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1 vol., l&JO 

Beawos’s Box Mercaioiia 

Bollewo’s Cases iernp. Jlioliard 11., Kini^’s Bench, 
1 vol. 

T. Bell’s Crown Cases Rosewod, 1 vol-, 1858 — 1860 
R. Boll’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), I vol., 
1790—1702 

R. Bell’s Decisions, Court of Session (Puiotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1794—1795 

S. S. Bell’s Dictionary of Decisions, CourL of Session 
(Scotland), 2 vols., 1808 — 1833 

S. R. Bell’s Scotch Appiials, House of Lords, 7 vols., 
1842—1850 

Belt’s Supplement to Vesoy Son., (Jliancory, 1 vol., 
1746—1756 

. Benloe’s (or Beiidloo’s) Reports, Kind’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, fol., I vol., 1515 — 1027 
Benloe and Daiison’s Reports, Oommou Pleas, fol., 

1 vol., 1357 -1579 

Bingham’s Reports, Comiuoii Pleas, 10 vols., 1822 — 
1834 

, , Bingham’s New Cases, Common Plou.s, 6 vols., 1 834 
—1840 

Bittleslon’s Practice Cases in Chambers under thii 
Judicature Acts, 1873 and 1875, 1 vol., 1875 — 1876 
Bittloston’s Reports in Chambers (Queen’s Bench 
Division), 1 vol., 1883 —1884 
Blackstone’s Commentaries 

Biackbam, Dundas, and Osborne’s Reports, Practice 
and Nisi Prins (Ireland), 1 vol., 1846 — 1848 
. , Bligh’s Reports, House of Lords, 4 vols,, 1819 — 1821 
Bligh’s Reports, House of Lords, New Series, 1 1 
vols., 1827—1837 

. . Bosanquet and Puller’s Roiiorts, Common Pleas, 
3 vols., 1796— 1801 

Bosanquet and Puller’s New Reports, Common Pleas, 

2 vols., 1804 — 1807 

. . Bracton De Legibus et Consuotudinibus Anglise 
Sir J. Brooke’s Abridgment 
. . W. Brown’s Chancery Reports, 4 vols., 1778—1794 
. . W. Q. Brooke’s Ecclcsiaslicfil Reports, Privy Council, 
1 vol., 1850—1872 

Sir R. Brooke’s New Cases, 1 vol., 1515— 1558 
J. Brown’s Oases in Parliament, 8 vols., 1702 — 1800 
. . M. P, Brown’s Supplement to Moiison’s Dictionary 
of Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 5 vols. 

. . M. P. Brown’s Synopsis of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotlajid), 4 vols., 1532 — 1827 



Abbreviations. 
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. Bi’oderip and Bingham’s Reports, «f’ohnnon ^ Pleas, 

3 vole., 1819—1822 

, Brodrick and JFreman tie’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 
Privy Council, 1 vol., 1705 — 18G4 
Broun’a Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 2 vole., 1842 - 
1845 

Browning and Lushington’s RoT)orts, Admiralty, 

1 vol., 1863— 16G6 

Brownlow and Goldosbofough’s Reports, Common 
Pleas, 2 parts, 1569 — 1624 

Bruce’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 1714 
— 1715 

Jjuohanan’s Reports, Court of Session and Justiciary 
(Scotland), 1806- 1813 

Buck’s Cases in Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1810 — 1820 
Bulstrode’s Reports, King’s Beucli, fol., 3 parts in 
1 vol., 1(510—1026 

Bunbnry’s Reports, Exchequer, fob, 1 vol., 1713 - 
1741 

Burrow’s Reports, King’s Bench, 5 vols., 1756 -1772 
Burrow’s Settlement Cases, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 
1733—1776 

Burrell’s Ropfuts, Admiralty, od. by Marsdeii, 1 vol., 
1648—1810 

0. A. . , . . Court of Appeal 

C. B. . Common Bench Reports, 18 vols., 1845 — 1856 

O. B. (n. s.) . . Common Bench Reports, Now Sorios, 20 vole., 1856- - 

1865 

C. C. Ct. Cas. . . . Central Criminal Court Oases (Sessions Papers), 1834 

— (current) 

C. li. R. , . Common Law Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 

C). P. D. . Law Reports, Common Pleas Division, 5 vols., 1875 

—1880 

0. & P. . . .. . . Cairingtoii and Payne’s Repoj ts, NisiPrius, 9 vols., 

1823—1841 

Cab. & El. . , . Cababe and Ellis’s Repoi-ts, Queen’s Boiicli Division, 

1 vol., 1882—1885 

Gald. Mag. Cas. Caldecott’s Magistrates Cases, 1 vol., 1777 — 1786 

Calth. Calthroi)’s City of London Cases, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 

1609—1618 

Cam2>. Campbell’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols., 1807—1816 

Carp. Pat. Cas. . . Oarpmaol’s Patent Cases, 2 vols., 1602 — 1842 

Car. & Kir. . . Carrington and Kirwan’s Reports, Ni.siPrius, 3 vols., 

1815 — 1853 

Car. & M. . . Carrington and Mai'shman’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 

1 voL, 1841—1843 

Cart. .. .. Carter’s Roj)orts, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1601 — 

1673 

CaHh. .. Caithow’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 voL, 1687 — 

1700 

Cary Cary’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol. 

Cas. in Ch. Cases in Chancery, fol., 3 parts, 1660 — 1697 

Cas. Praet. K. B. . (’uses of Practice, King’s Bench, 1 vol., 1655 — J775 

Cas. Sett. . . Oases of Settlements and Removals, 1 vol., 1689 — 

, 1727 

Oas. temp. Finch . . Oases teinp. Finch, Chancery, fob, 1 vol., 1673 — X680 

Cas, temp. King . . Select Cases temp. Bung, Chancery, fob, 1 vob, 1724 

— 1733 * '> 

Oas, temp, Talb. . . Cases in Equity temp, Talbot, fob, 1 vob, 1730 — 1737 

Ch Vnrooeded by date) . Law Reports, Chancery Division, since 1890 (e.g. 

‘ J ^ 1 011 ) 

Ch. App. . - - Law Reports, Chancery Appeals, 10 vols., 1865 — 1876 

Oh* I). . . Iiaw Reports, Chancery Division, 45 vols., 1875 — 1890 


Brod. & Bmg. . , 
Brod. & F. 

Broun 

Brown. & Lush, 

Brownl. . . . 

Bruce 

Buchan. 

Buck 

Biilst. 

Bunb. 

Burr. 

Burr. S. C. 
Burrell 
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Abbhbviations. 


•Oh. Itob. .. " ,, Christophor Eobinson’s Ee 2 )oits, Admiralty, 6 vola, 

' ^ 1798—1808 

Char, Pr. Gas. . . . , Charley’s KffW Practice Reports, 3 vols., 1875 — 1876 

Chaf. Cham. Cas. . . Charley’s Cliamber Cases, 1 voL, 1875 — 187(3 

Chit., .. .. Cliitty’s Practice Reports, King’s BonCb, 2 vols., 

1770—1^ 

01. & Pin, Clark and jFiimolly’s Roi>orts, House of Ijords, '^12 

vole., 1831—1846 

Olay. . . . , . . -Clayton’s Reports and Picas of Assises at Yoiko, 

1 vol., 1631 — 1650 

Clif. & Rick. .. .. Clifford and Rickards’ Locus Standi Roiiorts, Sf vols., 

1873-1884 

Clif. & Stei)li. . . Clifford and Stephens’ Locus Standi Roj^orts, 2 vols., 

1867—1872 

Cockb. vt Rowe . . . Cockbum and Rowe’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 

Co. Ent. . . . . . . Coke’s Entries 

(Jo. Inst. . . . . . . Coke*B Institutes 

Co. Lilt. . . . . V Coke on Littleton (1 Inst.' 

C^o. Roi). . . . . . . Coke’s Reports, 13 parts, 1572--J616 

.. .. Collyor’s^ Reports, Cban eery, 2 vols., 1844—1846 

Coll. Jurid. . . . Collectanea Juridicn, 2 vols. 

Colies .. ,. Coll ea’ Cases in Parliament, I voL, 1607 — 1713 

Colt. .. . . Coltman’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1879 — 1885 

Com. . . . . C<,'myns’ Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and 

Exchequer, fol., 2 vols., 1695 — 1740 
Com. Cas. . . . Commercial Gases, 1895 — (current) 

(Jom. Eig. . , . 'Comyns* Digest 

Comb. , ,, .. Comnerbacli’s Rojiorts, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 

16^—1698 

Con. & Law. . . . . Connor and Lawson’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1841—1843 

Cooke & Al. . . . . Cooke and A1 cock’s Beijoits, King’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1833—1831 

Cooke, Pr. (Jas. . . Cooke’s Practice Rei)f)rts, Common Pleas, 1 vol., 

1706—1747 

Cooke, Pr. Ri^g. . . . Cooke’s- Practical Regiator of the Common Pleas, 

1 vol,, 1702—1742 

Coop. O. . , . . , . G. Cooper’s Roi)ort8, Chancery, 1 vol., 1792 — 1815 

Coop. Pr. Cas. . . . C. P. Cooper’s Reports, Chancery Practice, 1 vol., 

1837— 1838 

Coop. temp. Brough. C. P. Cooper’s Cases temp. Brougham, Chaiicorv, 

1 vol., 1833—1834 

Coop, iernp. Cott. C. P. Cooper’s Oases temp. Cottenham, Chancciy, 

2 vols., 1846 — 1848 (and miscellaneous earlier cases) 

Corl*. & D. .. Coibett and Daniell’s Election Oases, 1 vol., 1819 

Cimner .. Couper’s Justiciary Roi)ortB (Scotland), 5 vols., 1808 

—1885 

Cowp. , . . . . Coder’s Reports, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 1774 — 1778 

Cox, C. 0. .. . . E. W. Cox’s Criminal Law Cases, 1843 — (cuiTent) 

Cox & Atk. •. . . Cox and Atkinson’s Registration Aj^poal Cases, 1 vol,, 

1843— 1846 

Cox, Eq. (Jas. , . S. C. Cox’s Equity Cas6>8, 2 vols., 1745 — 1797 

Cox, M. & II. . . Cox, Macrae, and Hertslot’s County Courts Cases and 

Appeals, Vol. L, 1846 — 1852 

O. & J. , . .. Crompton and Jervis’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 

1830—1832 

Or. &. H. . . . . . . Crompton and Meeson’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 

1832—1834 

Or. M. & R. . Ci’ompton, Meeson, and Eoscoe’s Reports, Exchequer, 

• 2 vols., 1834—1835 

Cr. & Ph. , . Craig and PhiRips* Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1840 — 

1841 

Crawford and Dix’s Circuit Cases (Ireland), 3 vols., 

1838— 1846 


Craw. & D. 
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draw, D. Abr, O. 

Cress. Insolv. Cas. 
Oripps’ Church Gas. 
Cro. Gar. 

Cro. Eliz. 

Cro. J ac, «. 

dm. rtg. 

Cunn. .. 

Curt. 

Dalr. 

Dan. 

Dau. & LI. 

Dav. & Mer. 

Dav. Pat. Cas. . . 
f>av. ft 

Day - . . 

Doa. Sw. 

Doac. 

Deac. & Ch. 

Dears. & B. 

Dears. C. C. 

D(3as & And. 

De G. . . 

Do O. E. & J. . . 

De G. & J. 

De O. J. & Sm.. . 

DoG. M. & G. .. 

De G. & Sm. . . 

J )olauo . . 

Den. 

Dick. 

Dig 

Dirl, 

Dods 

Donnelly 
Doug. El. Cas. . . 
Do^ig. (k. u.) 

Dow 

Dow & Cl. 

Dow, & L. 


Crawford and Dix’s Abridged Cases fJrUand), I vol., 
1837—1838 

Cross well’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vol., 1827 — 1829 
Cripps’ Church and Clergy Cases, 2 parts, 1847 — 18o0 
Croko’a Beports fenip. Charles^ L, King’s Bench and 
Coinnion 1 vol., 1623 — 1641 

Croke’e Boports Elizabeth, King’s Bench and 

Common Pleas, 1 vol., 1582 — 1603 
Croko’s Eeports temp. James I., King's Bench and 
Common Pleas^ 1 vol., 1603 — 1625 
Cruise’s Digest of the La\^ of Real Property, 7 vols. 
punningliam’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol.. 

' 1734—1^35 ' ,v 

Curtois’ Ecclesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1831 — 1844 

Dalryjnple’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1698—1720 

Dan iell's Reports, Exchequer in Equity, 1 vol., 1817 
—1823 

Danson and Lloyd’s Mercantile Casoa^l vol., 18^28 — 
1829 .f: 

Davison and Mori vale’s"* Reports, Queen’s Bencli, 
1 vol., 1843—1844 

Davies’ Patent Cases, 1 vol., 1785 — 1816 
Davys* (or Davies’ or Davy's) Reports (IrelaiuD, 
1 vol./’1604— 1611 

Day’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1892 — 1893 

Deane and Swabey’s Ecclesiastical Roi)orts, 1 vol., 

1855— 1857 

Deacon’s Reports, Bankruptf^j”, 4 vols., 1834 — 1840 
Deacmi and Cliiity’s Roport.s, Bankruptcy, 4 vols., 
.18^—1835 

Doarsiy and Bell’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol,, 

1856— 1858 

Dcarsly’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vol., 1852 — 1856 
Dcas and Anderson’s Decisions (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1829—1832 

De Gex’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 1844— 1848 
De Gex, Eisher, and Jones’s Reijorts, Cliancory, 
4 vols., 1859—1802 

Do Gex and Jones’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 1857 
—1859 ^ 

De'Gox, 'Jones, and Smith's Reports, Chancery, 
4 vols., 1862—1865 

Do Gex, Macnaghton, and Gordon’s Reports, Chan- 
cery, 8 vols., 1851 — IS.')? 

Do Gex and Smale’s Rei)ortB, Chancery, 5 vols., 1846 
—1852 

Dolane’s Decisions, Revision Courts, 1 vol., 1832 — 
1835 

Denison’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1844 — 1852 
Dickons’ Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1559 — 1798 
Justinian's Digest or Pandects 

Dirleton’s Decisions, Court of Session (Sc<jtland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1665—1677 

Dodson’s Ihmorts, Admiralty, 2 vols., 1811 — 1822 
Donnelly’s Reports, Chancery, 1 voL, 1836 — 1837 
Douglas’ Election Cases, 4 vols., 1774 — 1776 
Douglas’ Reports, King’s Bencli, 4 vris., 1778—1785 
Dow’s Reports, llouse of Lords, 6 vols., 1812 — 1818 
Dow and CJark’s Reports, Bouse of Lords, 2 vols., 
1827—1832 

Dowling and liowndos’ Practice Reports, 7 vols., 
1843—1849 
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Abbreviations. 


^ I>ow. <Sb Ry^(K. B.) . . Dowling and Hyland’s Reports, Ring’s Bench, 9 yoIa., 

‘ « 1S22~-1827 

Dow. ^ By. {AC a) . . Dowlinf^ and Byland*a Magistrates' Oases;' 4 vols., 

* ^ ^ ^ 1822—1827 

Dow. & Rj. (n. p.) . . Dowling o.nd Byland’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 part, 

1822— 18?3 

J-)owl. . . . . . . Dowling’s Practice Reports, 9 vols., ,1830 — 1841 

Dowl. (n. a.) . . . . Dowling’s Practice Reports, New Series, 2 volA.i; 

1841—1843 

Dr. & Wal. .. .. Drniy and Walsli’e Reports, '^Chancery (Doland), 

2 vols., 1837—1841 

Dr. & War. .. Dniry and Warren’s Reports, Ohanceiy .'Troland), 

^4^ols., 1841^1843 ^ 

Drew. .. .. .. JJre wry’s Reports, Chancery, ^Nk)ls., 1 852 — 1859 a 

Drew. & Sin. . . Drewry and Smalo’s Reports, Ohanceiy, 2 vols., 1S59 - 

—I 860 

Driiikwater Drinkwater’o Reports, Common Pleas, 1 vol.5,el839 

Drury ttsjjip. Nap. ^ Drury’s Reports temp. Napier, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1858 — 1859 

Drury ienqi. Sug. . Drury’s Reports tc^np. Siigdeu, Chancery (Ireland), 

1 voIP, 1841— 1S14 

J)ugd. Orig/ ' Dugdale’s Origines Jiiridiciales 

IluTil. (Ct. of Sess.) Dunlop, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 2 nd series, 

24 vols., 1838—1862 

Dunning . .. Dunning’s Reports,^- liJng’s Bench, 1 vol., 1753 — 

1754 ^ 

Duiie , . . . . . Dime’s Decisions, Court of Session (ScofTaiid), fol!t 

1 vol., 1021—1642 

Dyer . , . Dyer’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1513 — 1581 

E. & B. . . Ellis and Blackburn’s Reports, Queen’s Bench, 

8 vols., 1852 — 18158 

E, & E. » , Ellis and Ellis’s Reports, Queen's Ilejich, 3 vols,, 

1858—1861 

E. IJ. & E. Ellis, Blackburn, and Elli-s’s ReiDorts, Queen’s Bench, 

1 voL, 1858—1860 

Eag. & Y. . , Eagle and Yoimge’s Tithe Cases, 4 vols., 1223 — 1825 

East .. .. East’s Reports, King’s Bench, 16 vbls., 1800 — 1812 

East, V. C. . . East’s Pleas of the Crown 

Ecc. & Ad. . . Spinks’ Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Reports, 2 vols., 

1853 — 1855 

Eden . . . . Eden’s Reports, Chanceiy, 2 vols., 1757 — 1766 

Edgar . . Edgar’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 

1724—1725 

Edw. .. ., Edwards’ Reports, Admiralty, 1 vol., 1808 — 1812 

Elchios . . . . Elchies’ Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vole., 1733 — 1754 

Eng. Pr. Cas. . . . , Rosie’s English Prize Cases, 2 vols., 1745 — 1858 

Eqi Cas. Abr. . . . - Abridgment of Cases in Equity, fol., 2 vols., 1667 — 

1744 

Eq. Rep. .. . , Equity Reports, 3 vols., 1853 — 1855 

Esp. . . . . . . Espinaese’s Reports, Nisi Prius, G vols., 1793 — 1810 

Exch. .. Exchequer Reports (Welsby, Hurlstone, and Qor- 

donk 11 vols., 1847 — 1856 

Ex. D. .. .. Law feoports. Exchequer Division, 5 vols., 1875 — ^ 

1880 

F. & P* . . . . . . Foster and Finlason’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 4 vols 

, 1856—1867 

F. (Ct. of SesB*y . . Fraser, Court of Session Oases (Scotland), 5 th series. 

1898—1906 

Fac. Coll, (with date) . . Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Decisions, Court 

of Session (Scotland), fol., 1 st and 2n(i series 
21 vols., 1752—1825 
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Pad. ColL (n. 9.) (with Faculty of Advocates, Collection of Deci^ons, Orfurt 
date) of Seotiion (ScoUand), New Series, IS vols., — 


Falo, 

Pale. & 

Ferg. 

Fitz-G. . . . ! 

Fitz. Nat. Brev. 
FI. & K. 

Foiibl. 

For. 

Forb. . . 

Fort. Do Tjaud. 
Fortes. liep. 

Fost. 

Fount. 


Fox & S. Ir. 

Fox & S. Eeg. . . 

Freein. (oh.) 
Ffeeiu. (k. b.) . 


Falconer^s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
2 vole,, foL, 1744—1761 

Falconer and Fitzherbert’s Election Cases, 1 voL, 1836 
— 1838 

Ferguson’s Oonsistorial Decisions (Scotland), 1 vol,, 
1811—1817 

Fitz-Gibbons’ Beporta, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 
1728—1731 

Fitzherbert’s Natura Brevium 

Flanagan and Kelly’s lieports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1840—1842 

Fonblanque’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 parts, 1849 — 
1862 

Fon-est’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vol., 1800 — 1801 

Forbes* Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), fol., 
1 vol., 1705—1713 

Fortescue, Do Jjaiidibiis Legum Anglite 

Fortescue’s Reports, fol., 1 vol., IG92 — 1736 

Foster’s Crown Oases, 1 vol., 1743 — 1760 

Fountainhall’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
fol., 2 vols., 1678—1712 

M. C. Fox and T. B. O. Smith’s Reports, King’s 
Bench (Ireland), 2 vols., 1822 — 1826 

J. S. Fox and 0. L. Smith’s Registration Oases, 
1 vol., 1886—1895 

Freeman’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1660 — 1706 

Freeman’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common 
Fleas, 1 vol., 1670—1704 


Gal. & Dav, 
Gale 

Gib. Cod. 
OifP. 

Gilb. 

Gilb. C. P. 
Gilb. (cir.) 
Gilm. & F. 


Gl, & J. . . 


Glanv 

Olanv. El. Gas. . . 
Glascock . . 

Godb 


Gouldsb. . . 

Gk>w 

GwilL 

H, & O. 


H. & K. . . 


. Gale and Davison’s Reports, Queen's Bench, 3 vols., 
1841—1843 

. . Gale’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Gibson’s Codex Juris Ecclosiastici Anglicani 
. . OiRard’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1857 — 1865 
.. Gilbert’s Cases in Law and Equit}’, 1 vol., 1713 — 
1714 

. . Gilbert’s History and Practice of the Court of 
Common Pleas 

.. Gilbert’s Reports, Chancery and Exchequer, fol., 
1 vol., 1706— 1720^t" 

. . Gilmour and Falconer’s Decisions, Ooiu't of Session 
(Scotland), 2 parts, Parti. (Gilmour) 1661 — 1666, 
Part II. (Falconer) 1681 — 1686 
, . Glyn and Jameson’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., 
1819—1828 

.. Glanville, De Legibus et Consuetudinibus Regni 
Auglioe 

.. Gian vine’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1623 — 1624 
.. Glascock’s Reports (Ireland), 1 vol., 1831 — 1832 
. . Godbolt’s Reports, King’s Bench, Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, 1 vol,, 1574 — 1637 
• . Oouldsborough’s Reports, Queen’s Bench and King’s 
Bench, 1 vol., 1586 — 1601 
. . Qow’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1818 — 1820 
. . Qwillim’s Tithe Oases, 4 vols., 1224 — 1824 

• 

• • Hurlstone and Coltman’s Reports, Exchequer, 4 vole., 

1862—1866 

• • Hm'lstoue and Norman’s Beporta Exchequer, 7 voLa, 

i858^-l§62 


U.U — Uh 


b 
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H.**Tw. . 


H. A W. 




H. Tj. Cas. 


Hag. Adiii. 


Hag. Con. 


Hag. Ecc. 

Hailes 


Hale, C. Tj. 


Hale, P. 4 


Hai'. Ruth. . 


liar. & W. 


Haro. 


Hard. . . 

Hare 

Hawk. P. C. . 
Hayes 


Hayes & Jo. 


Hem. & M. 


Het. 


Hob. 


Hodg. 


Hog. 


Holt (adm.) 


Holt (EQ.) 


Holt (K. n.) 


Holt (N. r.) 


Home, Ct. of Seas, 

Hop. & Cijlt. 


Hop. & Ph. 

-• 

Horn & II- 

•• 

IIov. Suppl. 

•• 

Hud. & B. 

. ' 

Hume 

. . 

Hut; 






L 0. DR. * . 
I. Ch. R. 

• 

I. Eq. R. 

I, L. R. . 

• - 




Hall and Twells’ Beports, Chancery, 2 vole., 1848— 
18S0 

Hurlatone and Walmsley’a Keporta, BJxohequer, 

1 vol., 1840—1841 

Clai‘k’8 ^porta, Houae of Tjords, 11 vola., 1847 — 1866 
Haggard’s Reports, Admiralty, 8 vols., 1822 — 1838 
Haggard's Consistorial Reports, 2 vols., 1^180 — 1821 
Haggard’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 4 vols^ 1827 — 1833 
Hailes’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 

2 vols., 1766—1701 * 

Hale’s Common Haw 

Hale's Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

HaiTison and Riitherfurd's Reports, Common Plena, 

1 voL, 1865—1866 

Harrison and Wollaston’s Reports, King’s Bench 
and Bail Court, 2 vols., 1835 — 1836 
Harcarse's Decisions, Court of Session (Spotland), 
fol., 1 vol., 1681— 1691 

llardres* Reports, Exchoqupr, fol.,1 vol., 1655 — 1669 
Hare’s Reports, Chaiicory, 11 vols., 18 41 — 1853 
Hawkins’s Pleas of the Crown, 2 vols. 

Haves’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 1 vol., 1830 — 
1832 

Hayes and Jones’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
Tvol.. 1832— 3 8:H 

Hemming and Miller’s Reports, Chance^ 2 vols., 

1862— 1865 

Hetley’s Reports, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1627 — 
1631 

Hobart’s Repoi'ts, Common Pleas, foL, 1 vol., 16131 
—1625 

Hodges* Reports, Common Pleas, 3 vols., 1836 — 
1837 

Hogan’s Reports, Rolls Court (Ireland), 2 vols., 18i6 
—1834 

W. Holt’s Rule of the Rond C’ases, Admiralty, 1 vol., 

1863— 1867 

W. Holt’s Equity Reports, 1 vol., 18-45 
Sir John Holt’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol,, 1 vol., 
1688—1710 

F. Holt’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1815 — 1817 
Home’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol., 1735—1744 

Hopwood and CoItinan’H Registiation Cases, 2 vols., 
1868—1878 

Hopwood and Philbrick’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 
1863—1867 

Horn and Ilurlstone’s Reports, Exchequer, 2 4*)l8., 
1838—1839 

Ilovenden’s Supplement to Vesey Jun.’s Reports, 
Chancery, 2 vols., 1753 — 1817 
Hudson and Brooke’s Reports, King’s Bench and 
Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1827 — ^§831 
Hume’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol., 1781—1822 

Hutton’s RepoHs, Common Pleas, fol., 1 vol., 1617 — 
1638 

Henry Blackstone’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 
1788—1796 

Irish Ccmunon Daw Reports, 17 vols., 1849 — 1866 
Irish Chance:^ Reports, 17 vols., 1850 — 1867 
Irish Equity Reporta, 13 vols., 1838 — 1861 
Irish Law Reports, 13 vols., 1838 — 



Abbreviations. 
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I. T.. T. 

1. B. (preceded by date) 

I. B. C. L 

1. B. Bq. 

Ir. Oirc. Cm. 

Ir. Jiu*. 

Ir. L. lUfc. let ser. 

Ir. L. Kec. (n. e.J’ 

IlVe 14 *• 


Irish T MW Times, 18fiT — (current) ^ • 

Irish Reports, since 1893 fl894^ ¥1. R.) 

Irish Heports, Common Imw, a I vols., 1886 — 1877 
Irish Reports, Equity, 11 vols., 1866 — 1877 • 

Irish Circuit Oases, 1 voL, 1841 — 1843 
Irish Jurist, 18 vols,, 1849 — 1866 
Law Recorder (Ireland) Ist series, 4 vols., 1827-^ 
1831 

Law Recorder (Ireland) New Series, 6 vols., 1833 — 
1838 

Irvine’s Justiciary Reports (Scotlaud), 6 vols., 1852 — - 
1867 


J. Uridg. 

J. P 

J. Shaw, Just. 

Jac. 

Jac. & W, 

Jehb, C* Ce • • 

Jebb & B. 

Jebb & S. • « 

Jeiik. 

Jo. & Car. 

Jo. & Lat. 

Jo. Ex. Ir. 

John. 

John. & II. 

J iir. 

Jut. (n, s.) 

Just. Inst. 


Sir John Bridgman’s Rcpoi*ts, Common Pleas, foL, 
1 vol., 1613—1621 

Justice of the Peace, 1837 — (current) 

J. Shaw’s Justiciary Reports (Scotland), 1 vol., 1848 
—1852 

Jacob’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1821— 7823 
Jacob and Walker’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1819 
—1821 

Jebb’s Crown Cases Reserved (Ireland), 1 vol., 1822 
—1840 

Jebb and Bourke'e Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

1 vol., 1841—1812 

Jebb and Symos’ Reports, Queen’s Bench (Ireland), 

2 vols., 1838 --] 84 I 

Jenkins’ Reports. 1 vol., 1220 — 1623 
Jones and Ourey’s Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 
1 vol., 1838- ))<39 

Jones and La Touche’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 

3 vols., 1844 — 1846 

T, Jones’ Reports, Exchequer (Ireland), 2 vols., 1834 
— 1838 

Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1 858-" 1860 
Johnson and Homming’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 
1860—1862 

Jurist Reports, 1 8 vols., 1 837 — 1 854 

J^irist Reports, New Series, 12 vols., 1855 — 1867 

Justinian's Institutes 


K. & a. . . 

K. & J. . . 


K. B. (2U'C(‘cded by duto) 
Iftfines, iJict. I>oo 
Karnes, Rem. Dec. 
Karnes, SeL Dec. 


Kay 

Keb. 

Keen 

KeiL 


KTel. 

Kel. W. .. 


Xeny. . , 


Keane and Grant’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1854 — 
1862 

Kay and Johnson’s Reports, Chancery, 4 vols., 
l'853— 1858 

Law Reports, King’s Bench Division, since 1900 
{e.g., [1901] 2 K. B.) 

Karnes, Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), foL, 2 vols., 1540 — 1741 
Karnes, Remarkable Decisions, Court of Session 
(Scotland), 2 vols.. 1716—1752 
Karnes, Select Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
1 vol., 1752—1768 

Kay’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol., 1853 — 1854 
Keble’s Reports, fol., 3 vols., 1661 — 1677 
Keen’s Reports, Rolls Court, 2 vols., 1836 — 1838 
Keilwey’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL* 1 vol-, 1327^ 
1578 ^ f 

Sir John Kelyng’s Reports, Crown Cases, fol., 1 VoL, 
1662—1707 ' • . 

W- Kelynge’s Re^kyrts, fol., 1 vol.. Chancery, 1730 — 
1732; Kmsr’s B^nch, foL, 1731—1734 
Kenyon’s Notes of Cases, King’s Bench, 2 vols., 
1753—1759 
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Keny. (OH.1 

« 

Kilkerran 

Knapp 

Kd, & Omb» « 


Chancery Oaaee in Vol. II. of Kenyon’s Notes of 
Cases, 1763— 17M 

Kilkerran’s Decisions, Court of Session (Scotland), 
foL, 1 voL. 1738—1752 

Knapp’s Reports, Privy Council, 3 vole., 1829—1836 
Xnapp And Ombler'a Election Cases, 1 vol.# 1834 — 
1836 


Ij. A 

D. & G. temp. Plunk. 

L. & O. temp. Siigd. 

L. & Welsh. 


L. G. R. . . 

L. J. 

Jj. J. (j^T>M.) 

L. J. (boy.) 

L. J. (oil.) 

L. J. (c. p.) 

L. J. (eccl.) 

Jj. j. (ex.) 

L. J. (ex. eq.) . 
Ij. j. (k. b. or Q. 




Jj. j. (m. r.) 
Jj. j. N, C. 


Jj. j. (O, S.) 

L. J. (r.) . 

L. J. (r. & M.) . 

Jj. j. (V. c.) 

L. J. (p. M. it A.) 

L. M. & r. 

Ij. R. . . 

I^. R. A. A E. . 

Ij. R. C. C. R. . 

L. E. (\ P. 

Jj. 1?. Eq. 

Jj. R. Exch. 

L. R. 11. L. 


L. B. Ind. App. 


Ij. E. Jnd. App. Supp. 
Vol, 

L* B. Ir 

L. R P. C 

Ij» Rt P« & D , • • . 

Ij. R. Q, B. 

D. Sc. & Di% • . . 


L.T. 

L. T. Jo. 

R (o. 8.) 


f f 


Jjord Advocate. 

Jjloyd and Goold’s Reports temp. Plunkett, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 vol., 1834 — 1839 
Jjloyd and Qoold’s Reports temp. Sugden, Chancery 
(Ireland), 1 vol., 1836 

Lloyd and Welshy’s Commercial and Mercantile 
Cases, 1 vol., 1829 — 1830 
Jjocal Government Reports, 1902 — (cuiTont) 

Law Journal, 1866 — (current) 

Jjrtw Journal, Admiralty, I 860 — 187.3 
Law Journal, Bankruptcy, 1832 — 1880 
Law Journal, Chancery, 1822 — (cuiionl) 

Law Journal, Common Pleas, 1822 — 1875 
3 jaw Journal, Ecclesiastical Cases, 1866 — 1876 
3 jfiw Journal, l^xchequer, 1830 -1876 
Law Journal, Exchequer in Equity, 1835— 1841 
Tjaw Journal, King’s Bench or Queen’s liciich, 
1 822 — (current) 

Jjaw Journal, Mugistraies’ Cases, 1826—1896 
Law Journal, Notes of Cases, 1866 — 1892 (from 1893, 
see Law Journal). 

Ijaw Journal, Old Series, 10 vols., 1823 — 1831 
Law Journal, Probate, Divorce and Admiralty, 1875 
— ((‘urrent) 

Law Journal, Probate and Matrimonial Cases 1 8.38 — 
1859, 1866—1875 

Jjaw Journal, Privy Council, 1865 —(current) 

Law Journal, Probate, Matiimouial and Admiralty, 
1860—1865 

Lowndes, Maxwell, and Pollock’s Reports, Bail 
Court and Practice, 2 vols., 1860 — 1861 
Law Reports 

li.'iw Repot ts, Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Cases, 
4 vols, 1865-1875 

TjUw Reports, Crown Cases Reseiwed, 2 vols., I 860 — 
1875 

Jjaw Reports, Common Pleas, 10 vols., 1865 — 1875 
Jjaw Reports, lOquity Cases, 20 vols., 1865 — 1875 
T.aw Reports, Exchequer, 10 vole., 1865 — 1875 
Jjaw Reports, English and Irish Appeals and Peerage 
Claims, House of Jjords, 7 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Jjaw Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 1873 — 
(current) 

Jjaw Reports, Indian Appeals, Privy Council, 
Supplementary Volume, 1872 — 1873 
Law Reports (Ireland), Chancery and (Ikimmon Jjaw, 
32 vols., 1877—1893 

Law Reports, Privy Council, 6 vols., 1865 — 1875 
Jjaw Reports, Probate and Divorce, 3 vols., 1865—^ 
1875 

Law Reports, Queen’s Bencjh, 10 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Jjaw Reports, Scotch and Divorce Appeals, House 
of Loim, 2 vols., 1866 — 1875 
Jjaw Times BepoTte, 1859 — (current) 

Jjaw Times Newnpaper, 1843 — (current) 

l*aw llimeB Beporte, Old Series, 34 Tols,, X848 — 1860 
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fjOfTiO • t • ■ 

• • • . 

Laws. Keg. Cas. 
Ld. Baym. 

Leach 

Lee 

Lee temp. Hard. 

Le. & Ca. 

Loon. 

Lev. 

Lew. C. 0. 

Ley 

Lib. Ass. 

Lilly 

Litt 

J.offt 

Long. & T. 

Lnd. E. C. 

Luniley, P. L. 0. 
Lush. 

Lut. 

Lut. Beg. Cas. . . 
Lynd. 

M. & S 

M. & W. . . 

Mac. & G. 

Mac. & 11. 

M‘0]o 

M’Olc. & Yo, . . 

Macfai'lano 

Mad. & Bob. 

Macph. (Ot. of Sees.) 

Mac^. 

hlacr* • . • . 

Madd. . . . • 

Madd. & G. . • 

Madox 

Madox, Exch. 


, . Lane’s Beports, Exchequer, fol., I vol., 1605 — 1611 
. . Latch’s B,eport8, King’s Bench, fob, 1 ?b» 1.7 16*25 -*1628 
.. Lawson’s llegistratiou Oases, 1885 — (current) 

. . Lord Ba3’'moiid’s Beporta, King’s Bench and OomtAon 
Ploas, 3 vole., 1694—1732 
. , Loach’s Crown Oases, 2 vols.,'1730 — 1814 
. . Sir G. Lee's l£cclesiastical Judgments, 2 vola., 1 752 — 

I 758 

T. Lee^s Cases femp, Hardwicke, Kiug*8 Bench, 1 voL, 
1733— 1738 

Leigh and Cave’s Crown Cases Eeserved, 1 voL, 1861 
—1865 

Leonard’s Beports, King’s Bench, Common Fleas 
and Exchequer, fol., 4 parts, 1552 — 1615 
Levinz’s Beports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
fob, 3 vols., 1060—1696 

Le win’s Crown Cases on the Northern Circuit, 

2 vols., 1822—1838 

Ley’s Beports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vob, 1608 — 1629 
Jjiber Assisarum, Year Books, 1 — 51 Edw. III. 

Lilly’s Beports and Pleadings of Cases in Assize, fob, 

1 vob 

Littleton’s Beports, Common Ploas, fob, 1 vob, 1627 
—1631 

LoiTt’s Beports, King’s Bench, fob, 1 vol., 1772 — 1 774 
. -Ijongfield and Townsend’s Boi>ort8, Exchequer (Ire- 
land), 1 vob, 1841—1842 
Liulera’ Election Cases, 3 vols., 1784 — 1787 
Tjumley’s Poor Law Cases, 2 vols., 1834 — 1842 
. Lushington’s Beports, Admiralty, 1 vob, 1859 — 1862 
. Sir E. Lutwyche’s Entries and Beports, Common 
Pleas, 2 vols., 1682 — 1704 

A. J. Lutwyche’s Begistration Cases, 2 vols., 1843 — 
1853 

Ijyndwood, Provinciale, fob, 1 vol. 

. Maule and Selwyn’s Beports, King’s Bench, 6 vols., 
1813—1817 

Moeson and Welsby’s Beports, Exchequer, 16 vols., 
1836—1847 

Macnaghten and Gordon’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vols., 
1849—1852 

Macrae and JJertslet’s Insolvency Cases, 1 vob, 
1847—1852 

M'Cleland’s Beports, Exchequer, 1 vob, 1824 
, M'Cloland and Younge’s Reports, Exchequer, 1 vob, 
1824—1825 

Macfarlone’s Jury Trials, Court of Session (Scotland), 

3 parts, 1838 — 1839 

Maclean and Robinson’s Scotch Appeals (House of 
Lords), 1 vob, 1839 

Maepherson, Court of Session (Scotland), 3rd series, 

II vols., 1862—1873 

Maoqueen’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 4 vols., 
1849—1865 

. . Macrory’s Patent Oases, 2 parts, 1847 — 1860 
. . Maddock’s Reports, Chancery, 6 vols., 1815 — 1821 
. . Maddock and Qeldart’s Reports, Chancery, 1 vol,, 
1819—1822 (Vob VI. of Ifcdd.) 

Madox’s Eormulare Anglicanunl « 

Madox’s History and AntiquitieB of the Exchequer, 

2 vols. 

, . Manning and Granger’s Beports, Common Fleas, 

7 vole., 1840—1846 


|y(an» A G, 
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Abbreviations. 


% 

Mao. & (y. B.) 

ACfra. & By. (m. c.) 
Maus. 

Mar. L. O. 

March 


Marr. 

Marbh, 


Mayn. 


Meff. 

Mor. 

Milw. 


Mod. Ilep. 
Mol. 


Mont. 

Mont. & A. 

Mont. & B. 

Mont. & Cii. 


Mont. 11. Do O. 
Mont. & M. 


Afoo. P. O. O. . . 
Moo. P. C. a (N. s.) 


Moo. Ind. App. 
AIoo. & P. 

Moo. S. 
Mood. & At. 
Mood. & II. 


Mood. C. 0, 
Moore (k. n.) 

Moore (o. r.) 

Mor. Diet. 

Morr- 

;M3|:Aa. 

Murr* 
ily. <fe Or. 

K- 


Manning and Hyland’s Reports, King’s Bench, 

o voh., 1827^1830 

Manning and Myland'ti Maglstratoa* Cases, 3 vols., 
IH21—IH30 

Mauson’s Jjankruptoy and Company Cases, 1893 — 
(current) 

Maritime Ijaw Reports (Orockford), 3 vols., 18G0 — 
1671 

March’s Reports, King’s Bench ainj Common Pleas, 

1 vol., 1639 — 1642 

Afamott’s Decisions, Admiralty, 1 voJ., 1776 — 1779 
Alarshall’s Reports, Common Pleas, 2 vols., 1S13 — 
1816 

Alaynard’s Reports, Exchequer Memoranda of Edw. 

I. and Year Books of Edw. II., Year Books, Part 1., 
1273—1326 

Alegone’s Ounipanios Acts Cases, 2 vols., 1689 — 1891 
Morivale’s Reports, Chan cm y, 3 vols., ISlo — 1817 
Milward’s Ecclesiastical Repoi ts (Ireland), 1 vol., 1819 
- 1843 

Alodern Reports, 12 vols., 1669 

Molloy’s Reports, Chancery (Ireland), 3 vols., 1808 — 
1831 

Afontagu’s Reports, Bankrii])tcy, 1 vol., 1829 -1832 
Montagu and Ayrton’s Ue]>oily, Ijankriiptcy, 3 vols., 
1832-- 1838 

Montagu and Bligh’s Reixjrts, B.inki nptcy, 1 vol., 
1832—1833 

Montagu ami Chitty’a Reports, Bankruptcy, 1 vol., 
1838-18-40 

Montagu, Deacon, and De Oex’s Rc‘i)orts, Bank- 
ruptcy, 3 vols., 18 JO- - 1844 
Alontagu and Almuirthur’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 

1 voL, 1826—1830 

Afoore’s Privy Council Cases, lo vols., 1836 -1863 
Alooro’s Privy Council Casos, New Sorios, 9 vols., 
1862- 1873 

Moore’s Indian Ajqwal Cases, Privy Council, 14 vols., 
1836—1872 

Moore and Payne’s Reports, Common I’leas, 5 vols., 
1827—1831 

Moore and Scott’s Reports, Common Pleas, 4 vols., 
1831—1831 

Moody and Malkin’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1826 
—3839 

Moody and Robinson’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 2 vols., 
1830—1844 

Afoody’s Crown Cases Reserved, 2 vols., 1821—1844 
Sir F. Moore’s Reports, King’s Bench, foJ., 1 vol,, 
1485—1620 

J. B. Moore’s Reports, Common Pleas, 12 vols., 1817 
—1827 

Morison’s Dictionary of Decisions, Court of Sesmon 
(Scotland), 43 vols., 1532 — 1808 
Morrell’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 10 vols., 1884 — 1893 
Moseley’s Reports, Chancery, foL, 1 vol., 1726 — 1730 
Murphy and Ilurlstoue’s Reports, Excheemer, 1 vol,, 
1837 

Murray’s Reports, Jury Court (Scotland), 5 vols., 
1816— 1?130 

Mylne fUi4*Oi*aig’& Beports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1835 
—1841 . 

Mylne and Keeh’s Beports, Chancery, 3 vola.. 1832 
—1835 
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Nela 

Nev. & M. (K, B.) 

Kev. dt M. (m. o.) 

Nev. & P. (k. d.) 

Nev. & P- (m. o.) 

New Mag. Cas. . * 

New Pract. Cas. 

New Rep. 

New Sees. Cas. . . 

Nolan 

Notes of Cases . . 
Noy 

O. P.ridg. 

O’M. & n. 

Owen 

P. (preceded by date) 

P. 

P. Wins 

Palm- 

Park. 

Pat, App. 

Pater. App. » . 
Peake 

Peake, Add. Cas. 
Pe(jk. 

Per. & Day. 

Per. & ICn. 

Ph 

Phil. El. Cas. . . 
Phillim 

Phillim. Eccl. Jiid, 

Pig. & B* 

Pitc. 

Plbwd. . • . • 

Poll 

Poplia « 9 • • 


.. Nelson’s B^orts, Chancery, 1 yol., 1625-^1692 * 

. . Nerile and Manning’s Imports, IQng'Miench, 6 Vo2s», 
1832—1886 

. . Nerile and JlfaniiijDg’a Magistratea' Oaaes, 3 rtfis., 
1832—1836 

. . Nevile and Perry’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 rols., 
1836—1838 

.. Nevile and Perry’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 vol., 1836 — 
1837 

. . New Magistrates’ Oases (Bittleston, Wise and 
Parnell), 2 vols., 1844 — 1848 

.. New Pi’actice Cases (Bittleston and Wise), 3 yols., 
1844—1848 

.. New Reports, 6 vols., 1862 — 1865 

New Sessions Magistrates’ Cases (Carrow, Hamer- 
ton, Allen, etc.), 4 vols., 1844 — 1.S51 
Nolan’s Magistrates’ Cases, 1 vol., 1791 — 1793 
. . Notes of Cases in the Ecclesiastical and Maritinie 
Courts, 7 vols., 1841 — 1850 

.. Noy’s Repoiiis, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1558 — 1649 

.. Sir Orlando Bridgman’s Reports, Common Pleas, 

1 vol., 1660—1666 

O’Malley and Hard castle’s Election Cases, 1869 — 
(cuiTent) 

Owen’s Reports, King’s Bench and Common Pleas, 
foL, 1 voL, 1557— 1614 

. . Law Reports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, since 1890 (c.^r., [1891] P.) 

. , Tjaw Reports, Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Divi- 
sion, 15 vols., 1876 — 1890 

. , Peere Williams’ Iteports, Chancery and King’s 
Bench, 3 vols., 1695 — 1735 
Palmer’s Reports, King’s Bench, fol., 1 vol., 1619 — 
1629 

.. Parker’s Reports, Exchequer, fol., 1vol., 1743 — 
1766 

.. Paton’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 6 vols., 
1726—1822 

. . I^aterson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 2 vols. 
1851—1873 

Peake’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vol., 1790 — 1794 
. . Peake’s Additional Cases, Nisi Prius, 1 voi., 1795 — 
1812 

. , Peckwell’s Election Cases, 2 vols., 1803 — 1804 
. , Perry and Davison’s Reports, Queen's Bench, 4 vols., 
1838—1841 

. . Perry and Knapp’s Election Cases, 1 vol., 1833 
. , Phillips* Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1841 — 1849 
. , Philipps’ Election Cases, 1 vol., 1780 
, . J. Phiilimore’s Ecdesiastical Reports, 3 vols., 1754 — 
1821 

. . Sir R. Phillimore’s Ecclesiastical J udgments, 1 vol., 
1867—1875 

. . Pigott and Bod well’s Registration Cases, 1 vol., 1843 
—1845 

• . Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials (Scotland), 3 yols., 1488 — 
1624 

. . Plowden’s Reports, toh, 2 vols., 1660^1579 
.. Pollexfon’s Reports, King^s Bench, foL, 1 voL, 1670 
—1682 ' 

• « Pophom’s Reports, King’s Bench, foL, 1 vol., 1591 — 
1627 
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> Po«^. H. & 

Prec. Ch 

• • • • « 

Q. B 

ti. B. (preceded by date) 

Q. B. D 


R 

R. (Ot. of SesB ) . 

R. P. C 

R. R 

R. S. O 

Rast. 

Ray 11 . 

Real Prop. Cas. . 
Rep. Ch. 

Rick. & M. 

Rick. AS. 

Ridg. teinj)^ H. . . 

Ridg. L. & S. 

Ridg. Pari. Rep. 

Rob. Eccl. 

Rob. L. & W. . . 

Robert. App. 

Robin. App. 

Roll. Abr. 

Roll. Rep. 

Rom. 

Rose 

Ross, L. C. 

Rowe 

Rul. Gas. 

Rubs. 

Russ. & M. 

Buss. & Ry. 

Ry. & Can, ("Jas. 

Ry. & Can. Tr. Caa. 
Ry. AM. 


S. 0, .. 

S. G. (preceded by date) 

a-G 

Balk 


Abbreviations. 

Power, Rodwell, and Dew’s Election Cases, 2 tola,, 
1848—1866 

Precedents in Chancery, fob, 1 vol., 1689 — 1722 
Price’s Reports, Exchequer, 13 vols., 1814 — 1824 

Queen’s Bench Reports (Adolphus and Eiiis, New 
Series), 18 vols., 1841 — 1852 
Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 1891 — 1901 
(e.ff., [1891] 1 Q. B.) 

Law Reports, Queen’s Bench Division, 25 vols., 
1875—1890 

The Reports, 15 vols., 1893 — 1895 
Rettie, Court of Session Cases (Scotland), 4th series, 
25 vols., 1873—1898 

Reports of Patent Oases, 1884— (current) 

Revised Reports 

Rules of the Supreme Court 

Rastoll's Enti-ies 

Rayner’a Tithe Cases, 3 vols., 1575 —1782 
Real Property Cases, 2 vols., 1813 - 1817 
Reports m Chancery, fob, 3 vols., 1615 — 1710 
Rickards and Michuol’s Locus Standi Reports, 1 vob, 
1885—1889 

Rickards and Saunders* Locus Standi llopoi ts, 1 vob, 
1890—1894 

Ridgeway’s Reports, temp. Hardwicko, 1 vob, King's 
Bench, 1733 — 1736; Chancery. 1744 — 1746. 
Ridgeway, Lapp, and Schoales’ RepoHs (Ireland), 
1 vob, 1793—1795 

Ridgeway’s Parliamentary Reports (Ireland), 3 vols., 
1784—1796 

Robertson’s Ecclesiastical Reports, 2 vols., 1 8I4 — 1853 
Roberts, Leoming, and Wallis’ New County Court 
Cases, 1 vob, 1849 — 1851 

Robertson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Lords, 1 rob 
1709—1727 

Robinson’s Scotch Appeals, House of Loids, 2 vols., 
1840—1841 

Rolle’s Abridgment of the Common Law, fol., 2 vols. 
Rollo’s Reports, King’s Bench, fob, 2 vols., 1614 — 1625 
Rinnilly’s Notes of Cases in Equilv, 1 part, 1772 — 
1787 

Rose’s Reports, Bankruptcy, 2 vols., ISIO — 1816 
Ross’s Leading Cases in Oonmiercial Jjaw (England 
and Scotland), 3 vols, 

Rowe’s Reports (England and Ireland), 1 vob, 1798 — 
1823 

Campbell’s Ruling Cases, 25 vols. 

Russell’s Reports, Chancery, 5 vols., 1824 — 1829 
Russell and Mylne’s Reports, Chancery, 2 vols., 1829 
—1833 

Russell and Ryan’s Crown Cases Reserved, 1 vob, 
1800—1823 

Railway and Canal Oases, 7 vols., 1835 — 1854 
Railway and Canal Traffic Cases, 1855 — (current) 
Ryan and Moody’s Reports, Nisi Prius, 1 vob, 1823 
—1826 

Same Case 

Court of Session Cases (Scotland), since 1906 (c,o., 
[1908] a 0.) 

Solicitor-Q eneral 

Salkeld’s Reports, King’s Bench, 3 vols., 1689 — 1712 



Abbreviations, 
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Part I. — The Bills of Sale Acts. 

Sect, 1 . — The Statutes, 

1. The registration of bills of sale was introduced by the Hills of rntroduction 

Sale Act, 1854 (a) ; and by the Bills of Sale Act, 1806 {h), renewal j-eKistmtioti 
of registration was required every live years. ® ^ 

These Acts are repealed, and bills of sale are now regulated by 
the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (c), called the principal Act (d), and the force. 

Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (<?), in the text here- 
after called the amending Act, which statutes may be cited together 
as the Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882 (/). 

The Bills of Sale Acts, 1890 and 1891 (f/), provide that certain 
instruments hypothecating imported goods are not to be deemed 
bills of sale within the meaning of the principal and amending 
Acts (A). 

Sect. 2, — Objects of the Statutes, 

2. The Bills of Sale Acts, 1854 and 1878, wore intended to Difference in 
prevent false credit being given to people allowed to remain in 
possession of goods which apparently are theirs, the ownership of 

which they have parted with(i). 

The purpose of the amending Act was essentially different. It 
was to prevent needy persons being entrapped into signing compli- 
cated documents which they might often be unable to comprehend, 
and so being subjected by their creditors to the enforcement of 

(a) 17 & 18 Viet. 0 . 36. 

29 & 30 Viet. e. 96, s. 4. 

(c) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 31, “an Aet to consolidate and amend the law for 
preventing frauds upon creditors by secret bills of sale of pei-sonol chattels.’' 

(d) of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 46 Viot, 0 . 43), s. 3. , 

(c) 45 & 46 Viet c. 43. « ._ 

(/) Ibid , 8. 1. ' 

Ig) 63 & 54 Viot 0 . 53 ; 54 & 55 Viet. c. 35. 

(A) See p. 19, post. . .,v. . 

(i) Charlesworth V, Mills, [1892] A. (?. 23l» fer IlALsnuRY, L.O., at 

285 . ^ 

vs 
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SwjT* 2, hairditaftd unreasonable provisions (j). With this object in vievr, 
OlSjccts of a particular form of words was insisted on, which should plainly 
tbeStatutesf express the nature of’ the contract as to the loan and the security 
, for the loan (k). The Acta were not intended to apply to transactions 

other than those expressly pointed out {k). 


Sect. 8. — Application of the Statutes, 

* 

Sub-Seot. 1. — To what Places. 


riaceato 3 . The principal Act and the amending Act do not extend to 

which Acts Scotland or Ireland (Q, nor do they include bills of sale of goods in 
apply. foreign parts or at sea (w). 

A bill of sale given in England over goods in Scotland or Ireland 
is not affected by the Acts (»). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — To Bills of Sale, 

mils of sale 4 . The principal Act applies to all bills of sale executed on or 
to which after January 1, 1879 (o), and any renewals of registration of bills 

appiics.**^ ^ registered under the repealed Acts of 1854 and 1866, must 

be made in the same manner as the renewal of registration under 
the princijial Act (p). 

How far it is The principal Act also extends a rule of construction to all instru- 
retrospective. nients including fixtures or growing crops, executed before its 
commencement, and then subsisting and in force {q). With these 
exceptions the principal Act does not affect bills of sale executed 
before its commencement, as regards which the Acts repealed 
conlinuo in force (?*)• 


Operation of 5 . The amending Act commenced and came into operation on 
araending November 1, 1882 (s). 

® ■ Unless the context otherwise requires, it does not apply to any 

bill of sale duly registered before the commencement of the Act, 
so long as registration is not avoided by non-renewal or otherwise (f). 
It is not retrospective so as to apply to bills of sale executed more 
than seven days before its commencement (a ) ; nor does it make 
void, against the grantor, bills of sale subject to the Bills of Sale 
Act, 1854 (6), of which registration has not been renewed (c). 


{]) Mavchesier, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Rail, Go, v. North Central Wagon Co, 
(1888), 13 App. Cas. 554, per Lord Kbrscuell, L.O., at p. 560. 

{h) Oharlesworih v. Mills, [1892] A. C. 231 , per Lord Haesbury, L.O., at p. 235. 
(0 Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 24; Bills of Sale Act 
(1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 18. The corresponding - 
Irish Acts are the Bills of Sale (Ireland) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 50), and 
the Bills of Sale (Ireland) Act (1879) Amendment Act, 1883 (46 Viet. c. 7). , ' 
m) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viot. o. 31), s. 4. 

ti) Coote V. Jecks (1872), L. E. 13 Eq. 597 ; Brookes v. 7/ttmson(1880), 6 L. E. 
Ir/85, 332. 

.M.Bais of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 3. 

& "Ibid,, 8. 23: 

W ibid,, B. 7 ; iMid see p. 24, imt 
(r) Jthid.pB,tilL. V 

h) Bills.of.Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (46 ^ 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 2, 

(^) Ibid,, «. 3, 

\a) Hickson v. Bcetlow (1883), 23 Ch. I). 690, 

17 & 18 Victi m 36. 

(c) y. ^ A.gp. C)a8«: !643i 
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^Paet I.— The Bnxs of SaI® Acts. 

But the tonending Aet regulates the removal and sale ofaclattels 
under any bill of sale by way of security for the payment of money, 
whether registered before or after its commencement ((f) ; and 
empowers relief to be given, in certain cases, against the removal or 
sale of goods under a bill of sale executed and registered before, as 
well as after, the Act came into operation (e). 

Sub-Sect. 3.^ Bills of Sale absolutey and hy ivay of Security, 

6 . The amending Act, which, so far as is consistent with the 
tenor thereof, is to be construed as one with the principal Act, does 
not apply to bills of sale given otherwise than by way of security 
for the payment of money (/), limiting, to this extent, the partial 
repeal of the principal Act (f/).’ 

Two classes of bills of sale have thus been created, the first 
comprising absolute bills of sale, to which the princii^al Act 
continues to apply (/i), the second, bills of sale given to secure 
the payment of money, as to which both Acts are to be construed 
together (/). 


Part II. — What is a Bill of Sale. 

Skct. l,~Ocncral Princi})lc$, 

Sou-Sect. 1. — Documents of Transfer, 

7- A bill of sale has boon described as an instrument in writing 
whereby one transfers to another the property he has in goods and 
chattels (i), or as a document given with respect to the transfer of 
chattels, used in cases where possession is not intended to be 
given (fc). 

The principal Act declares that the expression “bill of sale,” 


(d) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. ^8), s. 13; 
and see p. 70, pos#. 

(e) Ex parte OoUmi (1883), 11 a B. D, 301. 

(/) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 3. 

^g) Jhid.y SB. 10, 15, repealing Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), 
es. 8, 10, 20. 

(A) Swift y, Pannell (1883), 24 Oh. D. 210. 

u) AUsopp V* Day (1861), 7 H. & N. 457. 

(Zs) Johnson v. Diprose^ [1893] 1 Q,. B. 512, per Lord Esher, M.R., at p. 515. 
The terin “ bill of sale had formerly a wider meaning. A bill of sale denoted a 
sale, and was not a power to sell {Simpson v. Wood (1852), 21 L. J. (EX.), pei* 
Pabke, B., at p. 153) ; and included a grant of goods by way of bargain and 
sale with delivery (Bridgman’s Conveyances (1725^641), or followed by livery of 
seism of the goods (Wood’s Conveyancing (1762), YoL 2, 690), either absolutely, 
or on a condition to become void on payment of money (Fidoll’s Guide to Con- 
veyances (16o4h 123). It was applied to grants of proper^ other than goods, as 
of a sailor’s wages (Chitty’s Law of Commerce (1824), VoL 4, 208); or of the 
pvoduoe 'and advant^e of goods on shipboard v. Miss^ (l?O0), Free, 

in Oh. 485). >A bill sale, aud a bargain and sale, whetbet of goods or other 
personalty, were precmly of the same kind in deration and technical 
import, but where the instrument had reference td things of a real nature it was 
usutdly styled a bsagain and sale, and where to things merely personal, as 
household goods etc., a bill of sate (Wilde’s Supp. to Barton’s (?o|jveyaucmg 
(1826), Yoi. 2, p. 68). 


Sm. 8. 

' ofm 
Statutes, , 


Two c1asi>es 
of bills of 
sale. 


Description 
of bill of sale, 


Meaning of 
bill of sale in 
Acts. 
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PrinciplOB.* 


Certain docu- 
mentfl not 
bills of sale. 


Dealings by 
the owner 
of chattels 
only affected. 

When a docu- 
ment is a bill 
of sale. 


Delivery of 
possession. 


whicllK \\fis the same meaning in the principal and amending Acta (2), 
ahokll.^ unless there be something in the subject or context repugnant 
to such construction, include bills of sale, assignments, transfers, 
declarations of trust without transfer, inventories of goods with 
receipt thereto attached, or receipts for purchase-moneys of goods, 
and other assurances of personal chattels, and also powers of 
attorney, authorities, or licences to take possession of personal 
chattels as security for any debt, and also any agreement, whether 
intended or not to' be followed by the execution of any other instru- 
ment, by which a right in equity to any personal chattels, or to any 
charge or security thereon, shall be conferred (7//). 

But the expression “ bill of sale ” does not include the following 
documents — that is to say, assignments for the benefit of the 
creditors of the person making or giving the same, marriage 
settlements, transfers or assignments of any ship or vessel or any 
share thereof, transfers of goods in the ordinary course of business 
of any trade or calling, bills of sale of goods in foreign parts or at 
sea, bills of lading, India warrants, warehouse-keepers* certificates, 
warrants or orders for the delivery of goods, or any other documents 
used in the ordinary course of business as proof of the possession or 
control of goods, or authorising or purporting to authorise, either by 
indorsement or by delivery, the possessor of such document to 
transfer or receive goods thereby represented (71). 

The Acts apply only to bills of sale given by the owner of chattels, 
and do not extend to dealings with chattels by a person other than 
the owner ( 0 ). 

8- It is not every document drawn up at the time when a trans- 
action is carried out for the purpose of transferring goods from one 
person to another that is a bill of sale (p). 

But a document included in the expression “bill of sale,” or 
deemed to be a bill of sale by the principal Act(g'), and intended 
to be an instrument of transfer of chattels, or to embody the terms 
of the contract between the parties, upon which it is necessary 
to rely to prove title, will, in general, be within the Acts, unless 
excepted by their express terms (r). 

It was not intended to interfere with transactions other than those 
expressly pointed out («) ; and unless a document is within the terms of 
the Acts it is not affected, though in the result the Acts are evaded (t). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Documents with Delivery of Possession^ 

9, The operation of both the principal and amending Acts is 
confined (a) to bills of sale, whether the same be absolute or subject 

(D Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Viet. c. 43), a. 3. 
(m) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viot a 31), s. 4. 

. to) Ihid, ; and see pp. 16 et seq,^ post 

'M McBnjtirey* Crossleyy Brothers Ltd,, [189o] A, C. 457, 

■ f|^ T. MUh, [1892] A. a 231. 

ir) Afancke^er, and Lincolnshire Bail, Go„ y. North Cmtral Wagon Co. 

(1888), la 4pP* 

E UhMmmpi y. MMsy por Halsbubt, L.O., at pp. 235, 336* 
y,,Aw|j(fon 8.Q. B. 17. 

C|o«\1884), 14 ft* 3* A 386. 
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or not subject to any trust, whereby the holder or grai:d;.e« has 
power, either with or without notice, and either iinmediatmy or at 
any future time, to seize or take possession of any personal chattels 
comprised in or made subject to such bill of sale (b). 

Transactions, the object and effect of which is the immediate 
delivery of chattels to the grantee, are not affected by the Bills of 
Sale Acts (c). Thus, they do not c^pply to a sale and actual delivery 
of chattels, though Accompanied by a document within the definition 
of a bill of sale (d), or to pledges of goods, where immediate posses- 
sion is transferred to the pledgee, though the transaction is recorded 
in a document regulating the rights of the parties (e),and construc- 
tive possession may be sufficient, though actual possession is not 
taken contemporaneously (/). 

Nor do the Acts apply to a document conferring on the holder of 
a common law lien rights of disposition of, or charges on, goods in 
his possession (^). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Transadioiu without Writing, 

10. The Bills of Sale Acts affect documents but not transactions, 
and leave unimpeached titles or rights acquired by oral contract 
completed without writing (A). They do not require that any trans- 
action shall be put into writing, but they do require that if a 
transaction be put into writing, and be of a particular character, 
it shall be registered (t). 

If the real bargain between the parties is reduced into writing 
the Bills of Sale Acts apply to the written contract (j). If, how- 
ever, the bargain is complete without any writing, so that the 
property intended to be dealt with passes independently, the Acts 
have no application to a document referring to or confirming the 

(h) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (4i & ^2 Viet. o. 31), s. 3. 

(c) ClKirlesworth v. Mills, [1892] A. C. 231. 

(d) Eamsay v. Margrett, [1891] 2 Q. B. 18. 

(c) Be Hardwick, Ex parte JIubhard (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 690; memorandum 
of deposit of warrant for warehoused goods deliverable to lender {Be Cunning- 
ham tfc Co., Ltd,, AUenborougEs Case (1886), 28 Ch. D. 682); letters of hypo- 
thecation accompanying pledge or pawn tickets {Be Hall, Ex parte Close 
(1884), 14 Q. B. B. 386) ; verbal charge on warehoused goods with delivery 
order {Grigg v. National Guardian Assurance Co,, [1891] 3 Oh. 206); memo- 
randum of terms under which furniture was warehoTised as security, the lender 
taking possession after paying warehouse rent {Willcinson v. Girard Frerea 
(1891), 7 T. L. R 206). For form of such a pledge, see Encyclopsedia of Forms, 
VoL VIIL, p. 794. 

(/) As the delivery of the key of a warehouse where the goods were stored 
{Hilton V. Tucker (1888), 39 Ch. D. 669) ; or of the key of a plate chest {Bowker 
V. Williamson (1889), 6 T, L. R 382) ; joint possession of grantor and grantee 
{Ramaay v. Margrett, supra). 

ig) Lord {Trustee of) v. Great Eastern, Bail, Co., [1908] 2 K, B. 64, per 
Oozens-Hardy, M.R., at p. 60. But if a right is claimed apart from }>oases- 
eion the Acts apply {ibid,). An unpaid seller’s lien over chattels is not 
affected by the Acts {Be Vidcan Ironworks Co., [1888] W. N. 37 ) ; though they 
apply to an c?i press Ben, granted by wiitten contract, for unj)^ purchase* 
money over chattels of which the seller has parted with possession {Oohurn v. 
Collim (1887), 36 Ch. D. 373). , 

(A) Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnahire Bail, Go, v. North Central Wagon Con 
(1888), 13 App. Cas, 664- . , 

(i) United Forty Pound Loan Oluh v. BdeUm, I Q. B. 28, 

Ij) Newhve v. Shrewsbury (1888), 21 Cl B. D. 41. 


Sect. 1. 
Oeixeraf 
PrincipM. 


Sale and 
delivery. 


Pledges and 
pawns. 


Common law 
lien. 


Oral 

contracts. 


Documents 
confirming 
oral trans- 
action. 
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Sbot. 1 , transaction (A:) ; and the fact that such a document is drawn up, 
Oeneral and is ifbt registered, does not invalidate the transaction (/). 
Principles! The existence of a document which does not express, or which 
is not intended to express, the real agreement between the parties 
does not necessarily exclude proof of title under an independent oral 
contract (?w). 


Billff of sale 
and assign- 
ments. 


Transfers. 


Declarations 
of trust. 


Sect. 2. — Bills of Sale, Assignments, and Transfers. 

11 . The expression “bills of sale and assignments,” which is 
included in the statutory interpretation of the term “ bill of sale,” 
does not add to it. Bills of sale, if absolute, are subject only to the 
principal Act, hut if given by way of security for the payment of 
money, are subject both to tlie principal Act and to the amending 
Act (n). For this reason certain of the instruments included in the 
statutory expression “ bill of sale ” cannot now be used except in 
cases where the disposition of property is intended to be absolute (o). 

12 . Transfers, which are also included in the statutory expression 
“ bill of sale,” are instruments which, though not in form bills of sale, 
purport to deal with chattels in the same way as a bill of sale Q?). 

Seot. 3. — Declarations of Trust without Transfer. 

13 . Declarations of trust of chattels personal may be made by 
parol (g), but a declaration of trust of chattels without transfer, if 
contained in a document, may be a bill of sale (7-) • If a bill of 


{]() Rarnaay v. Maryrett, [1894] 2 Q. B. 18, jicr Lord Esiieh, M.B., at p. 23: 

if a document is intended by tlio parties to it to be a part of the bargain 
to pass the property in the goods, then, whatever the form of the document 
may be, oven if it be only a simple receipt for the purchase-money, it is, by 
8, 4, to be deemed to bo a bill of sale, though it is not so in fact. But, if the 
document is not intended to be part of the bargaiii to pass the property in tho 
goods — if the bargain is complete without it, so that the property passes indepon- 
d(intly of it — then it is not to be doomed to bo that which it is not in fact — a 
bill of sale.” The test in each case is whether the document must be used in 
evidence to prove the title claimed {HaytloriY. Brown (1888), oO L. T. 810), unless 
the writing wlien produced does not affect tho rights of the parties, or make 
them different from what they Avould have been before, or from what they 
would have been if no writing had been referred to {Ckarlesworth v. 

[1892] A. C. 231, per Lord Halsbuiiy, at p. 239). 

(/) A document following an oral agreement to assign to bankers to seciu’e 
advances goods deposited with auctioneers for sale, is not within the Acts 
{London and Yorkshire Bankv, TI'A/fe ^890), 11 T. L. K. 570). Nor is a sale 
of goods by oral agreement, coupled with delivery and payment of iirice, accom- 
panied by on unregistered inventory and receipt {Shepherd y. Palhrook (1888), 59 

Li. T. 288 jm 

(w) Nexvlove v. Shrewsbury (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 41, where proof of a verbal 
transfer as security was not excluded by the existence of a written receipt as 
on sale ; Parker v, Lyofi (1888), 5 T. L. K. 10, where a verbal grant of lien for 
|rarchase-mouey, paid 011 a sale by deed, was upheld. 

(n) See p. 5, ante,[ :The substance, and not only tho form, of the instrument 
itjregarded, and if in fact given to secure the payment of money a bill of sale 
ii^^W^Jeet to both Acts {Madell v. I'komas, [1891] 1 Q. B. 230 ; He Watswi, Ex 

(1890), 25 Q. B. D. 27), 

( 0 ) Me Towiamdl Emparte Parsons (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 532. 

{p) Me Hardwick, Ex parie Hubbard (1886), 17 Q,. B. I), 690, per Lord 
Eshee, M.B., at p. 696. 

(o) See title Tevsts and Tetjstbes. 

(r) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Yiot. c, 31), s, 4 . 



Part II. — Wrat is a Bill of Sale. 

* 

Bale is made or given subject to any declaration of trust, gofr con- 
tained in the body thereof, such declaration of trust is to be deemed 
to be part of the bill of sale, and must be written on the same paper 
or parchment therewith and registered (s). 

Declarations of trust without transfer were formerly resorted to as 
security for advances ; and undertakings to hold goods in trust, and 
to pay over the proceeds when received, have been held to be bills of 
sale (t). 

An instrument charging or creating any security on, or declaring 
trusts of, imported goods given or executed at any time prior to their 
deposit in a warehouse, factory, or store, or to their being reshipped 
for export or delivered to a purchaser, not being the person giving 
or executing such instrument, is not to be deemed a bill of sale (a), 

Si^CT, 4 . — Inventories of Goods, lieceipts, and other Assurances, 

14 . The principal Act includes ‘‘inventories of goods with receipt 
thereto attached, or receipts for purchase-moneys of goods, and 
other assurances of personal chattels,” in the expression “ bill of 
Bale”(i). The controlling words are “other assurances of personal 
chattels,’* and inventories and receipts do not come within the Act, 
unless they are assurances on ^vbich the title claimed depends (c). 

It is questionable whether an invoice and receipt, which are 
separate instruments and not intended to be operative in connection 
with each other, can be regarded as an inventory of goods with 
receipt thereto attached {d). But an inventory and receipt may be 
as solemn an assurance as a deed {e), and an inventory and receipt, 
or receipt alone, if embodying and intended to embody the terms of 
the contract, may be a bill of sale(/). 

Where, however, there is a complete and effectual oral contract 
of sale or charge, independent of any document, an instrument of 
the kind mentioned, though drawn up contemporaneously with the 
transaction, will not affect the parties’ rights, or require registration 
as a bill of sale {q). 

Thus, where chattels are bought by oral contract and paid for, 
the buyer stipulating that a receipt shall be drawn up by a solicitor, 


(fi) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (3). 

(t) Re Steele, Ex parie Co7inmg (1873), L, R. 10 Eq. 414; /?. v. Toiomhend 
(1884), 15 Cox, 0. 0. 466. 

{a) Bills of Sale Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet, c. 53), s. 1, as amended by the Bills 
of Sale Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 35), s. 1. 

(6) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

(c) Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Rail. Co. v. North Central Wagon 
Go, (1888), 13 App. Cas. 554, 569. 

(d) i6i(/.,p<’r LordMACNAGHXEX, at p. 568. 

fe) Re Baum, Ex parte Cooper (1878), 10 Ch. I>. 313. 

(/) Be Hood, Ex parte Burgess (1893), 42 W. R. 23, where a receipt by the 
sheriff on a private sale by order of the Coiut, containing the tonus on whicn the 
sheriff sold, was held a hill of sale, there being uo sale independently of the receipt. 

(^) Rfitmsag y. Margrfdt, [1894] 2 Q. B. 18. * , 

the following cases inventories and receipts, or receipts alone, were 
held not to be assurances or bills of sale: Alhopp v. (1861), 7 H. d; 
N. 457; Byerley v. Frevoat (18711, L. R. 6. Q. P. 144 (receipts); Graham v* 
WilcocJcaon (1876), 46 L* J. (ex.) 56 (receipt with memorandum); Woodgate 
V. Gocifrey (1879), 6 Ex. I). 24 ; Marsdm t- Meadows (1881), 1 Q. B. D, 80 
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the title is complete, though afterwards the seller gives a 

receipt in the form of an assurance (h). 

16 . The words “other assurances of personal chattels,” which 
control the preceding words of the section, also extend them to 
documents of the same kind, but not precisely within the earlier 
expressions. Thus, an express lien for unpaid purchase-money, given 
by written agreement, over chattels sold and delivered to the pur- 
chaser, is an assurance within the Act (i) ; though an unpaid seller’s 
lien, arising by operation of law, is not affectedly). 

So also, a memorandum of the sale of goods in an auctioneer’s 
book, signed by his clerk for the purchaser, and by the auctioneer 
himself for the seller, without which the contract for sale would not 
have been enforceable, may be an assurance witliin the Act, 
requiring registration (k). 

Sect. 5. — Pou'ers of Attorney, Authorities, or lAcenccn to take 
Possession as Security for any Debt, 

SU-B-Sect. 1 . — In Qencrah 

16 . Powers of attorney, autliorities, or licences to take possession 
of personal chattels as security for any debt {1) are bills of sale within 

(receipts and inventories on sales by shorifT) ; llaylon v. Brown (188S), 59 L. T. 
810 (the like, including goods not subject to the execution) ; Fox v. Barnett 
(1886), 2 T. L. B. 233 (receipt on sale) ; Parnacott v. Diendomte (1885), 2T. L. B. 
98 (receipt and inventory on sale by triistco in lifpiidatioTi) ; Preece v. Ch'lUng 
(1885), 53 L. T. 763 (receipt on sale of furniture); Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lwailnshire Rail. Co. v. North Central Wayon Co. (1888), 13 A}^). Cas. 554 
(inventory and receipt on salo of wegons) ; '/lay v. Nathan (1886), 3 T. Tj. B. 11 
(receipt on sale); Shepherd v. I^idhrooh (1888), 59 L. T. 288 (list and receipt, 
sent after agreement to sell) ; NewtoveY. Shrewsbury (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 4l 
^receipt given on oral contract of sale); Jones v. Tower Furnishing Co. 
(1889), 61 L. T, 84 (receipt and inventory on sale by sliorilf under private 
contract) ; Grace v. Card (1889), 6 T. L. ll. 74 (inventory and memorandum 
on sale) ; Ctapham v. Ives (1904), 91 h. T. 69 (valuation, inventory, and lease) ; 
Lock V. Heath (1892), 8 T. L. B. 295 (inventory attached to deed poll after 
gift); Ramsay y^. Margrett, [1894] 2 Ci. B. 18 (leceipt for purchase-money of 
goods acknowledging that the goods were the purchaser’s); Siammera v. 
Margrett p905), 21 T. L. R. 342 (inventory and receipt on sale by sheriff). 

In the following cases inventories and receipts or receipts alone were held 
to be bills of sale ; lie Walden, Fx parte Odell (1878), 10 Ch. D. 76 (inventory 
with receipt attached); Re Bawm, Ex parte Cooper (1878), 10 Ch. I). 313 (invon- 
tory with receipt attached); He Hood, Ex parte Burgess (1893), 42 W. B. 23 
(receipt by the sheriff on a private sale by order of the court containing 
the terms on which the sheriff sold, there being no sale independent of the 
receipt) ; Phillips v. Gibbons (1857), 5 W. B. 527 (receipt for goods sold, and left 
m seller’s possession); Snell v. Ileighton (18835, 1 Cab. & El. 95 (receipt); 
French v. Bomhernard (1888), 60 L. T. 48 (inventory and receipt on sale under 
distress). 

^ h) Ramsay v. Margrett, supra. 

V) Coburn v. Collins (1887), 35 Ch. I). 373. 

'Ap Be Vulcan Ironworks Co., [1888] W. N. 37, 

Jk BoherU (1887), 36 Ch. 1). 196, where no part of the price was paid, the 
buyer bejng g^ven six months’ credit by the contract, and the whole of the 
gjoode remained on the seller’s premises, and in his apparent possession. See 
title Auction and Attctionebes, Vol. I., p. 506. 

, (() A licence to seize chattels ^not be assigned so as to give the assignee 
a righli of seizure (Re Davis, Ex, parte. Rawlings (1888), 22 U. B. D. 193). A 
licence to $e^e is revoked by bankruptoy (Thompson v. Cohen (1872), L. E. 7 
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the principal Act(m). As bills of sale by way of BecurSjJty for* Sact. 6. 
payment of money are now required to be in aecordancfe with a Powers»of 
scheduled form (w), the instruments enumerated will not be valid i Attorney 
securities. But a bill of sale may be executed under a power): of 
attorney, even though given to the proposed grantee, and the 
Court will refuse to restrain the attorney from executing a bill of 
sale in proper form (o), 

17. Authorities "and licences to take possession otherwise tlian as Licences, 
security for any debt are not bills of sale (p), though, if by way of 
security, it is immaterial that when the authority or licence was 
given no debt existed, if the intention was to secure a future debt (q). 

Only such licences or authorities to take possession ai*e bills of i.icenced 
sale as are consistent with possession of the goods remaining with ficcompanied 
the grantor, and if it is intended that possession should at once be 
given to the grantee the Acts do not apply (r). Thus, if an authority 
is given to sell goods which are handed over, a document accom- 
panying the transaction is not necessarily a bill of sale, there being 
no licence to seize goods which are already delivered (s). But it is 
otliorwise when the authority or licence is to seize and sell cliattels 
to pay a debt (t), and a licence to soil has been said to import a 
licence to seize (a). 

If the authority is not to take, but only to retain possession of, Authority to 
goods already in the possession of the grantee, the document con- posses- 
laining such authority is not a bill of sale, even though it defines 
the rights of the parties (h). Nor is a document a bill of sale which Ri? 2 :ht of 
confers on the holder of a common law lien rights of disposition of, 
or charges on, goods in his possession (c). 

But a document purporting to give a lien on goods not in the 
grantee’s possession, and on which there is no common law right of 
lien, is void as an authority or licence to take possession as security 
for a debt (c). 

18- Although ordinary powers of distress are not within the Licence to 
Acts (d), powers of seizure contained in leases, by way of distress 
for recovery of a debt, may be licences to seize ; thus, a brewer’s 

Q. B. 527), and has no operation against property acquired by a bankiupt after 
discharge (Collyer v. Isaacs (1S81), 19 Oh. D. 342). 

(m) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), b. 4. 

(n) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), b. 9 ; 
and see p. 34, posL 

(o) Furnivall v. Hudson, [1893] 1 Ch. 335. 

Be Garrud, Ex parte (1881), IG Ch. D. 622. 

{ a ) Stevens v. Marstmi (1890), 60 L, J. (q. b.) 192. 

(r) Re Hardwick, Ex pa/rte Huhhard (1886), 17 Q, B. 1). 690 (authority to sell 
goods deposited as security). 

{a) Cha/rlesworth v. Mills, [1892] A. 0. 231 (authority to auctioneers to sell and 
repay advances). Such an authority, if for valuable consideration, 'is irrevoc- 
able {iUd,, at p. 243), See titles Agency, Vol. I,, p. 228; Auction anu 
Auctioneers, vol. L, p. 504, 

(^) JKe Townsmd, Ex parte Parsons (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 632. , 

(a) if&hns^ V. Ware, [1699] 1 Oh. 359, at p, 363. ’ 

(5) &p€^icer v. Midland BaB. Co. (1895), 11 T, L. E. 642. 

(c) {Trustee of) v. Great Eastern BaU, Co., [190^ 2 K B. 04, per 
CozeNs-Hardt, M.E., at p, 60, ./ 

' {d) Be Boundwood CoUiOry Co,, [1897} 1 Ohl 373. 
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lease containing a power to seize stock in trade and effects of the 
lessee m default of payment of the brewer’s account is a bill of sale (e). 

19. An infltrumont containing a stipulation, common in building 
agreements, whereby all materials brought upon tho premises for 
the purposes of building are to be considered as immediately 
attaching to the land, with power to the landowner of seizure on 
the builder’s default, is not a bill of sale ( f ) ; for such a licence to 
seize is not generally given as security for any debt (g). ' And an 
agreement providing that all materials brought upon the land are 
to become the property of the landowner is not a bill of sale, as his 
interest in tho materials is legal, as distinguished from a right in 
equity to personal chattels (/<). 

But a mortgage of a building lease, together with plant and 
materials then or thereafter brought on the land, with power on 
default to sell them separately, is a bill of sale of the plant and 
materials (t). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Hiring Agreements. 

20. Licences to seize are frequently inserted in hire-purchase 
agreements (/:). The Bills of Sale Acts do not apply to aji ordinary 
business agreement for the hire or hiro-pureliase of chattels 
which, until tho stipulated payments have been made, are not the 
property of the hirer (i). In such cases the hirer is not the owner 
of the chattels ; and as the liceime to seize merely empowers the 
owner to retake possession of his own property, it is not a bill of 
sale {m). 

The same result follows when the owner of chattels sells them, 
and afterwards, by independent contract, hires them back from the 
purchaser, even though a right is given to repurchase for an 
equivalent to the sum paid(?i). 

The decisions as to what is to be regarded as an independent sale 
and hiring have not been free from difficulty (o). It would appear 


(e) Stevens v, Marston (1890), 60 L. J. (q. b.) 192. See furllior, p. 15, 
post 

(/) Brown V. Bateman (1867), L. B. 2 0. P. 272; BJalce v, Izard (1867), 16 
W, B. 108; lit'eves v. Barlow (1881), 12 il, 15. I). As to such stipulations, 

see titles Bankruptcy and Insojaenuy, Vol. 11., pp. 152, 177; Building 
Contracts etc., px). 260 seq., post. 

(g) Be Garrud, Ex parte Ncivitt (1881\ 16 Ch. D. 522. 

(A) Reeves v. Barlow ^ supi'a. See furlber p. 1*1, yoat, 

{%) Climpson v. Coles (1889), 23 Q. B. I) 465; Church v. Sage (1892), 67 L. T. 
800. ' 

(^;) For hire-purchase, see title Bailment, Vol. I., p. 554; for forms of hire- 
purchase agreements, see Encyclopoedia of Forms, Yol. VI., pp. 419 et seq. 

(i) Be Hawkins, Ex parte Emerson (1871), 41 lu J. (bcy.) 20; Re Rimertson, 
E^ parte Grawcour (1878), 9 Oh. B. 419. 

(m) McEniirey. CrossUy Brother's, Lid., [1895] A. 0. 457. 

. Yiiioria Dairy Co. v. West (1895), 11 T. L. B. 233 ; Clapham v, lues (1904), 

^ 9 . 

Be Walden, Ex parte Odell (1878), 10 Ch. D. 76; Brown v, Blaine 
(1884), 1 T.*L. K 158; Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Mail. Co. v. North 
Central Wagon Co, (1888), 13 App. Oas, 554, Gapp v. Bond (1887), 19 Q. B. I). 
200; Redhead v. Westwood (1888), 59 L. T. 293; French v. Bomhemard 
(1888), 60 t, T. 48 ; Jones v. Tower Furnishing Co. (1889), 61 L. T* 
84; Re Farrow, Esa parts Collins (1889),. 61 L. T. 642; Re Waitson, Ev pafie 
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that if there is a real completed sale, the Acts will not apply to 
a separate and distinct hiring or hire-purchase agreem^nl, even 
though a receipt or otlier document is given on the sale, and though 
the whole transaction may result in an equivalent of the price being' 
returned to the buyer by means of instalments of hire(p),:_ But 
if the real transaction is a loan of money intended to be secured by 
a sale and hiring agreement, the document or documents embody- 
ing the arrangenqont will be within the Acts (q). 

Where the contract is for a loan to bo secured by a sale and hiring 
agreement of chattels, even if the property passes by the sale, it 
does so subject to the terms of the hiring agreement, which is thus 
part of the buyer’s title, and within the Acts as a licence to 
seize (a). 

Each case must be determined according to the proper inference 
to be drawn from the facts ; and whatever form the transaction may 
take, the Court will decide according to its real substance (/>). Tims, 
the grantor of chattels by deed purporting absolutel}’’ to disjiose of 
them, followed by a hiring, is not estopped from showing that the 
real bargain was a loan on the security of chaiiols (c). 

An assignment by the owner of goods, let on hire, of all his riglits 
under the hiring agreement is not a bill of sale(^/), though an 
assignment of, or charge upon, the goods themselves would be (^). 

A purchaser from the hirer of goods, let on hire, acquires no title 
against the true owner where the hire-purchase agreement does not 
operate as a contract to buy as well as sell(/). 

Sect. 6. — Agreemevts. 

21 . An agreement, whether intended or not to be followed by the 
execution of any other instrument, by which a right in equity to 
any personal chattels, or to any charge or security thereon, is con- 
ferred, is a bill of sale (g), A written agreement to give a bill of sale, 
or purporting to confer a charge (h), when relied on to support a 
title to chattels, was a bill of sale within the Bills of Sale Act, 
1854 (i), which did not expressly mention this class of documents, 
and is within the express words of the principal Act. Coiisoqueiitly, 
a written agreement to give a bill of sale, or by way of cliarge, 


OjffiHal Receiver (1890), 25 Q. J). 27 ; Mndcll v. TJiomaSf [1891] 1 Q. B- 230; 
Beckett v. Tower Aaeda Co,, [1891] 1 Q. B. 638 ; Ik Linton, Ex parte Finlay 
(1893), 10 Moir. 258 ; Wheatleyk Truatee v. Wheatley, Ltd. (1901), 85 L. T. 491 ; 
Maas V, Pepper, [1905] A. 0. i02. 

(p) Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Rail, Co, v. North Central Wagon Co, 
(1888), 13 App. Cas. 554, 

(j) Maas V. Pepper, supra, 

(a) Beckett v. Tower Assets Co,, supra, 

(h) Be Watson, Ex parte Official Receiver (1890), 25 Q,. B. D. 27. 

(cj Madell v. Thomas, supra. 

Be Davis, Ex parte Rawlings (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 193 ; Be Isaacson, 
Ex parte Masm, [1895] 1 Q. B. 333. 

(e) Jarvis v. Jarvis (1893), 63 L. J. (CH.) 10, 

{/) Helhy v. MaUhews, [1895] A. 0, 471. 

{g) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

(A) Re Steele, Exparjte Ooitning (1873), L. R. IS Bq. 414. 

(0 Re Jeavons, Ex parte Mackay (1873), 8 Cb. App. 643; Edwards V. Edwards 
(1876), 2 Oh. D. 291. ' 
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Avill nqj; now give a title to chattels, unless the requirements of the 
Acts are ?oinplied with ( j), but an application to restrain the execu- 
tion of a bill of sale under a power of attorney given for valuable 
consideration will not be granted (fc). 

An oral agreement to give a bill of sale is not within the Acts, 
nor do they invalidate a duly registered bill of sale given in 
pursuance of an agreement within them (Z). 

The right affected by the Acts is a right in equity, as distinguished 
from a right in law, and if a legal right is given, this provision 
of the Act does not apply (m). 

Sect. 7. — Instruments with Power of Distress. 

22. Certain instruments giving a power of distress are deemed 
to be bills of sale (n). 

Before the principal Act came into force, an attornment clause 
inserted in a mortgage deed gave an additional security by way of 
distress on chattels for both principal and interest (o), and was not 
within the Bills of Sale Acts (p). This right of distress could be 
exercised, not only on the goods of the borrower, but on those of a 
stranger, as, for example, the grantee of a bill of sale given by a 
tenant to the mortgagor (^/). 

Such an attoniuient clause is included in the principal Act (?•), 
which applies whether the distress be on the goods of a third party 


U) I^rvia V. Jarvis (1893), 63 L. J. (oil.) 10; FurnivaU v. lludsvnf [1893] 1 
Ch, 335. 

(/c) FurnivaU v. Iludsony supra. 

(l) lie Hemingway j Ex parte llauxivell (1883), 23 Ch. D. 620. 

[m) lleevea v. Barlow (1884), 12 U* B. B. 436, where an instrument pro- 
viding that all materials brought on the land were to become the property of the 
building owner was held not to bo a bill of sale, the building owner’s mterest 
being a legal, and not an equitable, right ; Morris v. DelohbeUFlipo, [1892] 2 Oh. 
352, where an agreement giving an agent a retainer for advances on goods 
coming into his possession Avas hold to confer a legal and not an equitable light, 
as it depended on possession; /Spmw v. Midla?id Hail. Co. (1895), 11 T. L. It. 
642, where an agreement jirovidiug that all goods stored on a railway company’s 
premises should bo deemed to be in their possession and subject to a lien was 
held not to be a bill of sale ; Lord {Trustee of) v. Gi'eat Eastern Rail. Cb., [1908] 
2 K. 13. 54, where a similar agreement, affecting goods not in the company’s 
possession, was held to be a bill of sale as conferring an equitable right. 

{n) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 6: “ Every attornment, 
instmment, or agreement, not being a mining lease, whereby a power of distress 
is given or agreed to be given by any person to any other person by way of 
security for any present, future, or contingent debt or advance, and whereby 
any rent is icserved or made payable as a mode of providing for the payment of 
interest on such debt or advance, or otherwise for the purpose of such security 
only, shall be deemed to be a bill of sale, within the meaning of this Act, of any 
personal chattels which may be seized or taken under such power of distress ; 
Piwidod that nothing in this section shall extend to any mortgage of any 
estate or interest in any land, tenement, or hereditament which the mortgagee, 
in possession, shall have demised to the mortgagor as his tenant at a fair 
anft reasonable rent” 

(&y Betts, Ex parte Harrison (1881), 18 Ch. D. 127. 

\p) Morm V, Woods (1869), L. 11. 4 a B. 293. 

iq) Kearsley v. Philips' (mS), IX Q,. B. B. 621. 

(r) Oreen v. Marsh, [1892] 2 Q. B. 830. As to the validity in bankruptcy 
of an attornment clause iu a mortgage, see title Bankbuptoy AUtD Insolvbnox. 
Vol. IL, p. 293. 
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or of the borrower («), and whether the power of distress 16 
express, or is claimed as incident to the demise (i). '* 

Mining leases are expressly excluded from the operation of the. 
Act, and this protection extends to a power of distress in a mining 
lease on goods upon premises near to and worked with those 
demised (a). 

23 . The powers of distress which exist at common law, or are 
reserved to landlords in any usual form of lease, are not affected 
by the Acts (Z>). If, however, with the object of securinp; a debt, a 
power of distress is given, so general as to be outside the scope of 
ordinary leases or agreements between landlord and tenant, the 
instrument is to be deemed to be a bill of sale(r). 

But the instrument is only “ deemed to be *’ a bill of sale of any 
personal chattels which may be seized or taken under the power of 
distress (cl). It need not therefore be in the statutory form, not 
being in fact a bill of sale, though, for tlie purpose of registration, 
it is treated as one, and if unregistered is void so far as regards 
chattels which may he seized or taken under the power (d). 

Where no personal chattels are taken, the relationship of borrower 
and lender as landlord and tenant is not affected, nor are the terms 
of the agreement between them, excej)t so far as the agreement 
purports to give a power of distress (fi)- Thus, the lender as landlord 
may recover possession when rent reserved under the agreement is 
in arrear (/). 

24 . It is provided that a demise by a mortgagee in posses- 
sion to the mortgagor, at a fair and reasonable ]*ent, is not to 
be deemed to be a bill of sale (</), but this proviso extends only to 
cases where the mortgagee, being in actual possession, has subse- 
quently demised to the mortgagor, and does not give protection 
where actual possession has not been taken, the only demise being 
by the mortgage deed ; for an attornment clause does not of itself 
make the mortgagee a mortgagee in possession within the meaning 
of the proviso (h). 

A lease in good faith to a mortgagor by a mortgagee in actual 
possession is protected, but not a lease to secure money. Thus, where 
a mortgagor, under a mortgage with an attornment clause, being 
in arrear with interest, undertakes in writing to hold as tenant to 
the mortgagee at a fair rent, but the mortgagee does not take actual 
possession, the intention being further to secure the mortgage debt. 


( 3 ) Green v. Marsh, [1892] 2 Q. 330. 

(^) Me Willis, Kx parte Kennedy (1888), 21 Q. Jl. D. 381. Compare TlalL v. 
Comfort (1886), 18 Q, B. D. 11. 

(а) Me Roundwood Colliery, [1897] 1 Ch. 373. 

(б) Re Willisy Ex parte Kennedy, supra, at p. 397. 

(c) PvXhrook v. Ashby (1887), 56 L. J. (q. b.) 376 (biwor’s lonso Riviag power 
to difitrain for current account) ; Stevens v, Marston (1890), 60 L. J. (Q. u.) 193 
(lease giving landlords the same right of distress for current account aad 
advances as for rent in an'ear). • 

(ei) Green ▼. Marsh, supra, 

(e) Stevens v. Marston, supra, 

(/) Mum/ord v. Collier (1890), 25 Q, 15, U. 279. 
if) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, c. 31), s. 6. 

(A) Me Willu, Ex parte Kennedy, supra: Gram v. Marsh, auprok* 
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find not to create a real demise, the instrument is a bill of sale, and 
a distres^ levied by the mortgagee on goods of strangers is 
•avoided (i). 

In determining what is a fair and reasonable rent, the question 
probably is whetlier the rent fixed be so excessive, considering the 
nature of the property, as to lead to the conclusion that it was not 
intended to create a real rent or a real tenancy, but that the demise 
was a mere device to enable the mortgagee to obtain an additional 
security (/j). 


Part. Hi. — Instruments not within the 

Expression “Bill of Sale.” 

Si’.CT. 1. — AsHigninenis for the Benefit of Creditors, 

25. The principal Act provides that the expression bill of sale ” 
shall. not include certain documents, the first being assignments 
for the honelit of tlje creditors of the person making or giving the 
same (/). 

8ucli assignments, to bo within tho exception, must be available 
for creditors generally wlio choose to come in {m), none being 
excluded from the benefits of the deed (?i). But a deed of assign- 
ment is none the less for the benefit of creditors because a time 
limit is fixed within which they must accede (o). An assignment of 
chattels to secure a composition is, if for the benefit of creditors 
generally, also within tlie exception (p). 

But if the deed is for the benefit of certain creditors only, it is 
a bill of sale {q ) ; and so is a licence to seize chattels given to a 
creditor, with an authority to pay himself and other creditors (r). 

Sect. -Marriage Settlements, 

26. Marriage settlements are not bills of sale, within the principal 
Act (rv). Tho exception includes instruments which create a trust 


(/) Gref^n v. Marsh, [iS92] 2 Ci. E. .330. 

(A*) lie Bowes, Ex parte Jackson, (1880), 14 Ch. D. 725. 

[1) Bills of Salo Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), e. 4; and eeop. 6, ante. As to 
assignments for the benefit of creditors, which arc now regulated by the Deeds 
of Arrangement Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 67), and the principles of law 
applicable under that Act, together with the validity of deeds of aiTangement 
against creditors and in bankruptcy, see title BATvkiiurxcY and Insolvency 
Yol II., pp. 825^337. 

fm) General Furnishing and Uphohferij Co. v. Venn (1863), 2 H. & 0. 163. 

(ri) Paine v. Matthews (1885), 53 L.' T. 872; Boldero v. London and West- 
minMer I>Ucount Co. (1879), L. E. 5 Ex. D. 47. Compare . jSpewc«r y. Slater 
(1878|i^ 4 B. D. 13. ' 

(o) Iloidky jh Son v. BeeJ^cm, [1895]- 1 Q. B. 646. 

(p) V. Preston (1899), 80 L. T. 847; Beevor v. Savage (1867), 16 L. T. 
858. 

((/) n. v, Creese (1874), 43 L. (m. c.) 51. 

(r) Me Townsend, Em parte Parsmis (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 632. 

{») Bilk pf ^Ip Act. 1878 aee.^|, Po, 
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for the purpose of carrying out provision for a marriage ^Thus, Swcrr. 2. 
an informal ante-nuptial memorandum of agreement for a marriage Kaniaie 
settlement is protected (a). And a transfer of chattels after marriage, Bettlemtots, 
carrying out an ante-nuptial contract, is within the exception, as ^ 

for example an assignment of chattels, acquired after marriage, in 
pursuance of a covenant contained in a marriage settlement to 
transfer to trustees all the settlor's after-acquired property excej)t 
business assets (i>). 

27. Post-nuptial settlements are not marriage settlements within Post-nuptial 
the exception (c). When absolute transfers, they require attestation 

and registration under the provisions of the principal Act (d). 

Unless a post-nuptial settlement is an assurance of chattels by way 
of security for the payment of money, it is excluded from the 
operation of the amending Act(e). 

28. W^hen two persons are together in tlie enjoyment of chattels, Apparent 
the law refers possession to the one who has the legal title(/). Thus, 
chattels settled by a husband on his wife, which are in her posses- 
sion in the liome where she and her husband live together, are, in 
general, deemed to be in her possession, and not in the apparent 
possession of her husband, in which case the principal Act does 

not affect them (< 7 ). 

Sect. 3. — Mercantile Transfers. 

Sub-Seot. 1 . — Transfers of Ships. 

29. Transfers or assignments of any ship or vessel or any share Transfers ot 
thereof are not bills of sale, within the Acts (/i), even though not in 

the form given by the Merchant Shipping Act, 189*4 (i), or registered 
thereunder (j). 

The exception applies to a transfer or assignment of anything 
ordinarily called a vessel, and not only of what is technically so 
called, and includes a dumb barge worked by oars, but not a mere 
boat (k). 


marriage settlements generally, see titles Peal Vhoferty anv Chattels 
l^EAL " Settlements 

(a) Wenman v. L^on rfc Co., [1891] 2 Q. 1». 192. As to the validity of 
man'iaye settlemonts again si creditors, a.parl. l'r(jm the Bills of Sale Acts, see 
titles Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Yol. li., p. 277 ; ITiaueulent and 
Voidable Conveyances. 


(&) Re Reis, Ex parte Clough, [1904] 2 K. B. 7()9, affirmed in 11. L., sub worn. 
Clough V. Samuel, [1905]A. C. 442. 

(cj Fowler v. Foster (1859), 28 L. J. (q. b.) 210; Ashton r. Blackshaw (1870), 
L. E. 9 Eq. 610. 

{d) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), bb. 8, 10 ; Casson v. Ghurchley 
(1884), 63 L. J. (q. b.) 335. 

(e) Bias of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 3. 

f/) Ramsay v. JMargrett, [1894] 2 Q. B. 18. 

(J) Re Satterthwaite, Ex parte Trustee (1895), 2 Mans. 62; Shepherd v. Pulhrovk 
(1888), 4 T. L. E. 642. 

(A) ot Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31h s. 4 ; and see^. 6,/»nfe. 

(3 67 & 58 Viet, c, 60, s. 24 ; Sched. I., Part I., Porm A. Bee Enoyclopaejia 
of Forms, Vol, XIV., p. 63. 

(y) Union Bank of London v. Lenanton (1678)« 3 0, P* D. 243, See furtlier^ 
title Shipping and Nayigatiow. 

ik) Gavp V. Bond (1887), 19 Q. B. p. 209, 
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Bills of Sale. 


Sect; 3. * Th^ transfer of an unfinished ship is also protected, including 

Mercantile materials preparing for its completion, but not actually on board (Z). 
Tr ansfe rs, » The statutory form of mortgage of a ship with its appurtenances, 
under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (ni), covers all articles and 
materials necessary for the ship, and on board when the mortgage is 
given ; and registration as a bill of sale is unnecessary to protect 
articles and materials afterwards substituted for them (n). 


Transfers of 
t'oods. 


Transfers not 
within the 
exception. 


Hypotheca- 
tions etc. 


Sun-SECT. 2. — Trans/en in the Ordinarfj Course of Ihisinees. 

30. Transfers of goods in the ordhiavy course of business of any 
trade or calling are also excluded from tho statutory interpretation of 
bills of sale, a-s are also bills of sale of goods in foreign parts or at 
sea (o), bills of lading, India warrants, warehouse-keepers* certifi- 
cates, warrants or orders for the delivery of goods, or any other 
documents used in the ordinary course of business as proof of the 
possession or control of goods, or authorising or purporting to 
authorise, either by indorsement or by delivery, the possessor of 
such document to transfer or receive goods thereby represented (/>). 

31. Disposing of goods by bill of sale is not a transfer of goods in the 
ordinary course of business (q). Nor is a pledge by a trader of stock 
in trade, bought on credit and not paid for, a transfer in the ordinaiy 
course of business of any trade or calling within the exception (/•)• 

The exception does not apply to an agreement by the owner of a 
sugar plantation by which it is agreed, in consideration of a loan, 
to deliver to the lender the crop of sugar when made, for the purpose 
of sale and payment of the debt out of the proceeds, tho trans- 
action being considered a borrowing on sj>ecial agreement which, 
though not uncommon, is not in the ordinary course of business (s). 

32. A letter of hypothecation accompanying a deposit of goods is 
not, as has been seen, a bill of Bale(0; and a document charging 
goods in the ordinary course of mercantile business, oven though 
the goods are not actually delivered (?a), or an agreement for a 
vendor’s lien on bills of lading and goods in transit or in the hands 
of consignees (/r), is within the exception. 

But an agreement, not in the ordinary course of business, agreeing 
to hold goods at a creditor’s disposal and to give a transfer when 
required, is a bill of sale (a:). 


{1) Be Softh'}/^ Kcimrte Ilodijhin (1S7j), L. H. 20 Eij. 74(>. 

[m) 57 & 5S Viet. c. 60, s. 31 (1), and Seliod. 1., Part I., Form B. ; seo 
Encyelopaidia of Forms, Vol. XI Y., ])p. 55—50. 

{n) (kdtmuri v. (ISOO), 25 Q. B. J). 32S. 

(6) p. 6, ante* 

(p) Bills of Sale Act, 1S78 (m A: 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

- (y) It V. Thomas (1870), 22 Ju T. 138. 

{r) Be Ifallf Ex parte Close (1884), 14 Q,. B. D. 386. Ootnpnro tho pled^’O of a 
jUIlipf lading (Be litdt/aon, Er. parte i^rft<^(1875), 1 Oh. D. 151), 

■; Tennant v. Hovmtsoih (1888), 13 App. Oas. 489. 

m Boe j). "l.anie. For form of Bueh letter, see Enoyclopfiedia of Forms. 
ToL VIII.* p. 'ftc. > 

(u) Be Ex parte Eforth^Western Bunk (1872), L. B. 15 Eq. 69. 

(w) Re Lore, Ex parte Watson (1877), 6 Oh. D. 35. 

(aj) Be Steele, Ex parte Corinwa (1873), L. R 10 Eq. 414; R. y. Townshend 
(1884), 15 Cox. 0. C. 460. 
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PaKT 111 . — iNSlUUMENtS NOt WltHlN fixPEESSION " BlLt OP SaIiE,” 

Letters given to bankers for advances on goods in the hands of 
third parties, with their receipts attached, stating that the bon-owers 
hold the goods in the third parties* hands on the lenders* account 
and under lien to them, are within the exception, as documents 
used in the ordinary course of business as proof of the possession 
or control of goods, and protect, without registration, goods 
returned to the borrowers by the third parties, as well as those still 
in their hands (,v). 

An instrument charging or creating any security on, or declaring 
trusts of, imported goods, given or executed at any time prior to 
their deposit in a warehouse, factory, or store, or to their being 
reshipped for export, or delivered to a purchaser not being the 
person giving or executing such instrument, is not a bill of sale 
within the meaning of the principal and amending Acts(^). As 
regards such goods the operation of the law of reputed ownership 
in bankruptcy remains unaffected (a). 

Sect. 4. — Deheniures. 

33. Debentures issued by any mortgage, loan, or other incor- 
porated company (/;), and secured upon the capital stock or goods, 
chattels, and effects of such company, are excluded from the 
provisions of the amending Act(c). 

A trading company may give a bill of sale as security for goods 
sold or work done (d), and such a bill of sale by a company has 
been said to be within the Bills of Sale Acts(c). But mortgages or 
charges created by an incorporated company, for the registration of 
which provision is made by the Companies Clauses Act, 1845, or 
the Companies Acts(/), are not bills of sale within tlio principal 
Act, which must be construed with the amending Act ( 17 ). 


(y) Re Hamilton^ Young cfe Co., Ex j>arte Carter^ [190o] 2 K. B. 772. For 
forms of such letters, see Enc 3 "clopcodia of Forms, VoJ. 11., pp. 479 et arq. 

(z) Bills of Sale Act, 1891 (54 & oo Viet. c. 35), s. 1. 

(a) Bills of Sale Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 53), s. 2, As to reputed ownership, 
see title Bankhuptcy a™ Insolvekcy, Vol. JL, pp. 173 ei seq. 

(5) The words “other incorporated companies” include suaj company 
authorised to raise or secure money on loan or mortgage {Re Standard Manu- 
facturing Co., [1891] 1 Ch. 627). The protection of the section extends to a 
floating charge affecting chattels in England, given by a company registered in 
Guernsey, not keeping or being by law required to keep any register of mort- 
gages or charges ( CfttWc v. Balm, Hill ife Co., [1908] 1 K. B. 667). But debentures 
issued by a society” registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Acts 
ai'e not protected, there being no provision made by those statutes for the regis- 
tration of debentures of such a society {Great Northern Rail, Co, v. Coal 
Co-operative Society, [1896] 1 Ch. 187). For such societies, see title Industkial, 
PeOVIDENT and simitar SoCIETIBa. 

(c) BiUs of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 17. 
As to the general law relating to debentures, see title Companies. 

9 Shears v. Jacob (186^, L. B, 1 C. P. 613. A coCnpany may be described 
its registered office. Directors attesting the affixing of a company’s seal are 
not attesting witnesses (Deffell v. White (1866), L, K. 2 C, P. 144), 

(eX,Me Cunningham & Co., Ltd,, AitenhorougEs Case (1886), 23 Oh. JD. 682. 

(/) By Companies Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, o. 60), s, 10, nepealing and replacing 
as from June 30, 1908, Companies Act, 1900 (68 & 64 Viet, c, 48), s. 14 (Ij, 
l^e title Companies. 

W Re Standard Manufacturing Oo,, supra \ Uead v. foannon (1890), 26 
Q. B. D. 300 ; Richards v. Kidderminster Overseas, [1896] 2 Oh', 212, 


8eot. S. 
Mercantile 
Transfers. 
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When 
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bills of sale. 
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Bills oir Sals. 


Ei^T. 4. 
Defejentnres. 
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Dl'CcI of 
charge. 


Tiausfer, 


Meaning of 

perbonaL 

chattels. 


' A d<jcument which is a debenture in the common acceptation of 
the term? creating or acknowledging a debt, and accompanied by a 
charge on the property of the company, is within the exception (/t). 

It is doubtful whether the expression debenture ** can include a 
memorandum of deposit as security for a floating balance, not 
admitting any specific debt, or containing a promise to pay, and 
charging specific property as distinguished from a general charge 
on assets (i). 

A deed of charge on the assets of a company to secure debentures 
is not a bill of sale wdthin the Acts (j). Such a covering deed is 
probably a debenture within the exception (/r), but even if it is not 
it may operate as an equitable charge in favour of debenture-holders 
over property purporting to be assigned (1). 

A transfer by the grantee of an unregistered charge on chattels, 
given by a company, is ineffectual under the Acts to give the 
transferee a valid title to the chattels (m). 


Part IV. — Subject-matter of Bills of Sale. 

Sect, 1. — I?i GenerciL 

34 . The Bills of Sale Acts relate only to personal chattels, which 
term has a special meaning attached to it. By the principal Act {n) 
personal chattels comprise four classes of things: (1) Articles capable 
of complete transfer by delivery ; (2) growing crops, wdien assigned 
or charged separately from the land ; (3) fixtures, when assigned or 
charged separately from tlio land ; and (4) trade machinery, which 
for the purposes of the Acts is to be deemed personal chattels (o). 


(It) Levy y. Ahar corn's Slate and Slah Co. (1887), 37 Ch. T). 260; FAhnonds v. 
Blaina Furnaces Co. (1887), 30 Oh. I). 215. Coinpiiro Topham v. Oreenside 
Glazed Fire-Brick Co. (1887), 37 Cli. D. 281. 

(?) 'Fopliam V. Greenside Glazed Fire- Bride Co.y supra. 

(;} Eichnrds v. Kidderrninster Overseers, [1890] 2 Ch. 212; Re Standard 
Manufaciurivy Co., [1891] 1 Ch. 627. See BruckJehurst y. Railway Printing Co., 
[1884] W. N. 70; Jenkinson y. Brandley Mining Go. (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 668, 
where there was no express trust for debeiiture-huhlers. 

(h) Richards v. Kidderminster Overseers, supra. 

(/) Ross y. Army and Navy Hotel Co. (1886), 34 Ch. D. 43. 

(w) Jarvis y. Jarvis (1893), 63 L. J. (CH.) 10. 

(») Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4: “ The expression 
* personal chattels * shall mean goods, fiirnitui-e, and other articles capable of 
complete transfer by delivery, and (when separately assigned or charged) 
fixtures and growing crops, but shall not include chattel interests in real estate, 
nor fixtures (except trade machinery as hereinafter defined), when aasi^ed 
together with a freehold-or leasehold mterest in any land or building to wnich 
affixed, nor growing crops when assigned together with any interest 
land on which tney grow, nor shares or interests in the stock, funds, or 
of Government, or in the capital or property of iheorporated or 
joint istocipckimpauieis, nor ohoses in action, nor any stock or produce upon any 
fars^ or I^ds which by virtue of any covenant or agreement pr of the oustom 
,ol the coimfiy ought not to be removed from any farm where the samp ore at 
the time of making or giving of such bill of aale.^’ 

(p) 8. 5 ; i^d see pp. 22 ee 
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I’art IV.— Subject-matter op Bills of Sal*. 

# 

The subject-matter of bills of sale is confined to things whicji coraef 1. 

under one or other of these four classes. ♦ In Genoral. 

Personal chattels do not include chattel interests in real estate, a 

or fixtures, except trade miichinery, or growing crops when assigned urcexclud^. 
together with any freehold or leaseliold interest in the land or • 

building to which they are affixed or on which they grow. The Act 
also excludes from the meaning of personal chattels choscs in action, 
and shares or interests in Government securities, or in the capital 
or property of incorporated or joint-stock companies, and any stock 
or produce upon any farm which by virtue of any covenant or agree- 
ment or of the custom of the country ought not to be removed from 
the farm where they are at the time when tlie hill of sale is 
made( 7 j). further, the machinery and effects excluded from the 
definition of trade machinery in the principal Act are not deemed 
personal chattels {q). 

36. The description of personal chattels in the principal Act is T.imiiation of 
only applicable for the purposes of the Bills of Sale Acts (r). Thus, 
growing crops or fixtures, though separately assigned, are not goods 
within the doctrine of reputed ownership in bankruptcy, while trade 
debts, which are choses in action and as such excluded from the 
definition of personal cliattels in the principal Act, are within that 
rule (s). And it is only for the purposes of the Bills of Sale Acts 
that trade machinery is deemed to be personal chattels {t). 

36. The subject-matter of bills of sale by way of security is Specific 
restricted by certain provisions of the amending Act which require, chattels of 
in order that a bill of sale by way of security should have effect 
against persons other than the grantor, that the personal chattels to 

which it relates should be capable of specific description, and should 
be specifically described in the schedule annexed to the bill of sale (a), 
and that the grantor should be the true owner of such personal 
chattels at the time of its execution {h). These provisions are sub- 
ject to certain exceptions in the case of growing crops, fixtui os, 
plant, and trade machinery (c). 

37. As a bill of sale by way of security for money is void unless Wh.it may 
it is in accordance with the form required by the amending Act (d), 

and as, according to this statutory form, the bill of sale must be an scemityr 
assignment of the chattels and things described in the schedule {e), 
articles which do not come within the description of personal 
chattels cannot be included in a bill of sale by way of security (/). 

(p) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

\ q) lUd., 8. 5. 

I r) Meux v. Jacobs (1875), L. B. 7 H. L. 481. 
s) See title Bankuottcy and Insolvency, Vol II., pp. 173, 174, 
t) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 31), s. 5. 

a) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 4. 

h) s. 5. 

c) Ihid.t B. 6 ; and see pp. 22 cf seq., poet, 

dyim., 8. 9. - ^ • 

e) Schedule. The^ expressien “ chattels and things in the scheduled 
form s^ms to be synonymous with ** personal chattels as defined in the 
principal Act. _ > 

(/) Cochrane v. EntwietU (1890), 25 a B. D. U6. 


Bnis OF Sal®* 


SaoT. 1. Thus, a t^ll of sale by way of security which includes tillages, teUAftt 
In General, right, valuation, or chattels real in its schedule, is not in accordance 
'*with the statutory form, and is therefore void {g ) ; and if any of the 
, 1 . other articles excluded from the definition of personal chattels, as 

for instance hook debts, are comprised in such bill of sale, the result 
would seem to be the same. 

Oeedi. Deeds, however, may be included in the schedule of a bill of sale 

by way of security, if they are assigned as chattels personal, that is, 
merely as parchment and w ax, and not with the intention of creating 
a charge iijion the land (k). 

38 . The assignment of a share in a partnership, including plant 
and stock (i), the assignment of rights under a hire agreement with 
authority to exercise all the powers it confers (/c), or the assignment 
of a reversionary right to chattels subject to a prior life interest (1), 
are all assignments of choses in action, to which the Bills of Sale 
Acts do not apply. But the assignment of a d(3bt arising under an 
unregistered mortgage of chattels appears to confer no security on 
iljc chattels without registration (?a). 

39 . Although an instrument purporting to assign by way of 
security property other than personal chattels is void as a bill of 
sale, it may, nevertheless, be valid as regards property not deemed 
to be personal chattels within the meaning of the principal Act, as, 
for example, machinery and effects excluded from the definition of 
trade machinery (n). 

Sect, 2. — Chattels capable of Complete Transfer by Delwery, 

Cases to 40 . Goods, fumiturc, and other articles which are capable of 

which Acts complete transfer by delivery are personal chattels within the 

apply- meaning of the principal Act, as w^ell as in the ordinary sense. The 

Acts apply only when such chattels, though capable of complete 
transfer by delivery, have not been actually delivered (o), and do 
not affect absolute trausfers completed by delivery (p). 

Plant, 41 . Some articles which are capable of complete transfer by 

delivery may constitute plant within the meaning of the amending 
Act (q). And if plant is assigned by a bill of sale in substitution 
for like plant which is specifically described in the schedule thereto, 


ClioBCs in 
aoliou. 


Void bill 
of sale 

may be 'valid 
ill other 
respeels. 


(g) Cochrane v. Entwistle (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 116. 
pj) Swanky Coal Co. v. Denton^ [1906] 2 K. B. 873. 

If) Ik Bainbrulge, Ex parte FletcJier (1878), 8 Ch. D. 218. 

(k) He Davie cfc Co., Ex parte Rawlings (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 193; Re Isaacsm, 
Ex parte Mason, [1895] 1 Q. B. 333. 

I t) Re Trittonf Ex parte Singleton (1889), 61 L. T. 301. 
fn) Jarvis v. Jarvis (1893), 63 L. J. (OH.) 10. 
tj) Re BurdtU, Ex parte Byrne (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 310. 

Eramom v. Grtjfiis (1877), 2 0. P, D. 212. 
p) See R. 7, aeote. 

q) Bills of Sale Apt (l$78) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 43), s. 6 (2). 
Plant includes tools, appliances, apparatus, and, it' seems, even animals used 
in carrying on trade upon particular premises, e.g., a horse used for turnihg a 
mill U^ondon and Eastern Qomties Doan , and DiecourU Cou v. Creaaey, f li597] 
;i Q. B, 768, per Cniiry, L.J., at p. ^71)* 
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PaHT IV.— SUBJWr-I^ATOER OF BiLLS OF SALE. 

# 

such bill of sale is excepted from the provisions of the amending 2, 

Act with regard to specific description in the schedule and true Challels 

ownership, and will be valid against third parties as well as against capable of 
the grantor, although the substituted plant is not specifically Complete 
described in the schedule, and although the grantor was not the Transfer Iflr 
true owner of such substituted plant at the time of the execution of ^^ hver y. 
the hill of sale (r), provided that the bill of sale is in accordance , 

with the form presci-ibed by the schedule (s), 

Skct. 3 . — Groicinff Crops, 

42 . Growing crops [a) become, when severed {/>), personal chattels When 
ill the ordinary sense, and an assignment of them requires registra- 
tion (c). They are personal chattels when separately assigned or 
charged, that is to say, apart from the land, but not when assigned bin of aaie. 
together with any interest in the land on which they gro\v(d), and 
they may none the less be separately assigned, thougli other goods 
are assigned with them {r). 

An assignment of growing crops by separate wujrds, or a power to What 
sever and sell them apart from the land, does not of iisell: operate ^ 

as a separate assignment, if by the same instrument any freehold ‘S^umcint. 
or leasehold interest in iho land is also conveyed or assigned to the 
same person (/). 

If growing crops wdiicli are separately assigned or charged were Assif?riment 
actually growing at the iiiiKi when the bill of sale was executed, 
they are excepted from the jirovisions of the amending Act, whicli, growUii,'. 
as against third parties, avoid a bill of sale given by way of security, 
in respect of chattels not specifically described in the schedule, or 
of which the grantor was not the true owner at the time when the 
bill of sale was executed {()). 

An assignment of an authority to let and manage a farm, coupled AssigTimont c»f 
with an irrevocable appointment as auctioneer and, salesman to 
dispose of the lettings, grazings, and nieado wings, and out of the 
proceeds to retain advances, commission, and interest, is not a hill 
of sale, as it involves no assurance of growing crops as chattels (li). 

(r) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vic(,. c, 46), s. 6 (2), 

{s) [bid.f s. 9 

(a) Growing crops were not within the Bills of Sale Act, 1854 (17 & IS Viet, 
c. 30), s, 7. The expression “produce” in that Actinoaiit produc(3 locoived from 
the land (Brantom v. Grijjfits (1877), 2 0. P. I). 212). 

(5) No assignee under any bill of sale, nor any purchaser, of farm cr(»ps may 
dispose of them in any otlier manner than the tenant ought to have done 
(Sale of Farming Stock Act, 1810 (50 Geo. 3, c. 50), s. 11). The grantee of 
crops growing on premises which the grantor surrenders to his landlord is only 
entitled to the crops subject to the grantor’s liabilities as tenant {Clementft v. 

Matthews (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 808). See titles AGKiCTTLTUitE, Vol. I., p. 275; 

Landlord and Tenant. 

(c) Re Phillips^ Ex parte National Mercantile Bavh (1880), 10 Ch. P. 101. 

For form of bill of sale by way of mortgage of growing crops, see Encyclopjodia 
of Forms, Vol. VIII., p. *790. 

(d) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4; and see p. 21, ante, 

(e) Roberts v. Roberts (1884), 13 Q. B. P. 794. * • 

(/) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 7, 

ig) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (4o & 40 Viot. c. 43), 
ss. 4, 5, 6 ; and see pp. 27—30, post, 

(A) (7oona» v. G’ Connor, [1903] 1 1. R. 449. 
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Bills of Sale. 


Sect. 4. 
Fisfares. 
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assignment of 
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substituted 
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assigned. 
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mortgaged 

premises. 


* ^ Sect. 4. — Fixtures, 

» 43. The Bills of Sale Acts do not affect mortgages or chargee 
on realty or leaseholds, by which, without express mention, there 
will pass, as part of the land, fixtures affixed before the mortgage or 
during its continuance (i) ; and the same is true under certain con- 
ditions with regard to fixed trade machinery (k), 

44. Fixtures arc personal chattels within the Acts, though not 
for other purposes (1), when separately assigned or charged, that is 
apart from the land but not, except in the case of trade 
machinery, when conveyed or assigned together with a freehold or 
leasehold interest in any land or building to which they are 
affixed (n). 

They maybe separately assigned though other goods are assigned 
with them (o) ; but are not deemed separately assigned or charged 
by reason only that power is given to sever them from the land or 
building to which they are affixed, without otherwise taking possession 
of, or dealing with, such land or building, if by the same instrument 
any freehold or leasehold interest in the land or building to which 
such fixtures are affixed is also conveyed or assigned to the same 
persons or person (p). 

The same rule of construction is applicable to deeds or instru- 
ments, including fixtures or growing crops executed before, as well 
as after, the commencement of the principal Act (p). 

45. If fixtures are separately assigned or charged by a bill of 
sale by w'ay of security in substitution for like fixtur’es which are 
specifically described in the schedule thereto, such bill of sale is 
excepted from the })rovisions of the amending Act with regard to 
siiecific description in the schedule and true ownership (q). ^I’he 
bill of sale will, therefore, be valid against third parties, as well as 
against the grantor, although tlie substituted fixtures were not 
specifically described in the schedule, and although the grantor was 
not the true owner of such substituted fixtures at the time of the 
execution of the bill of sale (r), provided that the bill of sale is in 
accordance witli the form prescribed by the schedule (s). 

46. J3efore the principal Act, a grantee by bill of sale of fixtures 
annexed to mortgaged premises had no title against the mort- 
gagee (0, and the same appears still to be the law (u). 


(i) Meux v. Jacobs (1875), L. R. 7 H. L. 481. See title Mortgage. 

(A) See p. 26, post Although suiiie fixed effects are named, other fixtures 
may, without e^raress mention, past, with the land (SoMporiand JVesl Lancashire 
Banking Co, v. Thompson (1887), .37 Ch. D. 64), 

{1) Menx V. Jacobs^ supra, 

(w) Olimpson v. Coles (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 465. 

(»V Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 
hijmerts V, Roberts (1884), 13 Q. B. I). 794. 

Billa of Sak Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 7. 

Sa4e Act (1878) Amendment Act, KS82 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), 

88. 4, 5. 

(r) Ibid., 8. 6 
s. 9. 

(Q LonghetUm v. Berry (1869), L. B. 5 Q. B. 123. 

(m) Begnolde v. Ashby A: Bm, [1904] A. C. 466. Sec title Mortgage. 
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Part IV.— S[JBJB:oT-MA'n'ER of BiLiis of Sale, 

« 

Sect, 6- — Trade Machinery. ^ . * 

47. Trade machinery, which, as delined by the principal Act (a), 
means the machinery used in or attached to any factory or work- 
shop (d), with certain exceptions (e), is, for the purposes of the Act, 
to he deemed to be personal chattels, and any mode of disposition 
of trade machinery by the owner thereof which would be a bill of 
sale as to any other personal chattels is to be deemed to be a bill of 
sale within the meaning of the Act ({[). The definition has relation 
to fixed trade machinery, loose machinery being personal chattels 
apart from the Act. 

Certain fixed machinery and effects are excluded from the statutory 
definition (c), and such excluded machinery and effects are not to 
be deemed to be personal chattels within the meaning of the Acts 
for any purpose, even though not assigned with laml, or though 
affixed to land belonging to a tliird party (/). A bill of sale may 
give an effective security over machinery or effects so excluded, 
although void as regards things within the definition of personal 
chattels (V/). 

If trade machinery becomes subject to a bill of sale in substitu- 
tion for like trade machinery, which is specifically described in the 
schedule thereto, such bill of sale is excepted from the provisions of 
the amending Act with regard to specific description in the schedule 
and true ownership, to the same extent as in the case of plant 
and fixtures (h), 

48. Trade machinery being, for the purposes of bills of sale, 
personal chattels, and therefore not falling within the description of 
fixtures, is not exempted by the principal Act(?) from the operation 
of the rule which prevailed before the Act, according to which an 


(a) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 6. 

“ Factory or woi'kshop ” meaos any premises on which any manual labour 
is exercised by way of trade, or for pui'posos of gain, in or incideTital to the 
following purposes or any of them; that is to say, (a) in or incidental to the 
making any article or part of an article ; or (b) in or incidoutal to the altering, 
repairing, ornamenting, finishing, of any articha ; or (c) in or incidental to the 
adapting for sale any article (ihuL), 

(c) These are (1) the fixed motive-powers, such ns the water-wheels and 
steam-engines, and tho steam boilers, donkey engines, and other fixed 
appurtenances of the said motive-powers ; and (2) the fixed power machinery, 
such as the shafts, wheels, drums, and their fixed appurtenances, which transmit 
the action of the motive-powers to tho other machinery, fixed and loose ; and 
(3) the pipes for steam, gas, and water in the factory or workshop. The 
machinery and effects so excluded are' not to be deemed to be personal chattels 
within the meaning of the Act {ibid.). 

(d) Ibid, But the expression “deemed to be a bill of sale” in the principal 
Act nas been held to make the instruments to which the expression is applied 
bills of sale for the purpose of registration, and not for all purposes of the Act 
{Green v. Marali, [1892] 2 Q. B. 330); and a similar interpretation would 
probably be placed upon the expression “ deemed to be personal chattels.” 

See note (c), eupra, » , 

Topham V. G^nside Glazed Firt-Brich Co, (1887), 37 Oh. D. 281. 

0/) Be Burdelt, Ex parte Byrne (1888), 20 Q. B. I). 310. 

(A) Bills of Sde Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 6 j; 
_ . see pp. 22, 24, ante^ 

{i) Bius of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 31), b . 7. 
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Bills ojt Salic. 

ftssignment of fixtures by separate words (fc), or with a power of 
sale apart^from the land (/), oj)orated as a separate assignment, and 
ihe Bills of Sale Acts apply to a disposition of trade machinery, 
whether disposed of alone, or together with land, w^here the grantee 
takes an interest in trade machinery distinct from the land or 
buildings to which it is affixed, or has power to sell the machinery 
separately; and to he efiectual such a disposition must be by bill 
of sale (m). 

The statutory powers of a mortgagee (?i) to soil mortgaged pro- 
l)erty, or any part thereof, either together or in lots, does not, of 
itself, give a jDOwer to sell se2)arately trade machinery subject to 
a mortgage, or malvo the mortgage a bill of sale (o). 

Fixed trade machinery may, without express mention, i)ass as 
part of mortgaged ineinisos, wlietlier ireehold or leasehold ; and if 
there is Jio disi^osition of trade machinery as sucli, nor any jiower 
to sell separately, registration is unnecessary (o). But an intention 
to give a power to sell trade machinery, apart from the premises, 
may ho collecled from the A\diole instrument, even though no exjDress 
l)ower of sei)arate sale is given, in whicl) case, as regards the trade 
machinery, the disposition is a bill of sale (p). 

49 . A deposit of the deeds of property may charge trade 
machinery fixed thereto, though collided with an agreement to give 
an absolute transfer (7) ; and thouglj trade machinery is scheduled 
to a mortgage, it may still pass as part of the land (r) ; but an 
agreement for security over premises, with everything erected or 
placed tljereoii, which ^YOnld not require registration under the Acts, 
has been hold not to extend to trade machinei’y (,s’). 

Sect, (j. — T/te Schedule, Description of Chattels, 

50 . A schedule is not essential to the validity of absolute bills of 
sale, but tlie amending Act requires that every bill of sale given by 
way of security for the payment of money shall have annexed 
thereto or written thereon a schedule contf'iining an inventory of the 
personal chattels comprised in the bill of sale ; and such bill of sale, 
with certain exceptions (t), shall have effect only in respect of the 


{k) Ikqtiie v. Fenwick (1S71), *24 L. T. 08; JIawiry v. JJntlin (1873), L. R. 8 
Q. IL 

(/) Fe 117/r/f’, Fx jforU FaylM (1873), 8 Ch. App. 1072; He Joyce, Kx 
Jiorday (1874), 9 Oh. App. 576 ; Hr Kdidc, Ex parte Alexander (1876), 4 Oh. 1). 
5013 ; JohiiB V. IVare, [1899] 1 359. 

(m) He Yates (1888), 38 Oh. JL 112. 

(«) Coiiveyaiiciug and Law of Projiorty Act, 1881 (41 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 19. 
- (0) He Yates, supra. Necessary parts of machinery, though detachable, will 
also ])aS8 without registration {^lu'£icld and !!iouth Yorkslnre Permanent Benejit 
Building Society v. Harrison (1884), 10 Q,, B. D. 358). 

M V, National Provincial Bank of England, [1894] 1 Oh. 686, where 

regietotion was required of an assignment of trade machinery by separate woids. 

\q) Re Lu0, Mx parte Lusty y. Official Receiver (1889), 60 L. T. 160, Tbo 
deposit of an unregistered assignment of leaseholds and fixtures did not foimerly 
charge the latter (Ik Trethowan, Ex parte Tweedy (1877), 6 Oh. D. 659). 

(r) He Brooke, [1894] 2 Ch. 600. 

(a) Me London and Lancashire Paper Mills € 0 ., Ltd, (1888), 58 L. T. 798, 

(<) J,e, , the exceptions from the requirements of true ownership and speciiio 
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Part IV.— Subject-matter of Bills of Svle. 

personal chattels specifically described in such schedule ; at^cl shall be* Sect. 6. 
void, except as against the grantor, in respect of any personal Thrf 
chattels not so specifically described (a). This schedule must be* Schedale, 
attached at or before the time the bill of sale is executed (b), as it Description 
appears to form part of the deed (e), though the statutory form C hatt els* 
itself does not set out a schedule (d). 

The principal Act requires that a copy of every schedule or inven- Ueprifitration , 
tory annexed to, or referred to in, a bill of sale shall be registered (<0, 
and registration of a copy schedule is sufficient, notwithstanding the 
destruction of the original (/). 

51. A further provision of the amending Act, besides requiring a Chattels not 
schedule, makes it necessary that a bill of sale given by way of capable of 
security for money should be in a prescribed form, and a bill of sale description, 
cannot comply with this condition if it includes chattels which are 

not capable of specific description (r/). 

A bill of sale, given by way of security for the payment of money, Extent of 
which is without a schedule, or which comprises chattels incapable 
of specific description, is void ; but this result does not follow merely cicMiribLl! 
from the want of specific description, in the schedule, of personal 
chattels comprised in the bill of sale which are capable of specific 
description. Thus, a bill of sale, according with the form, but with 
a schedule not specifically describing some chattels assigned, is not 
wholly void ; but, except as against the grantor, it is of no effect in 
respect of chattels not specifically described (/jf). The rule avoiding 
bills of sale, given by way of security, as against parties other than 
the grantor, in respect of chattels comprised therein of which the 
grantor is not true owner, or which are not specifically described in 
the schedule, is subject to certain exceptions (//) in the case of 
growing crops, or substituted fixtures, plant, or trade machinery(i). 

52. The provision that personal chattels shall be specifically What 
described means that they must be described in the schedule witii 

the particularity usual in an inventory of chattels, in the ordinary 
business sense of the term, in such a place as they are (/c). 

The description should be suflicieiit to distinguish the class of 
chattels assigned (1), but where the bill of sale comprises all chattels 


description in the schedule, in the case of plant, growing crops, fixtures, and 
trade machinery (Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 4b Viet, 
c. 45), 8. 6). See pp. 23 et seq., ante, 

(а) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 40 Yict. c. 43), s. 4, 

(б) Gh'ijin v. Union Deposit Bartk{mi\ S T. L. 11. 008. 

(c) Melville v. Stringer (1883), 12 Q. B. D. 132 ; reversed on other grounds 
(1884) 13 Q. B. D. 892. For an instance of general words being cut down by 
the schedule, see Wood v. Rowdiffe (1851), 6 Exch. 407 ; of a schedule being 
limited by the deed, Re McManus^ Ex parte Jardine (1875), 10 Oh. App. 322. 

(d) See p. 34, post, 

(e) BUIS of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 31), s. 10 (2) ; and see p. 46, p(fst» 

(/) V. Attenborough (1864), 3 H. & C. 408. 

(a) Thomas v. Kellg (1888), 13 App. Oas. 506. » * 

(A) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s* 6. 

ft) See pp. 23 et seq.^ ante. 

h) Witt V, Banner (1887), 20 a B. D. 114. 

(Q Roberts v. RohtrU (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 794, where the description ‘♦house- 
hold furniture aud effects” was held iusufficient, 4 desoriptiou of a hath-chaii 
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on the piemises, a less detailed description is sufficient, and it may 
^ not be necessary to describe each article (w), especially in the case 
of chattels in a particular room at a private house [n). 

A mere description by number will not, in general, be sufficient 
in the case of stock, or where there may be other articles of the like 
kind on the premises (o). Where in the ordinary course chattels 
are, as in the case of stock, replaced or substituted, more particu- 
larity is required than with articles, such as furniture in a private 
house, which are not changed with frequency (p). 

63 . To support an objection to a description of chatt(ils, on the 
ground that it is not sufficiently specific, it must be shown either 
that, from the nature of the description, the articles cannot be 
identified, or that, in the particular case, the chattels themselves are 
incapable of identification (7). 

The bill of sale and schedule need not describe the promises where 
the goods are (?*)• 

SncT. 7 . — Chattels of ivhich the Graiitor is not "Trite Oivner^ 
Sdh-Sect. 1. — After-acquired Chattels. 

54. The amending Act provides that, save as tliorein men- 
tioned (a), a bill of sale by way of security shall be void, except as 
against the grantor, in respect of any personal chattels specifically 
described in the schedule thereto, of which the grantor was not the 
true owner at tlie time of the execution of the bill of sale {b). This 
provision prevents a security by bill of sale being given over chattels 
which are to be afterwards acquired (c ) ; but its operation is not 
limited to bills of sale of after-acquired property. 

The 2>i'ovision, like that with regard to the si)ecific description of 


as a four-whcoled carriage and eet of cloth cushions has boon hold sufficient 
{Edtuards v. Marston (1890), 04 L. T. 97), and similarly of a premier 
“plating ” machine by clerical error for “ j)latou ” (Simmons v. Hughes (1890), 
6 T. L. K. 443). 

(m) Tavidson v. Carlton Bank, [1893] 1 Q. B. 82, where a description hy 
reference to a catalogue of books in a libi*nry was uphold on the ground llnat 
tbe hooks could bo identified without tlie catalogue ; Jones v. lloherts (1890), 34 
Sol, Jo. 254, where the description “aU my farming stock, comprising four 
horses, five cows,** was held sufficient. 

(w) Coojper V. Huggins (1889), 34 Sol. Jo. 96 (twelve oil paintings in gilt 
frames). 

(o) Wiii V. Banner (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 114, where a description by number of a 
stock of oil paintings and water-colours in gilt frames, and unframed, was held 
insufficient; Carpenter v. Been (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 566, whore a description 
of farm stock as ** twenty-one uulch cows ’* was held insufficient. But it is 
otherwise if there is nothing to show that the grantor had other stock capable of 
answering the description (Hickleg v, Greenwood (1890), 25 Q, B. D. 277, where 
a d^oription “ brown mare and foal, three rade carts,’* was held sufficient). 

Kj?) Jenkins, [1900] 1 Q. B. 133, where a description as “stock, two 

horses, four cows,*' was held insufficient. 

(j) V* ^reenvmd^ supra. 

{A Jfe Lane^ Kx parte IHU (1886). 17 Q. B. D. 74. 

(fl) Biills of Sole Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 43), e. 6. 

(6) Jhid ., 8. 5. 

(c) For charges on after-acquired property, see Tailbti v. Official MecMvn 
(1888), 13 App. Cas, 55}3, and titl© ^ 
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• 

chattels in the^chedule, must be tead with, and is subjeipt to, the Sbct, 7. 
further provision of the amending Act, requiring every bill of sale Chattels of 
by way of security to he in a prescribed form (d); it does not warrant * which the 
any departure from that form, and therefore a bill of sale purporting Grater id ^ 
to assign future property by way of security will be altogether 

void (e). But if to a bill of sale in the statutory form there is 

appended a schedule specifically describing chattels of which the 
grantor is not true owner, there is a limited avoidance ; the bill of 
sale as regards such chattels is void against third parties, but valid 
as against the grantor (/). 

Dispositions of chattels otherwise than by way of security are Absolute dis- 
not affected by the amending Act, and are governed by the ordinary positions, 
law of contract (<7). 

55 . The rules imposed by the amending Act with regard to true Growinj^ 
ownership at the time of the execution of the bill of sale, and to the 
specific description of chattels in the schedule, are subject to excep- 
tions (1) in the case of growing crops separately assigned or charged, 
where such crops were actually growing at the time when the bill of 
sale was executed (//), and (2) in the case of fixtures sejwately 
assigned or charged (i); plant (i), or trade machinery (/), when 
they are in substitution for like fixtures, plant, or trade machinery 
which are specifically described in the schedule (m). And bills Substiiutione. 
of sale, if in the statutory form, of such growing crops, and 
bills of sale with a schedule contemplating the substitution of 
fixtures, plant (/i), or trade machinery for those assigned, will bo 
valid as against third parties as well as against the grantor, although 
the grantor was not tho true owner of such growing crops or sub- 
stituted articles, and although they are not specifically described 
in tho schedule (0). 

But the Act will not protect additions to the property assigned, Additions, 
and does not warrant any departure from the scheduled form of 
bill of sale (7)). 

A bill of sale, however, may provide for the replacement of Repiacctnentg 
articles damaged or worn out ((7) ; and may contain an assignment 


(d) Bills of Sale Act (1S78) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 &> 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 9, 

(e) Thomas v. Kfilly (1888), 13 App. Gas. 506. 

(/) Ihid., per Lord IIalsduhy, L.O., at p. 611, affirming Ktlhj & Co. y. 
Ktllond (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 569,i)er Pay, L.J., at p. 574. 

(g) Re ReiB^ Ex parte Clough, [1904] 2 K. B, 769, where a settlement of nil 
future property, including chattels, other than business assets, was upheld ; 
and see title Contbaot. 

(h) See p. 23, aiite. 

(t) See p, 24, ante. 

See p. 23, ante. 

u) See p. 25, ante. 

(m) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. e. 43), s. 6. 
The word ** plant’* refers to plant in a particular placfe. So, although 
animals may be plant, horses used in a cab proprietor’s business are not (London 
and Eastern Counties Loan and Discount Co, v. Crtmey, [1897] 1 Q. B. 768}, 

(o) TJwmas v. KeRy, supra. 

Ip) JUd., Kelly d Go. v. Kellond, supra, per Fry, LtJ.. at p, 573^ 

^d V, Pradley, [1894] 1 Q. Bt 319, 
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66 . A bill of sale is avoided, except as against the grantor, where he 
is not the true owner, in the ordinary sense of the teinn, of the chattels 
assigned, even though, apart from the Act, the bill of sale might 
operate by estoppel or other, wise. Thus, if the grantor has pre- 
viously parted with the chattels by gift or absolute unregistered 
bill of sale, he is no longer the true owner (s). But where the pre- 
vious bill of sale is by way of security only, the grantor retains an 
interest or equity of redemption in the chattels, and being, in respect 
of that interest, the true owner, can give a subsequent bill of sale (<). 

So the possessor of a legal interest in chattels may be the true 
owner, though another person is equitably entitled (a); and a 
person beneficially interested in chattels is, for the pilrposes of the 
section, the true owner to the extent of his inierest(i). 

Where registration of a bill of sale has, under the amending Act, 
become void for want of renewal(c), the grantor again becomes the 
true owner, and as such can give another bill of sale (rZ). 

Where two persons are each entitled separately to a part of 
chattels which are jointly assigned by them, it would appear that 
they are not true owners of such chattels so as to make their joint 
assignment of them a valid bill of sale (e). 


Part V. — Statutory Requirements. 

Skct. 1. — Consideration. 

Suh-Sect. 1 . — Minimum Amoimt, 

Amount of 57 . A bill of sale made or given in consideration of any sum 

ciOTisidevation. miJer jg ycid (/). 

In order that the bill of sale may bo valid, it would seem that 
there must be a real advance, debt, or equivalent to the amount 
of X‘80. Thus, where there was an advance of XoO, with an agree- 
ment to repay £15 on demand, and the balance by iiiBtahnents, 

(r) Coated v. Moore, [1903] 2 K. B. 140. Substituted articles appear not 
to be covered without an assi^meiit (Carpenter v. Veen (1889), 23 Q. B. 1). 
6GG) ; but articles substituted for others by agi’oemeiit have been held to ]>as8 
(Cooper V. Tatham (1860), 15 L. T. 218). 

(4 Tuck V. Southet'n Counties Deposit Bonk (1889), 42 Ch. lb 471. 

(t) Thomas v. Searles, [1891] 2 Q. B. 408; Usher v. Martin (1889), 24 
Q. B. D. 272. 

, (a) Re Sarf, Ex parte Williums, [1892] 2 Q. B. 591. 

’ . (if} He Field, Ex parte Pratt ( 1 890), 63 L. T. 289 (bill of sale by husband having 
posable right to chattels by survivorship) ; Re Taynplin Ex parte BarnHt 

(1890), 69^ L, i (a B.) 194 (bill of sale, by one partner, of joint property, 
co-p%rtner consenting)* „ 

(c) As to renewal see p. 52, post, 

id) Fenton v. Blythe (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 417. 

fe) Saunders v. WhUe^ [1902] 1 K. B. 472. 

(/) Bais Pf Sale Act (1878) Ameoamept Act, 1882 (rio & 46 Viet, c. 43), n. 12, 
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the transactio# not being a and there being 119 unJer- 

Btanding that the should at once be returned, it was lield 
that the requirements of the Act were satisfied (//). liut it is 
questionable whether this case has any general application, for in 
later cases (k) it has been held that the agreement to repay part 
on demand cannot be expressed in the bill of sale, or made a 
collateral stipulation. 

The amount of a promissory note, including a bonus or interest, 
payable by instalments the time for payment of which has not 
arrived, cannot bo added to a present advance so as to make up a 
consideration of dC 30 , where the sum lent on the promissory note 
and the new advance do not together equal £30 (i). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Statement of Consideration 

58. The principal Act (k) provides that every bill of sale to which 
it applies shall set forth the consideration for which such bill of sale 
w^as given ; and the amcTiding Act, which does not affect bills of sale 
given otherwise than as security, requires that every bill of sale 
shall truly set forth the consideration for which it was given (Q. 

The addition of the word “truly” is verbal only, as in each case 
the true consideration must be set forth; but an untrue statement 
of consideration in an absolute bill of sale only partially avoids it, 
leaving it valid as between the parties (m) ; Avhile, if the considera- 
tion is mis-stated in a bill of sale subject to the amending Act, it 
becomes altogether void in resj)ect of the personal chattels comprised 
therein (n). 

Although the form of ])ill of sale scheduled to the amending 
Act requires a consideration to be inserted, a mis-statement of 
consideration does not make the bill of sale otherwise than in 
accordance with the statutory form; so as to avoid the agreements 
it contains (r>)- 

59. The facts respecting the consideration should be set forth 
with substantial accuracy, according to their legal or mercantile 
business effect (7?). A verbal inaccuracy, when not, intentionally or 
otherwise, misleading, does not amount to mis-statement of con- 
sidei-ation {a) ; nor does mere surplusage (6). 

Where a bill of sale is, wholly or in part, given to secure an 
existing debt, the legal or business effect may be a new lending on 
the terms of the bill of sale; and the consideration, being the debt, 


(g) Davis v. Usher (1884), 12 Q. K T>. 490. 

(h) See pp. 33, 38, post. 

(i) Darlow v. Bland, [1807] 1 Q. B. 125. 

{k) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 A 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 8. 

il) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Ainendmont Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. s. 43), s, 8. 
(m) Davis v. Goodman (1880), 5 0. B. B. 128 ; and see p. 55, post, 
ill) Bills of Sale Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. 43), s. 8; and see p. 53, post 
Ip) JDseltine v. Simmons, [i892] 2 Q. B. 547. * ^ 

(p) Credit Co, v. Pott (1880), 6 Q. B. J), 295. 

(tt) Hughes v. TMile (1886), 18 Q. B. B. 32; Boherts v. Boherts (1884), 13 
Q, B. B. 791 ; Coilfs v. Tu807i (1882), 46 L. T. 387 ; Be Chapmum, Kot parte 
Johnson (1884), 26 Oh. D. 338. 

(5) Re Foihergillf Kx parte Winter (1881), 44 L, T, 323, 
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Bills of Sale. 


S»CT. 1. or debt ^nd further advance, be stated as naif paid (c). But 
if , the consideration is stated ^naow paid, there must be present 
sid erail on^ payment in a legal or business sense (d). A consideration} part in 
cash, and part by the grantee's bills of exchange, cannot be 
stated as money now paid (e). Nor can it be stated as now paid 
where the money intended to be advanced is on deposit at the^ 
grantee’s bankers', and is not received by the grantor till a later 
period (/). If part of the consideration agreed to be paid is not 
handed over until some days afterwards, it cannot be stated as paid 
at or before the execution of the deed (f/). 

But the consideration is truly stated as paid to the grantor, 
though it is contributed by different persons, and lent by cheques to 
the order of the grantor and a third party, and paid into a joint 
account, to be applied for the purposes of a composition, as set forth 
in the bill of sale (/i). 

Timeo! A statement of payment does not necessarily mean a present 

payment. , payment (i), but if the time of payment is stated, it should be so 
set forth as not to be misleading (it). Where, however, an advance 
is made on the faith of a bill of sale being given, an error in stating 
the date of payment is not material (Q. But a consideration which 
consists in part of a present advance, and in part of an old debt, is 
said not to be truly set forth as money now due and owing (m). 


statement 
must be 
complete. 


Immediate 
repayment 
to grantee. 


60 , The statement of consideration should show the whole trans- 
action on the face of it, and must not be subject to any collateral 
agreement (n). But it is unnecessary to set forth a stipulation 
relating to the disposal of the consideration (o) ; and if that is paid 
away by the grantee, at the grantor's recpiest, in satisfaction of 
existing debts owing by the grantor to thii*d parties, the statement 
of consideration as now paid to him is correct (p). 

The same statement will be suflicieiit, though tlie consi<||^tion 
! ! — m — 

(c) Credit Co. v. rott (1880), G Q. B. D. 295, where the sum rocit^ as now 
paid was the balance due in respect of previous advances, no money passing 
at the time when the bill was executed ; Re Ilockaday^ Ex parte Ntlson (1886), 55 
L. T. 819, where tlie consideration consisted of previous advances and interest; 

Re Roper j Ex parte Bolhnd (1882), 21 Ch. D. 543; Staniforth v. (1886), 

2 T. L. E. 493, where the consideration was unpaid purchase-money. Compare 
Re Young y Ex parte Berwick (1880), 43 L. T. 576, which seems not to he law. 

(d) See further as to what amounts to payment generally, title CoJVTitAOT. 

(e) Re Moore, Ex parte OJlcial Receiver (ifclT), 4 Mans. 51. 

(/) Griddle v. Scott (1896), 11 T. L. E. 222. 

(g) Be Spindler, Ex parfe Ralph (1881), 19 Ch. D. 98. 

(/i) Peace v, Eroo/r-es, [1895] 2 Q. B. 451. Several persons advancing money 
at different times and in different proportions are entitled to take a bill of sale 
to one of them as collector, the consideration being set forth as now paid by 
him (Re Smith, Ex parte Tarhuch (1894), 72 L. T. 59). 

(i) Garrard v. Meek (1880), 43 L. T, 760. 

(A*) Be Threappleion, Ex parte Carter (1879), 12 Ch. 1). 908. 

{/) Be Chapman, Ex parte Johnson, (1884) 26 Ch. D, 338; Be Mmday, 
Allam{\SS4), 14 Q, B. 1). 43 (money paid some days previously, stated 
aBBdwpajd). • 

(f») Dawe V# Jenkitu, [1900] 1 Q, B. 133. 

(n) Sharp v. McHenry (1887), 38 Ch. D. 427. 

(o) Be Ha/ynie, Ex parte National Mercantile Bank (1880), 16 Ch. 1). 42. . 

(p) Bichardfton v. Marria (1889), 22 Q, B. D, 268 ; Uamlyu v. Betteley (18801* 

6 0. P. 0.32,1. ^ , it 
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or part of it is repaid to, or at thye grantor’s request retained by, ' Sect. i. 
the grantee to satisfy a debt then due to him, provided that such Con- 
debt exists irrespective of the contract for the loan (q) ; hut a sum Ikideration. 
cannot be correctly described as now paid to the grantor if it 
includes money deducted or paid away without his consent (r). 

61 . If there is no debt or liability independent of the contract of Money 
loan, and irrespective of the agreement to make the payment, the 
consideration is not truly stated as money now paid (s), or money 
owing (rt), where the debt or liability is deducted or retained. 

The ]ial)ility of the grantor for exj^enses relating to the bill Expenses of 
of sale does not arise independently of the transaction, and there the trans- 
is no debt in respect of them due or x^ayablo by him until after 
the execution of the bill of sale. Therefore, if such expenses, or any 
interest or commission on the transaction, ai’e retained b}’' the 
grantee or deducted on his behalf, tliey cannot be stated as part 
of the consideration paid to the grantor (b). 

If a solicitor, employed by both grantee and grantor, receives the When in- 
whole consideration on behalf of the latter, retention by the solicitor of 
the costs or expenses, with the grantor’s consent, is not inconsistent 
with the statement that the consideration was paid to the grantor (c). 

And the consideration is truly stated as having been paid to the 
grantor, though, after execution of the bill of sale and receipt of 
the consideration, the grantor voluntarily pays the expenses (d) ; 

(7) Thomas v. Srarh's, [1891] 2 Q. B. 408 ; He Davies^ Kx parte Equitalle 
InvestmeiH Co, (1897), 77 L. T. 5G7, where part of the advance was re])aid to satisfy 
uforiQor bill of sale; Re W iltshirty Ex parte ICymm, [1900] 1 Q. 15. 90, whore the 
money was paid to retire the cantor and grantee’s joint and several promissory 
note current in the hands of third parties. But tlio retention of part of the 
consideration against the grantee’s liability on current bills, which he agreed to 
pay, aEsA'did pay, for the grantor’s acconwiiodalion, does not 8iipj)ort a state- 
meiiib of money now paid [Mayer and Fulda v. Mindlevich (188R), 69 L. T. 400). 

(r) Bishop v. Consolidated Credit Corporation (18S9), 5 T. L. B. 378. 

[s) Rit^irdson v. Harris (1880), 22 Q. B. D. 208, where part of the con- 
sideration was retained in satisfaction of the grantor’s current acceptances, 
future hire of furniture, and agreed expenses. 

(rt) Cochrane v. Moore (1890), 26 Q. J5. I). 67, per Pay, L.J., at p. 73, 
where a consideration, stated as £7,575 then owing, hut rep rosen ting in fact 
the grantor’s agreed liability on current bills for a larger amount, was held 
untruly sot forth, as any agreement settling the liability should have been 
stated; Darlow v. lilan'd^ [1897] 1 Q. B. 125, whore a consideration, stated 
as money then owing on a pi omissory note, and a sum then paid, was held not 
to be truly stated, as the note, which was payable by instalments not then due, 
represented interest as well as advance, and” no agiHSement was set out to treat 
the liability as a present debt. 

(5) Re CowhurUj Kx parte Firth 0882), 19 Cb. D. 419, where thirty 
shillings were deducted for expenses; Hamilton v. Chaine (18vSl), 7 Q. B. D. 319, 
whore a deduction for expenses and commission was made; Re Parker, Ex 
parte Charing Cross Advance anti Deposit Bank (1880), 16. Ch. D. 35, where 
the deed contained a receipt in full, but a deduction was made for expenses and 
interest; Re Spindler, Ex parte Rolph (1881), 19 Ch. D. 98, where £3 lOs. 
were deducted for expenses ; Re Gordon, Ex parte Bt^nstein (1883), 74 L. T. Jo. 

245, where the amount of stamps was deducted. These decieiops quali^ 
earlier casoS, in which the rule as here sot forth was not fully recognised. 

See Re Haynes, Ex parte National M&reantile Baidi (1880), 15 Ch. J-). 42, and 
Re Rogers, Exports Chatlinor (1880), 16 Ch. P. 260. 

(c) Re Cann, Ex parte Hunt (1884), 13 Q,. B. D. 36. 

Id) Cochrane v. Dixon (1887), 3 T. L. R. 717. 

H.b.— JU, 



34 


Bills ob' Sale. 


Sect. I. ' 
, Con- 
sideratioqi, 


lUIIs of shIc 
which must 
be in statulory 
form. 


KftVct of hill 
of siile not 
in slat u lory 


but it Beems that if, before the bill of sale, it is stipulated that he 
shall db so out of the sum received, the whole cannot be stated as 
paid to him {<;). 

Sect. 2. — Form oj Hill oj Sale. 

Sub-Skot. 1. — When Statutory Form requisite. 

62. An absolute l)ill of sale is not required to be in any particular 
form, but a bill of Sale made or given by way of security for the 
payment of money by the grantor thereof is void (/), unless made 
in accordance with the form in the schedule to the amending 
Act annexed (//) ; and this is the case, even though it purports to be 
an absolute assurance (//). 

'I'his rule extends to all the instruments which come within the 
definition of bills of sale in the principal Act if given by way of 
security, hut it does not extend to those instruments giving powers 
of distniss which by the principal Act are to be deemed to bo bills 
of sale(/); and such instruments, although given by way of 
Sf'curity, are not required to be in the statutory form (it). 

If an instrument which comes within the description of a bill of 
sale in tlie principal Act cannot be reduced to the statutory foi’m, 
it cjiiniot l)e given by way of security at all, nor will possession 
taken and retained under an instrument avoided by this provision 
of the amending Act protect the goods (Z). 

63. A bill of sale which is void as not being made in accordance 
with the stiitutory form cannot be treated as a licence to talce posses- 
sion (in), and agreements for payment of principal and interest 


(r) Cohen V. llitjfjins (1891), 8 T. L. 11. 8. 

(/) "Thomas v. kc/h/ (1888), 18 Aj)p. I'lis. r)()0. 

(g) bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 (fc 40 Viet. c. 48), s. 9. 

Tht^ scliedulo annexed i.s in tlio following form: “ i'oiiM of Hill of Sale. 
This indenture made tho day of between A, IK of of the 

one part, and C. I), of of the other jiart, witnesseth that in cohsideration 

of ibe Slim of £ now paid to A, IK b)^ fA />., the receipt of which the 
euid A. Ji, herohy acknowledges [or whaierer tlsc the consideration may he"]^ he 
the said A. JL doth lioieby assign unto C. />., his executors, adininistrators, and 
as.signs, all and singular the 8(;veral chattels and things specifically described 
in the schedule hereto annexod by wa 3 ^ of security for the payment of the sum 
of £ , and interest thereon at the rate of per cent, per annum [or 

whatever else may be the rate]. And the said A, Ji. doth further agree and 
declare that he will duly j>ay to tlie said 0. I), the principal sum aforesaid, 
together with the interest Then due, by equal payments of £ pii 

the day of [or whaierfr else may he the stipidated tiniea or time o/ 

payment]. And tho said A, Ji. doth also agree Avith the said 0. D. that he will 
[/k?v' insert terms as to Vfmiram.e, payment of renty or otherwisCy which the parties 
may agree to for the maintenance or defeasance of the security]. Provided 
always, that the chattels hereby assigned shall not be liable to seizure or to 
be taken possebsion of by the said C. J). for any cause other than those specified 
in section seven of the Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882. In 
witness, etc. Signed and sealed by the said A. B. in the presence of me 
Es F. [add witness's namCy addrfss, and description].'' 

(h) JJdadell v! Thomas & (7o,, [1891] 1 Q. B. 2JW. 

(i) See p. 14, antes 

(/r) Green v. Marsh. [1892] 2 Q. B. 380. 

(1) Jie Townsend, Ex parte J^arsons (1886), 16 Q. B. D. 632. 

(jw) Ori ffi7i V. Union Deposit Bank (1887), 3 T. L. Jt 608. 
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contained in such a bill of sale are also void, where no assy^iiment 
of property other than personal chattels is included (n). 

A bill of sale, like other contracts(o), may be divisible, and may be 
good in part, though otherwise void. Thus, a bill of sale avoided by 
this provision of the Act may be effectual in so far as it is an assurance 
of machinery or effects which are excluded by the principal Act (p) 
from the definition of personal chattels ((/), or in so far as it is an 
assurance of leaseholds (?■), or of any property other than personal 
chattels (s). 

SuB-SEC'r. 2. — j'l ccor(/a7ice with Form, 

64 . To be in accordance with the statutory form, a bill of sale 
must be substantially like it ; and a divergence which purports, by 
addition or omission, to give an effect greater or less than would 
result from the use of the form is substantial and material ; for to 
be valid a bill of sale must have the same legal effect, and nothing 
but the legal effect, of the exact statutory form {t). 

For this reason a grantor cannot purport to assign as beneficial 
owner, for these words would introduce the covenants implied by 
virtue of the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (vt), and 
a different legal effect would be produced from that of the statutory 
form {a). 

Every word of the statutory form may not bo imperative, but a 
bill of sale must not depart from any characteristic of that form, 
even where the same legal effect is produced (6). Thus, the address 
and description of the attesting witness (c), and the description of 
the grantee {d), are material parts of the form ; and a bill of sale 
omitting them will be void. 

65 . If, by reason of a variation in form, the bill of sale is mis- 
leading {e), or if its wording produces what has been termed a 
l)uzzla, as, for instance, by the use of inconsistent clauses (/), 
it is not in accordance with tlie statutory form. But a bill of 

(w) Davita v. licea (18«S6), 17 Q,. J3. D. 408. 

(o) As to this, eoe title Contkact. » 

(p) Bills of Salo Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 81), s. 5. 

(</) Be Bardetty Ex parte Byrne (1888), 20 (i. B. D. 310; Re Banska Woollen 
Mills Go, (1889), 21 L. li, Ir. 181. 

(r) Be O^Dwyer (1886), 19 L. E. Ii\ 19. 

(fl) Be I$aacso7i^ Ex va'rte Mason, [1895] 1 Q. B. 333, where an assigainent 
of rights under a hire agreement was held divisible from a transfer of the 
chattels hired. But this rule does not make an assurance of personal chattels 
and other property valid as a separate assignment of the chattels {Cochrane v. 
Entwistle (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 116). 

(Q Be Barber y Ex parte Stanford (1886), 17 Q, B. D. 259. For variations 
from and additions to the statutory form which have been held permissible, see 
Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. VIII., pp. 785 et seq. 

(u) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (14 & 45 Viet. c. 41), 
B. 7 (1) (0). 

(a) Be Barber, Ex parte Stanfordy sajjra, 

\b) Thomas v. Kelly (1888), 13 App. Gas. 506. 

(c) Farsons v. Brandy Coidscyn, v. Diclmn (1890), 25 Q. B. D! 110^ and see 
p.,43, post, 

(d) Altree v. AltreCy [1898], 2 Q. B. 267. 

(c) Be Barber, Ex parte Stanford, supra, 

if) Furber v. Cofei (1887), 18 Q. B. D, 494; Curtis v. Natimal Bank of 
Wales (1889), 5 T. L. E. 338. 

c 2 
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Bills of Sal®. 


SfitsT. 2. ‘ sale mtist be construed like any other legal document (gX and 

Form of the fact* that different courts have not been agreed upon its con- 
BillofSalei struction does not necessarily make it misleading (fc). It will not 
be avoided by a verbal omission where the meaning is clear, ^ as by 
•Immaterial the owission of the word “pounds'* after the sum named in the 
omissiona agreement to repay (i), and when it is clear that only a eecarity is 
given, the omission of the words “by way of security ” is merely 
a formal defect, and the deed will not be avoided (j). 

Bill of sale A bill of Sale must be complete in itself, and if it has to be read 
must be com- some collateral agreement it is not in accordance with the 

statutory form(/L). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Avalysis of Form. 

PariicB. 66. The blanks following the names of the respective parties 

must be filled up with addresses and descriptions (/). There is no 
provision in the Acts, other than by the statutory form, for stating 
the names of the parties (?//) ; and if the name, which may be a trade 
name and description, is stated sufficiently to identify the party, as 
in any other mercantile document, the form is complied with, in 
spite of some ambiguity of description («). 

A bill of sale is not avoided merely because the address of the 
grantor stated therein is one at which he does not reside or carry 
on business (o). 

Joint particR. A bill of sale cannot he made by two grantors, not being partners 
or joint owners, each owning some only of the chattels assigned (p) ; 


(g) Weardale Coal avd Iron Co, v. Ifodsoiiy [1S91] 1 Q. IJ. ^ys. 

(X) Ilushxvood V. Cohsohdated Credit Co, (ISUO), 25 Q. B. J). 555. 

fi) Movrmand v. Le Chii\ [1903] 2 Iv. B. 2H). 

(/) Roberts v. Roberts (188-1), 13 Q. B. J). 701. 

(a) Sharp v. McHenry (1887), 38 Cli. D. 427, wLero a eoparato docninoiit 
provided for coinpo\ni(l interest; Simpson v. Charing Cross Rank (1880), 34 
W. II. 508, where a promissory note for pi incipal and uggrog^ate interest was 
civon with a bill of sale payable by instahnents ; Lee v. Barnes (1880), 17 
Q. B. J ). 77, where there was an af]^(*enit*nt to perform iho covenants in a 
recited deed ; Watson v. Stricktand 19 Q,. B. 1). 391, where the iigree- 

moTit was to pay interest on the mortgages, if any, on the premises where 
the chattels were or should be, 

(/) AJtree v. Altree, [1898] 2 Q. B. 2G7, where the grantees were stated as the 
Staffordshire Financial Co., Ltd., without address or other desenption, and the 
bill of sale was held void, 

(m) Ed Wood^ Ex parte (1878), 10 Ch. D. 398; Central Bank 

of London V. Hawkins (1890), 62 L. T. 901, where the assumed name of the 
grantor was used, the grantee taking in good faith ; Stokes v. Snencer, [1900] 
2 Q. B. 483, where the real name of the grantor, who was known by an assumed 
name, was usod; Downs v. Salmon (1888), 20 Q,. B. I). 775, where the grantor’s 
name was falsified for tho purpose of concealment. As to misdescription of 
name on registration, see p. 49, post. 

(«) Simmons v. Woodward, [1802] A. 0. 100, where the grantee was described 
by his trade name. See also Monson v. Milner (1892), 8 T. L. B. 447. 

{o) Ddoiniy, Dolcjni, [1895] 1 Q. B. 898, where the grantor’s club address 
was given in the bill of sale, though his residential address was given in the 
afi^dayit filed with the bill of sale on registration. 

(p) Saund&*s v. Whiie^ [1902] 1 K. B. 472. It has been doubted whether 
partners {ibid.) or a tnistee {Melville v. Stringer 0884), 13 Q. B. D. 392, per 
Bowen, L.iT., at p. 401) can give a bill of sale. But a person having only the 
legaliuterest can give a bill of sale (Be Sarl^ Ex parte Williams, [1892] 2 Q. B. 691), 
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and a bill of sale given to several grantees to secure different debts 
is not in accordance with the statutory form (q). • 

67. Some consideration must be inserted, but an untrue state- 
ment of consideration is not of itself a defect in form (r). 

If the consideration includes a present advance, it appears that 
the grantor must acknowledge the receipt of the money as in the 
scheduled form («). 

68. A bill of sale is not in accordance with the form, if it purports 
to assign any chattels which are not personal chattels capable of 
specific description; and an attempt to include tenant right, tillages, 
and valuation, or any property other than such personal chattels, 
will avoid tlio bill of sale (t). 

A bill of sale is not in accordance with the form, if it purports to 
assign any chattel not existing at the date of the execution of the 
bill of sale. Thus, a bill of sale is void if, together with chattels 
specifically described, it includes also any other chattels which 
may become the property of the grantor, and which are, or which 
may at any time during the continuance of the security come to 
be, in or about the same or other premises of the grantor, 
wliether in substitution- for, renewal of, or in addition to, the 
chattels thereby assigned (?(). 

69. The amending Act avoids, except as against the grantor, bills 
of sale given by way of security in respect of personal chattels not 
specifically described in the schedule thereto, and in respect of 
chattels of which the grantor was not the true owner at the date 
of the execution of the bill of sale (a) ; which rule is, however, 
sul)ject to an exception in the case of growing crops separately 
assigned which were growing at the date of the execution of the 
bill of sale, and in the case oE certain articles substituted for 
others specifically described in the schedule (ft). This exception 
does not, however, warrant any deviation from the prescribed 
form ; and a bill of sale contemplating substitution in the case of 
articles of the kind referred to, but not in the prescribed form, 
is altogether void(c)- But it is permissible to assign chattels 


(f/) MdviUe v. Stringer (1884), 13 Q. B. B. 392. But a bill of sale may 
be given to one of several len del's as collector for the others [Re Smithy Kx parte 
Tarhuck (1894), 72 L, T. 59), or to secure advances by partners in equal shares 
with an agreement to repay to both {Davidsons, Carlton Bank (1892), 8 T. L. 11. 
741). 

(r) Ileseltine v. Simmone, [1892] 2 Q. B. 547. 

(«) Davies v. JmkinSy [1900] 1 Q. B. 133. 

(t) Cochrane v. Entwistle (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 116. A bill of sale assigning 
scheduled chattels with a power of sale on default, including in the schedule 
an assignment of the lease of the grantor’s premises and all muniments of title 
referred to in such assignment, is valid as not conferring any charge on 
the land, but merely a security on the title-deeds as chattels {Swanley Coal Co. 
v. Denton, [1906] 2 K B. 873). 

(u) Thomas v. Kelly (1888), 13 App. Oas. 506. * •* 

(a) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment ^ict, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), ss. 
4, 5. 
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substiti^^d for those specifically assigned, under an agi*eement to 
replace {d). 

70. The form requires that a fixed sum shall be secured, and a 
bill of sale cannot be given by way of iiidernnity, the amount ulti- 
mately payable being uncertain (e), nor can further advances be 
included (/). 

71. The interest, which is a characteristic of the form, must be 
rateable, but may be at a rate by the year or month, as may be 
agreed on, even Ihougli the percentage of rateable interest is not 
stated ill terms (g). The amount of interest payable, and its time 
of payment, must be certain (h). Capitalised interest (i) or a lump 
sum for agreed interc3st, with (./) or without (/c) a bonus, payable in 
any event, cannot be reserved (Z). 

72. A bill of sale must contain an agreement to repay the principal 
sum (m) at a certain stipulated time or times, though a time of pay- 
ment fixed by reference to any known event is not necessarily 
uncertain. Payment, however, cannot be made to depend on the 
mere choice or volition of the grantee; thus, payment cannot be 
provided for on demand (n), or after demand (o). 

Tlie time for payment must not depend on a contingency, as, for 
example, on the contingency of a surety being called upon to pay 
on his principal’s default (j)), and this is the case oven if the sum 
secured by the bill of sale is on the face of it payable at a certain 
time {q)j or after the grantee has been obliged to pay the debt (r). But 
payment on or before a day named is admissible, as an agreement to 
pay at a fixed date, with a defeasance in the grantor’s favour («). 

And a stipulation for payment at a specified time, 2 U’oviding that 
if the grantor should not commit breaches of the agreements in 
the bill of sale the grantee should accejit payment by given monthly 
instalments, is in accordance with the form (I). 


JViMrierof 73. The general principle seems to be that if the time or times 
repayment. fixed for j)ayment are certain, the manner of payment may be sucji 


(d) (hates v. MoorCf [1903] 2 K. B. 140. Coiiii)are Hadden v. Oppenhtiin 
(1889), 6*0 L. T. 962. 

(e*) lhajh.es v. Liiile (1886), 18 Q. B. J). 152. 

(/) Gooh V. Taylor (1887), 15 T. L. R. 800. 

(^) Luinley v. (1887), 34 Oh. D. 60S, 

(h) Attia V. Finch (1904), 91 L. T. 70. 

(t) Davis V. Burton (1883), 11 U. B. 1). 537. 

U) Myers v. Elliott (1886), 16 ft. B. 1). 526. 

(^) Re Johnstone, Ex parte Ahrams (1884), 50 L. T. 184; Blanhenstein ▼. 
liohertson (1890), 24 ft. B. I). 543, 

(l) Myers v. Elliott^ supra. 

(m) Re Moore, Exports Official Receiver (1897), 4 Mans. 51. If a day of the 
month, without specifying the year, is named for payment, the day is the next 
ensuing day complying with the description {QrannelL v. Moack (1889), 24 
L. K. Ir. 241). 

(u) Hetherington v. Qroome (1884), 13 ft. B. D. 789. 

(o) BihUy v. Higgs (1885), 15ft. B. D. 619, where payment was to be made 
seven day^aftef demand in writing, 
ip) Hughes v. Little, supra. 

(9) Re Hill {Edward) (1895), 2 Mans. 208. 

(r) Sibley v. Higgs, supra. 

(«) T>e Braam v. Ford, [1900] 1 Ch. 142. 

{t) Re Colon, Ex parte Fayne (1887), 56 L. T. 671. 
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as the parties agree, provided that the agreement is not misleading 
or contrary to the provisions of the Acts. • 

Although the form sets out equal payments, it is permissible to 
stipulate for payment in one sum with interest until paid (//.), or by 
instalments, which need noj; be equal, and the balance with interest 
on a day named {w). 

It is not necessary, though permissible, that principal and 
interest should be repayable together, and it is a question of 
construction whether the agreement for 2 )ayment is referable to 
principal or interest, and which is first 2)ayable, or whether prineijm! 
and interest are to be paid together (a). 

A bill of sale is in accordance with the form, although it provides 
for payment by instalments of principal and interest, without 
stating when the last is payable, so that some calculation may be 
involved to ascertain the amount of the last instahnenfc. and how 
many instalments are necessary to complete payment (/>). 

If payment is by instalments, the bill of sale may provide that on 
default in any payment when due the whole of the unpaid principal, 
with the interest then due, shall at once become payable (c). But 
it cannot stipulate that, on breach of agreements, some of which 
would not warrant seizure under the jirovisions of the amending 
Act, the principal sum, together with the interest then due, shall 
become immediately payable (d). 

74 . The statutory form only permits agreements to be inserted 
of the kind named (c), that is to say, for insurance (/), imjnnent 
of rent (ff), or other matters which the parties may agree to, for the 

(m) irai/c?»8 V, Evans (lfi»S7), 18 Q. B. T). 386. 

(w) Re Cleaver^ Ex f arte Raiolings (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 489. 

(а) Edwards v. Marston, [1891] 1 Q. B. 225, where iirovision was made for 

payment of interest before principal, with payment of the balance and interest 
at a given day; Golddrom v. Tallervian 18 Q. B. D. 1, where the 

principal was to be paid by instalments with interest, and interest on arrears 
of principal; Hashwood v. Consolidated Credit Co. (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 555, 
whore principal and interest were to bo paid by instalments, with the balance on 
a given day. 

(б) Linjoot V. rockettf [1895] 2 Ch. 835; Re Bargen, Ex pnrte HaslucJc, 
[1894] 1 Q. B. 444. Compare Attia v. Finch (1904), 91 L. T. 70, w^here a bill of 
sale for £50, whereby the grantor agreed to pay the principal sum, with interest 
thereon at 5 per cent, per annum, by instalments of £10 on December 25, and 
the like sum on March 25, June 24, September 29, and December 25 in each 
year succeeding, until the whole amount was duly paid, was held not to be in 
accordance with the form, as the amount of interest and the period when it was 
to be paid were uncertain, the grantor being entitled to know what he had to pay 
for principal and interest in each instalment, and what he had to pay to redeem. 

(c) Lumley v. Simmons (1887), 34 Ch. D. 698; Re Wood, Ex parte Wool/e, 
[1894] 1 a 'B. 605. 

(d) Barr v. Kingsford (1887), 56 L. T. 86 J. 

(c) Melville v. Stringer (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 392. 

(/) Watkins v. Evans, supra; Jiammond v. Hocking (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 291, 
where the agreement was to insure, produce, and, if required, deliver receipts 
for premiums ; Duff v. Valentine, [1883] W. N. 225, where a power to seize on 
failure to produce the policy or receipt for the premium was hefd nefcessary for 
maintaining the security. 

(y) See cases cited in last note ; Turner ih Co, ▼, Culpan (1888), 58 L. T. 
340, where tlie agreement was punctually to pay rent, rates, taxes, assessments, 
or outgoings, and take receipts therefor, and on demand in writing to produce 


• gjSOT. 2. 

Formed 
3ill of Sale. 


Payment by 
inBbalmerits. 


Maintenance 
or defeasance 
of security. 
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Bills of Sale. 


8e)ot. 2. mainteiiance or defeasance of the security ; and no other agreements 
Yonn of can be included (h), 

BUI of Saft. Maintenance of the security means the preservation of the whole 
security given by the bill of sale, as regards both the chattels 
assigned and the grantee’s title to them, in as good condition as 
when the security was created (i). 

Defeasance (A), within the meaning of the form, is in the nature 
of a condition which limits or defeats the operation of the bill of 
sale (Z). 

If terms are agreed to for the maintenance or defeasance of the 
securit}’, the fact that they are superfluous, or not by law enforceable, 
will not, unless they are contrary to some provision of the Acts, 
make the bill of sale otherwise than in accordance with the statutory 
form (vi). 

Power ot 75. Seizure is permitted in certain events only OOj one of 

•eizure. which is default in the performance of any covenant or agreement 
necessary for maintaining the security. The parties cannot 
directly or indirectly (o) stipulate for a power to seize in other 
than the permitted events, and a power to seize cannot be given 
for default in the performance of an agreement, unless such agree- 
ment is not only for the maintenance of, but also necessary for 
maintaining, the security (p). 

Where power to seize is given in events not permitted by the 
Acts, the bill of sale is void ; and the defect is not cured by the 
concluding proviso of the statutory form (q). 


roceipis to the grantee or his authorised agent; Cartwright v. Itegan^ [1895] 

1 d. li. 900, where the agreement, which was in similar terms, omitting 
assessments, related to the premises whore the chattels were or should be. 

{h) Blaiherg y. JJechJt (188(5), 18 Q. 15. 1). 96. An agreement by the grantor 
not to obtain credit to the extent of £10 without the grantee’s consent, to 
give the grantee the greatei* portion of his business, to keep proper books and 
permit inspection, is not for maintenance of the security (7^eace v. Brookes^ [1895] 

2 Q. B, 451). 

(i) Furhfr v. CM (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 494. 

{k) As to defeasance or condition within the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (3), see p. iS, post, 

(l) iJiaiberg v. Beckett, supra. The terms agreed to for defeasance of the 
security, not mei'G conditions, must he stated in the bill of sale {lleaeltine v. 
Bimmons, [1892] 2 Q. B. 647). 

(m) Be Morritt, Ex parte Official Eeceiver (188G), 18 Q. B. 222. 

{n) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s, 7 ; 
and see p. 68, post, 

(o) Barr v. Kingsford (1887), 56 L. T. 861, where a provision for payment on 
default in perfonnance of agreements not necessary for maintaining the security 
was held to avoid the bill of sale. 

( 2 O Davis V. Burton (1883), 11 Q. B. I), 637. A stipulation, not necessary 
for maintaining the security, cannot be made so by agreement of the parties 
{Furher v. Cobb (1887), 18 Q, B. 1). 494). 

(g) Furher v. Cobb, supra. A bill of sale is avoided by a power to seize if the 
grantor should enter into liquidation, or compound with his creditors {Barr y, 
Kingsfordt «wpra), or take tlie benefit of any Bankruptcy Act {Gilroy v. Bowey 
(1888), 5ft L. T. 223), or do any act whereby he shall render himself liable to 
become bankrupt (Pe Williams^ Ex^rte Dearce (1883), 25 Ch. D, 666), But a 
power to seize if the grantor should do or Buffer anything whereby he shall 
become bankrupt is in substance the same as s. 7 (2) of the Bills of Sale Act ’ 
(1878) Amendment Apt, 1882, mi valid {Be Munda^^ parte AUam (1884), 14 
Q. B- D, 43)t 
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^ But if no power of seizure is given, expressljr or by _^plica- 
tion, otherwise than in those events, it is permissible to insert 
agreements for maintenance, though they may be wider in terms 
than is necessary for maintaining the security (r) ; and in such 
cases the proviso conti'ois the agreements, and supports the bill 
of sale (s). 

76. A power for the grantee, on the grantor’s default, to mako 
payments for insurance (t), rent, rates (u), taxes, or outlay on re- 
pairs (a), is for the maintenance of the security ; and such payments 
may be made repayable on demand with interest, and may be 
charged on the chattels assigned, so that the latter cannot be 
redeemed until repayment (6). 

But no power can be given to seize in respect of any such 
payments, and a bill of sale by which payments by the grantee 
are added to, and recoverable in the same manner as, the principal 
moneys and interest, is not in accordance with the statutory 
form (c). 

77. An express power of sale may (d), but need not, be inserted 
in a bill of sale, as a power to seize is implied in certain events (e). 


(r) T<yphy v. Corshie (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 350; Wearddle Coal and Iron Co. v, 
Hodson^ [1894] 1 Q, B. 598; Turner ch Co, v. Culpan (1888), 30 W. E. 278; 
Cartwright v. Regan ^ [1896] 1 Q. B. 900, where the agreement provided for tlio 
production of rent receipts, without the conditions imjiosed by s. 7 of the Bills 
of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882; Furher v. Cobh (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 
494 ; Re Paxton, Ex parte Pope (1889), 60 L. T. 428, whore there was an 
unqualified agi’eement not to remove the chattels, and for the grantee to enter 
and inspect; Seed y. Bradley, [1894] 1 Cl. B. 319, whore the agreement was 
not to permit the chattels to be destroyed, injured, or deteriorated, except 
W use and wear, and to replace them ; Consolidated Credit Corporation, Ltd. v. 
wsney (1885), 16 Ci. B. 1). 24, where the agreement was to replace so as to keep 
up present value ; Coates v. Moore, [1903] 2 K, B. 140, where the agreement was 
to f^o same effect, with an assignment of the substituted chattels ; Re Paxton, 
Ex parte Pope, supra, where the grantor agreed not to suffer any distress to be 
levied on the chattels, or do anything whereby ho might become bankrupt, or 
have execution levied on his goods and there was a power to seize on bank- 
ruptcy; Re Cleaver, Ex parte Rawlings (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 489, where there 
was an agreement for further assurance by grantor, and all pors<-n8 claiming 
through or under him. Compare, for a wider covenant for further assurance, 
Liverpool Commercial Investment Society v. Richardsmi (1886), 2 T. L. E. 602. 

(e) Re Bullock, Ex parte Ward, [1899] 2 Q. B. 517, where a power to sell 
after five clear days, if the chattels were seized for breach of any c^reements, 
was held qualified by the proviso; Briggs v. Pike (1892), 66 L. T. 637, 
where an agreement that the grantee might pay premiums on the grantor’s 
default, and Chat the money so expended, with interest, should be repaid ou 
demand, accompanied by a general power to seize on default iu payment of the 
sum or sums secured, was held qualified by the proviso. 

(i) Be Barber, Ex parte Stanford (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 259; Briggs v. Pike, 
supra, 

(wj (loldstrom y, Tallerman (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 1. 

(oj Tophy V. Corshie, supra, 

(6) Be Barber, Ex parte Stanford, supra ; Briggs v. Pike, supra, 

(c) i?eaZ and Personal Advance Co, v. Clears (1888), 20 Ci. B. D. 804 ; 
Bta«cA» V. 0/ori (1886), 17 Q. B. D.' 484 ; Macey v. CHlliert (1888), 67 
L. J. («. B.) 461. 

(d) Be Morritt, Ex parte Official Receiver (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 222. 

(e) Tbese are speoised in the Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 
(46 & '46 Yict. 0 . 43), s. 7 ; see p. 68, jkmA 


Biot. 2. 
Form of 
SiUofSali. 


Power for 
grantee to 
pay rent etc. 


Power of 
sale. 




l^mxs Or 

1 #et the expiration of five clear days (/), warrants 

Fomof. tod sale (gr). 

Bill of S ale The statutory powers of sale conferred upon mortgagees by 
• ' deed (h) do not apply to bills of sale in the statutory form (i) ; but 

it is permissible to exclude the restrictions imposed on the statutory 
power of sale (ft), A power may be given to sell on or off the 
premises by public auction or private contract (0, but not to affix 
placards to the premises (w). A power may not be given to the 
grantee to purchase the chattels at a valuation (n), or, if he is an 
auctioneer, to retain commission as if selling for the grantor (o). 

Provisions, that the purchaser upon a sale shall not be bound to 
inquire whether default has been made(p), or that the receipt of 
the grantee shall be a sufficient discharge, the buyer not being 
required to see to the application of tlie purchase-money (7), are 
not for maintenance of the security, or in accordance with the 
statutory form. 

Vincccdsot A bill of Sale may provide that the grantee shall be at liberty 
to retain out of the proceeds of sale Iiis j^rincij^al and interest, with 
all costs incurred in maintaining liis security (r) ; but a wider 
clause for retention of all expenses attending the sale or incurred 
in relation to the security (s), or to which the grantee may be 
put (0, is indefinite and not in accordance with the form (ti), 

Ketention of The grantee cannot stipulate for retention of the bill of sale after 
bill of Bale. payment in full (a). 

Omission of 78. The concluding proviso as to seizure is a characteristic of the 
the proviso. statutory form, and its omission lias been said to avoid the bill of 

sale (t). 


(/) Jhlls of Sale Act (1878) Aiuendiiient Act, 188*2 (‘lo & 4(5 Viet. c. 48), s. 13; 
and SCO p. TO, No express power can be given to Koizo and sell immediately 

on default, as that would coiiilict with the provisions of the section (Hetherinaton 
V. G ravine (1884), 13 Q. B. T). 789). 

((/) Watkins v. Evans ^887). 18 (i. B. D. 380; Re Morrittj Ex parte OJjfictal 
Receiver (1880), 18 Q. B. 1 ). ‘ 22 * 2 . 

(/i) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 19. 
Kee title Mor'J'gage. 

, (/) ('iihet tY. Thomas 19 Q. B. D. 204. Compare Watkins v. Evans^ supra, 

(k) Conveyancing and liaw of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 20; 
Me Morriit, Ex parte OJpaal Receiver, supra, 

(l) Bourne v. Wall (1891), 04 T^. T. 5150. 

(m) Bardell v. Vaykin (1887), 3 T. L. B. 526. 

(w) Lyon v. Morris (1887), 19 Q. B. 1). 139. 

(0) Furler v. Cobh (1887), 18 Q. B. 1). 494. 

(p) Blaiherg v. Beckett (1886), 18 Q. B. L. 96. 

( 7 ) Gilihs V. Parsons (1887), 22 L. J. 96. 

(r) Lumley v. Simmons (1887), 34 Ch. D. 698; Re Morritty Ex parte Official 
Receiver, supra, where the bill of sale provided for the retention of principal, 
interest, costs, and expenses, with rent, rates, or taxes paid by the grantee, 
and payments for discharging any distress, execution, or incumbrance' on the 
chattels, and seizing, retaining, and keeping possession thereof, and in or about 
their carriage, removal, warehousing, or s^e. Such a trust of proceeds of sale 
is substantially* the same as would be implied if there were no declaration {lit 
Oleaver, ma parte Rawlings (1887), 18 Q. B. D, 489). 

(s) Calvert v. Tlamas, supra, 

(0 Macey v. QUbert (1888), 57 L. J. (Q. B.) 461. 

; («) Calvert v. Thomas, supra. 

(a) Watson v. n887), 19 Q. B. D. 391. 

(1) Thomas v. Kelly (1888), 13 App. Cas. 506, per Lord MAGNAOHTEif, at p. 519. 
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The name, address (c), and description of the attesting fitness or* 2, 
V^itnepses are also characteristic Of the form, End the natte only is 
not sufficient without address and description (d), 

Description, though not synonymous with occupation, includes it; Atte^da; ^ 
and the profession, trade, or calling of the witness must be stated (c), ' » 

or, if he has none, his addition or style (/). 

A defect in description cannot be cured by the affidavit filed on 
registration (gf), or by extraneous evidence. Where a witness 
attests more than one attestation clause, adding his description to 
only one, it is sufficient if it appears on the face of the bill of 
sale, as by comparison of handwriting, that the witness in each 
case is the same ; but if extraneous evidence is necessary to prove 
this fact, the bill of sale will be void as not in accordance with 
the statutory form (h). 

79 . Every bill of sale given by way of security must have annexed The schedule, 
thereto, or written thereon, a schedule containing an inventory of 
the personal chattels comprised in it(t), though the statutory form 
itself does not set out a schedule (A), The principal Act also 
requires that a copy of every schedule or inventory annexed to or 
referred to in a bill of sale must be registered (1). 


Skot. 3. — Defeasance, Condition, or Declaration of Trust. 

80 . Any terms agreed to for defeasance of the security must be Defeasances 
inserted in a bill of sale in the statutory form {m). m^rVoTbiU^of 

It is also provided by the principal Act (n) that if a bill of sale is sala^ ^ ^ 
made or given subject to any defeasance or condition, or declaration 
of trust not coiitained in the body thereof, such defeasance, condi- 
tion, or declaration of trust shall be deemed to be part of the bill, 
and shall be wn’itten on the same j)ap6r or parchment therewith 
before the registration, and shall be truly set forth in the copy 
required by the Act to be filed therewith, and as part thereof, 
otherwise the registration shall be void. 

The object of this provision is to restrict, within certain limits, 
the nature of the bargain which can be made by bill of sale, and to 
ensure that the true bargain is registered (o). 

The Act avoids registration of a bill of sale not complying with 
the prescribed formalities, whether the defeasance, condition, or 
declaration of trust is in favour of the grantor or of the grantee, and 


(c) This may be the business address of the witness, not necessarily his private 
residence (Swimona v. Woodivard, [1892] A, C. 100). 

(d) Parsons y. Brand (1890), 25 Q. 15. D. 110; Blanlcenstein v. Robertson 
(1890), 24 Q. B. D. 543. 

(f) Goulson V. Dickson (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 110. 

(/) Sims V. Trollope (fc Sons, [1897] 1 Q. B. 24, where the witness had no 
occupation. 

Igr) Parsons v. Brand, CovUon v. Dickson, supra, 

Ui) Bird V. Davey, [1891] 1 Q, B. 29. 

ft) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), e. 4. 

\k) Ibid., Schedule. For the requirements of the Schedule, seepn. 34 et seq., ante. 

(/) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (2) ; and see p, 46, post 

(m) See p. 34, ante. 

( 7 i) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (3). 

(o) Pettit V. Lodge and Harper, [1908] 1 K, B. 744, per Flbtoher 
Moulton, L.J., at p. 749. 
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Bills of Salk. 


8«rr. 3. 
O^ifeasance, 
Conditioii,^ 
or Oeclara* 

' tion of 
Trust. 

What is a 
defeasance. 


Collateral 
stipulation 
when not 
affected. 


the avo^ance is not, as was formerly supposed (p), confined to a 
defeasance, condition, or declaration of trust limiting the rights of 
the grantee, or affecting them prejudicially in favour of the 
grantor (d). 

81 . A defeasance is an instrument or agreement which defeats 
the operation of a bill of sale (?•), and is, more strictly speaking, a 
condition (s). 

A collateral agreement forming part of the contract for, but not 
expressed in, a bill of sale, and securing the same, or part of the 
same, sum of money, is within this provision of the Act, as, for 
example, a contemporaneous mortgage of property by one of two 
grantors to secure, with compound interest, the same payment 
which is secured with simple interest by a bill of sale given by 
both (/). 

And a promissory note, given at the same time as a bill of sale, 
for the same loan and as part of the same transaction, is a 
defeasance within the same provision (a), although it is valid as 
a note (b). 

So a parol agreement var^dng the terms of payment contained 
in a bill of sale, if made as part of the same transaction, is a con- 
dition (c). And any bargain different to that expressed in the bill 
of sale, affecting the rights of either party, as for example an 
alteration of the events on which a seizure may be made, is a 
defeasance which must be incorporated in the bill of sale and 
registered (d). Thus, where a bill of sale provides for payment of 
principal, together with interest, by weekly instalments, an arrange- 
ment to substitute equal weekly payments, of an increased amount, 
to cover principal and interest, so as to avoid calculating varying 
amounts of interest week by week, is a defeasance, though the 
aggregate amount payable for principal and interest is not altered (d). 

82 , It is not every collateral stipulation between the parties that 
is within this provision of the Act. Thus, an understanding that 
out of the advance the grantor should repay a debt owing by him 
to the grantee, in i)art secured by an existing bill of sale, is not a 

(/j) Be Lees, Ex parte Oolline (1875), 10 Ch. App. 367, 

h]) Edwards v. Marcus, [1894] 1 Q. B. 587. 

(r) Blaiberg v. Ikckett (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 96. 

(fi) Re Storey, Ex parte Fopplewell (1882), 21 Ch. D. 73. 

(0 Edwards v. Marcus, supra : Ellis v. Wright (1897), 76 L. T. 522, whei'e 
a mortgage, payable on demand, was given as part of the same transaction 
as a bill of sale payable by instalments, to secure part of the mortgage debt ; 
Sharp V. McHenry (1887), 38 Ch. D. 427, where there was a contemporaneous 
covenant to pay compound interest on the debt secured by the bill of sale ; //cse/- 
tine V. Simmons, [1892] 2 Q. B. 547, where a collateral agreement to resort 
first to securities, other than the bill of sale, was held to be a condition, though 
Xkct a defeasance. Compare Re Leher (1908), 62 Sol. Jo. 483. 

(а) Counsell v. London and Westminster Loan and Discount Co. (1887), 19 
Q. B. B. ^12. ’The i*esult is the same though other paities join in the note 
{Onn V, Fish^ (1889), 5 T. L. E. 604). 

(б) Mone^ry Admnce Co, v. Cater (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 785. 

(c) Re Southam, Ex parte Southam (1874), L. E. 17 hlq. 578. 

(d) Fettit V. Lodge and Harper, [1908] 1 K. B. 744, overruline Reed v, Franks 

(1900), 16 T. L. E. 347. ^ i ^ 
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condition or declaration of trust (c). A mere deposit by the grantor 
of a policy of insurance as collateral security for the debt secured 
by the bill of sale is not a defeasance or a condition (f), nor is the 
guarantee of a third party to pay on demand any unpaid balance 
of loan and interest, in the event of the bill of sale becoming 
inoperative, or an insufficient security 

Terms made subsequent to the bill of sale are not within the 
provisions of the section (h). 

83 . Where registration is made void by this provision a bill of 
sale given by way of security is void in respect of the personal 
chattels comprised therein (?) ; but an absolute bill of sale is only 
avoided as against the persons, and to the extent, mentioned in the 
principal Act(/c). 

Sect. 4. — Attestation. 

Sub-Sect. 1, — Necessity fur Attestation, 

84 . Absolute bills of sale, as well as those given by way of sc.curity 
for the payment of money by the grantor, must be duly (L) attestud(7y0, 
but with different formalities. 


Sub-Seot. 2. — Ahs{>Iiite Bills of Bale, 

85 . An absolute bill of sale must be attested by a solicitor of 
the Supreme Court, and the attestation must state that, before the 
execution of the bill of sale, the effect thereof has been explained to 
the grantor by the attesting solicitor (’u), otherwise it will bo void to 
the extent and against tlie persons named in the princij)al Act (o), 
though valid as between the parties (p). 

It is not required that an explanation of the bill of sale sliall in 
fact have been given, though the attestation must so state {q ) ; and 
the affidavit filed on registration need not verify the fact of 
explanation (?•), 


(e) Thomas y, Btarhs, [1891] 2 Q. 13. 408. The section does not apply to 
an agreement not to register a bill of sale {Re Stormy ^ Kx 'parte Poi^plewell (1882), 
21 Oh. D. 73), or to a purchase in trust for another (Robinson v. Gollinywood 
(1864), 34 L. J. (c. P.) 18). It has been said not to apply to an a<>reemeiit for 
a bonus, but this is doubtful (Re Zees, Ex parte Collins (1876), 10 On. App. 367). 

! /) Carpenter v. Deen (1889), 23 Q. B. 1). 566. 

g) Calces v. Green (1907), 23 T. L. IL 660. 

h) Linfoot v. Fockett, [1895] 2 Ch. 835. 

i) See p. 54, post, 

(k) See p. 55, post, 

(Z) That is, in the manner prescribed (Parsons v. Brand, Cuvhon v. Dickson 
(1890), 25 Q. B. D. 110). 

(m) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 8; Bills of Sale Act 
(1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 8. 

(n) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. e. 31), s. 10 (1), which is not repealed 
by the Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 10, 
^.s Hoards bills of sale given otherwise than by way of security, v. PanmU 
(1883), 24 Oh. D. 210; Casson v. Churchley (1884), 53 L. J. (q. b.) 335), 

(o) Bills of Sale Act, 1878, s. 8 ; and see p. 55, post. 

(p) Davis v. GoodTnan (1880), 6 0. P, D. 128. 

(q) BeJTayneSf Ex parte National Merca'niile Bank (1880), 16 Ch. D, 42. 

(r) Be Rop^i Ex parte Bolla'nd (1882), 21 Oh. D, 643. 


Sect. 3. 

Defeasance, 
^Condition, 
or Declara- 
tion of 
Trust 


Extent of 
avoidance- 


All bills of 
sale must bo 
attested. 


Attestation 
by solicitor. 




46 


Bills of Sale. 


SHOT. 4. 
Atjjiestation. 

Who may * 
attest. 

' Affidavit of 
attestation. 
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An absolute bill of sale may be attested by the solicitor for both 
parties |f), or by the grantee’s solicitor (f), or his managing 
clerk, being a solicitor, though not practising on his own account (u). 
But a solicitor who is party to the bill of sale cannot attest it (w). 

86. An affidavit proving due attestation must be filed on registra- 
tion (.r). It is not enough to verify the handwriting of the attesting 
solicitor and state that he explained the bill of sale to the grantor ; 
the affidavit must prove that tlje solicitor whose name appears as the 
attesting witness was present when the bill of sale was executed by 
the grantor (y). 

It ^Yill bo sufficient if it can be inferred from the whole affidavit 
that the solicitor did in fact attest the bill of sale, although this is 
not expressly stated (z). 

SuH'Sect. of Sale hy way of Security, 

87. The amending Act requires that the execution by the grantor 
of every bill of sale given by way of security shall be attested (a) 
by one or more credible witnesses, not being parties thereto (ft). 

Although a party cannot attest a bill of sale, his agent or 
manager may do so (c). 

Sect. 5. — Registration. 

Si-e-Seot. 1. — In General, 

88. Both absolute hills of sale (d) and bills of sale given by way 
of security (e) are required to be registered. 

The mode of registering both kinds of bills of sale is regulated 
by the principal Act, and is as follows : the bill of sale with every 
schodulo or inventory thereto annexed or therein referred to, and 
a true copy of such bill and of such schedule or inventory and of 
every attestation of the execution of such hill of sale, together with 
tlie iircscrihed affidavit, must be presented to the registrar ; and the 
copy bill of sale and affidavit must be filed with him (/). 

(.s) Verrnm v. Cooke (I8.S0;, *19 L. J. (c. P.) 767. 

(f) Panrarden v. ftoherU (ISSi?), 9 (i. B. 1). 187. 

{f() Jh/I V. Kirkwood (1880), 42 Ik T. lO.V 
(^w) Seal V, Cinridyc (ISSl), 7 Q. B. i). 010, 

(y ) Bills of Sale Aot, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 81), s. 10 (2). 

(//) Ford V. Keith (1882), 9 Q. B. B. 189 ; Shaiyc v. Birch (1881), 8 
Q,. B. in ; Be Monhon, Fx parie KnigMhy (1882), 40 L. T. 776. 

(r.) Yaics V. Ashcroft (1882), 47 h. T. .887 ; Cooper v. Zeffert (1S83), 82 W R 
402. 

(a) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (40 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 8 j 
and soo p. 08, post, 

{})) Jh,d., 8 . 10 . 

(c) P(acc V. Ih'itokef*, fl895'| 2 Q. B. 451, 

(d) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), p. 8. 

(«) Bills of Sjile Act (1878) AmendniGiit Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, 0, 43) 

». 8. 

(/) 3i\h of Stle Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (2) : “ Suck bill, with 
every schedule or inventory thei'eto annexed or theioin reierred to, and also a 
true copy of such biD and of eveiw such schedule or inventory, and of every 
attesUhon of the execution of such bill of sale, together with an affidavit of the 
time of such bill of sale being made or given, and of its due execution an4 
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I’he place of registration is the Bills of Sale Department of the 
Central Office at the Eoyal Courts of Justice, London {(j), * 

Suh-Seot. 2 . — 'Time for Eeyutraiion. 

89 . The time for registering absolute bills of sale is within seven 
clear days after the making or givhig thereof (k), and for a bill of sale 
given by way of security, within seven clear days after the execu- 
tion thereof, or if executed in any place out of England, then within 
seven clear days after the time at which it would, in the ordinary 
course of post, arrive in England, if posted immediately alter the 
execution thereof (i). 

When the time for registering a bill of sale expires on a Sunday 
or other day on which the registrar’s office is closed, the registration 
is valid if made on the next following day on which the office 
is open(/c). Power is given to extend the time for registration in 
certain cases (/). 

During the time allowed for registration, a bill of sale, if other^ 
wise valid, is effectual though unregistered, even if within tliat time 
there purports to have been registration which turns out to bo 
insullicient 

Sub-Sect. 3. — 2'rue Coj^ti/tand Affidavit on lleyistratkm, 

90 . The copy of the bill of sale, schedule ur inventory, and attes- 
tation, to be presented to, and filed with, the registrar, must be sub- 
stantially a true copy, but need not be an exact copy, and clerical 
or verbal errors, which cannot mislead, do not avoid registration (a). 

A catalogue of chattels referred to in the schedule to a bill of 
sale, when the chattels can be identified without referring to the 
catalogue, is not a schedule or inventory within the moaning of 
the Act (u). 


attestation, and a description of the reaidonce and rxjcupation of the person 
making or giving the same (or in case the same is made or given any person 
under or in the execution of any jjrocess, then a description of the residence and 
occupaticn of the person against whom such process issued), and of every attesting 
witness to such bill of sale, shall be presented to and the said copy and affidavit 
shall be filed with the registrar within seven clear days after the making or 
giving of such bill of sale, in like manner as a warrant of attorney in any 
personal action given by a trader is now by law required to bo 

! y) R. S. 0., Ord. 61. As to local r^istration, see p. ol, post. 
h) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), ss. 8, 10 (2). 

(i) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 8. 
(/c) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 22. 

(/) Ihid,, B. 14 ; and see p. 74, poet, 

(w) MarplesY, Hartley (1861), 30 L, J. (q. b.) 92; Banbury v. White (1863), 
82 L. J. (ex.) 258. 

(n) Be Hewer y Ex parte Kahen (1882), 21 Ch, D. 87 J, where words were left 
out; Sharp v. Brown (1887), 38 Oh. D. 427, where blanks in tlie copy were filled 
up in the original; Oardnor v. Shaw (1871), 24 L. T. 319, where there was a 
mistake in name; Elliott v. Freeman (1863), 7 L. T. 716, where the mistake 
was in the consideration ; Thomas v. Boherts, [1898] 1 Q. B. Go'J, where the date 
of execution was stated in the original, but omitted in the copy; Coales v. Moore, 
[1903] 2 KB* 140, where the omission of the signature of the grantor and 
attesting witness, with description, was supplied by the affidavit filed with 
the copy. 

(o) Havideon v. Carlton Banky [1893] 1 Q. B. 82. 
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91. The affidavit presented to and filed with the registrar {p) must 
prove — (S) the due execution and attestation of the bill of sale, 
% (2) the residei;ice and occupation of the grantor, and of every attesting 
witness, and (3) the true date of the execution of the bill of sale (</). 
It is sufficient to state that the bill of sale was executed on the day 
it bears date. An obvious mistake in date, as 1806 for 1876, is not 
a fatal defect (r). 

Affidavits may be sworn before a master of the High Court or a 
commissioner of oaths (/?) ; and every first and second-class clerk in 
the Bills of Sale Department of the Central Office has authority to 
take oaths and affidavits in matters relating to that department (a). 

The rules of the Supreme Court relating to affidavits (b) apply to 
an affidavit on registration of a bill of sale, and such an affidavit 
may not be sworn before the solicitor to the grantor or grantee, who 
is a party within the meaning of the rule (c), or before any agent or 
correspondent of such solicitor, or before a party himself ; and an 
affidavit which would be insufficient if sworn before the solicitor 
himself is insufficient if sworn before his clerk or partner {d). If 
an affidavit on registration be sworn before the solicitor acting for 
the grantee in preparing or filing tlie bill of sale registration is 
avoided (c). 

A clerical error in the jurat of an affidavit may be a mere 
irregularity (c). Thus, where the jurat omits to describe the 
officer swearing the affidavit on registration as a commissioner, the 
affidavit is admissible in the absence of proof that he is not a 
commissioner (/). But where the commissioner does not sign his 
name to the jurat, the affidavit is incomplete, and registration is 
avoided (g). 


Sub-Seot. 4 , — Description of Parties and Attesting Witnesses, 

^ 92. The affidavit filed on registration must contain a descrip- 
tion (k) of the residence and occupation of the grantor and of every 
attesting witness to the bill of sale (i), in order that creditors and 


(р) For fonn see R S. 0., Appendix B, 24, and Encyclopaedia of Forms. 
Vol. VIIL, p. 793 

(g) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, c. 31), s. 10 (2). 

(V) Lamb y, Bruce (1876), 45 L. J. (Q. B.) 538. 

(s) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 31), s. 17. It is perjury to make or 
use any false affidavit for the purposes of the Act (ibid,) ; see title Criminal 
Law and Procedure. For commissioners of oaths, see title Solicitors. 

(a) R. S. C., Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882, r. 12 : and see Yearly Countv 
Court Practice, 1908, Vol. II., p, 71. 

(b) R S. C., Ord. 38. 

(с) Baker v. AmlrosCj [1896] 2 Q. B. 372. 

(d) R S. C„ Ord. 38, rr. 16, 17, 

(e) See ihid.i r. 14. 

(/) Be Chapman, Ex parte Johnson (1884), 26 Ch. D. 338. 

^wn y, London and County Advance and Discount Co, (1889), 5 T. L. R. 199. 
(A) Description to the beet of the deponeut*s belief is sufficient (Roe v. 
PraitoAaM; (1866)^ L. R 1 Exch. 106). Compare R S. 0., Ord. 38, r. 3. So 
where description ie given in the introductory part, but left blank in the 
body of the affidavit, the registration is valid {Blaiberg y, Parke (1882), 10 
Wi. B. D, 90). ' ' 

o/sl*? ■witness must be described {Pkkard v. Marriaot (1876), 1 Ex. D, 
464 „ and every grantor (floopw t. Parmmter (1862), 10 W. K. 648). 
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others concerned may make inquiries before dealing witli the* SECt. 5. 
grantor (fc). * Registfa- 

A description is sufficient which identifies the grantor and * tion, 
attesting witnesses, and enables a person by ordinary inquiry to 
ascertain where to find the objects of liis search (/). 

The description must be of residence and occupation at the time 
of registering the bill of sale, not at the time of its execution (»i). 

Although the Acts make no provision for stating the names 
of the parties, a wrong Christian name or surname, when coupled 
with a misdescription of occupation, or probably of residence, may 
be so inaccurate and misleading as to avoid registration (//.). 


93. The statutory form of bill of sale, as already noted (o). How far 
requires the address and description of the grantor and every attest- affitiavit and 
ing witness to be stated on tlje face of the bill of sale ; but this 
information must be given also in the affidavit filed on registra- together. 
tion(p). Where, without any intention to mislead and without 
anyone having been in fact misled, the address of the grantor or 
of an attesting witness is not correctly given in the bill of sale 
itself, but his residence and occupation are accurately stated in the 
affidavit, the registration is valid {q). 

On the otlier hand, if the affidavit contains no description (r), or 
an untrue or mis-stated description (5), registration will I)e avoided; 
and where the bill of sale and affidavit differ, the bill of sale cjinriot 
be used to euro a defective description in the affidavit (0, even 
though the description is given correctly in the bill of sale (a), liut 
the bill of sale may be referred to, in order to supplement or correct 
an imperfect or ambiguous description in the affidavit (h) ; and mei e 
surplusage may be rejected, if the meaning is clear (c). 

The affidavit will be sufficient, if, referring to the description of 
address and occupation given in the bill of sale, it states that it is 
correct (d). 

The burden of proof is on the person alleging that the description Bunion of 

proof. 

(7f) Jones v. Harris (1871), L. R. 7 Q. B. 157, 

(/) Blount V. Harris (1878), 4 Q. 13, I). 603. 

(m) Button v. O'NtiU (1879\ 4 0. P. D. 354. Tlie description of the grantor 
as carrying on a business which he has ceased to carry on [Coo'per v. Davis 
(1884), 32 W. 11. 329; Proctor v. Lucius (1903), 19 T, L. B. 458), or as 
“until lately” a coinraorcial travellor {Castle v. Downton (1879), 5 0. P. I). 

56), is insufficient. But where the grantor absconded before registration, the 
description of his address as in the bill of sale was held sufficient [Re Hewer, 

Ex parte Kahen (1882), 21 Ch. D. 871). 

(n) Lee v. Turner (1888), 20 Q. B. I). 773; StoJees v. Spencer, [1900] 2 Q. B. 

483. 

(o) See pp. 36, 43, ante, 

(p) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 10 (2). 

(q) Dolcini w. Dolcini, [1895] 1 Q. B. 898. 

(r) Hatton v. English (1857), 26 L. J. (q. b.) 161. 

W Brodrick v. Scale (1871), L. R. 6 C. P. 98. 

(4 Murray v. Maclcenzie (1875), L. R. 10 0. P. 625. 

(a); Marks v. Derrick (1899), 80 B. T. 60. » » 

(5) Jones V. Harris, supra; Re Bent, Ex parte Mackenzie (1873), 42 J. (bcy.) 

25. 

(c) Blount y, Harris, supra, where the addition of “in the city of London'* 

Ko the description “ Acton ” was rejected. 

Foulqer v. Taylor (I860), 5 li. & N. 202, 
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is mUlesi^ing (e), or should be otherwise stated (/), or that, wherfl 
no occupation is described, the person in fact has one (//); and 
' when the facta are ascertained, the question of sufficiency of 
description is for the judge {h). 

94 . The residence of the grantor and attesting witnesses 
must be described in the affidavit with such reasonable certainty 
and sufficiency as to identify them, and with a particularity depending 
on the circumstances of the case (i). 

In some instances a more detailed description, as of a street, or 
even a number, may be necessary, and a misleading mistake in 
number may avoid registration (/j). 

It is not necessary to set out every residence or place of 
business ; and if the person described has two or more addresses, 
it is sufficient to describe him as of the principal one (Z). 

The residence i-equired is not necessarily the place where the 
party lives ; and an address where he is most likely to be found, 
as, for instance, his place of business, or his employer’s place of 
business, is sufficient (m). 

95 . Occupation, for the purposes of registration, is the trade, 
business, or calling, which a person pursues to get a living (n), the 
business in which a man is usually engaged to the knowledge of 
his neighbours (o). If a person has an occupation, it must be 
described (p) ; but if he has none, it is unnecessary so to state in 

(e) Throssell v. Marsh (1885), 53 L. T. 321. 

(/) Grant v. Shavj (1872), L. It. 7 Q. LI. 700 
(if) Sniton v. Ikith (1858), 3 IJ. & N. 382. 

(h) Phillips V. Part (1862), 2 F. & F. 862. 

(t) Uicklep V. Greenwood (1890), 25 Q. B. 1). 277 ; Prupjs v. Poss (1868), L. E. 

3 Q. B. 268, whoro tlio doscription of tlio witness us of Ha,nloy, without further 
address, was held sullicieiit, letters so addiOKSSod reacliing him. 

(/r) Murray v. Mackenzie (1875), L. E. 10 C. P. 625 ; Marks v. Derrick (1899), 
80 L. T. 60. 

(7) Grernham v. Child (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 29 ; Cooper v. Ihberson (1881), 44 
L. T. 309 ; Re Moulson^ Ex parte Kniyhtley (1882), 46 L. T. 776. 

(w) Hewer v. Cox (1860), 30 L. J. (q. b.; 73. So a clerk may be sufficiently 
described as of his employer’s address, wh(ue he can bo found during business 
hours (Simmims v. Woodward^ [1892] A. C. 100; Blackwell v. Eualand (XSbl). 
27 L. J. (Q. B.) 124). 

(w) TuUm V. Sanoner (1858), 27 L. J. (ex.) 293. 

(o) Luckin V. Har.ilyn (1869), 21 L. T 366, per Martin, B., at p. 366 ; Never^ 
son V. Seymour (1908), 97 L. T. 788. 

( p) The following descriptions have been held sufficient : describing a merchant 
shipbroker as broker (Ougen v. Sanipsosi (1866), 4 F. & E’. 974) ; Government or 
insurance clerk (Grant v. Shaw (1872), L. E. 7 U. B. 700); describing a clerk 
to an accountant as an accountant (Briggs v. Boss, supra) ; clerk, not stating his 
employer’s occupation (Lamb y. Bruce (1876), 45 L. J. (q. b.) 538). But the 
description “married woman” is insufficient, if she has an occupation (Kemble 
V. Addison, [1900] 1 Q. B. 430), or the description “gentleman” w-here the 
person described has any office or employment (Alien v. Thompson (1856), 25 
Ij. j. (ex.) 249), or is a solicitor’s clerk (/irodncA; v. Scale (1871), L. E. 6 0. P. 
98; Beales v. Tejinant (1860), 29 L. J. (Q. B.) 188), or is a silk buyer (Adams v. 
Graham (11864), S3 L. J. (q. b.) 71). It is not sufficient to describe a manager 
of a theatre (Re l^ining, Ex parte Hooman (1870), L. E. 10 Eq. 63), or a oom- 
meroial traveller (Matthews v. Buchanan (1889), 5 T. L. E, 373), as “esquire,” 
or a Bchool-mast^, as tutor, and by a wrong name (Lee v. Turner (1888), 20 
Q. B. D. 778), or a derk to a railway, as an accountant (Larchin v. North* 
Western Deposit Banfc (1875), L. E. 10 Exch. 61). 
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the aflSdavit (q). If a person has no occupation, it is unnecessary 
CO set out details of business undertakings in which h? may be 
interested or engaged (r). 

The description should be of the principal, substantial occupa- 
tion ; and if that is stated, an omission, not calculated to mislead, 
of some other occupation followed by the person described is not a 
defect (s). 

Surplusage, added to an otherwise correct description of occupa- 
tion, may be rejected (t). 

Such description should be given that if inquiry be made in the 
place where the person resides he may be easily identified (a), and 
if the description identifies the true occui)ation, it will be sufficient 
even though the person may not be actively j)ursuing his occupation 
at the time (h); but former (c), or proposed, occupations need not be 
described (d). 

Sect. 6. — Local liegistraiion. 

96. Where the affidavit which is required to accompany a hill of 
sale when presented for registration describes the residence of the 
IDerson making or giving the same, or of the person against whom 
the process is issued, as being in some place outside the London 
bankruptcy district (e), or where the bill of sale describes the chattels 


(g-) Re BifmondSj Ex parfc Young (1880), 42 L. T. 744, where a blank was left 
in the affidavit for “ occupation,*’ the person described having none. So the 
de8cri})tion “ gentleman ” is sufficient for one who has no regular employ, if 
not inapplicable to his position (Gray v, tfonea (1863), 14 0. B. (n. 8.) 743 ; Bmith 
V. Cheese (1875), 1 0. P. I). 60), provided the words “of no occupation” are 
added (Piling Department Notice, Doc. 4, 1902 ; Yearly Practice, 1908, p. 505). 
The scheduled form requires the Edition or stjdo of a witness, without occupa- 
tion, to be stated in the attestation clause ; see p. 35, ante, 

(r) Feast v. Robinson and Fisher (1894) , 70 L. T. 1 68, where a country gentleman, 
the sleeping partner in a business, was described as of no occupation ; Luckin v. 
Hamlyn (1869), 21 L. T. 366, where a widow, so described, was managing a farm 
as executrix ; Davies v. Jenkins^ [1900] 1 Q. B. 133, where a married woman, 
so described, was conducting a farm in her husband's absence ; Usher v. Martin 
(1889), 24 Q. B. D. 272, where a married woman was the leaseholder of a 
public-house conducted by her husband. The question whether a description of 
the occupation of a married woman, who lives with and keeps house for her 
husband, is sufficient is one of degree (Neversim v. Seymour (1908), 97 L. T. 788). 

(s) Throssell v. Marsh (1885), 53 T^. T. 321; Re Wills, Ex 'parte National 
Deposit Rank (1878), 26 W. E. 624; Re Haynes, Ex parte Naiional Mercantile Bank 
(1880), 15 Ch. D. 42. 

U) Re Storey, Ex parte Poppleiuell (1882), 21 Ch. D. 73. 

(a) Luckin v. Hamlyn, supra. 

(5) Sharp v. McHenry (1887), 38 Ch. D, 427, where the person referred to 
was a contractor and financial agent, out of business ; Martinson v. Consolidated 
C\».*'(1889), 6 T. L. R. 353, where he was a commercial clerk, out of employ ; 
Re Davies, Ex parte Equitable Investment Go. (1897), 77 L. T. 567, where an 
actress, known as such, was held sufficiently so described, though not on the 
stage. 

(c) Smith V. Cheese, supra, where the description of the grantor, who was 

without regular occupation, as “ gentleman” was sufficient, though formerly he 
had been a proctor’s clerk. • « 

(d) Re Davey, Ex parte Chapman (1881), 45 L. T. 268. 

(e) The London bankruptov district under the Bankrupt^ Act, 1869 f32 & 38 
Viet. c. 71), 8. 60, is now donned by s. 96 and Sched. Ilf. of the Bankruptcy 
Act, 1883' (46 & 47 Viot. c. 62). See also title Bankruytot and Insolvency, 
Vol.II., p. 47, note(sr). 


Sect. 6. 

Registra* 

tion. 


What descrip- 
tion is 
sufficient. 


When local 
registration 
requisite. 



BiiiLS OF Sale. 


m 

Sbot. 6. enamor^y^d therein as being in some place outside the London 
tiOcal bankraptcy district, the registrar under the principal Act must 

Eegistra- forthwith, and within three clear days after registration in the prin- 
cipal registry, and in accordance with directions prescribed by 
the rules, transmit an abstract (/), in a form pi’escribed by the 
rules (ff), of the contents of such bill of sale to the county court 
registrar in whose district such places are situate, and if such places 
are in the districts of different registrars to each such registrar. 

Filing in Every abstract so transmitted must be filed, kept, and indexed by 

county court, registrar of the county court in the manner prescribed by the 
rules (//), and any person may search, inspect, make extracts from, 
and obtain copies of the abstract so registered in the like manner 
and upon the like terms as to payment or otherwise as near as may 
be as in the case of bills of sale registered by the registrar under 
the principal Act (i). 

Omission The provisions for local registration are direciory, and the 

"istratioEL I'^gistrar’s default in transmitting the abstract to a county court 
regis ra lo registry does not avoid registration (j). 

Sect. 7. — Ueueival of Registration. 

97 . The registration of a bill of sale, whether executed before 
or after the commencement of the principal Act, must be renewed 
once at least every five years, and if a period of live years elapses 
from the registration, or renewed registration, of a bill of sale with- 
out a renewal or further renewal, as the case may be, the registration 
becomes void. But a renewal of registration does not become 
necessary by reason only of a transfer or assignment of a bill of 
sale (k). 

98 . The renewal of a registration is effected by filing with the 
registrar an affidavit stating the date of the bill of sale and of the 
last registration thereof, and the names, residences, and occupations 
of the parties thereto as stated therein, and that the bill of sale is 
still a subsisting security (/). This affidavit must state the names, 


When 

renewal 

necessary. 


Mode of 
renewal. 


(/) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 11, 
■where the expressions need are “ the prescribed directions,’* “the prescribed 
form,” ‘Hhe prescribed manner.” By s. 4 of the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 31), “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under the provisions 
of the Act, and by s. 21 power to make such rules is conferred. The rules in 
question are the K. S. C., Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882, for which see Yearly 
Practice, 1908, p. 1462. Directions for the transmission of the abstract are 
contained ihid. , r. 4. 

(g) R. S. C., Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882, r. 3, and Appendix. 

(h) Jbid,, rr. 7, 8. 

(i) Provision is made {ihid., r. 10) for the search and inspection of abstracts 
in the office of the registrar of the county court, and for making extracts from, 
or obtaining office copies of, such abstracts, also (r. 5) for re-registintion and 
(ir. 0) for entering notice of satisfaction. 

{ j) Trti^er Raynor (1887), 56 L. J. (q. B.) 422. 

(&) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c, 31), s. 11, which applies also to 
hills of sale executed before the commencement of the Act, and registered 
under the Acts repealed {ibid., s. 23). 

(i) Ibid. The affidavit may be m the form set forth iUd., Sched. A. See 
also Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol, VIU., p. 794. 



58 


Part VI, — Avoidanob op Bills op Sale, 

•% 

residences, and occupations of the parties as stated in t^e bill of 
sale, even though they are there staW incorrectly; but the correct 
descriptions may be added. If these requirements of the Act are 
not complied with, the renewal of registration will be invalid (m). 
Local registration of renewals is effected (n) in the manner reuqired 
by the aihending Act on registering a bill of sale (o). 

99. The time for renewal of registration may be extended by 
order of a judge of the High Court, where the omission to renew is 
accidental or due to inadvertence (p) ; but it cannot be extended 
in the case of a bill of sale the registration of which had become 
void for want of renewal before the principal Act came into opera- 
tion (^), nor can such a bill of sale be renewed under the principal 
Act (?’). 

100. Bills of sale registered before the commencement of the 
amending Act, and re-registered, are not affected by that Act (s), 
nor does it apply to bills of sale registered under the repealed 
Acts, even though renewal of registration has not taken place (t). 

If registration of a bill of sale to which the amending Act applies 
is not duly renewed, the bill of sale will be void in respect of the 
personal chattels compnsed therein (ifc). 


Part VI. — Avoidance of Bills of Sale. 

SiocT. 1 . — Bills of Sale by way of Security. 

101 . A bill of sale by way of security for the payment of money 
is void — (1) if it is not duly attested {w) ; (2) if it is not duly ro^'s- 
tered {x); (3) if the consideration is not truly set forth (//); (4) n it 
is not in accordance with the statutory form {z ) ; (5) if it is made 
in consideration of any sum under ilBO {a) ; or (6) if it is a suc- 
cessive bill of sale, that is, if it is executed within, or on the 
expiration of, seven days after the execution of a prior unregistered 
bill of sale, and if it is given for the same or part of the same debt 
and comprises all or part of the same chattels {b). 


(m) Ee Alorris^ Ex parte Webster (1882), 22 Ch. D. 136. 

(/i) R. S. C., Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882, t. 5. See Yearly County Court 
Piactice, 1908, Vol. IL, p. 70. 

(o) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (4o & 46 Yict. c. 43), s. 11. 

( p) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 14 ; and see p. 74, post. 

Iq) Ee Emery ^ Ex parte ChieJ Official Eeceiver (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 405. 

(r) Askew v, Lewis (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 477. 

(s) Bills of Sale Act^(1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 43), s. 3; 
and see p. 4, ante. 

(t) Cookson V. Sioire (1884), 9 App. Cas. 653. 

(tt) Fenton v. lUythe (1890), 25 a B. 1). 417. 

{yj) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), e. b: 
and see pp. 45, 46, a^ite. * * 

(x) Ibid, ; and see pp. 46 ei scj., ante. 

[y] Ibid. ; and see pp, et seq.^ ante. 

(») Ihid., 8. 9 ; and see pp, 34 e:t seq.^ ante. 

[а) Ibid.f s. 12 ; and see pp. 30, 31, ante. 

(б) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 0 ; and see p. 64, posH. 


Sect. 7. 

^Bendwsd of 
Registra- 
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Extension 
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Sect. I. 
Bills of Sale 
by way of ' 
Secnrity. 

Extent of 
avoidance. 


No protection 
against 
distress for 
taxes etc. 

Possession 
nnde»- void 
bill of sale. 


The registration of a bill of sale is void, if the bill jb given 
subject fo an unregistered defeasance, condition, or declaration of 
trust (c), or if the registration is not renewed once at least every 
five years (d). 

102 . The extent of avoidance is not the same in all cases. A bill of 
sale which is void, as not in accordance with the statutory form, is 
void altogether (e), so that agreements contained in it cannot be 
enforced (/) ; and the same result seems to follow the avoidance 
of a bill of sale given in consideration of any sum under dtJSO (g). 

But want of due attestation, registration, true statement of con- 
sideration, or renewal of registration, only avoids a bill of sale in 
respect of the personal chattels comprised therein (h), leaving it 
available for the enforcement of agreements for payment of principal 
and interest (0, or for other purposes (./). There is the same limited 
avoidance of successive bills of sale (/c). 

A bill of sale is also void, except as against the grantor, in 
respect of chattels which are not specifically described in the 
schedule (/), or of which the grantor was not true owner (?»-). 

Bills of sale by way of security are no protection against a 
distress for taxes, poor and other parochial rates (?i). 

103 . As already noted, possession taken under a void bill of sale 
does not protect the chattels ; nor is the bill of sale any defence to 
an action for seizing the goods (o). But the grantee of a bill of sale 
may by an independent bargain acquire rights to chattels com- 
prised in it which may remain effective, although the bill of sale is 
held void ; but no right, in addition to those conferred by the bill 
of sale, arises where the grantor only intends to carry out its 
provisions on his part(p). 


(c) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (‘ll & 42 Viet. c. 31). s. 10 (3). 

(d) Ibid., s, 11. 

(<?) See p. 34, ante. 

(/) Dauies V. Bees (18S6), 17 Q. B. D. 408. 

(g) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Aioencbiieiit Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 12. 

(h) Davies v. Bees, supra. 

(/) Heselfine v. Simworfs, [1892] 2 Q. B. 547. A defeasance not stated in 
a bill of sale avoids it altogether under s. 9 of the Bills of Sale Act (1878) 
Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43) ; hut the omission of a condition 
only avoids registration under s 10 (3) of tlio Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 31). 

(,;) Be HurdcU, Ex parte Byrne (1888), 20 Q. B, B. 310, where the deed was 
held a valid mortgage of propcj ty other than personal chattels ; Mtmford v. 
Collier (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 279, where it created the relation of landlord and 
tenant ; and see p. 35, ante. 

[k) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 9. 

fZ) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Ainendinont Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 4. 

fm) Jhid., 3. 5. 

(n) Ibid., B. 14; and see p. 63, post 

(o) See p. 34, ante. Wliere a bill of sale is void, tho sureties for its performance 
are discharged ijdrown v. Blaine (1884), 1 T. L. ll. 168). A surety for a debt 
secured b/ bill of sale is discharged to the extpt of the security lost by the 
grantee’s default to register or enforce its provisions ( Wulff and Billina v. Jau 
(1872), L, E. 7 Q. B. 756). 

(p) Furher v. Cobb (1887), 18 Q. B. T). 494. If the grantor consents to the 
appro))riation of the proceeds of sale of chattels comprised in a bill of sale, be 
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104. If a grantor has treated the bill of sale as valid for his owii 
purposes, to the possible prejudice of the grantee, he cannot after- 
wards be heard to say that it is void (^7). 

SifiCT. 2. — Absolute Bills of Sale. 

Sub-Sect, 1. — Extent of Avoidance. 

105. A bill of sale given otherwise than by way of security for 
the payment of money, or registered before the commencement of 
the amending Act, is not invalid under any provision of that Act. 

Such a bill of sale, though not complying with the provisions of 
the principal Act, is good between the parties (r), and is void only 
to the extent, and as against the persons, mentioned in the prin- 
cipal Act, namely, trustees or assignees in the grantor's bankruptcy 
or liquidation (s) or under any assignment for the benefit of liis 
creditors, sheriffs’ officers, and other persons seizing chattels under 
execution against the grantor, and every person on whose behalf 
such process of execution shall have been issued {t). 

An absolute bill of sale is not avoided against the grantor or 
any person other than those above mentioned (u) ; and it is only 
avoided against the persons mentioned so far as regards the 
property in, or the right to the possession of, any chattels comprised 


ciiiiiKit, nor cun tlioso repreaoiiting him, claim thorn on the ground that tho bill 
of sale was void {Parsons v. Dewsbury and Clarke (1887), 8 T. L. R. 304). 

(7) Hoe v. Mutual Loan Fund, Ltd. (1887), 19 Q. 13. 1), 347 (returning 
grantees as partly secured in liquidation proceedings, and paying them a com- 
position on balance); Comitti v. Maher (1905), 94 L. T. 158 (requesting, or 
concurring in, grautco’s assertion of title under the hill of sale to defeat 
oxocutions). 

(r) Davis v. Goodman (1880), 5 C. 1\ I). 128. A bill of 8;ile) within the 
principal Act by joint grantors, on ‘one becoming bankrupt, is ouly avoided 
to the extent of his iiitorost in the chattels (He Heed, Ex parte Brawn (1878), 9 
Oh. 1). 389). 

(«) As to a scheme or composition, see Banki'uptcy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 
71), s. 3 (16), (17), and title Bankuuptoy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 79 
et seq. , 325 et seq. 

(i) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 8 : “ Every bill of sale to 
which this Act applies shall he duly attested and shall be registered under this 
Act within seven days after the making or giving thereof, and shall set forth 
the consideration for which such bill of sale w^as given, otherwise such hill of 
sale, as against all trustees or assignees of tho estate of tho person whose 
chattels, or any of lliem, are comprised in such bill of sale under the law relating 
to bankruptcy or liquidation, or under any assignment for the benefit of the 
creditors of such persou, and also as against all sheriffs officers and other 
persons seizing any chattels comprised in such bill of sale, in the execution of 
any process of any Court authorising the sei4ure of the chattels of the person by 
whom or of whose chattels such bul has b^n made, and also as against every 
person on whose behalf such process shall have been issued, shall be deemed 
fraudulent and void so far as regards the property in or right to the possession 
of any chattels comprised in such bill of sale which at or after the time of filing 
the petition for bankruptcy or liquidation, or of the execution of such assign- 
ment, or of executing such process (as the case may be), and after the expira- 
tiou of such seven days, are in the possession or apparent of the 

person making such bill of sale (or of any person a^inst whoin the*proces8 has 
iMued under or in the execution of which such bill nas been made or given, as 


the case may be).’’ 

(u) E.g., the liquidator of a company (Me Marine Mansions Co. (1867), L. B. 
4 £q. 601) ; unsecured creditors of an insolvent estate (Me D*Ejpi?ieuit (Count) 
(1882), 20 Oh. D. 217). 
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Bills of SalS. 


Sjkct. 1 m such bill of sale, which at or after the time of the filing of fl 

Ateolnte petition fSr bankruptcy or liquidation, or of the execution of any 

Bills of Sale.* assignment for the benefit of creditors, or of the execution of pro- 

^ cess of any court authorising the seizure of the chattels (as the 

case may be), and after the expiration of the seven days from 
the execution of the bill of sale allowed for its registration, are in 
the possession or apparent possession of the grantor {w). 

When 106. During the seven days allowed for registration an absolute 

registration Qf ga] 0 ^ otherwise valid, is not avoided by the occurrence of the 

unnecessaiy events mentioned, although the grantor remains in uncontrolled 
possession of the chattels comprised tlierein. If before tlie occur- 
rence of any of the events mentioned the grantee takes and holds 
actual possession, registration is unnecessary (a). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Jpparent Possemov^ 

107. The doctrine of apparent possession now only affects bills of 
sale to which the amending Act does not apply. Personal chattels 
are in the apparent possession of the grantor of a bill of sale so 
long as they remain or are in or upon any house, mill, warehouse, 
building, works, yard, land, or other premises occupied by him, 
or are used or enjoyed by him in any place whatever, notwith- 
standing that formal possession of them may have been taken by 
or given to any other person {h). 

The possession of the grantor may either be actual, or apparent 
as defined above, where chattels are on premises occupied by him, 
wliich means de facto occupation in the ordinary sense of the 
term (c), or where they are used or enjoyed by him in any place (d). 

Chattels not in possession of the grantor, but held for him by a 
bailee, may remain in his apparent possession (e), if not held under 
a pledge or lien {f). 

Goods may still be in the grantor’s apparent possession, although 
a demand of possession or threat to take forcible possession has 
been made by the grantee ((/). 

108. To terminate the grantor’s apparent possession there mustbe 
more than formal possession (A). Something must bo done which 
in the eyes of everybody who sees the goods, or who is concerned 
in the matter, plainly takes them out of the possession, or apparent 
possession, of the grantor. Where possession is taken merely to 

{w) Bills of Sale Act, 1S78 (41 & 42 Yict c. 31), s. 8 ~ 

a) Marples v. HartUy (1861), 30 L. J. (q. b.) 92. 
h) hills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

(c) Rohmson v. Briggs (1870), L, E. 6 Exch. 1, where the tenant of the rooms 
in which the goods were placed resided elsewhere, and having given up the 
keys to the grantee, was held not to be in occupation. 

(d) Chattels are not “ used and enjoyed ” by the grantor where they have been 
let to a third person, together with the house {Be Westray, Ex parte Morrison 
(1880), 42 L. T, 158, where part of the rent was payable to the grantee). 

(«) Ancona v. Bogera (187G), 1 Ex. D. 285, 0. A. ; Be Wood, Ex parte Kewsham 
(1879), 40 where goods in the hands of the police, included by the 

grantor in a hill of sale, were held to be in his apparent possession. 

(/) Lincoln Wagon and Engine Co. v* Mumford (1879), 41 L. T. 655. 

(y) Ancona v. Bogers, supra. It is otherwise as regai’ds reputed ownership 
(see p. 60, post), 

(/*) Cough y. Emard (1863), 32 L. J. (m.) 210. 


When 

chattels are 
in grantor’s 
apparent 
possession. 


Termination 
of apparent 
possession. 
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prevent removal of the goods, everything being used by thg grantor, Shot. 2. 
or going on as it did before, the goods remain in his apparent pos- Absolute 
session (/)• Bat,if the grantee has taken actual possession, even ’BUIS of Sale, 
though it be wrongful (/c), and the goods no longer appear to be in , 

possession of the grantor, although they may remain on premises 
occupied by him, the Act does not apply (1). 

Chattels of which the sheriff has taken and holds actual possession 
under an execution do not remain in the grantor’s apparent 
possession (m). 

109. Chattels belonging to a wife, in the house which she and her Chattels 
husband occupy, are, in general, deemed to be in her possession, and 

not in the possession or apparent possession of her husband (n). 

Sect. 3 . — Avoidance against Third Parties. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Trustee in Banlerupiry, 

110. If the grantor of a valid bill of sale becomes bankrupt (o), (Uantee's 
the grantee has the same rights of proof (/)), and otherwise, as other 
secured creditors. If he proves his debt, and gives up his security, of graXrf 
the trustee stands in his place, and a subsequent bill of sale is not 
advanced (5) ; and the same result follows where the trustee buys 

up a bill of sale {r). 

(i) Be Blenhhorny Ex parte Jay (1874), 9 Ch. App, 697. Por other instances of 
formal possession being insufficient, see Be Vvuinfj^ Ex parte Ilooman (1870), 

L. 11. 10 Eq. 63 ■ Heal v. Claridge (1881), 7 Q. B. T). 616, where, though posses- 
sion was taken, the grantor retained the key of the ])romises, and used them as 
he pleased j Pickard v. Marriage (1876), 1 Ex. I). 364, whore the grantor resided 
on the premisos as servant to the grantee, and used the goods as part salary for 
managing the business; Be Bend^son, Ex parte Lewts (1871), 6 Ch. App. 626, 
where possession was taken and a Kilo announced, not stated to be under the 
bill of sale ; Ancona v. Rogers (1876), 1 Ex. D. 28o, where there were throats 
to seize, but the grantor remained in pos-session. 

{k) Re Henley ^ Ex parte Fletcher (1877), 5 Ch. D. 809. 

(J) Smith V. Wall (1868), 18 L. T. 182. Por other cases in which real pos- 
session terminated apparent possession, see Davies v. Jo7ie,s (3862), 10 W. E. 

779, where possession was taken and the business conducted by the grantee; 

Gibbons V. Hickson & Sons (1885), 63 L. T. 910, whore on sale of a business the 
name was altered and the creditors were iufoimod, though the vendor continued 
to conduct the business ; Robinson v. Briggs (1870), L. R. 6 Exch. 1 , where the 
goods w'ere in the grantor’s rooms, but the key was handed to the grantee ; Re 
Wesi/ray^ Ex parte Morrison (1880), 42 L, T. 168, where the goods were let by 
the grantor, the grantee receiving part of tho rent; Emanuel v. Bridger (1874), 

L. B. 9 Q. B. 286 ; Smith v. Wall, supra, where possession was taken, and the 
goods were advertised for sale under a bill of sale, though the grantor remained 
in the house; Re BlenJchorn, Ex parte Jay, supra, where tho grantee had com- 
menced to remove and pack the goods into vans; Antoniadi Smith, [^1901] 

2 K. B. 689, where the buyer of goods used them as his own, though living m the 
same house as the seller. 

(m) Re Brenner, Ex parte Saffery (1881), 16 Ch. D. 668 ; Re Bales, Ex 
parte Steel (1906), 64 W. R. 202, See Taylor v. Eckersley (1877), 5 Ch, D. 740 
(possession of receiver). 

(n) See p. 17, ante. , 

( 0 ) For the principles of bankruptcy generally, see title BankiIuptcy and 
Insolvency, Yol. II. 

(p) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62), Sohed. II. As to secured credi- 
tors generally, see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, VoL n., pp. 224 et seq. 

(q) Cracknall v. Janson (1877), 6 CJi. 736, 

(rj Bell v, Sunderland Building Society (1883), 24 01^. P. 618. 4 gJ^ftute^ 
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Ill- If the trustee sets aside a hill of sale as void against him, he 
does not*gain priority over a valid bill of sale of later date (a) ; nor, 
when the bill of sale is absolute, can he claim, as against the grantee, 
chattels which at the time of an execution avoided by the bank- 
ruptcy are in the apparent possession of the grantor, but which are 
not in such possession at the time of filing the petition for 
bankruptcy (a). 

A trustee in bankruiilcy, in addition to any claim under the Bills 
of Sale Acts, may impeach a bill of sale under the law of bank- 
ruptcy, or as a fraudulent conveyance within the statute 13 Eliz. 
c. 5 (b ) ; but ho lalics only the same riglits as the bankrupt, unless 
he is by statute placed in a better position (c). ^ 

The court will not interfere by injunction with the rights of a 
grantee in possession on the more suggestion that a trustee in 
bankruptcy may be able to impeach the bill of sale, unless some 
facts are dci^osed to, which if established won Id make it void (d). 

112 . A bill of sale of substantially all the grantor's properly 
given as security for a pre-existing debt, without further equiva- 
lent, is an act of ])ankruptcy, void against the grantor’s trustee in 
bankruptcy ap])ointed in proceedings under a petition presented 
witliin three months after it was given (e). 

But this is not so if tho bill of sale is given in good faith for a 
present advance, or to secure a pre-existing d(3bt, with a further 
advance, reasonably believed to be suflicient to enable tho grantor 
to continue his business (/), unless tlie advance is made merely for 
the purpose of obtaining security for a past debt (g). 

An agreement to make further advances may support a bill of 
sale for a past debt (h) ; and a bill of sale subsequently given in 
pursuance of an agreement made at the time of a loan is in the 
same position as if given for a present equivalent (i), unless giving 
the bill of sale is postponed until the eve of insolvency. It rests on 


coTupromising a trustee’s claim to avoid a bill of sale, oti the terms that the bank- 
ruptcy should he annulled, i.s remitted to his original rights on the order for 
aniiuiment being discharged {Re Spanion, Ex parte Jaroia (1879), 10 Ch. D. 
179). 

(s) Re CroaUf Ex parte Pay?/#? (1879), 11 Ch. T). 539; San^ninetti v. Stuckey's 
Bankinq Co., [1895] 1 Ch. 17G; Re Barrnudy Ex parte Leman (1876), 4 Ch. 1). 
23. 

(n) Jle Toomer, Ex parte Bhilherg (1883), 23 Ch. D. 254. 

( b ) See p. Gl, posi ; and title Fiiaudulent awd Voidable Conveyances. 

(r) Re Afapteback, Ex parte Caldecott (1876), 4 Oh. D. 150. If the trustee claims 
the proceeds of a sale by the grantee, he cannot afterwards proceed in trover 
{Smith V. Baker (1873), L. E. 8 0. P. 350). 

{d) Re Harty Ex parte Bayly (1880), 15 Ob. D. 223. 

(c) Eiinkruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), ss. 4 (1) (b), 43 ; Re Wood 
(1872), 7 Ch. App. 302, Such a bill of sale, if executed before the period to 
which the trustee's title relates, is not an act of bankruptcy. As to act of bank- 
ruptcy by assignment of the whole of debtor’s property, see title Bankkuptoy 
AND InSOLYENOY, Vol. 11., pp. 14, 16. 

(/) Re Ellis, dtJx parte Ellie (1876), 2 Ch. D. 797. 

(9) Re Chapman, Ex parte Johnson (1884), 26 Ch. D. 338. 

(h) Re Berry ^ Kx parte Willcineon (1883), 22 Ch. D. 788. Compare Re Parker, 
Ex 2 >(irte Dann (1881), 17 Oh. D. 26, where there was no agreement for advances, 
though contemplated. 

(t) Mercer v, Peterson (1868), L. B. 3 Exch. 104* 
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the person claiming under such an agreement to prove aits good 
faith, and tlie reason for any delay (/i). 

Forbearance to enforce an execution is not of itself sufficient 
consideration to support against a trustee in bankruptcy a bill of 
sale which would otherwise be an available act of bankruptcy (Z), 
nor is such a bill of sale protected where the only consideration is 
forbearance to seize under a valid bill of sale already held by the 
grantee 

113 . If a bill of sale is taken in good faith, and comprises only part 
of the grantor’s property, it may ncvertlieless be subject to avoid- 
ance under the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (a), if made by the grantor 
when unable to pay his debts, within three months before a petition 
on which he is adjudged bankrupt, with a view to give the grantee, 
being a creditor, a preference over otlier creditors {n). 

To avoid a bill of sale as a fraudulent preference, proof must be 
given that the grantor’s dominant view in giving the bill of sale 
was to prefer the grantee (o). 

It is not a fraudulent preference to give a now bill of sale in iilace 
of one already executed containing clauses which made it void, with 
the intention to correct -the mistake (j)), nor for the grantor to cause 
chattels covered by a valid bill of sale to be taken out of his 
apparent possession or reputed ownership {q). 

114 . Where the grantee of a bill of sale, void against a trustee in 
bankruptcy, has in good faith (r) made payments which have relieved 
the estate, they have been allowed him out of the proceeds of sale 
of the chattels included in the bill of sale (s). 

Sith-Segt. 2. — Rejmted Ownership. 

115 . On the bankruptcy of the grantor of a bill of sale subject to 
the amending Act, chattels comprised in it may be claimed by his 
trustee as being in the bankrupt’s reputed ownership (a). 

Before the commencement of the princij)al Act registration of a 
bill of sale did not take chattels out of the grantor’s reputed owner- 
ship (/>) ; but that Act altered the law in this respect, and provides 


(7c) lie Barker , Ex parte Kilner (1879), 13 Ch. T>. 24.7. Postponing seizure 
until insolvency is not within this rule, if the hill of sale was taken in good 
faith (Aforriflv. Morris ^ [1896] A. C. 626). 

(Z) lie Baurat Ex parte Cooper (1878), 10 Ch. D. 313. 

(m) Be Croas^ Ex parte Payne (1879), 11 Oh. D. 539. 

(7i) 46 & 47 Viet. c. 62, s. 48. 

(o) Sharp v. Jacksovi, [1899] A. 0. 419. For fraudulent preference generally, 
Boe title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 279 et atip 

i p) Re Tweedale^ Ex parte Tweedale, [1892] 2 Q. 13. 216. 
j') ReJordaUf Ex parte Symmona (1880), 14 Ch. D. 693. 
rl Be Townaendy Ex parte Hall (1880), 14 Ch. D. 132. 
j) Be JarneSy Ex parte Harris (1874), L. B. 19 Eq. 253 (discharge of prior valid 
0 of Bale); Re Coley Ex parte Mutton (1872), L. K. 14 Eq. 178 (paying out 
executions) ; Be Ayshford^ Ex parte Lovering (1887), 36 W. E,^652 (paying out 
distress). * • 

(a) As to reputed ownership generally, see Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 
Viot. 0 . 62), 8. 44 (2) (iii.), which by ibid,, s. 149 (2), now governs the construction 
of s. 20 of the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. o. 31), and title Bankeuptot 
AND Insolvency, Vol. 11., pp. 173 et atg, 

(6) Be Fairbrather, Ex parte Harding (1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 223. 
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Bills op Sale. 


Sect. 3. 'that chattels comprised in a bill of sale which has been and 
Avoidance continue® to be duly registered under the Act shall not be deemed 
agfainst a to be in the possession, order, or disposition of the grantor of the 
bill of sale(c). Although partially repealed by the amending 
* PaJrties. provision jirotects chattels comprised in a bill of sale 

duly registered before the amending Act came into force (c), or 
since given, if otherwise than by way of security for the pay- 
ment of money (/), provided that the registration remains in 
force. And the protection given by tlie Act applies notwithstand- 
ing the bankruptcy of the grantor during the period allowed for 
registration (^), 

When reputed 116 . A bankrupt’s property divisible amongst his creditors 
ownership includes all goods being, at the commencement of the bankruptcy (h), 
applies. possession, order, or disposition of the bankrupt in his trade 

or business, by the consent and permission of the true owner, under 
such circumstances that he is the reputed owner thereof, except 
choses in action, other than debts due or growing due to the 
bankrupt in the course of his trade or business (i). 

Fixtures are not goods for the purposes of reputed ownership, 
although in some cases within the Bills of Sale Acts (j). 

Only goods in the possession, order, or disposition of a bankrupt 
in his trade or business are affected, and not, in general, household 
furniture or articles of domestic use. 

Custom, Even trade goods may be protected by a notorious custom, proved 

to exist, for persons in the bankrupt’s trade or business to have in 
their custody the goods of others, so as to exclude any reputation 
of ownership arising from possession (/c). For the consent and 
permission of the true owner (1) must extend not only to possession, 
order, or disposition, but also to reputation of ownership (m). 
Consent, This consent may be withdrawn by taking formal possession (n), 

or by a demand of possession (o), even if after an act of bankruptcy, 
but without notice, and before a receiving order has been made (p). 

But the consent and permission of the grantee of a bill of 
sale subject to the amending Act, being the true owner, to the 
grantor’s possession, order, or disposition as reputed owner, may 


(c) Bills of Salo Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 20. 

(rf) Bills of Salo Act (1878) Amendmeut Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Yict. c. 43), s. 15. 
(c) Re Chappie, Ex parte fzard (1883), 23 Ch. D. 409. 

(/) Sivift V. Pa'inicll (1883), 24 Ch. 1), 210. 

((/) Re lleivtr, Ex parte Kahen (1882), 21 Ch. D, 871. 

\h) Soo Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 43. 
ft) Ihid., B. 44 (2) (iii.). 
cy) See p. 21, ante. 

[k) Re Parker, Ex parte Turquand (1885), 14 Q. B. D. 636 (furniture in hotel). 
For the trades iu which such custom has been proved, see title Bankbuptox 
AND IlTSOLVENOY, Vol. IL, p. 180, note U), 

(i) The tiTie owner must be distinct irom the reputed owner, but a person 
having an equitable interest may be true owner within the section (Colonial 
Bamk v. Whinnei^ (1886), 11 App. Cas. 426). 

(m) Me }^at8on Co., Ex parte Atkin Brothers, [1904] 2 K B, 763. 

(n) Me Frauds, Ex parte National Guardian Assurance Co, (1878), 10 Oh. D, 
408. 

(o) Me O'Brien, Ex parte Montagu (1876), 1 Oh. D. 564. 

(p) Re Wright, Ex parte Arnold (187$). S Oh. P. 70* 
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Part VI,— Avoidance qe Bills of Sale. 

Continue, although none of the events on which, under, the Act {ij)/ 
possession can lawfully be taken by the grantee have Happened 
before the grantor’s bankruptcy (?•). ^ 

Goods in the custody of the law are not in the grantor’s posses- 
sion, order, or disposition (a). 

117. The Bills of Sale Acts, 1890 and 1891, do not aflfect the 
operation of the law of reputed ownership in respect of goods 
comprised in any instrument within those Acts (?>). 

Sub- Sect. 3. — Execution Creditors, 

118. An execution levied against the goods of the grantor is a 
cause of seizure in the case of a bill of sale given by way of 
security (c). 

Tlie validity of such a bill of sale, taken in good faith, is the 
same against execution creditors as between the parties, save 
in the cases where a bill of sale is void except as against the 
grantor (</). 

An absolute bill of sale may be void against execution creditors 
as regards goods which, at or after the levy of execution, are in the 
grantor’s possession or .apparent possession (e) ; but the avoidance 
is only to the extent of the levy, and after the execution has been 
satisiied, the bill of sale may be good against subsequent executions, 
provided that the chattels are then no longer in the possession or 
apparent possession of the grantor (/). 

An execution creditor may take the objection of want of regis- 
tration, notwithstanding that he was aware of the bill of sale when 
his debt was contracted (g). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Fraudulent Conveyance, 

119. Execution creditors, or a trustee in bankruptcy as repre- 
senting creditors, may at any time within the period allowed by the 
Statutes of Limitation (7i) impeach a bill of sale as a fraudulent 
transfer of property, made with intent to defeat or delay creditors, 
witliin the statute 13 Eliz. c. 5 (i). 

The case is not brought within the statute merely because the 
only consideration for the bill of sale is a past debt, or because it 
includes all the grantor’s property (fc), or because it was given to 


Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 7. 
(r) Re Ginger, Ex parte London and Universal Rank, [1897] 2 Q. B. 461. 

(a) Taylor v. Eckersley (187'7), 6 Ch. D. 740. 

(5) See p, 19, ante, 

(c) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), a. 7 (5). 
As to execution generally, see title Execution. 

(d) Ibid,, ss. 4, 5 ; and see pp. 27, 28, a7ite, 

(e) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 8 ; and see p. 65, ante, 

(/) Re Toomer, Ex parte Rlnibcrg (18S3), 23 Oh. IX 254. Formerly an execu- 
tion altogether displaced an unregistered bill of sale (Richards v. James (1867), 
L. R. 2 a B. 285). • , 

(g) Edwards y. Edwards (1876), 2 Ch. D. 291. 

(h) Re Maddever (1884); 27 Oh. D. 623. 

(i) See titles Bankkupiuy and Insolvency, Vol. II„ pp. 15, 16; Fraudu- 
lent AND Voidable Conveyances. 

(k) Re Bamford, Ex parte Games (1879), 12 Oh. D. 814. 


Sect. 3. 

Avoidance 
^ against 
Third 
Parties. * 

Application 
oE Bills o£ 

Sale Acts, 

1890 and 
1891, 


Bill of sale 
by way o£ 
security. 


Absolute bills 
of snle. 


Notice. 


W’hat bills 
of sale are 
affected. 



62 

Sbot. 3. 
Avoidance 
against . ' 
Third 
■ Parties. 

Transfers 
voluntary and 
Eqr value. 


Debtors Act, 
1869. 


Privilege. 


Order for 
sale. 


Sale. 


■4' 

preier a ^rMitor, or Borne <#editors to others (1), or because in the 
^,reaa:lt it executioti expected but not actually issued (m). 

If a t^awfer is voluntary, the gi*antor’s intent to defeat or delay 
creditors. ’i^l be sufficient to avoid it against creditors defeated or 
delayed, but if for valuable consideration, there must be proof of the 
like intent by both grantor and grantee (n). If express intent 
of both parties to defeat or delay creditors by giving a bill of sale be 
proved, such bill of sale will be void, even though for value (o). 
But it is not, it seems, sufficient proof of intent merely to show 
that the necessary result of the transfer is to defeat or delay 
creditors (p). 

120. A bill of sale given by a defendant in an action for unliqui- 
dated damages, witli intent to defeat any judgment the plaintiff may 
obtain, is not a transfer of, or charge on, property, so as to make 
the defendant guilty of a misdemeanour within the Debtors Act, 
1809 07 ). 

121. Where it is sought to prove a bill of sale fraudulent, the 
solicitor for the parties, or one of them, is not debarred by pro- 
feasional privilege from giving evidence as to the circumstances in 
which the bill of sale was executed (?*). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Inttrphader. 

122. AVhen chattels seized in execution are claimed under a bill 
of sale by way of security for debt, the sheriff may interplead (s), 
and an ordcj* may thereupon be made for sale of the whole or part 
of them, and directions may be given for the application of the 
proceeds of sale(0* An order for sale may also be made notwith- 
standing a claim by the grantee of an absolute bill of sale (w). 

But no such order should be made unless there is reasonable 
ground to believe that there will he a surplus for the execution 
creditor, or, if the security is of doubtful value, without the grantee’s 
consent iw). 

If the execution is avoided by the judgment debtor’s bankruptcy, 
and the chattels, not having been sold, are claimed by the official 
receiver or trustee, there is no power to order such a sale (a). 

If an order is made for sale and satisfaction of the grantee’s claim, 


(J) Alton V. Harrison (1809), 4 CL App. 622. 

(wi) Wood V. Dixie (1845). 7 Q. D. 892. 

(w) Freeman v. Pope (1870), 5 Ch. App. 538: Ee HiHh, [1899] 1 Q. B. 613, 
per Lindley, M.E., at p. 620; Re Reis, Ex parte Clough^ [1904] 2 K, B. 
769. 

(o) Graham v. Furher (1854), 23 L. J. (o. 1*.) 51. 

Ip) Rc Wise, Ex parte Mercer (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 290. 

{g) 32 & 33 Viet. c. 62, s. 13 (2) ; if. y. HopJeinSf [1896] 1 Q. B. 652, 

(r) E. V. Cox and Railion (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 153, where the solicitor had 
been consulted ^ith a view to defeat an execution by giving a bill of sole ; 
Craweour vT Saltei' (1881), 18 Ch. D. 30. See title Evidence. 

(s) As to interpleader, see title IntbkplBadbe. 

(t) R S. 0., Ord. 57, r. 12. 

(u) Paqam v. M6bina<yn (1901), 85 L. T. 5. 

(it;) Stem y. Tegner^ [1898] 1 Q, B, 37. 

(a) lUd, 
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Pakt VI. — Avoidance .IIS' Bills of Sale. 


as stated in his particulars, ho cannot afterwards claim, any further 
sum from the sheriff (i»). , ! 

123. Where money is paid into court to ^ide an issifie, qpd the 
goods are then seized under another execution, the grantee, if he 
again claims, may be ordered again to find security on the second 
interpleader (c). 

If the grantor becomes bankrupt pending an interpleader feue, 
his trustee in bankruptcy, where there has been no sade, cannot 
claim, as representing the goods, money paid into court by the 
grantee (d). 
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Although a grantee, by paying money into court to abide tbo 
event of an issue, does not tlicrcby acquire any property in the 
goods, an execution creditor, who sticcceds on the issue and takes 
the money out of court, cannot again seize the goods under the 
same judgment (e). 


124. Where the grantee is made plaintiff on an interpleader justeHH, 
issue, the defendant may defeat his claim by setting up the title of 
a third party, under a prior bill of sale, to prove that the plaintiff 
had not, at the date of seizure, the property in the goods or a right 
to their possession {j). 


Suij-Sect. 6 . — Ridesi and Taxes, 

125. A bill of sale given l)y way of security is no i>rotection Rightof 
against distress for taxes, poor and other parochial rates ((f ) ; hut, 
with this exception, chattels comprised in a bill of sale are ]iob 
subject to distraint for rates (h). 

The right of distress on goods comprised in a bill of sale does General 
not exist in the case of a general district rate, which may or may ‘district rate, 
not operate in respect of several parishes or only part of a parish, 
and which is therefore not a ])arochial rate (i). 

Chattels comprised in a bill of sale are protected against an 
execution levied on a judgment for rates recovered by a local 
authority in the county court, as their liability to seizure exists 
only where a distress has l)een or could bo levied (k). 


(b) Jlockn/ V. JUvans (1887), IS Q. 13. D. 300. 

(r) KotchicY. Golden Hovmi<jns, lAd.^ [1808] 2 Q, 13. 101. 

(<i) Shuckbnrffh v. DathoH (1802), 8 T. L. K. 710. As to adding tho tnistoo in 
bankruptcy as clainiant, seo title Interpleaueh. 

(e) Hndfhw v. Morton, [1804] 1 Q. B. But where, after the claimant 

under a bill of sale had paid money into court to abide an issue, third parties 
claimed part of the goods, ou llieir title being admitted by the claimant and 
execution creditor, and the bill of sjilo being found void, the execution creditors 
were held entitled to all the money in oourt, without deducting the value of the 
goods claimed by the third ])arties ( Wells v. Iluglies, [1007] 2 X. B. 846). 

(/) Richards v. Jenkins (1887), 18 Q. B. B. 451. 

(g) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), 
8. 14. -» . 

(/<) Securities other than bills of sale, such as debentures, also afford protec- 
tion against distress for rates (Richards v. Kidderminster Gor2>vratio7i, [189'5| 2 
Oh. 212). 

(t) Ibidm 

(/c) Wimbledon Local Board v, Underwood^ [1802] 1 Q, B, 836, 
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# Sect. 4. — Successive Bills of Sale. 

126ai^''B6fore the principal Act came into operation, it had become 
a practice to grant a series of bills of sale within the time allowed 
for registration, each of which cancelled the one previously given, 
the last only being registered when occasion arose (Z). But such 
hill|||Of sale are now void, unless proved to have been homi fide 
given for the purpose of correcting some material error in the prior 
bill of sale (/»). 

Where a bill of sale is executed more than seven days after a 
prior bill of sale of the same chattels, which has not been registered, 
the second bill of sale is valid (n). 

A bill of sale given to correct a supposed mistake in one already 
executed is not necessarily a fraudulent preference of the grantee (o). 
Such a bill of sale docs not cancel the former one in the absence of 
any intention to do so ; and if the second bill of sale is avoided, the 
first may still be effectual (p). 

A bill of sale given after, but without notice of, the bankruptcy of 
the grantor, in substitution for a prior bill of sale, does not cancel 
it, or aflfcct the grantee’s riglits under it (q). 


Part VII. — Rights and Liabilities of 
Parties. 

Sect. 1. — Bights of the Grantor. 

Sub-Sect. \.—ln Urntral, 

Who may 127. Any person, not being an infant, able to contract (r), can 

S sale^ valid bill of sale of chattels of which he is the true owner (,v). 

^ A married w^oman may, without her hiis))an(l’s concurrence, gi^ 

a bill of sale of cluUtels forming part of her separate estate (Z). 

(l) Uftmsden v. Lvjtton (lS“a), L. IJ. 1) (i. IL l7. 

(m) Bills of Sale Act, 18TS (41 & 42 Viet. c. 81), s. 0: “Whore a subsequent 
bill of sale is oxeciitod within or on the expiration of seven days after the 
execution of a prior unregistered bill of sale, and coin])risoa all or any part of 
the i^ersonal chattels comprised in such prior bill of sale, then, if such subsequejxt 
bill of sale is given as a security for the same debt as is secured by the p^fior bill of 
sale, or for any part of such debt, it shall to the extent to which it is a security 
for tlio same debt or part thereof, and so far as reB})Oct.s the poisonal chattels or 
part thereof comprised in the prior bill, be absolutely void, unless it is proved to 
the satisfaction of the court having cognisance of the case that the subsequent 
bill of sale was bond fide given for the purpose of correcting some material error 
in tlie prior bill of sale, and not for the purpose of evading this Act.’^ ' 

{n) Carrard v. Meek (1880), 48 L, T. 760. 

(o) See p. 69, ante, 

(p) Cooper v.^ZeJfert (1888), 82 W. E. 402. 

(j) ReBargeriy Ek parte Muslnclc, [1894] 1 Q. B. 444. 

(r) As to capacity to contract in general, see title Oo^tbaot. 

(«) See p. 28, ante, 

(4 Walrond v. Qoldmann (1885), 10 Qt. B. I). 121. Compare Chapman v, 
finigU (1880), 6 C, iJ, 808 ; and see title IIuspA^fl) and Wli?®, 
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An undischarged bankrupt can give a title to a transferee for ' 
value and in good faith of chattels acquired since his bankruptcy, to Bichts of 
which the trustee has made no claim and can probably ^give a t&o Grantor, 
valid bill of sale of such chattels. 

An undischarged bankrupt, left in possession of business assets Bankrupt, 
by his trustee, may have implied authority to raise money for his 
business by including them in a bill of sale (w), but a trustee does 
not, by leaving a bankrupt in possession of furniture, give^m 
authority to dispose of it by bill of sale (a). 

A bill of sale given by a debtor after a composition approved in 
bankruptcy has been upheld, although the composition was carried 
by the debtor’s fraud (h). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Relief against Seizure; Redemjgiion; Damages. 

128 . A bill of sale in the statutory form vests the chattels Effect of 
assigned in the grantee, leaving the right to their possession in the seizure, 
grantor until any of the events mentioned as causes of seizure in 
the amending Act occur (f). 

When, for any of such causes, the grantee seizes the chattels, 
the grantor’s legal interest in them ceases, and he cannot sue the 
grantee in trespass for removing them, even after tender of 
principal, interest, and costs {cl). His remedy is to apply for relief 
to the High Court or a judge in chambers, within five days from the 
seizure (c), or, after that period has elapsed, to take proceedings for 
redemption on the usual terms (/). If the debt has been satisfied or 
discharged, he is entitled to have satisfaction entered at the registry (<7). 

On the grantor’s application within five days from seizure, the Terms on 
court or judge, if satisfied that by payment of money or otherwise which relief 
the cause of seizure no longer exists, may restrain the grantee ’ 
from removing or selling the chattels, or may make such other 
order as may seem just {h), Thi^s, a sale may be restrained on 
condition that instalments overdue are paid (i) ; and if a grantee 
seizes only for an instalment overdue, he may be ordered to with- 
dpw on payment of that instalment, interest, and costs (/c). But 
ifihe grantor is otherwise in default, as for non-payment of rent, 
relief may be refused (Z). 

{u) Cohen v. Mitchell (1890), 25 Q. B. I). 2G2. Por dealings by undig- 
chavged bankrupt with after-acquired property, see title Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 164 et seg, 

{w) Re Simons^ Ex parte Allard (1881), 16 Ch. D. 605. 

Meggy v. Imperial Discount Co. (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 711. 

(6) Seymour v. Uoulson (1880), 5 Q. B. D. 369. 

(c) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendinent Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet. c. 43), 

8. 7 ; Johnson v, Diprosey [1893J I Q. B. 512. 

(d) (hid, 

(e) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 43), s. 7 
(proviso). 

(/) See p. 66, post, 

(g) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet c. 31), s. 15 ; and see p. 73, fH}st. 

(%) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Viet c, 43), s, 7 
(prdTOo). * • 

(t) Ex parte Cotton (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 301. 

[k) Re EUis, Ex parte [1898] 2 Q. B. 79. 

(f) Cawley v. Tyler ^ [1^54] W. N, 77, where the grantor had not repaid rent 
paid at his request by the grantee to avoid a distress. 

H.u— at 


D 



66 


Bills of Sale. 


Shot. i. 
Bights of 
the Grantgr. 


Bedemption 
before due 
date. 


Wrongful 

seizure. 


A grantee will not, as a general rule, be restrained from exercis- 
ing his*legal rights, unless the grantor pays into court the amount 
claimed to be due, but the court may grant an injunction without 
imposing such terms where it is clear that the grantee is claiming 
too much (m). 

129. A grantor cannot ordinarily redeem a bill of sale before the 
turn agreed for payment, which, where principal and interest are 
payable together, may be matter of calculation (n). 

Where, however, the grantee takes possession in order to realise 
his security, he is bound to accept the grantor’s tender of principal, 
although not yet due, with intere*st to date, and expenses, and may 
be ordered to withdraw and give up the bill of sale on such 
payment (o). 

And if the grantee sells with the grantor’s consent, he cannot 
after sale claim interest for the period during which the grantor 
would have been liable for interest if the bill of sale had continued 
in force (p). 

But a grantee is entitled, on default in payment of an instalment, 
to take possession to protect his security, and may hold possession 
until tlie amount overdue is paid. Unless, therefore, he has taken 
possession for the purpose of realisation, he cannot he compelled to 
accept payment of his principal not yet due, with interest to date, 
or to give up the bill of sale {q). 

Where chattels comprised in a bill of sale are seized in execution, 
and, in interpleader proceedings, an order for sale is made (r), the 
order may, it seems, by its terms provide for the compulsory 
redemption of the grantee before the time for payment (s). 

The Money-lenders Act, 1900 (t), appears to give additional powers 
of relief, and in certain cases to permit an order for redemption, 
although the time for repayment of the loan may not have arrived (a). 

130. If the grantor, on the day appointed for payment, pays or 
tenders principal and interest, the grantee will be responsible in 
damages if lie seizes the goods (?r). He is also responsible^ if 
he seizes before default (.r), as, for instance, without any of the 
causes for seizure stated in the amending Act (a). 

(m) liidsou V. Darlon) (188.*}), 2:5 (Jli. 1). 690. 

(»?) Re Davies, Rx parte Kqniiable /nrest'ment Co. (1897), 77 L. T. 567. For 
the general principles of redemption, see title Mortgage. 

(o) Ex parte Wicleens, [1898] 1 Q. 15. iilH. Whore the seizure is wrongful, 
the grantee may bo ordered to pny costs of the application for relief (ibid.), “ 

(p) Westy. Diprose, f 19001 1 ih. :{;57. 

(q) Re Rif is, N.r parte Elhs, [IN9S| 2 <1. 15. 79. 

(r) K. H. 0., Urd. 57, r. 12 : tmd see p. 62, aiffe, 

(s) Forster V. Oloirser, 11897] 2 U. H. 15(52. 

(0 66 & 64 Vift. c. 51. ' 

(?e) See title Money anu Money- i.eniu no, 

(w) Johnson V, Diprose, [1896] 1 Q. 15. 512. A promise without considera- 
tion to extend the time for payment doe.s liot of itself prevent the grantee 
taking possession ( PTO/iama v. k^feru (1879), 5 Q. 15. D. 409). Compare ..4 /Acr^ 
v. th'osvenor Jmiestment Co. (1867), L. H. 3 U. B. 123. 

(r) Massey v. I^Haden (1868), L. K. 4 Ksch. 1 3. The bill of sale remains a security 
notwithstanding wrongful seizure (Mvnson v. Milner (1892), 8 T. L. E. 41V). 

(a) EiEs of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Tict. c. 46), e. 7 ; 
and see p. 68, poif. 
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A void bill of sale is no answer to an action for seizing the 
chattels purporting to be assigned (h). 

Hubstantial damages may bo given for a w^vongful seizure (c) ; 
but where the bill of sale is valid, the measure of damages for 
wrongfully taking the chattels assigned, apart from any question 
of special damage, is the value of the grantor’s interest in them, 
and not their full value (J). 

131. Where posst'ssioii of cliatiols is lawfully taken by the grantee 
of a bill of sale, and by Ins negligence they are injured in the course 
of removal, though the gi*.‘intor cannot at law recover damages for 
such injury, he is cntithid to be credited with the loss on redeeming, 
or, if he is sued for the balance of debt, may claim that it be 
deducted (^0- 

Sur-Sect. 3 . — Fraud on, or hi/. Grantor. 

132. The grantor may within a reasonable time repudiate a bill 
of sale which he has been induced to give by fraud (/). Thus, a bill 
of sale may be set aside for fraud where it was obtained in place of 
a prior bill of sale which the grantee represented as valid, knowing 
that it was void on legal grounds (^). 

133. A fraudulent removal of chattels assigned by a bill of sale is 
a cause for seizure under tlie amending Act (h) ; and if a grantor 
wrongfully sells chattels assigned by bill of sale, the grantee may, 
in general, at once sue to recover them, even before the time for 
payment (i), notwithstanding that the purchaser bought in good 
faith without notice of the hill of sale(/c); and, where the sale is 
not in the ordinary course of the grantor’s business (k), any person 
dealing with them is responsible to the grantee (1). 

(h) See p. 0 * 1 , ante. 

(c) Moore v. ShcUei/ (1883), 8 App. Cas. 285. A grantor, notwithstanding 
his bankruptcy, may recover damages for personal annoyance and loss caused 
by wrongful seizure of goods uuder a bill of sale {JioBe v. Biickett, [1901] 2 K. B, 
449). 

(d) Brierley v. Kendall (1852), 17 Q. B. 937- 

{e) Johnson v. JJiprose^ [li!i93] 1 Q. B. 512. 

(/) Moorhouse v. Woolf e (1882), *10 L. T. 374 (misrepresentation of rate of 
interest); Gordon v. Street ^ [1899J 2 Q. B. 641 (money-lender concealing his 
identity). See Money-lenders Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Yict. c. 51), ss. 2, 4. An 
agreement with a money-lender who has not registered under this Act cannot 
be enforced {Bonnard v. Bott, [1906] 1 Ch. 740) ; but the borrower cannot, 
in equity, recover his securities without payment {Lodge v. National Union 
Investment Co., [1907] 1 Ch. 300). See also titles Misrephesentation and 
Fraud; Money and Money-lending. 

(g) Bouchettey. Consolidated Credit and Mortgage Corporation , 5T. L. R. 
653. 

(7i) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), 
s. 7 (3) ; and see p. 69, post. 

(V) Fenn v. Biitleston (1851), 7 Exch. 152. 

(k) Taylor v. McKeand (1880), 5 0. P. D. 358; Payne v. Fern (1881), 6 
Q. B. D. 620. 

(Q As, for instance, a pledgee {Josefdi v. Wehh (1884), 1 Cab. & El. 262), or 
an auctioneer selling on the instructions of the grantor {CoAsolidated Co. v. 
Curtis dc Son, [1892] 1 Q. B. 495; Cochrane y. jRy wit?? (1879), 40 L. T. 744), 
unless he does not deal with the goods themselves, but only introduces a 
purchaser {National Mercantile Bank v. Rymill (1881), 44 L. T. J67). See 
titles Agency, Vol. I., p. 226; Auctions and Auctioneers, Vol. I., p. 621; 
Trover and Conversion. _ 
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But if the grantee permits the grantor, left in possession of 
chattels,* to hold himself out aa having the i)roperty in them, 
as where they consist of stock in trade or chattels used in 
carrying on a business, a purchaser from the grantor, in the 
ordinary course of the grantor’s business, without notice of the 
bill of sale, obtains a good title against the grantee (wi)- 

134. A grantor who sells goods included in a bill of sale, the 
existence of which he conceals (w), or who obtains a loan on a bill 
of sale of chattels which are already included in a bill of sale by 
representing that they are unincumbered (o), may be guilty of 
obtaining money by false pretences. 

Sect. 2 . — Rights of the Grantee. 

Sujj-SecT. 1. — Ei(jht of Seizure. 

135. In tho case of an absolute bill of sale, not only the property 
in ihe goods, but also the riglit of possession, passes to the grantee 
on the execution of the deed; hut in the case of a bill of sale given 
by way of security the right of possession remains provisionally in 
the grantor; and the grantee cannot seize and take possession of 
the goods except for the causes specified in the amending Act (p). 
Possession may be taken for any one or more of tViose causes, 
even though no express power of seizure is conferred by the bill of 
sale; for the provisions of the Act, together with the scheduled 
form, give an imi^lied power of seizure ({/). 

The grantee cannot, without leave of the court, seize g )()ds in 
the possession of a receiver duly appointed (? ) ; nor can iie, after 
a receiver has been appointed, remove the goods, although he was 
in possession before the receiver (s). 

A bill of sale gives no right to keep or sell tlie goods assigned 
on premises of which the grantor has parted with possession (t). 

Sub-Sect, 2. — Causes of Seizure. 

136. Personal chattels assigned under a bill of sale, given by way 
of security, are not liable to be seized or taken possession of by the 
grantee for any other than the causes' specified in the amending 
Act (u). One cause of seizure is if the grantor makes default in the 
payment of the sum or sums secured by the bill of sale at the time 
therein provided for payment (w). But a grantee is entitled to seize 
the goods on default in payment of any instalment due under a bill 
of sale, although the bill of sale does not provide that the whole 
debt shall become due on non-payment of one instalment (t;). 

(r/i) National Mercantile Bank v. Hampson (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 177: Walker v. 
C/ay (1880), 42 L. T. 369. 

(n) E. V. Sam^pson (1885), 52 L. T. 772. See also title Ckiminal Law AND 
Pkoceduue. 

(o) Jt. \, Meakin (1869), 11 Cox, 0. 0. 270. 

(p) Bills of Sole Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 7 ; 
Johnson v. Diprose, [1893] 1 Q, B. 512, 

t j) Watjpns'^ Evans (1887), 18 Q. B, D* 386, 
r) Be Mead, Ex parte Cochrane (1875), L. E. 20 Eq. 282. 
s) Be Fells, Ex parte Andrews (1876), 4 Cb. D. 509. 
i) Smith V. Brown (1879), 48 L. J. (OH.) 694. 
tt) Bilk of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 43), 
v) Be W<»d, Ex parte Wod/e, [1894] 1 Q. B. 605. If he seizea for to 
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It is a cause of seizure if the grantor becomes bankrupt {uA, A ' 2. 

grantor becomes bankrupt when he commits an available act of Rights of 
bankruptcy followed by adjudication (.r). But seizure cannot bo the Grantee, 
made on the gi autor effecting a composition (//), or committing an Bunkruptcj 
act of bankruptcy (z). Whether approval by the court of a scheme of ynmtor. 
of arrangement would warrant seizure has not been decided («). 

It is a cause of seizure if the grantor fraudulently either removes Fraudulent 
the goods comprised in tlie bill of sale, or suffers them, or any of removal 
them, to be removed from the premises (5). A removal of goods 
assigned by a bill of sale, not being a fraudulent removal, will 
not warrant seizure, but an agreement by the grantor not to 
remove goods is valid (r). 

It is a cause of seizure if the grantor shall not, without reasonable Non- 
excuse, upon demand in writing by the grantee, produce to him liis production of 
last receipts for rent, rates, and taxes (rZ) ; but an agreement to 
produce receipts for rent, rates, and taxes, without the qualifications 
imposed by the Act, is valid ((0* Another cause of seizure exists Levy of 
if execution is levied against the goods of the grantor under any execution, 
judgment at law (/); but the Act does not prohibit an agreement 
hot to do anything wherebj^ execution may be levied on the 
goods (f)). It is also a cause of seizure if the grantor makes default Breach of 
in the performance of any covenant or agreement contained in the 
bill of sale and necessary for maintaining the security {h\ or if he 
suffers the goods assigned, or any of them, to be distrained for 
rent, rates, or taxes (i). 

137 . No power of seizure can be given for breach of agreements No seizure 
varying from the causes of seizure within the Act, and to make 
seizure lawful the conditions of the Act must be observed. Thus, a caus«!^ 
written demand that the last receipt for rent be sent to the grantee 
by post is not a demand for production of the receipt (Zc). 

If rent has recently accrued due, it is a reasonable excuse for not 
producing the receipt that the landlord has not required payment {1). 


debt, he may be paid off, although the time of payment has not arrived, but not 
if he takes possession only to secure the instalment overdue. See p. 66, a7ite. 

{w) 13ills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), 
8. 7 (2). 

(a;) lie Turner, Ex parte Atiwattr (1877), 5 Ch. D. 27. See title Bankruptcv 
AND Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 13 et sc</., 85 et seq, 

(y) Oilroy v. Bowey (1888), 59 L. T, 223 ; Barr v. Kin(j$fvrd (1887), 66 L. T. 
861. 

(z) lie Williams, Ex parte Pearce (1883), 25 Ch. D. 656. 

(a) See Bankruptcy Act, 1890 (53 it 54 Viet. c. 71), s. 3 (16), (17), and title 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vul. II., pp. 83 et sey, 

S Bills of Sale Act ( 1 878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 7 (3). 

Topfey v. Corsbie (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 350. 

(d) BUls of Sale Act (1878) Amendineiit Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 7 (4). 
(e) Cartwright v. Megan, [1895] 1 Q. B. 900 ; Turner tfc CV>. v. Oulpan (1888), 58 
L. T. 340. 

(/) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. o. 43), s. 7 (5). 

S ,Ee Pojxt&n, Ex parte Pope (1889), 60 L. T. 428. 

Biffs of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c.43), s. 7 (1). 
(i) lUd., 8 . 7 (2). ^ , . 

(k) Ex parte Wickens, [1898] 1 Q. B. 543, approved and distinguished in 
Me Ellis, Ex parte Ellis, [1898] 2 Q B. 79. 

(0 Ex parte Cotton (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 301. 
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138. A bill of biile i:s no proteciioii Mgaiiist ii distress for rent, nor, 
ill some cases, for taxes and rates (/a) ; and chattels assigned by bill 
of sale, while still on the demised premises, may be taken under a 
distress for rent, even after seizure by the grantee, and though the 
rent is payable in advance (a). But the grantee is entitled to remove 
his goods before distress levied; and such removal, with the grantor’s 
consent, is not frandnlent iigainst the hindlord, although the five 
clear days limited by the amending Act (o) liave not elapsed (p). 

A distress on goods assigned by bill of sale, the grantor being 
bankrupt, is not limited to the six months* rent for which in bank- 
ruptcy a distress is available against the bankrupt’s property (g). 

139. A landlord is not obliged to account for any surplus goods, 
or proceeds of distress, to the holder of a bill of sale of which he 
has notice (r) 

But if a landlord distrains on goods included in a bill of sale, 
and on other goods the property of the grantor, he may be re- 
quired, under the equitable doctrine of marslialling, to resort in the 
first place, for satisfaction of rent, to goods not assigned by the bill 
of sale (s). 

If the goods in a bill of sale are taken under a distress for rent 
which the grantor ought to have paid, the grantee is entitled to 
be indemnified by the grantor, and, it seems, to recover anything 
paid by him to discharge the rent (a). Money so paid by the 
grantee for rent must bo repaid on redemption, and can be retained 
by the grantee out of the j)roceeds of sale of his security (/j). 

Sub-Sect. 4i»—lleiiwval and Sale. 

140. Chattels seized under a bill of sale given by way of security, 
wliether registered before or after the commencement of the 
amending Act, must, before removal or sale, remain on the premises 
where seized until after the expiration of five clear days from the 
day they were so seized (<?), within which time of five days from 


(m) As to distress for rates and taxes, see Bills of Sale Act (1878) Aniondinent 
Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 4a), s. 14, and p. 63, ante. 

( 71 ) London and Westmimter Loan and Discount Co. v. London and North 
Western Rail. Co., [1893] 2 Q. B. 49. 

( 0 ) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 43), s. 13. 
( ®) Tomlinson v. Consolidated Credit and Mortgage Corporation (1889), 24 
Q. B. B. 135, 

(7) Crosse v. Welch (1892), 8 T. L. R. 709 ; Railton v. TFood (1890), 15 
App. Gas. 363. See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 291. 

(r) Evans v. Wright (1858), 27 L. J. (ex.) 50. 

(s) Re Stephensm}, Ex parte Stephenson (1847), 17 L. J. (bcy.) 6. 

(a) Edmunds v. Wallingford (1885), 14 Ci. B. 1). 811, questioning England 
T. Marsdm (1866), L. E. 1 0. P. 529. 

S Re Morritt, Ex parte Official Receiver (1886), 18 Q. B. D. 222. 

Bills of Act (1878) Amendment Act. i882 (45 & 46 Vioi 0 . 43), s. 13. 
Compare V' Neill y, City and County Finance Co. (1886), 17 Q. B. D. 234, where 
chattels, consisting of a horse and cab, were seized under a bill of sale in the 
public street and removed to the grantee^s yard, where they were kept five clear 
days, and it was held that the seizure was lawful, and that no action would lie 
by the grantor for the removal in the absence of special damage. 
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the seizure the grantor may apply for relief (tQ. Eemoval may take 
place, with the grantor’s consent, before expiration of the period of 
five days (e). 

After the expiration of the time limited, the grantee may remove 
the goods, and proceed to sell them, although the bill of sale con- 
tains no express power of sale(/). And power may be conferred 
by the bill of sale to sell the goods either by private treaty or public 
auction, and either on or off the premises {g). 

141. The same trusts of the proceeds of sale are implied as in 
the case of other sales of mortgaged property, but they may be 
expressed (li) ; and the grantee may, out of the proceeds of sale, 
retain his unpaid principal with interest to the dato of sale, the 
expenses of sale (i), costs properly incurred in defending and 
maintaining his rights under the security (A’), and also any rent, 
rates, taxes, or other valid incumbrance on the chattels, discharged 
by him (Z). 

An instrument embodying the terms of sale by a grantee, selling 
under the powers of a valid bill of sale, does not require 
registration ( 7 / 1 ). 

-Sub-Sect. 5. — Priorities, 

142. If two or more bills of sale are given comprising, in whole 
or in part, any of the same chattels, they have priority in the 
order of the date of their registration respectively as regards such 
chattels (n). 

This rule applies between absolute bills of sale, as well as 
between bills of sale given by way of security for the payment of 
money (0). 

It applies in favour of the grantee of an absolute bill of sale, duly 


(r/) Bills of Sale Act (187S) Amei'dmoiit Act, 1882 (15 & 46 Viet. c. 13), s. 7, 
proviso ; and see p. 65, ante, 

(e) Lane v. Tyler (1887), 5GL. J. (q. B.) 461 ; TomlinsonY. Consolidated Credit 
and Mortgage Corporation (1889), 24 Q. B. D. 135. 

(/) Re Mtyrriti^ Ex parte Official Receiver (1886), IS Q. B. P. 222. 

(r/) Bourne Y, Wall (1891), 64 L. T. 630; Lvmley y , Binunons (1887), 34 Ch. 
D. ‘698. 

(//) Re Cleaver, Ex parte BavAings (1887), IS Q. B. I), 489. See title 
Mortgage. 

(/) Re Morritt, Ex parte Official Receiver, snjira, whoro tlie trust was to retaia 
out of proceeds of siilo tlio unpaid principal sum and interest then due, 
together with all costs, charges, payments, and expenses incun'ed, made, or 
sustained by the grantee in or about entering the premises, and in discharging 
any distress, execution, or other incumbrnncOM on the chattels or any of them, and 
seizing, taking, and retaining possession thereof, aiuliti and about their carriage, 
removal, warehousing, or sale (including the cost of inventories, catalogues, or 
advertising), and to pay over the surplu-s pi'OC<»eds, if any, to tho gi’autor. 

S Lumley v. t^immons, supra. Taxation has been ordered of costs, agreed 
paid by tho grantor, and retained by tho grantee out of the proceeds of a 
sale after the grantor’s bankruptcy (/5; Ford, Ex. parte Official Receiver (1901), 
84 L. T. 329). 

(i) Re Mon'iti, Ex parte Official tlcceirer, supra, ^ 

(m) flail V. Smith (1887), 3 T. L. H. 805. 

(fi) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 42 Viet. c. 31), 3 . 10. Bills of sale formerly 

took prioTity according to date of execution (/ifB Middleton, Ex parte Allen, Ex 
parte Page (1870), L. E, U Eq. 209). 

( 0 ) Tuck Y, Southern Counties Deposit Bank (1889), 42 Oh. P. 471. 
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registered, against the holder of a prior unregistered bill of sale, 
althougE the latter has been first to take possession (jp). 

But where the grantor has already parted with all interest in 
the chattels by an absolute bill of sale, he ceases to be the true 
owner, and a su))sequent bill of sale, given by w^ay of security, 
being void under the amending Act, except against the grantor (q), 
does not, by registration, take priority of the earlier absolute bill of 
sale, even though the latter be unregistered (r). 

This, however, only applies where the first bill of sale is absolute ; 
for a grantor is the “ true owner ” w^ithin tlie amending Act, 
although be has previously given a hill of sale by way of security for 
the payment of money (s). 

143. A grantee cannot, under the doctrine of consolidation of 
mortgages (a), tack to his bill of sale a security over other property of 
the grantor, so as to claim against an execution creditor the surplus 
proceeds of sale of the chattels after satisfying the bill of sale (b), 

144. If the grantee has only an equitable title to chattels of which 
he has not taken possession, he may be postponed to a person, as for 
instance a pledgee, in whom the legal estate and interest in them 
becomes vested for value and without notice of the bill of sale (c). 

Sect. 3. — Transfer. 

145. A transfer or assignment of a registered bill of sale need 
not be registered (cZ), nor is renewal of regist)*ation necessary by 
reason only of a transfer or assignment of a bill of sale {e). 

A memorandum of charge by the transferee of a bill of sale, 
given by way of sub-mortgage and accompanied by a deposit 
of the bill of sale and transfer, need not be registered, even 
althougli the transferee afterwards acquires the grantor’s equity of 
redemption (/), 

If both grantor and grantee join in transferring a bill of sale on 
which a balance remains due, a further advance being made to the 
grantor hy the transferee on different terms, the transfer need not 
be registered, at all events to the extent of the balance remaining due 
on tlie original bill of sale (^). 

146. A transferee of a bill of sale, in general, stands in no better 
position than the transferor (//) ; and if he permits the period for 


ip) V. Tnchrr (1S81), 7 Q. B. 3). 523; (JontUy v. ^teer (1881), 7 

Q. JS. D. 520. 

i q) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Ainoadinent Act, 1882 (45 & 46 \'ict. c. 43), s. 5. 
T) Tuck V. i^youthern Count ica Deposit Bank (1889], 42 Ch. 33. 471, 
s) See p. 30, ante ; Thonvas v. Searles^ [1891] 2 U. B. 408. 
a ) As to this, see title Mortgage. 
h) Cheaworth v. Hunt (1880), 5 (1. 3^ I). 266. 

Q Jos^h V. (1884), 15 Q. 33. 3). 280; Uallas y. Rohinson (1886), 

16 Q, B. ft- 288. These cjiseH ]>nni!uily apply to after- awpiired property, but 
^<8 probably of ‘general applicatam. 

i d) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 ^ 42 Viet. c. 31), «. 10 ad /n. 
e) Thid,^ B. 11 ; and see p. 52, ante, 
f) Re Parker, Ex parte Turqmnd (1886), HU. B. D. 636. 
g) Borne y. Buglm (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 676, 

h) Be l^adden, Em pmic Oddi (1878), 10 Ch. 1). 76; Chapman y. Knight 
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renewal to elapse, the registration of the original bill of ^ale will 
become void notwithstanding the transfer (i). But on the transfer 
of a registered absolute bill of sale, effected by an instrument 
registered as a bill of sale, the transferee’s title will be protected 
against an execution creditor of the grantor of the original bill of 
sale, even though its registration is not renewed, and the goods 
remain in the grantor’s possession, if at the time of transfer no 
person was in a position to avoid the bill of sale under the principal 
Act (/c). 

8 o where the grantee of an absolute bill of sale hikes possession 
and sells under his power of sale, a i)urcl]afier will get a good title, 
even if registration is not renewed ; for, by the absolute transfer of 
the chattels at a time when no person is entitled to claim under the 
principal Act (1), the bill of sale is spent and satisfied, and the Act 
has no further application (m). 

If, however, possession has not been taken, and there has not 
been registration either of the bill of sale or transfer, chattels which 
throughout remain in the possession or apparent possession of the 
original grantor will, notwithstanding the transfer, be subject to the 
claims of persons entitled to avoid the bill of sale against him («)• 

Sect. 4. — Satisfaction. 

147 . Where the debt secured by a bill of sale has been satisfied or 
discharged, the registrar may order a memorandum of satisfaction 
to be written upon any registered copy of the bill (o). Leave to 
enter up satisfaction may be obtained ex parte on a consent, signed 
by the person entitled to the benefit of the bill of sale, attested by 
a witness, and verified by affidavit, being produced to the registrar 
and filed in the Central Ofiice(p). Where consent cannot be 
obtained, an order to enter up •satisfaction may be obtained on 
summons in chambers ( 5 ). 

If the witness attesting and verifying the consent is a solicitor, 
and so described, satisfaction will be directed, the papers being 
otherwise correct, as of course (r). But an order to enter up satis- 
faction cannot be refused merely because the deponent to the affidavit 
verifying consent is not a solicitor (s). 

Where there has been local registration of a bill of sale, a notice 


(1880), 5 C. P. D. 808. It is apprehended that the transferee of a hill of sale 
void under the Bills of Sale Aot (1878) Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 4G Yict. 
c. 43), would acquire no interest. 

I i) Karet v. Kosher Meat Supply Association (1877), 2 Q. B. D. 361. 
h) Antoniadi v. Smith, [1901] 2 K. B, 589, 

1) See Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, c, 31), s. 8, and p. 55, aide, 
m) Gookaon v. Swire (1884), 9 App. Gas. 653. 

Hopkins V. Gudqeon, [1906] 1 K B. 690, 

\o) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 15. 

i|p) S, 0., Ord. 6i, r. 26. The consent signed and duly attested and the 
aflBdavit verifying it are placed before the Prance Master, who, if the papers 
are^iu order, will grant the required leave. Forms of cemsent and afi^vit ma^^ 
be obtained in the Stamp Department of the Central Office, Boom No. 5. 

(q) Ibid,, r. 27. For forms of summons and order, see SL S. C.. Appendix K 
Nos. 68, 60; Yearly Practice, 1908, pp. 1879, 1880. 

(r) Pr^tioe Masters’ Eulea (25). 

( 1 ) lU a Bill of Salt, [1694] 2 Q. £. 923. 
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SEct. 4. of entering up satisfaction must be transmitted to any registrar to 
Salisfactiou- whom an abskact of sucJi bill of sale has been transmitted, and 
* ■ must by him be numbered, filed, and indexed {1). 

^ EflFect of 148. An order that a bill of sale should be expunged from the 

Batisfaction, register has been made in some cases either by consent or on 
summons (u). Such a practice does not seem directly authorised 
by the statutes ; but a grantee may, on payment, be ordered to 
give up his bill of sale (a), and cannot stipulate that it shall remain 
in his possession after payment (b). 

' A bul of sale which has been paid off cannot be set up against 
an execution creditor, even though satisfaction has not been 
entered (c). 


Part VIII. — Procedure and Evidence. 

Sect. 1. — liectijication, and Extension of Time. 

Extent of 149. Power is given by the principal Act to a judge of the High 
relief given. Coiirt, Oil being satisfied that the omission to register a bill of sale 
or an affidavit of renewal thereof within the time prescribed, or the 
omission or mis-statement of the name, residence, or occupation of 
any person, was accidental or due to inadvertence, in his discretion 
to order such omission or mis-statement to be rectified by the 
insertion in the register of the true name, residence, or occupation, 
or by extending tJje time for such registration on such terms and 
conditions, if any, as to security, notice by advertisement or other- 
wise, or as to any oilier matter, as be thinks fit to direct (d). The 
Court of Appeal has, it seems, no original jurisdiction to make an 
order under the Act (e). 

There is no power to order extension of time for re-registering a 
hill of sale, the registration of which had, at the coiiiinencement of the 
principal Act, become void for 'want of renewal (/). 

Eelief is limited to rectification of the register (<;), or extension of 
time ; and an order cannot be made for an affidavit to be filed 
correcting a mistake in the affidavit on registration (h). 

nights of 150. An order for rectification of the register, or for extension 

tiiird personB. Jqj. registration, will only be granted subject to rights 

which have already accrued to third persons (h). It will not be 

(^) K. S. C., Bills of Sale Acts, 1878 and 1882, rr. 6 — 0. See Yearly Practice, 
1908, p. H62, 

(«) Annual Pi'aotice, 1908, p. 885. 

Ex parte IFtcftewB, [1898] 1 Q. B. 643. 

Ih) WatBon v. 8trickktnd (1887), 19 Q. B. D. 391. 

^ icj WcUeisfon Iff Baker (1868), 17 L. T. 494. 

(a) Bills of Sale Act, 1678 (41 & 42 Yict. c. 31), s. 14* 

(c) Be Morris^ Ex parte Webster (1882), 22 Ch, 1). 136. 

If) Re Emery ^ Ex parte Chief Offieial Beceiver (1888). 21 Q. B. D. 405* 

Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viot. o. 31), s. 14. 

(/*) Crew T. Gumminye (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 420. 
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granted to the prejudice of an execution creditor who 
or of a trustee in the grantor’s bankruptcy (t), or of any pBTSOQ 
whose rights would be affected by registration, even though there 
has been no change of property in the chattels sought to be 
protected (ft). 

An order made in accordance with the form now in use is 
expressed to be without prejudice to the rights of persons acquired 
prior to the time when the bill of sale is actually registered or 
re-registered (i). 

Sect. 2. — Registrar and Register, Searches, Inspection, and 
Office Copies* 

161. The office of registrar for the purposes of the Bills of Sale Who ia 
Acts is executed by the Masters of the lung’s Bench Division {in), 

any one of whom may perform all or any of the duties of the 
registrar (n). 

162. The time of delivery of every document filed at the Central Contents of 
Office is entered in books which may be inspected (o). A book is register, 
directed to be kept called the register (jp), for entry of particulars 

of registration {(f) and renewal of registration (?•) of bills of sale, 
with an index(«). Provision is also made for entering up satisfaction 
in the register (0- 

163- Any person is entitled to have an office copy or extract Office copies, 
of any registered bill of sale, and aflidavit of execution filed there- 
with, or copy thereof, and of any affidavit filed therewith, if any, 
or registered affidavit of renewal, upon payment (n). Any copy of 
a registered bill of sale, and affidavit purporting to he an office 
copy thereof, is, in all legal proce^^dings, admissible as primd facie 
evidence thereof and of the fact and date of registration as 


iSfoji, gkd 

Extension 
of Time. 


(t) Re Rarmns^ Kx parie R wrier ^ 2 Q. B. 122, holding that Re Dobbin' » 

Settlement (1887), a6 L. J. (q. b.) 205, is overruled by (Jj'ew v. Gumminga (1888), 
21 Q. B. 1). 420, 

(A-) Re Spiral Oluhe, Ltd., [1902] I Ch. .‘iOG. 

(/) But an order iu wider terms is valid unless set aside {Re Parlce (1884), 13 
1j. B. Tr. 86). Where three days’ extension of time is granted, registration on 
the fourth day is sufficient, if a Sunday intervenes {ibid.), 

(m) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 13. As to the Masters of 
the King’s Bench Division, see title Courts. 

(n) Ibid.; E. S. C.. Ord. 01, r. 26. 

(o) R. S. C., Ord. 01, r. I<s. 

( 2 )) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), r. 12. No action lies, with- 
out proof of malice, for putting on the register a <locumerit which is not a bill 
of Bale {Ilorshf/ v. Stg/e (1893), 09 T^. T. 222), nor, it seems, for publishing 
a copy of the register [Searfea v. Scarlett, [1892] 2 Q. B. 60). 

(g) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Vict. c. 31), s. 12. For the particulars 
to oe entered on registiation, see p. 40, otifc, 

(r) Ibid* For the particulars to be entered on renewal of registration, see 
p. ante* . ♦ 

(a) Such index is arranged in divisions corresponding with the letter’s of the^ 
alphabet, so that all graiittus whose surnames begin with the same letter (and 
no others) may be comprised in one division, but the arrangement within each 
such division need n(»t be strictly alphabetical (ifetW.), 

(<) Ihidl, Sched. B. 

(u) Ibid,, B, 16. The fee is Sd, per folio. 
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BiLTiS or Salk, 


Seot. S. 


Registrar 

and 

Register 

etc. 


SearcheB. 


Official 

search. 


Necessity for 
stamping. 


Scale of 

stamp 

duties. 


shown ^hereon (?(?), and also, it appears, of its execution by the 
grantor (x). 

But a certificate of registration alone is not sufficient proof of due 
registration (y), or that a true copy bill of sale has been filed (a). 
Where evidence of due registration is objected to as insufficient, 
an adjournment may be granted for production of an office copy or 
further proof (i). 

Office copies are now admissible in evidence to the same extent as 
originals would bo admissible (r). 

154. Any person is entitled at all reasonable times to search the 
register on payment of a fee of one shilling, and also to inspect, 
examine, and make extracts from, any and every registered bill of 
sale, without being required to make a written application, or to 
specify any particulars in reference thereto, upon payment of one 
shilling for each bill of sale inspected (d). 

The registrar must, on a request in writing giving sufficient 
particulars, and on pajunent of a fee (e), cause the register to be 
searched, and issue a certificate of the result (/). 

Sect. 3. — Stamps and Fees. 

155. A bill of sale is not to be registered unless the original, 
duly stamped, is produced to the proper officer (y). It is the duty 
of the grantee or transferee, under penalties (h), to see that it is 
properly stamped, and, if it is unstamped or insufficiently stamped, 
it may be properly stamped after its execution on payment of the 
unpaid duty and penalty (/). 

156. An absolute bill of sale is to be stamped as a conveyance, 
with an ad valorem duty on the amount or value of the consideration 
for Ihe sale (A:). 


{w) nillR of Sale Act, 1878 (*11 & 42 Viet. c. ol) s. 18. 

(sc) Re i^laUr, Kx parie Sinter (1897), 78 Ij. T 701, decidpfl on the Deeds 
of Arraiigenjont Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 57), s. 11, whicli is in tlio same 
words as the Bills of Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), a. 16. 

{y) Mason v. Wo(d (1875), 1 0. P. i>. 63. 

(a) Rmmott v. Marchavt (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 555. 

Ih) Turner d’ Co. v. Cuipan (ISSiS), 58 L. 310. 

{c) R S. 0., Old. 37, r. 4, 

\d) Bills of Sale Act (1878) Aineiidnient Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viot. c. 43), s. 16. 
Extracts are limited lo the dates of execution, registration, renewal of regia- 
ti-ation, and satisfaction, to the names, addresses, and occupations of the parties, 
to the amount of the consideration, and to any further prescribed particulars. 

(c) The foe is 5fi., and for every additional name 2s. (Order as to Supreme 
Court Fees, 1884, Schedule, Nos. lU, J15). 
if) S. C., Ord. 61, r. 23. 

(y) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Yirt. c. 39), s. 41. 

(A) As to these, see title Revenue. 

O) Stamp Act< 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 39). s. 15 (2) (c), (d). 

(A;) The duty miist be paid in impress^ stamps calculated according to the 
amount of the consideration in accordance with the following scale: — 


• V £ s. d. 

Not exceeding £6 . * 0 0 6 

Kxceediug £5 and not exceeding £10 . * , , . 0 1 o 

M „ 16 0 16 

*► 16 * 2 {) 0 2 0 

M 20 „ „ 26 0 2 6 
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A bill of Bale by way of security for the payment of poney is 
stamped as a mortgage (f)* 

A reconveyance, release, or discharge of a security, or a transfer 
or assignment of a bill of sale by way of security, is subject to a 
duty of sixpence for every £100 or part of £100 of the amount trans- 
ferred or assigned The transfer of an absolute bill of sale bear« 
duty as a conveyan^,.. transfer on sale(n). 

Where there is a further advance on a transfer or assignment of 
a bill of sale, the instrument, in addition to a transfer or assign- 
ment stamp, should, it seems, be stamped as a new security to the 
extent of the further advance (o). 

157. Certain fees are also payable in respect of the registration 
of bills of sale ( p). 
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of duty is as follows : — 
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iWO for every £100 or fractional part of £100 .026 

If collateral, or auxiliary, or additional, or substituted security (other than an 
equitable mortpiige), or by way of further assurance for the above-mentioned 
pui'pose where the principal or primary security is duly stamped — 

For every £100 and also for any fractional part of £100 and 

yhe amount soourod • . 

(ibid., Schedule I., Mortgage etc.). 

(r/j) /bid. 

(n) For the scale of duties son note (/. ), p. 76, niiif. 

(o) Walev. Commimuners of Inland Aeveniie (ltS79), 4 Fx. D. 270. 

(©) Order as to Supreme Court Fees, Schedule, Nos. 36 — 41, super- 

seding Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 18. The fees now pay- 
able are as follows : — £ «. d. 

36. On filing a bill of sale and affidavit therewith where the 
consideration (including further advances) does not 

exceed £100 0 0 

Above £100 and not exceeding £200 , , . , 0 10 0 

Above £200 100 

Oo filing under the Bills of Sale Acts, 1873 and 1S82, <»• 

any other document to which the fees Nba. 36, 37, 
and 38 do not apply . . . . ■ * . 0 10 0 

On filing an affidavit of re-registration of a bill of sale 

or any such other document as in No. 39 mentioned , 0 10 0 
41. On filing a fiat qf sfktisfaction « . « « .060 


87. 

38 

30. 


40. 


SSOT. 8. 

Stamps and 
Fees. 


Fees on 
registratloik. 
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BIRDS. 

See Animals ; Game. 


BIRTH, 

Concealment of. — See Ckiminal Law and Procedure. 
Notification and Registration of. — See Public Health etc. 
2?roof of. — See Evidence. 


BISHOPS. 

See Ecclesiastical Law. 


BLACKMAIL. 

See Criminal Law and Procedure. 


BLASPHEMY. 

See Criminal Law and Prockdurk. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

See AGRicui/riTRK. 


BOARD OF TRADE. 

4m Constitutional Law; Tiiadb and Trade Unions. 


BOILER. 

See Faotorirs anp Workshops, 
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See title Executors and Administrators. 
,, Admiralty; Shipping and Navi- 
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Bonds. 


SXOT. I. 
Notim and 
Fonnofat 
Bond. 

Definitiou* 


Single bond. 


Doable or 

conditional 

bond. 


Recitals. 


Sect. 1. — Nature and Form of a Bond, 

158. A bond is an instrument under seal, usually a deed poll, 
whereby one person binds Ijimself to another for the payment of 
a specified sum of money either immediately or at a fixed future 
date. The person who so binds himself is called the obligor, and 
the person to whom he is bound the obligee ; and the instrument 
itself is sometimes called an obligation (a). A bond may be given 
by two or more obligors eitbar jointly, or severally, or jointly and 
severally; and may be given to two or more obligees jointly or 
severally, but not jointly and severally (/;). 

169. A bond merely for Llic payment of a certain sum of money, 
without any condition in or aiinoAcd to it, is called a simple or 
single bond (c). Such instruments are rarely, if ever, met with 
at the present day, and the term “ single bond ” is sometimes used 
to signify a bond given by one obligor as distinguislied from one 
given by two or more. 

160. The ordinary form of bond now in use is one accompanied 
by a condition in the nature of a defeasance (d!), the performance 
of the condition generally being secured by a penalty. This form of 
bond is called a double or conditional bond(e), and consists of two 
parts ; first, the obligation, and secondly, the condition. The con- 
dition, which may be contained in the same or another instrument, 
or may be indorsed on the back (/), specifies the real agreement 
between the parties — that is to say, the money to be paid or acts 
or duties to be performed or observed, the payment, performance, 
or observance of which is intended to be secured by the bond — 
and provides that on due porformance of the condition the bond 
shall be void (//). The obligation, as in the case of a single bond, 
simply binds the obligor to the payment of a certain sum of money, 
such sum of money being usually, though not necessarily, a 
penalty (/O, and does not in terms refer to the condition. On 
breach of the condition the bond is said to become forfeited or 
absolute, though, as will be subsequently seen, it does not follow 
that the obligee is entitled to recover the sum mentioned in the 
obligation (i). 

A conditional bond sometimes contains explanatory recitals. 
When it does so, the recitals follow the obligation and precede the 
condition. 


{a) Shep. Touch. 3*37. 

(h) Bradburne v, Uotjield (1845), 14 M. & W. 650. 

(c) 2 Bl. Cora. 340; Morrant v. Gough (1827), 7 B. & C. 206. 

' ‘{tf) The terra “ defeasauco” is more pro})orly employed when the coudition ia 
e^taihed m a separate instrument (Shep. Touch. 3G7, 39G). 

(e) Shop. Touch. 367. 

(/) Ibid.; yijj. Abr. tit. Faits (G). 

(^) The 7)mi88ion of woids providlug that the obligation shall be void does 
not affect the validity of the condition {MauUvtrer v. IJawxhy (1670), 2 Suuud. 

(h) See p. 93, po8t 
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161. Ko particular form of words is necessarj to create a bond. 
The obligor must be bound in a certain sum of money (J), but, if 
this requisite is satisfied, any mode of expression by which the 
intention of the parties is made ciear will suffice (A:). 

162. The difference between a bond and a covenant is one rather 
of form than substance. Covenants are generally found in inden- 
tures, whereas a bond is usually a deed poll ; and a covenant expresses 
the real agreement between the parties, the penalty or sum fixed 
by way of liquidated damages, if any, being the subject of a further 
covenant, whereas in a bond the only undertaking of the obligor 
is to pay a certain sum of money, such sum being either a penalty 
or liquidated damages, the real obligation being expressed in the 
superadded condition, on due performance of which the instrument 
is avoided. 

Sect. 2. — Different Kinds of Bonds. 

163. There are many varieties of bonds, some of which are 
subject to special rules and considerations which are not applic- 
able to bonds generally. The difference between a single or un- 
conditional and a double or conditional bond has already been 
explained (1). 

164. A common money bond (w) is one given to secure the 
payment of money, the condition being that if the obligor pays 
to the obligee a smaller sum, usually one-half of the sum named 
in the obligation, with interest, on a specified day, the bond shall 
be void. Common money bonds are subject to the provisions of 
the statute 4 & 5 Anne, c. 16, hereinafter referred to (n). 

165. Bonds conditioned to be void on the performance of any 
covenant or agreement in any deed or writing, other than a covenant 
or agreement to pay a specified sum of money (o), are subject to the 
provisions of the statute 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 11, hereafter referred 
to(p). 

A bond conditioned for the payment of an annuity (q), or of a 
certain sum by stated instalments (r), is within the statute of 


(/) Loggins v. Titherton (1613), Yelv. 225. 

pc) Shep. Touch. 368. 

(i) See p. 80, ante, 

(7n) For form of common money bond, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., 
pp. 536 et seq. 

(n) See p. 93, post. 

(o) For forms of such bonds, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., pp. 541, 
543, 549 et seq. 

{p) See p. 94, post. 

(q) Collins V. Collins (1759), 2 Burr. 820; WaLcot v. OoMing (1799), 8 Term 
Eep. 126 ; Tuther v. Caratampi (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 414. For annuities generally, 
see title Bent-ohaiioes and AibfuiTiEs. 

(r) Willoughby v. Swinton (1805), 6 East, 550; Mttrray ▼. Stair (Earl) 
(ISaS), 2 B. A 0. 82 ; Preston v. Dania (1872), L. E. 8 Exch. 19.* See^so Hurst 
V. Jennings (1826), 5 B. & 0. 650. As to bonds conditioned for payment of a 
specified sum at a certain day with interest to be paid periodically in the mean- 
time, see Smith v. Bond (1633), 10 Bing. 125; James v. Thomas (1833), 6 B. 
Ad. 40 ; Sinners* Co. v. Jones (1837), 4 Scott, 271; and p. 95, poet. For form 
of such bond, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. IL, p. 538. 


Sect. 1. 
Nature and 
'Form o/a 
Bond. 

Bifierence 
between 
bond and 
covenant. 


a i and 
e bonda 


Common 
money bonds. 


Bonds to 
secure per- 
formance of 
covenant or 
agreement. 

Bond to 
secure 
annuity or 
instalmenta 
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Phot. 2. 
Differenl 
Kinds of . 
Bonds. 

Arbitration 

bond. 


Post obits. 


Lloyd’s bond. 


AVilliamllL, and is not a bond conditioned for payment of a lesser 
sum witRiii the meanin*; of the statute of Anne. 

Neither statute lias any application whore the sum named in the 
obligation is not a penalty, but liquidated damages («) 

166. On a reference to arbitration the Bubmission is sometimes 
made by mutual bonds, the obligation being in the form of a common 
money bond, with a condition to abide the event of the award (t). 
Arbitration bonds are within the provisions of the statute of 
William III. («). 

167. A obit bond (w) is a bond conditioned for the payment 
of a sum of money after the death of a speeilied person, and is 
usually given in respect of a loan for a sum greater than that 
advanced. Such bonds are of two kinds : (1) where the payment 
depends on a contingency, as, for instance, in the event of the 
obligor surviving a relative in regard to whom he has expectations ; 
(2) where the payment is certain, but the time of payment 
uncertain, as in the case of a bond conditioned for payment of a 
certain sum on the death of the obligor. When the money becomes 
payable in pursuance of the condition of a post obit bond, the bond 
is subject to the provisions of the statute of Anne, and not to those 
of the statute of William III. (x). 

168* A Lloyd’s bond (a) is a security issued by a company either 
in the form of a common money bond, with a recital of the com- 
pany’s indebtedness to the obligee (fc), or in the form of an acknow- 
ledgment of a debt to a particular i)erson, with a covenant to pay 
it (c). Though originally devised for the purpose of raising money, 
such bonds are, when so used, invalid, unless the borrowing powers 
of the company authorise their issue (d), except to the extent that 
the money raised by their issue has been legitimately applied for 
the company’s benefit (c). Where, however, the bonds are given in 
consideration of an existing liability incurred by the company bond 


(s) StricJeland V. Williams, [1899] 1 Q. B. 382, C. A. ; Goad v. Empire Printing 
and Publishing Co,, Ltd. (1888), 52 J. P. 438. See p. 95, post, 

{t) See title Arbitration, Vol. I., p. 4^10. For form of arbitration bond, see 
Encyclopaedia of Forms, Yol. IL, p. 121. 

(u) Welch V. Ireland (1805), (5 East, 613; Hanhurgy. Guest {lUll), 14 East, 401. 
(w) For foims of post obit bonds, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., 
pp. 544 et aeg. 


(x) Smith V. Bond (1833), 10 Bine. 125, at p. 132. 
(a) So on ■ ' - 


_ oniled after the inventor (Chambers v. Manchester and Milford Rail. Co, 
(1864), 5 B. & S. 588, per Crompton, J., at p. 608). 

S For this form of Lloyd’s bond, see Re Cork and Youghal Rail. Co. (1869). 

. App. 748, at p. 749. See also Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., p. 658. 
M For this form of Lloyd’s bond, see Chambers v. Manchester and MUfxxrd 
Raiu (/o., supra, at p. 591. 

(d> Ibid., and see title Companies. These bonds were expressly declared 
void m the^case pf railway companies by the Railway Regulation Act, 1844 (7 & 8 
Viet. o. 85), a. 19. See further, title Railways and Canals. For the proper 
form of bond to be used in case of borrowing by railway and other companies 
governed by the Oom^nies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. o. 16), 
see tWcil., B. 41 and Bched. D ; Enoyclopaadia of Forms, YoL IE., p. 557. 

\e) Re Cork mid Ymghal Rail, 619 m. ^ 
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Me, and not ultra vires, as in the case of a debt due to a contractor 
for work done, they are valid (/). • 

Sect. 3. — Capacity of Parties, 

169. The capacity of a person to become an obligor depends, 
generally speaking, on his capacity to contract (</). But, though an 
infant may bind himself to pay a reasonable price for necessaries 
supplied to him, a bond given by him to secure such payment is 
void {h). 

Infants (i), lunatics (k), married women (/), and others with 
limited or no capacity to contract may, however, be obligees, because, 
a bond being a unilateral contract, the person to whom it is given 
does not thereby incur any liability. A bond given to a corporation 
sole — e,(j., to a bishop — enures to him in his natural capacity, 
because such a corporation cannot take a chattel in succession 
except by custom (m). 

Sect. 4. — Validity. 

170. To constitute a valid bond, there must be an obligor and 
obligee, and a fixed sum of money in which the obligor is bound ; 
and the instrument must be duly executed by the obligor {n). 
Consideration is not necessary, tlie instrument being under seal (o). 

A bond executed with a blank for the name of the obligee 
is void, and parol evidence is not admissible to supply the defect (p) ; 
but if it appears from the instrument as a whole to whom the 
obligor is intended to be bound, as where there is a recital of 
indebtedness to a person named, the bond is not invalid merely 
because the obligee’s name is not mentioned in the obligatory 
part (a). 

A bond is void unless the obligor is bound in a definite sum 
of money (6), but it is not invalid merely because the sum is 
improperly expressed, provided the intention is clear (c). 


(/) Re Cork and Yuiujhfd Rail. Co. 4 Ch. App. 748, per Lord Hatiier- 

liEY, L.C., at p. 7^57, approving Chambers v. Manchester and Milford Rail, Co, 
(1864), 5 B. & S. 588, yer Hr.ACKBURN, J., at p. 61], and White v. Carmarthen 
Rail Co. (1863), 1 Hem. iV: M. 786. 

((/) As to which see title Contuaot. 

(h) Martin v. Gale (1876), 4 Gh. D. 428 ; Fisher v. Mowbray (1807), 8 East, 
330; Baylis v. Dineley (1815), 3 M. & S. 477; Ayliff y. ArcMaU (1603), Oro. 
Eliz. 920. Russel v. Lee (1663), 1 Lev. 86, must bo considered ovenuled. See 
generally, title Ineants. 

(i) Bac. Abr. tit Obligation, 1) 2. 

Uc) lUd. See genonilly, title liUNATios and PERsoNfl or Unsound Mind, 

(/) Whelpdales Case (1604), 5 Go. Kep. 118 b. See generally, title Husband 
AND Wife. 

(m) Bac. Abr. tit. Obligation, 1) 2; Byrd v. Wil/ord(^l592), Cro. Ehz. 464; 
Fulwood*9 Case (1690), 4 Co. Rep. 6-1 b. See generally, title Corporations. 

(n) Com. Dig. tit. Obligation, A; Shep, Touch. 66; Dodson y. KayeS (1610), 
Yelv. 193. 


(o) Squire y. Whitton (1848), 1 H. L. Gas. 333. 

( See titles Deeds and otueh Instruments ; Evidenob. • ^ 

(а) Langdony. (1681), 3 Lev. 21; Lamherty. /ifra]r^<toatY#i(l732), 2 Fltr. 946. 

(б) Logyins v. Titherton (1613), Yolv, 225. 

(c) Buihert y. Long (1617), Cro. Jac. 607 ; CromiiM y. Grumden (1698), 2 
Salk. 462; Odes y. HWwe{1828), 8 B. & 0. 568, where the obligor acknaw- 
ledged himself bound in 7,700 without mentioning any species of money, and 
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171. As to the execution of a bond, the ordinary rules as to the 
execution of deeds apply (d). If the instrument is delivered and 
retained by the obligor, such delivery is valid and effectual, provided 
there is nothing to show that it was intended not to become 
immediately operative (e) ; and delivery to a third person, though 
not an agent of the obligee, is sufficient (/). Signature is not 
necessary at common law (<7). A bond delivered to a third person 
may, however, be intended to operate only as an escrow (h) ; but if 
the delivery is to the obligee himself as upon conditions performed, 
it will take effect immediately, notwithstanding the non performance 
of the conditions (i). 

Where two or more persons are intended to be bound jointly, 
or jointly and severally (fc), and the bond is executed by one of 
them only, it will operate at law as his several bond(/). But in 
equity he may be entitled to have it delivered up to be cancelled as 
being contrary to intention (?»)• 

A bond may be valid though undated or bearing a false or 
impossible date, because all deeds take effect from the time of 
delivery (a) . 

172. A condition, to be valid, must be for the performance of an 
act which is possible and lawful, and it must not be repugnant to 
the obligation. 

Where a condition underwritten or indorsed is for the per- 
formance of an act which is impossible, the condition is void 
but the obligatory part of the bond valid (b) ; but where such a 
condition is incorporated with the obligatory part, the bond is 
altogether void (c). A condition is not invalid merely because it 
provides for the performance of an act or the happening of an event 
which, though possible, is extremely improbable (d). 

Where a condition is for the performance of two distinct acts, 
one of which is impossible, the obligor is bound to perform the 
other (r) ; but if both acts were possible at the time of the execution 


there being a recital of indebtedness in various sums expressed in pounds 
sterling, the court supplied the word “ pounds in the obligatory part, 

(d) See title Deeds Aism other iNSTRUAfENTs. 

(e) Doe d. Oarnons v. Knight (1826), o B. & C. (>71. 

(/) Alfiyrd v. Lee (1586), Cro. Eliz. 54. 

Q) Cromwell v, Ormnden (1698), 2 Salk. 402 ; and compare Kx parte Hodghin^ 
Bon (1815), 19 Ves. 291, at p. 296. But qncere whether it might not be held to 
be necessary by reason of universal custom. 

(/i) Murray v. Stair (Earl) (1823), 2 13. & 0. 82. 

(») Vin. Abr. tit. Paits, 0; Anon, (1668), 1 Vent, 9; Shep. Touch. 69, 

(A) As to joint and joint and several bonds, see pp. 88, 91, post, 

(l) Elliot V. Davis (1800), 2 Bos. & V, 33S. 

(m) Underhill v. Norwood (1804), 10 Ves. 209, 225. So if a bond is made 
joint only, instead of joint and several, by mistake, it will be rectified in equity 

at Pi 227). Compare Cooper v. JEvans (1867), L. K. 4 Eq. 45. 

(a^ Shep. Touch. 72. Thus, a bond dated m the minoiity of an infant will be 
bimittg if executed by him after attaining his majority {Cromwell v* Orumden 
(1696), 2 Salk. .462). 

(5) Fwerton v. Agnm (1703), I Salk. 172; Duveryitr v. Fellowes (1832). 1 
d. & Fin, 39, H, L, ; Holmes v. Ivy (1680), 2 Show. 15, 

(c) Com. Dig. tit. Condition, D 2. 

(d) Campbell v, French (1795). 6 Term Rep. 200, per Lord Kenvoji, at p. 211, 

(e) Da Costa y, Davis (1 798), 1 Bos. ^ V, 242. T 
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of the bond, and one of them is made impossible by the act of the 
obligee, the obligor is altogether excused (/). * 

173. False grammar (g) and defective spelling {h) do not affect 
tlie validity of a bond provided the intention is clear ; and, for the 
purpose of giving effect to the intention, the court will, where 
necessary, transpose, disjoin, reject, and supply words (i). 

Where the condition of a bond is expressed in such language as 
to be unintelligible (/c), or is so uncertain that its meaning cannot 
be ascertained, but the obligatory part is clear, the condition is 
void, and the obligation binding (ij. 

When the condition is repugnant to the obligation, the condition 
is void and the obligation binding (w). 

174. It the condition of a bond or the consideration for which it 
is given is unlawful, the bond is wholly void ; and parol evidence is 
admissible to prove the true nature of the transaction where it does 
not appear on the face of the instrument (a). 

Where the condition is entire, and any portion of it is unlawful, 
the bond is entirely void (o) ; but if it consists of several distinct 
parts, some of which a-re lawful and others unlawful, or it there are 
several independent conditions, some lawful and others unlawful, 
the bond is valid, and subject only to such parts of the condition or 
such of the conditions, as the case may be, as are lawful (p). 

The following are instances of bonds given on conditions or for 
considerations which are unlawful (q ) : — 

(1) Bonds in consideration of future illicit cohabitation (r) ; 


(/) Com. Dig. tit. ObligatioD, K 2; Diivergier v. Fellowes (1832), 1 CL & Fin. 

30, H. L. See further, p. 93, post. 

(f/) Shop. Touch, do, 87 ; Parklmrst v. Smith (1742), Willes, 327, 332; Dobson 
V. Keys (1610), Cro. Jao. 261. 

(/i) Sims V. Urry (1676), 2 Cas. in Oh. 225 ; Dennis v. S7iape(lG87), Comb. 60; 
Cromwell v. Orunsden (1698), 2 Salk. 462. 

(/) Langdon v. Goole (1681), 3 Lev. 21 ; Vernon v. Alsop (1662), 1 Lev. 77 ; 
Holmes v. Ivtf (1680), 2 Show. 15; Mauhverer v. Ilawxby (1670), 2 Saund. 
78. 

{k) Murker v. Cross (1614), 2 Buis. 133. 

(/) Shep. Touch. 373. Compare Mauhverer v. Hawxby, supra; Vernon 
Alsop^ supra. 

(m) Shep. Touch. 373; Com. Dig. tit. Condition, D; Roberta v. Harnags 
(1704), 2 Salk. 659; Wells v. Tregasan (1708), 2 Salk. 463. 

{n) Collins v. Btanhrn (1767), 2 Wile. 347, 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed,, p. 369; 
Paxton V. Popham (1808), 9 East, 408; Greviller. Attkins (1829), 9 B. & C. 
462 ; Pound v. Grimwade (1888), 39 Ch. D. 605. 

(o) Collim V. Blaniern, supra; Norton v. Syms (1614), Moore (k. B.) 856 ; 
Baker v. Uedgevoek (1888), 39 (]h. D. 520; Yah v. R. (1721), 6 Bro. Pari. Cas. 

31. 

(p) Green y* Price (1845), 13 M. & W. 695; Re Burdette Ex parte Byrne 
(1888), 20 Q. B. D. 310, 0. A. ; Newman v. Newman (1815), 4 M. & S. 66 ; Owns 
V. Gwynne (1831), 5 Moo. & IL 276, 282 ; Yah v. /?,, sujrra. 

(r/) Ae to the condition becoming unlawful, see p. 93, post ; as to unlawful 
contracts generally, see title Contract, ^ 

(r) Walker v. Perkins (1764), 3 Burr. 1568. But a bond given in^coiisidera- 
tion of past illicit intercourse on the determination of the conneottoii is valid 
[Anmndah v. Harris (1727), 2 P. Wins. 432; Tutwbt v, Vaughan (1767), 2 Wils. 
339 ; Priesi v. Parrot (1751), *2 Ves. Sen. 160 ; Nye v, (1826), 6 B. & 0. 

133), provided there is no intention to continue the connection in the future 
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(2) Bonds in general or unreasonable restraint of trade (s ) ; 

(8) Bonds in restraint of marriage (0 ; 

(4) Marriage brocage bonds (a) ; 

(5) Bonds conditioned for the commission of a crime or tort (b) ; 

(6) Simoniacal resignation bonds (c) ; 

(7) Bonds for money lost at gaming (d) ; 

(8) Bonds tending to affect the due administration of criminal 
justice (e). 

Post obit bonds, whether absolute or contingent, are not as such 
invalid (/). But where the consideration is inadequate, or the 
rate of interest exorbitant, relief may be granted in equity, especially 
in the case of expectant heirs and reversioners (^). 

Where a bond or other security has been given or a debt incurred 
for an unlawful consideration, and a bond is given in lieu thereof 
or as security therefor, that bond is also void if the obligee has 
knowledge of the circumstances (h) ; but the validity of the sub- 
sequent bond is not affected by the unlawfulness of the original 
consideration if the obligee is unaware of it(0* 

Sect. 5. — Interpreiation. 

175 . The rules as to the interpretation of deeds generally, which 
for the most part apply to bonds, are dealt witli elsewhere (A:). 
The main rule is that regard must be had to the intention of the 
parties, as ascertained from the instrument as a whole®, and, in 


(Friend v. Ilarrison (1827), 2 0. •& P. 681; Re Vallance (1884), 2G Ch. J). 
353). 

{$) Mitc/ielv. liei/nolds (1711), 1 P. Wins, 181, 1 Smith, L. 0,, llthed. p. 408; 
Balcer v. Hedgecock (1888), 39 Ch. 1). 620; and contrast Gravely y. Barnard 
(1874), L. R. 18 Eq. M8. See further, title Contract. 

(f) Hartley v. Bice (1808), 10 East, 22. 

(a) Roberts v. Roberts (1730), 3 P. Wins. GO, 75; Dnirtj y. //ooAe (1G8G), 1 
Vein. 412, 

f6) Shep. Touch. 372; Collins y, lilantern (1707), Wils. 317. 

(c) See title Ecclesiastical LAw. 

(d) 9 Anne, c. 14, s. 1 ; Sigel v. dehb (1819), 3 Stark. 1 ; and contrast Bnhh v. 
YeJverton (1870), L. K. 9 Eq. 471. See title Caming and Waoering. 

(e) Lovnd v. Or^mnmde (1888), 39 Ch. 1). 605, where one of the considerations 
for a bond was that criiniiuil proceedings should be bo conducted that the name 
of a certain person should not bo mentioned ; Herman v. Jenchner (1885), 16 
Q. B. P. 661, C. A. (indouiuifying bail) ; Willia/im v* Bayley (1866), L. K. 1 H. L. 
200 . 

(/) See Adames v. Ilalhtt (1808), ]j. ll. 0 Kq. 4t;8, as to the rights of an 
obligee under a voluntary post obit bond. 

(g) Aylesford (Earl) v. Atorris (1873), 8 Ch. App. 484 ; Fryy. Lane (1888), 40 
Oh. P. 312; Nevill v. Snelling (1880), 16 Ch. D. 679; Cooke v. LamoUe (1861), 
15 Beav. 234. See further on this subject, title Fraudulent and Voidable 
Conveyances ; and as to relief agjiinst these and other bonds under the Money- 
lenders Act, 1900 (03 & 04 Viet. c. 61), title Money and Money-lending. 

(/>) Amory v. Meiy weather (1824), 2 B. & C. 573 (bond in lieu of a promissory 
note given in respect of illegal slock -jobbing transactions) ; Fisher V. Bridaes 
(1854), 3 E. & B. 642. 

® Cuthlmrt Y.^Hah'ij (1799). 8 Term Rep. 390. 

fit) See title Pee ns and other Instruments. 

(O National Provivnal Bank of England v. Marshall (1888), 40 Oh. P. 112, 
0. A.; Halbert v. Z/O/zy (1017), Cro. Jac. tiOT ; (h'vmwe/l v. Grnnsden (1698), 2 Salk. 
462 ; Coles V. Htilme (1828), 8 B. & 0. 568 ; Holmes v. Jvy (1680), 2 Show. 15, 
where a condition foy the delivery of 35,000 tiles, to the value of £144, at ISs. 6(i. 
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order to give effect to the intention, the court will, where uecepsary, 
transpose or reject words (m) and supply accidental omiBsioris (n), * 

But tlie iiitontioji must be ascertained from tJie terms of the 
instrument itself, j)aroI evidejicc not being admissible to explain, 
add to, or contradict it (a) ; though, where the terms arc ambiguous, 
regard may be had to the circumstances of tlie case in order to 
explain the ambiguity. 

The obligatory part of a l)ond, being for the benefit of the 
obligee, is always construed most strongly against the obligor, but 
the condition, being for Die l)enclit of the obligor, is construed most 
strongly in his favour (p). 

176. Eccitals may operate in restraint of the condition where 
the words of the condition import a larger liability than that con- 
templated by the recitals (</), especially in favour of sureties (r). 
But where tlie condition is for repayment of money to be advanced, 
the amount being limited by the recitals to a certain sum, an 
advance in excess of such sum does not avoid the bond in the 

l)er thousand, was held good for £144, though the number of tiles at the juice 
mentioned did not amount- to that sum. 

(m) Mauleverer v. Haivxhy (1670), 2 Saund. 78, where the concluding words of 
the condition, “ then the condition to bo void,” were rejected as surplusage ; 
Welh V. Wright (1678), 2 Mod. Eep. 285, where the condition provided that, if 
default was made in performance thereof, the ohligation should be void ; Anm., 
cited Bache v. Frootor (1780), 1 Doug, 382, 384, where the condition provided that 
the bond should be void if the obligor did not pay; Vernon v. AIsop (1662), 1 
Lev, 77. 

(n) Coles V. Ilulrne (1828), 8 B. & 0. 568, where the word “ pounds ” was 
supplied in the obligatoiy part by reference to the condition ; Langdon v. Qoole 
(16S1), 3 Lev. 21, where the name of the obligee was supplied by reference to 
the i-ecital; James v. Tallent (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 889, Avhere in a condition for 
the payment of an annuity for the siipport of two illegitimate children and 
their mother during thoir joint lives the words “ and during the life of the 
survivor” were supplied; Bache v. Proctor, supra, where the condition was 
that the obligor should render a fair and just account in wi’iting of all sums 
leceived, and it was held that neglect to pay over such sums was a breach of 
the condition ; Waugh v. Bussell (1814), 5 Taunt. 707, where the words “ one 
pound” were road as “ one hundred pounds.” 

(o) Buckler v. Millerd (1688), 2 Vent. 107; Mease v. Mease (1774), 1 Cowp. 47, 
where it was sought to show that the bond was given by way of indemnity 
against another bond ; Tippins v. Coates (1853), 18 Beav. 401. See further, title 
Evidekoe. 

{p) Shep. Touch. 375. 

(j) Pearsall v. Summersett (1812), 4 Taunt. 593; Payler v. Homersham (1815), 
4 M. & S. 423 ; Liverpool Waterworks Co, v. Atkinson (1805), 6 East, 507, where, 
the recital being that obligor had agreed to collect rents etc. for twelve months, 
the condition was that if he should at all times during the continuance of such 
his employment use due diligence aud render the obligees from time to time 
a true account, and should also so long as he should continue to be employed by 
them from time to time observe and perform the orders of their committSra, the 
obligation to be void, aud it was held that the condition that he should account 
and pay all sums received etc. was limited to twelve months. 

(»*) Arlington v. Merricke (1672), 2 Saund. 411, where the recital was of the 
appointment of a deputy postmaster for six months, while the ooi^tion was 
that if he duly and faithfully executed the duties of th.e office during all the 
time he should continue deputy postmaster, the obligation to be void, and it was 
held that the obligor was only bound for six months ; African Co, v. Masm 
(1714), cited 1 Str. 227, whei-e a condition for a receiver’s accounting for all 
sums received was limited by the recital to moneys received at a particular place. 
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absence of an express stipulation to that effect (s). The effect ie 
merely ft) limit the liability of the obligor to the sum mentioned in 
the recitals (/i). 

The condition Avill not be controlled or limited by recitals which 
are not clearly inconsistent therewith (t), nor will recitals affect the 
obligatory part of a bond if that part is clear and unambiguous, 
because recitals are not considered to form part of the obligation, 
but to be incorporated with and form part of the condition (a). 

177. The condition maybe restrained by a memorandum indorsed 
on the bond, if it appears to have been the intention of the parties 
that the memorandum should form part of the condition, and it was 
indorsed on the bond before execution (b). 

178. Where the condition is for payment of money, and no time is 
fixed for payment, the money is payable immediately (c) ; where it 
is for the performance of any other act, the act must be performed 
within a reasonable time(d). 

179. Whore a bond is entered into by two or more persons by 
which they bind themselves for a certain sum of money each, they 
are liable severally only (e). Where they bind themselves and each 


(fi) Parker v. Wise (1817), 6 M. & S. 289; Gordon v. J?ae (1858), 8 E. & B. 
1085, atpp. 1086, 1087. 

(i) Australian Joint iitock Bank v. Bailey y [1899] A. C. 396, where A. and B., 
having given to a bank a joint and several guarantee limited to £2,500 for over- 
drafts to a customer, afterwards gave a joint and several bond, in which it was 
recited that the same customer desired advances in excess of the £2,500, the 
condition being for repayment of the balance of the current account, and it 
was held, the guarantee being invalid, that the condition, being plainly to secure 
payment of all sums advanced, was not limited by the recitals to sums in 
excess of the £2,500 ; Bird v. Lake (1863), 1 Hem. & M. HI. 

(a) Ingleby v. Swift (1833), 10 Bmg. 84, where a bond in the penal sum of 
£1,000 was not reduced to £500 by a recital that the obligor had taken a farm 
of the obligee, and it had been agreed that ho should enter into a bond with 
sureties in the penal sum of £500 for the due paynioiit of the rent, and it was 
held that even the liability of the sureties was not limited to the amount men- 
tioned in the recital ; Sansoni v. Bell (1809), 2 Camp. 39. 

{h) Broke v. Smith (1601), Moore (k. b.), 679 ; Hurst v. Jennings (1826), 5 B. 
& 0. 650 ; Burgh v. Preston (1800), 8 Term Eep. 483, where an indorsement 
that the obligee had given an undertaking not to sue on the bond until after 
the obligor's death was held to make the bond in effect payable only by his 
representatives; Reed v. Norris (1837), 2 My. & Or. 361, where, a son being 
indebted to his father in a bond conditioned for payment of £1,000, with interest, 
the father and son joined in a bond, the son as surety, for £500, given by the 
father to a third person, a memorandum being indorsed on the £1,000 bond 
that the son was not to be called upon for payment until the father had paid 
all principal and interest under the £500 bond, and it was held that the indorse- 
ment did not affect the obligation of the son to pay interest under the £1,000 
hojbdy but that the principal sum could not bo called for until all sums payable 
under the other bond had been discharged. 

(c) Farquhar V. Morris (1797), 7 Term Eep. 124 Shep. Touch. 369. 
fd) Co. jLitt. 1^8 a, b. 

(e) GoUim v. Pross^ (1823), 1 B. & 0. 682, where the bond was for payment 
of £1,000, “for which payment we bind ourselves, and each of us for himself, 
for the whole and entire sum of £1,000 each’* ; Armstrong v. CahUl (1880), 6 
L. E. It. 440, where a bond expressed, We ... are held and fiitnly l^und 
in the eum^of £50 eaeh ... to wMch payment ... we hereby bind os and 
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ol them, the liability is joint and several (/). Where there are no 
words of severance, the obligg,tion is priniik facie only joiift, but it 
may be construed as joint and several if that appears to have been 
the intention having regard to the terms of the instrument as a 
whole (g). 

Sect. 6. — Operation and Incidents, 

SirB-SpXT. h— Gmeral, 

180 . The effect of a single bond(/z) is simply to create a specialty 
debt for the amount of the obligation. The effect of a double or 
conditional bond (i) at common law was to impose a liability on the 
obligor to perform the condition, or on a breach thereof to pay the 
sum named in the obligatory part; but where that sum is a 
penalty the obligee is now, by the operation of two statutes here- 
after referred to (fc), which superseded the ancient jurisdiction of 
equity to grant relief against penalties, only entitled on breach of 
the condition to recover a sum commensurate with the actual loss 
sustained by the breach (/c). 

181 . A bond executed after December 31, 1881, though not 
expressed to bind the heirs, operates to bind the heirs and real 
estate, as well as the executors and administrators and personal 
estate, of the obligor, subject to the expression of an intention to the 
contrary (/.). 

182 . Bond debts for valuable consideration no longer have the 
priority over simple contract debts which they formerly had in the 
administration of the assets of a deceased obligee, nor, on the other 
hand, are voluntary bonds now postponed till after the satisfaction 
of debts for valuable consideration (vi). 


each of us, our and each of our heirs, etc.,’^ was held the separate bond of each 
for £50. For a form of such bond, soe Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., p. 
538. 

(/) In tho following cases the obligation was held to be joint and several: 
“ Know all men th.at wo are bound . . . for payment whereof I bind myself, 
my heirs etc. . . . Scaled with our seals ” v. (1609), Lutw. 695) ; 

where A. and B. were expressed to jointly and severally bind tliomselves, the 
condition being that if they or either of them duly paid an annuity to C. for 
life in the following manner, namely, one moiety by A, during his life and the 
other moiety by B. during the life of A., and after tho death of A. the whole by 
B., his heirs etc. during the life of 0., the bond to bo void (Church v. King 
(1836), 2 My. & Or. 220) ; where tliree bound themselves jointly and their 
respective heirs etc. to pay etc. conditioned to be void if they or either of 
them paid etc. (Tippins v. Conics (1853), 18 Beav. 401). For a form of such 
bond, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. 11. , p. 536. 

(l^) As to tliis, see p. 91, post, A bond, though joint at law, may be con- 
strued as joint and several in equity ; see Primrose v. Bromley (1739), 1 Atk. 
88 ; Devaynes v. Noble (1816), 1 Mer. 530, 539 ; Lane v. Williams (1693), 2 Vern. 
292; Lmj v. Sale (1877), 37 L. T. 709; Sumner v. Powdl (1816), 2 Mer. 30; 
Beies/ord v. Browning (187.5), L. E. 20 Eq. 564; Richardson v. Horton (l843), 
6 Beav. 185* 

(A) See p. 80, anU, 

U) See p. 80, ante, 

(h) See pp. 93 et seg.f post. 

(1) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Vi.'.t. c. 41), a 59. 
So do simple contract debts since 1833. 

(r/i) See title Exkoutqks and AnwimsTaAToaa, 
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183. Where a bond is given to secure the payment of a simple 
contract debt, the simple contract debt will merge in the specialty (w), 
provided that the parties are the same, and that the specialty is 
co-extensive with the simple contract debt (o), and provided that 
there is no expressed intention to the contrary (p). 

But if the specialty is not co-extensive with the debt secured 
thereby, as where a bond conditioned for the payirient of a limited 
amount was given to secure the payment of a sum then due, and 
such further sums as might become due, without specifying any 
limit to such further sums, it will not operate as a merger (q). 
Nor will there be any merger where the bond is only taken by way 
of collateral or additional security (r). 

184. Where there is a covenant or agreement not to do a certain 
act, and a bond is given with a penalty conditioned to be forfeited on 
doing the act, the court will not refrain by reason of the giving of 
the bond fiom granting an injunction to restrain a breach of the 
covenant or agreement, unless it appears to have been the inten- 
tion of the parties that the obligor should be entitled to do the 
act on condition of paying the penalty (s). Prima facie, if a person 
agrees not to do a certain thing, and to pay a certain sum if he does 
do it, there are two independent agreements and he is not entitled 
to break one agreement on condition of his performing the other (s). 

185. Where a bond contains recitals, the ol)ligor is estopped from 
denying the truth of the facts recited, but not so Lhe obligee (a). 
Thus, if it be recited that the obligor has received certain moneys 
due to the obligee, the obligor will not bo permitted to prove that 
he never in fact received such moneys (&). So, if a bond is con- 
ditioned for the payment of rent of premises recited to be demised 
by an indenture at a certain specified rent, the obligor is estopped 
from showing that the indenture was never executed, or that a 
lower rent was revserved thereby than that mentioned in the recital, 
even if such was the fact (<•). Nor where a particular consideration 

(n) Price v. iMouHon (18ol), 10 C. 561 \ Onrn v. Homan (1851), 3 Mac. & G. 
378 ; JloJfe v. Peterson (1772), 2 Bro. Purl. Cas. <136 ; Woodward v, Qyles (1G90), 

2 Vern. 119. 

{o) BiHjiler V. Mayor (1865), 19 0. B. (n. 8.) 76. 

(jo) Commissioner of Stamps y. Hope, [ISOl] A. U. -1 76. 

Iq) Norfolk Rail, Co.y, M^Nnmara{\Hi\)), 3 Exch. 628 ; Holmes v. RellnS-i]), 

3 Man. & a. 213. 

M Holmes v. Bell, supra; Twopenny v. Youny (1824), 3 1?. it C. 208. 

(s) Prenrk v. Macale (1842). 2 Dr. & War. 269; Hardy v. Martin. (1783), I 
Cox, Eq. Oas. 26 ; Clarkson v. A’l/i/r (1863), 33 Beav, 227; (Jvavelif y, Barnard 
(1874), li. K. 18 E<i. 518; Bird Lake. (186,3), I Houi. it M. lil; Jones v. 
JJeamis {1^11), 4 Ch. 1). 636; i.ondon and Yorkshire, Bank, I Ad, y. Pritt 
56 1 j. J. (oh.) 987 ; National Provincial Hank of Knyland v. Marshall (1888), 40 Oh. D. 
112, 0. A., where the condition of the l)ontl was that if the obligor should pay to 
the obligees £1,(K)0 as liquidated damages in case the obligor should at anytime 
within two years after ho should have retired or been dismissed from the service 
of the obligees accept any employmont etc., and it was construed as intended 
toimpose^au obligation not to enter such employment, and an injunction was 
granted accoidingly, though the obligor was willing to pay the £1,000. 

(а) Baker v. i>e.xvey (1823), 1 B. & 0. 704 ; Rowntree v. r/aco7?(1809), 2 Taunt. 141. 

(б) Shelley v. Wright (1773), Willes, 9. 

(c) Lainson v. Tremere (1834), I Ad. & El. 792 ; Hosier v. SearU (1600), 2 
Bos, ^ P, 299 ; Tlmnhil y. King (1699), Oro. Elivu 767, 
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is recited can the obligor show that the consideration >vas in fact 
different, except for the purpoBe of showing that it was iinlaM’fiil, and 
that the bond is therefore void (d). 

186. A bond given to two or more obligees (e) may I)c given to 
them jointly or severally, but not jointly and severally (/). The 
general rule is, tliat if the inlereKi of tlie rddigees is joint, the bond 
will bo deemc<l to have been given to them jointly, and if tlu'Jr 
interests are several, then severally in)- In the ease of a joint 
bond, the right ])asses to the survivors on the death of OJie of the 
obligees, and they alone can enforce the obligation, the represeiita- 
tivos of the deceased not being entitled to sue (//). Jf the bond 
is several, the r(ipr(‘.sentativ(‘.s of a deceased obligee may sue, or join 
with the survivors in suing, thereon (?). A bond executed after 
December 81, 1881, with two or more jointly, to pay money or do 
any other act, is deemed, in the al)sence of the expj-ession of an 
intention to the contrary, to include an obligation to pay the money 
or do the act to or for the benefit of the survivor or survivors, and of 
any other person to whom the right to sue on the bond devolves (k) ; 
and if the money is expressed to be owing to tw^o or more on a joint 
account, it is deemed to remain money belonging to them on joint 
account, as between them and the obligor, so as to entitle the 
survivor or survivors, or the representatives of llie last survivor, to 
give a good discharge (Z). 

187. Two or more obligors may be bound jointly, severally, or 
jointly and severally (m) . If bound severally, each incurs a separate 
liability according to the terms of the bond, which will bind his 
estate and real and jiersonal representatives. If bound jointly only, 
the obligation devolves upon the survivors on the death of an obligor, 
and the estate and representatives of a deceased obligor, other than 
those of the last survivor, are under no liability (n). But a bond, 
though joint in form, and though it would be construed as creating 
a joint obligation only at law, may in equity, in the administration of 
the estate of a deceased obligor, be construed as joint and several, 
especially in the case of a bond given by partners, or in substitution 
for a pre-existing joint and several liability (^i). Wheie the obligors 
are bound jointly and severally, the real and personal representatives 

(cZ) J/'/ll V. Manchester and Salford Watervjorks Co. (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 544. 

(c) As to actions on joint, and joint and several, bonds, see p. 102, post; and 
as to the discharge of such bonds, see pp. 98, 99, post. 

(/) Bradhurne v. Botfield (1845), 14 M. & W. 559. 

(<7) See Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 537 ; Haddon v. Ayres (1858), 1 
E. & E. 118 ; Pahner v. Mallet (1887), 36 Ch. D. 411, C. A. 

(li) Martin v. Crt/mpe (1697), 1 Ld. JKaym. 340; Anderson v. AfarZiWaZe (1801), 

1 East, 497. 

(i) Withers v. Birchara (1824), 3 B. & C. 254; Palmer v. Sparshoit (1842), 4 
Man. & G. 137. 

(k) Conveyancing and Law of rropeiiy Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), 8. 60. 

(l) Ibid, s. 61. 

fm) See pp, 80, 88, ante. , 

(n) White V. Tyndall (1888), 13 App. Gas. 263. 

^) Beresford v. Broioning (1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 664 ; Lane v. Williams (1693), 

2 Vern. 292 ; Bevayn^es v. Nohh (1816), 1 Mer. 630; Primrose v. Bromley (1739), 

1 Atk. 88; Levy v. Sale (1877), 37 L. T. 709: Sumner v. Powell (1816), 2 Mer. 
80 ; Richardson v. Horton (1843), 6 Beav. 185. 
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of a deceased obligor are liable jointly and severally with the 

8urvivoi% ip). 

SuB-Si:(rr. 2 . — Perfonmnce or Breach of the Condition, 

188. In order to avoid a bond, the condition must be strictly 
performed, so as to carry out the object and intention of the parties (?). 
If a particular day is named either for the payment of rnoney, or 
for the performance of any other act, the payment must be made or 
the act performed on or before the dtiy moiitioried (r). When the 
condition is for the pavincnt of money, and no time is mentioned 
for payment, the money is payable immediately («) ; and when it is 
for the performance of any other act, the act must bo performed 
within a reasonable tinie(i)- 

In neither case is it necessary that there should be any demand 
for payment or performance (u) in the absence of an express * 
stipulation to that effect (/r). 

189. Whore the condition requires payment by instalments or the 
performance of several acts, the bond will become absolute on default 
in respect of any one instalment, or in performance of any one of 
such acts (.r). 

190. But where the performance of the condition by the obligor 
depends on some precedent act on tlie part of the obligee, the 
obligation of the obligor does not attach unless and until the 
precedent act is duly performed (y). Thus, in the case of a bond 
conditioned for the performance of one of two things within a certain 
time at the election of the obligee, performance is excused unless 
the obligee makes his election within the time limited {z). But 
when the precedent act has been duly performed, it is not necessary, 
as a general rule, in order that the liability of the obligor should 
attach, that he should have notice thereof (a), 

191. Performance of the condition is excused, and tlie obligor 
discharged from the bond, if, being possible at the time of the 

(p) Bums V. Bryan or Martin (1887), 12 App. Cas. 184; Tipinns v. Coates 
(1858), 18 Beav. 401 ; Church v. King (18oG), 2 My. & Cr. 220. 

{q) 2 Wins. 8aund. 47 t; Taylor v. Bird (1750), 1 Wils. 280; Bigland v. 
Skelton (1810), 12 East, 486; Barhe v. Proctor (1780), 1 Doug. 382; Gutltr 
Southern (1G66), 1 Sauud. IIC; Ker v, Mitchell (1786), 2 Chit. 487 ; Sparkes v. 
MartindaU (1807), 8 East, 593; Skinners^ Co, v. Jmies (1837), 3 Bing, (N. 0.) 
481 ; Londony Brighton^ and South Coast Rail, Co. v. Goodwin (1849), 3 Exch. 
736 ; Goad v. Empire Printing and. Publishing Co.y Lid, (1888), 52 J. P. 438. 

(r) Bigland y. Slcd-ton, supra; Hodgson v. Bell (1797), 7 Term Rep. 97 ; Com* 
Dig. tit. (condition, E and G ; Bac. Abr. tit. Condition. 

^) Farquhar v. Morris (1797), 7 Term Rop, 124 ; Shep. Touch. 369 ; Vin. 
Abr. lit. Condition, C 6 ; Gihhs v. Southam (1884), 5 B. & Ad. 911 ; and conti'ast 
Carter V. Ring (1813), 8 Camp. 459. 

{t) Co. Litt. 208 a, b. 

^ fu) Gibbs V. Southam^ supra; Vin. Abr. tit. Condition, C 6. 

Carter y. Ring, suma; Cappy. Lancaster (1597), Cro. Eliz. 548; Fitzkugk 

Bennington (1704), 2 Salk. 585. 

Friar v. Grey (1850), 15 Q. B. 891, 910 ; Coates v. Hewit (1744), 1 Wilfl. SO 

M 2 Wms. Saund, 107 b, note 3; Vin. Abr. tit. Condition, V o; BucMand 
T. Ihsrton (1793), 2 Hy. BL 136 ; CampheU v. Fre^ich (1732), 6 Tena Rep, 200. 

(a) Baa Abr, tit. (Condition, P 3, 

(oy, Ker V. Mitcl^eU (1786), 2 Chit. 487 ; Cutler v. Southern, supra; Com, Dig* 
tit Ocmdltion, 975. 
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execution of the bond, performance Las become impossible by the 
act of God {b), the act of the legislature (c), or the act* of the 
obligee (d). So, if the condition is in the disjunctive, and gives the 
obligor the option of performing one or other of two things, the bond 
will generally be discharged, if, both l)cing possible at the time of the 
execution of the bond, the performance of either of them becomes 
impossible by the act of God(#i), or the act of the obligee (/) ; though, 
in the case of discharge by the act of God, the question probably 
depends in each case on the intention of the parties ( 17 ). But the 
obligor is not excused by performance becoming impossible where 
the impossibility is caused by his own act or neglect (//)• 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Amount recoverable on JJreach of (Jondition. 

192. The amount recoverable on a bond forfeited by breach of the 
condition is in all cases limited, both at law and in eejuity, to the 
amount of the i)eualty fixed by the obligatory part, with costs, even 
where the principal and interest payable according to the condition, 
or the damages sustained by the breach, exceed that sum (i). If, 
however, a judgment is recovered on the bond, it will carry interest 
until satisfied, though the amount of the judgment, with interest, 
may exceed the amount of the penalty {jf And where interest has 
been paid as interest, and has been applied as such, the amount 
ultimately payable may exceed the amount of the penalty, provided 
the principal and interest payable at any one time never exceeds 
that amount (/c). 

Where the sum named in the obligatory part is not a penalty, as 
in the case of a bond for a specified sum, conditioned for payment 
of the same sum with interest, the rule that the amount recoverable 
is limited to the sum named in the obligatory part does not apply (i). 

{b) Bac. Abr. tit. Condition, N and ; Thomas v. Howell (1692), 1 Salk. 170; 
Shop. Touch. 372 ; Vin. Abr. tit. Condition, G c. ; Co, Litt. 206 a ; Com. Dig. 
tit. Condition, D 1 ; Brown v. London Corporation (1861), 9 0. B. (n. S.) 726, per 
Williams, J., at p. 747, affirmed 13 0. B, (n. s.) 828 ; Leitrim (Earl) v. Stewart 
(1870), L E. 6 C. L. 27. 

(c) Davis V. Cary (1850), 15 Q. B. 418. 

((/) Co. Litt. 206 b ; Vin. Abr. tit. Obligation, 11 2 — 4 ; Com. Dig, tit. Con- 
dition, K 2, L 5 ; Duvergier v. Fellowes (1828), 2 Moo. & P. 384; 411. 

(e) Laughter's Case (1595), 5 Co. Rop. 21 b; Ltdrim (Earl) v. Stewart, supra. 

(/) Buvergier v. Fellowes, supra; Com, Dig. tit. Obligation, K. 2. 

(gf) Barkworth v. Yowig (1856), 4 Drew. 1, 25. See further, Anon, (1688), 1 
Salk. 170. 

(A) Bigland v. Skdton (1810), 12 East^ 436. Compare Beswick v. SwinddU 
(1834), 3 Nov. & M. (k. b.) 159, 5 Nev. & M. (k. b.) 378. 

(f) Hatton V. Harris, [1892] A. 0. 547 ; Wilde v. Glarkswi (1795), 6 Term 
Rep. 303 ; Clarke v. Seton (18U1), 6 Ves. 411 ; Hughes v. Wynne (1832), 1 My, 
& K. 20; MojcHuorth v. Thomas (1800), 5 Ves. 329; Brangwin v. Perrat (1777), 
2 Wm. Bl. 1190; White v. Sealy (1778), 1 Doug, 49; Shutt v. Procter (1816), 2 
Marsh. 226. The rule that no more can be recovered than the penalty and 
costs is a general rule applicable to all bonds, and replevin bonds are no 
exception to the rule (Branscomhe v, Scarbrough (1844), 6 Q. B. 13) ; see title 
Distbbsb and Replevin. In Grant v. Grant (1830), 3 Sim. 310, a decree was 
made in equity for the full payment of principal and interest though it ex- 
ceed the penalty of tho bond, on the ground that the obligol* hadUprevented 
the obligee from recovering by vexatious proceedings, but such a case could 
hardly occur nowadays. And see Mathews v. KtUe (1868), 3 Oh. App. 691 , Lons> 
dah (Lord) v. Church (1788). 2 Term Rop. 388, must b6 considered overruled. 

(j) M" Clare v. Dunkin (1801), 1 East, 436. 

(k) Knipt V. Blair, [1900] 1 I. R. 372. 

£0 Francis v. Wilson (1824), 1 Ry, & M. 105- 
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193 . Wbele an action is brought on any bond containing a 
conditito rtHabing it void on the payment of n lenser sum, the 
payment of the principal and interest due by the condition, though 
not strictly in accordance therewith, may be pleaded as effectually 
as if the payment had been according to the condition (? 7 i) ; and 
if at any time pending any such action the defendant brings into 
court the amount of t)ie principal and interest due and costs, the 
money so brought in must bo taken iji full satisfaction (w). The 
effect of these ])rovisions is that, in tlio ('iise of a money bond witl* 
a ijenalty, no sum can be recovered in excess of tlio piinciiial and 
interest payable aenu'ding to Ibe condilion (n). 

194 . In an action on a bond conditioned for tlie pei’fomiance of 
a covenant or agreement in any indenture, deed, or writing, the 
plaintiff inust(p) assign a breacli, or as many breaches as he thinks 
lit, of tlio condition ; and though he is entitled, on proving a breach 
of the condition, to judgment for the full amount of tlio penalty fixed 
by the bond, he can only actually recover by execution the amount 
of the damages sustained by the breach or breaclies assigned (<7), the 
judgment remaining in force as security for sueJi damages as may be 
sustained by any further breach (r). 

The amount actually recoverable under any bond within this 
enactment is therefore limited to the clanuiges, not exceeding the 
penalty (a), sustained by the iion-performance of the condition (1). 

195 . The only bonds within the statute of Anne are bonds condi- 
tioned for the payment of a lesser sum at a specified time. Bonds 
conditioned for the payment of a specified sum by instalments (a), or 
for payment of an annuity Ov), are within tlie statute of William IIL, 
and not within the statute of Anne, and on default in payment of 
an instalment breaclies must accordingly be assigned. A jyost obit 
bond, when the money becomes payable, is within the statute of 
Anne (a;). A bond conditioned for the payment of a principal sum 
at a future date, with interest payable periodically in the meantime, 
is within the statute of William IIL until the principal sum has 
become jiayable, and if an action is brought before that time on 
default in payment of interest, breaches must be assigned (a ) ; but 


(m) Stat. 4 A; 6 Anne, c. 16, s. 12. Part payment may also be pleaded 
(JIi4^ba7id V. Duvia (1851), 10 0. B. 645). 
fw) Stat. 4 & 6 Anne, c. 16, s. 13. 

(o) See England v. Wataon (1842), 9 M. & W. 333, 

(p) Stat 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 11, s. 8. Though the word “ may ” is used in the 
statute, it is compulsory {Ihlea v. Roaewelt (1794), 5 Term 638 ; Friar v. 
6/m/ (1850), 15 Q. B. 89L 910; Walcot v. Ooulding (1799), 8 Term Eep. 126). 
But it is not necessary in any ease for the Crown to assign breaches (/if. v. 

(1826), 1 Y. & J. 169, 171). 
to) Hardy v. Bern (1794), 0 Term Bep. 636. 

(r) Judd V, Evam (1795), 6 Term Eep. 399. See p. 102, pwt 
Mackworth v. Thomaa (1800), 5 Ves. 329. 
h) Bai^ V. $upra ; Harrap v. Armitage (1823), 12 Price, 441. 

(tt) Wdloughhy v. Swinim (1806), 6 East, 550; Murray ▼, Stair (EarT) 
(1823), 2 B. & C. 8^ 90; Prtatmi v. Dania (1872), L. E. 8 Exch. 19. 

(itf) OoUim V- Oemna (1759), 2 Burr. 820 ; Wtdeot v. Qoulding^ aupra Mack* 
Uforth V. Thioma9i aupra. 

(x) SmUh V. Bondlim), 10 Bing. 125, at p. 132. 

(ai Whedhauaitr. (1858), 3 IL AN. 291 (there ia no power in euoh 
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after the date fixed for payment of the principal the statute of 
Anne applies, and it is not necessary to assign breiaches (^>)t Operation 

An arbitration bond conditioned for the performance of the 9 Wid 
award is within the statute of William III., and breaches must be Incid^s. 
assigned, though the damages may be ascertained by the award (c). 

And where a bond was conditioned for the payment of a sum 
certain, but by a deed of the same date it was agreed that the 
obligee should be entitled to enter up judgment when he thought 
fit, it was held that the bond was substantially for performance of 
an agreement, and that breaches must be assigned (rf). 

196. When a bond is conditioned for the payment of a lesser sum When agree- 
of money, interest is recoverable though not expressly reserved, an 
agreement for payment of interest being implied ; and if no date implied, 
for payment is specified, interest runs from the date of the bond (e). 

But this implication only arises in the case of a penalty bond, that 
is, where the sum named in the obligatory part is in excess of that 
named in the condition. A bond in a specified sum conditioned 
for the payment of the same sum, without interest being mentioned, 
is, in effect, a single bond, and the amount recoverable is the prin- 
cipal sum without interest (/). 

197. Neither the statute of Anne nor the statute of William III. Penalty bond? 
has any application to bonds in which the sum named in the obli- ^he^tetutes 
gatory part is not in the nature of a penalty. 

Where a bond is conditioned for the payment of a sum of money instalments, 
by stated instalments, and it is provided that in default of payment 
of any one instalment the whole sum remaining unpaid shall become 
payable, the acceleration of the payment of the remaining instal- 
ments is not a penalty, and on default in respect of any in- 
stalment the entire sum may be claimed (c/). 

And if a creditor agrees to accept part payment of a debt in full Agreement to 
discharge, and takes a bond for payment of the full amount accept part 
conditioned to be void on part payment, whetlier in one sum 
or by instalments, tbe full amount of the debt can be claimed 
in the event of a breach of the condition, though only in respect 
of one instalment, the amount in the obligatory part not being a 
penalty, but tbe sum actually due {h). 

a case to stay piococM lings on paymout of the interest duo and costs, the 
plniutifE being entitled to judgment for tho penalty as security for tbe debt 
under tbe statute of AVilliaiii 111.); JJodtjkiimon v. Wyatt (1848), 1 1)ow. & Tj. 668 ; 
f/7eidv. /oWw (1795), (JTeimllep. 699 ; (A. ‘ 


{c)^W€kh V. hfland (1805), 6 East, 613. 

(a) Hurst V. thnninys (1826), 5 b. 0. 650. 

(<?) Rf. Dixon, [1900] 2 Oh. 561 , ( ^ A. ; Farquhar v. Morris (1797), 7 Term Kep, 




( Hoyan v. Daye (1798), 1 Bos. & P. 337. 

(q) ProUdor Loan Vo. v. Hrictr (1880), 5 U. B lb 592, (b A. ; TFalNnyford v. 
Mutual Bvciefy (1880), 5 App. CVs. 686. ^ 

(7i) Re Ntil, Ex parte Burden (l’3':Jl), 16 Oh, D, 675 Thompson v. Rtahtn\ 
(1869), L. B. 4 H. L. 1, 
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So, if a bond is conditioned for the payment of a prin^al flum 
at a future day, and interest at stated periods in 
time, the principal to become payable immediately in defaulf^of 
the regular payment of interest, the acceleration in the time for 
payment of the principal is not in the nature of a penalty, and 
on a breach in respect of the payment of interest the whole 
sum due for principal and interest may be recovered (i). 

198 . Where a bond is conditioned for the performance of an act 
or acts other than the payment of money, the question whether 
the sum named in the obligatory part is to be deemed a penalty 
or liquidated damages depends on the circumstances of the 
particular case and the presumed intention of the parties (fc). 
Where it is in the nature of liquidated damages, the statute of 
William III. docs not apply, and on breach of the condition the 
sum named in the obligatory part is recoverable (Z). The principles 
by which the courts are guided in determining whether the 
amount agreed to be paid on a breach is a penalty or liquidated 
damages are discussed in detail in another part of this work (7Nt). The 
following is a very brief summary of some of the leading rules : — 

( 1 ) The fact that the sum is descril)ed as a penalty or as 
liquidated damages is not conclusive. Indeed, it is almost 
immaterial (v). 

( 2 ) Where the condition depends upon the performance of one 
act or the happening of one event only, and the sum in which the 
obligor is bound is not largely in excess of the possible damage 
which may be sustained by the breach, it is primd facie liquidated 
damages (o). 

(3) Where the amount of the damage sustained by breach of the 
condition must necessarily be small in proportion to the sum in 
which the obligor is bound, the sum is a penalty (p). 

(4) Where the condition is for the performance of several acts, 
or happening of several events, some of which are of serious and 
others of trifling or less serious importance, the sum in the 
obligatory part of the bond is a penalty ( 7 ). 


(«) Gmid V. Empire Printing and Puhluhing Lid. (1888), <52 J. P. 438. 

{k) Wallis V. Smith (1882), 21 Ch. D. 243 ; WilUon v. Love, [1896] 1 Q. B. 626, 
C A 

(/) Strickland v, Williams, [1899] 1 Q. B. 3.S‘J, (\ A. 

(w) See title Damages. 

(w) Kemhle V. Farren (1829), 6 Bing. 141; Re White and Arthur (1901), 84 
L. T. 594 ; Wallis v. Smith, supra ; Willson v. Love, supra ; Law v. Redditch Local 
Board, [1892] 1 Q. B. lf!7, C. A. ; Vlydebanfc Engineei'ing and Shiphuilding Co. v. 
Yzquierdo y (lastanedaiJJon Jvse Ramos), [1905] A. C. 6, per Lord Halsbitkt, at 
p. 9 ; Public Works Commisaioftiers v. IJUl, [1906] A. 0. 368, Lord Dunedin, at 
p. 375. But see Diestal y, Stevenson, [1906] 2 K. i3. 345, per Kennedy, J,,at p. 360. 

( 0 ) Strickland y. Williams, supra, where the condition was obedience to an 
knunction to i^ain from trespassing on the obligee's land, and the sum in 
which the obligor wm hound was £100 ; Law v. Redditch Local Board, supra; 
Cly^hankj EngpmTM& <ind 81 ii 2 >huilding Co. v. Yzguierdo y Castaneda {Tktn Jose 
Ramos), supra; v. Kinnier (186^, 4 Exch. 776. 

(p) Wduis V. Smiths supra; Law v. Redditch Local Boards supra; Willson v. 
Love, supra; Eiphinstone (Lord) y, Mmkland Iron and Coal Co. ( 1886 ), U 
App. Oaa. 332. 

(7) Eiphinstone (Wd) v. Afmddand Iron and Coal Co., supra; Willson ▼, Love, 
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^ ^ Seci. 7. — Assignment. 

obligation created by a bond being a legal chose in 
action, any absolute assignment thereof not purporting to be by 
way of charge only, of which express notice in writing is given 
to the obligor, is effectual (subject to all equities which would 
have been entitled to priority over the right of the assignor (?*) ) to 
transfer the legal right thereto, and all remedies for tlie same, 
as from the date of the notice («j. 

In equity the obligation may be assigned by a verbal agreement 
for valuable consideration, subject to all equities existing at the 
time of notice of the assignment being given to the obligor (i). 

Although, as a general rule, the assignee of a bond takes 
subject to all equities, and acquires no better right than the assignor, 
the obligor may be estopped by his conduct from denying the 
validity of the bond as against an assignee for value without notice, 
or from setting up other defences which would have been 
available against the assignor (76). 

Sect. 8. — Discharge of the Obligation. 

200 . The obligation of a bond may be discharged in any one of 
six ways : — 

(1) By due performance of the condition, or, in certain cases, by 
performance thereof becoming impossible (a). 

(2) By payment, after breach of the condition, of the amount 
recoverable, in the case of a bond within the statute of Anne (b). 

(8) By accord and satisfaction (c). Since the Judicature Acts an 
accord and satisfaction, though by parol, and whether before or 
after breach, may be pleaded to a claim on a bond (c). 

(4) By release or covenant not to sue (d). 


[1896] 1 Q. 13. 626,0. A. ; Wallis v. Smith (1882), 21 Ch, D. Kemhle v. 
Farren (1829), 6 Bing. 141 ; Law v. Redditch Local Board, [1892] 1 Q. B. 127, 
C. A. 

(r) See Oraham v. Johnsori (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 36, where, the obligor being 
entitled, as against the obligee, to canoollatioii of the bond, it was held that an 
assignee for valuable consideration was in no better position and could not 
enforce the bond as against the obligor; Payne v. Mortimer (1859), 4 De G. & J. 
44 7. See also Qlasse v, Marshall (1845), 15 Sim. 71 ; Chambers v. Manchester 
and Milford Rail. Co. (1864), 6 B. & S. 588, p&r Blackburn, J., at p. 611 ; Re 
Cork and Youghal Rail. Co. (1869), 4 Oh. App. 748, per Lord IIatherley, at 
p. 760. 

(«) Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), s. 25 (6), And 
see Vertue v. East Anglian Railways Co. (1850), 5 Exch; 280, as to the transfer of 
bonds under the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 16). 

(<) For assigiiments generally, including equitable assignments, see title 
OnosEs IN Action. 

(u) Re South Essex Estuary Co., Ex parte Charley (1870), L. B. 11 Eq, 157 ; Re 
Hercules Insurance* Co., Brunton's Claim (1874), L. B. 19 Eq. 302, cases where 
companies were estopped from denying the validity of bond^iven by them in 
the hands of assignees for value without notice ; bickson v. Swansea Vale Rail. 
Qst. (1868), L. E. 4 Q. B, 44, See also Haiuker v. Halle well^Sd(i), 25 Jj. J, (CH.) 

See pp. 92, 93, ante. 

94, ante. 

See further, title Oontbaot. 

; and Major y. Major (1852), ll>rew. 165 ; 

H.L. 


558. 



fiKW. 7. 
As^limnent. 

Asafgnnieiili 
at law. 


lu equity. 


Estoppel as 

against 

assignee. 


Performance, 

Payment. 


Accord and 
satisfaction. 


Release. 



98 


Bonds. 


Sect, h, (6) By cancellation, by or ^vith the consent of the obligee, with 
Discharge the intention to cancel the bond (6'). But a cancellatioti by the 
of the obligor or a stranger without the consent of the obligee, or i" ean- 
Qfel igftti on. cellation by mistake or accident, without the intention of cancelling, 
Oancellatioii. will not affect the obligation (/). If, however, a bond is produced 
by the obligor in a cancelled state, it is presumed to have been 
cancelled nnimo cancellmidi by or with the consent of the obligee (< 3 f). 
Alteration. (6) By a material alteration .by the obligee after execution (h). 

An immaierial alteration will not affect the validity of the bond (i) ; 
nor will an alteration by the ol)ligor, because a person is not 
permitted to take advantage of his own wrong (/c). Alterations 
made before tlie bond is completely executed, with tlie assent of all 
the parties, do not affect its validity (/) ; and blanks may be filled up, 
even after execution, by consent of all the parties (/a). But if, after 
a bond is executed by some only of several obligors, a material 
alteration is made without their consent, they are discharged, 
though they may subsequently assent to the alteration and partly 
perform the condition of the bond (w). 

201. A bond given to two or more obligees jointly may be dis- 
more obligees, charged by a payment to (o), or accord and satisfaction with (p), any 
one of them ; and, in the absence of fraud (g), a release by one con- 
stitutes a good defence against them all (r), though it is otherwise 


Shore V. Shore (1S47), 2 Bh. 1578; Hodges v. Srnith (1099), Cro. Eliz. 623. But 
an intention to release is not sufllcient (Jorden v. Motiey (1804), 5 H. L. Oas. 
185 ; Me Holmes (1861), 5 ]j. T. 382). 

(e) 3 Brest. Abst. 103; Seaton v. Henson (1078), 2 Lev. 220. See further, 
title Deeds and other Insteuments. 

(/) Kx parte Smith (1843), 3 Mont. D. & De G. 378 ; Raper v, Birkhech (1812), 
15 East, 17; ll'dkntson v. Johnston (1824), 3 B. & 0. 428; Bolton v. Carlisle 
(Bishop) (1793), 2 ]T 3 \ 151. 259; Vanhoceu v. Oiesqne (170G), 4 Bro. Pari. Oas. 


(y) Alsayer v. Close (1842), 10 M. & ^Y. 676 ; and compare Be Dixon, [19001 2 
Ch. 661, 0. A. » L J 

(h) Migofs Case (1615), 11 Co. Rop. 26 b. See further, title Deeds and 
OTHER Instrum en'j s. 

(i) Sliep. Toucli. 69 ; Waugh v. Bussell (1814), 5 Taunt 707. 

(7r) Shep. Touch. 69. 



X , - — ‘"ft. in Ellesmere Brewery Co. V. Cooper, 

[1896] 1 Qi B. 75, a bond by the terms of which four' sureties jointly and 
severally bound themeelves, the liability of two of them being limited to £60 
each, and of the other two to £25 each, having been executed by three of them, 
the fourth, whose liability was limited to £50, executed it, adding to his sig- 
nature “ £25 only ” ; and the obligee ac(je])tcd the bond so executed without 
objection. It was held that the first three signatories were discharged by the 
alteration, aud that the fourth was also disohai-ged, because he had executed it 
as a joint and several, and not as a several, bond. 

(o) Fowelly. B^odhurst, [1901] 2 Ch. 164; Husband y. Davis 10 0. B. 

645 . 

V (f S40), 7 M. & W. 264. Compare Steeds y. Steeds (1889), 

22 Q. B. D. 637, 

Iq) Barker v. Richardsmi (1827), 1 Y. J. 362. 

(r) Wallace y, Kdsall, supra; Wilkinson v. Lindo (1840), 7 M, & W 81 • 
Wild V. (1840), 6 M. & W. 490; Jones and Matthews v, Herbert (1817) 

7 Taunt. 421 » \ 
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in &0 case of a covenant not to sue (s). In the case ef fraud, 
a release given by one of several joint obligees will in equity be 
ordered to be delivered up to be cancelled (t). And where the 
interests of the obligees are several, a bond, though joint in form, 
will be construed as a several bond (a), in which case an accord 
and satisfaction with, or release by, one or more, will not affect the 
rights of the others (b). But in the case of bonds executed after 
December 31, 1881, if the money is expressed to be owing to two or 
more on a joint account, it is deemed to remain money belonging 
to them on joint account as between them and the obligor, and the 
receipt in writing of the survivors or last survivor, or of the personal 
representatives of the last survivor, is, unless a contrary intention 
be expressed in the bond, a good discharge, notwithstanding notice 
of severance of the joint account (r), 

202. A release of one of two or more obligors jointly, and not 
severally, bound, operates as a release of all in equity as well as at 
law(d). The same rule applies in the case of a joint and several 
bond if the release is an absolute and formal release (e) ; but if it 
purports to be a release of the particular obligor only, or expressly 
reserves the right to sue the others, it will not operate to discharge 
them, unless their right of contribution is taken away or injuriously 
affected by the release (/). 

A covenant not to sue one or some of two or more joint, or joint 
and several, obligors, does not operate to discharge the other or 
others (q). 

If the seal of one of two or more obligors bound jointly, or 
jointly and severally, is torn off, by or with the consent of the 
obligee, animo cancellandi, tlio bond is discharged as regards them 
all {h) ; but where they are bound severally only, the destraction of 
the seal of one or some of them does not affect the liability of the 
others (i). 

Sect. 0 . — Statute of Limitations, 

203. The remedy by action on a bond is barred after twenty 
years from the accrual of the right of action (/c), except in the case 


(;?) Wahnshy v. Cooper (1839), 11 Ad. & I’ll. 216. 

(<) Earlier v. Richardson (1827), 1 Y. & J. 302. 

(a) Haddon v. Ayers (1858), 1 E. & E. IIS; Withers v. A’/Vc/tam (1824), 3 
B. & 0. 254 ; Palmer v. Sparshoti (1842), 4 Man. & G. 137. 

(5) ^tecch V. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. B. I), 537, explained iu Powell v. BrodJiiirst, 
[lOOl] 2 Oh. 101. As to cancellation, see Kx parte Smith (1843), 3 Mont. D. & 
1)0 O. 378. 

(r;) Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Viet. c. 41), s. 61. 
(d) Norths, Wahejiidd (1849), 13 Q. B. 530; lie J/vdyson (1885), 31 Oh. L). 
177, 188, 0. A. 

(«) North V. WaJceJield, snpj'a ; Re Wulmershamen (1890), 02 L. T* 541 ; Bower 
V. Swadlin (1738), 1 Atk. 294. 

(/) TFf/rd V. National Bank of New Zealand (1883), 8 Ai)p. Oas. 756. 
ia) Hutton v. Eyre (1815), 6 Taunt. 289 ; Dean v. Newhall 8 Term Rep. 

168; Lacy v, Kynaston (1702), 12 Mod. Rep. 548, 551. 

(/i) Beaton v. Hewaon (1678), 2 fjev. 220; Eayly v. (larford (1041), March, 
125 ; ColUns v. Prosser (1823), 1 B. iK' C. 082. 

(?) Collins Y. Prosser, supra, 

(?S:) Civil Procedure Act, 1833 (3 4 Will. 4, c, 42), s. 3, See generally^ title 

Limitation ev Aotionb. 
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Sbct. 9. 
Statute of 
Limltationti. 

Extension of 
time. 


Aclcnowledg- 
ment or part 
payment. 


When time 
begins to rua 


Acknowledge 
ment to 
stranger. 


of a bond given by a mortgagor of land as collateral security for the 
mortgage debt, when the remedy by action on the bond is bariied at 
the same time as the remedy against the land, that is to say, after 
twelve years (1), 

If, however, at the time when the cause of action accrues, the 
person entitled to sue is an infant or person of unsound mind, he 
may sue within twenty years from the removal of the disability; 
and if at the time of the accrual of the cause of action the person 
liable to be sued is beyond the seas, he may be sued within twenty 
years after his return (??i). 

Moreover, if an acknowledgment is made either by writing signed 
by the person liable to be sued or his agent, or by part payment Oi) 
or part satisfaction on account of any principal or interest then 
due on the bond, the action may be brought for the amount remain- 
ing unpaid within twenty years after the acknowledgment, or in 
the case of infancy or unsoundness of mind on the part of the 
person entitled to sue, or absence beyond seas on the part of 
the person liable to be sued, then within twenty years after the 
disability has ceased or of the return from beyond the seas, as 
the case may be (o). 

204. In the case of a conditional bond, time does not begin to 
run for the purposes of tlie Statute of Limitations until breach of 
the condition (p) ; and where the condition is for payment of an 
annuity or of a principal sum hy instalments, or interest at stated 
times, or for the performance of several acts in succession, a new 
cause of action arises on each successive breach, unless it is provided 
that the whole sum shall become due on default in payment of 
interest or of any one instalment, as the case may be ; and an 
action may be brought in respect of such of the sums as accrued 
due, or such of the acts as ought to have been performed, within 
the twenty years preceding the commencement of the proceedings, 
though more than twenty years may have elapsed since the first or 
any other breach of the condition (y). 

205. It is not necessary, to interrupt or prevent the operation of 
the statute, that the acknowledgment should be made to the obligee 
or his agent. It is sufficient if made to a stranger (r). And an 


(/) ^earnude v. I'lint (1883), 22 Ch. D. 679. This is not so, however, where 
the bond is riven, not by the mortgapior, but by a surety, when the longer period 
applies [lie Vowers (188.5), 30 Oh. I). 291, 0. A.). Moreover, such a bond lemoins 
enforceable so long as the inort{*age debt is kept alive (ihiil. ; and compare He 
Friibii (1889), 43 Oh. D. 106, 0. A.). See further, titles MouTOAGE : LlMia'ATlon 
OF Actions. 

(i») Civil Procedure Act, 18.33 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 42), s. 4, as amended by 
Msmsantile Law Amendment Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 97), s. 10. 

(»1 See Re Diam, [1900] 2 Oh. 501 , 0. A. ; A moa v. Smith (1862), 1 H. & 0. 238 

(o) Cml Procedure Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Wm. 4, c. 42), s. 5, as amended by 
MercannleLaw.Ameindmeht Act, 1866 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 97), s. 10, 

(p) Sa«*r* V. Coward (1846), 16 M. & W. 48 ; Re IHxm, inpra. 

JP 18 a B, 693; Blair v, (h-mmij (1861), 17 Q. B. 

423 ; lie Diaxm, etipra ; Anw V. Smith, supra. . 

8 Bristme (1833), 
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acknowledgment made after the expiration of the twenty years will 
operate to revive the obligation (s). , Statute of 

206. Where an action is brought in England on a bond executed ^ 

abroad, the question whether or not the remedy is barred by the Conflict of 
operation of a statute of limitations is governed by English law, and 
not the law of the place where the bond was executed (t). 


Sect, 10. — Lost Bonds. 

207. An action maybe brought on a lost bond, and the obligation Action on lost 
enforced, subject to a proper indemnity being given to the defendant, 

to the satisfaction of the Court (a). 

Sect. 11. — Actions on Bonds. 

208. Where the sum named in the obligatory part of a bond is Where claim 

not in the nature of a penalty, as in the case of a single bond, or a V 

bond for payment of a certain sum conditioned for payment of the ^ 

same sum by instalments the whole to become due on default in 

respect of any instalment, or a bond for payment of a sum by way 
of liquidated damages conditioned for the performance of an act in 
default of which the damages are payable, the claim for the 
amount of the obligation may be specially indorsed on the writ and 
proceedings for summary judgment bo taken (b). 

In an action also, on a common money bond to which the statute Money bonds 
of Anne is applicable (c), the claim may be specially indorsed (d). statute 
The usual and proper course is to indorse the writ with a claim for ^ 
the actual sum recoverable, that is to say, the sum named in the 
condition with interest, if the penalty is not exceeded thereby, or for 
the amount of the penalty if it is less than the amount of principal 
and interest ; but where a writ was specially indorsed with a claim 
for the penalty, it was held that the indorsement was not invalid, 
and that judgment might be given for the sum actually due for 
principal and interest (c). 

209. In the case of bonds within the statute of William IIL (/), Bonds within 
the writ cannot be specially indorsed (g). The plaintiff may indorse 

it generally either for the amount of the penalty, or as for a claim ***“ ' 

“ upon a bond conditioned ” etc., setting out the terms of the 


(«) Moodie v. Bannister (1859), 28 L. J. (cm) 881. 

(i) Alliance Bank of Simla v. Carey (1880), 5 0. P. I). 429. Seo generally, 
title Conflict of Laws. 

(tt) See Atkinsm v. Leonard (1791), 3 I3ro. Ch. Eep. 218; East India Co. v. 
Boddam (1804), 9 Ves. 4(H. 

(5) Le.y under R. S. 0., Ord. 14 ; see iUd.^ Ord. 3, r. C; Sti'icUand v. 
WilHams, [1899] I Q. R. 382, 0. A. ; Goad v. Empire Printing and Puhliehing 
Co., Ltd. (1888), 52 J. P. 438 ; and see pp. 93 et wy., ante. See farther, title 
Fbaotigeand Peocedtoe. 

(c) See pp. 93, 94, ante. 

id) Oerrard v. Clowes, [1892] 2 Q. B. 11 ; Re Dixori, [1900] 2 Ch. 0. A. 
\e) U^ard v* Clowes, supra. 

If) See pp. 94, 95, ante. 

(jf) Tuther v. Caralampi (1888), 21 Q. B. D, 414 (a bond in a penalty of 
JC500 conditioned for payment of an annuity two instalmenta of which were 
unpaid}. 
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condition^ It is a common course simply to claim damages for the 
breach of the condition. 

If the defendant fails to appear, the plaintiff may at once assign 
breaches by delivering a suggestion thereof to the defendant or his 
solicitor, and obtain judgment for the amount of the penalty on 
proof of service of the writ and default of appearance Qi). He may 
not, however, issue execution on the judgment, but must issue a 
writ of inquiry for the assessment of the damages for the breaches 
assigned, and execution may only issue for the amount of the 
damages (i). 

If the defendant enters an appearance, and pleadings are ordered, 
the statement of claim must assign the breaches of the condition, 
and damages for them will be assessed ; and though, on proving 
the breach or breaches, judgment will be given for the penalty, 
execution can only issue for the amount of the damages (?). 

Payment into court by the defendant is admissible to particular 
breaches only, and not to the wliole action (j). 

The judgment for the penalty remains in force as a security for such 
damages as may be sustained by further breaches, upon which the 
plaintiff may have a scire facias (/»:), suggesting the further breaches, 
to show cause why execution should not issue for the damages, to 
be ascertained by a writ of inquiry (/),. or the damages may be 
recovered by an action on the judgment in respect of the further 
breaches. 

210 . In an action on a bond given to two or more jointly, all the 
obligees should be joined as plaintiffs Similarly where two 
or more are jointly, and not severally, bound, they should all be 
joined as defendants (n). A judgment, though unsatisfied, against 
one or some of several joint obligors, who are not also bound 


(7i) B.. S. 0., Ord. 13, r. 14. For foiTn of suggostion of breaches, see Chitty’s 
Kiug’s Bench Forms, 13th od., p. 049. 

(?) Tuther V. Caralampi (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 414; Welch v. Ireland (1805), 6 
East, 613 (bond conditioned for performance of an award) ; 8 & 9 Will. «3, c. 11, 
8. 8; Civil rrocoduie Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, o. 42), s. 16. 

(/) R. S.'C., Ord. 22, r. 1 ; Freston v. Dania (1872), L. R. 8 Exch. 19 (bond 
conditioned for payment of a lesser sum by instalments). 

{k) As to scire facias, see title CaowN Piiaottce. For form of suggestion of 
further breaches, see Chitty’s King’s Bench Forms, 13th ed., p. 654. 

(/) Stat. 8 & 9 Will. 3, c. 11, s. 8; Judd v. Evans (1796), 6 Term Rep. 399. 
The mode of procodnro by means of a scire facias does not appear to have been 
abolished; see Chitty’s Archbold’s Practice, 14th ed., p. 12S6; Jjiiulley on 
Comj)aiiios, 6th ed., p. 409; Yearly Practice, 1908, p. 102. Possibly leave to 
proceed on the judgnioni (jonld now be obtained on a summons in the original 
action. 

(m) Hoplansoii v. Jee (1845). 6Q. B. 901 ; Keiijhllej/v, Watson (1849), 3 Exch. 
716; B S. 0., Old. 11, r. 6. But if tlie intevost of the obligees is several, one 
may sue without the other or otluu-s illaddon v. Ayers (1858), 1 E, & E. 118: 
Palmer v. MoJlet (1887), 36 Ch. J). 4 11 ). 

(«) See B. S. 0., Ord. 16, r. 11, as to the effect of non -joinder. An obligor is 
enticed as right to have co-obligors liable jointly, and not severally, with hiin 
joined as co-defendants (Pilley y. Robinson (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 155 ; Kendall v. 
Jlamiltm (1879), 4 App. Oas. 504). In White v. Jfancock (1846), 2 0. B. 8.30, it 
was held that wliere the obligor was expressed to be bound to the obligee in a 
certain sum to be pw.d to the obligee or a third person, the obligee was entitled 
to sue without notacmg the third person. 
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severally, is a I^ar to any proceedings against the other or othere (a) ; ii. 

except where the judgment is entered in default of appeatauce ( p) , Actions on 
or in default of delivery of defence (q), or where it is given against • Bonds, 
one or more of the defendants who are refused leave to defend, 
which is granted to the others (i ). In the case of a joint and several 
hot)d, the obligee may sue any one or more of the obligors at his 
option (s), and an unsatisfied judgment against some of them is no 
bar to subsequent proceedings against the others (t). 


Sect. 12. — Stamp Duties. 


211 . The stamp duties on bond.s are as follows (m):— 

(1) Bond (a) (other than a marketable security 
specially charged (h)) : — 

(a) Being the only, or principal, or primary security for the 
payment or repayment of money : — 

Not exceeding i'lO 

Exceeding £10 and not exceeding £25 . 


Stamp duties, 
otherwise Money bonds 


£25 

£50 

£100 

£150 

£200 

£250 


£50 . 
£ 100 . 
£150. 
£ 200 . 
£250. 
£800. 


„ £300, for every £100 and also for any frac- 

tional part of £100 of the amount secured 


0 

0 

1 

‘2 

3 

5 

(> 

7 


d, 

3 

8 

3 

G 

9 

0 

3 

6 


2 G 


(h) Being a collateral, or auxiliary, or additional, or substituted 
security, or by way of further assurance for the payment or repay- 
ment of money, where the princi 2 :)al or primary security is duly 
stamped ; — 

For every £100 and also for any fractional part of £100 of the 

amount secured G(/. 

But not in any case exceeding a duty of IO 5 . (c). 

(c) Transfer, assignment, or disposition of any such bond, or of any 
inoriey or stock secured thereby; — 

For every £100 and also for any fractional part of £100 of the 


(6) Kmy V. lloare (1844), 13 M. & W. *194; Kendall v. Hamilton (1879), 4 
App. Gas. 504, 

fp) Pirn V. Coyle, [1903] 2 I. E. 457. 

(q) Weall V. James (1893), 68 L. T. 515, C. A,; Francis Waltm & Co. v. 
Topaksyan, Kevorkian, and Marler (1905), 53 W. E. 657, 0. A. 

(r) E. S. C., Ord. 14, r. 5. 

(fl) E. S. C., Ord. IG, r. G. 

(0 Lechmere v. Fletcher (1833), 1 Or. & M. 623. 

(w) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Viet, c. 39), Sched. I. As to the penalties for 
not Btamping or for delay in stamping, and the persons liable, see ibid., s. 15, 
and title EBVENtTB. 

(a) Including a bond, accompanied with a deposit of title-deeds, for making a 
mortgage or other security on property therein comprised, ^nd a bond for. 
making redeemable any disposition apparently absolute, but intendfil only as a 
security (ifcid,, s. 86 (1) (e), (d) ). 

(5) As to bonds wnich are marketable securities, see titles Companies; 
Beyenue. 

(c) Eevenue Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 46), s. 7. 
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Sect. 12. ainc^unt transferrctJ, assigned, or disponed, exclusive of interest 

Stamp which is not in arrear Gd* 

Duties. j where any further money is added to the money already 

secured, the same duty as a principal security for such further 
money. 

(d) Release, discliai'ge, surrender, or renunciation of any such bond, 
or of the benefit thereof, or of the money thereby secured : — 

For every £100 and also for any fractional part of £100 of 
the total amount or value of the money at any time 

secured 6d. 

The “amount socured’* does not, in the case of a money bond 
with a penalty, mean the amount of the penalty, but the amount 
payable under the condition in order to avoid the bond, and it does 
not include interest, unless the interest is capitalised (rf). 

Annuity (‘2) Bond in relation to any annuity upon the original creation 

bonds. anfl gale thereof (c) : — 

The same ad valorem duty on the amount or value of the 
consideration for ilie sale as upon a conveyance or transfer on 
sale of any property (/). 

Bond — (a) Being the only, or principal, or primary security for 
any annuity (except on the original creation thereof by way of sale 
or security, and exceiit a superannuation annuity), or for any sum 
or sums of money at stated periods, not being interest for any 
principal sura secured by a duly stamped instrument: — 

For a definite and certain period, so thab the total amount to be 
ultimately payable can be ascertained, the same ad valorem 
duty as a bond for such total amount. 

For life or any other indefinite period, for every £5 and also for 
any fractional part of £5 of the annuity or sum periodically 
payable {g). . . . . . . .2s. 6d. 

(b) Being a collateral, or auxiliary, or additional, or substituted 
security for any of such purposes when the principal or primary 
instrument is duly stanjped: — 

1711016 the total amount to be ultimately payable can be 
ascertained, for every £100 and also for any fractional part of 

£100 of such total amount Gd, 

In any other case, for every £5 and also for any fractional part 
of £5 of the annuity or sum periodically payable . Gd. 

- (c) Being a contract for payment of a sujierannuation annuity, 
that is to say, a deferred annuity secured to any person in con- 
sideration of annual premiums payable until the annuitant attains 
a specified age, and so as to commence on his attaining that age : — 
For every £5 and also for any fractional part of £6 of the 

annuity Gd. 

SsciBe or (8) Bond given pursuant to the directions of any Act, or of the 
Cdrainissioners of Inland Revenue or Commissioners of Customs, 

DonoB* ■ 

(d) Bee Btamp Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Viet. o. 89), s. 86; and pp. 93, 94. anU. 
re) lUd.t s. 60, Sched. 1, 

(/) See title Sale of Land. 

(^) As to the meaning of mm pedodicnlly payable/* see Clifford v. Com 
Mis4i»iers of Inland Jkvenue, [lS96j 2 Q. B. 187 ; Lewh v. O&mmmiontra oj 
Inhnid {1898F2 B, 
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or any of their officers, for or in resj)ect of any of the duties of Shot, 12, 
excise or customs, or for preventing frauds or evasions tfiereof, or Stamp 
for any other matter or thing relating thereto: — ^ D irttas . 

Where the penalty of the bond does not exceed £150, the same 
ad valorem duty as a bond for the amount of the penalty. 

In any other case 5s. 

Exemptions. — (a) Any bond given upon, or in relation to, the 
receiving or obtaining, or for entitling any person to receive or 
obtain, any drawback of any excise or customs duty for or in 
' respect of exported poods, wares, or merchandise. 

(b) Any bond with reierenee to the exportation of coal or carriage 
of coal coastwise for the purpose of the security required by 
8. 104 of the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876 (/t), or fciched. IV. 
to the Finance Act, 1901 (t). 

(4) Bond on obtaining letters of administration. Ss. Adminlstra- 

Exemptions. — (a) Bond given by the widow, child, fatlier, mother, bonds. 

brother, or sister of any common seaman, marine, or soldier 
dying in the King’s service. 

(b) Bond given by any person where the estate to be administered 
does not exceed £100 in value. 

(5) Bond of any other kind whatsoever: — Fidelity 

Where the amount limited to be recoverable does not exceed bonds etc. 

£300, the same ad valorem duty as a bond for the amount 
limited. 

In any other case 10.?. 


, 39 & 40 Viet. c. 36. 
i) 1 Edw. 7, 0. 7 ; see Eevonue Act, 19C3 (3 Bdw. 7, o. 46), s. 6. 
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Quarries. 

„ Easements and Profits 

A Prendre. 

,, Waters and Water- 

courses. 
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,, Railways and Canals. 
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,, Wills. 

Local Government. 

„ Metropolis. 


Part I. — Delimitation of Boundaries. 

Sect. 1. — In GeneraL 

212, A boundary is an imaginary line (a) which marks the con- 
fines or line of division of two contiguous estates (t). The term is 
also used to denote the physical objects by reference to which the 
line of division is described as well as the line of division itself. 
In this sense boundaries have been divided into natural and 
artificial, according to whether such physical objects have or have 
not been erected by the agency of man (c). 

213. Boundaries are not necessarily confined to the surface 
where the ownership of the surface and minerals is severed. But 
where no such severance has taken place, the surface boundary 
probably carries with it the right to the column of air over the land 


{a) A,~G. V. Chambers^ A,-0. v. Rees (1869), 4 De G. & J. 65, 85: WiBhari 
V. (1853), 1 Macq. 389. 

An ancient market may exist without metes and bounds (OinaeUy, 8tej)netf 
Council, [1908] 1 K. B. 115, C. A.). ^ ^ 

See Maekeuvi^ Y. Rankes (1878), 3 App. Gas. 1324, 1339. As illujj-r 
tratioi^ of natural or physical objects forming or locating boundaries, the 
following nmy be mentioned: — waters {Scratton v. Brown (1823), 4 B, ^ 0^ 
485 ; Bickeltv, Morris (1866), L. R, 1 Sc. & Div, 47 ; Halford v. BoRev (1849). 
13 Q* B. 426) ; the sea-shore {A,-0. v. Chambers (18^), 4 De Q. & G* 206) ; 
faults intersecting mines where the property consists of a mine {Da/nU v. Shepherd 
(1866), 1 Oh. App. 410); fences (Woolrych on Pences, p. 281): paii;Y«wailfl 
\MaXts y, Hu/wkim (1813), 5 Taunt. 20; t. Porter (1828), 8 B. dk of 267), 



Part I— Delimitation of BotTNOAiiiEs. 


10 $ 


Up to the sky (i/), and certainly the soil to the centre of the^^earth (e), 
on the principle Cujus est solum, (jus est usque ad ccelum et ad 
inferos (/). 

214, Whether a boundary is, or is not, included in property 
which it is described as bounding depends upon the particular 
circumstances of each case. Thus, in the case of adjoining pro- 
perties bounded by a hedge and ditch there is no inaccuracy in 
describing either property as so bounded, though the boundary may 
be wholly included in one and excluded from the other {g). So, 
too, in the case of land bounded by a highway, private way, or 
river, a line drawn along the middle of the liigliway, private way, or 
river, is as a rule the boundary (/t), provided that tlie grantor at the 
time of the grant owned to the centre, and there is nothing to show 
a contrary intention (i). But where the iiature of the object named 
as a boundary a house or land) is such tliat an independent 
title thereto would in the natural course of eveiits bo made, the 
boundary object is excluded from the subject-matter of the grant (j). 

216. Boundaries are fixed either (1) by proved acts of the respec- 
tive owners, or (‘2) J^y statutes or by orders of the authorities 
having jurisdiction, or (3), in the absence of such acts, statutes, 
or orders, by legal presumption. 

Sect. 2. — Boundaries fixed hy Acts of the Parties. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — By Agreernent, 

216. Boundaries may be fixed by an agreement (k) made between 
two or more adjacent owners where their boundaries have become 
lost or confused. Such an agreement need not be in writing®, 
and, d fortiori, need not be by deed ; for, if it be fairly made, the 
boundaries so settled will be presumed to be the true and ancient 
limits (m), and therefore the agreement is not a conveyance, nor is 

(d) Curh'tt V. Hitl (1870), L. E. 9 Eq. 071. This projjosition has been doubted 
(F'kke^'hiq v. lUdd (ISlii), 4 Camp. 219, i)ir Lord Ellenboiiouou, at p. 22m ; 
biitseo Wandaiuorth Board of Works v. United Telephone Co, (1884), 13 Q, B, D. 
904, 0. A., p&r Bowen, L. J., at p. 919, where he said that he would be very loath 
to depart from it. 

(c) Devonshire (Duke) v. Pattinson (1887), 20 Q, B. D. 2G3, C. A., per Far, 
L. J., at p. 273 ; Corbett v. Hill, supra, 

( /*) Solomon v. Vintners' Co, (1859), 4 H. & N. 585, per Pollock, O.B., at 

p. 600. 

ig) Be Belfast Dock Act (1867), 1 I. R. Eq. 128, MO. 

(h) Lord V. Sydney Commissioners (1859), 12 Moo. P, C. 0. 473, 497, See 
also pp. V^O, 122, post. 

{i) Micklethivait v. Newlay Bridge Co, (1886), 33 Ch. D, 13.3, 145, 0. A. ; Re 
White's Charities, [1898] 1 Oh. 659. For exceptions to the rule, see Ecroyd v. 
Goulthard, [1898] 2 Ch. 368, C. A. ; and pp, 121 et seg., post. 

{fj Lord V. Sydney Cimmissioners, supra, at p. 497 ; and eee the American 
case Bo^fM ^i^'hardson (1866), 13 Allen (Mass.), 146, at p. 154. 

(k) For form of agi’eemeut to settle boundaries, see Enoyoloptedia of Forms 
atid Preoedents, Vol. II., p. 443. For (questions of misdescriptisu of^undaries 
in agreements for the sale pf land, see title Sale ojf Land. 

m Bee BtShmngi&av. Galtnmd), 7F. (Ct. of Sess.) 706, where the mutual 
boundary was adjusted by yeroal agreement between the adjoining owners and 
marked by a line of trees planted at their, joint expense. 

(m) Pmn t. Baltimore {lord) (1750), 1 Ves. Spn. 444, 446, 


Sect. 1. 
In General. 

How far 
boundary 
included ' 
property 
bounded. 


Modes of 

fixing 

boundaries. 


Mere agree- 
ment 
sufficient. 
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fiacT. 3. it an agreement for the alienation of land so as to come ^Yithin the 
Bonndaries provisiods of the Htatute of Frauds (n). Moreover, the settlement 
fixed by » of boundaries is a mutual consideration sufficient to support a 
Actftofthe contract not under seal, even where the land is situate out of the 
Farties. jurisdiction (o). 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — By Assurance, 


Description in 217. Boundaries may, and of course should, be fixed by the deed 
deed of QY deeds conveying one or both of the properties concerned. It is 

conveyance, ^j^vays a question for the jury whether a parcel of land is contained 

ill tlie description of ibo land conveyed by deed or not (o). In 
a conveyance of land it should bo described with the utmost 
accuracy (p), and it is the duty of the grantor to see that this is 
done, the rule being that the grant sliall be construed most strongly 
against the grantor, except wliere the grantor is the Crown (q). 

Mode of The property may be described in any way sufficient to identify 

description. it( 7 *), but the iDCst method is by area, parish, and county, and, if 
they can be staled, by welhmarked boundaries such as highways 
and rivers, or, if not, by stating the names of adjacent owners 
coupled with reference to a plan for the purposes of better identifi- 
cation. It is, however, unsafe to rely exclusively upon a plan, the 
lines on which are to be taken as a true descri 2 :)tion of the 
boundaries of the property convoyed just as if they were contained 
in the body of the deed(s); for the person who prepares the plan 
may easily make a mistake, which might be irreparable and would 
at all events necessitate either another deed or judicial rectification. 


Effect of 218. Inaccuracy in a statement of dimensions or in a plan does 

inaccuracy. vitiate or affect a sufficiently certain definition of the land 

conveyed, except where the dimensions are an essential part 
of the description or definition, and not merely a cumulative 
description {t). 

Remedies for Where by a mistake common to both parties a piece of land 
inaccuracy. not intended to be comprised in the conveyance is delineated 
on the plan annexed to the conveyance as being part of the property 
intended to be conveyed, the conveyance will be rectified (t^) ; but 
if the mistake be unilateral the remedy is not rectification, but 
rescission ; and in order to get rescission fraud or misrepresentation 
amounting to fraud must be proved (iv). 


(w) 29 Car. 2, c. .'3, b. 4. 

(o) Penn v. Baltimore (Lord) (1750), 1 Ves. Sen. 444, See title Deeds and 
OTUE ll InSTBUMENTS. 

(jo) As to the admissibility of extriusic evidence in cases of ambiguously 
described boundaries, see p. 139, 

(if) Mellor V. Wahnesleyy [1905] 2 Cb. 164, 0. A. See title Deeds and other 
Instruments. 

fr) Doe d. Rohertt v. Parry (1844), 13 M. & W. 366. 

{») LyU V. Bichard* ^1866), L. 11. 1 II. L. 222 ; Llewellyn y, Jersey (Earl) 
(1843), n M. &W. 183. ^ 

(t) Walmtsley, supra, atp. 174. 

(u) Harris v. PepperS (1867), L. B. 6 Eq. 1, as expIaiDad in May v. Plodt, 
[1800] 1 Oh. 616, par PaKWEU., J., at p. 623. 

(w) May V. Platt, supra ; Okill v. ^itiaker (1847), 2 Ph. 338. See titles 

MlSBEI'nBSSNTATIOir AH9 PnAVD ; MTOTAglt , 
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If an ordnance officer makes a mistake in drawing a map which Sidot. 2, 

is the principal demonstration of the property comprised in a Boundaries 

conveyance made under the direction of the court, and the grantee fixed to 

knows that the mistake has been made, and that the deed is Acts oithe 

expressed to convey more than either of the parties intends, the Parties* 

court may order the deed to be rectified and the grantee to pay the Mistake 

costs of the rectification (a). known to 

grantee. 


Sub-Sect. 3. — By TJuduturhed Possession. 


219 . The right to boundaries fixed by agreement or assurance Statutes of 
may be lost, and a new boundary may be acquired under the Statutes 
of Limitation (6), by twelve years* undisturbed possession of the 
land falling between the old and the new boundaries. Thus, where 
the owner of a hedge and a ditch beyond it has covered in the ditch, 
and the adjoining owner has erected buildings and planted trees on 
the site of the ditch more than tw^elve years before action brought, 
the boundary will be the hedge, as the former owner of the ditch 
has discontinued the possession of its site by allowing these acts 
of adverse dominion ; and climbing over the hedge once or twice a 
year to clip it will not be evidence of the continued possession 
of the site of the ditch, but only of a rigJit in the nature of an 
easement (c). Similarly, filling up a ditch and sowing and 
cultivating the site of it together with the rest of the field will be 
a sufficient dispossession to bring the Statutes of Limitation into 
operation (df). 


220. In order that the statutes may operate, it is not sufficient Discon- 
to prove mere acts of ownership, that is to say, acts which an owner tinuance of 
might do. Actual possession on the part of the person claiming 
under the statute and dispossession on the part of the former owner 
must be proved, for this reason, that if discontinuance of possession 
on the part of the former owner has not been proved, his right to 
bring an action has never arisen, and the statute has never com- 
menced to run against him (e). Thus, where a field was bounded 
by a ditch which had become obliterated, and had been used for 
more than twenty years as part of the field, and where the owners 
of the field had always in their leases included the site of such 
ditch, but there was otherwise no adverse act committed against 
the owners of the ditch, who were road trustees, it was held that 
there had been no discontinuance of possession on the part of 
the owners of the ditch, so as to pass the property to the owner of 
the field {/). 


(a) Be Tottenham (1808), I. R. 2 JOq. 375. 

\h) Real Property Limitation Act, 1833 (3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 27), as amended by 
Real Property Limitation Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 57), s. 1. See further, 
title Limitation op AoaTONs. , 

(c) Marshall v. Taylor, (1895] 1 Ch. G41, d A. 

(d) Norton v. London and North Western Bail. Co. (1879), 13 Oh. D. 268, 0. A. 
(tf) Marshall v. Bohertson (1905), 50 Std. Jo. 75; Leiyh v. Jack (1879), 5 

Ex D. 264; LitUedah v. Liverpool College, [1900J I Oh. 19, 0. A.; Philpot 
Bath (1904), 20 T. L. R. 589. , ^ ^ 

(/*) Searhy v. Tottenham Bail. Co* (1868), L. R. 5 Eq. 409, 
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divided. 


Copyholds 

intermixed. 


Mere'kon-usor on the part of the owner is not sufficient evidencsi 
of discontinnance of possession without some other acts of •deHnite 
adverse possession on the part of the person claiming the land by 
long possession (j). 

Sect. 8. — Boundaries fixed by Statutory or Judicial Authority. 

Sub -Sect. 1 . — By the Board of Agriculture and FMeines, 

221 . The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (/0> formerly the 
Land Commissioners, are under the Inclosure Acts, 1816 to 1878, 
authorised to make orders fixing boundaries in certain cases (f). 

For the purpose of shortening or straightening any boundary 
fences between land to be inclosed under the Inclosure Acts, 1845 
to 1878, and any adjoining lands, the valuer appointed under the 
Acts may, with the consent in writing of the persons interested in 
the adjoining lands, set out and determine the boundaries, and, if 
necessary, draw and define new boundaries, between the lands to be 
inclosed and such adjoining lands (j). 

Upon the application in writing of persons interested in parcels 
of land (not subject to be inclosed under the Inclosure Acts, or 
subject to be inclosed, but as to which no proceedings for an inclosure 
are pending) which are so intermixed or divided as to be incon- 
venient for occupation or cultivation, the Board may make a new 
division and allotment of the parcels at the expense of the persons 
signing the application, if it appears that such new division would 
be beneficial {k). 

Upon the application in writing of persons interested in any copy- 
hold or customary lands which are intermixed or occupied with free- 
holds or with any copyhold or customary lands of another manor, the 
Board may, whether such lands are or are not subject to be inclosed 
and whether any proceedings for an inclosure are pending or not, 
appoint some person to determine and declare the situation and 
boundaries of such lands, provided the consent of the lords of the 
manors of whom such customary or copyhold lands are held be first 
had to such appointment (J). A copy of the award made under 
this section must be given to the lords of the manors to which it 
relates, and becomes a part of the court rolls (?n). 


(^) Smith V. Lloyd (1854), 9 Kxch. oVy2. 

(/O Bo«nl of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 53 Viet. c. 80), 8. 2; Boai’d of 

Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 31). For the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, see generally title Ageiculture, Vol. I., p. 297. 

(i) The powers and duties of completing the general survey, and ascertaining 
the boundaries of counties, cities, boroughs, towns, parishes, districts and 
in Great Britain (including the Isle of Man) under the Ordnance 
Act, IHl (4 & 5 Viet. c. 30), which were transferred to the Oommis^ 
uoiiers of Wales by the Survey Act, 1870 (33 Viot. c. 13), are now also yesteid in 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Board of Agriculture Act, 1889(32! A 53 
Viet* 0 . 80h a. 21(1) (c) ; Boat'd of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 xS^w. 7, 
B. 31) ), See farther, title Local Soveewment. 

(/) Inolosure Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 118), s. 45, 

(h Ihid., s. 148* 

{1 ) , Inclpsure Aot, 1846 (9 & 10 Vkt. c. 70), s. 6. 

(mj /5/i, s. '8/ . As' to copyholds goue^lly, see title CpPTHOLUp, 
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The Board lias the same power, subject to the same ru^^s as to 
applications and consents, to appoint some person to set out and 
determine the boundaries of any leaseholds where they are inter- 
mixed with lands of copyhold or customary tenure and cannot be 
identified, provided the consent of the person who would have been 
the person interested if the lease had not been granted be 
obtained (r?). 

Where an application , is made to the Board for the regulation 
of one part of a common and for the inclosure of the residue, the 
Board has power to modify the boundaries between the part to be 
regulated and the residue by means of a provisional order (o). 

222. Where any rent Or fixed periodical payment issuing out 
of lands is to be apportioned, and there is any doubt as to 
the lands charged therewith, the Board must make inquiry and 
ascertain the identity, extent, and boundaries of the lands so 
charged ( p). 

223. The valuer must draw up and engross under the direction of 
the Board any award made in the matter of an inclosure and describe 
the boundaries which, have been ascertained and set out, and must 
also, unless the Board dispenses wdth the necessity therefor (q), 
annex a map to the engrossment (a). Awards must be confirmed 
by the Board under its seal (6), and, after being so confirmed, are 
conclusive evidence that all directions in relation thereto have been 
duly obeyed, and are binding upon all persons whomsoever (c), but 
are not conclusive evidence of the boundaries antecedently to the 
determination (d). 

The Board has power to correct any error or to supply any 
omission, whether fi'audulent or otherwise, which may appear after 
confirmation in any award ; and all expenses in connection with the 
correction must be borne by the person requiring it (e). 

224. Where a question relating to the boundaries of lands hinders 
tlie making or execution of an agreement under the Tithe Commuta- 
tion Act,1836(/), the landowners concerned maysubmit the question 
to reference, by any writing under their hands containing an agree- 
ment that such submission shall be made a rule of Court. The 
decision of the arbitrator is, for the purposes of the Act, conclusive. 
But the submission of persons having an estate less than a fee 
simple or fee tail does not bind persons entitled in reversion, 


(ft) Inclosure Act, 1846 (9 & 10 Viet. c. 70), a. 8. 

(o) Commons Act, 1876 (69 & 40 Viet. c. 56), s. 2. As to commons generally, 
see title Commons. 

' {p) Indosure Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 97), s. 10. As to apportionment 
generally, see title Bent- charges and Annuities. 

(?) Inclosure Act, 1869 (22 & 23 Vict. c. 43), s. 14. 
fa) Indosure Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 118), s, 104. 

Wd- 

(c) JM,, e, 106. » 

Id) Compare i?. v. St Mary (Irihahitants) (1821), 4, R. A Aid. 469. 
ie) Indosure Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 79), s. 29. 

(/) 6, & 7 Will, 4, 0 . 71, s, 24. This provisiem applies only to private estates, 
noVto parishea (/te Y^tradgmlau Commutation (1844), 8 Q, B* 32). As to tithe 
commutation generally, see titie Eoolksiasxioal Law. 
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remaimler, or expectancy, without the sanction of the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries ig), who may direct such persons or any 
others interested in the question to be made parties to the 
reference. 

The Board is also empowered to settle disputes relating to the 
boundary of any lands whereby the making of any award under the 
Act is hindered (/a) ; and the award, when made and confirmed by 
the Board, is binding on all parties (i). 

225. Where an award under a private Inclosure Act for inclosing 
and dividing lands of a manor describes a plot of land as being 
bounded on one side by a river, the boundary of the plot will be 
the near edge of the river and not ^the medium filum, if the river 
bed did not in fact form part of the lands which the Commissioners 
were authorised to allot (j). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Under the Copyhold Act, 1894. 

226. On an enfranchisement of copyhold or customary land, if it 
appears that the land is not defined on the court rolls by a plan, 
the valuers appointed under the Act by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries (k) must, if requested in writing by the lord or the 
tenant, define the boundaries by means of a plan (Z). Where, however, 
it appears, either by the court rolls or otherwise, that the boundaries 
have been treated for more than fifty years as intermixed with the 
boundaries of other lands and as being incapable of definition, then 
no plan can be made except by agreement between the lord and 
the tenant (m ) . 

Where, after the appointment of valuers, there is any doubt as to 
the identity of any land, the lord or tenant may apply to the Board 
to define the boundaries of the land for the purposes of enfranchise- 
ment, and the Board must ascertain and define the boundaries in 
such manner as they think proper (a) . 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 1897. 

227. Land registered under the Land Transfer Act, 1875 (o), 
was required before 1898 to be described in such manner as the 
registrar thought best calculated to secure accuracy, but such descrip- 
tion was not to be conclusive as to the boundaries or extent of the 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries now exercises the powers of the 
Tithe Commissioners (Board of Agriculture and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, 
c. 31) ; Board of Agriculture Act, 18S9 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30) ). 

(A) Tithe Commutation Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71), ss. 45, 46. See 
Oirdlestone v. Stanley (1839), 3 Y. & C. (EX.) 421. 

(t) Tithe Commutation Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71), s. 52. 

ii) Scroyd v, Cmlthard, [18981 2 Gh. 358, 0. A. ; Hough v. Clark and Hall 
23 L. B. 682. 

(k) Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 46), s. 5, As to the enfranchiseitnent 
of copyholds generally, see title Cotyholds. 

(w) Ihid,, repealing and substantially re-euactiiig Copyhold Act. 1887 
(50 ^ 51 Viet. c. 73). s. 42. 

(n) Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 A 68 Viet. e. 46), s. 52 (3). 

lo) 38 A 39 Viet, c. 87. As to land registration generally, see titles BXAt 
PftOjeXitTT k ) ss > Obattbxa Beab ; Sax^e of Laioj. 
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registered land {p). These provisions were repealed in 1897 U), and 
Biic-b land must now be described by means of the ordnance niKp with 
such verbal particulars as the applicant may require and the registrar 
or court may approve, regard being had to the ready identification 
of parcels, correct description of boundaries, and, so far as may be, 
uniformity of practice (a). 

If, however, it be desired to register the precise position of 
boundaries of any lands or parts thereof, notice of the intention 
to do so must be given to the owners and occupiers of the adjoining 
lands, with such plan or extract from the proposed description of 
the laud as may be necessary to show clearly the fixed boundary 
proposed to bo registered (^), and when tlie position and description 
of the boundaries have been thus determined, the necessary 
particulars must be added to the filed plan or general map and a note 
made in the property register that the boundaries have been fixed. 
The plan is then to be deemed to define accurately the fixed boun- 
daries (c) . In other cases the filed plan or general map will not 
determine the exact line of the boundary (d), notwithstanding that 
part or the whole of a wall, fence, road, stream, or other boundary 
is expressly included in or excluded from the title, or that it forms 
the whole of the land comprised in the title (e), 

228. When the plan or reference to the general map cannot be 
prepared without a revision of the ordnance map or general map, 
the officers of the registry must make the necessary revision, if 
required to do so by the applicant, such revision to be made without 
charge where registration is compulsory (/). 

Plans and verbal descriptions may be renewed, revised, or 
corrected at any time upon the application of the registered pro- 
prietor, and upon the production of such evidence and the giving of 
such notices as the registrar may deem necessary. Eevision or 
correction of any part of the general map may also be made at any 
time on the application of the registered proprietor of the land to 
which such part relates (g ) . 

Any conflict between the verbal particulars and the plan must 
be decided by the registrar, and, unless he otherwise directs, the 
plan must prevail (/t). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — By the Court, 

229. The powers of the old courts of law, as distinguished 
from courts of equity, to give relief in the matter of disputed 
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(р) Land Transfer Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 87), s. 83 (5). 

(a) Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 65), s. 14 (1). 

(a) Ibid., s. 14 (2). 

(5) Land Transfer Rules, 1903, r. 272 ; Land Transfer Ruled, 1907, 
Sdiedule. 

(с) Ibid., 1908. r. 273 ; 1907, Schedule. 

^ OompaTe Caton v. Hamilton (1889), 53 J. P. 604. , 

(«) l/RBd Tettnsfer Pules, 1903, r. 274 ; Ijand l^rausfer Bulhs, 1907j 
aedqle. 

(/) Ibid., 1903, r. 277; 1907, Schedule. 

Ibid., 1903, r. 281 ; 1907, Schedule. 

Ibid., 1903, r. 282. 
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boun(^'iee, were very inadequate ; for they had no power to establish 
and ^mne old boundaries or to issue a commission lo set out the 
boundarios between lands which had become intermingled and 
confused, or, in the event of the separation being impossible, to order 
new boundaries to be set out, or to order old inclosures and bounds 
to be restored (i). 

230 . In consequence of the inadequacy and inconvenience of the 
remedy at law, the courts of equity assumed jurisdiction in the 
case of disputed boundaries. At first this jurisdiction was exercised 
only with the consent of the parties (A), but later the necessity for 
consent was dispensed with where the party seeking relief showed 
(1) that there was a confusion of boundaries ; (2) that he had no 
adequate remedy at law ; (3) that the party against whom he 
claimed was under some equitable obligation to preserve the identity 
of boundaries ( 1 ) ; and (4) that he had a clear right to part of the 
laud(m)» ^bat such right was not disputed (?0, as for example 
where a tenant or a copyholder had destroyed or not preserved the 
boundaries between bis own property and that of his lessor or lord ; 
and to the exercise of jurisdiction on such an equitable ground no 
objection has ever been taken. 


(i) The only remedy at common law open for a person who claimed lands or 
any part of lands which had fallen into the hands oi another owing to the loss or 
confusion of boundanes was to bring the ordinary action of ejectment, or, as it 
was known in the earlier days, tiespass de ejecfdone firmtR {A.-G. v. St, Auhyn 
(SifJ,) (ISllk Wight. 167, 230 ; UardcaBtle v. Shafto (1792), 1 Anst. 184), which 
was also available for the recovery of the possession of copyholds (per Brian, 
O.J., Y. B. 21 Edw. 4, p. 80, pi. 27, and Eanby, O.J., Y. B, 7 Edw, 4, p. 18, 
pi. 16). Moreover, if a plaintiff recovered in an action of ejectment, and it so 
happened that the lands which he recovered were confused with lands of other 
tenure, he was not allowed to take out execution for what he pleased, but his 
judgment remained inoperative, as it did not set out the lands by metes and 
bounds, unless and until he had defined and separated the lands recovered from 
those with which they were confused {Hardcastle v, Shafto^ supra). Similarly, 
at common law the proper mode of recovering rent issuing out of or charg^ 
upon lands was di8t^e^s, and therefore, if the lands out of which the rent issued 
could not be distinguished, the owner was without remedy; compare Holdtr 
V. Chamhury (1734), 3 P. Wms. 256; Leeds (Duke) v. Powell (1748), 1 Ves. 
Sen. 171 ; Bouverie v. Prentice (1778), 1 Bro. Ch. Kep. 200; Re Herbage Rents, 
n896] 2 Oh. 811. As to the boundaries of lands charged with a rent-charge 
being confused, see title Rent-charges and Annuities. 

(k) See the form of a bill to set out metes and bounds and to perpetuate 
testimony in the case of Iluntv, White, set out at p. cxlvii., Vol. L, of ** Calendar 
of the Proceedings in the Court of Chancery temp. Queen Elizabeth,” pub- 
lished by the Record Commission, 1827, which recites that a previous commis- 
sion was issued with the consent of the plaintiff’s predecessor in title and the 
defendant. 

rSy Speer Y, Crawter (1817), 2 Mer. 410; Harding v. Suffolk (Ocunkss) (1633)^ 

B&i&pt C9ju 33. , 

fia) Chamm v. Spender (1732), 2 Eq. Oas. Ahr. 163; Loher v. Rolle (1793), 3 
Yes. 3 ; Vhdh y, W^<Bt (1810), 3 Mer. 688, per Lord Eldon, L.C., at-n. 688; 
My Y^JSUnrusk (1732), Bunb. 322; Webb v. Banks (1739), 2 l^.^Cas. 

A& 164 r Grierson v. (1804), 9 Ves. 341, 345. 

(ii) Bmer v. Bpdlmm (167^. Oas. imp. Finch, 06; Peekering v. jSVmtofbn 
(1630), Tethr 80; WintU t* Cbrpen<ier (1680), Cas. temp, Finch, 46^ ; v. 

(1726), 4B|X>. Bari. Oai 660; Willis v. Parkinson (1817); 2 Mer. 507; 

(1822), 236. . ^ ^ i , 
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231. It is apprehended that the same principles would still 

apply, and that a mere confusion of boundaries ia not per suffi- Boundaries 
cient ground (except by consent) to support a claim for a com- by 

mission (o), which would only be granted where some equity is shown Au thori ty. . 
arising out of the inequitable conduct of one of the parties (p). When com- 

In the following cases it has been held that the facts were ynission 
sufficient to entitle the plaintiff to the equitable relief of a com- 
mission : (1) whore the defendant j)loughed up or otherwise actively 
confused the boundaries (^7) ; (‘2) where several offices had existed 
for some time in the hands of one individual, and in consequence 
the lands allotted to the dififei ent offices had become confused (/*) ; 

(8) in the case of a debtor^s lauds lying intermixed with others the 
court issued a commission upon the application of a creditor in aid 
of his writ of eleifit apparently upon mere proof that the boundaries 
were confused (s). 

So, although the proper mode of recovering a quit rent is distress, in respect of 
nevertheless there may be special circumstances justifying the inter- 
ference of equity (t). Thus, a commission has been issued to 
ascertain the boundaries of the lands out of which a rent issues 
notwithstanding that the plaintiff’s title to the rent was disputed, 
with a direction that it sTiould be determined after the return of the 
commissioners (a). If the rent be small when compared with the 
costliness of the contemplated proceedings, the court will generally 
direct an inquiry to be made at chambers to set out the boundaries 
rather than adopt the more expensive course of issuing a 
commission (h). 

232. As a rule the commission will direct that, in the event of the Where 
boundaries being so confused and obliterated that the commissioners 

are unable to distinguish them, they are to set out new lands of distmgaished, 
equal value with those the boundaries of which have been 
confused (c). 

233. Thore is no settled rule as to the costs of a commission, OosUi. 
but the general rule seems to be that each party must bear the costs 

in proportion to his interest (d). If, however, the confusion of 


(t>) Bute (Marquis) v. Glamorganshire Canal Co. (1845), 1 Ph. 681, 684. 

(^>) Speer 'V. Crawler (1817), 2 Mer, 410 ; Miller y, Warmington (1820), 1 Jac. & 
W. 484 ; O'Hara v. Strange (1847), U I. Kq. B. 262 ; cases cited in Wake v. Conyers 
(1769), 1 Eden, 331. Oompare WiniertoH v. Egremont (Lord), cited 2 Anst. 392. 

(tf) See note (w), p. 116, ante. 

(r) Kennedy v. Trott (1849), 6 Moo. P. 0. 0. 449. 

(a) Mullineux v. Muliineux (1616), Toth. 39. See also cases where charity 
trustees have intermixed charity lands with other lands, thus confusing tiie 
boundaries (A.^0. v. Bowyer (1800), 5 Ves. 300; S.-G. v. Bath Corporation 
(1848), 18 L. J. (OH.) 275 ; A.-G. v. Stephens (1855), 6 Do G. M. & G. Ill) ; and 
title &AHITIES. 

U) Holder Y. Chamhury (1734), 3 P. Wms. 256. 

(a) Bowman v. Teat (1681), Gas. in Ch. 145. 

(b) ^^ke V, Harding (1878), 7 Oh. D. 871 ; Searle v. Cotdce (1890), 43 Oh. D. 
519^527, 0^ A. No recent example of a commission being granted to |tscertain 
boundaries is to be found in the books. 

(c) AmMer'e (hee (1770), cited 4 Ves. 184 ; WiUis v. Porhinson (1817), 2 Mer. 
•507 ; V. Stephens (1855), 1 K & J. 724, 751 ; Peid^eting v. Kimpton (1630), 

(d) Gtdmady v. Cdmady (1795), 2 Ves. 568. But sc« also Horris v, Le 
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boundaries has ai isen owing to tlie fault of sonie person under an 
obligfeon to preserve them, then the party in default will be 
ordered to i)iiy all the costs (e). On the other hand, where a com- 
mission was issued to define the boundaries of two manors belonging 
to the plaintiff and the defendant, and it appeared after the trial 
that there was no doubt about the boundaries, and they were in 
accordance with the contention of tlie defendant, the plaintiff was 
directed to pay all the costs (/'). 

234. In suits against the Ciown, where the rights of the Crown 
are imniodiately in question, the person seeking relief must apply to 
the Crown itself by petition of right ; but whero the rights of the 
Crown are only incidentally involved in the suit, the Court may 
require the Attorney-General to be joined as a defendant (gf). 

Sect. 4. — Boivndanes fixed by Legal Presumption. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Nature of Presumption. 

235. All the presumptions recognised and obtaining in the case of 
boundaries are p)rcesuitiptiones juris only, and not proisumptiones juris 
et de jure(h); that is to say, evidence to rebut the presumptions is 
always admissible, but, until it be produced, the presumptions 
necessarily hold (i). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Seashore. 

236. The boundary between the sea-shore (j) and the adjoining 
land is, as a general rule, in the absence of usage, the line of the 
medium high tide between the ordinary sjndng and neap tides (A:) ; but 
the boundary of land described in a conveyance as bounded by the 
sea may, in certain circumstances, include the foreshore (0 below 
this line. Thus, user of the foreshore, coupled with the grant of the 


(1744), 3 Atk. 81, whore it was decreed that each party should pay one-half of 
the costs, althou'^h tlie Lord Chancellor seems to have been inclined to order 
each party to bear the costs in proportion to the extent of his interest but f<.)r 
the great expense atteuebng an inquiry. 

[e) Abergavenny {lAmi) v. Thomas (1739), West temp. Hai'd. 649. 

(/) Metcalfe v. Bevhwith (1726), 2 P. Wms. 370. 

Ig) Miller v. Warmington (1S20), 1 Jac, & W. 484. See title Ceown 
Practice. 

(h) As to presumptions generally, see title Evidence. 

(t) Beaufort (Duke) v. Swansea Corporation (1849), 3 Exch. 413, 

(j) The sea-snore consists of the land lying between the high and low water 
DiarKs, BiAprimdfade the presumption is that it belongs to the Crown not only 
in the case of the sea itself, but also in the case of the arms of the sea (Hargreaves’ 
Ijaw Tracts, p, 5 ; A.-Q. v. Chambers (1854), 4 De G. M. & G. 206; A.-G. v. 
ChamherSt A.-G. v. Bees (1859), 4 De G. & J. 55. Oompai*e Mellor v. Walmesley^ 
Oh. 164, 0. A., per Eomer, L.J., at p. 176), and in this respect there 
IS no distinction between the sea and a tidal river {Bridgwater Trustees y. 

L. B. 2 Q. B. 4). See title Waters ANnWAOnSR- 
OOtrfiSES. As tb the public right of passing and repassing along the shore* see 
tatie HnasrwAVs, Strests and Bridges. 

Qi) A.-rG,y. Chambers, supra; A.-G. of the Straits Settlement v. Wmyss (1888), 
13 Ann. Osus. 182. Compare Lowe v, Govett (1832), 3 B. & Ad. 863. , , 

(^) Pot i. definition the term ** foreshore,” see title Waters AifD Waters 
con;Rfi!B& ^ , 
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adjacent manor, is sufficient evidence from which a title to the fore- 
ahore as against the Crown may be inferred (w) ; whilst, on the other 
hand, a possessory title to the foreshore is sufficient as against a 
trespasser, without evidence of user sufficient to displace the title of 
the Crown (n). If, therefore, the plaintiff produces some evidence of 
title to the foreshore, the defendant will be debarred from proving any 
acts of ownership by the Crown, except such as have been done with 
the knowledge of the plaintiff; and if it appears that a portion of the 
beach which is covered with shingle varies according to the state of 
the wind and the tide, the Crown grant of parcel of the foreshore 
will be construed liberally against a trespasser, and held to include 
the whole beach both below and above high water mark (o). 

Where land is described in a conveyance as situate on the sea- 
shore, and the exact dimensions of each side of the plot are given 
as well as the area, and it is stated to be bounded on the south by 
other land of the grantor, on the east and north by certain roads, 
and on the west by the sea-shore, and reference is made to a plan 
which shows the same dimensions as in the description, and it 
appears that there is a strip of land between the plot and the 
medium high water mark, the land between the plot and the fore- 
shore does not pass by the conveyance, but the grantor is estopped 
from saying that the land to the west is anything but foreshore, 
and the grantee is entitled to free access to the sea from the plot 
over the strip of land and the foreshore (p). 

An agreement to let the flat part of a beach opposite to the 
land of a riparian owner will not give him the right to project the 
boundary lines of his land where it is in the shape of a triangle with 
the base parallel to the sea-shore, but will only include that part of 
the beach witliin straight lines drawn from the end of the base of 
the triangle and perpendicular to tlie high water mark (q). 

237. The boundary of land abutting upon the sea-shore may vary 
from time to time, and in the case of a conveyance of land described 
as bounded by the sea-shore, then, as the medium high and low 
water marks shift, so does the boundary of the land shift also ; for 
there may be a movable freehold (a). Thus, if the sea gradually 
and by imperceptible degrees recedes and leaves a quantity of land 
uncovered, then as the ordinary rules of accretion apply, and the 
land so gained belongs to the owner of the adjoining land, the 
boundary will be correspondingly advanced (&). Conversely, the 


Qm) J.-O. V. Jonea 2 H. & C. 347; Ee Belfast Dock Act (1867), L K. 1 

Eq. 128 } Beaufort {Duke) v. fiwausiu Oorjjoratio7i (1849), 3 Exck. 413; Lord 
Advocate v. Young (1887), 12 App. ("as. 344. See further, title Watees and 
Watehoourses. 

(n) Hastings Corporation v. Jvall (1874), L. R. 19 Eq. o58. 

' (o) Ihid, 

\p) Mellor V. IValnmletjt [1905] 2 Oh. 164, C. A. , 

(o) Crook V. Beaford Corporation (1871), 6 Ch. App. 551. 

(a) Seratton v. Br(yivn (1825), 4 Jl & (’. 485 ; ' Bmart A: Co, Bma Town 
Board, [1893] A. 301. 

(/A Mdlor V. Wahnesleijy supra, at p. 173; R. v. Yurlorough (Lord) (1824), 3 
B. ^ 0. 91 ; Doe d. Beehkristo v. Bad India. Oo, (1836), 10 Muo. P, 0. 0. 140 * 
Ford V. Lacy (1861), 7 H. & N. 151, per BilAMWElX, B., at p. 156. Oompar® 
Mercer v. Venne^ [1905] 2 CIl 538, 0. A. 
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boundary will recede if the sea or an arm of the sea by gradual 
and imperceptible progress encroach upon the land of a subject u 
for the land thereby covered with water belongs to the Crown or to 
the owner of the foreshore, as the case may be (c). 

These principles do not apply where the change occurs owing to 
the sudden advance or recession of the sea, or where the boundaries 
are well known and have not disappeared by reason of the influx of 
the sea (d), 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Lakes. 

238. Where land is said to be bounded by a lake, the boundary 
line will exclude the bed of the lake, if there are different proprietors 
on each side, and the titles are such as to show that one has the 
exclusive possession of the lake, or, even where the titles do not 
show it, if there is evidence of possession for such a long time as to 
show either that there has been exclusive possession by one pro- 
prietor, or that there has been promiscuous possession (e). In the 
absence of all evidence to the contrary, the question is doubtful. It 
has been suggested that the boundary line will be drawn along the 
middle of the lake, the aolmn or fundus of the lake being considered 
to belong in severalty to the several riparian proprietors if more than 
one, and the space inclosed by lines drawn from the boundaries of 
each property usque ad medium filuin aqua being deemed appurtenant 
to the land of each proprietor exactly as in the case of a river (/), 
On the other hand, where land is described as bounded by a large 
inland lake, like Lough Neagh, it has been suggested that the 
boundary line excludes the bed of the lake, since it is doubtful 
whether the presumption that the bed and soil of a stream belongs 
to the riparian proprietors ad rnedmm filim aqua applies iu such a 
case ((/) ; for tliere is no absurdity in supposing that the owner of 
all the land lying around a large lake should have reserved the soil 
of the lake ; but, on the contrary, various reasons may be suggested 
why it would be advisable to reserve it {h\ nor is there any 
authority for the suggestion sometimes made that the Crown is 
entitled as of common right to the soil of large inland lakes (i). 

Sub-Sect, i.-— Rivers, 

239. Where land is said to be bounded by a river, a distinction 
must be taken between tidal rivers and non-tidal rivers; for, in those 

(r) Re Hull and Scll)y Raihcay (1839), 6 M. & W. .'J27. 

(c^) A.‘G, V. Chavihers (1854), 4 De O. M. ^ G, 206 ; Hale, Do Jure Maris, 
14, 28; A,-G, v. Chamhers, A.-G. v. Rees (1859), 4 De G. & J. 55, See title 
Wateiis and Watercourses. 

(e) Mackenzie v. Rankes (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1324, pei' Lord Blackburn, at 
p. 1340. 

. if) Lord Selbokne, at p. 1338, discussing the Scotch law on the 

;j^bject.' The application of the medium filum rule to sl lake, however, i<i jpie# 
eftey ; for oT^iouely, since all the adjoining owners abut, for practical pi;^iposes, 
on the outside of a convex curve, their boundaiies might have to meet in a 
^ngle |H^nt near the middle of the lake in order to divide the fundus in 
proportion to their respective frontages. Compare Cochrane v. Minto (Karf) 
(181 5), . 6 Pat, App. 139; and see, as to rivers, p. 121, post, 

(g) j^^iwvv.Gor/'rtKa^i(1878),3App.Cas.641,perIx»rdBLAOKBUKN^'atp. 668, 

. ft) Rloomfieid v* Jt^hmton (1867), I, B. 8 0, L. 68. 

V, Ctof swfeo^, <t^a, per Lord Blackburn, at p. G06. 
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parts of rivers where the tide flows and reflows, the soil between the 
4nedium high water mark and medium low water mark prima Jade 
belongs to the Crown (k) , and therefore the boundary between the 
bed of a tidal river and the adjoining land is, as a general rule, the 
line of medium high water mark (Q. 

240 . But in the case of non-tidal rivers or stx'eams, whether 
navigable or not, the boundary is in general the line of mid-stream, 
inasmuch as, in the absence of all evidence to the contrary, the 
alveus, or bed, of such rivers and streams is presumed to belong to 
the riparian owners unqne ad medium jihim aquee (m). Thus, where 
there is a conveyance of land said to be bounded by a river, then, 
even although it is described by reference to a plan and by quantity, 
the true construction of the instrument is that half the bed of the 
river passes under the conveyance, unless there is enough in tlie 
circumstances or enoiqdi in the expression of the instrument to 
show that it is not the intention of the parties (w). This presump- 
tion applies whether the land be freehold, leasehold, or copyhold (o), 
and also where land is described as so bounded in an Act of 
Parliament (j?), but it is questionable whether it applies to land so 
described in an aw^ard under an Inclosui*e Act (q). 

The fact that the grantor is the owner of the land on both sides 
of the river will not rebut the presumption which arises that a 
conveyance of the land on one side of the river only passes one-half 
the soil of the bed (r). But the presumption will be rebutted by 
evidence that since the date of the deed the grantor and his tenants 
have always fished without any interruption, and that the grantee 
and his tenants have never fished (5). 

Where adjoining properties are situated ex adverse of the convex 
side of a curve in a tidal river, the actual medium filum being 
approximately an arc of a circle, the correct method of determining 
the foreshore boundary between the properties is to draw a per- 
pendicular to a tangent of tlie arc forming the actual medium fdum 


{7c) Halo, De Jure Maris, pp. 12, 2o ; Constahle's Case (1601), 5 Co. Hop, 
106a; Lyon v. Fulmougers' Co. (1875), 10 Oh. App. 679; Lord Advocate for 
Scotland v. Hamilton (1852), 1 Macq. 46; K v. Smith (1780), 2 Doug. 441; 
Oann v. WfiiUtdble {Free Fishers) (1864), 11 H. L. Oas. 192; Fitzhardinge 
{Lord) V. Purcell, [lOOS] 2 Ch. 139, Aa to th© subject’s right of navigation, 
see title Waters and Watercourses. 

(^) J.-C. V. Ciunmhers (1854), 4 De G. M. & G. 206; Bridgwater Trustees v. 
BouUe-cHm-Linacre (1866), L. R 2 Q. B, 4 (parish boundary) ; Mellor v. Walmesley, 
[1905] 2 Oh. 164, 0. A., at pp. 179, 180; Hale, De Jure Maris, pp. 12, 25. 

(in) Hargreaves’ Law Tiacts, p. 5 ; Wishart v, Wyllie (1853), 1 Macq. 389 ; 
Wright v. Howard (1823), 1 Sim. & St. 190. Compare i?. v, Landulph {Inhabitants) 
(1834), 1 Moo. & B. 393 ; Edluton v. Crossley <J& Sons, Ltd, (1868), 18 L. T. 15. 

(^i) Miiddetliwait v. Newlay Bridge Go, (1886), 33 Ch. D, 133, C. A. ; Devonshire 
(Ikike) V. Paitinson (1887), 20 Q. B. D. 263, 0. A.; Dwyer v. Bich (1871), 
"I. R 6 0. L. 144, dmmiimte Fitzgerald, J., on the question of evidence only. 
(o) Tilbury V. Silva (1890), 45 Oh. D. 98. 

JR. V. strand Board of Worlcs (1863), 4 B. & S. 526, 
f&) V. CouUhard, [18981 2 Ch. 358, 0, A„^per LiK3>Msy,^M.B., at 

p. 366. Compare Hindson v. Ashby, [1896] 2 Ch, 9 ; Cheat Torrington Commons 
Ckmervodors v. Jlfodre [1904] I Ch. 347 ; Sime^ v. Yarddey Rural IHshict 

(1905), 69 J. P. 66 ; Hough v. Clark and Hall (1967), 23 T. L. E. 682. 

(r) iJevonshire {Duke) v. PiMmon, supra. 

Is) MiMcthwait v. Newlay Bridge Co,, supra* 
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by' joining the end of the land boundary act high water mark to tb$ 
centred the circle , 

Where in the niiddlo of a non-tidal river there is an island as 
old as or older than the hanks on either side, then, if the ordinary 
pi'esumptioii applies (a), the mediiun fdnvt aquce should, if the 
plaintiff can prove no title to the island, be drawn through the 
stream between tljc island and the plaintiff’s land (&). 

241 . AVhere tlie ordinary presumption is rebutted, and the 
bed of the river is the property of some person other than the 
riparian owners, the boundary is the water line when the river is 
in its normal state, without reference to the extraordinary freshets 
of the winter or spring or the extreme droughts of the summer or 
autumn (c). 

242 . If by gradual and imperceptible accretions in the ordinary 
course of nature land is added to the riverside, such land belongs 
to the riparian owners, and the boundary line correspondingly 
advances (d). But where the boundary on the waterside is shown 
by a \vall or by something so clear and visible that it is easy to see 
whether accretions as they become perceptible are on one side of the 
boundary or on the other, it would appear that the doctrine of 
accretion does not apply («). Nor is it applicable where a tidal (/) 
or non-tidal (flf) river sei)arating two estates suddenly changes its 
course. 

Sub-Seot. 6 . — Hiyliways and Private Ways, 

243 . Where land is bounded by a highway, the boundary is, as 
a general rule, a line drawn along the middle of the highway, for 
the owners of land adjoining the highway are presumed, in the 
absence of all evidence to the contrary, to own the soil usque ad 
uiediurn Jilwm vice and all above the soil subject only to the right of 
passage for the King and his subjects (h), and this presumption also 
obtains in the case of copyholders and leaseholders (i). 


(t) Nimmo y. Caledonian Rail, Co. (1903), 5 Jj\ (Ct. of Soss.) 1001. 8ee the 
plan annexed to the report of this cueo. 

(a) See p. 121, ante. 

(b) Great Torrinyton Commona Conservators y . Moore BUvens, [1904] 1 Ch. 347. 
(«) Hindson v. Ashby, [1S96] 2 Oh. 1, 0. A., per A. L. Smith, L.J., at p. 25, 

quoting Alabama {State) v. Oeoryia {State) (1859), 64 TJ. S. 505, 515. 

(d) Lopez V. Muddun Mohuu Thahoor (1870), 1 3 Moo. Ind. App. 467 ; Thcdtarain 
Riiraj Koer v. Thahurain Sarfaraz Koer (1905), 21 T. L. R. 637, at p. 638, See 
Re Hull and Selby Rail, Co. (1839), 5 M. & W. 327, 332; Mellor y. Walmealey, 
[1905] 2 Oh, 164, 0. A., per Vaughan Williams, L.J., at p. 173; Mercer v. 
Renne, [1905] 2 Ch. 538, 0. A. 

(«) Hale, De Jure Maris, o. i. and c. vi. ; Y. B. 22 Lib. Ass. Edw. 3, 106, pi. 93, 
But Hindson v. Ashby, supra, at p. 13, whore Lindley, L.J., left the question 
whether these authorities are applicable to cases of land having no boundary 
i^ext flowing water, except the water itself, for reconsideration and decision 
when it should arise. 

(/) Carliah Corporation v. Graham (1869), L. E. 4 Exch. 361, 368. 

Ig) ThcMbrain RUrajf Koer v. Thahurain Sarfaraz Koer, supra. 

Qi) An^* {1773), Lofft, 358; Qoodtitle v. Allcer and Eimes (1757), 1 Burr. 
133, 146; Coohe v, ihcm (1823), 11 Price, 736; Dovaston v. Paym (1796), 2 
Hy. Bl. 527, per Heath, jL, atp. 631; Btevms v. Whistler (1809), 11 J^st, 61. * 
See iitle Highways, Streets and Bhibges. 

(i) Dee d. Pfiny v. Peareey (1827), T B* & C. 304. 
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Where the land of one person is separated from the l^d of 
e^other by a private way, the same presumption arises (j). 

In the case of a highway running between fences, in the absence 
of anything to the contrary, the presumption is that the fences have 
been put up to divide the adjoining closes from the highway (A:), 
and that the whole of the land between the fences has been dedicated 
to the use of the public (Z). Therefore the public are not confined 
to the metalled part of the road only, but have the right of passage 
along the whole space between the fences (r;/)* even though the width 
of the highway be varying and unequal (w), nor will a highway 
authority be restrained from cutting down trees growing upon the 
unused part of a highway, if they are an obstruction, even although 
such trees have been growing for twenty-five years ; but the refusal 
to so restrain the authority will be without prejudice to the rights 
of the owners of the soil to remove the trees when felled for the 
purposes of sale etc. (o). On the other hand, if a highway pass 
through the uninclosed waste of a manor, there is no presumption 
that the whole space between tlie fences has been dedicated to the 
public (p). 

244. A conveyance of land described as bounded by a highway will 
pass the moiety of the highway vsque ad medium Jiluin unless 
there be something in the context to exclude that construction.; for 
it would be absurd to suppose that the grantor reserved the right 
to the soil of the highway, which in nearly every case is wholly 
unprofitable (q). 

Where, however, the soil of a highway, although belonging to the 
adjoining owners, does not belong to them in equal portions, a 
conveyance of the land adjoining the highway passes the pro^^erty 
in the soil of the highway so far as it is in the grantor, on the 
principle that the conveyance passes the property to the grantee so 
far as it is vested in the conveying party (r). 

The presumption that the boundary line is drawn along the 
middle of the highway applies to a conveyance of land situated in 
towns as well as in the country (s), though less evidence is required 

(y) Holmes V. Bellingham (1859), 29 Jj. J. (o. P.) 132. See, for private ways 
generally, title Easements and Profits a Prendre. 

{k) OffinY, Jlochford Jiural Councilj [190GJ 1 Ch. 312. 

{1) Hid,; Harvey v. Truro Rural District Council (1903), 19 T. L. R. 576. 
The presumption is, however, rebutlahle, see v. Moorsom-RolerU (1908), 

72 J. P. 123; Cmellu v. London Cminty Council, [1908] 1 Oh. 13, C. A. See 
title Highways, Streets and Bridge’s. 

im) H. V. United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Co.^ Lid. (1862), 31 L. J. (m. 0.) 
166 ; Nicol v. Beaumovi (1883), 50 Jj. T. 112. 

(n) Lodee-King v. IVokwg Urhni District Council (1898), 77 L. T. 790. 

(o) Turner v. Ringwood Highway Board (1870), L. R. 9 Eq, 418. 

{«) Neeld v. Hendon Urban Disirict Council (1899), 81 L. T. 405 ; Belmor 9 
{CmMjdess) V. Kent County Conneil, [1901 J 1 Ch. 873; Tutill v. f^eet Ham 
Local Board of Health (1873), L. R. 8 C. P. 447. Compare {Cork County 
Council) V. Perry, [1904] 1 I. K. 247, 0. A. 

(qf L<yrd v. Sydney (Jammissioners (1859), 12 Moo. P. 0. 0. 47J>; Befridge v. 
Ward (1861), 10 0. B. (N. s.) 400; Doe d. Prinej v. Pmreey (1827), 7 B. ’& 0. 
304 ; Hodges v. Lautrance (1854), 18 J. P. 347 ; GUlinghom v. Cwyer (1867), 16 
*Jj. T. 640 ; Haynes v. King (1893), 63 L. J. (cn.) 21. 

(r) Re White's Charitiet, [ISOSj 1 Oh. 659. 

It) TUd, 
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to rebut it(t), and also applies to a statute describing land as 
bounaed by a highway (v). 

245. But where a person owning land conveys part to one person, 
and part to another, and the question arises as to the ownership of 
a strip of waste land lying between the land of one of the grantees 
and a high-road, and it is not clear in which of the conveyances the 
strip is comprised, no presumption of ownership in the adjoining 
owner arises from the fact that it lies between the highway and land 
clearly included in the conveyance to him («*). 

The presumption does not arise in cases where the land conveyed 
is described as bounded liy intended streets (x), nor where a plot of 
land forming a part of a building estate is described as abutting on 
a road and separated therefrom by a thick line drawn on a plan 
annexed to the conveyance, and the admeasurements exclude any 
portion of the highway (a), 

A lease of a house described as abutting on a highway in a town 
will not pass any part of the highway where it was constructed 
by the lessors under the powders of an Act of Parliament for the 
purpose of forming a communication between certain parts of the 
town and it appears that the site thereof was land wanted for the 
purposes of the Act (i). 

Sujj Sect. 6 — RailuayB, 

246. The presumption that a grant of land desciibod as bounded 
by a highway passes one-half of the soil of tho highway does not 
obtain in the case of conveyances of land described as bounded by a 
railway, and therefore a grant of land so described will not pass a 
right to the minerals under the raihvay(c). 

Sitb-Sect. 7 — Heclqes and DUcIipb, 

247. No man making a ditch may cut into his neighbour’s soil, but 
usually he makes it at the very extremity of his own land, forming 
a bank on his own side with the soil which he excavates from the 
ditch, on the top of which bank a hedge is usually planted (d). 
Therefore, where two fields are separated by a hedge or bank and 
an artificial ditch, the hedge or bank and dilch pnmd facie belong 
to the owner of the field in which the dilch is not(6'). This 
being the origin of the presumption, it is very doubtful 
w^hether it is applicable when it is not known that the ditch is 
artificial (/). 


P 

(ft! 


(i) Beckett v. Leed^ Corporatwn (1872), 7 Cli. App. 421. 
lu) JK V. Strand Bomd of Wmks (1863), 4 & S. 520, 651. 

1 White V. Hdl (1844). 6 Q. B, 487. 

Leiyh V. Jack (1879), 5 Ex. D. 264, C. A. 

Plimwtmd Board of ]Vork<i v. Bnhsh Land Co. (1874), L. E. 10 Q. B. 16. 
Mappin Brothers v. Liheitt/ <(- Co , Ltd.^ [1903] 1 Oh. 118. 

{c) Thqpipfion V. fl907J 1 Oh. 550. See title EaTivays and 

Oanai^s. 

(d) Kwiv/cA V. nsiU), 3 Taiint 137. * 

{«) Noye V. Reed (lft2i), 1 Man A Ey. (Jt. B.) 63, per Baylkt, J., at p, 65; and * 

O ly T. Wta (1808). ntA 2 Hel^yn's S. P.. 13tli 4., p. 1244, ‘ • “ 

{ f) Mmfi'dl f. Taylor, [1805) I Oh. 841. O. A. 
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Acte of ownership such as trimming and pollarding a fence and 
cleaning a ditch, even though continued for many {e.g., &ttj) years 
by an adjoining owner, do not rebut the presumption that the ditch 
and fence belong to the adjoining owner on whose side the ditch is 
not, at any rate if the acts were done without knowledge on the part 
of the latter (g). 

An impression prevails in some districts that the owner of a bank 
and ditch is entitled to four feet of width for the base of the bank 
and four feet of width for the ditch, but, apart from any local custom, 
there is no rule to this effect (h). 

248. Where two estates are divided by two ditches one on each 
side of a hedge or bank, or by two hedges or banks one on each side of 
a ditch, or by an old hedge or bank without any ditches at all, then 
there is no presumption as to the ownership of the hedges, ditches, 
or banks, but it must be proved by acta of ownership exercised over 
them (/), and if the adjoining owners on each side concurrently 
exercise acts of ownership, that is evidence of a tenancy in common 
in the hedge, ditch, or bank. 

If, however, it is known what quantity of land each of the owners 
originally contributed towards the formation of the ditch or bank, 
the original boundary would not be disturbed, but each proprietor 
would continue to hold liis share of the ditch or bank in 
severalty (/c). 

249. The same principles apply in the rare case of hedges and 
ditches running along the side of a public liighw^ay where the soil of 
the highway is not in the owners of the adjoining land. Thus, where 
an owner of land adjoining such a highway makes a hedge and ditch 
the ownership is in him, for the land which constitutes a ditch is in 
point of law a part of the close (Z)- On the other hand, it may be 
that the ditch has been constructed by the owners of the road, and 
in that case it remains a parcel of the road, and is not a parcel of 
the adjoining close (m). 

Where a highway of a definite width is laid out under an 
Inclosure Act, there is no presumption that an adjoining ditch and 
hedge form part of the highway, if the highway by itself is of the 
definite width (71). 


(g) Heimiker v. Howard (1904), 90 L. T. 107; Craven {Earl) v. Pridmore 
(1902), 18 T. L. E. 282. 

(^) Vowles V. Miller (1810), 3 Taunt. 137. In some places a light of “free- 
board’* or “ deerleap” extending several feet beyond the hedge is claimed by 
local custom, see note (p), p. 126, poet. 

(0 Quy V. West (1808), cited 2 Selwyu’s N. P., 13th ed., p. 1244, Compare 
Jit Beljaat Doth Act (1867), 1. B, 1 Eq. 128. 

(k) Woolrych, Party Walls and Fences, p. 283. Compare Matts y, Hawkins 
(18l»), 5 Taunt. 20. 

(l) Dae d. Pring v. Pcarsey (1827), 7 B. & 0. 304. As to the duty of fencing 

binways, see title Highways, Streets and Bridges. • 

(m) Searhg y. ToUmham Rail. Co. (1868), L. E. 5 Eq. 409. 

(n) Bimcox v. Yardley Rural Distrut Counal (1906), 69 J. P. 66. 
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Part II. — Rights and Duties of Owners 
as to Fences. 

Sect. 1. — In General, 

250 . Although fences are frequently used to designate the situa- 
tion of boundaries, none the less they are primarily guards against 
intrusion, and therefore in this sense the term includes not only 
hedges, banks, and walls, but also ditches (o). 

The term “freeboard ** or “ freebord ” land is commonly applied 
to a strip of land, varying in width according to local custom, out- 
side and adjoining the fence of a manor park, forest, or other estate, 
which belongs to or of which a right of user is claimed by the owner 
of the land within the fence (p). 

Sect. 2. — Trees on or near Boundaries. 

251 . Where the branches of a tree belonging to one landowner 
or occupier overhang tlie soil of another adjoining landowner or 
occupier, the latter may at any time cut off so much of the branches 
as overhangs his land without notice to the former ((/), jirovided that 
in so doing he does not trespass on the adjoining land. But an 
adjoining owner is not entitled to lop the tree as a precautionary 
measure before it overgrows his land merely because he knows that 
in the course of time the boughs will probably overhang his land (r). 

Although an adjoining owner has the right to trim hedges and 
lop the branches of trees belonging to another which overhang his 
land, yet the watching to see when trimming and lopping are 
necessary and the operation of trimming and lopping are burdens 
which ought not to be cast upon a neighbour by the acts of an 
adjoining owner. Thus, a person who has planted poisonous trees 
near his boundary and permits the branclips to extend over the 
land of an adjoining owuier will bo liable in case they are eaten 
))y the latter’s cattle for any consequent injury to the cattle (s). 
On the same principle, an action for an injunction and for damages 
will lie against an owner who allows the branches of his trees to 
overhang his Ijonndary and thereby cause injury to his neighbour’s 
crops (i). Blit if the overhanging trees are not in fact doing any 
damage, it seems that the only riglit of the person whose land is 
overhung is to cut back the overhanging portions (a). 

(0) Woolrych. Vaitv Walls aud Foiicos, p. liSl. 

(/>) See Sol. Jo. 1901, p. 118, Mon. An^l. Part If., fol. 211 ; Selden Society, 
PlOttS of thje Foreei. Thus, Jiicliniond Pai k has a fieehoai d of sixteen and a half 
leet ouMde tho boundary wall. 

(j) T. WM, [1895] A, 0. 1 ; and see Virherwg v. Rudd (181*5), 4 

(1616), 1 Roll. Rep. 893. 

(1) vtQiwhmBt V, Artmaham JUmal Board (1878), 1 Ev. I). 6, 10. 

(t) Sniftih V. Hiddy, [19041 2 K B. 448. 

(w) pa” J., at p. 451. The fact that the nlaintifT possesses 

thi* femedy la no ansv^er to an action ioi daiuages it aiiy nave lu fact been 
sustained (thtd , pet \Vni.s, J., at p. 461). 
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On the other hand, no action will lie if the cattle of the adjoining 
owner trespass by reaching over the boundary line and eat the oa 

foliage of poisonous trees the branches of which do not extend over 
the boundary (a), or probably if poisonous leaves from trees grow- 
mg naturally on the land are blown on to the adjoining land, and Damagefrom 
cause injury to the cattle eating them <h), trees which 

252. No right to have trees overhanging the land of another can 
be acquired by prescription or under the Statutes of Limitation, 
since the trees grow from year to year (c). 

253. Jf ii man is unable to lop his tree without the boughs Entry on 

falling upon the land of his neighbour, he may well justify the * 

felling upon his neighbour’s land, because otlierwise he could not 

lop at all (d) ; and if a tree grows so that the fruit falls upon the 
land of another, the owner of the tree may enter upon the other’s 
land for the purpose of taking possession of the fruit (/;). 

254. Wliero the roots of a tree project into the soil of another, Projecting 
although it is possible that the owner of the soil may cut the roots 

in his land, none the less he will acquire no property in the 
tree (/). 

Sect. 3. — Dangerous Fences, 

255. If a person chooses to fence with material of such a kind Liability for 
as he must have known would decay and be likely to cause damage ^amterous 
in the ordinary course of things, he will bo liable for the natural materials, 
result of his acts (</). Similarly, the owner of a cattle market who^j? 

takes a toll for his own benefit is responsible if the fences of the 


(a) routing v. [1894] 2 Q..B. 2S1. Compare Wilson v. Newberry 

(1871), L. K. 7 Q. B. Jil. “See also title Agriculture, Vol. I., pp. 296, 297. 

(&) Smith V. Giddy (1904), 73 Ij. J. (q. b.) 894, at p. 896, wnere the case ia 
more fully reported than in [1904] 2 K. B. 448. Compare Giles y. Walker (1890), 
18 ft. B. D. Goo, where thistle seed was blown on to adjoining land. It is conceived 
that if poisonous tree.s wore planted artificially the owner would bo liable for 
damage done by their leaves being blown on to adjoining land, on the principle 
of Sic utere tuo ut alienum non Ivedas^ unless the owner could plead via major or 
act of G-od, “ a high gale”; see Smith v. Giddnj (1904), 73 L. J. (q. b.) 894, 
per Ken^’EDY, j., at p. 890. 

(c) Lemmon v. Wehb^ [1895] A. 0. 1 ; and see y.Budd (1815), 4 Camp. 

219. 

(d) Duke and Dunstanh Case (1586), Oodb. 52. 

(e) Y. B. Lib. Ass. 8 Edw. 4; Millan v. b'a/ndrye (1626), Poph. 161, 163. 

(/) Masters v. Pollie (1619), 2 Koll. Hep. 141, where, in an action of trespass for 
breaking into the plaintiff’s close and taking away his boards, the defendant 
contended that, as the roots extended into his soil and had been nourished by 
it, he was entitled to a share of the tree, but it was held that, as the body of 
the tree was in the plaintiff’s land, the whole of the tree belonged to the plain- 
tiff, though it was admitted that, had the pldntiff planted the tree ia soil 
of the defendant, it would have been otherwise ; see Hetherinykla v. 0a^.{l:905), 
7 F. (Ot. of Sess.) 706. 

(o) Firth V. Bowling Iron Co, (1878), 3 0. P. D. 254, where a t^ant, who was 
under liability to fence for the benefit of the adjoining tenaiodb, used^wire-xope 
for the purpose, which decayed from long exposure, and JeB on to the latter’s 
land, and was swallowed hy and killed his cattle, and was held liable. 

The result, it is conceived, would be the same if the ctittle h^ licked oft the 
pieces from the fence and suffered injury. 
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Siuci a. 

Dangerous 

Fenceciit 

Baffced wire. 


Extent of 
landowner's 
duty to fence 
against his 
neighbour. 


Ko general 
duty to fence 
against the 
public. 


♦ 


cattle*pp^8 are in a dangerous condition, ejj»^ spiked and of in- 
BUfficielit height, and the cattle are injured in consequence (ft)* 

Fences along highways may not be constructed of barbed wire, if 
its use is likely to be injurious to persons or animals lawfully using 
such highways {i). 

Sect. 4. — Erection^ Maintenance and Repair of Fences. 

SUB-?BCr. 1. — No Uencral LiahiHiy to femt. 

256. The owners of adjoiiiing closes are not bound to fence 
either against or for tlie benefit ot each other (a), tho general i ule 
being that a man is only bound- to take care that his cattle or other 
animals do not trespass upon the lauds of his neighbour (b). 

A landlord who leases a part of his land and retains the rest in 
liis hands is under no obligation, apart from express agreement, to 
keep the fences in repair so as to prevent the lessee’s cattle from 
straying on to his land (c) ; for the occupier, as distinguished from 
the owner, is as a rule bound to repair and maintain fences (d), and 
for this purpose ho is allowed, as between himself and his landlord, 
reasonable estovers (e). 

257. The owner of land across or by the side of which a high- 
way runs is under no duty, as a general rule, to fence off liis land 
from the highway {/). Similarly, there is no general duty cast upon 
an owner of land to fence in any excavation made in his land((^), 
BO long as the excavation does not adjoin a highway (fe), and 
therefore persons straying from a highway do so, as a general rule, 
at their peril (i). 


(b) Lax V. Darhngton Corporation (1879), 5 Ex. I) 29. 

(#) This was so even belore the puasiii^ of the Baibed Wire Act, 1893 (56 & 
Vic' ^ ^ . 


Chnnhill V. Elans (1809), 1 Taunt. 


67 Viet, c. {Fenna v. Clare C"o., [1895] 1 Q. B, 199). See further, title 
Highways, Stueeis and Bkidges. 

(а) Star v. Rookeshy (1710), 1 Salk. 335 ; 

629 ; Hilton v. Anhesson (1872), 27 L. T. 519. 

(б) Lawrtnve v. Jenkins (1873), L. 11. 8 (1. B. 27*1, 278; Hoyle v. Tamlyn 
(1827), 6 B. & 0. 329. See title Animals, Vol. I., pp 376, 380. As to the 
liability of an owner ^^ho is under an obligation to feiue, and fails to do so, ior 
the damage done by his animals on the land of an<ither, or to another’s animals 
on his land, see p. 182, post, 

(cl Erakine v. Adeane (1873), 8 Oh. App. 756. 

(a) Cheeiham v. Ilampson (1791), 4 Term Hep. 318. See Star v. Itookesbyt 
supra; Ilolhach y. Warner (1023), Cio. Jac. 665, and title Lakdlokd and 
Tenant. 

(c) Co. Litt. 41 b. 

(/) Binks V. South Yorkshire Rad, and River Dun Co, (1862), 3 B. & S. 244 ; 
Potter V. Parry (1869), 7 W. K. 182 ; and compare IlardcasUey, South Ywlcshne 
Rail, Co, (1859), 4 U. & N. 67, For the fencing of highways generally, see title 
Highways, Siueki's and Bkidges; and see pp. 129, 130, post, for exceptions 
to the above rule. 

(ff) ComvM V. UdeAropohian Commissioners of Sewers (1856), 10 Exch, 771, 
per PoUfOQK, O.B., at p. 773 ; Blythe v. Topham (1607), Cro. Jac. 158, 

(h) See p. 129, post, 

(i) Haracasils v. South YorJcshire Rati, Oq,, supra; Dinks v. South Yorkshire 
McfiU. and^River Dm Co*t supra; Jvrdin v. Crump (1841), 8 M, ^ W. 782, per 
AU>ekson, B., at p. 788; Hawhen y. Shearer (1887), 56 L. J. (q. b.) 284, at 
p. 266; EmnseU y. Smyth (1860), 7 0. B. (n. s.) 731. For the exceptions to , 
this role, see pp. 129, 130, post. As to injuries to persons on the lands of 
othi^, see geneially, title Tout. 
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: 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Special Liahility to fence. 

258. A liability to erect or repair a fence may exist at commoh 
law (A); it may also be created by Act of Parliament (Z), agree- 
ment {m), or prescription (n). 

Where there is an excavation (o) in land which amounts to a 
public nuisance (p) by reason of its adjoining a highway ( 7 ), or 
being sufficiently near to it to be dangerous if left unfenced (?•), a 
duty is cast on the person occupying the land («) to fence the 
excavation. If he neglects this duty, he is liable for any injury 
caused to persons lawfully passing along the highway, or to their 
property, even though the obligation of fencing the highway is by 
statute expressly imposed on someone else (t), except where the 
excavation has existed from time immemorial (u), or, at all events, 
was made before the dedication of the highway (w). A similar duty 
appears to exist where the excavation, tliougli not near a highway, 
is near a private way which the public are invited to use (.r). 

Except where a duly to fence against the public (a) exists, the 
owner is only bound to prevent injury to persons lawfully on the 
land (fo), or to their property (c). Thus, where the person opening 
a pit or shaft or enlarging an old quarry is not the owmer of the 
surface, ho is bound to fence so as to prevent injury to cattle 
belonging to the owner of the surface (d). And where a person in 

(/c) See p. 129, post. 

(/) See p. 130, post 

(m) union v. Ankeeson (1872), 27 L. T. 019; Green v. Eahs (1841), 2 Q. B. 
225 ; and see p. 131, post 

{v) Lawrern'e v. Jenkins (1873), L. P. 8 Q. B. 274; Barher v. WhiteJey (1805)^^ 
34 L. J. (q. b.) 212 ; Boyh v. Tamlyn (1827), 0 B, & C. 329; and see p. 132, post, 

(f^) As, for example, an area {Barnes v. Ward (1850), 9 0. B. 392) or canal 
(Manley v. St. Helens Canal and Rail. Co. (1858), 2 H. & N. 810). 

(p) Barnes y. War d^ supra ; Cornwell y. Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers 
(1855), 10 Exch. 771, per Majitin, B., at p. 774. For nuisances generally, seo 
title Nuisance. 

(7) Barnes v. Ward, supra. See Ilounsell v. Smyth (18G0), 7 0. Ih (n. r.) 731. 

(r) Hardcastle y. South Yorkshire Rail, and River Dun Co. (1859), 4 11. & N. 
Gl,per Pollock, C.B., at p. 75; Hadley v. Taylor (1865), L. li. 1 0. P. 53. 

(s) Hadley v. Taylor, supra; and compare Cheetham y. llampson (1791), i 
Term Rep. 318; Bishop y. Bedford Charity Trustees (1859\ 1 E. & E. 697. 
But the owner, though not in occupation, is liable where, as between himself 
and the occupier, he has undertaken tho duty of fencing (Payne y, Royers (1794), 

2 Hy. Bl. 349). Compare Bush v. Sieinman (1799), 1 Bos. it P. 404. 

(t) Weitor v. I)u7ik (1864), 4 E, & F. 298. 

(w) C&mwell y. Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers, supra (ditch) ; Wilson 
V. Halifax Corporation (1868), L. R. 3 Exch. 114, per Kelly, C.B., at p. 118. 

(ic) Fisher y. Browse (1862), 2 B. & S, 770; Robbins y. Jones (1863), 15 
C B. (n. 8.) 221. 

(a;) Binks y. South Yorkshire Rail, and River Dun Co. (1862), 3 B. & S. 244, per 
Blackbukn, J., at p. 264 ; Corby v. Hill (1858), 4 C. B. (n. 8.) 556, per Byles, J., 
at p. 561. 

(a) See p. 130,j3os<. 

(h) Corby v. Hill, supra, per Willes, J., at p, 567 ; Holmes v. North Easiei'n 
Bail. Co, (1871), L. R. 6 Exch. 123, Ex. Ch. As to the distinction between 

f ersons lawfully on the land and bare licensees, see Indermaur v. Dames (1867), 

'i. R, 2 0. P. 311 ; Southcote v. Stanley (1858), 1 H. &N. 247 ; Hounsill v. Smyth, 
supra, per Williams, J., at p. 743 ; and title Toet. 

(c) Blythe V. Topham (1607), Cro. Jac. 158. 

(a) lie Williams y. Groiicott (1863), 4 B. & S. 149; Hawken r. Shearer (188T), 
60 E. J. (Q. B.) 284; Syhray v. White (1836), 1 M. it W. 435, per Pabke, B., at 

H.I..— HI. % ^ 
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the exewise of statutory powers diverts a public footpath, it hij 
duty to protect, by fencing or otherwise, reasonably careful persoiis 
from injury by going astray at the point of diversion {e), 

259 . Any owner opening a pit or shaft in his land within twenty- 
five yards of a can-iage or cart way is under a statutory duty to 
jirotect it by a proper fence (/), and is liable for injury occasioned 
by the failure to do so ; and the fact that any person injured by 
the neglect to fence is a trespasser would seem to be immaterial (jg). 
Moreover, in the case of disused mines, the omission on the part 
of the owner of the mine, and every other person interested therein, 
to fence any shaft or side entrance within fifty yards of any high- 
way, road, footpath, or place of public resort, or in any open or 
ui unclosed ground, is made by statute (//) a nuisance under s. 91 
of the Public Health Act, 1875 u). 

260 . It is the duly of a bishop, rector, i)arbon, vicar, or other 
(‘cclesiastical person to lepair and maintain the fences of the lauds 
held respectively by them jure ecclcaice^ and such persons are 
chargeable to their successors for a failure so to do(/0. 

261 . Allotments made under the Inclosure Act, 1845 (Z), must, 
except as in the Act mentioned, be inclosed, ditched, and fenced, 
and the fences maintained, at the expense of the respective allottees 
and as directed by the valuer {m). If the owner or occupier of an allot- 
ment neglects to make the requisite fences, the owner or occupier 
of any other allotment in the same inclosure, if aggrieved by such 
neglect, may after due notice in writing make the fences or ditches 
liimsolf and recover the cost from the defaulting owner or occupier (?i). 

262 . A railway company is unrler a statutory duty(o) to make 
and at all times to maintain proper fences between the railway 

p. 440. Seo Church lU Y, Evans (1S09), 1 Taunt. 629, wliPro two persons had 
concuiient possession of a clo&o, the one having the right to quarry and the 
other having lights of pasture etc. and, the court being divided, the question 
whether eimer one was bound to guaid against casual damage to tlio other 
aiising out of the enjoyment of his light was not decided but it was held tliat 
the ono could not distrain the cattle of the othei damage feasant. 

(c) Ilvrst V. Taylor (1866), 11 U. B. 918. 

(/) lIighwayAct, 1886 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 60), s. 70. See title Uighways, 
Si RICE IS AND Bridges. 

{q) Compare Jordtn v. Crump (1841), 8 M. & W. 782. 

(A) Coal-mines Eegulation Act, 1867 (60 & 61 Vict. c. 68), s. 37 ; Metal- 
liferous Mines Regulation Act, 1872 (36 & 36 Vict. c. 77), s. 13. For the fencing 
of mines generally, see title Mines, Minerals and Uuarries. 
ft) 38 & 39 Vict. c. 55. See tuither, titles Public Health Ere. ; Nuisance. 
(Zr) Ecclesiastical Dilapidations Act, 1871 (34 & 36 Vict. c. 43), s. 4; and see 
title Ecclesiastical Law. As to the fences of churchyards and ourial grounds, 
see title Burial and Cremation, pp. 411, 412, 616, 529, 530, 535, 644, post, 
fZ) 8 & 9 Vict. c. 118. See title Allotments, Vol I., pp. 336 et sea, 

(i») 8. 83. bee s. 72 as to fencing of allotments made for the purpose 

of providing stone etc. for lepair of roads, s. 73 as to fencing of allotments 
vested in parochial authoiities, and s. 113 as to fencing of inclosed poitions of 
commons set out as regulated paetuies, and gen ei ally, as to allotments, title 
AlXOTJCENl’S, f ol. 1. 

(n) Inclosme Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Vict. c. 99), s. 12. This section does not take 
away any other remedy which the aggneved party may have. 

(o> Railways Cdauses Consolidation Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20), s. 68. See fully, 
Iks to the difkty of a railway company in this behalf, title Railways and Canals. 
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the ,a4ioining knd(j?). This duly is, however, not one of 
general application, so as to compel the railway to fence against 
the world (g), except in the case of level crossings (r). It is a duty 
towards the owners and occupiers of the adjoining land only (s), 
and the company may be discharged from it by the payment of 
compensation (a). 

263. The erection and repair of fences may be made the subject 
of an agreement (Z>). Wheiepart of an estate is being sold, it is 
important that the contract should state expressly who is to erect 
or maintain the boundary fence between tlie part sold and the part 
retained. In the absence of any such statement, neither party 
will be under any obligation to fence, though each of them must 
take precautions to prevent his cattle or animals from trospassiiig 
on the land of the other (c). A covenant to repair all tlie e\fern.il 
parts of tho demised premises renders the covenantor liable to 
repair a boundary wall adjoining other buildings (d). 

Tho agreement may also, it seems, be implied. Thus, in the case 
of an ancient inclosure it is a fair and reasonable ])re8iim])tion that 
the lord imposed as part of the terms on wliicli the exclusive 
possession was to be granted to the incloser that for the futuie he 
would take upon himself the duty of fencing as against the cattle 
of the commoners; and an inclosure of iho waste lauds under an 
Inclosure Act will not put an end to the liability (c). 

Where, in a suit for specific performance, it a^jpears that a 
covenant has been entered into by a former purchaser ot the 
property with tho owners and occupiers for the time being of certain 
adjoining lands to make and maintain the boundary fences, and 
the expressed intention was that the covenant should run with tho 


(р) Tho railway company is not obliged to fence one pat of its piopoity 
from another {Roberts y. Great Western Rati. Co. (ISoS), 4 0. B. (n. s.) o 06), 
except wheie ncccs^aiy for the protection ot perboiiB lawlully using buth 
propeity (Marjill v. South Wales Rail. Co. (1860), 8 0. 13. {n. s.) ^>25). 

{q) Buxton V. North Fasiern Rail. Co. (1808), L. B. 3 Q. B , Hitlftis v. 
Fast and Wi'it India Doils dt. Rati. Co. (1832), 12 C. 13. 160, and coiupaie 
Child y. /Aar/fc (1874), Jj. E. 9 Exch. 176; Ilarrold v. Great UWtMA Rad. Co. 
(1866), 14 L. T. 440. 

(r) llailways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1843 (8 A 9 Vict c. 20), s 47 ; Fawcett 
V. Yfyrh and Neyrth Midland Rati. Co. (1861), 16 Q B. 610. Tho duty does not 
extend to level crossings on private railways {Mahon v. Baird (1878), 3 App. 
Cas. 1082). 

(fi) Or persons claiming through them {Dawson v. Midland Rail. Co (1872), 
L. li. 8 Exch. 8). 

(o) Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20), s. 68. But 
the payment of compensation to the owner does not dischaige the company’s 
liability towards the occupier (Cor ryv. Great Western Rail. Co. (1881), 7 Q. 13.1). 
322, C. A.). 

{h) Hilton V. Anhesson (1872), 27 L T 319; Firfh v. Bowling Iron Co. (1878), 
3 C. P. I). 264. 

(с) Ilothach v. Warner (1623), Cro. Jac. 666 ; Barber v, WhrUley (1865), 34 
L.^J. (q. B.) 212. But see Doyle v. Drake (1605), Moore (k. b.I 775, ^hero f«ur 
judges were equally divided in opinion on the question whether tho vendor or 
the purchaser was under an obligation to fence. 

(ch Crtfw V. Hales (1841), 2 Q. B. 225. 

(c) Barber T# Whitelcy, sujrra. Compare Hai^h v. We^t, [1893] 2 Q. B. 19, 
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SfJtJNDARiBtJ, Fences and Party- Walls. 

land) the question of the obligation being binding on a future, 
purchaser is too doubtful to admit of the title being forced upon 
him (/). 

264 . A right to have fences kept in repair is not an easement 
within the terms of the Prescription Act, 1832 (ff), and therefore a 
prescriptive right to have a fence kept in repair must be made 
out independently of that statute, and by force of the old law (k). 

By prescrii)tion a landowner may be bound at his pei’il to 
maintain at all times, and without notice to repair it, a suflicient 
fence between his land and that of his neighbour. In that case, 
except in the case of damage hy the act of God or ris 7nqjor, ho will 
be answerable for damage sustained by cattle escaping from his 
neighbour’s close by reason of the defective state of the fence (i), 
Further, the true nature of the prescription being that the land- 
owner is bound at his own risk to have a suflicient fence always 
existing, he will be liable for any injury arising from the defective 
state of the fence, notwithstanding that he had no notice of the 
want of repair (k). 

Suh-Segt. 3. — Extent and Consequences of Liahility to fence. 

265 . The liability to fence, when it exists, extends in many cases 
to the consequences arising from the neglect to fence. Thus, if a 
man allow his cattle to trespass, he will be answerable in damages 
for such injury caused by thorn as it is ordinarily in their nature to 
commit, or the animals may be distrained damage feasant, and 
impounded to secure compensation for the injury done{l). Con- 
versely, if a man is under an obligation to fence for the benefit of 
the adjoining owner, and fails to do so, he will be liable if the 
animals of the adjoining owner stray on to his land and are there 
injured (m). 

An obligation, where one exists, to fence and to keep the fence 
in repair does not extend beyond the adjoining close and such 
animals as may be lawfully there. Thus, where a person puts his 
cattle into his own field, and they escape into the adjoining field 
through a defect in the fence which the adjoining owner is bound to 
repair, and thence into the field of a third person through a gap in the 
fence which such person is bound to keep in repair, the third jierson 
is not prevented by his default from maintaining trespass against 

(/) Potter V. Parry (1859), 7 W. Ik 182. 

{y) 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 71. See title Easements and Pkofits a riiENOiiE. 

(A) Sfar^. Rooheshy (yi\Q)y 1 8alk. 335; Nowely. Smith (1598), Cro. Eliz. 709; 
Anon. (1674), 1 Vent. 264; Boyle y. Tamlyn (1827), 6 B. & C. 329; Lawrence 
y. Jenkins (1873), L. R. 8 Q. B. 274. 

(i) See cases cited in last note. 

(A) Latvrence v. JenkhiSf supra. 

(i) Baden v. Boscoe, [1891] 1 Q. B. 60S ; Powell y. Salisbury (1828), 2 Y. & J, 
391 : Lee v. RtHey (1865), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 722 ; Ellis y. Loftus Iron Co. (1874), 
Jj. R. 10 (IP, 10. As to distress damage feasant, see Singleton v. WilUamson 
(1861), 7 H, & N. 410; and see generally, title Animals, Vol. I., pp. 375 
et $eq, 

(m) Powell y. Salisbury^ supra ; Anon. (1674), 1 Vent, 264 ; Booth y, Wilscm 
ns 17), 1 B, & Aid. 59, where tjie principle applied though the plaii^tift WM Qi^ly 
^e gratuitous bailee (if anipiw whiph escaped and was kme4t ^ 



Part It— R ights and Duties of Owkees as to Fences. 


189 


the owner of the cattle ; for his obligation to fence extends only 
to the field adjoining his own and such animals as are lawfully 
there (n). 

Conversely, the owner of cattle which escape into an adjoining 
close through a delect in fences which the adjoining owner was 
bound to repair can have no claim for any damage to the cattle, 
unless lie had an interest in the close from which they escaped, 
lhati is to siiy, unless liis cattle were lawfully in that close (o). 

Tlio same principles ap])lyin the case of cattle escaping from the 
owner’s land on to land jKljoining a railway, and thence on to the 
railway ; for tlio obligation on a railway comiian^^ is only to fence as 
against llie adjoining land(/)). 

The right; of action arising in consequence of defects in fences 
which an adjoining owner is hound to repair is not confined to 
injui-ies done to animals of which the person suing is the owner, 
but extends to injuries done to the animals of others in his possession, 
even although he may be only a gratuitous bailee {q). 

Wliere cattle belonging to one person stray on to the adjoining 
land tlirough the defective state of the fences which the owner of 
the adjoining land is bound to keep in repair, the adjoining owner is 
not justified in simply driving them off his own land, but must put 
them back into the close from whicli they escaped by his default(r). 

266. AVheu cattle liclonging to a stranger escape into the land of 
another either by breaking the fences if there is no defect in tliom, 
or by trespassing owing to a defect in the fences which neither the 
landlord nor his tenant is bound to repair, they may he distrained 
immediately for any rent due(,s). But if they escape through the 
defect of fences whicli the landlord or his tenant is bound toreiiair, 
they cannot be distrained by the landlord for rent due, although 
ihoy have been levant and couchaut, unless the owner of the cattle, 
after notice that they are on the land, neglects or refuses to drive 
them away within a reasonable time; for otherwise the landlord 
would bo taking advantage of his own wrong (t). 

However, the lord of a manor or grantee of a rent-charge in a 
similar case may distrain the cattle after they have been levant and 
coucliant, although no notice is given to the owner ; for, there being 
no such obligation on the lord of the manor or on the owner of the 
rent-charge to fence as there is on the landlord, notice is not 
necessary (a). 

(ri) Right v. Baynard (1674), Breem. (k. b.)379 ; SacMnll [Sir Geo.) v. Milward 
(1444^, Vin. Abr. tit. Pences, B 4 ; and compare Dovaston v. Bayne (1795), 2 
lly. Bl. 527. 

(o) Foinfrct v. Rhroft (1680), 1 Wm. Snund. 567, 560. 

(p) Riciceits v. Bast and West India Docks etc. Rail. Co. (1852), 12 0. B. 160. As 
to fencing railways, see title Railways and CanaIjS. 

(g) Rvoth V. Wilson (1817), 1 B. & Aid. 59. Compare Broadwater v. Blot 
(1817), liolt (n. p.), 647. See title Bailment, Vol. I., p. 664. . 

(r) Carruthera v. Hollis (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 113. 

(a) Jones v. Powell (1826), 5 B. & C. 647 ; Co. Litt. 47 b. 

► (0 Poole V. Longnevill (1670), 2 Saund. 282; Kim'p v. Cruwea (1696), 2 Lut. 

1573 ; Rlmore v. Tucker (1704), C Mod. Rep. 198. 

(a) Saffery v. Elyood (1834), 1 AA. & El. 191 ; Co, J^itt. iii. 265 ; iee c^s^i 
oitea ill preceding 
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Sub-Seot. 4. — ExUnguuhmmt of Liahility, 

267. A man is not bound to fence against his own land, and 
therefore, where a man is bound to fence against adjoining land, 
his obligation to maintain the fences comes to an end when he pur- 
chases that land (/;). And further, if a duty to fence against adjoin- 
ing land has been once extinguished by the unity of possession and 
ownership, it will not be revived by the lands afterwards passing 
into the hands of different persons (c). In order, however, that a 
prescriptive right may be extinguished by unity of ownership, the 
two estates must be equal in duration, in quality, and in all other 
circumstances of right {d). 

The liability of an owner to fence against adjoining land is not 
extinguished by his allowing a new higiiway to be made on part of 
his land, thereby destroying a portion of the fence (c). 


Part III. — Party- Walls. 

268. The terra “party-wall” may be used in four different 
senses (/), as meaning (1) a wall of which two adjoining owmers are 
tenants in commoner/); (2) a wall divided longitudinally into two 
strips one belonging to each of the adjoining owners Qi) ; (B) a wall 
which belongs entirely to one of the adjoining owners, but is subject 
to an easement or right in the other to have it maintained as a 
dividing wall between the two tenements (0 ; (4) a wall divided 
longitudinally into two moieties, each moiety being subject to a 
cross easement in favour of the owner of the other moiety ( 7). 

A wall may be in part of its length and height a party-wall and 
as regards the rest an external w^all (/c). 


(h) (Sir Geo,) v. Mi/tranl (14J-I), Viu. Abr. tit. Fences, A 1 ; Y. J3. 

22 li. 6, 78. 

(c) Po1u8 V, Henstock (1671), 1 Yont. 97. 

(cQ R, V. Hermitage {Inhabitants) (1693), Carth. 239, 241. See further, as to 
this, title Easements and Pkofits a Piiendee. 

(e) Winter v. Charter (1829), 3 Y. & J. 308 

If) Watson V. Gray (1880), 14 Ch. D, Wt^per Eey, J., atp. 194. The law with 
reference to party -wails within the axiininistrativo county of London is contained 
in the London Building Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. ccxiii.), the London Building 
Act 1894 (Amendment) Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet. c. cxxxvii.), and the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1905 (5 Edw. 7, c. oeix.), and is fully treated 
tinder title Metuopolis. 

M WilUhire V. Sidford (1827), 1 Man. & Ry. (k. b.) 404; Culitt v. Porier 
{1828),8 B. & 0.257, , ^ : 

i h) Matts V. Hawkins (1813), 5 Taunt 20. 
t) Watmn v.* Oray^ suprat per Fey, J., at p. 195. 
j) Ibid, 

k) Weston y. Arnold (1873), 8 Ch. App. 1084, 1090; Drury y. Army and 
Navy Amiliary (h-o-perative Supply, [1896] 2 Q. B. 271, See Voleheric v. 
qo. (ISJd). I Q. B. 234 ^ Knight y, (1879), U Oh. D. 
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260 . Where a wall is built on the boundary of two adjoining 
pieces of land, so that the centre of the wall coincides with the 
boundary line, the adjoining owners are not tenants in common of 
the wall, even although the wall was erected at their joint expense, 
but the property in the wall follows the property in the land upon 
which it stands where the quantity of the land contributed by each 
proprietor is known. There is therefore no transfer of the property 
of either proprietor to the other, hut both of them remain owners 
of their respective lands in severalty as before, each having the 
ordinary remedy for any injury done to his portion of the wall (Z). 

In the event, however, of the circumstances in which the wall 
was built and the amount of land contributed by each adjoining 
owner being unknown, it is presumed that the wall belongs to the 
adjoining proprietors as tenants in common (m). 

The common user by adjoining owners of a party wall separating 
their properties is primd facie evidence that the wall and the land 
on which it stands belong equally to them as tenants in conimon(n). 

270 . Where a wall is not common property, but one-half of it 
belongs exclusively to one proprietor and the other half of it exclu- 
sively to the other, either proprietor may pull down that portion of 
the wall standing on his own land, although sufficient support 
may not be left for the portion of the wall which belongs to his 
neighbour (o), provided the work be done reasonably and without 
negligence (p). 

The mere circumstance of the juxtaposition of the walls of two 
adjoining owners casts no obligation upon the owner pulling down 
his wall to give notice to th'e other of his intention, and gives no 
right to the other to have his wall shored up (q). 

The owner of premises adjoining those pulled down must shore 
up his own premises on the inside and do everything reasonably 
necessary for their preservation ; but at the same time his omission 
to do so will not prevent his recovering if the pulling down be 
irregularly and improperly done and injury is thereby caused; for 
the person so pulling down his house may be liable, although the 
owner of the house may not have done all that he ought for his own 
protection (r). 


Paht III. 
♦Party- 
Wall#. 


Divided 
ownership 
of party- wall. 


Ownership 
in common. 


Kights and 
duties of 
owners where 
party-wall 
owned in 
severalty. 


(^) Matts V. Hawlcins (1813), 5 Taunt. 20; Hutchinson v. Mains (1832), Ale. 
& N. 155. Compare Sheffield Imjyroved Industrial and Provident Society v. Jarvis^ 
[1871] W. N. 208 ; Waddington v. Naylor (1889), 60 L. T. 480 ; Mayfair Property 
Co. V. Johnston j [1894] 1 Oh. 508. It is a question for the jury whether a 
part)'’- wall is in fact fairly built half on each side of the boundary, and any 
minute inaccuracy of inoasuromont must be disregarded {Reading v. Rarttard 
(1827), 1 Mood. & M. 71). 

(m) Wiltshire v. Sidford (1827), 1 Man. & Ey. (k. B.) 404 ; CuUtt v. Porter 
(1828), 8 B. & 0. 257. 

(m) Cuhitt V. Porter y supra; Wiltshire v. Sidford^ supra, at p, 408; ^pnes V. 
Rma (1876), I. E. 10 C. L. 316 ; Standard Bank of British South America v. 
Stokes (ISIS), 9 Oh. D. 68, at p. 71. 


401 


(0) Wigfbrd v. Gill (1592), Cro. Eliz. 269; Wiltshire v. Sidford, st^ra, atp. 


Kempeton v. BuUer (1861), 12 I. 0. L. E. 616. 

[q) Chadwick v. Trtywer (1839), 8 Bing. (n. a) 1 ; Kempston v. BuUer mpra ; 
Peyton v. London Corporation (1829), 9 B. & 0. 726« 

(r) Falters v. Pfdl (1829), 1 Mood. & M. 362. 
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The fact that the property injured was in so ruinous a condition 
that it could not have stood much longer affords no answer to an 
action for the injury, hut may be taken into consideration by the 
jury in assessing the damages (s), 

271. There is no obligation towards a neighbour cast by law 
upon the owner of a house to keep it repaired in a lasting and sub- 
stantial manner. The only duty is to keep it in such a state that 
his neighbour may not be injured by its fall. The house may be in 
a ruinous state, provided that it be sliored sufliciently, or the house 
may be demolished altogether (i). 

Therefore a person who excavates without negligence close to his 
boundary, and in so doing shakes the foundations of a wall of his 
neighbour so that the wall falls down, is not liable for such injury in 
the absence of proof that either by prescription or by reason of 
presumed grant or implied reservation bo is under some duty to 
support the wall (u). 

Where houses have been erected in contiguity by the same owner 
upon a plot of ground and tlierefore necessarily require mutual 
support, there is, either by a presumed grant or by a presumed 
reservation, a right to such mutual support, so that the owner who 
sells one of the houses grants as against himself such a right, and 
on his own part also reserves the right, wlictlier the houses are 
parted with at one or at separate times (b). 

If a man grants a divided moiety of an outside wall of his own 
house with the intention of making such wall a party-wall between 
such house and an adjoining house to bo built by the grantee, the 
law implies the grant and reservation in favour of the grantor and 
grantee respectively of such easements as maybe necessary to carry 
out what was the common intention of the parties with regard to 
the user of the wall, the nature of those easements varying with the 
particular circumstances of each case (c). Subject, however, to such 
easements, the owner of each moiety of the wall may deal with his 
part as ho pleases, and so long as he uses it for the contemplated 
objects, and without negligence or want of due care, he is noL respon- 
sible for any nuisance or inconvenience thereby occasioned (d). Apart 
from any special local custom or express contract, neither party is 
subject to any liability if, by reason of natural decay or other 
circumstances beyond his control, his half of the wall fails down or 
otherwise passes into such a condition that the easement thereon 
becomes impossible or difficult of exercise (f?). But each party is 

( 3 ) J)oddY, Hokne (183*1), 1 Ad. & El. 493. 

(#) Chaimiler v. Robinson (1849), 4 Exch. 163. 

(a) Oayford v. NicliolU (1854), 9 Exch. 702; Wyatt r. Harrison (1832), 3 
B. & Ad. 871 *, MurcMe v, Mavh (1865), 19 C. B. (n. s.) 190 ; Smith v. ThaeJeerah 
(1866h L. B. 1 C. P. 564. See the remarks in A.-G. v. Conduit Colliery Co,, 
[1895] 1 Q. B. 301, at p. 308, on Smith v. Thaclcerah, supra. As to the acquisition 
of a prescriptive right to support, see Dalton v. Angxis (1881), 6 App. Cas.740 ; and 
titles Easemii^ts akd Peofij’s a Prendbe; Mines, Minerals and Quarries. 

(5) Ridhards v. Rose (1853), 9 Exch. 218. Compare Wheeldo^i v. Burrows 
(1879), 12 Ch. D. 31, C. A., disapproving Fy<r v. Carter (1857), 1 H. & N. 916. 

(c) Jones V. Pritchard, [1908] 1 Ch. 630, 635, following Richards v. Rose, , 
supra, and Lyttlelion Times Go. ~ Ltd. v. Warners, Ltd., [1907] A. 0. 470, 

(d) Jmm v, Pritchard, supra, at p, 636. 

(<$} lUd,, at p. 637. 
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entitled to repair the other’s half of the wall in question so far as is 
reasonably necessary for the enjoyment of any easement impliedly 
granted or reserved (/). 

No right to support, however, exists where the houses do not 
adjoin (g). 

Sk 

272 . If either of two adjoining owners whose land is separated 
by a party-wall utilise the party-wall for the purpose of building, 
or pull down the wall for the purpose of rebuilding, he is bound to 
see that reasonable skill and care are exercised in the operation, 
and that it is carried out without delay, and he cannot escape this 
obligation by delegating the performance to a contractor (h). 

Where two persons own adjoining houses separated by a party- 
wall, neither may underpin the wall unless it can be done without 
injury to the other’s house (i). 


Part HI. 

,Pajty- 

WaUs. 


User of partjfb 
wall for build* 
ing purposea. 


273 . One tenant in common of a party-wall cannot maintain 
trespass against another for an injury done to the wall, unless there 
has been a complete ouster or some destruction of the common pro- 
perty (k ) . The destruction of the whole wall for the purpose of erecting 
a better as soon as possible is not such a destruction as would enable 
one tenant in common to maintain trespass against another (1). 
But where one tenant in common after pulling down a building on 
his side of the wall increased the height and built a house with the 
roof occupying the entire width of the top, and also inserted a stone 
with an inscription stating that the wall was his, it was held that 
there was an ouster sufficient to enable the other tenant in common 
to maintain trespass (/n)* 

If one of two tenants in common of a party-wall excludes the 
other from using it by placing an obstruction on the wall, the only 
remedy of the latter is to remove the obstruction {n). 


When tenant 
in common of 
party-wall 
can maintain 
trespass. 


(/) rJones V. IWikhard, [1908] 1 Ch. 030, (J38, discussing Taj/lur v. Whitehead 
(1781), 2 Doug. 749 ; Fomfret v. Ricroft (1080), 1 Wms. Sauad. 560. 

((/) Solomon v. V^intners^ Co, (1859), 4 II. & N. 585, where the houses of the 
plain tilt' and defendant were separated by a house belonging to a third person, 
all three houses having boon for a considorable number of years obviously out 
of the perpendicular and depending on each other for support, and it was held, 
there being no connection between the houses either in title or possession, that 
the plaintiff could not recover damages from the defendant for pulling down his 
house, in consequence of which the house adjoining the defendant’s house fell, 
thereby depriving the plaintiff’s house of support. 

(/i) 'PJiugtrY, Uockeri (1858), 1 Y. & F. 142; llughesy, Fercival (1888), 8 App. 
Cas. 443; Crihh v. Kynodi, Ltd., [1907] 2 K. B. at p. 559. As to the effect of 
the employment of a contractor upon the liability of the employer, see generally 
title Tout. 

(i) Bradhee v. ChHst'a Hospital (1813), 4 Man. & G. 714, 761 ; Standard Bank 
of British South America v. Stohss (1878), 9 Ch. D. 68. See Mayfair Properti^ 
Co, v. Johnston^ [1894] 1 Ch. 508. 

(h) Murly v. McDermott (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 138 ; Voyce v, Voym (1820), Gow, 
201 (hedge gi’ubbedup); Murray y. Hall 7 C. B. 441 (actual expulsion) ; 

Jopss V. Read (1876), 1. B. 10 C. L. 315 (taking down wall without intention to re- 
build) : Standard Bank of British South America v. Stokes, supra, at p.* 72. See 
Noye y. Reed (1827), 1 Man. & By. 63; Jacobs y, Seward (1872), L. B. 5 H. L. 
464. 

d) CuUU V. Farter (1828), 8 B. & 0. 257 ; Jones y. Read, supra, 

(m) SUdmom v. Smith (1857), 8 E. & B. 1 ; WaUon y. Gray (1880), 14 Ch. D. 192 
(») Watson T. Gray, supra, OuUtt v. Porter^ supra, at p. 265. 
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274. The question of contribution by adjoining owners to the 
expense of building a party- wall may depend on express contract (o), 
or on a contract implied from common ■ user (p; or other circum- 
stances {q)y or on a local custom (r). 

276. Where two parties are tenants in common of a party- 
wall, either of them may enforce partition of the wall against the 
wish of the other (s), and notwithstanding any practical difficulty or 
inconvenience («). 

276. Where a man erects a house against a wall which belongs 
to and is situate on the land of the adjoining owner, using it to form 
one side of the house, length of time will not give the former a 
statutory title to thq wall (a), though probably he would require an 
easement of support for his roof (h). 

Where there is a boundary wall, and an inscription is allowed to 
remain on it stating to all the world that it belongs to the adjoining 
proprietor, no question of tlie Statute of Limitations, or of adverse 
possession, or of cesser of possession, can arise (c). 


Part IV. — Evidence of Boundaries. 

Sect. 1. — Nature of Evidence. 

Rcr-Sect. 1. — General, 

277. Evidence of boundaries differs in kind and in degree. As 
a general rule, where a deed refers to known physical and natural 
objects by means of which the boundaries of land conveyed are 
described, and also contains a statement of area, the former will 
control the latter in case of discrepancy (rf) ; and if reference is made 
to some physical object not in existence at the time, and the parties 


(0) Stuart V. SmUh (1S16), 2 Marsh. 435. 

(j>) Christie v. Mitchison (1877), 3G L. T. H21. 

fy) Irving 'V. Turnhully [1900] 2 Q. B. 129. Compare Thacker v. Wilson (1835), 
8 Ad. & El. 142 ; Jie Stone and Hastie^ [1903] 2 K. B. 463, 0. A. Where a party- 
wall held in common by adjoining owners falls into such a ruinous state that 
rebuilding is imperative, and one owner takes upon himself the whole burden 
of carrying out the work, ft is conceived that the court would compel the other 
owner to contribute his share on the ground that the expenditure was in the 
nature of salvage. See the American case Camplell v. Mesier (1820), 4 John. 
Oh. Bep. 334. 

(r) liohinsOTi v. IVwmpson (1890), 89 L. T. Jo. 137. 

(s) Mayfair Propei'ty Go, v. Johnston^ [1894] 1 Oh. 508, where a longitudinal 
partition was directed. 

(1) See Turner v. Morgan (1803), B Ves. 143 (partition of a house), and oases 
there cited. 

(rt) PhiUipson V. Gibbon (1871), 6 Ch. App. 428. See Waddington v. Naylor 
(1889), 60 L. T. 480 j Murly v. McDermott (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 138^ 

(5) Wa^dington v. Naylor, supra. See further, title Easements and PeoEits 
JL PrenDbe. 

(<?) PhilUpson V. Gibbon, rnpra^ at p. 434. See also Stedman v. Smith (1857), 8 
E. & B, 1 : Watsm v. Gray (1880), 14 Ch. D. 192, 

(cO M^ing^ Pit^erm (1859), 29 L, J. (ex.) 24; LyU y. Michards (1866), 
Jj, Qhr I H. L. wS.*, , \ ^ .... ' f ' 
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subsequently erect some object intending it to conform to the deed, 
the boundary indicated by such object will be' binding upon them, 
even although it may not actually conform to the line of boundary 
or to the acreage contained in the deed (e). 

It is always a question for the jury whether a particular parcel 
of land is or is not contained in the description of the land con- 
veyed by a deed (/). 

Sub -Sect. 2. — Extrinstc Evidence, 

278 . Extrinsic evidence is admissible to put before the court 
the same knowledge of the subject-matter of the deed as was in 
the possession of the parties thereto at the time of its execution (g). 
It may also be admitted where the description of the boundaries is 
general or ambiguous (k), and the ambiguity is latent (i) ; and in 
this way ancient grants may be explained by evidence of modern 
usage (/c), but no amount of user would prevail against the plain 
meaning of words (Z). Evidence of user prior to a grant is also 
admissible to show what was intended to pass thereby (m). 

Extrinsic evidence is admissible, in the case of a demise of 
land by admeasurement ‘‘ with the houses now erected or being 
erected thereon,” to' show that the foundations of the houses were 
actually laid at the datei of the demise and extended beyond the 
limits of the boundaries shown on the plan, with the result 
that the admeasurements and plan must be rejected as a faha 
demonstratio (?i). 

279 . Where an agreement refers specifically to a plan, oral 
evidence is admissible to identify the plan referred to, but where 


(e) See Taylor v. Tarry (1810), 1 Man. & G. (504. 

(/) Lyle V. Richards (186(5), L. R. 1 II. L. 222 ; Doe d. Freeland v. Burt (1787), 
1 Term Rep. 701 ; Kingsmill v. Millard (1855), 11 Exch, 316; Waierpark {Lord) 
V. Fenndl (1859), 7 H. L. Cas. 650. 

(^) Marly v. McDermott (1838), 8 Ad. & El, 138; Baird v. Fortuive (1861), 7 
Jur. (n. S.) 926; Van Diemen's Land Co, v. 2'ahle Cape Marine Boardy [1906] 
A. C. 92, P. C., at p. 98. Compare Doe d. I^reedy v. IJoltom (1835), 4 Ad. & El. 76. 
As to extrinsic evidence generally, see title Deeds and otiieb Instiiuments. 

(A) Doe d. Gore v. Langton (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 680, where property was con- 
veyed with the “hereditaments thereunto belonging” and extrinsic evidence 
was admitted to show the boundaries of such hereditaments ; Waterpark {Lord) 
V. Fenndly supray where property was conveyed by name and parol evidence was 
admitted to connect property with that name ; Lister v. Bickford (1865), 34 Beav. 
576. See title Sale of Land. 

(i) Lyle v. RichardSy supray per Lord Westbury, at p. 239 ; Qoodtitle d. 
Radford v. Si&athern (1813), 1 M. & S. 299. 

(/c) E.g,y that an ancient grant of a manor included the sea coast down to 
low water mark {Calmady v. Rowe (1844), 6 C, B. 861; BeUufort {Duke) v. 
Swansea Corporation (1849), 3 Exch. 413; A,-Q, v. Jones (1862), 2 H. & C. 
347 ; Le SiraTige v. Lowe (1866), 4 F. & P. 1048 ; A.~G.for Ireland v. VanddeuTy 
[1907 j A, 0. 369) ; that the words “river L.” in an ancient patent comprised 
the nver bed so far or not so far as the sea {Dorngcdl [Marquis) y, Temtde- 
mare (Lard) (1858), 9 1. C. L. R. 374 ; see Re Belfast Dodc Acf(1867), T. R. 1 Eq. 
M8) ; and that a castle was within the boundary of a county hiindred {NewccuUe 
{DuM) r. Brcwtawe Hundred {1832)‘, 4 B. & Ad. 273). 

(Z) Van Diemen's Land Co, y. Table Gape Marine Boards eupra, per Lord 
fij^SBURY, L.O., at p. 97. 

(lit) ibid*, at p. 98. 

(n) Manning v. Fitzgerald (1859), 29 L. J. (RX.) 24. See also p. 147, 
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there is not clear evidence to show what particular plan was agreed 
upon and there is no sufiicienfc verbal description of the boundaries, 
the agreement will be void for uncertainty (o) , 

280. An agreement fixing boundaries may be implied from 
conduct. Thus, the fact that a lessee, knowing that his lessors had 
agreed with the owners of the adjoining land to appoint some 
person to stake out the boundaries between, actually put himself 
into communication with the person appointed, and was present 
when the boundaries were staked out, and raised no objection, is 
strong evidence of an agreement by him to the boundaries being 
so defined (p). 

281. If a deed contains two de>scriptions of the property con* 
veyed, both being of sufficient and of equal certainty, and a variance 
is shown by extrinsic evidence to exist between them, that which 
comes first in the deed must prevail If, however, the descrip- 
tion of the land intended to be conveyed is couched in such am- 
biguous terms that it is doubtful what were intended to be the 
boundaries of the land, and the language of the descriptions equally 
admits of two different constructions, the one of whicli would make 
the quantity conveyed agree with the quantity mentioned in the 
deed, while the other would make the quantity altogether different, 
the former construction must prevail (a). 

282. Extrinsic evidence is not admissible to contradict or vary 
clear descriptions of boundaries (Ij). Thus, if a deed contains a full 
description of the land, evidence that a strip of land not included 
in the description was always occupied by the owner of the land 
undoubtedly conveyed by the deed is not admissible to contradict 
the deed (c). 

283. Where there is no ambiguity in the descriptions contained 
in a deed, evidence to show that it was intended to convey more 
than appears in the description does not become admissible by 
reason of the fact that a further description is added with which 
the subject-matter clearly intended to be conveyed does not agree (d). 
The maxim Falsa demomtratio non nocet cum de corpore constat 
means that where the subject-matter is otherwise sufficiently 


(o) Hodges v. Horsfall (1829), 1 Russ. & M. IKi. 

(p) Taylor v. Parry (1840), 1 Man. & G. 604. 

Iq) Roe V. Lidvjell (1859), 9 I. C. L, R. 184. 

(a) Herrick v. Sixhy (1867), L. R. I P. 0. 436. 

{h) Shep. Touch. 29. 

(c) Barton v. Hawes (1850), 10 0. B. 261; Boyle v. Mullwlland (1859), 10 
I. C. L. R, 160; Webber v. Stanley (1864), 16 0. J3. (n. s.) 698, 752;^ Smith v. 
Jtidgway (1865), L. R. 1 Exch. 331 ; Pedley y, Dodds (1866), L. R. 2 Eq. 819 
whore a devise of A. farm “ in the parish of R.” was held not to include 
lands in other parishes previously occupied with A. fann. See title Deeds and 
OTHEB iNSI^ltUMENTS. 

(d) OooiMs d. Radford v. Southern (1813), 1 M. & 
iUin and Kingstown Rail. Co. (1858), 7 I. 0. L. R. 

B. & Ad. 43; Llewellyn v. Jer. 


M. & Yf. 183 ; Roe v. Lidwell^ supra: Hoe d. Renew v. As 


299; Bradford v. 
621; Dm d. Smith 
M) (18431, II 
(1847), 10 4 B. 
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described and ascertained, the addition of a false descrijjticn is 
rejected as surplusage (e). 

But, on the other hand, non accipi debent t^erba in demonstration em 
faUam qum competunt in limitationem veram, that is to say, where 
words of additional description are in fact applicable, e,q., where 
they narrow or define the general description, they are not to be 
regarded as faba demonstratio (/). If premises are described in 
general terms and a particular description be added, the latter 
controls the former (g), 

" Sub-Sect. S.— Reputation. 

284. Evidence of reputation (h), in other words, hearsay evidence, 
such as a declaration made by a person since deceased, is admissil)le 
where the question relates to a matter of general or public interest (?), 
as, for example, to the boundaries of a towu(/c), parish (/), or 
manor (m), or to the boundaries between counties, parishes, hamlets 
or manors (?i), or between a reputed manor and land belonging to a 
private individual (o), or between old and new land in a manor (p). 


(e) Jack V. M^Intfire (1845), 12 01. & Fin. lol, where bouTulariea defined weio 
hold not to be limited by a specific reference to part of land situate within 
them; A7istee v. Nelms (18oG), 1 IT. & N. 225, whore the description of the 
situation was wrong as regards the county but right as regards the parish and 
otherwise; White v, Birch (1867), 3G L. J. (cH.) 174, where a wrong description 
of land as ‘‘in my own occupation** was rejected as faha demonstratio; but 
compare Re Seal^ [1894] 1 Ch. 316, 0. A,, whore the words “ as the same are 
now occupied by me ” were construed as limiting the parcels. See title Deeds 
AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS. 

(./) Roifh V. Mulholland (1859), 10 I. C. L. E.. 150 ; Doe d. Dreed}! v. Iloltom 
(1835), ^ Ad. & El. 76. 

((/) Doe d. Smith v. Galloway (1833), 5 B. k Ad. 43; Travers v. Blundell 
(1877), 6 Ch. D. 436, C. A. ; Herrick v. Sixhy (1867), L. 11. I P. C. 436 ; Re Seal, 
mpra ; Re Brocket, [1908] 1 Ch. 185, 196. 

Reputation is in general weak evidence, and when it is admitted, it is 
uty of the judge to impress on the minds of the jury how little conclusive 
it ought to he’* ( Weeks v. /8par/;e (1813), 1 M. & S. 679, per Lord Eli^enborough, 
O.J., at p. 687). See generally as to evidence of reputation, R, v, Bedford 
(Inhabitants) (1853), 4 E. & B. 535, per Lord Campbell, O.J,, at p. 541 ; 
Morewood v. Wood (l792), 14 East, 327, 330; and title Evidence. 

(f) See Evans v. Merthyr Tydfil Urban Council, [1899] 1 Ch. 241, 0. A. ; Mercer 
V. Denne, [1905J 2 Ch. 538, C. A., at p. 560, where the word “public** is explained. 

(A?) Ireland v. Powell, cited 7 Ad. & El. at p. 555, where the question was 
whether a turnpike was within the boundary of a town ; R. v. Bliss (1837), 7 
Ad. & El. 550. 

(Z) R, V, Mytton (1860), 2 E. & E. 557. See Coombs v. Coether a}id Wheeler 
(1829), Mood. & M. 398 ; Cooke v. Panics (1826), 2 C. & P. 478. 

(m) Doe d. Jones v. Richards (1798), Peake, Add. Cas. 180; Talbot v. Lewis 
(1834), 5 Tyr. 1 ; Doe d. Padwick v. Skinner (1848), 3 Exch. 84. 

(?i) Nichdls v. Parker (1805), 14 Bast, 331, n. (boundaries of common — 
‘■whether in parish and manor of A. or parish and manor of B.) ; Thomas v. J*‘nkins 
(1837), 6 Ad. & El. 625, and Brisco v. Lomax (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 198, 213 
(boundaries of hamlet and private estate — identical); Evans v. Rees (1839), 10 
Ad. A EL 161 (boundaries between parishes and counties). 

(o) Hoe d. Moleewarth y, Sleeman (1846), 9 Q. B, 298, where declarations of a 
deeeased person were admitted as to boundaries ; see Curzon y, Umnax (1803), 3 
Esp. 60, where it was said that the right to the soil was evidenced acts of 
ownereAiip exercised on it, not by presumptive evidence of property arismg from 

I lupposed Boundaries, the rights to which h ad never been ascertain ed by possession. 

(p) Bamu y. Mawson (1813), 1 M. & S. 77, per Lord Ellenborouoh, C.J,, 

at p. 81. 
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Sect. 1. 
Nature of 
Evidenced 


When 

inadmissible. 


Nature of 
evidence of 
reputation. 


Boundaries, Fences and pABTY-WALts. 

Declarations by deceased persons are admissible if made ante 
litem motam (q), or against the interest of the declarant (r), or in 
the ordinary course of business and in the discharge of professional 
duty («), and by a declarant of competent knowledge (i). The 
declarant, if otherwise cognisant of the subject, need not be resident 
in the locality of the disputed boundary (a). 

285. Evidence of reputation is inadmissible in cases of a private 
nature (/>), e.g,, as to the boundaries of a waste over which some 
only of the tenants of a manor claim a right of common appen- 
dant (e), or as to the boundaries between two private estates, except 
where the private boundaries coincide with public ones (rf). 

Evidence of reputation as to particular facts as opposed to general 
rights is not admissible {<?). 

286. Where evidence of ro 2 )utation is admissible, it may be 
oral or documentary, so that deeds, leases and other private docu- 
ments may be admitted as declaratory of their contents ( f). It 
need not necessarily be supported by usage (/;). 


{q) Soo title Evidenok. 

(r) Crease v- Barrett (183,3), 1 Cr. M. & R 919, whore a declaration by a 
docoased lord of the manor as to the extent of tho manor wastes was held 
admissible, but not as to the extent of his lights over tho wastes. See A. v. 
Bedford {InhaUtanU) (1865), 4 E. & B. 535, 541 ; and title Evidence. 

a Prices. Torrmgtm (Earl) (1703), 1 Salk. 285 ; Mel lory, Walmesleg^ [1905] 

. 164, C. A., whore field book entries made by a deceased surveyor for tho 
purpose of a public drainage survey on which ho was professionally employed 
wore admitted in evidence. 

(t) Rogers v. Wood (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 245. But compare Crease v. Barrett^ 
supra, where an entry by a deceased j)crson as to boundaries, charging himself, 
was admitted against strangers, even though it appeared that the facts stated in 
the entry were not known to him of his own knowledge. See also Pipe v. 
Fulcher (1858), 28 L. J. (q. B.) 12, Lord Campbell, O.J., at p. 13; and title 
Evidence. 

(a) NevKastle (Duke) v. Broxtowe Hundred (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 273. 

(/)) See 11. v. Bedjord (Inhahitants), supra, at p. 642. The principle is that 
questions of private boundaries are not matters of public notoriety. But see 
Davies v. Leiuis (1787), 2 Chit. 535, where, in a question as to private rights, 
whether or not a place was parcel of a sheepwalk, evidence of reputation was 
held admissible. 


(c) D unraven \EarT) y. Llewellyn 15 Q. B. 791. See Reed v. Jackson 

1801), 1 East, 355, 357; Doe d. Didslmry v. lliomas (1811), 14 


East, 323; 
Williams v. Morgan (1850), 16 


(1801), 

Clothier v. Chapman (1805), 14 East, 331, n. ; 

Q. B. 7S2. 

(d) Thomas v. Jenkins (1837), 6 Ad. & El. 525 ; Brisco v. Lomasc (18381, 8 
Ad. & El. 198, 213. See 72. v. Bl%^ (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 550, 554 (boundary of a 
road). 

(e) Outram v. Morewood (1793), 5 Term Hop. 121, per Lord Eenyon, O.L, 

at p« 123 : Although a general right may be proved by traditionary evidence* 
yet a particular fact cannot.*’ E.g,, that a deceased person planted a tree latear 
a road and stated at the time of planting that his object was to show where the 
boundary of tho road was when he was a boy (H. v. BUss^ supra ; see B* v. 
Berger, 1 Q. B. 823), or that a stone was erected as a boundary mark at 

a particular place (R, v. Bliss , supra), or that perambulations had takeu a partiouhir 
line (Taptor v. Devey (1837), 7 Ad. & El. 409) ; see also Meicer t. Benne. [19051 
2Ck. 538, G.A. . , 

(/) See p. 146, post ; and title EviBSNOB. 

Q) Orem y, Barrett, supra^,, 
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Sect. 2. — Particular Kinds of Evidence. 

Sub-Sect" 1. — Fuhlie Documeuts and Orders ete. 

287 . Statements in public or official documents are as a general 
rule admissible as evidence of tiie facts recorded (h). 


Skot. 2. 

^artloolar 
Kinds of 
Eviddhce. 

Effect of 


288 . Domesday Book is a record of a public inquisition or survey, fn^pubilc** 
and therefore admissible as evidence of boundaries (t). documents. 


289 . A Crown survey, if made under proper authority, as, for Book, 
example, pursuant to an Act of Parliament, and produced from the Crown 
records of the court or other proper custody, is also admissible as a survey, 
public document in questions of boundary (/c), even whore the com- 
mission under which it was made is lost, provided that evidence 
is forthcoming aliunde that the survey was made under duo 
authority {1) . 

But surveys which are not made under proper authority {m) are 
treated merely as private memorials and are inadmissible in 
evidence (?i). This rule applies to surveys made on behalf of the 
Crown when it is beneficially interested (o). Thus, a survey directed 


{h) For a definition of “public documents,*’ see Stnrla v. Frecda (1880), 5 
App. Cas. 623, at p. 643, explained in Mercer v. Denney [1905] 2 Ch. 538, 0. A. 
See also title Evidence. 

(i) See title Evidence. Domesday Book was compiled shortly after tho 
Norman conquest by Royal Commissioners. It contains a general survey of 
all the counties in England except tho four northern, and specifies the name 
and local position of every place, its possessor at tho time of King Edward thr> 
Confessor, and at the time of the survey, together with particulars, quantities 
and descriptions of the land. Its value as evidence is obviously limited by tho 
difficulty usually experienced of applying the ancient descriptions to modern 
circumstances. In Alcock v. Cooke (1829), 5 Bing. 340, and Beaufort [Dukt) 
v. John Aird Co, (1904), 20 T. L. S. 602, extracts from Domesday Book were 
given in evidence. 

(A) Evans v. Merthyr Tydfil Urban Council, [1899] 1 Ch. 241, C. A., where the 
Buiwey was made in discharge of a public duty imposed by statute. See Doe rl. 
William IV, v. Roh&rts (1844), 13 M. W. 520 (ancient survey or extent of 
Crown lands) ; New Romney Corporation v. New Romney Commissioners of 
SewffTS, [1892] 1 Q. B. 840 (map made under tho authority of a Royal 
Commission). 

if) Rowe V. Brenton (1828), 8 B. & C. 737, 747. See Smith v. firownlow (Earl) 
(1870), L. R. 9 Eq. 241, 252. 

(m) Evans v. Taylor (1838), 7 Ad. & El. 617, where a survey of the boundaries 
of a manor purporting to be made under stat, 4 Edw. 1, stat. 1, wbicli give.s 
no power to define boundaries of manors, was held not to be admissible as 
evidence of boundary, either as a public document or on tho ground of reputa- 
tion ; M&rc&r v. Denne, supra, where a map in the possession of the Admiralty, 
not being an Admiralty chart, was held not to be admissible. 

(n) Vin. Abr. tit. Evidence, A. b 15, s. 12 ; Danid v. Wilkm (1852), 7 Exch. 429. 
See Beaufort {Duke ) v. Smith (1849), 4 Exch. 450, where a survey, made by 
the authority of Oliver Cromwell, was held inadmissible either as a public docu- 
ment or as evidence of reputation ; contra, Freeman v. Read (1863), 4 B. & S. 
174 where a parliamentary sui'vey made in the time of the Commonwealth was 

held to be good evidence of reputation. , , 

Z) BhUlips V. Hudson (1867), 2 Ch. App. 243 (survey made by Augmentation 
Offiw for the purposes of the Crown as a private owner). Compare Evans 
v. M&'thyr Tydfil Urban Cctmcil, supra, where a eurveyor’s report made 
under tte Aet the Better Management of the Land Revenue of the 
(34 Oeb. 3, o. 75)2 a. 8, was held to be a public dopiinxent and admissible m 
^'denoe* 
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to be taken by the King in the seventeenth century with a view to 
ascertaining what repairs were necessary to save his castles on the 
coast from the ravages of the sea, is not admissible as a public 
document to show the boundaries of the land (p). 

290. The Acts (q) under which ordnance surveys have been 
made in England contain no provisions for settling boundaries. 
An ordnance map, to which no reference is made in the title 
deeds (?•), is not admissible either as a jjiiblic document or as 
e>vidence of reputation to show tlie boundary of a parish or vill («), 
or between the lands of adjoining owners (0, though it may be 
received to show the position of the medium filum oi a river (v) or of 
some physical object at the time it was taken (a), sucli as a track 
iicross land (h). 

291. Standard atlases and maj)s may be used to prove facts of 
public knowledge (c). 

292. Tithe commutation maps are admissible as evidence of the 
boundaries or waste of a manor (d)^ but not of boundaries between 
private estates 

293. On an enfranchisement of co2)yholds made under the 
Copyhold Act, 1894 (/), any plan made or approved by the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries and any definition of boundaries is con- 
clusive as between the lord of the manor and the tenant ((7), but it 
could not, it seems, be conclusive as to the boundaries before the 
date of determination (//)• 

Although a map attached by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries (formerly tlie Land Commissioners (/)) to an aw^ard under 


(р) Mercer v. Deune^ ^ A. 

((/) Ordnance Survey Act, 1841 (4^5 Viet. c. 80) ; Geological Survey Act, 
1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 68). Ae to the value of ordnance maps as evidence of 
boundaries in the case of land registered under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 
and 1897, see p. 115, anie. 

(r) See Waheraan v. West (1S30), 7 0. & P. 479. 
m Bidder v. Bridges (1886), 84 AV. E. 514. 

(4 TisdaU V. Parnell (1863), 14 I. C. L. K. 1, 27, 28; Colenian v. KirkahlVy 
[1882] W. N. 103. See Swift v. APTiernan (1848), 111. Eq. E. 602 ; Mercer v. 
J)env€t supra (ancient map prepared by Eoard of Ordnance). 

(n) Oreut Torri nylon Cowmom Conserrators v. Moore Stevens ^ [1904] 1 Oh. 347, 
at p. 353. 

(a) Catun v. Hamilton (1889), 53 J. P. 604. 

{b) A.-G. V. Antrohus, [1905] 2 Ch. 188, at p. 203. 

(с) In IL V. Orton, cited in Stephen’s Dig. Evidence, 6th ed. p. 48, maps of 
Australia were given in evidence to show the situation of places where the defen- 
dant said he had lived, and in Birrell v. Dryer (1884), 9 App. Oas, 345, the court 
accepted -Hn Admiralty chart as evidence ; see ihid,^ per Lord Blackburn, at 
p. 3 q2. 

id) Smith V. lAstefr (1895), 64 L. J. (q. b.) 164, at p. 159. 

(e) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71, s. 64; Wiiherforex, v. Ilearfield (1877), 5 Oh. D. 709. 
Compare Hammcmd v. Bradstreet (1856), 10 Exch. 390, Ex. (jh., where the point 
was discussed. 

(/) Copyhold Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 46). See further p. 112, omte, 
and title Oofyholds. 
is) Ibid,, B. 52(4). 

Ih) E, V. St. Mary {Inhabitania) (1821), 4 B* & Aid. 462. Compaia S* 
Miiion (1843), 1 Oar. & Kir. 58. 

(i) See p. 113, mtc; and title Agriculture, Vol. I., p. 297 . 
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an Inclosure Act is evidence whether a road is a highway or not, it 
is not evidence of the boundaries of the highway where the strip of 
land bordering the highway is not dealt with in the award (/c), and 
where a tenant for life under a will of land adjoining the high- 
way accepts, against his interest, an aw^ard of the Board under an 
Inclosure Act which treats the j)ieces of land adjoining a highway 
as belonging to the waste and not to the adjoining owners, that is 
strong evidence against his successors in title that the pieces were 
in fact part of the waste (Z). 

294 . Maps and surveys which are not admissible as public 
documents are sometimes received in evidence as admissions of 
persons in privity with those against whom they are tendered, or 
as evidence of reputation {in). 

296 . Ecclesiastical terriers, or schedules of the temporal posses- 
sions of parish churches, made from time to time pursuant to the 
87th canon, are receivable in evidence, if they come from the proper 
custody, namely, the bishop’s or archdeacon’s registry or the chest 
of the parish church (?i)' 

A terrier of glebe lands is evidence against, but not for, the parson, 
unless signed by the parson and by churchwardens not nominated by 
the parson. Its value as evidence is increased if it is signed also by 
some substantial parishioners (o). But a terrier of a parish which 
is not signed by any parish official or person bearing a public 
character in a parish, is not evidence (p). Entries in parochial 
books are sometimes received as evidence of boundaries (q). 

296 . A verdict of a jury in a former action relating to a boun- 
dary is sometimes admissible as evidence of reputation in a subse- 
quent action between different parties (r). 

But an award of an arbitrator is not admissible as evidence of 
reputation («), though in a subsequent suit between the same parties 


(A:) 72. V. Benjetf [1894] 1 Q. B. 823. 

(?> Gery v. liedman (187o), 1 Q,. R. i). 101. 

]m) Dot d. Hughes v. Aa/.;m (1836), 7 C. & P. 481 ; Freeman y. Read (1863), 
4 B. & S. 174. p. 147, poet. 

[n) See Coomha v. Coether and Wheeler (1829), Mood. & M. 398 ; Cronghton v. 
Blake (1843), 12 M. & W. 205, at p. 208, where it was said that the custody 
need not be the most proper custody; Farl v. Leivis (1801), 4 Esp. 1; and 
title Evidenoe. As to ecclesiastical terriers generally, see title Ecclesiastical 

Law. 

(o) Buller, N. P. 248 ; Atkins v. Hatton (1703), 2 Anst. 386. Compare Carr 
V. Moatyn (1850), 5 Exoh. 69, where returns made by parsons in answer to 
inquisitions made by the bishop regarding the boundaries etc. of a parochial 
ohapelry were admitted as evidence, 

(«) Bari V. LefwiSf supra. See Cooke v. Banks (1826), 2 C. & P. 478. 

(a) A.-G. V. Siephene (1856), 6 Be G. M. & G. 111. 

(r) Evans v. Bees (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 151 ; Beed v. Jackson (1801), 1 East, 
3*5, at p. 357 ; Talhot v. (1834), 6 0. & P. 603 ; Brisco v. J^omax (1838), 8 
Ad. & EL 198, at p. 210, where Littledalb, J., said that a verdidt was not a 
reputation, but was as good evidence as reputation ; Neill v. DevemUre {Huke) 
(1882), 8 App. Oas. 136. See generally, as to the value of verdicts, Lee v. 
Johnstone (1869), L. B. 1 Sc. & Div. 426, 

(s) Evans v. Bees, supra. 
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or those claiming through them such an award is admissible, not as 
hearsay, but as evidence properly so called (t). 

So, too, ancient orders of sessions containing statements respect- 
ing boundaries (a), presentments of manorial courts setting out 
boundaries (b), but not decrees purporting to be made by courts 
not known to the law (c), are admissible as evidence of reputa- 
tion. 

297. Copies of proceedings before the Tithe Commissioners, if cer- 
tified under their seal (rf), and authenticated orders, licences, or other 
instruments issued by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (e), are 
evidence of the matters therein stated. 

298. Extracts from land tax or poor rate assessments are 
evidence of seisin and as such admissible in questions of 
boundary (/), 

SuiJ-SECT. 2 . — PritHxie Docummis. 

299. Ancient documents coming from the proper custody and 
purporting upon the face of them to show exercise of ownership, 
such as leases {g\ licences in the nature of leases (h), or documents 
showing that a person in possession is vindicating that possession 
against someone else (i), are admissible as evidence in questions of 
boundary. In the case of a lease the payment of rent is an 


(^) Breton v. Knight (1837). cited in Eoscoo’s Evklonce at Nisi Prius, 18th od. 

p. 220. 

(a) Newcastle {Dakt) v. Broxtowe Hundred (1832), 4 B. & Ad. 273. 

(/#) Evans v. Rees (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 151. 

(c) Rogers v. Wooa (1831), 2 R. & Ad. 245. 

(d) Tithe Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71), s. 2. See Giffnrd v. Williams (1869), 
6 Ch. App. 546. 

(e) Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 30) ; Board of Agiiculture 
and Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw, 7, c. 31). 

(/) Doe d. Smith v. Cartwright (1824), 1 C. & P. 218 ; Plaxion v. Bare (1829), 
10 B. & C, 17 (old rates made by parish officers on the occupiers of the land in 
question) ; Boe d. Stanshury v. Arkwright (1833), 2 Ad. & El. 182, n. ; Boe d. 
Strode V. Seaton (1834), 2 Ad. & El. 171 ; Anstee v. Nelms (1856), 1 H. & N. 225. 
See Swift v. M'Tiernan (1848), 111. Eq. E. 602. 

(i^) Mal<X)lmson v. O'Bea (1863), 10 H. L. Gas. 593, 614; Bristow v. Cormican 
(1878), 3 App. Gas. 641, 653 (boundaries of a private fishery); Beaufort (Buke) 
V. John Aird & Co, (1904), 20 T. L. E. 602. As evidence of reputation 
in matters of public boundaries, ancient patents and inquisitions (Bonegall 
(Marguis)^, Templemore (1858), 91. C. L. E. 374, and^e Belfast Bode Act (IS61) 

1 I. E. Eq. 128 (boundaries of navigable rivers) ), leases and books of aocounte 
[Plaxton V. Bare (1829), 10 B. & G. 17, where in a question of a parish boundary 
the books of accounts contained evidence of the payment of parish rates) aro 
admissible. See further, as to evidence of public boundaries, title Local 
Government. 


(h) Rogers v. Allen (1808), 1 Gamp. 309 ; Malcdmson v. O’Dea, supra^ at 
p. 614. 

(i) Blandy-JmJHm v. Bwnraven (Earl), [1899] 2 Gb. 121, 125, 0. A. As to 
the value of acts of ownership in support of ancient documents see also 
Mayings Gorporation v. Ivall (1874), L. E. 19 Eq. 558; Bristow y/ Cormimn 
japra L^d Ai^ocate v. Blaniyre (Lof^ (1879), 4 App. Gas. 770, 791, where 
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Additional fact equally admissible (ft), but proof of such payment is 
not essential to the lease being admitted (Z). 

300. The general rule as regards private raaps and surveys is 
that they are not receivable in evidence in the strict sense of the 
word either for or against the parties making them (?/i). 

But as between two adjoining proprietors a private map is 
admissible in a dispute as to boundaries, if at the time the map was 
made the two adjoining properties belonged to the person from 
whom both parties derive their respective titles { 71 ). So also in 
particular circumstances maps may be treated as declarations 
against proprietary interest and receivable in evidence like other 
such declarations (0). 

A map annexed to a deed is part of the contract, and as a rule 
must be used as evidence of the parcels (p). Where the connec- 
tion is clear, the map need not be actually annexed to the deed to 
which it refers (q). 

An inaccurate map does not aflfect or vitiate clear descriptions of Effect of 
parcels ( 7 ), but under certain circumstances a map or survey may 
override a description of parcels (s). 

Where evidence of reputation is admissible, j)rivate maps made by Maps as 
deceased persons having means of knowledge are admissible as such evidence of 
evidence, provided that they are found in the proper custody, and 
proof is furnished of the death of the maker of the map (t), 

301. Where there is a boundary wall, and the wall has a stone in Inscriptions 
it bearing an inscription to the effect that the wall belongs to the 
adjoining owner, this effectually excludes any question of the 
acquisition of the wall by adverse possession ; and no question of the 
Statute of Limitations, or of adverse possession, or of cesser of 
possession can properly arise (m). 


Ik) Bristow v. Cormican (1878), 3 App. Cas. 641, at p. 653. 

^/) Malcolmson v. O'Lea (1863), 10 H. L. Caa. 593, at p. 614. 

(m) Anon, (1717), 1 Stra. 95; Wilkinson v. AUott (1777), 3 Bro. Pari. Cas. 6S4 
(boundaries of glebe lands); Pollard v. Scott (1791), Peake, 18 (map taken by 
parish overseers no evidence as to boundary of a highway, plan made by lord 
of manor not usable as against tenants of manor) ; Wakeman v. West (l836), 
7 0. & P. 479 ; Phillips v. Hudson (1867), 2 Cb. App. 243, at p. 247, where it was 
held that the tenant of a manor cannot use against the lord a plan made by the 
lord. 

(n) J)oe d. Hughes v. Lakin (1836), 7 C. & P. 481. 

( 0 ) Bridgman {Sir George) v. Jennings (1699), 1 Ld. Raym. 734, where one 
seised of two manors, during his seisin, caused a survey to be made of one manor 
which was afterwards alienated, and a dispute as to boundaries arose between 
the lords of the respective manors, and the survey was admitted as evidence. 

(») Starki© on Evidence, 473; Wakeman y. West, suprUj at p. 480; Lyle v. 
Rivards (1866), L. R. 1 H. L. 222. 

iq) Yates V. Harris (1702), 1 Stra. 96, n, (old map found with muniments of 
title which agreed with the boundaries as adjusted on an old purchase). 

(r) Mdlor v. Walmesley, [1905] 2 Oh. 164, C. A. 

(s) Barnard v. Be Charleroy (1899), 81 L. T. 497, P. 0. 

h) Meath {Bishop) v. Winchester {Marquess) (1836), 3 Bins. (». 0 .) 183, at 
p, 260 ; iR. V. MUton (Inhabitants) (1843), 1 Oar. & Kir, 68, S<» also Pipe 

V. JFWcW (1858), 1 E. & E. Ill ; Pollard v- Scott, supra, cases where priviSbe 
zoapB were held inadmissible. As to when evidence of reputation ** aduussibLoi 
p. 141, arde. 

(n) PhilUpson V, Gibbon (1871), C Oh. App. 428. 
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3dSi. A preliminary agreement for the sale of property followed 
by a conveyance is not sufficient to fix boundaries, nor, as between 
the purchaser and the vendor, except in an action for rectification, 
is the agreement even evidence for the purpose of showing what 
were the boundaries of the property subsequently conveyed by 
deed, for the agreement is merged in the deed (w). 

Particulars of sale at an auction at which property was sold may, 
where the conveyance is ambiguous, be admitted as evidence of 
boundaries (x). 

303. A county history giving the boundaries of a county, though 
admittedly coterminous in part with the boundaries of a manor, is 
not admissible as evidence of the manor boundaries (?/). A book of 
general history may, it seems, be given in evidence to ascertain 
ancient facts of a public nature (a), but not particular customs or 
private rights (b). 

Sect. 3. — Perambiihitions and other Acts of Ownership, 

304. Perambulations and other acts of ownership are receivable 
in evidence in boundary questions (c). A perambulation of a manor 
by the lord is evidence of an assertion of ownership by him 
although made in the absence of anyone on behalf of the 
plaintiff (d). 

305. To prove a right to the soil, evidence of acts of ownership, 
such as fishing a pond, felling a tree, or preventing persons from 
taking soil, prevails against presumptive evidence of property 
arising from supposed boundaries the rights to which have never 
been ascertained by possession (e ) . But such acts of ownership as 
clipping, trimming, and pollarding a fence or cleansing a ditcli, 
though admissible in evidence, are not conclusive as to the title 


(?/;) Williams v. Morgan (1850), 15 Q. B. 782. As to the admissibility of sucli 
an agreement or of parol or oral evidonco to correct or vary the terms of a deed 
in an action for rectification, see titles Deeds and Otiieh Instruments ; 
Evidence ; Mistake. 

fx) Ecroyd v. Co^dthard^ [1897] 2 Ch. 554. 

(?y) Evans v. QeUing (1834), 0 C. & V. 586; White and Jacksmi v. Beard (1839), 
2 Curt. 480, 487, 492. 

(a) R^ad v. Lincoln {Bishop)^ [1892] A. C. 644. See also White and Jackson 
V. Beard, supra, at p. 492 (botmaaries of a parish). 

(5) Buller, Nisi Prius, 7th ed., p, 234. 

(c) Perambulation was in former times one of the ways of ascertaining and 
preserving not only public boundaries, such eis those of parishes, towns, counties, 
and forests, but also ge«w*-private boundaries, c.^., of seigniories, lordships, and 
manors. iSee Vin, Abr. Perambulation ; and, as to parish boundary perambula- 
tions, see Weeks v. Sparke (1813), 1 M. & S. 679, 687, 689 ; Taylor v. Devey (1837), 
7 Ad. & Ei. 409 ; and title Local Government. Quoere whether the perambulation 
ol a private estate was ever made. 

WooLivay v. Bowe (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 114. ^ 

(«) Curzon v.Lo^nax (1803), 5 Esp. 60. See Jones v. Williams (1837), 2 
M. & W. 326, where the question was whether the middle or one side of a stream 
was the boundary between two estates, eind evidence of acts of ownership was 
admitted^ to prove the latter nroposition ; University College^ Oxford v. Oxford 
Gorporodion (1904), 20 T. L. It. 637. See generally, as to acts of ownership, 
title Evidence. 
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to the fence or ditch where the presumption of law is to the 
contrary (/). 

Though acts done upon one part of land within a boundary 
may be evidence of the ownership of the whole land within such 
boundary (^), yet, as regards lands within a disputed boundary, 
acts of ownership by either party outside the boundary are no 
evidence of title to the lands within (h). 

The mere fact that an adjoining owner has for many years, e.g., 
fifty, done slight repairs for the purpose of maintaining a fence 
between his land and that of his neighbour, is no evidence of any 
legal obligation to repair, for such repairs may have been made 
solely for his own benefit, and in pursnarice of his obligation to keep 
his own cattle from trespassing on his neighbour’s property. But 
the fact not only that one owner and his predecessors in title have 
always repaired the fence, but also that whatever repairs may have 
become necessary have always been done upon notice from the 
adjoining owner requiring them to he done, is evidence from which 
a prescriptive obligation to fence against the cattle of the adjoining 
owner may be inferred (?). 

The ownership of a several fishery in a river navigable or non- 
navigable, public or private, raises a presumption that the freehold 
is in the grantee of the fishery (k). 

Sect. 4. — Boundaries of Copyholds. 

306. The generality and vagueness of descriptions of copyhold 
land on the rolls of manors are well known to the court, and 
therefore a vendor is not required to furnish evidence connecting 
the descriptions with the property agreed to be sold, but specific 
performance will be decreed on proof that the property has actually 
been enjoyed and has passed under the descriptions for forty 
years (Z). 

Entries on court rolls are evidence of boundaries as between the 
tenants, though such evidence is not always usable by the lord in 
proof of the boundaries of his manor (m). 


(/) Henviker v. Howard (190-4), 90 L. T. 157 ; Cravm {Karl) v. rHdmore 
(1902), 18 T. L. R. 282; seo p. 125, ante. 

{y) Neill v. Devonshire {Duke) (1882), 8 App. Cas. 185 ; Hanhury v. Jmkine, 
[1901] 2 Ch. 401, at p. 417. The erection and maintenance of piles on a portion 
of a foreshore is an act of ownership only as regards the particular portion of the 
foreshore upon which the piles stand {Beaufort {Duke) v. John Aird <t Co. 
(1904), 20 T. L, R. 602, at p. 603). 

(h) Clark v. Elphmsione (1880), 6 App. Cas. 164 (latent ambiguity in 
description of boundary). Compare Doe d. Barrett v. Kemp (1831), 7 Bing. 332. 

(t) Hilton V. Ankesaon (1872), 27 L. T. 519 ; Boyle y. Tarnlyn (1827), 6 B. & C. 
329 ; Lawrence v. Jenkins (1873), L. R, 8 Q. B. 274. 

(/c) Jlolford V. Bailey (1849), 13 Q. B. 426, at p. 444; A.-G. v. Emerson, [1891] 
A. 0. 649, at p. 654 ; Ilanbury v. Jenkins, [1901] 2 Ch. 401 ; Beaufort {Duke) 
V. JoKn Aird <& Co., supra. See title FisiERErEs. 

if) Lang v. Collier (1828), 4 Russ. 267. See also, as to manor boundaries, 
Brisco y. Lomxx (1838), 8 Ad. & El. 198 ; Evans y. Bees (1839),* 10 Ad. & El. 
151 ; and title CoPYHoms. For the powers of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to determine boundaries of copyholds, see p. 112, 'ante. 

(m) Irwin y. Siwpson (1758), 7 Bro, Pari. Cas. 306 ; Btanden v. ChfisUnoM 
(1847), 10 Q. B. 135. 


SttCT. 3. 

Perambula* 
t^ns and 
other 
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Ownership. 


Repairing 
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Length of 
enjoyment. 
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Sect. 5, 
Discovery. 

When dis* 
cov^ry of 
title-deeds 
granted. 


Sect. 6 . — Discovery. 

307 . Where a question of boundaries is involved, the plaintiff is 
entitled to discoveij of all deeds and documents in the possession 
of the defendant which contain the evidence of the title of both (n), 
or which in any w^ay tend to make out the plaintiff’s case (o). 
Production can only be withheld where the deeds are exclusively 
relevant to the defendant’s case(jo). A defendant, however, cannot 
claim protection on this ground where he himself has caused the 
confusion of boundaries (q). In particular, a tenant holding lands 
of his own with lands demised to him must, in case of a confusion 
of boundaries, produce his own title-deeds to his lessor (?*), for it 
is the tenant’s duty to distinguish the boundaries of the land 
demised (s). 


(n) Burrell v. Nicholson (ISa.'l), 1 My. & K. CSO, 2 ter JjOIvI IIkougjjaat, at 

p. 681. 

(o) A.~G, V. Emerson (1882), 10 Q. B. D. 191, 0. A. Compare Bolton v. 
Liverpool Corporation (1831), 3 Sim. 467, per Shadwkll, V.-C., at p. 489. 

i o) See Smith v. Beaufort {Duke) (1842), 1 Ph. 209; Lyell v. Kennedy (1883), 
pp. Cas. 217; and compare Hunyerford v. Qoreiny (1687), 2 Vern. 38. 

( 7 ) Bute {Marquis) v. Glamorganshire Canal Co. (1845), 9 Jur. 1063. 

(r) Southwell {(jhapier) v. Thompson (1837), 6 L. J. (Clf.) 196. 

(«) Brown v. Wales (1872), 42 Jj. J. (ciT.) 46. 


BRAWLING. 

See Criminal Law and Procedure ; Ecclesiastical Law. 

BREACH OF PROMISE OF MARRIAGE. 

See Husband and Wife. 


BREACH OF THE PEACE 

8 «e CsniiNAi. Law and Pboceddbb ; Magistbatb& 
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BREAD. 


See Factories and Workshops ; Food and Drugs. 


BRIBERY. 


See Criminal Law and Procedure. 


BRIDGES. 


See Highways, Streets and Bridges. 


BRITISH DOMINIONS. 


See Dependencies and Colonies. 
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BRITISH SUBJECTS. 

See Aliens; Constitutional Law. 


BROKERS. 


See Agency; Insurance; Sale of Goods; Stock Exchange. 


BROTHELS. 


See Criminal Law and Procedure 
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,, M'ETROPOLIS. 


Part I. — Application of Terms. 

Sect. 1. — Duildivy and Engineering 'dontracts etc. 

Application 308. The term “ building and engineering contracts ’’ is to be 
of toms. understood as applicable to these headings as a convenient descrip- 
tion and not as a definition having any strictly legal meaning. 
Such contracts may be defined as those in which one party, called 
the buil(^er or contractor (a), undertakes to build or construct works 
on, under or over land. This land is usually in the possession of 
another person, called the building owner or employer (o). 


(a) See p. Id9, post . 
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Shipbuilding contracts relate to the construction of ships, which 
generally takes place at the yard or works of the shipbuilder. 

Agreements for the granting of leases of land in consideration 
of the erection of buildings and works thereon are not within the 
scope of this article (fo). 

Another class of contracts connected with building operations are 
contracts for the sale or lease of land, under which restrictive 
covenants as to building are imposed on the purchasers or lessees 
of separate plots of an estate which is being laid out for building. 
The purpose of these covenants is to preserve the character and 
amenities of the estate for tlie common benefit of the several 
purchasers and lessees, as well as that of the vendor or lessor (c). 

Sect. ‘2. — Parties to the Contract. 

Slth-Sect. 1. — Baildhu] Owners and Kmiiloyera, 

309. The terms “ building owner” and “employer ” are ax)plied 
in this title to persons who have employed another person to con- 
struct, or execute work upon, a building or buildings (such as 
houses, shops, warehouses, churches, theatres etc.) on the building 
owner’s or employer’s land for his benefit, either as occupier or lessor. 

iSij)i-SECT. 2 . — Builders and Contractors. 

310. The term “ builder ” {d) has received judicial interpretation 
on account of its being employed in the repealed Bankruptcy Act, 
1869 (e), and previous Acts (/). The effect of these interpretations 
is that a builder is a person who builds either on his own or 
another’s land for ijrofit (</). In the London Building Act, 1894 (It), 
“builder” is defined as meaning the person who is employed to build 
or to execute work on a building or structure, or, where no person 
is so employed, the owner of the building or structure. 

The term “ contractor ” (i) is in popular usage applied to persons 
who are either builders in a large way of business, or who undertake 
to perform work which is not comijrised within the term “building” 
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(b) Building agreements will be found dealt with exhaustively under the 
title Landlord and Tenant. 

(c) See titles Real Property and Ohattels Real ; Sale of Land. 

(d) *‘The master artisan, who receives his instructions from the architect, 
and employs the masons, carpenters etc. by whom the manual work is per- 
formed” (New Eng. Diet., Vol. L, p. 1162). “In the practice of civil 
architecture the builder comes between the architect who designs the work and 
the artisans who execute it” (Engl. Encyc.). “A person who carries on the 
various trades requisite in the erection of a building ” (Dictionary of 
Architecture). 

(e) 32 & 33 Viet. o. 71, s. 4, Sched. I, 

(/) As to these Acts, see title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 5, 
324, 325. 

(^) Ex parte NeirineJex (1835), 2 Mont. & A. 384. See also Ex parte Edwards 
(1840), 1 Mont. D. & De (1. 3 ; Stuart v. Sloper (1849), 3 Exch. 700 ; Ex parte 
Stewart (1849), 3 De G. & Sm. 657 ; Be Fowler (1851), Eonbl, 201. 

(ft) 57 & 58 Viet. 0. ooxiii., s. 5 (33). ^ , 

(Q ** One who contracts or undertakes to supply certain articles, or to per- 
fom any work or service (especially for Government or other public body) at a 
• oertaiu price or rate ; in the building and related trades, one who is prepared to 
undertake work by contract ” (New Eng. Diet., Vol. II , p. 915, sub voce 
** Oontiaotor”). 
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in its narrowest sense, as well as to those who undertake to execute 
engineering works. 

The term ‘‘ sub-contractor” is applied to a person to whom the 
whole or a portion of the works, which the builder or contractor has 
undertaken to construct, have been sublet by him. 

The term “ sj)ocialist ” is often applied to sub-contractors who 
are employed to supply some particular kind of work or materials. 

Skct. 3 . — Persons connected with the Contract. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — A rch itects. 

3U. An architect (/f) is a person who holds himself out as ready 
to design, plan, or supervise the erection of buildings and works 
of various kinds, representing that ho possesses the requisite 
artistic and technical knowledge. 

Architects profess in varying degrees to have the knowledge 
necessary to estimate the probable cost of works to be done and tlic 
value of works executed, but this knowledge is becoming more and 
more the province of quantity surveyors (/) . Witii architects, as 
with other professional men, work in the country is loss specialised 
than in London {m). 

There is no legal obligation on persons ])ractising as architcc^' 
to pass any qualifying examination or to ohtaiii a diploma, nor is 
their righb to recover fees dependent on sucli conditions. There are, 
however, institutions and associations wijich require their members 
to have gone through proscribed courses of instruction, and to have 
satisfied examiners appointed in that behalf. The Eoyal Institute 
of British Architects is the most important of these associations, and 
has made rules for its members in respect of fees, charges etc. (//.). 

An architect does not require a licence to practise, nor has he to 
pay any tax or duty on that account, except where he acts as a 
valuer (o). 

Naval architects are persons wfio profess to have similar quali- 
fications with regard to the construction of ships as other architects 
j)rofoss to have with regard to buildings. 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Kvgw eers . 

312. The term engineer ” (p), as employed in connection with 
contracts for the construction of w^orks, is equivalent to civil engineer. 


(A*) “ A fikillcul in’ofessor of the art of building, whoso biisiiioss it is to prepare 
the plans of edifices, and exercise a general siiperiiitondence over the course of 
their erection ” (Now -l^ng. Diet., Vol. I., p. 434). “A person skilled in the 
art of building ; one who understands architecture, or whose profession it is to 
form plans and designs of buildings an<l superintend the execution of them ” 
(Cent. Diet., Vol. I., p. 297). See also Dictionary of Architecture, snh voce 
“ Architect,’’ and references thoro cited. See also 0. Mtisselin, “ Kesponsabilite 
des Architeotes” (1879), s. 37. 

(?) See p. 161, 

(tw) As to the obligation of the an-hiteot to possess competent professional 
fikilh sed^p. 291. jmt. 

(n) See the Calendar of the Eoyal Institute of British Architects xhe 

current year. . ^ 

(o) See p. 163, post, and title Valuers ajsd Appraisers. 

(jp) /‘.One whose profession is the designing and constructing of works of 
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Engineers^are divided into many classes, cofresponding with the 
special branches of applied science in which they have specialised. 

As in the case of architects, no educational qualification or 
diploma is necessary for the exercise of the profession of an engineer, 
but a member of the profession holds himself out as having pro- 
fessional skill in some particular class or classes of work (such as the 
construction of bridges, docks, harbours, canals, roads, railways, 
drainage works etc.), which he undertakes to superintend, or for 
which he prepares plans, specifications etc. 

in the case of many engineering contracts the temporary works 
or appliances which are necessary for the construction of the 
permanent works are so important that they are designed by the 
engineer and made part of the contract {q), while in the case of 
building contracts the scaffolding and other temporary appliances 
are nearly always left to the discretion of the builder. 

Poisons who contract to execute engineering works in many cases 
describe themselves as engineers, but in this title they are described 
as contractors, while the term “engineer” is restricted to the engineer 
employed to design or supervise such works. 

313. As the engineer who is responsible to his employer for the 
proper planning and construction ot the works is not always able 
to give constant and undivided attention to the details of the work, 
it is a common practice for a resident engineer to be appointed. 
The position and iunctions of a resident engineer under different 
contracts vary considerably. He may be a mere servant or agent 
of the employer, like a clerk ot the works in a building contract, or 
his position may be analogous to that of the engineer (r). 

Sxjl-Sect. 3. — Quantity Surveyors, 

314. Plans, drawings, and specifications of building and engineer- 
ing works are generally so complicated in their nature as to necessi- 
tate, if tenders are required, the making of calculations to ascertain 
the amount of each kind of work required under the contract, e,g., 
excavation, brickwork, masonry etc. The results of these calcula- 
tions are called bills of quantities, and the persons employed to 
make these calculations are called quantity surve}ors(a). 

The term “quantity surveyor” has been judicially construed as 
meaning a person “ whose business consists in taking out in detail 
the measurements and quantities, from plans prepared by an archie 
tect, for the purpose of enabling builders to calculate the amounts 
for which they would execute the plans ” (6). This definition only 
applies in relation to building contracts, but with the obvious 


public utility, Buch as bridges, rcwids, cauals, railways, harbpurs, drainage 
works, gas and water works etc.” (New. Eng, plot., Vol. I., p, 177)- Se® also 
Di^jhonaiy of Architecture, suh voce Oivil Engineering”; and Oresy, Encydo- 
of Oivil Engineeiing. ^ 

Tkorn V. London Ooiporation (1876), 1 App. Cas. 120, 

Bee Re De Morgan, Smll Co, and Rio de Janeiro Fhowr Milh (1892)^ 
i$L on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Yol. H., p. 198, 

(а) See p. 163, 

(б) Taylor v. Uall (1870), 4 1* C. L. 4:67» per Mottais, J., at p. 476, 
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Shcjt. 3. intefchange of engineer for architect and contractor for^ builder, it 
Persons becomes applicable to engineering contracts, 
connected In many cases quantity surveyors carry on the separate and 
with the distinct business of preparing bills of quantities, but sometimes 
Contract, architect in charge of the particular works performs the duties 
of a quantity surveyor himself. 

Other duties falling within the scope of a quantity surveyor’s 
employment are the taking out of quantities to reduce work when 
it is found that no tender can be obtained to do the work, except 
at a price exceeding that which the building owner or employer is 
willing to expend, the measurement and valuation of work for 
progress certilicates, and the taking out of quantities for and the 
pricing of deviations from the contract (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Surveyors. 

Land 316. The word surveyor ” is a vague designation, and includes a 

anrveyor. quantity surveyor, but a land surveyor is a person who professes to 

be skilled in the surveying and valuing of land and buildings and 
various kinds of work incident and ancillary thereto {d). 

Most local authorities have the power of appointing surveyors, 
wdio perform various duties under the Public Health and other 
Acts. In these circumstances the surveyor to some extent is in 
llie position of an architect or engineer according to the nature of 
the duties in question. 

SUB-Suerr. o. — Valuers, 

316. A valuer or appraiser (c) is ono who professes to have a 
Knowledge of the theory and practice of valuing matters connected 
with some particular trade or business. 

All apiiraiscr is defined by statute (/) as a person who \alues or 
appraises “ any estate or property real or personal, or any interest 
in possession or reversion, remainder, or contingency in any estate 
or property real or personal, or any goods, merchandise, or effects 
of whatsoever kind or description the same may be, for or in 
expectation of any hire, gain, fee, reward, or valuable consideration 
to bo therefor paid him,” 

Licence. 317. Any person acting as valuer and appraiser is required to 

be licensed (<7), and a penalty of £50 is imposed on any person 
appraising or valuing without a licence (h). All appraisements 
and valuations, including those of "dilapidations or repairs wanted, 
or materials and labour used or to be used in any building or of any 

(r) As to the duties, and lemuneration of quantity surveyors, sno 

pi>. SIO set/., post. 

(d) fSee Dictionary of Architectui’e, sub voce “Survey,” “Surveyor.” As to 
quantity surveyor, see p. 361, aute, 

(f) See title yALUEBS and ArriiAlSBiis, where valuers and appraisers are 
dealt wiffi fully. 

(/) Appraisers’ Liccinces Act, 3806 (46 Geo. 3, c. 43), s. 4 , extended to 
Ireland by Stamp Duties Act (Ireland), 3842 (6 & 6 Viet. 0 . 82), s. 19. 

(< 7 ) Eevenue Act, 1846 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 76)^ b, 1 ; Revenue (No. 2 ) Aot,JH64 
(27 & 28 Viet c. 06 ), s. 6 . 

(h) Inland Beyenue Act 1890 (53 & M Viet. c. 21), 0 . 21 (1). 


Valuer or 
appraiser. 

Appraiser. 
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artificer's work/* must be written out upon stamped paper within 
fourteen days of being made, and the employer is forbidden to pay 
for the valuation if this requirement is not complied with, under a 
penalty of £20 (i). 

These provisions as to licences and duties apply not only to 
persons who regularly exercise the business or occupation of a 
valuer or appraiser, but also to persons, such as architects, who 
make an appraisement in even one single instance (/c). On the 
other hand, appraisements or valuations made for, and for the 
information of, one party only, and not being in any manner 
obligatory as between the parties,” r.//., estimates of the probable 
cost of the work, are not liable to stamp duty, and are also appa- 
rently not subject to the obligation of a licence (0 being necessary 
for the person making them (wi). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Clerlca of the Works, 

318. A clerk of the works is a person employed to superintend 
the construction of buildings and other works in order to ensure 
that the builder supplies proper labour and materials (n). He is 
subordinate to the architect, and his powers should be negative — 
that is to say, he should only have power to disapprove of materials 
and work, and not to bind the building owner by ai^proval of them. 
The architect is not entitled to rely implicitly on the efficiency 
of the clerk of the works, but must himself exercise reasonable 
supervision (o). 

Sub-Skcp. 7. — Builders' Merchants, 

319. The terms “ builder's merchant ” and “ merchant ” are 
used to denote a person whose business it is to supply a builder 
with the materials and plant by means of which he executes the 
work intrusted to him. It is not unusual in building contracts to 
designate the particular merchants from whom special materials 
are to be obtained (p). 

Sect. 4 , — Bills of Quantities, 

320. Bills of quantities ” is the name given to a detailed state- 
ment of the different items of work, labour and materials which it 
is estimated will be required for the proposed work. The bills of 
quantities are usually split up into several bills, such as the car- 
penters* bill, the masons’ bill etc., and are provided with a blank 


(t) Stamp Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Yict. c. 39), s. 24, Sohed. See Leeds v. Bumrws 
(1810), 12 East, 1 ; Perhuvs v. PoUs (1814), 2 Chit. 399. 

(A;) Palk V. Force (1848), 12 Q. B. 666 ; Northampton Gaslight Co, v. Parnell 
(1866), 16 0. B. 630. 

(Q Stamp Act, 1891 (64 & 66 Yiot. c. 39), Sohed. L See also AHhinson v. Fell 
(1816), 6 M. & S. 240; Jacksim v. Stopherd (1834), 2 Cr. & M. 361. 

(ip) For the difference between an award under arbitration a valuation 
or appraisement, see p. 283, post; and title Abbitbatzon, Yol. L, p. 44l. 

(«) See Dictionary of Architecture, suh voct “ Clerk of the Works*” 

, (o) Satmders v. Broadstairs Local Board (1890b Hudsoo on Building Con- 
tracts, 3rd ed., VoL H., p. 169 ; see also Lm Bateman (Lord) (1893), Times 
(31 October, 1893). See p. 299, post, 

(p) See p. 279, post. 
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money column for the builder to fill up, and by the addition of the 
sums filled in the builder can arrive at the amount of his tender. 

The bills of quantities are usually prepared by a quantity sur- 
veyor (g'), but sometimes the architect himself undertakes the work. 

321. If the building owner actually guarantees the accuracy of 
the bills of quantities, he is responsible to the builder for the 
consequences of any inaccuracy therein ; but in the ordinary course 
of business the building owner or his architect merely forwards the 
bills of quantities to the builder or contractor for the purpose of a 
tender. In these circumstances, should the quantities be inaccurate, 
the employer will be under no liability to a contractor who has 
tendered though the inaccuracy in the bills of quantities may have 
induced the contractor to tender at an inadequate price to construct 
a complete work for a lump sum (r). And it makes no difference 
whether the bills of quantities are prepared by the architect or by 
an independent quantity surveyor (s). 

If, however, the contractor has made mistakes in his arithmetical 
computations, which must have been obvious to the employer (f), 
or there are mutual mistakes as to the meaning of the contract, the 
contractor may be able to obtain relief in equity. 

322. On the other hand, if the builder can show that the 
quantity surveyor was the building owner’s agent to make a rej^re- 
sentation as to the correctness of the quantities, and that ho was 
guilty of fraudulently making the quantities less than in fact they 
should be, and that the building owner knew this and sanctioned 
it, so that the tender of the builder was obtained by fraud, the 
builder would be entitled to have the contract set aside (u). 

Sect. 6. — Incidents of Building, Engineering, and Shipbuilding 

Contracts. 

323. By reason of the principle of law shortly expressed in the 
maxim Quicquid plantatur solo, solo cedit{w), the materials supplied 
by the builder or contractor, as soon as they are affixed to the land 
belonging to the building owner or employer, become annexed to 


(q) See p. 161, ante; pp. 309 et eeq., yoet. 

(r) hherrm v. Harrison (1860), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed.. 
Vol. II., p. 6; Scrivener v. Fask (1866), L. 11. 1 0. P. 715; Sharpe v. San Paulo 
Bail, Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 597 ; Pearson (B.) & Son, Ltd. v. Dublin Corporation, 
[1907] A. 0. 351, See, however, l^atman v. Pilditch (1904), reported in The 
Builder (16 July, 1904), where a lump sum contract provided that a building 
was to be erected according to the plans, invitation to tender, specification, aixd 

of quantities signed by the contractors, and it was held, per OHANinsLL, J., 
i^at the amount of work was defined by the bills of quantities, and that the 
contractors were entitled to charge extra for excess. 

(s) jS^«^ (1887), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., VoL II., 

p. too. ♦ 

if) HiiU V. Midlorid Bail. Co. (1669), 17 W. B. 871 ; and compare Garrard v. 
Frmikel {IB62), 30 Beav. 446. 

Sorivmer y. Pmk (1 W)> 18 0. B. (N. fl.) 785, per Byijsb, J., at p. 793, ^ 

(w) Wentworib, 04^ of /Executors, 14th ed., p, 145; 0mm qu&d Mo) 
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And form part of the freehold (j;). The builder has no lien on the 
work he has done for his employer, and can only obtain payment 
of his price by bringing an action (ty); thus, the rights of the 
parties are different from those in an ordinary contract for the 
manufacture of ‘‘future goods,” where, for instance, a person is 
employed on his own premises to construct a chattel, e.g., a ship, 
from his own materials {a) for another. 

The affixing of the work and materials to the freehold, and the 
consequent change of property in them, does not in itself con- 
stitute an acceptance of the work and materials by the building 
owner (t). 

324. Shipbuilding contracts in many cases are analogous in 
their incidents to building and engineering contracts by reason of 
a provision, which in most cases they contain, to the effect that 
the property in the incomplete ship shall vest in the employer 
at some fixed period, e,g.^ on the payment of the first instalment of 
the price (c). The materials worked into the ship then become the 
property of the employer, on the principle of accession (d), which 
applies equally whether the property into which the materials are 
worked be fixed or movable property. Bricks built into a wall 
become part of the house ; thread stitched into a coat which is 
under repair, or planks and nails and pitch worked into a ship 
under repair, become part of the coat or the 8hip(^0- 

325. Among the peculiarities of building and engineering 
contracts owing to the nature of their subject-matter are the 
following ; — 

The building owner or employer (unless he is an architect or 
engineer) finds it difficult to describe the work which he requires to 
be carried out. Consequently a necessity arises for the employment 
of professional persons to explain the requirements of the building 
owner, by preparing plans, drawings, and specifications etc. which 
will enable the builder or contractor to put a price upon the work 
to be contracted for. 

Difficulties also arise from the building owner not understanding 
the technical details of plans, specifications etc. which have been 
prepared, so as to be able to see beforehand whether the worlc 
described in them corresponds exactly with what he actually 
requires to be done. 

Circumstances may, and often do, arise during the construction 
of the works which require in some respect a modification of the 
original scheme. This consideration necessitates the insertion in 
tlie contract of conditions providing for alterations, additions, and 


(flj) Johnson V. Crew (1836), 5 Upper Canada Q. B, (o. s.) 200, per Maculuuly, J., 
at p. 204. 

See p, 264, post. 

See title Salb of Goods. 

(b) As to what constitutes acceptance, see p. 203, post, 

(c) For forms of contract containing such provisioUf see Encyclopaedia of 
* Forms, VoL H., pp. 602, 614. 

(d) For which see title Pbasonal Pbofbbtt. 

(e) Appkhff V. Mytars (1867), L. B. 2 0. P. 6oi, per BlAcnuBB, J., at p. 669. 
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omisgioiiB in the works, and variations of particular stipulations, 
without abrogating the contract itself. 

The works require professional supervision during the course of 
construction for the purpose of ensuring that the builder or con- 
tractor is faithfully performing all the stipulations of his contract 
as to quality both of materials and workmanship. 

"When ])lans and speciheations have been prepared by an archi- 
tect or engineer, the builder or contractor often will not give an 
estimate until hills of quantities have been prepared (/). 

Building and engineering contracts sometimes contain terms 
giving to the architect or engineer (who has to superintend the 
works as the agent of the building owner or employer) powers of 
determining either by certificate or arbitration the rights of the 
parties (9). 

Part II. — Formation and Construction of 

the Contract. 

Sect. 1. — Te^iders. 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Mode of obtaining Tenders, 

326. As has already been stated (/i), plans and specifications of 
the intended works have to be prepared, and usually quantities 
taken out, before builders or contractors can or will offer to under- 
take the construction of the work. Various courses are open to the 
building owner or em[)lojw ; e.g., either to endeavour to enter into 
a contract with a builder or contractor for the contraction of the wDrk 
for a lump sum, or to employ a contractor without any stipulation 
as to price, in which case there is an obligation to pay him a fair and 
reasonable price, or to agree to pay fot the work at a price to lie fixed 
by the valuation of a tliird party or in accordance with a schedule 
of prices. 

If the course is adopted of endeavouring to find a builder to 
contract for the works, the employer has to obtain tenders or offers 
from builders or contractors, that is to say, estimates of the cost at 
which they are willing to undertake the works. Sometimes a 
single contractor is asked to tender ; sometimes several contractors, 
selected either by the employer himself or by his architect or 
engineer, are invited to tender (i) ; and sometimes, again, tenders 
are advertised for (fc), in which case it is open to any person to send 
in a tender. 

Sub -Sect. 2. — Invitation to tender, 

327. An invitation to tender is a mere attempt to ascertain 
whether an offer can be obtained within such a margin as the 

(/) Serf p. 163, ante. 

See p. 281, post, 

(A) Seep. 161, 

(t) For form of invitation to be used in such a case, see Encydopsedia of 
Forms, VoL II., p. fi74, 

(Ae) For form* Of advertisement, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. II., p. 676. 
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building owner or employer is willing to adopt, or, in other words, 
is an offer to negotiate, an offer to receive offers, an offer to 
chaffer (Z). 

It is usual where tenders are invited to publish the fact that the 
building owner or employer does not bind himself to accept the 
lowest or any tender, but such a reservation is unnecessary, and is 
inserted ex ahundanti cauteld (m). 

The employer may at any moment revoke the invitation to tender, 
and cannot be made responsible for any expenses incurred by persons 
in connection with the preparing of tenders (n). 

A person making a tender {6) is entitled to withdraw it at any 
time before acceptance (;>), but if he does not do so, it remains in 
force until it is accepted or lapses by efiSuxion of time (q). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Acceptance of a Tender, 

328. The unconditional acceptance of a tender by the employer 
binds both parties, and a contract is thereby formed, the terms of 
which are ascertainable from the invitation to tender, the tender, 
the acceptance, and any other relevant documents (?*)• 

The fact that a formal contract is agreed to be entered into 
makes no difference, if the parties at the time of the acceptance had 
a contracting mind, and merely contemplated the setting down of 
the terms on which they were agreed in a formal instiument {h). 
If, however, the acceptance is not unconditional, and the particular 
stipulations of the contract are left open to be fixed in a document 
to be subsequently prepared, there is no contract binding on either 
party (Z). 

It makes no difference if the person tendering should describe 
his offer as an ‘‘estimate,” as itds still equally an offer. Further, 

(l) For a full diecussiou of the law relating to tenders, see title C\)NTiiact. 

(m) See SpeTucer v. Harding (1870), L. R. o 0. F. 561. 

(w) The principle in this case is the same as where goods are advertised to bo 
sold by auction and subsequently withdrawn, in which circumstances an 
intending purchaser has no ground of action to recover his expenses of attending 
the sale {Harris v. Nickei'son (1873), L. R. 8 Q. R. 286; see title Auction’ an^d 
Auctioneers, Vol. L, pp. 509, 511). But see Pauling v. Pontifex (1852), 
1 W. R, 64, where it was held that the conduct of the parties was such that, 
coupled with a custom of the trade, it implied an acceptance of the lowest 
tender. 

(o) For forms of tender, see Encyclopaedia of Forma, Vol. 11., pp. 676, 577. 

(p) See title Contract, and Bristol, Cardiff, and Swansea Aerated Bread Co. 
V. Maggs (1890), 44 Ch. D. 616. 

{q) See Murray v. Bennie (1897), 24 R. (Ct. of Sees.) 965. The acceptance must 
be within a reasonable time. “ That reasonable time can never extend after 
the time at which the contract was to commence ” {Metropolitan Asylums Board 
(Managers) v. Kingham & Sons (1890),. 6 T. L. R. 217, per Fry, L.J., at p. 218), 

(r) tVtmshurst v. Deeley (1845), 2 G. B. 253; Thorn v. Commissioners of Her 
Mojfesty's Works and Public Buildings (1863), 32 Beay. 490 ; Great Northern Bail. 
Co, V. Witham (1873), L. R. 9 C. P. 16 ; Tancred, Arrol & Co, v. Sted Co, of 
Scotland (1890), 15 App. Gas. 125 ; A.-C#. v. Stewards cfc Co. (1901), laT. L. R. 130. 

(«) Navan Unions. MLoughlin (1855), 4 I. C. L, R. 451; Lewis v. Brats (1877), 
3 Q. B. D. 667; Seaton Bride and Tile Co, v. Mitchell (1900), 2 F. (Ct. of Sess.) 
550; and see title Contract. 

(Z) Kingston-upon- Hull (Governor, Gwirdians etc,) v. Fetch (1854), lOExch. 610 ; 
Wood v. Sikock (1884), 60 L. T. 261 ; see title CONTRACT for a full treatment of 
this question, ' ' 
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there is no custom that a letter so headed should not be treated ad 
an ofifer, and if such a custom existed it would be contrary to law (//-). 

According to the custom of the trade, when the old materials of 
a building about to be removed are offered for sale without reserve 
as to the quantity, the whole of the materials are understood by 
vendor and purchaser to be included in the sale (a). 

In the case of a corporation or public body required to contract 
under seal (6), the acceptance of a tender must be sealed, but this 
sealing may be done by affixing the seal of the public body to the 
resolution authorising the acceptance (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Acceptance obtained by Secret Commission, 

329. Where the architect or other agent of the building owner 
without the knowledge of the building owner receives or agrees to 
receive a commission from the builder to induce him to influence 
the building owner to accept the tender, the architect and builder 
are guilty of a fraud, in consequence of which the building owner 
is entitled either to avoid the contract (cJ), or, if the contract is 
affirmed, to recover the amount of the commission from the agent 
who has received it, and also to recover damages from the builder 
who has been guilty of corrupting the architect or agent (^^). 

The civil remedy against the architect who has been bribed 
is in the nature of a common law action for money had and received 
to the use of the employer, who is not entitled to follow the money 
through the account of the architect as trust money (/). 

The corruption of an agent is a misdemeanour on the part of 
both the briber and the bribed, and the offender is liable to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years with or without 
hard labour and a fine not exceeding i^500, or, on summary 
conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding four months 
and a fine not exceeding £50 {g). 

If the employer is a public body, both the builder who has offered the 
commission and the member, or servant, or agent of the authority 
who has accepted it are under a special criminal liability (ft). 


(w) Croshaw v. l^ritchard (1899), 16 T. L. li. 4o. 

(a) Thorn v. Commissioners of her Majesty's JVorIcs and Public Buildings (1863), 
32 13eav. 490, per Bomilly, M.R., at p. 496. 

(h) Dartford Union Guardians t, Trichett (1888), 59 L, T. 764; and see Public 
Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. oo), s. 174 (1) ; and title Oobporations. 
This Bub-section is obligatory, and not merely directory ( v. Leamington 
Spa Corporation (1883), 8 App. Gas. 617). 

(r) As to the sealing of contracts by a local authority, see titles Local 
Government ; Metropolis. 

(li) As to secret commissions generally, see title Agency, Vol. I,, pp. 189, 216. 
(f*) Panama and South Pacific Telegraph Co, v. India-rubber^ GhUta-percha^ and 
Telegraph Works Co. (1878), 10 Ch. App. 615 ; Salford Corporation v. Xnw, 

[ 1891] 1 Q. B« 168; Grant v. Gold Exploration and Developmmt Syndicate^ Ztd., 
1900] 1 Q. B. 233. 

(/) Lisfertd: Co, v. Stubbs (1890), 45 Ch. D. 1 ; Powell v, Evan Jones dt Co,, 
[imn'K. B. 11, 

(ff) TPreventioxi of Oorniption Act, 1906 (6 Edw. V, c. 34). See further on this 
Act, title Criminal Tjaw and I^rocedttre. 

(A) Pubfio Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (62 & 63 Viot. o. 69), ss. 1, 2, 
Sea further m this Act, titles Crimina?. Law and PRocEmJUU; Puuwo 
Atrmomm 4^ J?trwc Orrmtta, 
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Sub- Sect. 5. — Acceptance where the Tender has heen induced by 
Misrepresentations. 

330. If the building owner or employer has made fraudulent 
representations as to the facts which have deceived the person 
tendering and caused him to make a disadvantageous tender, the 
builder or contractor who has had his tender accepted, on discover- 
ing the fraud, may rescind the contract and, if necessary, bring an 
action for the purpose (i). But if he continues to act upon the 
contract after he has discovered the fraud, he will bo held to have 
abandoned his right to have it rescinded (j). In such circumstances 
in an action for work and labour done he cannot recover more 
than the contract price (/c). 

But, although the right to have the contract rescinded may have 
been lost, the builder may still have a right of action of tort for 
deceit against the building owner in addition to his right to recover 
the price (/). 

It makes no difference whether the building owner or employer 
has made the representations himself, or whether they were made 
with his knowledge or privity by an agent (m). 

331. Neither the building owmer or employer, nor the person 
who has taken out the quantities, impliedly warrants the correctness 
of the bills of quantities. If supplied to the builder in the ordinary 
course they do not amount to anything more than a representation 
of a belief (n) by the sender that they are accurate (o). 

So also if statements as to existing facts are made as being the 
best information in the possession of the employer, or the con- 
tractor is expressly directed to satisfy himself as to the correctness 
of the statements — e.g., as to levels, strata etc. — the person making 
the statements is not resJ)onsible, except where there is an intention 
to deceive the contractor (p), 

Sub-Sect. 6. — U'nauthorised Acceptance Iry Agent. 

332. If an agent who is not authorised in that behalf accepts a 
tender, the employer is not bound by this acceptance (g) ; but if he 
should ratify the unauthorised acceptance, botli imrties are bound 
from the date of the acceptance so ratified (r). 


(i) See title Contract. 

(;) Ormes v. Beadel (1860), 2 De G. F. & J. 333. 

(k) Sdway v. Fogg (1839), 5 M. & W. 83. 

(i) See Pearson (S.) <f? Souy Ltd. v. Dublin Co^poratioiiy [1907] A. 0. 351, 

(w) Kimberley v. Dick (1871), L. R. 13 "Eq. 1. 

(w) See p. 164, ante. “ It [a bill of quantities] is an estimate, an estimate which 
a reasonable person, such as a builder, would probably act upon as being an 
honest repi*esentation made bj’^ a skilled person, but beyond that it does not go ’* 
(/?e Ford & Co, and Bemrose Sons (1902), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. IL, p. 364, per Collins, M.R., at p. 363). 

' (o) Priestly v. Stone (1888), 4 T. L. R. 730. See further, as te tlqp subject, 
p. 164, ante ] pp. 298, 312, post. 

(p) Bottmns v. York Gorporatmi (1892), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 220 ; Pearson (iS.) A 5on, Ltd. v. Dublin Corporation^ 
supra. 

(o) See title Agency, Vol. I,, p, 207. 

(r) lUd., p. 173. 
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Sub -Sect. 7. — Stamping of an Acceptance^ 

333. One of the documents which constitute the contract must 
be stamped (s). If not under seal an agreement requires a sixpenny 
stamp; if under seal ten shillings (a). 

Sub-Sect. 8. — AgreemenU not to Tender. 

334. An agreement between two or more persons not to tender 
for a contract is valid and enforceable (6), and there is nothing 
illegal in the owners of commodities agreeing that they will sell as 
between themselves at a certain price, leaving one of them to make 
any other profit that he can (c). Even if such a contract should 
be in restraint of trade and not enforceable by law, it would not be 
“unlawful” within the more accurate meaning of the word, 
namely, as contrary to law, so as to give a right to bring an action 
for damages on the ground of conspiracy {d). 

Sect. 2. — Formation of the Contract, 

Sub-Sect. 1. — In OeneraL 

335. As has already been stated (e), when a tender has been 
unconditionally accepted a completed contract is formed, the terms 
of which can be ascertained from the invitation to tender, the 
tender, and the acceptance thereof, and any other relevant 
documents (/), and either party can successfully object to the 
introduction of any new term (g). 

Where the contract need not be and is not in writing, the ques- 
tion whether or not a contract has actually been entered into will 
be determined by a consideration of all the facts upon which the 
contract is said to be based (/i). 

336. Consideration is necessary, except in the case of a contract 
by deed, to support the contract; thus, a promise by a building owner 
or employer to pay extra for work already included in the builder’s 
or contractor’s contract is made without consideration (i). If the 


(s) Coker v. Young (1860), 2 F. & F. 98. 

(tt) Stamp Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Viet. c. 39), Schod. 1. ; and see further, title 

llEVENUE. 

(h) Qalton v. Emusa (1844), 13 L. J. (CH.) 388 ; Re Carew (1858), 26 Beav. 
187 ; Hefftr v. MarUjn (1867), 36 L. J. (CH.) 372; Jonea v. Nm-th (1875), L. E. 
19 Eq. 426 ; CUttock y. Mallei' (1878), 8 Ch. D. 177. 

(c) Jonea v. North, supra, per Bacon, V.-C., at p. 430. 

(d) See Mogul Steamship Go. y. McGregor, Gow Co., [1892] A. C. 25, and 
titles Contract ; Trade and Trade Unions. 

(e) See p. 168, ante, 

(/) Wimahurat v. Beeley (1845), 2 0. B. 253; Thom v. Commiasionets of 
Majesty's Works and Fuhlic Buildings (1863), 32 Beav. 490 ; Great Narth&m 
Mail. Co, V. Witham (1873), L. E. 9 0. P. 16; Tancred v. Steel Go, of Swtland 
(1890),. 15 App, Gas. 125 ; A.^G. v. Stewards Co, (1901), 18 T. L. E. 130. > 

ig) Zems V. Brass (1877), 3 Q. B, D. 667. 

(h) Allen v. Yoaxtll (1844), 1 Oar. & Kir. 315. See also Smith v. Needs (1857), 
2 0, B. (n. S.) 67 ; Mussed v. Trichett (1866), 13 L. T. 280. 

(i) Sharpe v. San Paulo Mail. Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 597, per James, L.J., at 
p. 608; and compare Harris v. WaUon (1791), 1 Peake, 72: Stilk v, Myrick 
(1800), 2 Camp, 31 7. See title Contract, ' 
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consideration for the contract is illegal the contract is not 
enforceable (k). 

Stjb-Sect. 2. — Necessity of Writing. 

337 . Building and engineering contracts, though they are almost 
invariably in writing, only require to be in writing when they 
come within the provisions of the Statute of Frauds (1) or those of 
the Sale of Goods Act, 1898 (m), or when they are made with a 
corporation in respect of matters as to which such corporation can 
only contract in writing or under seal (n). 

338 . Contracts to construct buildings, or engineering works, 
are contracts for work and labour, and do not require to be in 
writing as contracts for the sale of goods. 

The distinction between a contract for the sale of a chattel and 
one for work and labour depends upon whether or not the 
expenditure of work and materials results in the production of a 
chattel the property in which passes by an actual sale (o). 

It has never been held that building and engineering contracts 
as such are required to be in writing as involving an interest in 
land (p), except contracts to pull down existing works wdiore the 
contractor agrees to purchase the old materials (q). These latter 
were formerly held to be contracts affecting an interest in land ( 7 ^) ; 
but since 1894 they are contracts for the sale of goods (s). 

339 . The Statute of Frauds requires promises to answer for the 
debt of another to be in writing (u). The usual case where an 
obligation of this nature arises in respect of a building contract is 
where there is an actual guarantee (b). 


(Ic) Whtdhill Local Hoard v. Vint (1890), 4o Oh. D. 851 ; Swtt y, Brotvn^ 
Doering, McNab (Jo., [1892] 2 Q. B, 724, C. A. 

(/) 29 Car. 2, c. 3, b. 4. See title Contkact. For a full discussion of 
written contracts and the rules relating to their form and construction, see 
title Deeds and other Instruments. All contracts as to interests m 
land must be in writing, but ordinary building and engineering contracts do 
not come within this provision, although building agreements, which contem- 
plate the grant of a lease to the builder, do. See title Keal Property and 
Chattels Real. 

(ni) 56 & 57 Viet. c. 71, s. 4. See further, title Sale of Goods. 

(70 As to this, see p. 172, post. 

(o) See titles Contract; Sale of Goods; Work and Labour; and see 
specially Lee v. (rrijffin (1861), 1 B. & S. 272, per Blackburn, J., at p, 277 ; 
Clark V. Hulmer (1843), 11 M. & W.^243 ; Clay v. Yates (1856), 1 11. & N. 73 ; 
Dixon V. London Small Arms Co. (1876), 1 App. Gas. 632. 

(p) See McManus v. Cooke (1887), 35 Ch. D. 681. 

(q) As, for instance, when the temporary Vauxhall Bridge was discontinued, 
the contractor agreed to remove it, and pay to tho London Gounty Council 
£50 for the privilege of retaining the materials. 

(r) Lavery v. Fursell (1888), 39 Ch. D. 508. 

(a) This is in consequence of the definition of “ goods ” in s. 62 (1) of the Sale 
of wods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 71), which includes “ things attached to or 
forming part of the land which are agreed to be severed before sale or under the 
contract of sale.” The effect is the same whether Lavery v. supra, is 

flupereeded by this statutory provision or not. The contract mu6t bewin writing 
either by reason of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (5i6;^ 57 Vict.,o. 71),, alone, or 
by reason of both that Act and the Statute of Frauda 

(a) 29 Oar. 2, c. 3, s. 4; Lakeman v. Mountst^hen (1874), L. R. 7 H. L. 17; 
and see title Guarantee. 

(5) As to guarantees, see p. 279, post. 
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Contraotfl for the employment of architects, engineers and sur- 
veyors, and building and engineering contracts, are also required to 
be in writing, if they are not to be performed within the space of 
one year from the making thereof (c). 

In cases where the Statute of Frauds applies, and the contract 
does not comply with the statutory provisions, if the builder has 
executed his part of the contract he may be able to obtain relief, 
on the ground of part performance ; for though the court will not 
decree specific performance of a building contract, yet when the 
builder has performed his part of the contract it will order payment 
of the price (rf). 

340. Except in the case of covenants in leases depending on the 
creation of the interest in land contemplated by the lease, a party 
may sue though he has not executed the contract (e), even though 
that party be a corporation (/) ; and by suing a party affirms the 
contract and becomes bound by it (^/). 

Stib-Rect. 3 . — Contracts with Local Authorities and Corpoj^ationa, 

341. In the case of urban authorities acting under the Public 
Health Acts, contracts whereof the value or amount exceeds £60 
are required to be in writing and to be under seal (h). The 
contracts of other local authorities, boards of guardians, and non- 
trading corporations are required to be under seal and consequently 
in writing, except in the case of executed contracts and contracts of 
an unimportant character (i). 

Contracts with trading corporations are required to be in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the special Act or charter (if any) 
regulating the corporation. In tlie absence of any such provisions, 
executory contracts, which are entered into in the ordinary course 
of the business for which the corporation was incorporated, are 
not required to be under seal(j). 

Contracts with companies registered under the Companies Acts, 
1862 — 1907 (fc), ai'e required, subject to any reservations contained 
in the memorandum and articles of association, to be under seal, or 
in writing, under the same circumstances as if they had been made 
between private persons, and, if not required to be under seal, may 


(r) Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3), s. 4. 
{d) See p. 248, post. 


See title Contract. 


(c) Foster and Wilson v. Mapes (1590), Cro. Eliz. 212; Morgan t. Pihe (1854), 
14 C?. B, 473, per^ Jbrvis, C.J., at p. 484 : The cases establish that a covenantee 


in an ordinary indenture, who is a pai-ty to it, may sue the covenantor who 
executed it, although he himself never did.” 

(/) Ncrihamp^ Gaslight Co. v. Parnell (1855), 24 L. J. (o. P.) 60, 
r (^) Baker v. Yorkshire Fire and Life Assurance Co., [1892] 1 U. B. 144. 
iji) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 174 (i). 

(i) See titles Ck)NTiiA.cn’; Coiipoiw.tions ; Locae Government; Metropolis. 
(/) Bouih of Jrdcmd Colliery Co, v. Waddle (1869), L. B. 4 0. P. 617. See 
generally, titles Contract ; Corporations. 

(i) 25 & 26 Viet. c. 89 ; 27 & 28 Viet. c. 19; 30 & 31 Viot. c. 131 ; 33 & 34 
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be signed or made by parol, as the case may be, by any person acting 
under the express or implied authority of the company (1). 

Sect. 8. — Construction of the Contract 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — Jn General, 

342. Where the contract is in writing its interpretation is a 
question for the court, and where the contract is by parol, for' 
the jury {m). When, however, words in a written contract are 
employed in a sense peculiar to a particular trade or business, or 
when the meaning depends on the custom of a particular locality, 
such particular meaning can be established by parol evidence, and 
the interpretation of terras so used is a question for the jury (u). 
If the contract is in writing, all documents referred to in the 
writing must bo construed with it («). 

Subsequent acts of the parties may be considered in arriving at 
their intention, but not their subsequent statements ; and when the 
contract has been reduced to writing, previous negotiations and 
extrinsic declarations must not be taken into consideration (^?). 
Parol evidence may, however, be adduced to show the existence 
of custom which would annex incidents to a contract, if the custom 
bo reasonable, but not so as to contradict the contract {q). The 
reasonableness of the custom is a question for the court (?•), but 
evidence may be adduced to show that it is not a reasonable one («). 

343. AVhere a contract contains a blank the court wdll not 
admit parol evidence to show how it should bo filled up, at all 
events if the effect would be to impose an onerous condition on 
either party {t). 

Erasures and alterations made previous to the signature of a 
document are to be given effect to {u). Erasures or alterations made 
by one party after signature do not affect the contract, and the 
parties still remain bound by the contract in the form in which 
they made it (//’). 

As to clerical errors, the court has power to correct them by 


(/) CompiinioB Act, lvS67 (30 31 Viet. c. 131), s. 37. See title (^OMrANiES 

for detailed discussion of the subject. 

(m) See title Contract. 

(n) Synionda v. IJoyd (1859), 6 G. B-. (n. b.) 691 ; Myers v. Snrl (1860), 30 
L. J. (q. B.) 9; Jiank of Neiu Zealand v. ^inxfpsem^ [1900] A. C. 182; and 
generally see for the rules of construction, title Contract. 

(o) R. V. Pe^o(1826), 1 Y. & J. 37, at p. 64; Cunliffe v. Hampton Wick Local 
Board (1892), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 274. 

(w) Leivis w, Nicholson (1852), 18 Q. B. 603; Inglis v. Buttery (1878), 3 
App. Cas. 652; Burrell & tion v. Russell (1900), 2 F. (h. l.) 80. 

(e) Robinson v. Thompson (1890), 89 L. T. Jo, 137 ; North v. Baseett^ [1892] 1 
ft. B. 333 ; and see titles Contract ; Customs and Usages. 

(r) Qwyther v. Gaze (1875), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. IT., 
p. 21 ; Khdy v. M^Gowam (1870), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol, 
IL, p. 18; Thorn v. Lemdon Corporation (1876), 1 App. Cas, 120; ihvshaiv v, 
BrUchard (1899), 16 T. L. R. 46. See title Custom^ and Usages. 

(«) Bottomleij v. Forhes (1838), 6 Bing. (n. €.) 121. 

(t) Kemp v. Rose (1868), 1 OiS. 258. 

(w) Ingm v. BuUery, supra, 

(jv) Fattinson v. Luckley (1875), L. B-, 10 Exch. 330. 


Sect. 2, 
Formation 
of the 

Contract. . 


Evidence on 
construction. 


Blanks. 


Erasurcfe 


Clerical 

errors. 



174 


Building Contba.cts, Engineers, and Architects. 


Sect, 3 
Construc- 
tion of the 
Contract. 

Partncrehip 

contracts. 


How far oon- 
iiLtiuns may 
be implied. 


Explanation 
of words and 
phrases. 


comparison with the context. If an undoubted mistake is clearly 
pointed out on the face of an instrument, both courts of law and 
equity, without at all going into parol evidence upon it, will correct 
it, and similarly an omitted word can be supplied (x). 

344. When either party is a member of a firm of partners, the 
partnership will be liable under the contract if the contracting 
.partner was not acting outside the scope of his authority (i/). 


Sub-Skct. 2. — Implied StipHlativns, 

346. A sti))ulcition not actually expressed in a written contract 
can only be imiilied in cases wliere the court is satisfied that both 
parties intended that the stipulation should be part of the contract (a), 
and the more so if the contract is (as is usual in the case of 
building and engineering contracts) drawn in a technical manner 
and with an obvious attention to details, lu any case no stipulation 
cjin bo implied which is at variance with the express terms of the 
contract (?;). Nor will onerous covenants be implied (c). 

But, on the other hand, stipulations which clearly must have 
been in the contemplation of the parties, or which necessarily arise 
out of the contractual relation between the parties, will be implied (rf), 
ej}., stipulations on the part of the employer to allow the builder to 
do the work(e), to give possession of the Bite(/), and to supply 
plans ((jf), and on the part of the builder to proceed diligently and to 
execute the work in a workmanlike manner (fe). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Word-s and Phrases occurring in Building Contracts, 

346. Certain words and phrases occurring in building contracts 
have been construed judicially for the purposes of the particular 


(x) See title Deeds and other Instruments. 

\y) Partnership Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 39), ss. 5—8. Soe also Beale 
V. Mouls (1847), 10 Q,. B. 976; McClean v. Kennard (1874), 9 Oh. App. 336; 
Moore y, Davis (1879), 11 Oh. D. 261 ; and title PARTNERSiriP. 

(a) See 7'he Moorcock (1889), 14 P. D. 64, 0. A., per Bowen, L.J., at p. 68 ; 
and contrast Hamlyn & Co, v. W(^>d ttr, Co,, [^891] 2 Q. B. 488, with NickoU and 
Knight v. Ashtou, Kdridge Co., 2 K. B. 126, 0. A. See also Devmald 

V. Rosser, [1906] 2 K. B. 728 ; ilede Steamship Co.y. River Wear Commissioners, 

S I K. B. 310,0. A.; Lyttdton Times Co., Lid. v. Warners, Ltd,, [1907] A. C. 

. 0. ; and generally, title Contract. The question how far contracts can 
be implied between a building owner on the one part and a sub-contractor or 
specialist on the other is dealt with at p. 275, post. 

{h) tiones V. St. John's College, Oxford (1870), L. R. 6 Q. B. 1 1 5, per Lusn, J., at 
p. 126 ; Jackson v. Eastbourne Local Board (1886), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. 11., p, 67. ^ 

(c) Kemp V. Rose (I8.78), 1 Giff. 258. 

(d) Barry. Stirling and Dim fermline Rail, Co, (1855), 17 Dunl. (Ot. of Sess.) 
582; Knight v. Gravesend and MilUm Watermarks Co. (1857), 2 H. & N. 6. 

(<?) Chm'chivard r, R, (1865), L. R, 1 Q, B. 173, per Cookburn, C.X, at 
p. 195. « 

(/) Freeman <fe Bon y, Hensler (1900), 64 J. P. 460. 

{g) McAlpine. v. Lanarkshire and Ayrshire Rail Co, (1889), 17 R. (Ot, of Sess.) 

(h) Compare Jones v. Just (1808), L. R, 3 Q. B. 197 ; Hall y, Burke (1886), 3 
I. L, R. 166* ^ ^ 
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contracts in which they occur. These are set out below, but it 
must be observed that the meanings given to them are not neces- 
sarily applicable in all cases, but that the interpretation of 
each contract must depend upon the construction of its particular 
terms. 

** Abut,” ‘‘abutting.” — In physical contact with(i). 

“Adjacent.” — The degree of proximity denoted by this term is a 
question of circumstances (A). 

“Adjoining” does not necessarily imply absolute contiguity (i). 

“ Approval ” means, it would seem, in general approval with full 
knowledge, or at all events approval with the opportunity of full 
knowledge. 

“Approved plan.” — A j)lan approved by a local authority means 
one lawfully approved, and not one which, though approved by the 
authority, is illegal (m). 

“As far as possible ” means as far as possible consistently with 
reasonable trade requirements (n ) . 

“ Ijrick-built ” means brick-built in the ordinary sense, and does 
not include a house built partly of brick and partly of timber, with 
some parts of the exterior composed of lath and plaster, and without 
party- walls (o). 

“ Building ” (p) in its popular sense is a structure with walls and 
roof (q). 

The following constructions have been judicially held to be 
included in the term “ building ” as contained in various statutes, 
bye-laws and deeds : — an addition to an existing building (?*) ; a bay or 


(i) Sqq livherta Y, Karr (1809), 1 Taunt. 495; Liyhthouud v. Higher JJehington 
Local Board (1885), 10 Q. B. D. 577, 

(/c) Wellington Corporation v. Lowei' Halt Corporation^ [1904] A. C. 773. 

(1) A pieco of land separated from a churchyard by a public highway 20 feet 
broad is adjoining to an existing churchyard within the meaning of the Conse- 
cration of Churchyards Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133), s. 1 (Be Bateman 
(Uaroneae) and Barker^ [1899] 1 Ch. 599). See also Lighthound v. Higher Behington 
Load Boards supra. 

(ni) Yahhicom v. King, [1899] 1 Q. B. 4*14 ; Be McIntosh and Pontypridd 
Improvement Co. (1891), 61 L. J. (q. b.) 164. 

(a) Where furnaces were to be constructed so as to consume “ as far as 
possible’* the smoke arising from them, it was held that “ as far as possible ” 
meant “ as far as possible consistently with carrying on the trade in an ordinary 
manner and with a careful use and management of a properly constnioted 
fui’nace ” (Cooper v. Woolley (1867), B. B. 2 Bxch. 88, per Kelly, O.B., at 
p. 91). 

(o) Powell V. DouhUe (1832), Sugden, Vendor and Purchaser, 14th ed., p. 29. 

(p) “A structure of the nature of a house built where it is to stand ” (New 
Eng. Diet., Vol. I., p. 1162); anything erected by art, and fixed upon or in 
the soil, composed of different pieces connected together, and designed for 
permanent use in the position in which it is so fixed” (Cent. Diet., Vol. L, 
P* 712), 

(tj) One may say of this or that stmeture : * this or that is not a building’ ; 
but no general definition can be given, and our lexicographers do not attempt it. 
Without, therefore, presuming to do what others have failed to "do, I may ven- 
ture to suggest, that, by * a building * is usually understood a structure of con- 
siderable size, and intended to be permanent, or at least to endure for a con- 
siderable time ” (Stevene v. Qop/rley (1859), 7 Q, B, (n, fl.) 99, per Byi^, J., at 
p. 112). See also Leicester Corporation v. Brown (1692), 9 T. L. E. 6^ 

(r) -S. V. (1^33). 5 B. & Ad. 555. * " ‘ 


Sect. S. 

Construc- 
tion of the 
Contract. 

“ Abut." 

“ Adjacent.” 

“ Adjoining.” 
“ Approval.” 


“Approved 

plan." 

“ As far as 
possible,” 

“Brick-built"' 


‘‘ Building.** 
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S*OT. 3. 

Constnic- 
tion of the 
CoD&act. 


Bnildiog 

purposes.'' 


** Comple- 
tion." 


“ Day-work.” 


“ Dwelling- 
house." 


•* External.” 


bow window (i#) ; a cluirt?h (0 ; a place with four walls, a root and a 
door used for keeping manure (a) ; a trellis 12 feet high(&); a high 
wall (c) ; a structure of wood 16 feet by 13 feet not let into the 
ground, but merely laid upon timbers upon the surface, and intended 
to be permanently used as a shop (d). 

The following constructions have been held not to be so included : — 
a conservatory erected at the side of and leaning against a house («) ; 
a hoarding (/) ; hustings for an election (<7) ; a timber stack (h) ; 
a boundary wall (i) ; a screen to prevent newly-erected houses 
acquiring a right of light (/c). 

“ Building purposes, lands used for,” under s. 128 of the Lands 
Glauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (0) are lands actually laid out for 
that purpose (m). 

Completion,” as regards third parties, means completion 
in fact, and not completion to the satisfaction of the architect 
or otherwise ascertained in some manner prescribed by the 
contract (n). 

Day-work” means work which under the terms of the con- 
tract is to be paid for by time and materials, and not by 
measurement (0). 

** Dwelling-house ”(p). — The term “ dwelling ” implies a building 
used or capable of being used as a residence by one or more 
families, and provided with all necessary parts and appliances, 
such as floors, windows, staircases etc. (q). 

External parts.” — Where a house is pulled down leaving a wall 


( 3 ) Coles V. Swis (I80I), o De G. M. & G. 1 ; fresfeni v. Maedvrmoit (1806), 
2 Ch, App. 72; Mawners [Lord) y, Johnsim (1875), 1 Oh. D. 073; Jackson v. 
Winnifrith (1882), 47 L.T. 243 ; Ohittyv, Bray (1883), 48 L. T. 8G0. 

(<) Folkestone Corporaiio7i v. Woodward (1872), L. K. 15 Eq. 159; Anderson v. 
Richards (1906), 70 J. P. 231. 

(tt) Moriah v. Harr la (1865), L, R. 1 0. P. 155. 

(5) Wood V. Cooi^er, [1894] 3 Ch. 671. 

(c) Child V. Douglas (1854), 5 De G. M. & G. 739 ; Moriah v. Harris, supra; 
Bowes V. Law (1870), L. li. 9 Eq. 636. 

{d) Stevens v. Gourley (1859), 7 0. D. (n. s.) 99. 

(<f) Hihhert v. Acton Local Board (1889), 5 T. L. R. 274. 

(/) Slaughter v. Sunderland Corporation (1891), 60 E. J. (m. c.) 91 ; Foster v. 
Fraser j [1893] 3 Ch. 158. A hoarding, however, has been held to be “a 
building or erection ” {Pocock y. Oilham (1883), 1 Cab. & El. JO^). 

((/) Allen V Ayre (1823), 1 L. J. (o. S.) (k. U.) 204. 

(/i) Harris v. De Pinna (1886), 33 Ch. D. 236. 

{{) Ellis V. Flumstead Board of Works (1893), 68 L. T. 291. 

(/r) Paddington Corporation y, A.-G,, [1906] A. C. 1. 

(0 8 & 9 Viet. c. 18. 

(7/i) Coventry v. London^ Brighton^ and South Coast Rail. Co, (1867), E. R. 6 Eq. 
104 ; and see Charlton v. Gibson (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 541. 

{n) Lewis y, Hoare (1881), 44 L, T. 66. 

(e) See Dictionary of Architecture, sub voce “ Day-work.” 
ip) See also ** House,” infra. In and for the purposes of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 102), the tenn “ dwoUmg- 
house ” infiludes any part of a house whei-e that part is separately occupied as 
a dwelling (l^arliamontary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet, 
c, 26), s. S]. 

(7) Williams V. Fitzmxiurice (1858), 3 H» & N. 844. A shed may be parcel of a 
dwelling-houftt) for some pur;^8es. See Ashworth y, Heyvnyrth (1869), L, R, 4 
4* B. 316; McHdt v. Davm^ (1876), 1 Q. B. I). 59, 61. 
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of' an adjoining house thereby exposed, the exposed wall forms ati 
external pai’t of the house which is left standing (r). 

“Front main wall.” — The meaning of this term dei)euds on all 
the circumstances of the case ; the building must be looked at as 
a whole, and no particular jjortion must be selected to determine 
it(s). 

“ House.” — This term is similar in meaning to the term “ ilwell- 
ing house ” (a). 

In the interpretation of various instruments and statutes the term 
“house” has been liold to include the following (Z;) : a collec- 
tion of buildings used for one purpose (c ) ; a building containing 
several residential flats (d ) ; each of two tenements, the one on the 
ground floor and the other on the first floor of the same building, 
there being no intercommunication behveen them, and eacli having 
a separate front door(c). 

On the other hand, a building intended for a dwolling-house, but 
never completed and used as a store for straw and agricultural 
implements, is not a house (/). 

“Maintain,” “Maintenance.” — “Maintain” has a double 
meaning: namely, to maintain in exactly tlie same state as it was 
found, or by making imj^rovements without any alteration of 
l)urpose ((f), 

“ Minerals ” comprise all substances lying on the strata of the 
land which are commonly worked for profit and have a value 
independent of the surface (/t> 


Sect. S. 
Construc- 
tion of the 
Contsact. 

“ Front main 
wall.” 

“ House.” 


Maintain,’ 


“ Minerals.’ 


(/•) Green v. Enha (1841), 2 Q,. B. 22o. As to party-walls, soe titles 
Hocndakies, Fences and Fauty-AYalls, pp. 184 et m/., (mte; AlEruoroEis. 

(h) A.-O. V. Kdimnis, [ISOl] 1 Ch« 194 ; J.ei/ton Local Board v. Cauaion (1893), 
9 T. L. R. 180, decided niulor the Public Health (Buildings in Streets) Act, 
1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 52), s. 3. 

(a) A porinaiiout building in which the tenant or the owner and his family 
dwell or live (Chapman v. lioyal Bank of Scotland (1881), 7 Q,. B. D. ISO). 

(5) Those definitions may be important in view of a builder contracting to 
build something described as “a house,” and the architect requiring variations 
of the work the olTect of which the builder alleges to make the stiucturo no 
longer “ a house,” but sometbiiig different. 

(c) litcharda v. Swansea Improvement and Tramways Co. (1878), 9 Oh, D. 425, 
uuder the Lands Clauses Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), s. 92. 

(d) Kimber v. Admana, [1900] 1 Oh. 412, under a covenant not to erect more 
than a certain numbor of houses. 

(e) Ilford Park Estates v. Jacobs, [1903] 2 Ch. 522, under a covenant not to 
erect more than one house on a site. 

(/) Elmore v. St, Briavells (Inhabitants) (1828), 8 B. & 0.461, under the 
re;^aled statute 9 Geo. 1, c. 22, s. 7. 

(g) “ It is very difficult to define what works of maintenance ai-e. It is a very 
large term, and useful or reasonable ameliorations are not excluded by it. . . . 
You may maintain by keeping in the same state, or you may maintain by 
keeping in the same state and improving the state, always bearing in mind 
that it must bo maintenance as distinguished from alteration of purpose” 
(Sev€fM)dkSt Maidstone and Tunbridge Rail. Co, v. London, Chatham, and Dover 
Bail, Co, (1879), 11 Oh. D. 625, per Jessel, M.R., at pp. 634, 635). Hi covenants 
in leases, to ** maintain” means to keep in substantially the same condition 
as at the date of the demise (Lister v. Lane and Neaham, [1893] 2 Ck B* 
212 ). 

(h) Midland Bail. Co, v, Oheckley (1867), L. B. 4 Eq. 19; Midla/nd Bail. Co, 
y, Maunchwood Brick and Tile Co, (1882), 20 Ch* D. 552 ; Tucker y. Linger 
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“ Repair." 
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‘ Structure." 

“ Weekly 
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“ Necessary’* includes what is proper (i). 

The term ** plastering ** does not include “ gauging,*’ mixing 
plaster of Paris (k). 

“ Premises,” although popularly applied to buildings etc,, in 
legal language means the subject or thing previously expressed (i). 

“ Probationary drawings ’* means drawings to be approved by or 
on behalf of the employer (ni). 

“Rebuild” means to rebuild the w^hole of a house or building, 
and not merely partially to replace old work b}^ new (?i). 

“Repair.” — The term “repair” may mean either patching or 
renewing, accordijig to circumstances (o). Where the thing to be 
re[)aired is so worn, decayed, injured, or out of repair that it cannot 
be patched up, the only possible repair is by way of renewal. 

“ Several works.” — The expression “ several works ” means 
“the wdiole works/’ and not each separate section thereof, for the 
purpose of calculating the period of maintenance (p). 

“ Specification.” — A detailed description of building, engineering 
and other works executed or proposed to be executed. 

“ Strikes.” — The word means a refusal by a whole body of 
workmen to work for their employers, in consequence of either a 
refusal by the employers to comply with the workmen’s demands 
relating to pay, hours, employment of particular persons etc., or a 
refusal by the workmen to accept terms of employment proposed by 
their employers {q). 

“ Structure.” — This term includes anything to which the term 
“ built ” can be applied (r). 

“ Weekly accounts.” — Parol evidence may be admitted to show 
that by the usage of the building trade “ weekly accounts ” means 
accounts of day-work (a) only, and does not extend to extra work 
which is capable of being measured (h). 


(188.'i), 8 App. Gas. 508; Glasgow Corporation v. Farie (1888), 13 App. Gas. 
057 ; Jersey [Earl) v. Neath Guardians (1889), 22 Q. B. T). 555 ; jRuahon Brick 
and Terra Cotta Co. v. Great Western Rail. Co., [1893] 1 Gh. 427 ; Midland Rail. 
Co. and Kettering, Thrapston, and Huntingdon Rail. Co. v. /?ty5??won{1889), 16 App. 
Gas. 19; Re Todd, Birleston & Co. and North Eastern Rail. Co., [1903] 1 K. B. 
003 ; North British Rail. Co. v. Turners, Ltd. (1 904), 6 F. (Gt. of Sess.) 900. 

(ij Lytton V. Great Northern Rail. Co. (1856), 2 K. & J. 394 ; Sanderson y. 
Cockerniouth and Workington Rail. Co* (1849), 11 Boav. 497, (1850) 2 H. & Tw. 
327, where an agreement for accommodation works provided for “ such roads etc. 
08 may he necessary," and it was held that this meant such roads etc. as may 
be necessary and proper for convenient communication between the severed 
portions of &e laud. 

{k) Wallis V. Rohinson (18G2), 2 P. & F. 307. 

{}) Beacon Life and Fire Assurance Co, v. Qihh (18C2), 1 Moo. P. C. 0. (n. s.) 
73. 

(m) Moffatt V. Dickson (1853), 13 G. B. 643. 

jn) Lmidan Corporation y. Nash (1747), 3 Atk. 611 ; A.-G. v. Hatch, [1893] 
3 Cm* 36, 

(o) Inglis v. Buiiery (1878), 3 App. Gas. 552, at p. 573. 

(/>) Ourdiffe y. Hampton Wick Local Board (1892), 9 T. L. R. 378. 

(l?) King y* Parker (1876), 34 L. T., 8S7, per Kelly, O.B., at'p. 8^9. See 
title Trade Aim Trade Unions. 

See Lavy y. London County Council^ [1895] 2 Q. B. 577. 

(a) See p. 176, ante. 

. (6) ,Myer$ v. Sari (1860), 30 Xt* J. (a* B.) 9. 
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Sect, 4. — Novation^ 

347. Where, by consent, a new party is substituted for either 
of the ori^nnal parties to a contract, there is what is called a 
novation (c). 

Sect. 5. — Tmj^Hed Contract to pay Quantum Meruit 

348. It may happen that the contract has been abandoned, or that 
the circumstances contemplated by it have become so changed that 
the conditions have become inapplicable. For instance, the work may 
have been agreed to be done pursuant to a plan and no plan agreed 
upon, or the wsH'k may have been agreed to be done to the approval of 
a third person and no person appointed to approve, or the work 
may be so delayed by the employer that much greater expenditure 
of money or labour is requisite. In such a case, if the builder or 
contractor has been encouraged to go on with the work, a new 
contract by the building owner or employer to pay a quantum meruit 
may be implied from such of the facts as are applicable (d). 

Payments on account may, in certain circumstances, be evidence 
of a new contract to pay, but where the employer is a cor- 
poration only enabled to contract under seal such is not the 
case {e). 

Where, after the abandonment of a contract to perform work in a 
specified manner, a new contract in general terms has been entered 
into to complete the work, such of the stipulations of the original 
contract as would necessarily apply may be impliedly included in 
the new contract, but not any special terms as to forfeiture or 
liquidated damages (/). 

Sect. 6, — Variation of Contracts. 

349. Where a contract is required by statute to be under 
seal it can only be varied by an instrument under seal (g). In cases 
where the contract is not required to be under seal a subsequent 
agreement not under seal by which the time or mode of perform- 
ance or any other stipulation in the contract is dispensed with or 
varied may be set up as a defence in an action for non-perform- 
ance of the work in the time or manner covenanted for in the 
deed {h). 


(c) See p. 274, post ; and title Contract. 

{d) Burn v. Miller (1813), 4 Taunt. 745 ; Bush v. Whitehaven Town and TTarhoiir 
Trustees (1888), 52 J. P. 392. 

(e) Lamprell v. Bill&ricay Union (1849), 3 Exch. 283. 

(/) Barr v. Dunfermline Roil, Co, (1855), 17 Dunl. (Ct of Sess.) 682; 
Kemp v. Rose (1858), 1 Gift. 258 ; JIant v. South Eastern Rail, Co, (1$75), 45 
L. J. (c. P.) 87. 

(g) Ilomersham v. Wolverhampton Waterv;orks Go. (1861),^ 6 Exch. 137 ; 
Bouthdge v. Eamham Local Board (1861), 2 F. & F. 406 ; Young yj * Leamington 
Spa Corporation (1883), 8 App. Oas. 517 ; Williams y. Barmouth Urban District 
Council (1897), 77 L. T. 383. 

(7i) Steeds v. Steeds (1889), 22 Q. D. D. 537 ; Thames Ironworks and Ship^ 
building Co. v. Royal Mail Steam Racket Co, (1862), 13 0. B. (n, s.) 368. 
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Contracts. 
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not provided 
for in 
conti'act. 


tlsnal 

variations. 


By mutual 
agreement. 


If the contract is one that is required by the Statute of Frauds 
to be in writing, and is in fact in writing, a contract to vary it 
must also be in writing (i), although a rescission does not require 
to be in writing (k). 

Where the contract is not required by statute to be in writing, 
but has been actually reduced to writing, the parties may, at 
any time, waive, dissolve or annul it or in any manner add 
to, subtract from, or varv or qualifv its terms by a parol 
agreement (Z). 

350. Building and engineering contracts usually contain pro- 
visions giving power to the employer or his architec^i or engineer in 
some specified manner to vary the works specified o the contract. 
In the absence of such a provision, the contractor would be entitled 
to refuse to comply with any request of the employer or the 
architect to carry out the work in a different manner from that 
specified (m). If, however, he does comply with such an order, it 
must depend upon the amount and character of the variatioTi 
whether the original contract is rescinded or not. So long and so 
far as the work specified in the original contract can be traced in 
the 8ul)stituted work, the contract, with its terms relating to payment, 
approval etc., will remain binding, while if the alterations are so 
sweeping that the original work can be no longer traced, the 
original contract will be lield to be abrogated, at any rate as to 
price, and the work to have been done under a new contract to 
construct the substituted work in consideration of j)ayment at a 
reasonable rate (/i). 

The manners most frequently occurring in which building and 
engineering contracts ‘ are varied are, besides the ordering of 
additions to or variations in the work (o), the dispensing witli 
or varying of stipulations as to the time for completion (p), and 
as to the payment of liquidated damages by the contractor for 
delay (q). 

Sect. 7. — Rescission and Rectification of Contracts. 

351. It is within the powers of the parties to a building con> 
tract, as in any other case, to rescind the contract by mutual 
agreement (r). 


(f) See Sanderson v. Graves (1S7')), L. li. JO Exch. 2^4 ; and title Contract. 
Soe also HoadJy v, Maclaine (1834), 4 Moo. & S. 340 ; Moore v. Campbell (18o4'», 
10 Exch. 323 ; Noble v. Ward {1867}, L. R 2 Exek. 435. 

(k) Gomanv. Saluhury (1684), 1 Vorn. 240 ; and see title Contract. 

(Z) Goss V. Nugent (Lord) (1833), 5 B. & Ad. 58, qjer Denman, C.J., at p, 65. 
See title Contrag r. 

(i») See title Contract. 

(«) Pepper Y, Burland (lliVJ), Peako, 139; Robson y. OVZ/rcy (1816), 1 Stark 
276, 

(o) For i/^riation of Vailding contracts in respect of the ordering of e:^tras, 
additions, and omissions, see pp. 228 ct post, v , 

{p) See pp. 189 et seq., post. 

See pp. 242 et seg.j post. 

(r) James v. Cotton (1831), 7 Bing. 266. 
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352 . Where the instrument in which a contract is expressed does 
not embody the intentions of the parties making the contract because 
of a mistake made by one of them, the party who has signed the 
document under the mistake in question is generally entitled to 
have the contract cancelled (s), subject to an option given to the 
other party to accept cancellation or submit to rectification {t). 
Where, liowever, both parties are under a mistake common to 
them both, the court will rectify the instrument so as to make 
it express the real contract which the parties intended to make. 
The principle upon which the courts act is that they do not 
rectify contracts, but they do rectify instruments purporting to 
have been made in pursuance of the terms of contracts, where the 
instruments do not express the terms actually agreed upon by the 
parties {a). 

A contract may be rectified on the ground of mutual mistake, 
even when one of the parties is a local authority only empowered to 
contract under seal (h). 

If, however, one party was cognisant of the mistake at the time 
the instrument was executed, and seeks to take advantage of the 
misapprehension under which he knew the other party lay, the 
court has power to rectify the document (c). 

Where the parties differ as to the construction of the document, 
neither party is precluded from abandoning his view of the con- 
struction and adopting that of the other party, and the fact that he 
has at one time set up an erroneous construction of the contract does 
not prevent there being a contract (d). 

353 . The class of cases in which mistakes most commonly occur 
are where clerical errors or errors of computation have been made 
in a schedule of prices (e). In gome cases one or more items in the 
schedule may be quoted at a very high or a very low price, and this 
may give rise to an attempt to rectify the instrument, but in such 
a case it would obviously be contended that the high price was 
fixed intentionally for the purpose of compensating the contractor 
for items priced at a low figure, or the low price to induce the 
employer to agree to high prices for other parts of the works. 
In such a case also the person claiming rectification must have 
done nothing from which an intention to affirm the contract in 


Sect, 7. 

Bescissdon 
and Bectifi- 
cation^f 
Contracts. 

On ground 
of mistake. 


Difference 
of opinion m 
to construc- 
tion. 


Usual 

mistakes. 


(s) Paget v. Marshall (1S84), 28 Ch. I). 2oo, j)cr Bacon, y.-C., at p. 263; 
“ The other class of cases is one of what is called unilateral mistake, and there, 
if the court is satisfied that the true intention of one of the parties was to do 
one thing, and he by mistake has signed an agreement to do another, that 
agreement will not he enforced against him, but the parties will he restored to 
their original position, and the agieement will be treated as if it had never 
been entered into.” See further, titles Contract ; Mistake. 


(i) Tbid,j at pp. 266, 267 ; Harris v. Pepperell (1867), L. B. 5 Eq. 1. 

(a) Mackenzie V. GouUmi (1869), L. B. 8 Eq. 368, j)er James, V.-C., at 


and see title Contract. 


p. 376 ; 


McCarUwj v, Brighton; Corporation (1904), Tirrm (May 20, 4904jj. 

W V. Midland Itaih Co. (1869), 17 W. B. 871. 

(d) ^ title Contract ; and Wilkie v. Hamilton Lodging House Co. (1902), 4 P. 
(Ot, of Sesa.) 951. 

(e) NeUl V. Midland Rail, Co,, supra, where the eontractor put down 6,000 
yaroB of eoncrete at Ss. a yard as amounting to J&66 instead of £1,260, 
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contiaclB. 


its existing form may be implied, as, for instance, by directing 
the engineer to order as little as possible of the high-priced 
work(/). 


Part III.— Completion. 

Sect. 1. — Contracts Entire and not Entire, 

S ITlJ -Sect. 1 . — Beji iii t i o n . 

354 - An ontirc contract means one where the entii-e fulfilment 
of tlio promise by either party is a condition precedent to the 
right to call for the fulfilment of any part of the promise by the 
other {(f). 

In an entire building or engineering contract, the builder or 
contractor must have completed the works, and, if so required by 
the stipulations of the contract, such completion must have been 
certified by the architect or engineer, before a right to payment 
arises or to final payment in case of payment by instalments {h). 

An entire contract is indivisible, and cannot be apportioned. It 
is of great importance to both the employer and contractor to 
ascertain whether the contract is entire or not, as the rights of the 
employer in respect of insisting on the whole work being done 
and those of the contractor in respect of payment are dependent 
thereon. 

356 . There are four varieties of such entire contracts : (1) a con- 
tract to construct the whole building or works in consideration of 
the payment of a fixed sum of money : contracts of this class are 
often called “ lump sum contracts ” (i) ; (2) a contract to construct 
the whole building or works in consideration of a specified 
price made up of separate payments for each separate part of the 
building or works (3) a contract to construct the whole 
building or works without mention of any price (i) ; (4) a contract 
to construct the whole building or works for a price to be 


(/) See Page v. TaunUm Urban JNstrict Council (190*1), Iliidson on building 
Contracts, 3rd od., Vol. I., p. 205; Ewing and Lawson v. Hanhurg tfe Co. 
(1900), 16 T. li. R. I'lO, whoro tko contract specified a price of £18 a hundred- 
weight for certain materials, which was a very high price, and the employers 
sought unsuccessfully to have the contract rectified by making the prme £18 
a ton. 

(g) See generally, for a discussion of contracts entire and not entire, title 
Contract, 

{A) Cutter v. Poivell (1795), 2 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., p. 1 ; and boo title 
Contract. 

{i) Ellis V. Jfymkn (1810), 3 Taunt. 52- See p. 18*1, post. 

Qc) AppM)y V. Mgers (1807), L. R. 2 C. P. 651 ; and see Newfoundland 
Gcn?ernm&nt v, Newfowidland Rail. Co. (1888), 13 App. Gas. 199. See p- 185, 
post. 

(0,See Coggs v# iicrnord (1703), 1 Smith, li. C., llth od., p. 173, at p. 174. 
See p. 185^5. pwrf * , \ 
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Sttbseqaently ascertained on some fixed basis, by a scbedule of 
prices (in). 

356. Building and engineering contracts, where there is no 
obligation on tlie contractor to construct the whole of a particular 
work, are not entire. Repairing contracts are also, in many cases, 
not entire (n), but where there is an express stipulation that 
completion shall be a condition precedent to payment, they are so. 

357. Ill most building and engineering contracts, provision is 
m^ide for the payment of instalments during the progress of the 
work. It depends on tlie construction of the particular contract 
whether or not the effect of such a provision is to prevent the 
contract being entire (o). 


ISub-Seot. 2. — Effect of Non-completion of Entire Contract, 

358. If tlie contract is entire and the builder or contractor 
throws up the work, or without any fault on the part of the 
employer is unable to go on with the work, he has no right of 
action against the employer either under the contract or on a 
quantum meruit for work and materials supplied (p). Where, how- 
ever, he has done work outside the contract, he can recover for 
such work, although he has not completed the work contracted 
for (q). 

Not only will the contractor not be able to recover payment for 
the incomplete work, but he will also be liable in damages to the 
employer for the breach of his contract to complete the work (r). 

The contractor, however, will be entitled to payment, and will 
not be liable to the employer in damages, if he can show either that 
the non -completion of the work was due to some act or default of 
the employer (s), or that the parties have in fact entered into some 
new contract under which the contractor is entitled to be paid for 
the work actually constructed (Q. 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Entire Oontracta for a Lump Sum ascerUtined, 

359. If a builder or contractor undertakes to construct a particular 
work for a fixed sum of money, e,g,, to build a house according to 


(m) Whitaker v. Dunn (1887), 3 T. L, H. 602; Jamieson v. M'Einea (1887), 
16 E. (Ct. of Sess.) 17 ; Wilkie v. Hamilton Lodying House Co, (1902), 4 F. (Ct. 
of Sees.) 951. See p. 185, post, 

(n) Appleby v. Myers (1867), L, E. 2 C. P. 651, per Blackburn, J., at p. 660. 

(o) See p. 226, post. 

(p) Ellis V. Hamlen (1810), 3 Taunt. 52 ; Rees v. Lines (1837), 8 C. & P. 126; 
Pontifex\, Wilkinson (1845), 2 C. B. 349; Sumpter v. Hedges^ [1898] 1 Q. B, 
763, 0. A. ; Re Nuttall and Lynton and Barnstaple Rail. Co. (1899), 82 L. T. 17. 

(g) See title Work and Labour. 

(r) Bottoms v, York Corporation (1892), Hudson on Building Contracts, Srd 
ed., Vol. II., p. 220. • . 

(«) Roberts v. Bury Commissioners (1870), L. E. 5 C. P. 310 ; Mackay v. Hick 
(1881), 6 App. Gas. 261 ; Arterial Drainage Co, v, Rathangan River Drainage 
Board (1881), 6 L. E. Ir. 613. 

(t) Bum y. Miller (1813)^, 4 Taunt. 745; Hunt y. South Eastern Bail, Co, 
(1875), 46 L. J. (o. P.) 87. 
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|)lans for £2,^50, he cannot recover any payment whatever 
until the work is completely constructed, unless the contract con- 
tains some express stipulation for payment by instalments (a), 
for where there is a contract to do work for a lump sum nothing 
can be recovered until the work is completed {b). Even in the case 
of contracts to do rej^airs to an existing work, in which case the 
implication is against the contract being entire, an agreement to 
repair and make perfect a given structure will make the contract 
an entire one (c). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Beyarate Prices for Separate Parts of a Whole Work, 

360. If a builder or contractor undertakes to erect the whole of 
a specified building or work in accordance with a specification 
which is divided into different parts to each of which a price is 
affixed, the contract is entire, and no right to payment arises on the 
completion of any one of the different parts, but only on the 
completion of the whole (d). 

On the other hand, wdiere, in a contract for the construction 
of a work, the consideration is expressed to be a certain payment 
for each particular part as and when completed, the contract is 
a severable one, and payment of each instalment accrues on 
the completion of each particular part (e). The effect is the same 
as if eacl) part has been made the subject of a separate contract, 
each of these contracts being entire in itself. 

Sub-Sect. 6. — Cmiiracts to construct Works without Mention of Price, 

361. A mere promise by a builder to construct a whole building 
without any mention of price requires to be supported by some 
consideration (/) in order to become binding on him as a contract. 
The employment, however, of the builder to do the work is a 
sufficient consideration, as it implies an agreement to pay a reason- 
able remuneration for the work and labour done and materials 
supplied (g). 

In contracts of this nature there may be an implied condition 
that payments shall accrue due from time to time as the w'ork 
progresses (7i), as a contract not to demand any payment until 
completion cannot be implied, in the absence of something to 
show such an intention, from a general employment of a person 

(a) Cuiter v. Powell (1795), 2 Smith, L. C., 11th ed., 1 ; Ellis v. Hamlen (1810), 
3 Taunt. 52; Munro v. Butt (1858), 8 E. & 13. 738 ; Sinclair v, Bowles (1829), 9 
D. & 0. 92; Rees y. Lines (1837), 8 C. & P. 126; Appleby v. Myers (1867), 
L. K. 2 0. P. 651; Lewis v. 7/oarc (1881), 44 L. T. 66; London Steam Stotie 
Saw Alills V. Lorden (1900), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., 
p. 332. 

(5) Sumpter v. Hedges^ [189S] 1 Q. B. 67 3 ^ per A. L. Smith, L.J., atp, 674; 
E^kin Co, Proprietary v. The Ship “ Liddesdale” [1900] A. C. 190. 

(c) A}>plehy v. Myers, supra, 

(<f) Sinclair v. Bowles, supra, 

(e) Newfu^idhind Government v. Newfoundland Rail, Co, (1888), 13 App. Cas* 
199* 

(/) Ehet V. Oatward (1793), 6 T. E. 143. 

(y) Gogg$ V. JBemard (1703), 1 Smith, L. 0., 11th ed., p. 173; mtiitiey, 
IVanklattd fl862), 3 B. & 8. 49. • f > 

(A) mert$ V. Savtlodc (183!;^ 3 B. & Ad. 401. 
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to perform a particular work. Whether th^mplication is that 
payment is to be deferred until completion of the whole work or 
is to be made from time to time as the work progresses depends 
on the nature and construction of each particular contract (i). 

362. In contracts to employ a person to do work on materials 
the property of the employer, such as to execute repairs to a house 
or a ship, the implication is that the contract is not entire (/f), and 
the contractor, if he does not complete the work, can sue for the 
value of the labour and materials supplied by him (Z). Such a 
contract, however, can be made entire by express words (m), and 
even in the absence of express words, if it is clear that the intention 
of the parties was that the contract was to be entire, the contract 
will be construed accordingly (a). 

Sub-Sect, 6. — Kutire Contracts for a Sum to he nsrertnmed. 

363. A contract to perform the whole of particular works for a 
price which has to be ascertained in a stipulated manner may be 
an entire contract (o). Where a price is fixed for the whole work, 
and additions and deductions are to be measured and valued, such 
a contract is a lump sum contract {p). 

The manner of ascertaining the price may be by way of a 
schedule of prices, or by valuation, or by arbitration. In the case 
of a schedule of prices, the fact of a separate price being annexed 
to each item in the schedule of prices does not render the contract 
divisible or entitle the contractor to payment on the completion 
of each item of yfor\i(q). 

It is a common occurrence in connection with entire contracts 
when a price is to be ascertained in accordance with a schedule of 
prices, that some class of work described in the specification or 
shown on the drawings has been omitted from the schedule of prices. 
This does not relieve the contractor from the obligation of com- 
pleting the whole, including the class of work for which a price has 
been omitted. If there is no provision in the contract for ascer- 
taining the price of unpriced work (as, for instance, by valuation 
by the engineer), the contractor will be entitled to be paid for it at 
a reasonable rate (r). 

8ub-Seot. 7- — Co7itracts to do more than one Part of a Wltole, 

364. Sometimes a contractor undertakes to construct more than 
one distinct work, as separate reservoirs, or more than one part of 


(0 Afplehy v. Myers (1867), L. R 12 C. P. 651. 

\k) I Ud^ at p. 660. 

(Z) Memtone v. Athawes (1764), 3 Burr. 1592 ; Roherts v. Eavdotdc (1832), 3 
B. & Ad. 404 ; The Tergeste, [1903] l\ 26. 

(w) Appleby v. Myers^ supra* 

(n) WilhinsonY, Clements (1872), 8 Ck. App. 96. 

(o) Appleby v. Myers^ supra; \Vhitahe,r v, Dunn (1887), 3 T,*L. IJ.. 602. 

(p) London Steam Stone Saw Mills v. Lorden (1900), Hudson on Building 
Contracts, Srd ed., VoU 11., p. 332. 

(?) AppUhy V, Myers^ supra* 

(n Me Walton-on-the^Mau Urban District Council and j^cra?i (1905), Hudson 
on Bnildia® Oontraots, 8r4 ^4., Yo^. H-, p. 4QQ, 
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Sect, 1, 
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work. 


a connected work, sections of a railway, by a contract which 
provides for payment for each work or part of a work on the com- 
pletion thereof, while there is also a promise by the contractor to 
complete the whole of the works or work. Under such a contract, 
although the employer must pay for each part on its completion, 
he would have a cross-claim in damages against the contractor in 
case of non-completion of the other parts (s). 

Where a contractor is employed to do certain parts of a work, 
his obligation is limited to doing the whole of those parts (t). 

Sub-Sect. 8,~Per/ormr/7?ce of an Entire Contract. 

365. A contract to complete a whole ^vork as such involves an 
obligation to do everything that is necessary for the completion of 
the whole work as described (a). The omission of anything 
indispensably necessary will make the work incomplete so as to 
render the price not payable, and the builder or contractor liable 
in damages for non-completion. It makes no difference that such 
indispensably necessary works are not described in the specifica- 
tion (/>), or are not shown on the drawings, or are impracticable (c), 
or are calculated wrongly, or their costs or extent underestimated 
in the specification (iZ), or are omitted or underestimated in the 
quantities (e), and this whether the quantities have been made 
part of the contract (/) or not (p). 

Where a contract provides that work is to be done to the satis- 
faction of the architect or engineer, any work witliin the contract, 
which he requires to be done as a condition to his ai)proval, is 
indispensably necessary work if his decision is final (h). 

The ffict that the quantities are made part of a contract to con- 
struct a complete work does not cut down the obligation of the 
builder to furnish a complete work, but if the contract is merely 
to do so much work as is described in the quantities, the obliga- 
tion of the contractor is to do that quantity and no more (i). 

366. In the case of an entire contract, preparatory work, such as 
clearing away existing works, excavating for foundations, bringing 


(fl) Newfoundland Government y. Newfoundland Rail. Co. (1888), 13 App. Cas. 
190. ^ 

if) Kemp v. Rose (1858), 1 Giff. 258. 

(a) WilHarns v. Fitzmaurice (1858), 3 H. & N. 844 ; Oillespie v. Howden (1885), 
22 Sc. L. E. 527 ; Stegmanny. O'Connor (1899), 81 L. T. 627. 

(h) [Vdlia7n8 v, Fitzmaurice, supra; He Shell Transport and Trading Co, and 
Consolidatcd^Retr oleum Co. (1904), 20 T. L. E. 517. 

(c) Hydraulic Engineering Co. v. Spencer rfe Sons (1886), 2 T. L. E. 5«‘>4. 
id) Sharpe v. San Paulo Rail. Co. (187^, 8 Ch. App. 597. 

(e) Scriv^ter v. Task (1866), L. E. 1 0. P. 715; lie Ford Jc Co. and Beinrose 
& Sons (1902), 18 T. L. E. 443. 

(/) Coker v. Young (1860), 2 F. & F. 98. 
hi) Knnherley v. Dick (1871), L. E. 13 Eq. 1. 

{h) Dohson^y. Hudem (1857), 1 C. B. (n. s.) 652, per Cressweli., J., at p. 659 ; 
•* 1 find no provision in the contract for the expense of alterations resulting from 
the opinion or the caprice of the . . . surveyor. The plaintiffs undertook to do 
the work to the satisfaction of the surveyor.** As to the architect requiring 
work not within the contract, eoe p. 231, post, 

(i) Kemp y. Hose, supra. 
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materials from a distance etc., is included in the contract work (k). 
If any unforeseen difficulties should arise, such as the site turn- 
ing out to be rock where soil was expected, the preparatory work 
still has to be done by the contractor as part of tlie contract 
work (Z). 

367. If a contractor without autliority from his employer con- 
structs the works of better materials than those stipulated for in 
the contract, the employer mi^ht n^fiise to accept the work, in 
which case the contractor would not be able to recover at all, as ho 
would not have performed his contract. Even if the employer 
should accept the work, the contractor could only recover the 
contract price without any increase in price for the superior material 
used (m). 

368. The builder, in the absence of express stipulation to the 
contrary, has a general right to dig the foundation of the building 
and to convert to his own use the materials dug out, provided that 
they are ordinary materials and not such things as antiquities 
etc. (?i). This right, however, is limited to the necessary founda- 
tions of the building contemplated by the contract, and does not 
extend so as to allow him to dig all over the site to get these 
materials (o). 

Where the contract expressly reserves the minerals, every sub- 
stance that can be dug up for the purpose of profit is included ( p). 
It would seem that the builder, in such a case, cannot even dig 
materials from the site for use in the construction of the building 
unless tliey are part of the foundations. 

369. An allegation that the building owner has received some- 
thing as good as what he bargained for will not enable a builder to 
recover the contract price, in the case of an entire contract, in which 
comj)letion is a condition precedent to the right to payment, except 
in the case of acceptance by the employer, waiver, or evidence 
of a new contract to pay for the work actually performed (< 7 ). 

It would seem, however, that the rule in the case of building 
contracts is similar to that in the case of specific performance, 
which is, that such non-essential and trivial defects on the side of 
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(k) Weatherstoti v. Rohei'tson (1852), 1 Stu. M. & P. 333. 

(/) East aoid West India Dock Co, v. Kirk and Randall (1887), 12 App. Cas, 738 ; 
Bottoms V. York Corj^oration (1802), Hudson on Building Conti’acts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. II., p. 220. 

(m) Forman A Co. Proprietary y. The Ship ** LiddeadalCf** [1900] A. C. 190; 
Wilmot V. Smith (1828), 3 0. & P. 453. 

(w) E lives V. Brigg Qas Co. (1886), 33 Oh. D. 562, where a prehistoric 
boat, found in digging out foundations, was held to be the property of the owner 
of the soil. It is usual, especially in contracts with local authorities, to provide 
for the preservation and delivery to the building owner of antiquities etc. 
found, on the building site. * • 

( 0 ) Robinson v. Milne (1884), 63 L. J. (CH.) 1070. 

(p) See p. 177, ante. 

{q) Mnhro v. Butt (1858), 8 E. & B. 738; Whitaker v. Dunn (1887), 3 T. L. B. 
602; and compare V. Hedges, [1898] 1 Q. B. 673; Forman dC? Go. Pro^ 

prietary v. The Ship Liddesdale,” supra. 
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one party as can be compensated for will not excuse the other party 
to the contract (r). In every case it must be a matter of degree: 
thus the omission of a lock on a door in a large mansion, or the 
omission to put some zinc on the flat roof of an annexe («), might 
not amount to non-completion, while omission to put dowm the 
floors in a house (t) certainly would do so (a). 

The question of completion, being one of fact, is for the jury, 
and if the jury find that the contract has in fact been performed, 
the contractor w^ould be entitled to recover ilie coniract price, 
subject to deduction for the reasonable cost of making the work 
perfect (b), 

370. In the case of an entire contract, the employer is under an 
obligation to allow the contractor to do the whole of the work (c). 
The contractor, it would seem, is entitled (subject to any special 
circumstances or stipulations in the contract) to uninterrupted 
possession of the site for the purpose of carrying out the works in 
the contract. He can therefore object to a fresh contractor being 
brought upon the site while he is cany in g out the contract works. 
The employer cannot, it would seem, take advantage of a stipulation 
authorising him to omit work in order to get parts of the contract 
work executed by another contractor while the contract is proceed- 
ing. It has been decided in America that such a clause does not 
contemplate or authorise the omitting of w^ork given to another 
contractor (d). 

371. The question whether or not completion includes making 
the wwk answer the purpose for which it is constructed depends 
on whether the work is agreed to be constructed to answ'er a 
particular purpose, or whether it is agreed merely to be constructed 
in accordance with a specification and plans. In the first case the 
contractor warrants that he will make something fit for the 
purpose (e), and if the work is useless, so as to amount to a total 
failure of consideration, there is no completion on the part of the 
contractor, and no obligation on the employer to pay (/). In the 
first case it is no excuse for the contractor doing useless work that 
it was not possible to do it otherwise, unless he told his employer, or 
the employer knew of the impossibility. The contractor’s obligation 
is not performed unless the work done is useful and skilfully 

fr) See title Specific Pbriormancb. 

(«) Lotviher v. Heaver (1889), 41 Ch. D. 248, 262. 

(^) Williains v. Fitzmaurice (18o8), 3 H. & N. 844. 

(«) ** Small deviations from the plan would not affect it much ; but if there is 
any obstinate or comipt deviation, that would materially ” (Craven v. Tickell 
(1789), 1 Ves. 60, per Lord Thurlow, L.O., at p. 61). 

(6) Cutler v. Close (1832), 5 0. & P. 337. 

<c) Taiiired, Arrol & Co, v. Steel Co, of Scotland (1890), 15 App. Cas. 125. 

(a) Gallagher v, Hirsh (1899), N. Y. 45 App. Div. 467. 

(fl) Hall f. Bhrke (1886), 3 T. L. E. 165 ; and compare Preist v, last, [19031 
2 IC B. 148, C. A. ^ 

(/) Farmworih v. Garrard (1807), 1 Camp. 38 ; Dmm v. DavereU (1813), 3 
Camp. 461 ; Hill v, Feathers^nhaugh (1831), 7 Bing. 669 j QtoxvmHI v. harnh 
(ls3Q, I M. & W. 352. See alao Chmenfi v. Faddon (1835), 5 Tyr. 535: 

V. Bu^ (1806);7 East, 479; HM ?. BmU, supra. 
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fiJtoouted {g). lu the neconJ case, however, the contractor's obliga* 
tiou is only to tollow the plans and specification, and to use proper 
materials and workmanship (/t), ivnd he is not responsible if the work 
turns out useless to the employer, unless it has been done badly or 
not in accordance with the plans and specification (i). 

Sub-Sect. 9. — Implied Condiliou as to Workmanship. 

372. A contract to perform any work, in the absence of any 
stipulation as to the manner in which it is to be carried out, implies 
a condition that the work shall be done in a good and workmanlike 
manner ( ji), and the workmen employed on the w^ork must be 
possessed of the ordinary amount of skill possessed by those exer- 
cising the particular trade (k). The contractor, however, cannot 
be held responsible for the quality of materials or work chosen or 
directed by the emplo3^er or his architect, as in that case the 
employer chooses to supei'sede the contractor's judgment b}" using 
his own(/). 

Sect. 2. — Time for Completion, 

Sub -Sect. 1. — Where no Time u specified. 

373. In a contract to perform a work, where no particular time 
is specified within which the work is to be completed, an agreement 
to complete within a reasonable time will be implied, and a 
reasonable tijue for completion will be allowed (m). 

The question as to what is a reasonable tinui is one of fact(H), to 
be determined by the jury under the direction of the court. All 
the circumstances of the case should be taken into consideration, 
such as the nature of the w^ork to be done, the time necessary to do 
the work, the orders which the contractor has in hand (o), the 
proper use of customary appliances (j>), and the time whicJi a 
reasonably diligent manufacturer of the same class as the contractor 
would take (rj). 

Where a reasonable time for completion becomes substituted for 
a time specified in the contract, in consequence of the specified time 
being no longer applicable, then in order to ascertain what is a 
reasonable time the whole circumstances must be taken into con- 
sideration, and not merely those existing at the time of the making 
of the contract. 
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(7) Duncan v. BluudeH (1820), 3 Shirk. 6; Grounsell v. Lamb (1830), 1 M. & \V. 
352 ; Pearce Y. Tiuker (1802), 3 ¥. & F. 130. 

(/i) Ripley v. Lordan (1860), 2 L. T. 154; and compare Jones v. Just (1868), 
L. B. 3 Q. B. 197, 202. 

('/*) Compare <)liivant v. Baylnf (1843), 5 Q. B. 288 ; Chanter v. Hopkins (1838), 
4 M. & W. 399. 

( ;) Duncan v. Blundell, supra ; Pearce v. TneJeer, supra. 

(k) See Harmer v. Cornelius (1858), 5 C. B. (n. s.) 236 ; and see title 
Bailment, Vol. I., p. 659. 

(/) Duiicjiti V. Blundell, supra, per Bayley, J., at p. 7. 

\m) Startup v. Macdonald (1843), 6 Man. & G. 593, per Bolfe, B., a^p. 611. See 
title CONl’RACT. 

{n) Fisher y. Ford (1840), 4 Jur. 1034 ; Startup v. Macdonald, supra, 

(0) AUwood V. Emery (1856), 20 L. J. (c. P.) 73. 

(p) Lyle Shi'pj>iuy Co. v. Cardiff Corporation, [1900] 2 Q. B. 638. 

(7) Hydraulic Engineering Co, y. McHaffle (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 670. 
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When time 
not of tJie 
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When time 
of the essence 
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tract. 


If in consequence of an unavoidable accident the jjerformance of 
a contract, for the completion of which no time is fixed, is delayed, 
the implication of law is that the contractor shall use reasonable 
diligence (r). 

Sub-Seci'. %-^Where a Particular I’ime is specified. 

374. If a particular time for completion is specilied in the 
contract, the mere fact of non-completion within that time will not, 
in ordinary circumstances, be such a breach as to release the 
employer from the contract, but it will entitle him to damages («). 
If the builder or contractor is unduly delaying the work, and the 
contract time 1ms ceased to be binding, the employer may give him 
notice to complete by a fixed reasonable time(0, and on default of 
the contractor he would be justified in refusing to allow the 
contractor to proceed any further. 

If — which, however, is unusual in building contracts — time has 
been effectually made of the essence of the contract, and completion 
to time expressly made a condition precedent to payment, the 
emjfioyer will be released by non-completion to time (ii), 

Sub-Sect. S. — When Time is of the Essence o/ the Contract. 

375. The old rule of law that time is always of the essence of a 
contract is now superseded by the rules of ecpiity in that behalf (?r). 
In building contracts time is not of tlie essence of the contract in 
the absence of express words making it so, as the subject of the 
contract is not such as to make the completion to time essential (x). 
And the mere insertion of words making time of the essence of the 
contract will be ineffective if they are inconsistent with other terms 
of the contract (a). 

Time cannot be of the essence of the contract where there is 
a provision for the payment of a penalty or liquidated damages 
for delay (/>), nor where there is a bonus for expedition, and 
generall}^ where the parties contemplate a possible postponement of 
completion (c). 

376. Where the contract expressly makes time of the essence of the 
contract, or gives a power to determine the contract in case of non- 
completion within the stipulated time, then, in the absence of any 
inconsistent provisions, time will be of the essence of the contract (d), 


(r) Ford v. Coteaworth (1868), L. R. 4 Q. B. 127, per Blackburn, J., at 
p. 133. 

(s) Lucfia V. Godwin (1837), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 737 ; but see Tidey v. Mollett (1864), 
16 C. B. {-N. 8.) 298. 

(<) See p. 191, pysf. 

(w) Lucas V. Godwin, supra, at p. 744, 

(?.<;) Supreme Court of Judicatuie Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. o. 66), s. 25 (7) ; 
and see title Go:^raot. 
far) Lvicaa v. Godwin, supra, at p. 744. 

(a) Lewther v. Heaver (1889), 41 Oh. D. 248, per Lindlky, L.J., at p. 268. 

(h) Lamprell v. Billericay Vniort, (1849), 3 Exch. 283, 308. 

(c) See title OoNTRACr. 

(d) Walker v Lotuhn and Niorth Whatem Bail, Co, (1876), 1 0. P. D. 518. 
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aiid the contractor can recover nothing if he does not complete to 
time (e). 

377. In cases where time has not been made of the essence of 
the contract, or where, although time originally was of tlie essence 
of the contract, the time so fixed for completion has ceased to 
he applicable by reason of waiver or otherwise, the employer has 
still a right by notice to fix a reasonable time for the completion of 
the work, and, in case tlie contractor does not complete by that 
time, to dismiss the contractor (/), just as a vendor would be entitled 
to rescind the contract in case of a contract for sale of land (g). 

The contractor has up to the last moment (12 o’clock at night) of 
tlie day fixed for completion to finish his contract (/i). 

Sect. S.— Contracts to reinstate Buildings which have been 
destroyed. 

378. Many insurance policies give tlie insurers an option to 
reinstate the insured buildings when destroyed or injured by lire. 
If the insurers once exercise this option, and elect to reinstate, they 
are bound by their election, and cannot afterwards claim to Ixj onl}?' 
liable on their covenant to pay the insurance money (/’). The 
exercise of this election puts the insurers in tlie position of a 
contractor who has undertaken to complete an entire work, namely, 
to restore the destroyed or injured buildings as far as possible to 
their condition before the lire (/c). 

The Fires rreventioii (Metropolis) Act, 1774 (/), gives the same 
option to insurance coinpani(;s, and also omililes the person 
interested to re(juire them to reinstate. The operation of this 
statute is not confined to places within the limits of the former bills 
of mortality (//O- 


(r) Mnm'o v. lUat (1S,"jS). 8 M, !». 7'J8. 

(/) iSee Taylor Jiroivti 0 Ji. J. (cMf.) M, }>cr Jjord Lancjdalh, M.IJ., 

at p. 1(>: “ Where tht^ time is not of the os.'^enco of the contract, wlioro the con- 
tract is to bo j)orfonnod within a iinic which is not defined, and there bo any 
unnecessary delay by one })arty, the other has a right to limit the time.” 

{g) Ijowther v. Heaver (1889), 41 Ch. U, 248, jfcr LiNDXiEY, L.J., at p. 208; 
and see title Sale of Land. 

(h) Startup v. Macdonald (1848), G Man. & G. o93 ; and see title Time. 

(/) Brown Boyal Insurance Co. (1S.59), 1 E. & E. 803; Scottish Amicable 
Association V. Northern Assurance Co. (1883), 11 R. (Gt. of Sess.) 287. See also 
Fulkr V. Patrick (1849), 13 Jur. (o. s.) 061, and title Insukance. 

{k) Brown v. Royal Insurance 6V>., supra; Times Fire Assurance Co. v. Hawke 
(1809), 28 L. J. (ex.) 317. 

(/) 14 Geo. 3, c. 78, s. 83. 

(ni) Re Qnicke. [1908^ 1 Oh. 887, per Swinfen Eady, J., at p. 893, apparently 
following Re Barker^ Ex 2>arie (Jordy (18(^4), 34 L. J. (nCY.) 1, which case was, 
however, doubted in Wesimimter Fire Office v. Glasgow Provident Investment 
Society (1888), 13 App. Gas. 699, pei' Lord Watson, at p. 716. See also 
V. Scottish Union Fire and Life Insurance Co. (1863), 32 L. J. (cH.) 329 ; 
Andrews v. Patriotic Assurance Co. (1886), 18 L. B. Ir. 355, 366, holding that 
it does not apply to Ireland. See title Insurance. The area,withRi the bills 
of mortality was employed as a torm. to denote what became the metropolitan 
ai*ea after the piissing of the Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 
Viet. c. 120). Marylebone and St. Pancras were, however, excluded. Gompare 
Copyright Act, 1842 (0 & 6 Yiot. o. 45), s. 6, 
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379. The insurers are liable for defective or less valuable work 
done under their obligation to restore (w), even if the restoring of 
the building to its condition before the fire is impossible (o), and 
the damages which the insured may recover for breach of the 
covenant to restore are not limited to the amount of the insurance 
money. 

If the new building is burnt down during tlie process of 
construction the insurers must still complete their contract to 
restore, appareiiily oven in cases w^here they have stipulated that, 
should reinstatement bo prevented, they shall only be liable for 
so much as would, in the absence of the prevention, have been 
sufficient to make good the loss. Such a stipulation does not seem 
to cover prevention owing to an act of God (/;). 

The contract being to reinstate the building, no allowance ‘‘ new 
for old ” can be made (q), as the marine insurance rules do not apply. 
In assessing damages for the breach of a contract to reinstate, due 
regard should be had to the fact that the contract is one to rebuild 
or restore an old building and not to build a now one. 

In the case of machinery or other chattels attached to a building 
which has been destroyed, the insurers cannot insist on reinstating 
the chattels on the original site if it has passed awaj^ from the 
insured. In the case of chattels the meaning of “reinstate ” is to 
replace in statu, not in situ (r). 


Part IV. — Excuses for Non-Completion. 

Sect, 1. — Arising before Performance. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Impossihility. 

380. It frequentlj^ happens that the performance of the specified 
works in the manner contemplated by the contract is impossible* 
The ordinary rules of law as to the effect of impossibility apply to 
building and engineering contracts (.s). 

It is the duty of a contractor, in the exercise of common pru- 
dence, before making his tender, to inform himself of all particulars 
concerning the work, and particularly as to the practicability ol 
executing every part of the work contained in the plans, drawings, 
and specification according to the specified terms and conditions. 
Ignorance on his part in making his tender will not excuse him 
from performing his contract. If it be the usage of contractors to 


(») Alchorne v. FnvUl (1820), 4 L. J. (o. s.) (on.) 47. 

(o) JUd, ; Brown v. Tloyal Insurance Co, (1859), 1 E. & E. 853. 
h)) For the naeaning and effect of an act of God generally, .see title Contra or, 
(9) See/nowover, Vance v. Foster (1841), 1 Ir. Giro. Cas. 47. The decision in 
this case does not seem to have been accepted in England. 

(r) Anderson v. Commercial Union Assurance Co, (1885), 2 T. L. R 191. 

(s) 8ee Clifford {Lord) v. WaUa (1870), L. E. 5 G. P. 677, per Brett, at 
p* 688 ; Bills v, Bughrue (l8^d), 16 M, & W. 263 ; anij title Oonxraot» 
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tely on the specification without examining it for theiiifielves, or Skct. 

employing a skilled i)crson to do so on their behalf, such an usage Arising 

cannot legally bo supported (/)• The fact that the contractor has before Per 
agreed to erect a building or construct woi ks as desci*ibed in the forn^ce. 
plans and specification, imidies that he understands such plans and 
specification, and he cannot escape liability by setting uj) tliat 
he exercised ordinary care and skill and yc^t failtul to understaiul 
them (a). 


381. Where a buildiu- or contractor Ijas made a contract to erect 
a building or construct works, and it turns out that it is impossible 
to do the work and he does not complete it or them, ho will not be 
excused from tbc conseijuences of not fulfilling his contract, including 
a liability to jxiy damages (/d- It must be observed that this 
lialjility to pay damages for non-performance of an impossibility 
only attaclies where the contract is absolute and unrestricted by 
any condition expressed or implied (<•), 

Tlie obligation on the contractor, however, appears to be unlimited 
not merely where there are only difliculties or increased expense in 
executing the work not brought about by the emjdoyer (d) ; and a 
fortiori the obligation is unlimited, if the difficulties were foreseen 
by the contractor. If the employer or his agent, the arcliilecfc 
or engineer, knows at the time of entering into the contract tliat 
performance is impossible he cannot anticipate performance by the 
contractor, and therefore it would seem that the minds of the parties 
are not ad idem, and consequently neither party can sue upon the 
contract (c). 

In case, however, of serious impediments, not brought about by 
the employer and arising from causes which were not, and could 
not be, in the contemplation of either of the parties at the time of 
the making of the contract, and necessarily altering the character 
of the work, so as to make the special conditions of the contract 
inapplicable, it is a question whether the court would be justified in 
holding that grounds existed w’hich relieved the contractor from his 
obligation (/). 


I’oHition of 
coutractor. 


Difliculty not 
aniounUiJt>; to 


(t) Thorn V. London Corjwraiioji (ISTtJ), 1 App. Cas. ILH), />tT Lord 
Chelmsfohd, at p. 132, 

(a) Bottoms v. York Corporatmi (1892), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. IL, p. 220. 

(h) ** Certainly, if ho does in direct icrnis outer into a contract to perform an 
impossibility, subject to a penalty, he will not be excused because it is an 
impossibility; so if he does bind himself to perform an imj)ossibility, if a 
certain named person shall require him to do so, there is nothing illegal in 
putting himself under such an obligation as that” (Jonrs v. *SL John^s Colkye, 
Oxford (1870), L, R. 6 Q. B. llo, par Hannen, J,, at p. 127). 

(c) Brechiock and Abergavenny Canal Navigation Co, v. Pritchard (1796), 6 
Term Rep. 750. 

(f/) See as to damages, p. 241, post, 

if) See Cunningham v. Dunn (1878), 3 0. P. D. 443. 

\f) Jackson v. Eastbourne Local Board (1886), Hudson on Build ing*Con tracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 67, jwr Lord Watson, at p. 90; and see Bush v. White- 
haven Town and Harbour Trustees (1888), 52 J. P. 392, See also Clifford {Lord) 
V. Watts (1870), L. R. 5 G. P. 577, where a man contracted to dig 1,000 tons 
of clay each year on certain lands, and when it turned out that there never 

U.L.— III. H 
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382. Where the work the subject of an entire contract is destroyed * 
before the completion of the contract, there is a difference in the 
position of the parties according to wlietlier the destruction affects 
the contract work only or affects also some other work or thing 
without the continued existence of which the execution of the 
contract work is impossible. 

In the first case, if the contract to construct is unrestricted by 
any conditions applicable to the case, tlie contractor has not per- 
formed his obligation, and must eitlier do the woik over again, or 
be liable in damages for breach of contract (g). 

In the second case, as the parties must have known, when tliey 
entered into the contract, that the contract could not be carried 
out if the otlier thing ceased to exist, they must have contemplated 
the continued existence of that thing as being a necessary element 
of the contract, and therefore the contract is subject to an implied con- 
dition that, if the thing should cease to exist from a cause not owing 
to the fault of either party before the completion of the contract, 
tlien both parties sliould be excused from further peilonnance of the 
contract (h). In such a case the contractor cannot bring an action 
to recover the contract price, or the value of the work and 
materials provided by him (i), nor can the employer bring an action 
against the contractor to recover damages for broach of contract (/c), 
or to ]*ecover instalments already paid to tlie contractor (/). 

In the case of contracts which are not entire, if the structure, on 
which the work is to be executed, is destroyed during tlie progress 
of the work, wliile further performance of the contract on the part 
of both the employer and the contractor is excused, the contractor 
is entitled to he paid for the work and labour expended before the 
destruction (m), 

383. It is no excuse for non-performance of a contract to build 
a house or to construct works upon a particular site that the soil 
thereof has either a latent or ])atent defect, rendering the building 
or constructing impossible. It is the duty of the contractor before 
tendering to ascertain that it is practicable to execute the work on 
the site (a). The builder or contractor on discovering such defects 
in the soil as will render the construction of the contemplated works 
difticiilt or impossible is not entitled to throw up or abandon the 

was as niuoh as 1,000 tons of clay on tlio land, was hold not liable in an action 
for breach of contract. 

(f/'\ Brecknock and Ahergavenuy Canal Navigation Co. v. Pritchard (1796), 

6 Torin Eop. 7 <50. 

(h) Taylor 'v. Caldwell ^ Z Vt. & S 826, 866; Aiqdthy v. Myers (1867), 

L. E. 2 0. P. 651. 

(i) Applehyy, Myers ^ supra. 

(k) Taylor v. Caldwell ^ supra, 

(l) Anglo-’Egypiian Co, v. lltunie (1875), L. E. 10 0. P. 271, af&iined at 

p. 571, without expressing any opinion on the present point. Compare Elliott 
V. Crtdchiey^ 7 ; Civil Service Co-operative Society v. General Steam 

Navigation Cc.^ [1903] 2 K. B. 756, 0. A. 

(m) Qilktt V. Mawman (1808), 1 Taunt. 137, where, however, the general 
law was held to be controlled by the usage of the particular trade, that there 
was to be no pay/nent until the whole was completed and delivered. 

{a} See CibreUtar Sanitary Commissioners ?. Orjila (1890), 15 App. Cas, 400. 
See p. 193, ante. 
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contract (b). And thus, if part of the work falls down in consequence 
of any such defect, the builder or contractor will have to reinstate 
it or lose his right to recover payment, and be liable in damages for 
not completing his contract (c). 

384. Where the impossibility is only temporary in its nature, 
it has been suggested that it might possibly excuse the non- 
performance to time ( d ). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Illegality , 

385. A contract to perform an act illegal at the time the contract 
is entered into, or which subsequently becomes illegal, is either 
void ah initio or becomes void (e). Contracts also which are contrary 
to sound morals or to public policy will not be enforced by the 
Courts (/). 

In case the builder has been paid instalments during the 
construction of a building under a contract which is void as being 
illegal, the building owner cannot as a general rule recover back 
such voluntary payments (//). 

386. In the case of building contracts illegality chiefly arises 
through disregard of the statutes, wdiether public and general or 
local and personal, and the sub-statutory legislation by way of 
bye-laws and regulations, afTeeting the mode of construction in 
the particular locality, the deposit of plans, and giving of notices 
etc. (/i). 


Sect. 1. 
Arising 
before Per- 
fomriRice. 


Temporary 

impossibility 

etc. 


Effect of 
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{h) Bottoms V. York Corporation (1892), Hudson on ]3iiil(]ing Contracts, Jird od., 
Vol. II., p. 220. 

(r) Jackson Kadhuto'ne Loml Board (1886), Hudson on Uuilding (Vmtracts, 
.3rd ed., Yol. II., p. 67 ; Boiloms v. York Corporation^ snpra ; Mvlkniuld v. Working- 
ton Corporation (1893), Hudson on building Contracts, 3id od., Vol. 11., p. 210. 

{(J) J.awrence v. Twentiman (1611), 1 Boll. Abr., tit. Condition, G. iO. 

^) See title Contract. “ Every contract mado for or about any matter or 
thing wliich is prohibited and made unlawful by any statute is a void contract, 
though tho statute itself does not meiitjoii that it shall be so, but only inflicts a 
penalty on the offender, beeuuso a penalty implies a prohibition, though there 
are no prohibitory words in tho statute” {Bartlett v. (1692), Carth. 2f51, 

per Holt, C.J., at p. 2tj2. 

(/) Soo title Contract, and Bearce v. Brooks (1S66), L B. 1 Exch. 213. 

(g) See KearJey v. Thomson (1890), 24 Q,. B. D. 742, C. A., per Fry, L.J., at 
pp. 745-6. 

(7i) The most important public and general Acts which impose restrictions etc. 
on buildings are:-- h'actory and Workshop Act, 1901 (I Edw. 7, c. 22), for which 
see title Factories and WoRKSuors ; Metalliferous Miin's Begulatiou Act, 
1872 (35 & 36 Viet. c. 77); Coal Mines Begulatiou Act, JSvST (50 & 51 Vict. 
c. 58), for whicli see litlo Mines, MrNERALS and (iuAiiiaES ; Fublic Health 
Act, 1875 (38 & .‘>9 Vict. c. 55) ; Ihiblic Healtli Act, 1875 (Suj>port of Sewers) 
Ameudment Act, 1883 (‘Hi & 47 Vict. c, 37) ; Fublic Health (Water) Act, 1878 
(41 & 42 Vict. c. 25) ; Fublic Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890 (53 & 64 Vict. 
c. 59) ; Public Health (Buildings and Streets) Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Vict. c. 52); 
Disused Burial Grounds Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 72); Towns Improvement 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 34); and see titles Local Government; 
Public Health etc. The Acts regulating buildings in London are : — Metro- 
polis Management Act, 1855 (18 N: 19 Vict. c. 120); Metropolis Management 
Amendment Act, 1862 (25 & 20 Vict. c. 102); London Building Act,- B394 
(57 & 58 Vict. c. ccxiii.) ; London Building Acts Amendment Act, 1905 (5 Edw, 7, 
c ceix.) ; and see title Metropolis. 
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Thus, a contract to build on a disused burial ground (i), or to 
erect a wooden structure contravening the provisions of the Metro- 
polis Management Act, 1855(,/), is void (k), so also is a contract 
by a surveyor of highways to perform work or supply materials (i) 
contrary to s. 4() of the Highway Act, 1835 {7n). 

Words in a statute requiring that a thing shall be constructed 
of particular substances imply a prohibition against constructing 
with other substances (a). 

387. Where the consent of some authority has to bo obtained in 
order to render the building lawful, it would seem to depend on the 
particular terms of the contract whether there is an implied covenant 
by the building owner to obtain the consent, or whether the contract 
is a conditional one depending on that consent being obtained (o). 
In most cases it would seem that the contract is conditional on 
the olitaining of the consent, and consequently that, if it is not 
obtained, the conti*act is avoided and both parties are discharged 
from performing it. If, however, the building owner expressly 
or impliedly agrees to obtain the consent, the failure to do so 
would he a breacli of contract on liis part entitling the builder 
to damages. 

388. In some cases the distinction between i)hysical impossibility, 
wliich does not excuse the builder fj'oni his contract, and illegality, 
whi(*h does, is very narrow (p). If the builder’s obligation is to 
perform some deiinite wwk,he must do that work in such a \vay as 
to comply willi tlje law% although he may be put to greater expense 
in doing the work in that way. If, on the other hand, tlie illegality 
goes to the root of tlie contract, and tlie law forbids the construction 
of the work at all, the contract is abrogated and both parties are 
discliarged from j>erformance. 

Suj3“Si:cT. 3. — Prn'crdion by the Employer, 

389. As in the case of other classes of contracts, a building 
contract can, as a general rule, only be rescinded by mutual 
consent (f/), but if either party repudiates or abandons the contract, 


{i) Gihlons V. Chambers (188.j), 1 T. L. E. 6.30; Re St. Saviour's Rectory 
{IVustees) and Oyler (1886), 31 (3i. T). 412; Re Eonsford and Newport District 
School Board, [1894] 1 Ch. 464 ; aufl see lie Eedesiastical Commissi 07ier8 and 
New City oj London lircwei'y Co„ [1896] 1 Ch. 702. See also title BimiAL AND 
CllEMATION, p. 532, post. 

(./) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 120. See title ^Metropolis. 

(k) Slerens v. Gourley (1869), 7 C. B. (n. s.) 99. 

(0 Barton v. Piggott (1874), Tj. R. 10 Q. B. 86. 

\m) j & 6 Will. 4, c. 60. Soo title ilioiiwAYS, Streets Axn Bridges. 

(7i) Sf evens V. Gourley i sujira. 

(o) Swilh V. Harwich Corporation (1867), 2 C. B. (n. s.) 661 ; Re Northum* 
herland Avenue flatel Co., Fox, and Braithwaite's Claim (1887), 56 L. T. 833 ; 
Bywaters <k Sons v. Ciimich ife Co. (1906), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd 
6u., Yol. Ij, p.* 793. See also Ra,8hteigh v. South Eastern Rail, Co. (1861), 10 
C. B. 612; as to this last case see the observation of Willes, J., in McIntyre 
▼. Belcher (1863), 32 L. J. (c. r.) 264. at p. 265. 

( 7 <) See this point diBcu-sFcd in Brown v. Royal Insurance Society (1859), 28 
Ii. J. (q b.) 276. 

{q} Stje title CorriRACi’. 
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the other party can at once elect to treat such repudiation or 
abandonment as a rescission of the contract and sue for the 
breach (?•). 

The act or acts relied on as repudiation must be absolute (s), 
must go to the root of the contract, and must show that the 
party has an intention to repudiate the whole contract, and not 
merely an intention to refuse to carry out some stipulation of it. 
The longer the parties have been carrying out the contract the less 
likely is it that a refusal or neglect to observe some stipulation 
will be treated by the court as an intention to repudiate the whole (t). 
If the employer gives notice to the contractor not to do any more 
work, this will amount to repudiation of the whole contract (a). 
But the notice must be final and not merely amount to a 
postponement of the work(/>). 

Specific performance of a building or engineeriiig contract will 
not be decreed. The ]*einedy of the builder or contractor, if the 
emiiloyer refuses to allow him to proceed or excludes him from the 
site, will be to recover payment for the work he has done and 
damages for the loss which he has sustained by not being allowed 
to complete the work, or to treat the contract as rescinded and sue 
for the reasonable price of the work done. 

390 . If the employer by his own act renders himself incapable 
of cairying out the contract ho has made, e.g,, by selling the land 
on which the works are to be constructed, the contractor at once 
ceases to be bound by the contract, andean bring his action without 
any previous request to tlie employer to perform his part of the 
contract (c). It is a question of fact for the jury to decide, when a 
contract has not been perfoimiod, which party was in fault in 
occasioning the contract not, to be carried into effect (d). 

391 . Prevention before the commencement of tlie work may be 
of various degrees. The contractor may be absolutely prevented 
from commencing the work, or the prevention may only delay him 
and prevent him completing by the time fixed by the contract. On 
the nature and degree of the prev(3ntion depends whether the con^ 
tractor is entitled to treat the contract as having been repudiated 
by the employer (c), or is bound to continue the work and leave 
open the question how far the default of the employer may have 
released the contractor from any of Viis oldigaiions {/), or may 


(r) Lines v. Rees (1SS7), 1 Jur. 503. 15ut lio is wot bound so to treat it; ^eo 
Michael v. Hart, [1002] 1 K. B. 482, per OoLLlNS, M.K., at p. 490. 

(s) Lines v. Rees, svpra, 

(Q See title Contuact, and Cornwall v. Hensim, [1900] 2 Ch. 29S, 303. 

(a) Cort'V, Amheryate, Notttnyham. aud RosUm and Eastern Jnnviion Rail, Co. 
(1851), 17 a B. 127. 

(5) See liartholoniew v. Marktrirh (1801), lo C. B. (n. 8.) 711 ; Mersey Steel 
and Iron Co. v. Naylor, Renzon ifc Co. (1881), 9 Aj>p. Gas. 434; Sonete Gd'tierah 
de Paris v. Milders i[1883), 49 L. T. 55. • ^ 

(<) See title Contkaot. 

(d) Poniifex v. Wilhinson (1845), 2 0. B. 349. 

(e) Holme v. Gnypy (1838), 3 M. ^ 3S7. 

(/) RohertsVu Bury C\)m7nis8ioiiers (1870), L. R. 5 C. P. 310; Arterial Drainage 
i\t. V- Rafhanyan River Drainage Roaid (1881), 6 L, R. Iv. 513. 
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Sect. 1. 
Arising 
before Per- 
, formftiace. 
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perform 
condition 
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provide site. 


Failure to 
appoint 
architect etc. 


Failure to 

provide 

plaug. 


have given him a right of action (g) for any injury accruing to him 
through the prevention. In some circumstances, such as delaying 
the work so as to turn a summer contract into a more expensive 
winter contract, the prevention may be such as to abrogate the 
terms of the contract as to payment, and entitle the contractor to 
recover on a quantum meruit (//). 

Where the prevention by the employer is a default to do some- 
thing which is a condition precedent to the contractor’s obligation 
to do the work (i), the contractor may treat the jirevention as a 
repudiation of the contract, but in other cases where the preven- 
tion is only partial, the contractor must complete the work and 
seek his remedy in damages (A:). Whether the performance of the 
obligation of either party is a condition precedent to the obliga- 
tion of the other party is a question of the construction of the 
contract. 

392. In the absence of express conditions as to providing the 
site for the works, there is an implied contract that the employer 
shall be in a position to hand over the site to the contractor imme- 
diately upon the making of the contract (/). 

Thus if the employer does not provide the site on which the 
works are to be constructed at the time fixed by the contract, or 
at once if no time is so fixed (m), tlie contractor is entitled to throw 
up the work and bring his action for damages (?0 5 or he may, as 
soon as he obtains possession of the site, commence and continue 
the work, in which ense he Avaives the right of treating the obliga- 
tion to provide the site as a condition precedent, but retains any 
right of action ho may have for damages for breach of contract (o). 

393. Where the contract is that the w^ork is to be done under 
the superintendence of the emj)lo3"er’s architect or engineer, and no 
architect or engineer is named in the contract, there is an implied 
contract by the employer that he xvill ap^ioint a suitable architect 
or engineer, and this is a condition j^recedent to the contractor’s 
obligation to do the work (7?), but this is not so w^here there is 
merely a liberty to superintend (<2). 

Similarly, there is an express or implied obligation, as the case 
may be, on the part of the cmplo^yer to furnish the contractor wdth 
the necessary plans and drawings within a reasonable time (r). 


(y) Lawaoti v. WaUtm'if J^oml Hoard (ISSll), 11 Q. 11. T), 229; Freemav) cf v. 
llfUHler (1900), 6-1 J. liOO. 

(A) V. Whiteharvu Toum and Harhonr Trusters (ISSS), 52 J. P. 392. 

(♦) Holme V, Huppij (1.S3S), M. & W. 3S7. 

(/»') Honne V. (^777), 1 Ilv. ill. 273, n. ; MaehdQ*sh v. Midland Counties 
Jiail, (1S45), hi M. & W. 5'1S.‘ 

(1) Freeman dc Son v. Henshr, supra, 

{m) Ibid. 

{n) Roberts v. Bury Hommisnioners (1870), L Ih 5 0. P. 310, 320. 

(0) Ibid, c • 

(p) Ooomhe v, (Jreei\e (1S43), 11 M. & W. 4S0 ; Jfnnt v. Jlishop (1853), 8 Exch. 
675; Hunt v. Remnant (185<1), 9 Exeb. 635. 
iq) Jones v. Cannock (185:i), 3 H. L. Cas. 700. 

(/’) Kingdom v. (184S), 17 L. J. (c. P.) 1 55; Arterial Drainage Co, v. 
JRathangau Ricer Drainage Ib ard (1881^ 6 L, E. Ir. 513. 
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It would seem, however, that the contractor ought to apply for 
the plane if they are not furnished to him («). 

SXTB-SliCT. 4. — Waiver^ 

394. The original contract for tlie construction of works may be 
waived by the parties either expressly or impliedly entering into a 
new agreement, either in substitution for or in addition to the 
original contract (/). 

Building and engineering contracts present no differences from 
other contracts in respect of liow far agreements in writing and 
under seal can be waived or altered by parol agreements, or by 
such as are in writing but not under seal {a). 

Where such a new agreement exists, it is a question for the court 
to determine to what extent the new agreement w^aives, alters, or 
incorporates the original contract {h). 

There must, how^cver, be evidence of such a new^ agreement having 
been come to, and no mere request of the employer, or consent 
to extend the time, will be evidence of an intention to waive the 
wdiole of the original agreement (c). 

AVaiver, as distinguished from a sulistituted agreement, could 
hardly occur before the commencement of the work under a building 
or engineering contract, exce])t ])ossibly by the builder or contractor 
doing nothing for a long time, and the building owner or employer 
acquiescing therein. 

Sect. 2. — ArisUuj dunng Performance. 

JS us-Skc r. 1 . — TmpoHsihiliti/. 

395. Where after the work has been coninienced it is discovered 
that the work is impossible, the same considerations arise, so far as 
relate to the validity of the contract, as where the impossibility is 
discovered before commencement {d). 

The impossilulity after commencement may, however, arise in 
another manner ; thus if the contractor has undertaken uncon- 
ditionally to perform wdthin the contract time any extra work 
which may be ordered and extras are ordered wdiich are in fact 
impossible of completion within the contract time, the contractor 
will be obliged to do the work within the time or pay damages for 
his default (e). 

Where the subject-matter is destroyed during construction, in 
the case of an entire contract the contractor cannot recover (/), 
except where the destruction is caused by the default of the 
employer or liis servants (p). 

(fi) Stevens v. Taylor (1860), 2 F. & F. 419, 422, u. 

(^) Courtnay v. Waterford and (kutral Ireland Hail, Co, (1878), 4 L. R. It. 11, 

(a) See title Coxthaots. 

ih) Holme v. Guppy (1868), 3 M. & W. 387. 

(c) Macintosh v. Midland Counties Rail, Co, (1845), 14 M. & AV. 548, 

{d) See p. 192, ante. * * 

(e) Jones v. St. John's Colleye, Orford (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. 115. 

(/) See p. 194, ante. 

{g) Richardson v. Dwmfriesshire Road Trustees (1890), 17 E. (Ct of Seea.) 
605. 
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Building Contracts, Engineers, and Auchiteoxs. 

396. Where a time is fixed for completion of the work, and 
there is no condition as to rcliid on account of the occurrence of 
strikes, the contj-actor will be liable for delay so caused, just as in 
a similar case deniurrago would be payaldo by consignees to the 
owner of a ship (h). 

Where no time is fixed for comjdetion, and there is no exception 
for stj ikes, tlie occurrence of a strike would bo a circumstance to 
he taken into consubu-ation, and might convert what otherwise 
would he an unreasonable time into a jcaisonahlo time(/‘). 

If tlie contract provides ior the occurrence of strikes, and a 
strike lasts so long that Urn contract, iji a commercial sense, is i)ut 
an ejul to, or its object is frustrated, as distinguislied from mere 
dela}^ the strike puts an end to the contract (k). 

Tlie cau.s(^ of the stiike is immaterial; it is as much a strike 
when it is caused by the workmen 1 ‘esisting demands of their 
employers, as if it was caused by the employers resisting demands 
of the workmen (I). 

The occurrence of bad weather or storms is also no excuse for 
non-performance of the contract, as the variableness of the climate 
is a circumstance which must have been in the contemplation of 
the parties wlien the contract was made (m). 

Sub-Sect. 2—llleijaUiy. 

897. In the case of a building contract void by reason of the 
Bubject-matter being illegal or against sound morals or public 
policy, if the builder coiitinues with the work after he knows of the 
illegality or unlawful puri)osc, he will not be able to recover any 
payment for the work and materials supplied by him ; but if on 
learning that the building is being constructed for an unlawful 
purpose he at once ceases work, as it is his duty to do, he can 
recover a quauinm meruit for the w’ork etc. done by him before he 
knew of tVie illegal purpose (n), as in the case of other contracts for 
illegal objects. 


Sub-Sect. o. — Prevention hy the Employer, 

398. If during the progress of the works the building owner or 
employer wrongfully rescinds or repudiates the contract, there is 
at once a breach, and the builder or contractor is entitled to sue for 
damages (o). 

399. As in the case of prevention before the commencement of 
the work, prevention during tlie performance of the contract may 
either be absolute — that is, such as to prevent the builder or 


(A) BudfjeV (t Co, V- Jiinninyton d: Co., [1S91] 1 Q. 13. lij. See title SiiirriNG 

AND NAVIGATrON. 

(t) Ilivk lidyinond and Beid, [1893] A. C. 22. 

(A) Ehig V. Parker (1876), 3-1 L. T. 887. 

(0 Ihid, 

(m) Maryon v. Ca 7 'ter (1830), 4 0, & P. 295. 

(7i) See title Oontkaci\ 

(o) As to the measure of damages, see p. 242, post. 
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contractor from completing the work after he has commenced it — 
or partial, so as only to delay him and prevent him from 
completing by the time fixed by the contract; and the same 
principles apply in deciding whether the builder or contractor is 
entitled to treat the contract as abrogated, or whether he must 
go on and complete the work and seek his remedy by way of 
damages (p). 

Where the contract contains provisions which entitle the 
employer to forfeit the contract in case of certain defaults on 
the part of the contractor ((/), and tlio employer exercises this 
power wrongfully, that is, Avithout the contractor having been 
in default, such an act of forfeiture amounts to total piwen- 
tion (r), and entitles the builder to elect to put an end to the 
contract (s). 

If during the progress of the work the employer excludes the 
builder from the site, this will amount to total prevention (t). 

In cases wliero the employer has under taken to supply certain 
materials to the contractor, the question whether the non-supply of 
the materials amounts to total prevention or only to such prevention 
as will give the contractor a right to damages depends upon whether 
the undertaking to supply them is a condition precedent or not. 
Non-supply of rails for the construction of a railway has been 
treated as the breach of a covenant independent of that to complete 
the railway (a). 

400. If the employer, either in collusion with the architect or 
engineer or otherwise, fraudulently prevents the contractor from 
completing the works, e.g., by inducing the architect or engineer 
not to certify for wwks whicli are in conformity with the contract, 
the remedy of the contractor is apparently to bring an action for 
breach of contract by Avrongfully preventing the architect from 
certifying rather than to bring an action of deceit (?>). There may, 
however, be cases in which the conduct of the building owner and 
the architect would amount to a conspiracy (r), but even in such 
a case an action founded on prevention would appear to be prefer- 
able to one founded on the conspiracy (d). 

401. A refusal by the employer to pay instalments w^hicli are 
not due is of course not an abandonment or repudiation of the 
contract on the part of the employer (c). But ii the employer 
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(р) See p. 107, ante. 

h]) See p. 210, po»t. 

(r) See Dames v. i^wansra Corporation (1853), 8 3‘Lxcli. 8()(S, 

(s) Smith V. Howdm Union Rural, Sanitary Authority (1800), Hudson on 
Building Contracts, 3rd cd., Vol. 11., p. 151 ; Felton v. Wharrie (190H), Hudson 
on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Yol. 11., p.jl55. 

{t) See Roberts v. Bury Commissioners (1870), L. K. 5 C. P. 310, yjcr Cleasby 
and PiGOTT, BB., at p. 3*20. 

(o.) Mojcintosh v. Midland Counties Rail. Co. (1815), 14 M. & MV. 548. 

(h) See Smith v. Jfowden Union Rural Sanitary Anihordy^ supra. 

(с) See Stevenson v. Watson (1879), 4 C. P. 11. 148, per 1>enman, J., at 
p. 153. 

id) See Smith v. Ilowden Union Rural Saiiitanj Authority, supra. 

ie) Rees v. Lines (1837), 8 0. & P. 120, 
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Sect. 2. refuses to pay instalments which are due to the contractor, it 

Arising becomes a question of the intention of tlie employer, and according 

during Per- to whether that intention is to repudiate tlie whole contract, or 
fomrd;nce. merely to postpone payment of money which he owes (/), 
the remedy of the contractor will bo to treat the contract as 
broken, or to bring an action against the employer to recover the 
un 2 ')aid instalment (r/). 
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SuR-^Ecrr. 4. — Prevention hy Architect etc. 

402 . Where sub-contractors or specialists are by the lerms of 
the contract employed by the contractor, the employer is not 
liable to the contractor for any delay caused by them, even although 
these sub-contractors or sj^ecialists are selected by the employer 
or by the architect (//). If, however, the specialists are not sub- 
contractors of the builder but are emplo 5 ’ed by the building owner 
direct, then he will be responsible to the contractor for delay caused 
by them (i). 

So also, where independent contractors are employed to do sejia- 
rate works, the employer will be liable to each of them for the due 
jierformance of preliminary works which lie has undertaken to 
lierform or to have performed. For instance, in the case of a 
contract to put the roof on a contemplated house, delay in putting 
up the walls or neglect to put them up might cause partial or total 
jirevention of the contract to roof in. 

If the architect or engineer, in the exercise of his quasi- 
judicial functions (A:), causes delay or even total iirevention of the 
construction of the works, the contractor has no remedy against 
the employer (1) ; but if the delay or prevention is caused by him 
in his capacity as agent of the employer, the emjdoyer will be 
liable for his defaults (m). If, however, the architect in the exer- 
cise of his <7^/a5i-judicial duties (n) acts fraudulently, the employer 
will, it would seem, be liable if he acts ui)on any fraudulent decision 
or certificate, even if ignorant of the fraud (o). 


SujJ-SEcrr. 6. — J I 'diver. 


Substitution 
of new 
ccntract. 


403 . Where a new contract is substituted after the commence- 
ment of the work, the effect is the same as in cases where that 
occurs before the commencement (p). 


(f) See fJ'ifhers v. Reynolds (18, 'll), 2 H. & Ad. 882; Freeth y. Burr (1874) 
L. B. 9 C. P. 208, per Coleridof, C.J., at p. 214. 

(q) Terry v. Duntze (1795), 2 Jly. Bl. 389. 

[h) Leslie & Co., Lid. v. Metropolitan Asylums District Mananere (1901), 
08 J, P. SO ; Mitchell v. Gnildford Guardians (1903), 08 J. P, 84. 

(i) T^edie A: Co., Ltd. v. Metropolitan Asylums JHsirict Managers, supra. 

(k) See p. 292, post 

(l) As U) any remedy of tbe employer against the contractor in these circum- 
atances, see pp. 244, 245, 248, post. 

(i7i) lie JDei MoTQcm. Rnell & Co. and RiO de tTanetro FUwr Mills and. Granaries 
Lid. (1892), 8 T. h. 11. 292. 

D#) As to the meaning of judicial duties see }>. 292, post, 

(o) Smith Y. Howden Union Rural Sanitary Anthoiity (1890), Iludson on 
Biiildiue Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. IJ., p. 151, arid cases there cited. 

(p) Umd South Eastern Mail. Vo. (1875), 45 L. J. (c. F.) 87. See p. 199, ante. 
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Where the course of dealing between the parties is inconsistent 
with strict enforcement of the terms of the contract, the (3ffect of 
such dealings may be to raise the implication that there is a new 
contract to pay for the work as actually done, or else that the 
special conditions have been waived by the party who would have 
benefited by them (q). 

Where the w^ork is proceeded with after a breach, it is a question 
for the jury to determine whether or not there is a new contract 
to perform the work in consideration of a quantum meruit {r). 
If the breach is non-completion to time, allowing the contractor to 
continue working does not amount to a waiver of the employer’s 
right to damages for delay (s), but where the right to insist on 
completion to time has been waived, neither party is entitled to 
abandon the contract without giving notice and affording the other 
party a reasonable time to complete the building or works (t). 

Cases of alteration of the terms of a written contract most 
frequently arise from the ordering of extras, and from the employer 
delaying the completion of the building or works (u). 

Breaches of contiact more often affect particular stipulations in 
the contract than they afford an excuse for non-completion of the 
W'orks or rescission of the w'hole contract. The stipulations which 
are usually affected are those as to completion to time (/r), liqui- 
dated damages (r(), claims for defects (t), the right of forfeiting the 
contract or property of the builder or contractor (c), and the contract 
price (d). 

Sect. 8. — Acceptance. 

404 . Since the employer or building owner is in possession of 
the land on which the works the subject of the contract are to be 
erected, while the builder has merely a revocable licence to enter 
and build (c), those works, as they come into being, attach them- 
selves to the freehold. No acceptance of the work can be implied 
from the mere fact of the employer or building owner continuing 
in possession of his own land and of the work which has become 
part of the freehold (/). Even the use and occupation of that which 
has been constructed on the land will not imply acceptance of the 
work (^), or a waiver of any defects, nor will it preclude the building 


w^EOT. 2. 

Arising 
during Per- 
formance. 


Wlijit 

aniouiitB to 
new contract. 


Cases of 
waiver. 


No implied 
acceptance 
from posaes- 
Bion or user. 


{q) Munrv v. Butt (1858), 8 E. & 11. 738 ; Whital'er v. Bann (1887), 3 T. L. 11. 
602. 

(r) Burn v. Miller (1813), 4 Taunt. 745; De Bernard]} y. Har ding and Poole 
(1853), 8 Exch. 822. 

(a) Sutherlandy. Montrose Shiphuilding Co. (1860), 22 Dunl. (Ct. of Scss.) 665. 
(i) See Bur7i v. Miller, supra. 

(m) See pp. 228 et seq., post. 

(tn) See p. 189, ante, 
fa) See p. 243,j>os^ 

(5) See p. 237, post. 

(c) See p. 249, post. 

(d) See p. 224, post. ^ 

h) Camden {Marquis) v. Batierbiiry (1860), 7 C. B. (N. 8.) 864. • 

(/) Munro v. Butt, supra, at p. 752. 

(^) Whitaker v. Dunn, supra; Sumpter v. Hedges, [1898] 1 Q. B. 673; 
Forman dt Co. Proprietary y. The Ship [1900] A. 0. 190, at 

p. 204. 
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owner from contending that the work has not been performed in 
accordance with the contract. Where the work has not been com- 
pletely performed, and the owner enters and completes it(/0, the 
question wlietlier ho has accepted the work and entered into a new 
contract to pay for the part wliicli has l)ceii constructed or whether 
he is under no obligation to i^^iy at all (i) depends on the surrounding 
circumstances. 

405. Where the question is merely one of completion to time, 
acceptance or waiver of the condition will he implie<i from slight 
acts, hut tliis acco])tHnce or w^aiver will not oporatti to exclude a 
claim for damages for delay on the part of the employer (k). 

Where the question is omi of the conformity of the work to the 
contract, the question depends on wdiether tli(3 employer has done 
anything coupled wdth the use and occupation of the w^ork which 
has prevented (lie jierformance of the special contract (such as 
preventing tlie architect from giving a certificate where the obtaining 
of a certiflcaUi is a condition precedent to jiayment), or w’hether, 
where the failure in com])leto performance is very slight, he has 
used any language or done any act from wdiich acceptance might 
reasonably be inferred (/). 

406. Except where it can ho shown that the employer has not 
only accepted the work with a knowledge of tlie defects, but has 
actually waived L)je condition as to performance in accordance with 
the contract, tlie acrceptance will not prevent the employer from 
showing that the work w’as incompletely performed, or was not in 
accordance wdtb the contract. 

Knowledge of the defects at tlio time the work was done is not 
sufficient to imply acquiescence in them so as to j)recliide the 
employer from exercising any rights he may have in respect of the 
incomplete performance of the contract (iti). 

Where the work, however, has to be done to the approval 
of the employer, if he has exj^ressly or inii)liedly notified his 
approval, he cannot go back on it and recover for patent defects (i0» 
and it is submitted that in such a case payment by the employer 
might he held to imply approval, so as to prevent him from bring- 
ing an action against the contractor for damages on account of 
defective work. 

Where the work has to be done to the approval of a third 
person, as an architect or engineer, and the expression of that 
personas opinion is conclusive, tlien, in the absence of fraud or 
collusion (o), such appi oval prevonls the employer from having any 

(/i) Li/sfufht V. Pearson (1879), Ti^nes (March U, 1879). 

(t) Buiui^ier v. Hedtjes, [1898] 1 Q. B. 678. 

(Jk) Sutherland v. Mojitrose Shipbuildimj Co. (1860), 22 Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 
665. 

(/) Munro V. Butt (1858), 8 E, & B. 738, Lord Campbell, C.J., at 
p. 763. 

(m) Whitaker v. Dunn (1887), 3 T. L. 11. 602. 

(n) Bateman {Lord) v. Thompson (1875), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3i<l od., Vol. II., p. 23. 

(y) South Eastern Mail, Cv. v* Warion (1861), 6 11. & N. 520, 
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of action on account of defects, whether latent or patent fp). 
If the expression of the third persoirs opinion is not a condition 
precedent {(j) or is not final, ejj,, where it is subject to arbitra- 
tion (r), the expression of that person’s approval does not prevent 
the employer setting up a claim on account of defcds. 


Part V. — Supervision and Approval. 

Sect. 1. — Approval by the Employer, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In (JcucraJ, 

407 . Where a building contract i)rovides tliat the work shall 
be done to the approval of the building owner, and theiTi is no 
express condition making his approval a condition precedent to 
payment, the maxim that *‘iio man shall bo judge in liis own 
cause*' (s) raises a iiresumjjtioji against any implied contract that 
such approval is a condition precedent. In the absence of any 
express condition to the contrary, such approval must not bo 
unreasonably withheld (t). 

Where the approval is made a condition jirecedent to payment, 
if it is limited to some particular attribute of the work, such as its 
strength or workmanship, it must be exercised in respect of 
that particular attribute onl}^ and not of some other, such as its 
efficiency (a). 

Contracts to do building work difier in this respect from contracts 
for the sale of goods, or for the construction of chattels not affixed 
to the freehold, as in the latter case if the goods or the chattels are 
not approved they can be returned to the seller or manufacturer, 
while buildings and works become affixed to the freehold, and the 
building owner or employer has the benefit of tliem in any event, 
without any acceptance or approval being inferred (M. Thus, the 
one-sidedness of approval being made a condition precedent to 
payment is much greater in the case of a building or engineering 
contract than in other cases. 


(p) Goodyear v. Weymouth and Mekombe Beyis Corporation (18(35), 35 Tj. J. 
(o. P.) 12 ; Laidlaw v. Haatinya Pier Co. (1874), Jenkins and Raymond, Arcdii- 
tect*s Legal Handbook, 4 th ed., j). 238; Muldoon v. Prinyle (1882), 0 R. {(.’t. 
of Seas.) 915 ; Bateman (Lord) v. Thompson (1875), Hudsoii on Ruilding Con- 
tracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 23. 

(j) Be Hohemollern Actien GeaeUscha/t fur Locomotivhau and (k'ty of Louden 
Contract Corporation (1886), 2 T. L. R. 470. 

(r) Rohhina v. Goddard^ [1905] 1 K. B. 294. 

\a) Broom’s Legal Maxima, 7tii od., p. 92. 

(t) Parsons v. Seactmi (1847), 4 C. B. 899; Braunatein v. Accidental Death 
Insurance Co, (1861), 1 B. & S. 782. 

(a) Ripley v. Lordan (1860), 2 L. T. 154. * • 

(&) Munro v. Butt (1858), 8 E. & B. 738 ; Reeves v, Barlow (1881), 12 Q, B. D. 
436 ; Sumpter v. Hedges^ [1898] 1 Q. B. 673 ; HaH v. Porthgain Barbour Co,^ Ltd,, 
[1903] 1 Ch. 690; Forman cfe Co, Proprietary v. The Ship “ IMdeaduUP [1900] 
A-. 0. 190 ; compare also Ramsden v. Dyson (1865), L. R. 1 H. 129. 
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BiTiLDJKG Contracts, Engineers and Architects. 

The mere insertion of words making any term in a contract a 
coiulition precedent is not in itself conclusive, for it may be so 
capricious and unreasonable that a court of law will not enforce 
it, or it may be siid no turd incapable of being made a condition 
precedent (c), or, again, there maybe other conditions in the contract 
which are inconsistent with the stipulation being a condition prece- 
dent, or wliicli control its oiuiration (d). 

408. In the absence of an express stipulation in the contract 
permitting even unreasonable disa))proval, the courts will imply a 
condition that the employer shall not unreasonably refuse to 
approve work, but what is unreasonable must in each particular 
case depend upon the circumstances, as, for instance, what might be 
unreasonable in a building owner or employer might be reasonable 
in a contractor, in his dealings with a sub-contractor (^’), where the 
contractor is himself bound by stringent stipulations. 

An exiiress contract to abide by the decision of the building 
owner, reasonable or unreasonable, as a condition precedent to 
payment, would, it seems, be valid (f). The courts, however, are 
not inclined to interpret conditions in a contract, which practically 
make one party a judge in his own cause, as conditions precedent 
unless the terms of the contract are unambiguous (//) ; but where the 
terms of the bargain are clear and unambiguous, and it is quite 
clear that, however unreasonable and oppressive a stipulation or 
condition may be, the one party intended to insist upon, and the 
other to submit to, it, a court of justice cannot do otherwise than 
give full effect to the terms which have been agreed upon between 
the parties (A). 

But, even where the approval of the employer is not required to 
he reasonable, the failure to approve must bo an honesLexpression 
of the actual opinion of the employer. Ho cannot escape the obliga- 
tion of paying for work of which ho has the benefit (/) by capriciously, 
fraudulently, or dishonestly denying that he approves of it when 
in point of tact it meets with his approval. 

Stjb-Sect. 2.—Matttrs of Taste, 

409. Where the approval of the employer is in respect of matters 
of taste or convenience, the iiowcrs of the em])loyer to refuse to 
approve are more extended, for it is diflicult to ascertain the 
employer’s standard of taste or convenience. The only limitation 
is that he must disapprove baud fide, and not capriciously or 
dishonestly or for the purpose of obtaining some benefit for 
himself. 


(c) Jdiudon Guarantee Co, v. Fearnlty (1880), 5 App. Gas. 911, 919. 

{(1) lie Hohenzollern Adieu GesellscJia/t fur Loco7notivhau and City of London 
hutrad Corporation (188G), 2 T. L. R. 470. 

(e) StadJiard YpLte (ISOG), 3 B. & S. 364. 

(/) BangS^ v. Great Western Hail, Co, (1834), 6 H. L. Gas. 72, 117. 

(y) Dallman v. King (1837), 4 Bing. (n. C.) 105, 110. 

(A) Stadhard v. Lee, supra, per CoCKBUliN, C.J., at p. 372. 

(») Andrews V, Beffeld (1857), 2 G. B. (n. S.) 779, 
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Sect. 2. — Approval hy Architect or Engineer. 

410. Where the contract provides that work is to be done to 
the approval or satisfaction of the architect or engineer, such 
approval or satisfaction, if final, is a condition precedent to payment 
for such work (/c). Where the architect is intended by the exercise 
of his skill to act as a ^//a.s'i-arbitrator between the parties and to 
give his approval or disapproval accordingly, his exercise of opinion 
cannot be impugned on the ground of unreasonableness, but only 
on that of fraud or collusion or of intervention or prevention by the 
building owner (/). It would seem also that if the architect with- 
out reason neglects to deal with the question, the employer is not 
entitled to take advantage of that misconduct (/a). And, further, 
this power of approval or disapproval does not extend so far as to 
make the architect or engineer a judge in his own cause as to 
breaches of contract caused by his own deiaults (//). 

The approval of the architect or engineer must be expressed 
in the manner required by the particular contract (a). When 
the approval is not required to be given in writing it is a ques- 
tion of fact for the jury whether the approval has been given or 
not (6). 

411. The architect or engineer may often act in two capacities in 
resi)ect of the same matter as regards approval. He may first be 
acting as tlui agent of the building owner, and in that capacity 
disapprove of work or materials, and then as arbitrator or quasi- 
arbitrator have to decide whetlier tlie w^ork or materials ought to 
bo approved, and wlien acting in this quasi-judicial capacity ho 
must apply his mind to act fairly and impartially between the 
parties (r‘). 

412. The contractor must obey all reasonable directions or 
instructions given to him by tlie architect or engineer, and if ho 
has expressly contracted to carry out the w^orks in accordance with 
such directions and instructions, he must obey them even if they 
are unreasonable, as there is no warranty or imphed contract on 
the part of the employer that the architect or engineer will only 
give such directions as are reasonable (d). 
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(A;) Milner v. Field (I8o0), o Exch. 829; Scott v. Liverpool Corporation 
(1858), De G. & J. 3;H. 

(Z) Page v. Llandaff and Pinas Powis Rural District (humil (1901), Hudson 
on Building Contracts, 3vd ed., Vol. IT., p. 347. As to the distinction between 
the position of an architect as an arbitrator and as a 5 '?tasi-arbitrator, see 
pp. 283, 293, post. 

(m) Kellett v. Neiv Mills Urban PidrlH Council (1900), Hudson on Buildjrig 
Contracts, 3rd od., Vol. 11. , p. 329. 

(n) Roberts v. Bury Commissioners (1870), L. R. 5 C. P. 310. 

(a) Morgan v. Birnie (1833), 9 Bing. 672. See, as to architect’s certificates, 
p. 208, post • 

(?)) See Kane v. Stone Co. (1881), 39 Ohio State Reports, 1 ; U. S. Digest 
(1884), 140. 

(c) Page v. Llandaff and Dinas Powis Rural District Council, snj'ra. 

(a) Jones v. St John's College, Oxford (1870), L. R. 6 Q. E. 115. 
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The obligations of the contractor, with regard to the removal and 
replacement of materials or work of which the architect does not 
approve, vary according to the terms of the particular contract. 
Sometimes the decision of the architect is made final, or it may be 
made subject to appeal to himself in his character of quasi- 
arbitrator, or even as arbitrator, or subject to appeal to an 
independent arbitrator {r). 

The instructions of the architect as to additional work or extras 
may be binding on the contractor or not according to whether they 
are works contemplated by the contract, and also wdiether they are 
ordered in the prescribed manner (/). 

Sect. 3. — Approval hy Employer and Architect. 

413 . In some contracts it is made a condition that the work shall 
be approved by the employer, and also by the architect or engineer. 
The only difference in such a condition from a condition requiring 
the approval of the architect or engineer alone would seem to be 
that if the architect approved, the employer wDuld still have a 
power of disapproving, but only reasonably. If the architect and 
the employer have once exercised the power of approval and such 
approval has been acted on, and defects are subsequently discovered, 
the employer cannot in ordinary circumstances retract his expres- 
sion of approval and bring an action against the contractor for bad 
work or materials (p). 


Part VI. — Certificates. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

Rub-Skct. 1. — Different Classes of Certificates. 

414 . As building owners and employers have not usually the 
technical knowledge necessary to ascertain wdiether the builder or 
contractor is observing the stipulations of the contract as to the 
work and materials to be employed, an arcliitect or engineer, or 
some otlior fit person (W, is employed to supervise the work, and it 
is necessary for this arcliitect or engineer to, express in some formal 
way his approval of the work done and materials actually employed. 
This approval is expressed in certificates ; and such certificates may 
or may not be conditions precedent to payment becoming due to 
the builder or contractor (/). 


f«) See p. 215, post. 

If) Riduirds v. May (1883), 10 Q. B. D. 400; aiifl see pp. 229 et seq.^ 

poifL , 

(g) Baierf^tn {Lord) v. Thompson (1875)i Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd 
ed., Vol, ir., p. 23, at pp. 30, .31, 

(/f) See Jones v. ;SY. John's College^ Oxford (1870), L. R. 6 Q. li. 115, in which 
ense a clerk of the works was intrusted with this duty, 

(t) See p. 210, posU 
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There are two piincipal classes of certificates : progress certifi- 
cates (A:), by which the architect or engineer certifies that the builder 
or contractor is entitled under the terms of the contract to an 
interim payment of so much on account of the contract price, and 
final certificates (Z), which are of three kinds : (1) for payment 
of so much to the builder or contractor on the final balance 
between the parties; (2) of approval of the work and materials, 
stating that the work has been completed, and all the obligations 
of the contractor fulfilled to the satisfaction of the architect 
or engineer ; and (3) both for payment and of approval and 
completion. 

In contracts which provide that the contractor shall maintain 
the works for a fixed period after completion, and that retention 
money (??/) shall be kept in hand for that period, a certificate is 
often required by the terms of the contract before payment of the 
retention money. 

415. The certifying architect or engineer may make use of the 
assistance of others in obtaining the information necessary to 
enable him to certify, but the certificate must be his own, and not 
that of any other person even where part of his duties may be 
deputed (n). 

416. Although as between the parties the certificate, to be 
binding, must be the result of the exercise of the skill and judgment 
of the certifier, this does not make the certificate an award nor the 
certifier an arbitrator ; he has been described as a preventer of 
disputes (o), but in fact he appears to be a (^?/«5?-arbitrator, whose 
duty is to act impartially (so far as his natural bias in favour 
of his employer will permit), and to apply his practical know- 
ledge to the facts patent to him and decide accordingly (p). Pie 
should hear what each party desires to say, and if he gives 
opportunities to one he should give the same opportunities to the 
other (7). A stipulation that the certifier shall “adjudge” the 
sum to be paid does not operate so as to make the certificate an 
award (?*)- 

A certificate not being an award, an agreement to be bound by a 
certificate is not a submission to arbitration, and therefore need not 
be in writing, and the employer may insist on the necessity of a 
certificate although he has not formally executed the contract («). 


{k) Forfoiiiisof progress certificates, see Encyclopjxidia of Forms, Vol. II., 
pp. 6 j0, 651. 

(l) For forms of final certificates, see ih'd., pp. 652, 653. 

(m) That is, the difference between the amount of the interim payments and 
the whole price. See p. 226, post. 

(?*) A.-O. V. Briggs (1855), 1 Jur. (n. s.) 1084; illemenre v. CVar/ce (1879), 
Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 41. 

(0) Laidlaw v. Hastings Fitr Co. (1874), Jenkins and Eaymond, Architect’s 
Legal Handbook, 4th ed,, p. 238. • 

(p) Sharpe v, San Paulo Rail. Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 597, 609. * 

(7) PageY. Llandaff and Dinas Powis Rural District Council (1901), Hndrfon on 
Budding Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II. , p. 347, 350. 

(r) Northampton Gas Light Co. v. Parnell (1855), 15 C. B. 630. 

(«) Jhid 
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417. The certificate which hy the contract is made final in all 
matters between the emploj^er and the contractor is only binding 
as between those parties, and not as between the employer and the 
archifcecfc {t). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — (hrtijicaies as Conditions precedent to Payment, 

418. All classes of certificates may be made conditions precedent 
to payment. If in a particular case a certificate is effectually made a 
condition precedent, there is nothing payable until the certificate has 
been given, even though the contract work iLay be actually 
completed (u). Certificates maj^ be made conditions precedent to 
payment by express words or by implication (?/;). Sucli a condition, 
however, will not necessarily be imported by implication into a 
new contract substituted for one (containing such a stipulation) 
which has been abandoned (.r). Whether it is to be so imported is 
a question for the jury. 

The implication that a certificate is a condition precedent to the 
right to payment can only arise in cases where the architect or 
engineer has to exercise his judgment and skill in making the 
certificate, or has to discharge other duties of a judicial 
character, such as valuing work or materials or approving of 
them {a). 

It is for the builder or contractor to obtain a certificate on 
which his right to payment depends (/>). 

419. Where a certificate is made a condition precedent, the extent 
of the condition depends upon the terms of the particubir contract. 
Thus, payment may be conditional merely on the grant of a 
certilicate, or on tlie grant of a certificate and its presentation (c), 
or, again, on the grant of a certificate and the lapse of some fixed 
time. 

420. Where building and engineering contracts provide that the 
architect or eiigineer shall value work and materials supplied by the 
contractor, the valuations so made are very similar to certificates 


(^) Payers v Jamn (1891), Iliulsou on Building Contracts, Srd ed., Vol. 11. , 
p. 185. 

(a) Lewis v. Hoare (1881), 41 L. T, GO. 

(w) Qlenn v. Leith (1853), I C. L. R. 589 ; Wedwood v. Secretary of State fvr 
India in Council (1863), 7 L, T. 73G; Dwnthery & Wiiepsh Rail, Co. v. Hopkins, 
Cjlkes dt Co., Ltd. (1877), 36 Tj. T. 733 ; Wallace v. Brandon and Byshottles Urban 
r^irict Council (1903), Hudson on Building Contracts, Srd ed., Vol. II., p. 392; 
(rcary. Walker Co. v. Lawrence <& Son (1906), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3r(l ed., Vol. II., p. 406. Sec also Cra/lon v. Banter n Counties Rail. Co. (1853), 
8 Kxcli. 699. 

(a?) See Hunt v. South Badern Rail. Co. (1875), 45 Tj. J. (c. P.) 87. 

(a) Glenn v. Leith, snimi ; Westwood v. Secretary of Stale for India in Council, 
supra, where a mere statement that the value of all additions, deductions, 
alteiatioiife, afid deviations should be ascertained and added to, or deducted 
from, the aTnount of the contract price, as the case might require, was held to be 
a condition precedent. 

(5) Qhnn v. Ledh, supra, per Jekvis. C.J., at p, 574. 

(r) Morgan v. Bitiae C833j, 9 Bing. G72 ; Scott Liverpool Corporation (1858), 
3 He (h & J. 334. 
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So far as regards their l)cing conditions ])recedent or not, and also 
as to being conclusive between the parties (d). 

421 . Whei-e a final certificate for payment depends upon a valua- 
tion to be made by the certifier, whether it l)e of the contract work, oi- 
extras, if the employe^' prevents the valuation being made, as for 
instance by excluding him from tlio works, tljo coui’t has power, 
apparently in addition to any otlier remedy, to make a mandatory 
order directing the employer to allow the certifier to enter on the 
site to value (c). 

422 . Even where the duties to be performed by tho person 
d(isignated to give a certificate are purel^^ ministerial, so that the 
certificate is not the nisult of the exercise*, of his skill and pidginent, 
the certificate may stillhi* a condition ])recedent to payment, as, for 
instance, where the certificate is merely evidence of the receipt and 
deliveiy of goods (/). 

Where it a])pears from the terms of tlie contract that the 
certificate is not intended to be conclusive as to the rights of 
the parties, the certificate will not l)e a condition precedent. 
This is the case, for instance, where it is expr(*.ssly provided that 
the final certificate shall he conclusive, but without prejudice to th (3 
builder’s liability for fraud, default, or wilful deviation {(/), or where 
either the employe]- or the (contractor has power to (piesLion tlio 
ccu’tificate, and to have its propriety iiupiired into hy some judicial 
process, sucli as ar])itration, whether before the architect or engineer 
01- some inclei)end(mt tributial (/O- 

If tlie conditions in the contract as to satisfying the architect 
arid as to payment are in(le])end(!nt covenants, tlie obtaining of 
the certificate is not a cojiditioii precedent to i)ayment(2), although 
by the terms of tlie contract the jun-foriiuince of tlie work in accord- 
anc(} with the specification and plans may have been made such a 
condition. 

423 . Where a certificate is made a condition precedent to jiay- 
merit it operates as such only where the certificate is limited to the 
matters to w'hicli it is intended by the terms of the contract to 
apply, for the architect or engineer cannot extend his powers so as 
to certify as to matters not intrusted to his jurisdic.tion (/»). 


(ri) See CoVier v. Mason (18o8), 25 T5oav. 200; and p. 215, posi. 

(c) Smith V. Peters (1875), L 11. 20 Eq. 511. 

( /) Morgan v. Larivicre (1875), L. R. 7 II. L. 423, 430, 

{!/] London School Board v. Wall (1890), Hudson on Tluilding Contraots, 
3r(i cd., Vol. II., p. 105; London School Board Johnson (1891), Hudson on 
Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol, II., p. 189, 

[h) Hanger v. Great Western Rail. Go. (1854), 5 II. L. Cas. 72; Re Ilohenzollern 
Actien Oesellsehaft fiir Locomotivhan and City of London Contract Corporation 
(1886), 2 T. L. R. 470 ; liohins v. Goddard, [1905] 1 K. B. 294. 

[P London Gaslight Co. v. Chelsea Vestry (1800), 2 L. T. 217. 

[k) Russell V. Sa da Bandeira (Viscouui) (1862), 13 C. B. (x. s.)*149* Jones v. 
St. John^s College, Oxford (1870), L. R. 0 Q. 13. 115; liohetdsY, Bury Com- 
missioners (1870), L. R. 5 C. P. 310 ; L(tir.sonv. Wallasey Local Board (1883), 48 
L. T. 507. See also Great Northern Rail. Co. v. Harrison {\So2), 10 Exch. 370, 
wliore an ©ngineoring contract provided for the delivery and acceptance of a 
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424 . As re^^irds persons who are not parties to the contract, 
they are not l)oiiii(] l)y a stipulation making a certificate a condition 
precedent to ])aynient, as events which between the parties to the 
contract are only to bo deemtjd to have occurred upon the pet- 
formance of a condition precedent are, as regards strangers to the 
contract, to he deemed to have occurred if in fact they hav^^ 
occurred. Thus, whore between the parties payment is dependent 
on a certiiicate of completion, as regards third persons “ completion 
is a question of fact for the jury, and the certificate is not a con- 
dition precedent {I! This only applies, liowovor, to p(3rsons who are 
really strangers iv> the contract, and not to assignees of either 
party, whose rights and obligations are identical with those of tlieir 
assignors. 

Sect. 2. — Progrenn Certificates. 

425 . In most building and enginoering contracts provision 
is made for the making of interim paynionis to the builder or con- 
tractor during the progress of the works on the production of a 
certificate On) to the effect that so much is due to the contractor 
on account. In the case of contracts not otherwise entire such 
a provision is not necessary for the protection of the builder, 
as payment would accrue due from time to time even in its 
absence; on the other hand, the insertion of such a provision 
would be desirable in the interest and for the protection of the 
building owmer. These progress certificates are merely of the 
nature of approximate estimates by the certifier of the value of the 
work done, and are not conclusive in favour of either party 
either as an expression of satisfaction with the quality of the 
w'ork, or as a determination of its quantity or price. Progress 
certificates are subject to readjustment at the final settlement 
between the parties (a)- 

According to the circumstances of the case, the giving of progress 


certain number of sleepers, to bo delivered as, and when, and in such quantities, 
and iu such manner as the engineer should direct, aud it was held that the 
engineer had only authority to fix the times of delivery, and had no power to 
determine whether the whole should or should not bo supplied. 

{ 1 ) Lewis V. Uoare (1881), 44 L, T. 66. 

(m) For forms of such certificates, boo Eiicyclopiedia of Forms, Vol. II., 
pp. 650, 651. 

(») “ When the payments were from time to time made on the certificates of 
the architects, the obvious meaning of both parties was, that the sums advanced 
should be accounted for by the plaintiff (the builder) on the final settlement 
between him and the defendants (the emjjloyers). They were to be treated as 
sums paid on account of whatever the plaintiff' might eventually be entitled to 
recover from the defendants ** {Lamprtll v. Billericay Union (1849), 3 Exch. 283, 
jper ^LFS, B., at p. 305). “ When the company want to know whether or not 

they are in a condition to make an advance, they ask the engineer, < what value 
have you got in the shape of materials and work, and can we make the 
advance ?' ... It is not an exact sum made up by calculation of items, and by 
applyin^the^prioes to the quantities of artides supplied under those items — it is 
really simply nothing hut this— it is an account sent in to shew that the 
company are quite safe in making such payment as they may think proper by 
way of advance, because there is now upon their ground property of such a value 
{Tharais Sulphur and Copper Co. v. M^Mroy A Sons (1878), 3 App. Cas. 1040, 
per Lord lUTllKiaKY, L.C., at pj). 1048, 1049). 
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certificates may or may not waive a right to liquidated damages for 
delay (o). 

426. Such certificates are conditions precedent to the right to pay* 
ment, when the contract provides that no interim payments shall 
be made to tlie contractor except on the production of a progress 
certificate, and does not provide for any appeal by the contractor 
against the withholding or insufficiency of such certificates. 

In the absence of some sucli provision as that “ no payment 
shall be held as legally clue until the contract is completed, but 
advances shall nevertheless be made to the amount thereof, under 
the engineer’s certificate ” ((r), a progress certificate creates a debt 
due (h), 

427. As regards the quality of the work or materials, a progress 
certificate is not sufficient to constitute an acceptance of such work 
or materials. It is only a kind of qualified approval (c), which does 
not prevent tlio employer from subsequently disputing the quality, 
nor the architcjct from subsequently rcifusing to certify his satis- 
faction, and a subsequent refusal to certify canuf)t, on that ground 
alone, be impugned as being a fraud on the contractor (d), 

428. According to the terms of the contract, materials supplied, 
whether affixed to the freehold or not, maybe taken into considera- 
tion by the architect or engineer in arriving at the amount for 
which he will give a progress certificate (c), or work and labour 
alone may have to be corisidorod (f ) ; the parties, however, may, 
independently of the contract, agree that the value of materials 
brought on to the site should form part of the sum to bo 
certified (</), 

When the interim pa5anents are to be calculated at so much per 
cent, of the value of the work done, it is suggested that the “ value 
of the work done ” means not the cost to the contractor, but the 
value of the work done measured by the proportion it boars to the 
whole of the completed work. 

SriCT. 3. — Final Certificates, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Nature and Form of a Final Certijicate, 

429. Final certificates may be either for payment, or of satis- 
faction (h)f or for payment and of satisfaction (i). 


fo) Seo p. 217, 

(tt) Tharaie Sidphur and Copper Co. v. Elroy A Sons (187S), 3 App. Caa. 
1040. 

(6) Pkhering v. Jlfracomhe Hail. Co. (18G8), L. B. 3 0. P, 23o. 
fc) T'ripp V. Armitaye (1839), 4 M. ^ AV. 687. 

[d] Cooper v. Uttoxeter Burial Board (1865), 11 L. T. 665 ; Ukhardson v. Mahon 
(1879), 4L. E. It. 486. 

(e) Piideering v. Ilfracomle Bail. Co.^ su 2 )ra. • 

(/) Tripp V. Armitage, supra. 

( 9 ) Pickering v, Ilfracombe Bail. Co.<, supra, per Bovill, O.J., at p. 2-17. 

(h) For a form of such certificate, seo Encyclopeedia of Forms, Vol. II,, 
p. 652. 

(?) For a form of such certificate, see ibid., p. 653, 
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BuiLDixNG Contracts, Engineers, and AiicfiiTEcTS. 

Where a certificate of satisfaction and for payment of the sura 
due is re<|uiroti, a eertilicate fur payTiieiit will apparently imply 
satisfaction (A). 

Where the contract provid(‘.s that the obligations of the contractor 
shall not cease on the completion of the works, but that a speci- 
fied sura shall be retained by the employer fur a fixed period to 
cover defi^ets, repairs, or maintenance, it is usually provided that 
there sliall be a certificate of satisfactory completion, usually 
entitling the contractor to some payment, and then after the 
expiration of the fixed period that there shall be another certificate 
for payment of the final balance, after deducting any expense 
incurred by the employer during the period of maintenance. In 
a case in which there were two clauses in a contract, one of which 
provided that the biuldei* should not be paid the balance until tw^o 
months after the architect had expresso(l his satisfaction, and the 
other that the builder should not bo paid until after the architect 
had given his final certificate, and the architect expressed his satis- 
faction a considerable time before giving his final certificate, such 
expression of satisfaction was held not to have been that contemplated 
by the contract, but that to be efieetive the expressioji of satisfaction 
must be made in a final certificate (/). 

The effect of making a certificate of satisfactory completion a 
condition precedent to payment is nearly always to defer the time 
for payment and to extend the ])eriod of maintenance, because the 
architect cannot cei'tify until actual completion, and this in practice 
is often delayed. 

430. ^riie form of the final certificate depends on the terms of 
the contract ; for instance, if the architect is merely required to 
certify, and no written certificate is expressly required, an oral 
statement of his satisfaction is suflickiiit (//O- Ai)parently, on the 
analogy of an award, the mere use of the word “certificate,^’ and a 
direction that the certificate sliall be “ delivered,” does not imply 
that the certificate must be in writing (?/)■ 

A mere che,cking of the amount of work done (o), or of the builder’s 
account (p), does not amount to a certificate. 

If there is a stipulation that the certificate shall be in writing, or 
in some particular form, such a stipulation would not be performed 
by a certificate given in any other manner, in the same way as 
provisions as to the method of ordering extras must be exactly 
obeyed {q ) . 

431. Where the contract does not provide for the final settle- 
ment of the amount of the balance to ))e paid to the builder or 

(Ic) Harman v. (1874), 2 Johnst. N. Z. II. 407. 

(/) Coleman v. Oitthfs (1884), 1 T. L. li. 8. 

(wi) Cok^r V, Yointy (1860), 2 F. & F. 98, JIirL, J., at p. 101 ; RoherU v. 
Waikim (1863), 14 0. B. ( n . s.) 592 ; v. Buryk MarJeet Co, (1891), Hudson 

on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. 11 , p. 183. 

(ii) Oihcs V. Broviil (1705), 1 Salk. 75. 

(o) Moryan v. (1833), 9 Bing. 672. 

(p) Goodman v. Layburn (1881), Eoscoe, Digest of Building Cases, 4th od., 
Appendix, p. 162. 

[ij) See p. 236, post* 
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contractor on completion, that amount is left at large, and in case Sect. s. 
of dispute must bo settled by the jury, or by arbitration where the Final 
contract contains an arbitration clause. In such a case the Certificates, 
architect or engineer has no power to certify the amount of the 
final balance due to the builder or contractor (r). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — CondmiveiieBs of a Final Certificat$. 

432 . The iinal certificate of an architect or engineer wull be 
conclusive and binding on both parties if the following conditions 
are complied with : — 

(1) The subject-matter of the certificate, so far as the same is to 
be binding, must be wuthin the powers of the eerfcifier (s), and the 
terms of the contract must effectively make his determination 
binding on both parties (a). 

(2) The contract must not contain provisions enabling an 
arbitrator to open up, review, or revise the certificate (6). 

(3) It must be the honest expression of the certifier’s opinion (c). 

(4) There must have been no improper interference with the 
certifier on the part of the employer as to the giving of the 
certificate (d), 

(5) It must be given during the existence of the power of the 
architect or engineer to give a certificate (c). 

(6) If the contract makes the power to certify conditional on 
some previously existing state of facts, the existence of such a 
state of facta must be ascertained before the certificate can be 
acted on(/). 

(7) The certificate must be given by the person designated by the 
contract, and if a particular time is fixed by the contract, at that 
time ((/). 

(8) The certificate must purport to bo final (/i). 

(9) Where the contract provides for arbitration in case disputes 


(r) Pa&lifnj v. Birminyham Corjtoration (ISyC), 18 0. I». 2. 

(fi) fAiwson V. JValUisn/ Local Board (1883), 11 Q. 11. D, 229; Brunsdon y. 
Staines Local Board (1884), 1 Cab. & El. 272. 

(a) Roherts v. B}mj Comniissioners (1870), L. E. 5 C. V. 310. 

[h) Robins v. (hddard, [lOOo] 1 K. E. 294; Re Hohenzollern Actien Qesellschaft 
fur LocomotivUia and Citij of London Contract Corporation (1880), 2 T. L. R. 


470. 

(c) South Kafttern Rail. Co. v. ]ya?tffn (1801), Oil. & N. 520; Ooodi/ear y. 
Wemnouth and Melcomhe Reijis Corporaiiofi (1865), 35 L. J. (c. F.) 12, per FjRL^y 
O.J., at p. 17 ; Clenience v. tVarA'c (1880), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. II., p. 41, per Ltndley, J., at p. 52. 

((/) Pagey. iJandaff and Dinas Powis Rural District (1901), Hudson 

on Building Contracts, 3id ed., Vol. II., p. 347. 

(«) Waring v. Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincohishire Rail. Co. (1819), 7 Hare, 
482 ; Smith y. Gordon (1880), 30 Upper Canada C, P. 553. 

(/) Soo Northampton Gas Light Co. v. Parnell (1855), 15 0. B. 630, 648, where 
the engineer, having power to certify what sum was to be paid aa liquidated 
damages for delay, certified a certain sum under this power, and it was held 
that the employers were still bound to aver and to prove before a jury that 
there had been a default by the contractor. 

(g) See p. 
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should arise between the parties, and that a certificate of the archi- 
tect or an award of the referee is to be conclusive, the certificate 
must have been given before any dispute has arisen (i). 

433. A final certificate may bo only partially conclusive; for 
instance, it mfiy be conclusive as to liability but not as to amount (A:), 
or rice versa (1). 

On the other hand, the certificate will be conclusive and binding 
on both parties, although it be made carelessly unskilfully or 
inaccurately, because persons employing, or agreeing to abide by the 
determination of, an architect or engineer who is incompetent must 
be bound by his mistakes (???). 

Where the contract provides that work and materials shall bo of 
some prescribed quality, and also that they shall be to the satisfac- 
tion of tlje arcliitect, then, unless the covenants are independent, 
the description of the quality is mere surplusage and the certificate 
of the arcliitect is conclusive as to the quality (n). 

If a valid final certificate is once given, the architect or engineer 
cannot, unless so provided in the contract, withdraw it for the 
purpose of correcting incorrect statements of fact or of value 
contained in it, though if the certificate is invalid he can make 
another 

Again, if the certificate is based on erroneous reports by an agent 
of the employer, and not on any fraud of the contractor, it is 
conclusive against the employer (2>). 

434. The certificates of architects and engineers are only con- 
clusive as to tlie matters intrusted to them in that behalf, and if the 
certificate is vltra rhrs as to matter it is so far not conclusive (</). If 
the certificate is partially within the certifier’s powers and partially 
without them, it may be conclusive so far as it is intra vires, and 
not as to the remainder. Thus, it may be conclusive as to quantity 
and not as to liability, or rice versa (a). 


(?) T2oy<I Brothers v. MlJward (1895), ITiulson on liiiilding Cvontracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. 11., }). 28S. 

(/.’) Pashhy v. Birmirtyham Corporation (1856), 18 C. H. 2. 

(/) Northampton Gas Lujht Co, v. Parr,tU{\Hoi)\ 15 i). B. 630. 

(m) Goodyear V. Weymouth and Meicomhe Jlegis Corporaium (1865), 35 Tj. J. 

(C, P.) 12 , per WmiiKS, J,, at j». 17; Harvey v. Lawrence (1867), 15 L. T. 571; 
Connor and Ohiey v, Belfast Wattv Co7n7nmuyners 5 1. 11. 6. .L. 55 ; Bimrpe 

▼. San PiniloRail, Co, (1873), 8 Oh. App. 605 ; Laidlaw v. Hastings Pier Co, (1874), 
Jenkins and Baymond, Arohitoots’ Legal Handbook, 4th ed., Appendix, p. 238; 
Bateman (Lord) v. (1875), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 

Vol. TL, p. 23; Ihnmherg and Witepsh RaiL Co. v. Hopkins, Qilkes dt Co., Ltd. 
(1877), 36 L, T. 733; Ctcmeriee v. Clarke (1880), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 41 ; Lapthorne v. St, Atihyn (1885), 1 Cab. <fe El. 486. 

(n) Chapman v. Edinburgh Prison Board (1844), 6 Dual. (Ct. of Sess.) 1288 ; 
Harvey v. Lawrence, supra. 

(o) See Cook v, Ipswich Local Board' (1871), L. B. 6 Q. B. 451; Cumberland 
V. Bowes (1854^, 15 C. B. 348; and Freeman v. Jeffries (1869), L, E. 4 Exch. 
189, 

(p) Ayr Road Trustees v. Adams (1883), 11 B, (Gt. of ,Sorr,) 326. 

( 9 ) Brunedon v. Staines Local Board (1884), 1 Cab. & El. 272; Lawson v, 
Wallasey Local Board (1883). 11 Q. B. D. 229. 

(a) Northampton Qas Light Co, v. Parnell, supra. 
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If fclie power to cei tify only arises on tlie hapiiening of a certain 
event (<'.//., in the event of the builder niakiug default), the ascertain- 
ment of the event must precede the exorcise of the power. Where no 
method of ascertaining the happening of tlie event is prescribed in 
the contract, the question in case of dispute must bo left to the 
jury or to arbitration (/j). If the architect has power to ascertain 
whether tlie event has liap]Jone(l, he must liavo atjtually determined 
that question bt3foro his ])ower to c(irtify arises. 

435. Tlie architect or ongiiieer must give his certificate by the 
exercise of his own judgimuit, and without being improperly 
interfered witli liy tlie employer, for if the latter improijerly 
interferes (even in the absence of fraud), the final certificate will not 
be conclusive and binding on the contractor (c). 

436. The arcliitect cannot give a valid certificate if he acts 
fraudulently or in collusion with the employer (^/). 

An allegation of fraud on the part of the architect can only be 
sustained when ho has acted dishonestly. A mere allegation that 
he has certified for less money than he ought to have done, or that 
he has rejected w'ork which he ought to have approved, or that the 
measurements made by him are inaccimate (e), will not amount to 
an allegation of fraud, because the parties have agreed to accept the 
judgment of the architect as the standard of what is fair and 
reasonable. 

The efleci of fraud by the certifier alone without collusion with 
the employer is, it w^ould seem, to render the certificate voidable; 
to treat it as void might in some circumstances leave the contractor 
in even a worse position than he was before (/). 

Where, however, the employer makes use of the fraudulent 
certificate, and re-enters or forfeits the contract, that amounts 
to prevention, and tho contractor has his remedy against the 
employer (g). 

As to what amounts to collusion, any active interference by the 
employer with the architect or engineor to induce him to certify for 
less than he honestly believes to be due to tiio contractor w'ould 
certainly be included. There is no case which decides the effect 


(h) Northampton Gas Light Co. v. ParntU 15 C, B. G30, 

(c) Pagey. Llaudaff and Dinas Powis Rural District Council (1901), Hudson 
on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. 11., p, 317. 

(d) Goodyear v. Weymouth and Mdeombe Regis Corporation (1865), o5 Tj. J. 
(c. P.) 12, per Ekle, C.J., at p. 17; Clemente v. Clarke (1879), Hudson on 
Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 41, per Lindley, J., at p. 52 ; AVIutosh 
V. Great Western Rail. Co. (1855), 3 Sm. & G. 146; Waring v. Manchester ^ 
Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Rail. Co. (1849), 7 Hare, 482; Batterhury v. Vyse 
(1863), 2 H. & C. 42 ; Rim v. Smith (1865), 34 Beav. 508, per Romilly, M.R., at 
p. 510 : ** Courts of equity interfere . . . where there is collusive dealing and 
concert between the employer and the person whom he has appointed architect, 
fo^ the purpose of injuring the contractor or defeating his claim.” 

(ej Re Meadows and Kenworthy (1897), Hudson on Building Tjon tracts, 
3rd ed.. Vol. IL, p. 292. 

(/) See p. 183, ante, and Smith y. Howden Union Rural Sanitary Authority 
(1890), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol.IL, p. 151. 

ijf) Seepp. 196, 200, ante; p. 242, 
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of an employer lying by and retaining a large sum from the con- 
tractor where he knows that the architect has frautUilonily certified 
for less than is due, but it has been said that if the conduct of the 
architect is fraudulent his determination is void (h). If the 
architect refuses to exercise any judgment as to giving a certificate 
the contractor should call on the employer to appoint another (i). 

437. Though a claim by a contractor, in the absence of a 
certificate ^^hich is a condition precedent to payment, would in the 
absence of fraud or collusion be certain to fail, yet the contractor 
cannot be restrained by injunction from bringing such tin action (k). 


Sub-Rect. 3 . — Disqualijimtiou of the Certifier. 

438. Although the architect or engineer in giving a certiticate 
may be acting as a (^//^^/.s'f-arbitrator, he is not an arbitrator, and is 
not subject to the same rulc3S, for be is cht^sen, not because of his 
ability to sift evidence, but on account of his skill and knowledge 
of the matters in question. He is the agent in other respects of 
one of the parties, and has also certain known interests, and is 
therefore to a certain extent biassed. Ilis duty is to apply his 
knowledge and skill honestly and as impartially as he can to the 
giving of the certificate. 

If, however, he has entered into some contract or arrangement 
with his employer unknown to the contractor which may have the 
effect of inducing Ijiin unfairly to cut down the cost of the works if), 
as by jiromising that the costs shall not exceed a certain sura(m), 
this secret agreement will have the effect of disqualifying him. A 
mere estimiite of the cost of the work, liow'evcr, would not have the 
effect of disqualifying the architect as certifier, unless the assur- 
ance was of such a peculiar nature as to support the inference 
that the architect had so committed himself by the expression 
of opinion as to render himself incapable of adjudicating on the 
question (//). Even a strongly expressed opinion of the certifier will 
not disqualify him from subsequently giving a decision on the same 
matter as arbitrator (o). 

If the stipulation that the architect shall have these powers of 
certifying has been obtained by fraud or misrepresentation, the 
stipulation cannot be enforced (p). 


(/i) Gooihiear v. Weymouth and Meho7nhe Bey is Corporation (I860), 35 L. J. 
(0. P.) 12, 17. See al.‘=?o Siniih v. Ilowden Union (1890), Iludaon on Building 
Contracts, 3j’d ed., Vol. II., p. 151 ; Kellett v. Nnv Mills Urban District Council 
(1900), Hudson on Building (Vuitracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., pp. 329, 331. 

(t) Clarke v. Watson (1805), 18 0. B. (n. S.) at p. 285. 

(A*) De Worms [Jiaron) v. Mellier (1873), L. B. 16 ^Jq. 55:1. 

(/) Kemp V. Rose (1858), 1 Gilf. 258. 

(w) Kimberley v. Dick (1871), L. B, 13 Eq. 1. 

(?i) Trowsdah tfc Son v. Jopp a7id North British Bail. Co. (1865), 4 Maeph. 
(Ot. of ScKS.) 31, per I.ord ARDMrbLAN, at p. 36. 

(0) Crosf^y. Leeds Corporation (1902), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. 11. , p. 369. 

(p) Trickett v. Green (1865), 35 L. J. (c. P.) 69; Kimberley v. Dick, supra; 
London Tramways Co. v. Bailey (1877), 3 Q. B. D. 217; Wakefield and Barnsley 
Bankiny Co. v. Normantim Local Board (1881), 44 L. T. 097. 
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439. The fact that the certifier is the known agent of one of 
the parties affords no ground for disqualification (q), nor does the 
fact that he is known to be a shareholder in the company when 
the employer is a company O’). The honest performance of his 
duties in the course of his employment os such agent, in 
superintending the works, affords no ground for disqualification (a). 
Nor will errors in judgment or want of skill disqualify him, for ho is 
not infallible, and the parties having chosen him must abide by 
their choice (b). 

440. It is his duty to hear what both parties have to urge (c), 
and not to give facilities to one party which he does not give to the 
other {d)y and generally to act impartially (^^). 

441. The known interests of architects and engineers, which 
builders and contractors will be presunuid to have had in their 
minds at the time of the contract, are that : — 

(1) The certifier is an agent, and in some cases a salaried 
servant, of the employer, and consequently owes a duty to him 
for reward. 

(2) It is usual for the certifier to have made an estimate for the 
employer of the cost of the work, and in many cases of the time 
necessary for completion, which gives him a certain interest in 
those estimates not being exceeded. 

(3) He usually prepares the contract which fixes his duties, 
and appoints himself to exercise the various functions appertain- 
ing to his different capacities as a.gent, certifier, and perhaps 
arbitrator. 

(4) He is under an obligation to his employer and has an induce- 
ment out of regard to his own reputation not to allow unnecessary 


(r/) JachsoriY, Barry Rail, Co., [189J5] 1 Ch. Kclccrsley v. Mersey JUnks 
and Harbour Board, [1894] 2 Q. B. 6G7 ; Ives and Barker v. Willans, [1891] 2 
Ch. 478; Fickthall v. Merthyr Tydvil Local Board (1886), 2 T. L. E. 805. 

(r) Ranger v. Great UVs/mi Rail. Co. (1854), 5 U. L. Oas. 72. In one case the 
Court went so far as to hold that an engineer was not disqualified as certifier by 
the fact that the company had demised their railway to him at a rent to correspond 
with a fixed rate of intorost upon the expense of the construction of the lino [Hill 
V. South Staffordshire Rail. Co. (1865), 12 L. T. 68) ; bub in this case the court 
does not seom to have drawn the distinction between the known and the 
unknown interests of architects and engineers in building and engineering 
contracts. Seo title Arbithatjon, Vol. I., p. -ISO. 

(a) Cross v. Leeds Corporation (1902), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
VoL II., p. 369. 

(5) Goodyear v. Weymouth and Mdcomhe Regis Corporation (1865), 35 Jj, J. 
(c. P.) 12, per WiLLES, J., at p. 17 : “It is said by tho defendants that the 
architect was not at liberty to sot aside tlie provision of the contract as to a 
written order being necessary. There is a simple answer to tliis ; if he has 
done his duty, ho has not done so, if he has, he has decided orroueously, but 
that is a matter for his own conscience, and the corporation have to blame 
themselves for appointing him.*' 

(d) Armstrong v. South London Tramways Co. (1890), 7 T. I/. R.*123* 

(d) Page v. Llandaff and Pinas Powis Rural District Council (1901), Iludson 
on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 347. 

(c) Chambers Goldthorpe, [1901] 1 K. B, 621 ; Pawley v. Tumhill (1861), 
3 Giff. 70 ; Bufterhin/ v, V^yse (1863), 2 U. & 0, 42; Ludbrooh r. Barrett (1877), 
J. (0, P.)798, 800, 
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Building Contracts, Engineers, and Architects. 

extras, or excessive charges fer extras, and to endeavour to keep 
down the amount and cost of extras. 

(5) He is necessarily in frequent communication, in the exercise 
of his duties as agent of the employer, both with him and the con- 
tractor ; thougli when he enters on his capacity as (^'/‘f^^^-ai'hitrator 
he must be careful not to communicate anything to the one party 
which he does not communicate to the other, in relation to the 
subject-matter of his certificate (/ ). 

Suh-Rect. 4. — Difipenshu/ with a Certijicdte, 

442. Where the production of a certificate has been made a 
condition precedent to payment, this condition cannot be dispensed 
with, except where there is cither fraud or collusion (/;), or the em- 
ployer interferes to prevent a certificate being given (//), or otherwise 
prevents completion (i), or where the certifier is disqualified (4;), or 
where the condition has been waived. 

443. Where the certificate has been fraudulently and collusively 
w’iilihoid, the action of the employer is a brea(3h of contract, and 
the contractor has a right of action for damages for this breach of 
the contract (/). 

If the employer interferes with the certifier, as for instance by 
telling him that he will not accept his cejrtilicate unless certain 
conditions, not stipulated for in the contract, are fulfilled, that 
again amounts to a breach of the contract (m). 

It has been held that if the certifier never addresses himself to 
determine and certify, and wrongfully and unreasonably refuses or 
delays to certify, and the employer takes advantage of this refusal 
to refuse or delay payment, the contractor can recover without a 
certificate even if fraud is not alleged («). 

444. Where the employer prevents performance of the con- 
tract, this at once disables him from insisting on the condition as 
to the certificat(j, and that condition will be treated as dispensed 
with(o). No person can take advantage of the non-fulfilment 
of a condition the performance of wdiich has been liindered by 
himself ( 7 ?). 

Where the performance is prevented by tlie acts or defaults of the 


(/) Paf/ev. hiaidlajj’ iiud Dinas Powis Rai'al District Council Hudson on 
Building Conlmcts, 3id od., Vol. IL, p. 347. 

(g) See p. 217, anU, 

(h) See p. 217, aute. 

(i) See p. 217, nvfc, 

{k) 8 oe p. 21s. ante. 

(/) Wiuing V. jManrhf.slfr, Hhejjidd and Linrolnshirp Bail. Co. (1850), 2 
II. & Tw. 230; MacinUndi v, thait Western Bail, Co. (1850), 10 L. J. (CH.) 374; 
Mfbier v. Field (1850), 20 Ji. J. (EX.) 08. 

(m) Brnmden v. Drresford (1883), 1 ('ab. & El. 125. 

(«) KeB^tt V. Neta Mills Urban /h'sirict Council (1000), tlmlHon on Building 
Oontract-s, 3rd ed., Vol. JI., p. 329. But see liolterill v. U'are ijnardians (1880), 
2 T. L. 11 . 621, C. A. ; Clarke v. Watson (I860) IS C. B. (n. s.) 278. 

( 0 ) Hotham v. East India Co. (1787), 1 Term Pep. 038, 045; Machay v. Dick 
(1831), 0 App. Cas, 251. 

(p) R(hert9 V. Bury Conimmioners (1870), T^. H, 0 0, P. 310, 331. 
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architect or eugineer, the employer will only be liable for them 
when they occur in the exercise of his functions as agent of the 
employer, for the employer is under no liability for his acts or 
defaults in the exercise of his 77/ asi- judicial functions (<7). 

445. If the refusal to certify is caused by a mere unreason- 
able or capricious exercise of tlie discretion vested in the architect 
or engineer, the contractor has neitlier a cause of action against the 
employer {a) nor grounds for equitable relief (i)), but if the architect 
delays the supply of plans necessary for the carrying out of the 
work, the employer is liable for breach of contract (c). 

446. The riglit to insist on a certificate as a condition precedent 
being for the benefit of the employer, the employer can waive it. 
Whether or not such a right has been waived is a question of fact 
for the jurv(r/). Where, however, the contract must be under 
seal, it would seem, on the analogy of a condition making written 
orders for extras a condition precedent to jjayment (c), that the 
right to ijisist on a certificate cannot be waived by a mere parol 
agreement. 

If acceptance of the. work done can be proved, that may amount 
to waiver of the right to require a certificate as a condition precedent 
to payment (/). Such proof would be comparatively easy to estab- 
lish in the case of a contract to build a ship(r/), but much more 
difficult in the case of a building or engineoriiig contract (/<). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Who is to give the (Certificate, 

447. The certificate must be given in strict accordance with 
the terms of the contract, and by the person tlierein designated 
either by name or description; ,thus, where a certificate by two 
or more architects is prescribed, a certificate by one only is not 
sufficient (t). 

Where the person to give the certificate is designated by name, 
and there is no power contained in the contract under which the 
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capriciously 
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(</) Re De Morgan^ St/cll Co. nnd Rio de Janeiro Flour Mills and Granaries, 
Ltd. (1692), 8 T. L. Ji. 272. 

(а) Botterill v. Ware Board of Guardians (188G), 2 T. L. lb 821. 

(б) Moser v. Sf, Magnus and St. Margaret {Churchwardens) (1795), cited in 
Worshg v. Wood (1790), 6 Term liop. 710, at p. 716; Scott v. Liverpool Corpora- 
tion (1858), 3 De Gh. & J. 334. 

(r) As, for instance, not Bup])lying drawings {Arterial Drainage Co. v. 
Rafhangan River Drainage Hoard (ISSO), 6 L. 11. Ir. 513; M' Alpine v. Lanark- 
shire and Ayrshire Rail, Co. (18S9), 17 II. (Ct. of Sess.) 113; ThytrnY. London 
Corporation (1870), 1 App. Cas. 120). 

(d) De Vile v. Arnold (1822), 10 IVice (ex.) 21. 

(c) Lamprcll v. liillericay Union (1849), 3 Exch. 283. 

(/) Taylevr v. lUgfhe (i856), 27 L. T. (o. s.) 101. 

{g) But not BO in the case of a contract to repair a Rbip. See Forman Co, 
Proprietary v. The Ship ** Liddesdnle,'' 9 * ** The mere 

fact that the defendant took the ship which was his own property made the 
best he could of it canne^t give the plaintiffs any additional right. It is not 
like the case of an acceptance of goods which were not previously the proporty 
of the acceptor.” 

{h) See p. 203, ante. 

(♦) Lamprell v. Biller icay Union, supra, at p. 304 
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employer can dismiss that person and appoint another person to 
give the certificate, there can he no dispute as to who is to give the 
certificate, and any dismissal of the designated person by the em- 
ployer will either he ineffective or amount to breach of contract (/»:). 

Where the certifier is described as “the architect for the time 
being,” or “A. B. or other the architect for the time being,” it 
fleems that the architect at the time when the necessity for the 
certificate arises is the proper person to certify, and not the person 
who was architect w’hen the work the subject-matter of the 
certificate was ])erfonncd(/). 

448. ^J’he effect of the employer dismissing the architect or 
engineer differs according as the contract provides for the certificate 
being given by a named person, or by the architect or engineer of 
the employer for the time being. In the first case, though the 
employer can dismiss the architect or engineer from his functions 
as agent, he must still allow him to exercise his functions as 
certifier, and, apparently, provide for his doing so, while in the 
second case he has full power to dismiss him both as agent and 
certifier, but is l)Ound wdthin a reasonable time to appoint another 
suitable person to exercise these functions. 


Part VII. — Price. 

Sect. 1. — Price for a Completed Contract. 

Sub-Skcjt. 1 . — Ijump Bam Contract.^ 

449. If the contract is to construct a specified work for a 
specified sum of money (commonly called a lump sum contract), 
the contractor’s claim for payment is a liquidated demand, and is 
within the provisions of the ]iulos of the Supreme Court as to 
obtaining summary judgment on a specially indorsed w-rit {in). 

Sri; -S kit. 2 . — Price fixed hy a Srltcduh of Prices. 

450. If tlic contract jb to tlo worlc (or a price to be ascertaiued by 
nieasurinR each ])articnlar class of worlc and pricing; it in accordance 
with a sciiedulo (//), so niucli per yard for excavation etc., the 
price can be recovered in an action as a liquidated demand (o), if 
tlic meastiroment of the work is a purely ministerial act, and also 


ijs) Mills V. liaylnj (18(J3), 2 11. & (!. 30. 

(!) Itamjer v. Great Rail. (h. (1854), 6 11. L. (’as. 72. 

(m's R. S. 0., (h'd. 3, r. G; Ord. 14. Ho whoro the price ia payable by 
inetalineiiis, sTiinniaiy judgiricnt may be obtainotl in respect of each instal- 
ment {IVorignatt, (''lark d: Uo., Lto\ v. JJoyd Prasileno, [1908] 1 K. B 968 
0. A.). 

(?i) Jmniesmi v. M^Inim (18S7), 15 R. (Ot. of Soh.s.) 17; Wilkie v. Hamilton 
Lodging House. Co. (1902), 4 F. (Ct. of Hess.) 951. 

(o) Biefdienson v. WeAr (1879), 4 h, R, Jr. 8G9. Heo also Meade y. MouiUoti 
(1S79). 4 U B. Jr. 207. 
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where it is intrusted to the architect or engineer in hi:s qaasi- 
jiidicial capacity as certifier, and tlio measure^.nent of the work 
has been certified (p). 

Similarly, if the contract is to perform a work for a lump sum, 
and additions and omissions are to be measured and valued in 
accordance with a schedule of prices, and tlujir value added to or 
deducted from tlie stipulated price, the contractor’s claim is a 
liquidated demand (q). 

451. In case the schedule of prices is incomplete, and the 
contractor is under an obligatioii to perform some particular class 
of work for which no price is fixed in the schedule, that class of 
work will have to be i^id for at a reasonable rate, unless the 
contract provides some other manner of ascertaining its value, 
such as by referring the matter to some independent person as 
f/aaiji-arbitrator (a). Such a claim would bo in the nature of a 
quantum meruit and would be a liquidated demand (/>). 


Su 11-Sect. '^.—InUrtai, 

452. Apart from statute, interest is not payable on ordinary 
debts unless by special agreement or mercantile usage, and damages 
are not recoverable for noii-23ayrnent of such debts (>), There is no 
mercantile usage that interest is payalile on a debt due under a 
building contract. 

SuJl-SEor. 4. — Pro take to pay more than agreed, 

453. As in the case of otlier contracts, a promise to pay for the 
work more than the price fixed by the contract will not ho binding 
on the proaiiisor unless it is supi^orted by some consideration (d). 
An undertaking to use greater exiiedition in the work than that 
contracted Jor would bo sufliciciit eonsidoration to make binding 
a promise for extra payment (e). 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Where no Pricx is fixed. 

454- Where a jn'ice for the work to be done has not been fixed 
by agreement between the parties, tlje builder or contractor is 
entitled to recover the fair and reasonable value of the work done 
and the materials supplied by him, or, in other words, a quantum 
meruit. This right rests on an implied contract by the employer 
that he will j^ay for services rendered at his request (/). 

(р) See Whitaker v. Dunn (1887), 3 T. L. E. 602. 

(o) See Meade v. Afouillott (1879), 4 L. E. Ir. 207. 

(a) Re Walton-on-the-Naze Urban iJisirirt Council and Moran (190.7), IIudBOii 
on Building Goiitnicta, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 400. 

[h) Stephenson v. Weir (1879), 4 L. E. Ir. 369. 

(с) London, Chatham, and Dover Hail. Co. v. South Eastern Hail. Co., [1892] 
1 Ch. 120, per Bindley, L.J., at p. 140. As to tho cases where interest is 
recoverable, see title Money and Money-lending. 

(d) Harris v. Watson (1791), Peake, 72; Stilk v. Myrick (1809), 2 Camp, 
317 ; Sharpe v. Sun Paulo Hail. Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 597, 608; aiM see title 
Contract. 

(e) See Williamson v. Clements (1809), 1 Taunt o23; McOreevg v. fimstll 
(1887), 56 L. T. 501 ; and title Contract. 

(/) 3 Bl. Com. 161 ; Viii. Abr. 362 ; and see title Work and Babour, 
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A reasonable price includes payment for the skill, supervision, 
and services of the contractor himself, as well as for materials and 
labour supplied by him (//). 

Where part of the work has been paid for at a particular rate, 
and the contractor has raised no protest against payment at that 
rate, this will be evidence that the contractor has agreed to accept 
payment at that rate, and tliai that rate is reasonablr3. 

455 . Where a i)ri(*.c was originally iixed in the contract, but such 
piice has for some reason ceased to be applicable, so that a reason- 
al>le price has boconio substituted for that iixed by iho contract, 
such reasonable price depends on all the circumstances. A contract 
to pay tlie market piice has been bold in a particular contract to 
mean the market price at the time the contract was made (//). 

When tlie condition in a contract as to ]>rico has ceased to be 
applicable, the contract may still have to be looked at, as there may 
bo other conditions therein, still binding, which have some effect 
on the price. 

SncT. 2. — Price uhere Contract is not completed. 

456 . Where the contract is not completed the non-completion 
may arise in various ways, c.r/., (1) by an agreement between the 
parties, (2) by default of the employer, or (B) by default of the 
contractor (i). 

Sect. 3. — Bonus and Deductions. 

457 . A clause is often inserted in building and engineering 
contracts giving the builder or contractor an addition to the price 
if he completes the work sooner than the stipulated time {k). This 
addition to the price is usually called a “ bonus.’’ 

This bonus may be conditioned to be jiayable in different ways. 
The contract may provide that if the contractor completes the work 
before a certain day he shall be entitled to receive a fixed sum, or 
it may provide that for evoi’y day or week by wdiich completion 
precedes a Iixed date a certain sum shall be paid to the contractor. 

To entitle tlio contractor to claim the bonus he must show that 
he completed by the time fixed. If he is prevented from so doing 
by the default of the employer be can claim damages for preventing 
him from oarning the bonus. It would seem that the measure of 
damages is not necessarily the full amount of the bonus, but may 
depend upon the amount of the expedition used (/). 


Grafton v. ArnviUvje (1845), 2 0. B. 33(5. 

()/j MaUoch V. Ihdijlitim (1S49), 12 Dual. (Ct. of Soss.) 215. 

(«) See up. 238 d seg.f post. 

(^) Ranger v. Great Western Rail. Co. (1854), o 11. L. Cas. 72, 78 ; Macintosh 
V. Midland Counties Rail. Co. (1845), H M. & W. 518. 

U) By waters <f' Sms v. Curnieic db Co. (1906), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rtt ed., V/d. I., p. 793. See, however, the ohiter dicta of Ai.deeson, B., in 
Macintosh y. Midland Counties Rail. Co.^ supra, at p. 558. 
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Part VIII. — Payment. 

Sect. 1. — Paymeyits on Account 
Sub- Sect. 1,—Tti GrmraL 

458 . The large expeiuliLure which builders and contractors have 
to incur in carrying out tlie works which they have undertaken to 
construct renders it usual for the contract to provide for payments 
on account of the price daring the construction of the works. The 
manner in which these payments on account are regulated varies 
according to the terms of the contract. Sometimes the several 
instalments become due on the comidetion of particular stages of 
the work, c.g.y a sum when the second floor of a house is reached, 
and so on (i/0 J sometimes the interim payments are to be not 
less than a fixed sum, not less than .£1,000 at the rate of 
£75 per cent, on the value of the work (and materials) supplied; 
or, again, at fixed periods, irrespective of amount, e.g., monthly 
payments at the rate of £75 per cent, of the value of the work (and 
materials). 

Where the contract does not make completion a condition pre- 
cedent to payment tliere may be an implied stipulation on the part 
of the employer to pay from time to time a reasonable sum to the 
contractor during the progress of the work (a). 

469 . Whichever method is agreed upon as that in accordance 
with which payment is to be made, nothing becomes due to the 
contractor until he has done everything to entitle him to receive 
payment (o). Each certificate for an instalment cretites a debt 
due(p), and tlie contractor is’ entitled to immediate payment 
thereof subject to the terms of the contract and any right of 
the employer to any set-off or counterclaim ; e.g,^ for liquidated 
damages {q), 

Sub-Sect, 2. — Rtcovt^'iny hack Instalments •paid. 

460 . Where, after the payment of money to the contractor on 
account, he fails to complete owing to his own default or abandons 
the contract without good cause, the employer may be entitled to 
recover back the instalments paid on the ground that the considera- 
tion has wholly failed ; but at all events the employer would have 
a ground of action for a breach of the contract to complete (r), in 
which the damages recovered might equal or exceed the amount paid 
on account. 


(m) Terry v. Danize (1790), 2 lly. J'»l. -ISO, 

(nj Roherts v. Havelock (1832), 3 B. & Ail 401; The Tergeste, [1903] P. 20, 
2>er Phillimohe, J., at p. 34. 

*(o) Needier v. Guest (1647), Aleyii, 9. , 

(«) Pickering v. fl/racomhe Hail. Go. (1H6K), L. R, 3 (J. P. 230. • 

(y) Stubbs V. Holywell Hail. Go. (1867), h, U. 2 Kxch. 311 ; Newfoundland 
Goner ftiTiCyit v, NeivfoundluuU Itail, Go, ^1.88b), 13 App. Oudi, 199. 

(r) Appleby v, Myei's (1867), L. 11. 2 0. 1*. 651 ; Newfoundland Government r. 
Newfoundland Rail Go., supra. 

H.u—uu I 
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Sect. 2. — Vaymmt on Completion, 

461 . When the whole work is completed in accordance with the 
contract, payment becomes due to the contractor, except where 
there is a stipulation postponing the time for payment of the whole 
or part of the balance, e.g., until after the expiration of a period 
during which the contractor is liable for defects or for repairs (s). 

As the interim payments to the contractor are usually made at a 
rate per cent, on the value of the work done and sometimes materials 
supplied, there remains on each of these values a balance unpaid. 
These balances constitute what is called retention money, which is 
retained by the employer as a security for the due completion of the 
work, and as a fund to he drawn upon either to complete the 
work, or rectify defects on the failure of the contractor to do bo. 

Sect. 8. — Mode of Payment, 

462 . Where the contract does not make any special provisions 
as to payment, the contractor is entitled to he paid in cash. In 
some contracts, however, special provisions are contained, 
stipulating that payment may be made either in whole or in part 
in hills of exchange, debentures, shares, land, or Lloyd’s bonds. 

463 . If the contractor takes hills, which are dishonoured, the 
contractor, unless he has accepted the bills in complete satisfac- 
tion of his debt, may either treat them as a nullity and sue on 
the contract, or he may sue on the dishonoured bills (/). The 
holders in due course of such bills do not acquire any charge over 
or lien on the subjeet-niatter of the contract, even when it is, as 
in the case of a ship, not being constructed on the land of the 
employer (a). 

464 . If tlio payment is to be by way of debentures or shares, 
either party can insist on the prescribed mode of payment, though 
the price of the debentures or shares may have risen or fallen since 
the conti act was made (/>). An agreement to take payment from a 
company in fully paid-up shares of the comiiauy must be registered 
with the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies (c), hut Jion-registration 
does not make the contractor liable as a contrihutojy (d). Tlie effect, 
however, of pr4.ym(int in fully paid shares seems to be that they are 
to he treated as paid up to the extent tlioy have in fact l)een paid for 
in money or money’s ^vorth. If a builder agrees to take shares in a 
company in consideration of being employed as a contractor to 
execute works for the comj)any, this is a conditional contract, and if 


i «) Soo also ]*. 1211, <n/U, as to oertiHcutefi. 

Q See tit hi Cojstkaut. 

a) /fe f/inUsuy, Kx jm te Lumhlon (187o)> App. 40.1. 

h) Ih WiKxl Adif-r (1S8G), 12 App. Oas. Ml. See also He he Morqa}} 

<£• Co. and Kio de Janeiro Flour MiUa (1892), 8 T. L. it. 108, 292. 

(r) Companies Act, 1900 (03 & 04 Viet. c. 48), s. 7 (l)(b); and flee title 

(d) By the repeal of a. 25 of the (’’ompauies Act, 1?67 (30 & 31 Viet 
t!* UD), 
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he is not given the contract, he need not take the shares, and is 
entitled to be struck off the list of contributories (<0- 

466 . If the payment is to be made in land, the contractor will, 
it seems, be entitled to claim specific performance of tlie contract, 
if he has performed every condition precedent to his right to 
payment, or he may treat the contract as at an end and bring an 
action for a quantum meruit for the work done (/), or he may bring 
an action for breach of contract, in which case, it is suggested, the 
damages recoverable will be limited to t’ne value of the land. 


SECT/ 3; 

Mode of 
Payment. 

Tiand/^ 


466 . Where payment is to bo made in Lloyd’s bonds (//), How far 
debentures (A), or shares (i), and they are assigned by the contractor, subject to 
the assignee takes them subject to the equities existing between the 
employer and the contractor (J) at the time of the notice of assign- 
ment (k). 

Sect. 4. — Appropriation of Payments. 


467 . There is a general rule of law that, in the absence of any Conditions 
appropriation by the employer at the time of payment, the contractor applicable to 
is at liberty to af)proprjate a general jDayment on account to any debt 
he pleases (Q. It is specially important, in the case of building and 
engineering contracts, to remember that the appro 2 )riation must be 
to a debt(7?i). A contractor, therefore, cannot, by purporting to 
appropriate a payment to extras not properly ordered in accordance 
with the contract (w), get over the non-fulfilment of a condition 
precedent to his right to payment (o). When, therefore, the con- 
tractor constructs additional works which are not ordered in the 
manner prescribed by the contract, or which have not been certified 
for by the architect when such certificate is a condition precedent to 
payment, no debt in respect of thfs additional work has been incurred 
by the employer, and the contractor cannot by purporting to appro- 
priate a payment to this claim alter the position of the employer ( 


(e) He Aldhoroiigh Hotel Co., Simpson's Case (1809), 4 Ch. A]>p. 18-1. 

(/) See Keys v. Harwood (1846), 2 C. B. 90d. 

\g) For Lloyd’s bonds, see title Bonds, p. 82, ante. Seo also Miinro v. 
Athenry and Ennis Junction Rail. Co. (1868), I. B. 2 C. L. 477. 

(h) As to dobeiitui’os generally, see title Comuaniks. 

(i) A company may decline to register any transfer of shares made by a 
member who is indebted to them (Companies Act, 1862 (2u & 26 Viet. c. 89), 
Table A, clause 10). 

(y) See p. 270, post, and Be Blakely Ordnance Co., Ex Nea: Zealand 

Banking Corporation (1867), 3 Oh. App. 151. 

[k) A Lloyd’s bond is not equitably subject to arrears of rent due from the 
grantee of the bond which accrued due after notice of the assignment though 
the lease was made before the notice {Wai8o?i v. Mid Wales Rail. Co. (1867), 
L. R. 2 C. P. 593). 

(Q Thompson v. Hudson (1871), 6 Ch. App. 3*20; Clayton's Case (1816), 1 Mer, 
572. See title Conthact. 

Jm) Lamprell v. Billerica y Union (1849), 3 Exch. 283, 307. 

(Ti) Seep. 234, ^ 

(< 7 ) A creditor receiving money on account is not authorised to apply it 
towards the satisfaction of any claim which does not rest on some legal or 
equitable demand against the debtor {Lamprell v. Billericay Union, supra, 
per Roleb, B., at p. 307). 

(j?) Ihid* 
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The question whether there is a debt must also be considered id 
the case where the employer is a corporate body, and there are 
statutory restrictions on the manner in which such body is able 
to contract {q). 

Part IX. — Alterations, Additions, and 
Omissions. 

Sect. 1. — Extras. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — /?? General. 

No general 468. Wlieio a ])uildji!<^ or eii^iiieciing contract does not contain 
duty as to proviaioiiB that alterations in, additions to, or omissions from the 
extras. contract may be made, the builder is under no obligation to make 

them ; and if bo does so, ilie liability of the emj^loyer to pay for 
them depends upon various considerations (/■)• 

It is ineumbcnt on the contractor to show that there was an 
intention on the part of the employer to enter into some new con- 
tract, and, in case tlie orders for the variation come from the 
architect, that be was authorised to give such orders (s). 

Definition The word “ extras ” is employed to designate all works not 
of “extras." expressly or impliedly described in the specification and plans. It 

appears to be a question of construction for the judge to decide, in 
the case of a written contract, wdiether additional work is of the 
kind contemplated by the contract or outside and independent 
of it(0. 

Express 469. It is usual in building and engineering contracts to give the 

power to employer or his architect or engineer power to order additions to, 
or erextias. from, and variations in the specified works. It is also a 

common practice to prescribe the time and manner in which the 
orders for such variation of the works sliail be given, by orders 
in writing to be given sometimes previous to their execution. 

Liability of 470. When additional works are ortlered during the construction 
employer qJ works, the question of how far the employer is liable to pay for 

wor^. them depends upon how the alteration originated, whether it was 

authorised, and in many cases (depending on the terms of the 
contract) in what method it was ordered. 

The employer will not he liable for — (1) (in a lump sum contract) 
work impliedly included in the work contracted for or necessary 
for its completion (u) ; (2) work performed voluntarily without 

(<y) See titles CoMr\NiEa ; Cohpohatioxs ; Local Guveiinment. 

( r) See p. , ptfst. 

h) B. Tf. Veto (1826), 1 Y. & J. (ex.) 67 ; Cooper v. Lanqdon (1841), 0 

& W. 60 . 

{t) Bussell V. Sa da Bandeira (Viacou7it) (1862), 13 0. B. (n. s.) 149, 

(«) See p. 186 , avte. 
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request (?<■) ; (3) work as to which the conditions precedent pre- 
scribed in the contract have not been complied with (a-) ; (4) work 
ordered by the architect without authority (y) ; (5) work to pay for 
which no contract, express or implied, can be proved (o) ; and 
(6) in certain cases goods of the value of X'lO and upwards (h). 


Sub-Sect. 2. — Neers^ary Wurlcs. 

471 . Works or materials which, although not expressly described, 
are necessary for the completion of a lump sum contract, are not 
extras, and it does not matter that they are not described in the 
specification (e), or shown on tlm plans or drawings, or that they 
are rendered necossary by defective planning or by an impracticable 
design (d), or tliat they are not taken out in tlio (j mu i titles (c), 
whether ihe quantities are made i>art of the contract (/) or not (//). 
The architect or engineer has no authority, oven when he is 
eiiipow’ered to order extras, to ordi'r such necessary works as 
extras. 

If work has to he done to tlie satisfaciion of a third person, 
and that third person requires certain work to he done for his 
satisfaction, such wcu’k cannot give rise to a claim for payment for 
it as an extra, if it is necessary work (Aj. 

472 . When, however, the architect or engineer has authority to 
give a final and binding certificate fixing the final balance payable 
to the contractor, such a certificate is conclusive between the parties, 
even thougli it should direct payment for \vork as extra which is 
really comprised in the work contracted for, or for extra work not 
ordered in the manner prescribed by the contract (/). 

In the case of a contract to construct w^orks for which payment is 


{w) Wilmot V. Smith (18‘28), 3 C. P. 453; und ho© p. 232, imt. 

(x) See p. 23^, post, 

(?/) Cooper V. han^don (1841), 9 M. & AV. 60; v. ZV/o (1826), 1 Y. & J. 
(ex.) 37 ; and soo p. 233, post, 

(a) Lamprell v. llilleriaiy Vuivu. (1849), 3 Excli. 283 ; Weshovvd v. Secretartf of 
State for India in Council (1863), 7 L. T. 736; Tjoreiock v. Kiny (1831), 1 Aloe. 

R. 60; Johvavn v. Weston (l8o9), 1 ¥. & F. 693; W^allis v. Robinson (ltSf;2), 
3 F. & F. 307 ; Tharsia Sulphur a7id Copper Co, v. M'FAroy ifc Sons (1878), 3 
App. Gas. lOJO : and see p. 230, post, 

(b) Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 71), s. 4, replacing s. 17 of the 
Statute of Frauds (29 Car. 2, c. 3). 

(c) Williams v. Fitzmaurice (1858), 3 U. & N. 8-14 ; Wilson v. Wallace (1859), 
21 Diinl. (Ct. of Sess.) 507; Re Shell Transport and Tradiny Co, and Con^ 
soli dated Petroleum Co. (1904), 20 T. L. R, 517. 

{d) S\arpe v. San Paulo Rail. Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 579; and see Hydraulic 
Engineering Co., Ltd. v. Spencer Sons (1886), 2 T. 1j. R. 554. 

(e) Scrivener y. Pash (1666), L. R. 1 C. P. 715; Re Ford (h Co. and Bemrose 
ifc Sons (1902), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 354. 

(/) Goleer v. Young (1860), 2 F. & F. 98. 

(^) Kimberley v. iJich (1871), L. E. 13 Eq. 1, 

\k) Dobson V. Hudson (1857), 26 L. J. (c. P.) 153; and see p. ^07, ante. 

(f) Goodyear v. Weymouth and Melcornhe Regis Corporation (1865), 35 L. J. 
(c. P.) 12; Apthorne v. 8t. Aubyn{l^^o), 1 T. L. R. 279; Laidktw v. Hastings 
Pier Co. (1874), Jenkins and Raymond, Architect’s Legal Handbook, 4th ed., 
p. 238; Connor and Olley v. Belfast Water Commissioners (1871), 6 I. R. C, L. 
55 ; and see p. 215, post. 
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Sect. i. 
Extras. 


How far 
works outside 
contracts are 
extras. 


Effect of 
ordering 
iilteratioiip. 


to be made in accordance with a schedule of prices, if the particular 
class of work ordered is provided for in the schedule, it must be 
paid for accordingly, or if it is not it must, in the absence of any 
other prescribed mode of ascertaining the price, be paid for at a 
fair and reasonable price (/j). 

Sub-Skot. .‘i . — Works oatskle the Contract. 

473 . If additional work is of such a nature as to be entirely out- 
side the contract, it does not come w^itbin a clause relating to extras 
at all (/), and is not subject to any of the stipulations of die contract. 
But if the conti’actor accepts orders purporting to be given under 
the contract, when ho miglit have refused to do them at all, he 
may not be able, depending on the circumstances, to set up that 
such orders relate to w’ork altogether outside the contract, or that 
he is released from conditions precedent in regard to them. Work 
ordered after the completion of the contract may on that ground 
be entirely outside the contract (m). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Alterations, Additions, and Omissions. 

474. A power to order alterations, additions, or omissions in the 
contract will not extend to permit the architect or engineer to change 
the whole scheme of the work and turn it into something entirely 
different from that contracted for (n). Thus, if additions are made to 
a building, the contract still exists so far as it can be traced to have 
been followed, but wdiere the work is varied to such an extent that 
it is impossible to trace the contract at all, the contract must be 
treated as abandoned, and the work as having been done under an 
implied contract to pay by measure and value (o). 

An unauthoi’ised departure from the contract work by the con- 
tractor not only gives him no claim for extra payment, but may 
prevent his recovering payment under the contract, or even render 
him liable in damages for breach of his contract to complete the 
work in accordance with the specification and plans or his covenant 
nut to vary or deviate from the contract, when such a covenant is 
contained in the contract (p). 

A limitation is sometimes placed on the employer’s or the 
architect s right to vary, by specifying a percentage by which the 
contract sum may be increased or diminished, 

(/c) See Re Walton-on-the-Naze Urban District Council and Moran (1905), 
Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 400. 

(/) Ueid V. Batte (1829), MooA & M. 413 ; Russell v. 8a da Bandeira (Viscount) 
(1802), 13 C. B. (n. s.) 149; Thorn v. London Corporation (1876), 1 App. 
Ous. 120. 

(th) Russtll V. Sa da Bandeira (Vi8cou7Lt), supra, per Bkle, C.J., at p. 197 : 

with respect to such articles as were supplied after the contract was fully 
completed, it appears to me that they are entirely severed from the contract 
and from any restriction contained in it.’* 

(n) E. V. hto (1826), 1 Y. & J. (sx.) 37. 

fo) Pepper v. Burland (1792), Peake, 103, per Lord Kenyon, at p. 104. 

(p) Ellis V. Ilamlen (1810), 3 Taunt. 52 ; Ranger v. Great Western Rail, Co* 
(1854), 5 H. L. Cas. 72; Whitaker v, Dunn (1887), 3 T. L. E, 602; SoUoTns v. 
York CoT^ation (189!^, Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., VoL II., 
p. 220 ; Eotimn & Oo, rroprietary y. The Ship “ Liddesdale” [1900] A C. 190, 
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Sect. 2. — Liability to pay for Alterations and Additions. 

Sot-Sect. 1 . — In General. 

476 . Where the contract is to construct a specified work for a 
lump sum, and there is no power to order extras or variations, the 
builder is bound to do the work as specified, and cannot recover 
anything for extras or variations, unless he can establish a new 
contract to pay for them cither by showing that the employer 
expressly or impliedly ordered them (g^), or that the architect, 
acting within the scope of his authority, did so, or that the employer 
ratified unauthorised orders of the architect (r), or that the employer 
accepted the work (s) either personally or by his duly authorised 
agent. 


Sect. 2. 
Liabilitf to 
pay for 
Alte^tlons 
and 

Additions. 

Lump Bum 
contracts. 


476 . In the case of such corporations as can only contract under Contracts 
seal, no such parol or implied new contract can be proved. The corpora- 

only binding form of new contract is one under seal(^). If the 
contract contains a power for the architect or engineer to order 
extras, his orders will be binding on the corporation (w), but only 
so far as they are given in accordance with the contract {w). 

In the case of a company able to contract by parol, such a new 
contract to pay for extras can be proved in the same manner as in 
the case of a private person {x). 


477 . Where there is a written contract, and a claim is made for Written 
payment for work alleged to be an extra, the contractor must contracts 
produce the written document to prove that the work is in fact 
extra to that which he has contracted to perform (?/), even when 
the employer has had the benefit of the work {a). But where there 
is a separate employment to do tlie additional work, the written 
contract need not be produced (/»). 

The question whether the written document need be produced 
depends upon whether the work under the contract and that 
claimed for as additional are so mixed up that it is necessary to 


((/) See p. 230, anle. 

(r) See p. 233, post. 

\s) See p. 203, as to what constitutes acceptance. 

(Q Homersham v. Wolvei'hampton Water works Co. (ISol), (> Ex oh. 137 ; Rut- 
ledge v. Fariiham Local Board (1861), 2 E, & E. 406 ; Stevens v. Hounslow Burial 
Board (1889), 61 L. T. 839. 

(u) Williams v. Barmouth Urban. District Council (1897), 77 L. T. 383. 

iw) Kirk V. Bromla/ Union (1848), 17 L. J. (cti.) 127; Thames Iron Works 
Co. V. Jiogal Mail Steam Backet Co. (1861), 13 0. D. (n. s.) 3o8. 

(nfj) Faulingw. London and North Western Rail. Co. (18o3), 8 Exch. 867 ; anti 
similarly, on tho analogy of a wile of land, Lowe y. London and Norik Western 
Rail. Co. (18o2), 21 L. j‘ (q. n.) 361. 

( 2 /) Vineent v. Cole (1828), 1 Mood. & M. 257 ; Joiies v. Howell (1835), 4 Dowl. 
17G; Parton v. Cole (1841), 11 L. J. (Q. b.) 70; Lovelock v. King (1831), 
1 Moo* & K 60 ; Uolhard v. Stevens (1841), 5 Jur. (o. 8.) 71 ; Edie v. Kingaford 
(1654), 14 0. D. 759 ; Rccles v. (1861), 3 F. &F. 142 ; ^//ill v. Nuiinll 

(1864), 17 J3. (N. s.) 202; Buxton y. Covimh (1844), 12 M. & 426, Soe 

also Fielder v. Ray (1829), 3 Moo. & R 659 ; Slevena v. Finney (1818), 2 Moore 
( 0 , F.), 349, 
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look at the vrritten contract to see whether or not the work in 
respect of which the claim is made bad relation to it or not (c). 

478. If a siib'Contractor is ordered by the employer to do work, 
the employer must pay him for it(d). If the sub-contractor claims 
against the employer for work done as extra to the principal contract, 
he must put llie principal contract in evidence to show that the 
work is not included in it, and prove a distinct contract with the 
employer to do the work for which the action is brought (e). 


Sub-Seot. 2 . — When the Employer is not liable for Extrae. 

479. Where the contractor voluntarily, and without any request 

1) y the employer, does extra work, or employs better materials than 
those stipuLited for, he has no claim against the employer for more 
than the contract price (/). 

Even though the employer should assent to alterations from the 
works specified, he will not be liable to pay any moro than the 
contract price, unless he either has expressly been informed, or 
ought to have known from the nature of the alterations, that addi- 
tional expense might be incurred {g). If the altoi'ation is by way of a 
concession to the contractor, the employer cannot he charged more 
than the contract price (//). 

On the other hand, it would seem by analogy that if the employer 
consents to the contractor making use of less expensive materials 
than those specified, he cannot, unless there is a new contract, 
claim that the contractor shall make a corresponding reduction in 
tlie price (i). 

480. Where the contractor refuses to perform work which is 
included in that specified and the employer promises to pay 
for it as an extra, such a promise by the employer is not bind- 
ing, as it is made without consideration and is a mere midum 

2 ) actuni (/i). 

481. If the contract provides that written orders from the 
architect shall be a condition precedent to payment for extras, and 
the employer personally gives verbal orders for extras, the question 


(c) Parion v. Vole (1841), 11 L. J. (q. b.) 70, per Patteson, J., at pp. 70, 71. 

(d) Walliti V. liohiu&ou (1802), S P. & P. 307 ; and see Bramah v. Abingdon 
(L(yrd) (1812), 15 East, 02, 00. 

(e) EccJea v. Souiheftm (1801), 3 I'\ P. 142. 

( /') V, Smith (1828), 3 & P, 453 ; Forman Vo. Proprietary v. The 

Ship “ LiddvHdah,^^ [1900] .A. i\ 190. 

(g) Lovfiovk v. Ftng (1831), 1 Mood. & 11. 00; Johnson v. Weston (1859), 1 
F. & P. 093. 

(/i) Thursis Sulphur and (hpptr Vo. v. M^Klroy if: Sons (1878), 3 App. Cas. 
1040, where, during the execution of a lump sum contract, the builders, finding 
it impossible to complete their contract without increasing the thickness 
specified in the ^:ontract uf ceiLuii girders, were allowed to do so, and it was 
held that th^ could not claim for the increased thickness of the girdei-s as an 
c‘xtra. 

(i) It might also be contended in such a case that the employer has waived hia 
to insist on the stipulated materials being employed, 

(/f) Sharpe v. San Paalo flaiL (1S73), 8 Oh. App. 597, dOS, 



Paut IX— Ai/rfiRATloKs, Apditions, and Omissions. 


388 


whether this inay not amount to a waiver of the eondition precedent 
or to a new contract to pay for the extras has not been decided in 
any reported case (/). Apparently, however, something more than 
a mere verbal order is necessary, though there may be circum- 
stances which will entitle the contractor to recover (wi). If the 
employer merely looks on and sees the extra work being done 
and says nothing, this docs not amoinit to such w^aiver or now 
contract (n). 

Sub-Skct. n . — hkrirna (inlrmi bij the ArchiU'if. 

482. Where the additions or variations are ordercjl by the 
architect, the contractor, before lie can recover for them, must 
show that it was wo'tliin the scope of the architect’s autliority to 
Ol der them (o). 

Whether the architect was anUiorirsed to order the deviations is a 
question of fact for a jury, exccqit where it dopends on the con- 
struction of the contract (p). The authority may arise from the 
powers given to the architect by the contract, or from written or 
verbal instructions given to him by the employer, or from the course 
of business adopted by the parties. 

The authority of the architect or engineer to order additions or 
variations does not empow’er him to completely change the character 
of the wwks contracted for {q). 

Sub-Skct, 4. — Effect of Final and Cinchmve Ceriijicate, 

483. If the contract makes the certificate of the architect 
final and conclusive as to the amount to be paid to the con- 
tractor for the works actually executed, or as to the amount of 
the balance or as to whether extras are within the contract or not, 
or have in fact been executed, such a certificate is binding on both 
parties (r), and the employer cannot avoid paying in accordance 
with it by alleging that extras had been allowed for which had not 
been done, or had been improperly done (s), or had not been 
ordered in the manner which was made by the contract a condition 
precedent to payment (t). The contractor cannot under such a 


Si^CT. 2. 
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(/) Seo Norwood v. Lathrop (1901), 178 Massachusetts Rep. 208, whei’e it was 
held that a contractor could rocover for extras done on the verbal orders of the 
employer’s agent, given with the employer’s assent, as this amounted to a waiver 
of the requirement of written orders. 

(w) Franklin v. Darke (1862), 6 L. T. 291, where there was a stipulation that 
oraors for extras should be in writing, and when the employer ordered extras 
verbally, saying, “ You do it, and you shall he paid for it,” it was held that the 
contractor could not recover. The question of waiver does not seem to have 
been raised. 

(n) Brown Y. Bollo (Lord) (1832), 10 Sh. (Ct. of Sess.) 667; but see p. 235, 
post. 

(o) R. V. Peto (1826), 1 Y, & J. 37 ; Cooper v. Langdon (1841), 9 M. & W. 60. 

U) Wallh V. Rohmson (1862), 3 F. & F. 307. 

Iff) R, V. Peto^ supra, at p. 61. 

(r) Goodyear v. Weymouth and Melromhe Regis Corporation (I860), 3« L. J. (c. P.) 
12 ; Richards v. May (1883), 10 Q. B. D, 400. 

(a) Laidlaw v. Hastings Pier Go. (1874), Jenkins and Raymond, Architect’s 
Legal Handbook, 4th ed., p, 238 ; Lapthorne v. St Auhyn (1885), 1 T. L. R. 279 ; 
Brunsdon v« Staines Local Board (1684), 1 Cab. & Rl. 272. 

(0 Conn4yr and Olley v. Bdfast Water Commissioners (1871), o J, R. 0. L. 66. 
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contract claim payment for extras, though all conditions have been 
observed in regard to them, if the architect does not include them 
in his certificate (?/-). 

Where, however, the clause making the certificate of the architect 
conclusive is not wide enough to include the question of extras, 
neither party will be precluded by the certificate fr»m claiming or 
resisting payment for extras (?r). 

Skct. 3. — Orders in Writing. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — In General. 

484. Building and engineering contracts in most cases impose 
some conditions precedent upon payment for extras. The usual 
conditions are the following, one or more of which may occur in 
a particular contract : — 

(1) The contractor must obtain orders in writing for any extras ; 

(2) tlie orders must be signed and, in some cases, countersigned ; 

(3) the orders must have been given before the construction of the 
work ordered; (4) the orders must have been given before com- 
jiletion of the works under the contract ; (5) the orders so given 
must be produced ; (6) weekly accounts must be delivered ; (7) a 
previous contract must be made for any extra work ; and (8) in case 
of dispute the price of the extras must be settled by the architect, 
or by arbitration, before any claim can be made. 

485. Of these conditions the effect of the one most frequently 
employed is that orders in writing shall be a condition precedent to 
payment for extras. This condition, being a limitation on the 
powers of the architect, cannot be waived by him, though his power 
to give a final conclusive certificate may over-ride the limitation, 
and the contractor is not entitled, as against the employer, to rely 
on any implied authority of the architect or on any representation 
by him of parol autliority to order such extras (a). The contractor 
cannot obtain relief from such a stipulation in the contract (i), nor 
can he get a decree for an account of extras not ordered in the 
prescribed manner (c). 

486. The nature of building and engineering operations involves 
constant written communications between the architect or engineer 
and the contractor. These communictions contain instructions as 
to the manner of carrying out the works, the explanation of plans 
and drawings, detailed drawings of particular parts of the works, 
and answers to questions put by the contractor. Some of these 
from one point of view may amount to a direction to do some 
work additional to the contract, but to constitute an order in writing 


(fi) Brunadon v. Stainea Local Board (1884), 1 Cab. & El. 272. 

(io) FasHby v. Birmingham Corporation (1856), 18 0. B. 2 ; Lorden v. Price 
(1896), The Builder (April 26, 1896). 

(a) ATtason v. Taff Vale Rail. Co. (1848), 7 Hare, 136 ; Ruaadl v. Sa da Bandeiro 
[Vt'aeount) (1862), 13 0. B. (n. S.) 149 ; Lorden v. Price, supra. 

{b) Kirk V. Bromley Xlnion (1848), 17 L. J. (OH.) 127. 

(c) Ni'jo&nx, faff Vah Rail. Co./sirpra, 
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the condition of the particular contract must be complied with, 
and this may require that the order should be given before the 
additional work is performed (d). A progress certificate (c), or 
any other form of subsequent approval of the extras, may not be 
sufficient. ’ 

Where the contract expressly stipulates that the work is to be done 
under the direction and to the approval of the architect, a communi- 
cation from, or a direction by, the architect as to the method of 
doing the work is not an order in writing for extras (/), and where 
by the contract extras are required to be ordered by the architect in 
writing under his hand, sketches prepared in the architect’s office 
and fuj’nished to the builder, but not signed by the architect, are 
not such orders in writing as are contemplated by the contract (/;). 
In order to make the absence of written orders conclusive against 
the contractor, the terms of the contract relating to such orders 
must amount to making them a condition precedent {It). 

487. The exceptional cases in which the contractor can recover 
for extras in the absence of orders given in the manner prescribed 
by the contract are the following ; (1) where there is a waiver or 
new contract to 2)ay (0 ; (2) where the work is not additional, but 
entirely outside the contract (k) ; (8) where the employer has pre- 
vented the performance of the condition by fraud or otherwise (1) ; 
or (4) where a final and conclusive certificate lias included the 
extras (???), 

It might in certain circumstances be hold to be a fraud on the 
part of an employer if he should request alterations and additions 
to be made, stand by and see the expenditure going on, take the 
benefit of the expenditure, and then refuse payment on the ground 
that tlie expenditure was incurred without proper orders having 
been given for the purpose (n). 

488. Although the absence of orders given in the prescribed 
manner is conclusive against the contractor’s right to recover, the 
employer is not precluded, it would seem, by the existence of orders 
given in the prescribed manner from showing that the work ordered 
as an extra was in fact included in the work specified, unless a 
conclusive certificate has been given. 
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(d) “The deed, when it requires written directions, clearly means written 
directions before the additional works should be done ” {LampreU v. Billericay 
Union. (1849), 3 Exch. 283, per EoLFB, B., at p. 303). 

(e) See p. 212, nnie^ and TImrsis Sulphur and Copper Co. v. McElroy Sa 8om 
(1878), 3 App. Gas. 1040. 

(/) Boheon v. Hudson (1807), 26 L. J. (c. P.) 103. 

((jf) Myers v. Satd (1860), 3 E. & E. 306, 

(A) A condition merely binding the contractor to perform such alterations 
and additions as might be ordered was held in Canada not to be sufficient 
(Pmmond V. McAnnany (1865), 16 Upper Canada 0. P. 9). 

(t) See pp. 232, 233, ante. 

\h) See p. 230, anie. 

(/) See p. 239. post. 

(m) See p. 233, ante, 

(n) Hill v. Sauth Staffordshire Bail. Co. (1865), 12 L. T. 63, per Turner, L.J., 
at p. 65. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Effect of Refusal to give Orders in Writing, 

489 . The builder can refuse to perform additional work not 
ordered in writing, if by the terms of the contract orders are 
required to be given in that way, but if he does perform such work 
without written oi'dors, he cannot recover payment therefor (o). 

A contractor cannot claim an increased price for the contract 
work on the ground that the employers have caused him to incur 
additional exi)enso by a proper exercise of statutory powers (p). 


Part X. — Maintenance and Defect Clauses. 

Skct. 1. — Dhtinciion hetween Maintenance and Defect Clauses, 

490. There are various classes of conditions which are inserted 
in building and engineering contracts as to defects, repairs, and 
maintenance : ejj,, (1) a general repairing condition which requires 
the contractor to keep the works in repair during some fixed period 
after the architect or engineer has given his final certificate ; (2) a 
condition that the builder will rectify any defects in materials 
or work which are discovered within a fixed period ; (3) a main- 
taining and upholding condition under which the contractor may 
possibly be required to do more than repair, and which in some cases 
involves a contract on his part to keep the subject-matter of the 
contract in working order during the stipulated time {q) ; and (4) a 
condition that the contractor is to be liable for breach of contract 
for defective work appearing at any time. 

491. Under such a covenant to repair from the date of the final 
certificate, the builder or contractor is apparently not bound to do 
more tlian repair the existing structure, including making good 
tlm effects of ordinary wear and tear as well as damage from other 
causes, and to keep it in the condition in which it was at the 
beginning of the period over which the obligation to I’e^pair extends, 
ill the same way in which a lessee is bound to repair under a 
repairing lease ; but he is under no obligation, under ii covenant to 
repair only, to substitute good materials for bad, or to supply 
omissions (/•). Under a covenant to rectify defects he is, in the 
absence of express stipulation, under no obligation to make good the 


(o) Thames Iron iJo, v. Royal Mail Steam Packet Co, (1862), 16 C. B. 

(K. fi.) 358 ; Rimdl v. 8a da Buvdemt (Viscount) (1862), 13 C. B. (N. s.) 149 ; but 
see Murdoch v. Luckie (1897), 15 New Zealand L. R. 296, 613. 

(p) Righy Bristol Coiyoration (i860), 29 L. J. (EX.) 659. 

((/) Set*e 7 wuks^ Maidstone^ and Tunlnidye Rail, Co, v. Loudon^ Oliathain^and Dover 
Rail, Co. (1879), 11 Cb. J). 625; Cunliffe v. Hampton Wick Local Board (1892), 
9 T. L. R. 378. 

(r) On t)ie analogy of a lessee under a repairing lease see Proudfoot v. Hart 
(1890), 25 Q. B. 1). 42 ; Lister v. Lam, [18931 2 U. B. 212. 
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consequences of wear and tear, except so far as they may arise from 
defective construction (a). 

492. If the contractor undertakes to raake good defects discovered 
within a fixed period, his obligation extends to defects discovered 
within that time although the cause of those defects may not be 
discovered until after the expiration of that period (b). 

If the defects had appeared before the beginning of the period 
agreed upon, then rectification should have formed part of the work 
of completion, but the contractor will not be obliged to rectify tliein 
if he has once obtained a conclusive certificate of satisfactory 
completion. 

493. Under a defects clause no liability to reconstruct the 
building or works can arise in case of their destruction by lire or 
other accident not caused by the contractor’s default, as his obliga- 
tion is limited to making good anything owing to defective construc- 
tion. Under a maintenance and repairing clause, he would, in such 
a case, be obliged to reconstruct the building or works (c), liis 
obligation being a general one to maintain the buildings and make 
good all injury to them, however caused, except by default of the 
employer. Where, however, the destruction has involved some 
building or thing necessary to the existence of the contract works, 
the contract obligations will be at an end (rf). 

494. The employer’s right of action on the breach of either a 
covenant to remedy defects or a covenant to maintain md repair 
is not postponed to the end of the period agreed upon (c). 

Sect. 2. — Notice to remedy Defects. 

495. Building contracts usually contain a provision that if the 
builder does not remedy the defects, or execute the repairs he has 
undertaken to perform, the employer may employ another builder 
to do the work and charge the defaulting builder with the cost. 

If the contractor neglects to perform his obligation to remedy 
defects under a contract which provides that he shall do so 
during some fixed period, the employer, it would seem, must give 
him notice that defects have appeared, in cases where the contractor 
is not in possession, and also give him an opportunity to remedy 
the defects by allowing him within a reasonable time to enter the 
site of the works and to do that w'hich is necessary. This restriction 
of the contractor’s liability is in accordance with the general rule of 
Jaw that, where a person who is not in possession of a building is 
pnder an obligation to repair it, this obligation is conditional 


(a) District of Columbia v, Clephane (1684), 110 U. S. (3 Davis), 212. 

\b) Cunliffe v. Hampton Wick Local Board (1892), 9 T. L. B.. 378 
(c) Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal Navigation v. Fritchard^ (ll96)i 6 Term 
Rep. 760 ; Bullock v. Dommitt ( 1 796), 6 Torm Rep. 650 ; Dighy v. Atkinson (1816), 
4 Camp. 1276; London, Leith, kldinburyh , and Glasgow Shipping Co, y. Dnjjvs 
(1841), 3 Maeph. (Ct. of yoss.) 929. 
id) See p. 194, ante, 

(«) See Luxmore v. Bohson (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 584. 
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on his having received notice that the building is in need of repairs 
within the meaning of his obligation, and on his having been given 
an opportunity to enter and perform that obligation (/). 

If, however, tlie builder has stated that he will not remedy defects 
or execute repairs, or has in any other way dispensed with notice, he 
will be liable to be charged wdth the cost of the repairs, even if he 
has not had notice of them (//). 

Tlie question whether, if the builder or contractor knows of 
the existence of the defects or of the necessity for repairs, actual 
notice to him is still necessary, has not been decided in any reported 
case. The reasoning on which notice is required is that, where 
there is knowledge in the one party and not in the other, there 
notice is necessary (h), and before the contractor can be charged 
with a breach of duty he must have notice that the time for doing 
it has arrived, so as to have an opportunity of performing his 
obligation (i). It may also be suggested that if notice is not given 
to the contractor w’ho has knowledge of the defects, he has no means 
of knowing that the employer considers that there are detects or 
means to stand on his rights and to insist on the work being 
remedied. 


Part XL— Breach of the Contract. 

Sect. 1. — amounts to Breach of the Contract. 

Sub-Sect. 1.- />// the Employer, 

496. If the employer does not provide the site at the appointed 
time, or does not appoint an architect, or otherwise does not observe 
some condition precedent to the contractor’s liability to commence 
the work, the contractor can at once throw up the contract and bring 
an action for damages for breach by the emjDloyer (Ic). If, however, 
the contractor elects to proceed with the work, he may, according 
to circumstances, be relieved from stipulations in the contract as to 
completion to time, liquidated damages etc., and still have an action 
for damages (/). 

497. If the breacli by tlie eniployer occurs during the progress 
of the work, it depends on the particular circumstances of the 
case whether the breach goes to the root of the contract or not. 
If it goes to the root of the contract, the contractor is entitled to 


(/} Malkin V. ]Vatlci)ison (l(S7u';, L. K. (3 Exch. 2o ; London and South JFesterfi 
Rail, Co, V. Ftoer 1 C. P. D. 77 ; Hugall v. (1883), o3 L. T, 94. 

See genei'ally, titles Real Pbopektt and Chattels Real ; Landlord and 
Tenant. 

{g) Johnatone v* Milling (1883), 2 T, L. R. 105. 

(//) fjfmdoifohd South Wealern Rail, Co. v. Elov'er (1873), 1 0, P. P. 77., pef 
PiKETT, J., at p. 83, 

(t) Jhid., j>er Pknman, J,, at p. 8fi. 

(A‘; 'See p. ante. 

(1) See p. 244. posi. 
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abandon the contract and seek his remedy in damages at once. 
On the other hand, if it does not go to the root of the contract, 
he must go on and complete the work and then sue for damages 
in addition to the contract price (m). As a general rule, the longer 
the works have been in progress and the nearer they are to com- 
pletion, the less likely is it that a breach of some particular 
stipulation acts as an abandonment or rescission of the contract 
so as to entitle the contractor to treat the contract as having been 
put an end to (n). 

If the employer gives notice to the contractor not to do any 
more work, that amounts to a total breach, and entitles the 
contractor to treat the contract as rescinded {n) ; but the notice 
must be final (p). 

The contractor has always an option to treat a l)i’oach by the 
employer which goes to the root of tlie contract, and which 
w'ould have entitled him to throw up the contract, as a partial 
breach, and to continue the works to completion, and then seek his 
remedy in damages in addition to the contract price (q). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — By the Coniradvr. 

498. The entire abandonment of the work by the contractor will 
justify the employer in treating the contract as having been 
rescinded by the contractor (r). The same considerations apply, 
in the case of breach of particular stipulations by the contractor, 
as in the case of similar breach by the employer (a). But 
where the contract provides that the contractor shall observe 
particular stipulations of the contract, such as a prescribed rate of 
progress, completion to time etc., under penalty of forfeiture of the 
contract, the breach of such a stipulation by the contractor may 
entitle the employer to exercise liis powers of forfeiture (t), 

Sect. 2, — Damages for Breach of ContracL 
Sub-Sect. 1. — Damages for Default of the Contravtor, 

499. Although the employer has paid the contract price, he may 
bring an action for damages for the incomplete performance of the 
contract (c), while in case the price under an entire contract has not 
been paid,' the contractor cannot recavar it if he has not performed 
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(m) Hosking v. Pahang Corporation, Ltd, (1891), 8 T. L. E. 125. See also 
Mersey Sted and Iron Co, v. Naylor, Iknzoti cfe Go, (1881), 9 App. Cas. 424, per 
Lord Blackburn, at pp. 442, 443 ; Bhymney Bail Co, v. Brecon and Merthyr 
Tydfil Junction Bail, Co, (1900), 69 L. J. (CH.) 813. 

(«) Cornwall v. Henson, [1900] 2 Ch. 29S, 303. 

Ip) Cort Y, Ambei'gate etc. Bail Go. (1851), 17 Q. B. 127. 

(p) SocidU Qdn&rale de Paris y, Mildcrs (1883), 49 L. T. 55; Bartholomew y> 
Marhwich (1864), 16 C. B. (n. S.) 711; Mersey Sled and Iron Co, v. Naylor, 
Benzon & Co,, supra, * # 

{q) Frost Y, Knight (1872), L. R. 7 Exch. Ill, per Cookbukn, 0-J., at p. 112. 
(r) Mersey Sted and Iron Co, v. Naylor, Benzon & Co,, supra, 

(a) See p. 238, ante. 
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the contract, but will be liable in damages to the employer for 
the breach (d). In estimating such damages, however, the value 
to the employer of the work done would have to be taken into 
consideration. 

Where the employer has accepted work which has not been 
performed in strict conformity to the terms of the contract, but has 
reserved any claim he may have for defective performance (e), the 
employer may be entitled, depending on the terms of the reserva- 
tion, to a reduction of the price payable to the contractor. 

Subject to the Statute of Limitations (/), the lapse of time does 
not absolve the contractor from his liability for defective work, 
although it may make it more difficult to prove that the work was 
defective (<y). 

500. The measure of damages for failure by the contractor to 
complete a building or engineering contract will include, first, the 
dilference (if any) between the price of the work as agreed upon in 
the contract and the cost the employer is actually put to in its 
completion (k), and, secondly, any loss of rent of tlic building, or 
any loss of use of the building which may accrue to the employer in 
consequence of any delay in obtaining the completed building or 
^vorks through the contractor’s breach of contract (i). The right to 
recover the second item of damage is dependent on whether the use 
for which the building or works were intended was within the con- 
templation of the parties at the time when the contract was made. 
In certain cases, the measure of damages maybe the loss of interest 
on the cost of the contract works, and of the land on which they are 
constructed (j). 

501. Where the employer intends to use the building for some 
special purpose which is unknown to the contractor, the employer is 
entitled to recover as damages for the breach of contract the loss of 
use of the building for the purpose for which the contractor might 


(d) Waters v. Towers (1853), 8 Exch. 401. 

(c) As was the case in Qillcspity. llowden (1885), 22 Sc. L, R. 527. 

(/) See title Limitation of Actions. 

(ff) M'lniyre v. Gnllacher (1883), 11 It. (Ct. of Sees.) (U. 

(5) Thornton v. Place (1832), 1 Moo. & R. 218 ; Chapel v. Ilkkea (1833), 2 
Cr. & M. 214; Poriman Y,Middlet<m (1858), 27 L. J. (c. P.) 231 ; Elbhiger Actien 
Oesellschaft Armstrong L. R. 9 Q. B. 473; Welch j Perrin As Co. v. 

Anderson <Jfc Oo. (1891), 61 L. J. (q. B.) 167. 

(i) Vletcher v. Tayleur (1855), 25 L. J. (c. P.) 65 ; Waters v. Towet's (1853), 
8 Exch. 401; Hydraulic Engintering Co. v. McIIaffic (1878), 4 Q. B. D. 670; 
Cory V, Thames Ironworks Go, (1868), L. R. 3 Q. B. 181 ; Re Trent and Humber 
Vo., Ex parte Cambrian Steam Packet Co. (1868), 4 Ch. App. 112; Gillespie v. 
Howden^ supra; Marshall v. Macintosh (1898), 78 L. T. 750. 

(i) Shepherd v, Pybus (1842), 3 Man. & G. 868 ; Wilson v. General Iron Screw 
Colliery Co. (18*7), 47 L. J. (q. b.) 239, 240. See also cases as to damages for 
the loss of the use of ships {The Greta Holme, [1897] A. 0. 596; The 
Mediana, [1900J A. 0. 113; The Marpessa, [1906] P. 95). Compare S 7 nith v. 
Johnson ( 1899 ), 15 T. L, R. 179, whore the builder used improper mortar, in 
oonsequen<» of which tho local authority caused the building to be pulled down, 
and the building owner recovered both the cost of pulling down and rebuilding 
and the groxmd rent for the time oocupiod in doing so. See, generally, title 
Damages. 
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have reasonably supposed it was to be used, if the employer has 
actually sustained damage to that extent (A). 

If, by reason of the construction not being such as was stipulated 
for in the contract, the work is not only useless to the employer, 
but actually causes damage to him, as by the breaking of a 
drain defectively constructed by tlie contractor (1), or by the bursting 
of an engine supplied by the contractor (w?.), a further element of 
damages is introduced, namely, compensation incurred for injuries 
occasioned by tho accident. 

502 . It has been held that where defects in the performance of the 
work contracted for remain undiscovered owing to tho negligence and 
default of persons employed by the employer to supervise the work, 
the utmost which the employer is entitled to recover is the sum which 
it would liave cost to remedy the defects at the time when they might 
have been discovered by the exercise of reasonable diligence (//). 

503 . Damages for non -completion to time will include a sum 
sufficient to compensate the employer for not having the use of the 
building or works between the expiration of the time limited by the 
contract (o) and the time when tho work was completed. No 
damages can be recovered for the loss of the use of the building for 
any special purpose unless such purpose can reasonably be supposed 
to have been in the contemplation of the parties when they entered 
into the contract (p). These sums are recoverable in cases where 
the contract does not provide for liquidated damages for delay {q), 
or where liquidated damages are provided for, but the stipulation 
to that effect has ceased to bo applicable (r). 

504 . In the case of defective work done by the contractor the 
employer may defend an action for the price on the ground of breach 
of the contract, and counterclaim for tho damages which he has 
sustained. The reduced value of the work owing to its defective con* 
struction may be an element of such damages (s), or he may bring 
an independent action against the contractor (^) ; and the fact that 
he has not attempted to counterclaim in a previous action by the 
contractor will not operate to preclude him from bringing the 
independent action (u). Even when the employer has in an action 

(k) Cory V. Thames Ironworks Co. (1868), L. K. 3 Q,. 11. 181. 

(/) Mowbray v. Merry weather, [1895] 2 Q. 11. 640, C.- A. 

\m) Mackay v. Bannister (1885), 16 Q,. B. D. 174,^^^ Pollock, B., at p. 176. 

\n) Re Trent and Humber Co., Ex parte Cambrian Steam Packet Co. (1868), 1 
Cli. App. 112. 

(o) Wilson y. General Iron Screw Colliery Co. (1877), 47 L. J. (q. jj.) 239. 

(p) This is on the analogy of a tenant who covenants to give up in good 
H'pair, and does not do so, being obliged to compensate his landlord for the loss 
of rent during the period occupied in doing the repairs {Birch v. Clifford (1891), 

8 T. L. R. 103). 

(7) See p. 243, post 

(r) See p. 244, post. In this latter case the loss must be estimated from the date 
vrhoii, considering all the circumstances, the contractor ought to have completed. 

(s) Mondel v. Steel (1841), 8 M. & W. 858. • 

(t) Compare Jones v. Bright (1829), 5 Bing. 533 ; Poulton v. Lattimore (1829), 

9 B. (& C. 259 ; Mondel v.. Steel, supra. 

(a) Bigge v. Burhidge (1846), 16 M. & W. 598; Davis v. Hedges (1871), L. R. 6 
Q. B. 687, 690. 
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by the contractor obtained a reduction of the price on account of 
detective work, he may yet bring an action for particular items 
of damage which could not have been recovered in the former 
action (a), 

Sim-SECT. 2. — Dtnmiges for the Dpfanlt (f the Employer. 

605 . As before stated (6), claims by the contractor on account of 
defaults by the employer fall into two classes : first, where there is 
a breach by tlio employer going to the root of the contract, and the 
contractor does not proceed with the work ; and secondly, where 
the contractor treats the breach as partial and continues the work. 

In the first class, if the breach was previous to the commence- 
ment of the work, the measure of damages will be the amount of 
profit the contractor would have made if lio liad been allowed 
to do the work (c). If, however, ilje work lias been partially 
performed, the contractor has an option to bring his action either 
for damages for hreacli of contract, or for the fair and reasonable 
value of the work actually executed and of Uie matei'ials supplied 
ignoring the contract, or he can sue for both alternatively (fi). 

In the second class, where the contractor continues the work, 
the most usual circumstances which give rise to claims are delay 
in giving the contractor possession of the site or in the supply of 
drawings, or suspension of the works caused by some act or omission 
of the employer and a consequent increase of expense in the per- 
formance of the works (>). Such claims also arise where the con- 
tractor becomes liable in damages to a sub-contractor through 
the default of the employer, in which case, if the existence of the 
sub-contract is known to the employer, it would seem that the con- 
tractor could claim, as an element of damages against the employer, 
the damages wliich he has to pay to the sub-contractor (/). 

A contractor may also be entitled to damages for the loss of 
the use of his plant kept idle in consequence of the default of the 
employer and various other items of damage depending on the 
circumstances ig). 

Skct. 3 . — Penalties and Liquidated Damages, 

ScB-Si:cT. l.—In General 

606 . In order to secure the punctual execution of building and 
engineering contracts it is a common practice to insert stipulations 


(a) Mimdel v. Steel (1841), 8 M. & W. 858. 

(5) See p. 238, ante. 

(c) On the principle invoJvod in Inchhald v. Western NeilfjJierry Coffee Co, 
(1864), 17 C. 33. (n, S.) 733. Sre also Masterion v. Brooklyn Corporation (184dk 
7 Hill (K. Y.) 61, 69. 

(d) Ladder v. Slowey^ [1904] A. C. 442, 453, 

(e) Lawson y. Wallasey Local Board (1883), 48 L. T. 5()7. 

(/) SeemSuwdon v. Jndrew (1874), 30 L. T. 23. 

(g) On the analogy of cases of tiie loss of services of a ship, in which the 
damages recoverable are not restricted to “tangible pecuniary loss,** Le., a 
definite sum out of pocket owing to the loss of the services. See The Greta 
Molme^ [1897] A* 0. 596, jr>er Lord Hbrschell, at p. 604; The Mediana. 119003 
At 0. 13; The Marpessa, [1906] P. 95. » l j 
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therein that, in the event of the works not being completed by 
a stipulated time, a sum or sums of money shall be payable by 
the contractor to the employer (//), This may be by way either 
of penalty or of liquidated damages. If the effect is to provide for 
the payment of a penalty, it binds neither party as to amount; 
but if the effect is to provide for the payment of liquidated damages, 
it is binding on both parties because they have themselves assessed 
the damages for the breach of contract (i). The usual stipulation 
is for a payment of so much per week or per day for delay after the 
expiration of the period fixed for comiffetion. Where a sum of so 
much per day is fixed, Sundays and other holidays must be included 
in the computation, unless the damages are fixed at so much for 
each ** working day ” (/c). 

507 . Whether the sum or sums of money payable by tlie 
contractor in case of delay arc to be treated as liquidated damages 
or a penalty is a question for tlie judge, and depends on the 
intention of the parties, to be ascertained from the terms of the 
contract (1). 

The payment of so mucli per week or per day for delay 
has in many cases been held to be liquidated damages (7?i), so 
also has the payment of a single sum for non-completion to 
time (n). 

SuB-SEor. 2 . — Release of Liquidated Damages or Remliin in General, 

508 . Where the liquidated damages are stipulated for at so much 
per day or per week, there must be a definite date from which they 
are to run. If no such date is fixed by the contract, or if by the 
operation of intervening circumstances the date fixed by the contract 
has ceased to be operative, and there is no provision in the contract 
under which another date can be substituted, all right to recover 
the sum stipulated for as liquidated damages has been put an 
end to (o), because there is no date from which the penalties 
can run. 

In many cases the time fixed by the contract ceases to be 
applicable on account of some act or default of the employer or his 
architect. A provision, tlierefore, is generally inserted, in order to 
avoid such acts or defaults destroying the right to liquidated 
damages, by which the architect is empowered to grant an exten- 
sion of time in certain specified events, and the contractor is 
hound, in case such an extension has been properly granted, to 


(/i) Legge v. Harlovk (1848), 12 U. 13. 101 

(0 See Lowe v, /Vers (1768). 4 Hurr. 2226; and title Damages. 

(&) Brown v, Johnson (1842), 10 M. & \V. 3r31. 

(/) See further, title Damages. 

(m) Johnston v. Robertson (1861). 23 Duul. (Ct. of Sess.) 646 ; Crux v. Aldred 
(1866). 14 W. R. 656; Bonsall v. Htjrne (1867), L B. 1 C. L. 573.; Re Newman, 
Ex parte Capper (1876), 4 Oh. D. ^24; haw y, Redditch Local Boai^, [1892] 1 
U. B,127,O.A.; IVhite and A7ihi/r (1901 ), 17 T. L, R. 461; (Rydefiank Engineering 
and Shipbuilding (Jo. v. Y^nierdo y Vasianvda Josi Ramos), [ 1005] A. 0, 6. 

(n) Law y. Redditch Local Board, tJijwa. 

(o) Dodd y. 0hurto7if [1897] 1 Ct B. 562. 
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complete within the extended time. This has the effect of substi- 
tuting for the time fixed by the contract a new time from which 
the liquidated damages are to run. 

But such a new time can only be substituted for the original 
time, under such a power, where the extension is given under the 
circumstances and in the events expressly stipulated by the con- 
tract (p). Thus, a power to extend the time in the event only of 
strikes or other causes beyond the contractor’s control would not 
authorise an extension of time for delay in giving to the contractor 
possession of the site (q). In such a case the contract time would 
have ceased to be applicable, because of the delay in furnishing the 
site, anvl there being no power to fix another date for delay from 
such a cause, there would be no date for completion or from which 
the liquidated damages could run. 

Liquidated damages cease to be payable where the employer 
has waived the right to insist on them, e.g., where he has failed 
to deduct or retain the liquidated damages in cases where it is 
imperative on him under the contract to do so(r). 


Sub-Sect. 3. — Release hy Inierf erence and Prevention* 

609. There are many ways in which the completion of the 
works by the contract time may be prevented by the act or default 
of the employer (,s), as, for instance, by ordering extras or not 
providing the site at the proper time, failure to supply drawings 
etc., or failure to supply any materials which the employer has 
agreed to supply. Where the effect of extras being ordered by the 
employer is to delay the contractor, it is clear that, in the absence 
of special stipulations in the contract, the date fixed for completion 
is made inapplicable and the contractor relieved from his liability 
to pay liquidated damages for delay (t). The onus lies on the 
contractor to prove that the delay was in fact caused by some act 
or omission of the employer (a). 

_ The cases relating to release from the obligation to pay 
liquidated damages for delay in consequence of some delay caused 
by the employer seem to fall into three classes : (1) where a power 
to extend the time has been properly exercised ; (2) where there 
was such a power, but it has not been properly exeicised; and 
(3) where there was no such power. 

610. In the first class of cases, the power of extension must 
have been exercised by tbe person designated, wnthin the time 
which the contract either expressly or impliedly limits for that 
purpose, in the manner and for the events stipulated in the contract. 


{p] WdU V. Army and Navy Co’-operative Society^ Lid. (1902), 86 L. T. 764. 

i r) See Lalkinyhani v. Victoria Railways Coinmisfiloi}vi\ [19001 A C 452 
s) See p. 238, ante* ' l j • - • 

t) Weetwood v. of Stale for /ndirt in Cfhmcil (1863), 7 L. T, 736 ; 

JJodd V. OhurtoVy [18971 1 U. B. 662, 

(tt) MfjtVa Ihck and Angineerin^ tV. Y. Wadey (1905), 22 T. U, E. 61. 
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Apparently the proper time for allowing an extension is when 
the event happens on which the extension depends. If, for 
example, extras are ordered which delay the work, an extension of 
time slioald be made before the time when the delay is caused 
thereby. The effect of delay caused by such an order would be to 
set the time at lar^e, at any rate for the time being, and it might be 
permanently (/;). AVlien tliis delay has once occurred the architect 
or engineer might, depending on the terms of the contract, have 
then no power to extend the time so as to reimpose on the con- 
tractor the obligation relating to liquidated damages (c). It would 
seem, however, that the extension must in any case be made at a 
reasonable time before the time limited for completion of the work 
has expired (unless there is some power in the contract to extend 
the time after completion), so that the contractor may know the 
time within which he has to complete and arrange his work 
accordingly. 

If, however, tlie contractor applies to the architect for an exten- 
sion of time and obtains it, he may thereby waive any rights to 
object to the architect’s jurisdiction which otherwise he might 
have (d), 

511. The other two cases, wdiere there is power to extend, but 
such power has not been exercised, and where there is no po\^er to 
extend, may be considered together. 

Jn either of these cases the effect of delay caused by the 
cmidoyer is to set the time at largo, and exonerate the builder from 
liquidated damages for delay ((i), the general rule of law being 
that the performance of a condition is excused by obstruction on 
the part of the obligee (/), The onus of proof of such obstruction 
lies on the obligor (<j). 

Where, however, the contractor has undertaken to do the specified 
work, togoLlier with any extras that may be ordered, within the 
specified time (h), he has by this undertaking expressly deprived 
himself of the protection of the rule, so far as concerns the 
ordering of extras. 

512. The architect, in the absence of an express stipulation to 
that effect, is not entitled to decide the question whether delay in 


[b) Dodd V- Ohuriou, [1897] 1 U. H. 

(c) Andet'sofi v. Tuapeka County Council (1900), 19 New Zealand L. R. 1, in 
which case Stout, C.J., considered the effect of all the English leading cases 
on the point. See also Murdoch v. Luckie (1897), Id Now Zealand L. R. 296, 

(rf) SattiH V. Poo/e(1901), Hndsun on Building Contracts, 8id ed., Vol. II., 
p. 637. 

(e) MnsJiell v. Sa da Bandeira (Viscount) (1802), 13 V. B. (n. s.) 149; IVestwood 
V. Secretary of State for Indui in (Jouncd (1863), 7 b. T. 730 ; J)vdd v. ChurUm^ 
supra, 

(/) Com. Dig- tit. Condition, L. (6) ; Holme v. Guppy (1838), 3 M. & W. 387 ; 
ThortMl V. NeaU (1860), 2 L. T. 539; Courtnay y. Waterford and Central 
Ireland Bail, Co, (1878), 4 L. li. Ir. 11 ; Dodd y. Churtvn, siipm. ^ See also 
Maclcay v. Dick (1881), 0 App. Cas. 2.)1. 

(g) hteel v. Bdl (1900), 3 F. (Ot. of Seas.) 319 ; Mart' a Dock and Kugineering 
Co, V. Wadey {mb), 22 T. L. R. 01. 

(A) Jones v. St, John's College, Oxford (1870), L. R. 6 Q. 13. 115; Tew y. 
Ntwhold-ou^’Avon United, District School Board (1884), 1 Cab. & El. 260. 
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the carrying out of the works has been caused by his own 
obatraction or that of the employer (i). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Release hy Failure to deduct the Liquidated Damages, 

513. Different building or engineering contracts vary in the 
manner in which they provide that the employer shall obtain 
payment of the liquidated damages for delay. 

Where it is merely provided that the employer shall be entitled 
to deduct or retain such - liquidated damages as and when they 
become due from any payments to be made to the contractor, 
without any independent covenant on the part of the contractor to 
pay the liquidated damages, the employer will lose his right to 
claim the liquidated damages which have already accrued if 
he does not so deduct them (/c). Where, however, the contract 
contains an independent covenant by the contractor to pay the 
damages, coupled with a right for the employer to deduct or retain 
them from payments to be made by him, the employer has a double 
remedy, and though he may have lost the right of deduction, he 
may still recover the liquidated damages against the contractor (a). 

Suu-Sect. o. — Release by Forfeiture, 

514. If the employer exercises his power to forfeit the contract, 
then, unless there is a provision that in that event the liquidated 
damages are still to run till the date of actual completion, he 
cannot claim liquidated damages after the date of forfeiture (6). 

If the determination of the contract by the employer with the 
work is wrongful, the remedy of the contractor is the same as in 
other cases of breach of contract (c). 

Where, however, the contract, in the case of forfeiture by the 
employer, either expressly fixes or provides means to ascertain a 
date up to which the liquidated damages are to run, or declares 
that forfeiture is not to affect in any other respect the liabilities 
of the contractor, the employer may he entitled to liquidated 
damages up to the time of actual completion (rf). 

515- Where the liability of the builder to pay liquidated damages 
for delay has ceased by reason of a forfeiture, the remedy of the 
employer may be either expressly provided for by the terms of the 


(/) Roberts v. Rary ('tnnmissioners (1S70), Jj. B. a C. P. aiO; Lawson v. 
Wallasey Local Board (1S83), 48 L. T. i)07 ; Wells v. Army andNamj Co-operative 
Society^ Ltd. (1902), 80 Ij. T. 76^1. 

(/c) Jdaciutosh v. Great Western Rail, Co. (186.5), 11 Jur. (n. s.) 681 ; Laidlaw 
V. Hastings Pier Co. (1874), Jenkins and Raymond, Aivhitect’s Tjegal Handbook, 
4th ed., p. 238. 

(o) Fletcher Y. Dyche (1787), 2 Term Pep. 32; Duckworth v. Alison (1836), 
1 M. & W. 412; Clydebank Engineering and Rhiphuildmg Co. v. Yzqui^do y 
i\ista'neda [Don Jose Ramos), [1905] A. CJ. 6. 

(6) See Re Newjnan, Ex parte Capper (1876), 4 Oh. J). 724, reversed in Court 
of Appal on other grounds, 46 L. J. (boy.) o6, 

(c) See p. 246, ante : Eelton v. (190()), Hudson on Building Contracts, 

3rd ed., Vol. Jl., p. 

{d) He Teadon Waienevrks Co. and Binns (1895), 72 L. T. 638; Simpson v. 
Trm U'irwn Conmissivners {IS9S), 32 J. L. T- 129. 
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forfeiture clause, or, in the absence of any such provision, may 
lie in an action for unliquidated damages for breach of the 
contract (e). 

Where the employer is entitled to deduct the liquidated damages 
already accrued from the payments on account, and has done so 
before forfeiture or abandonment, it would seem that the contractor 
may have to bear the loss of the liquidated damages so fai* as they 
have actually been deducted [/), 

Sub-Skct. 6. — Heltaat by Waiuer, 

616 - The employer can always expressly waive the right to 
liquidated damages by a new agreement, or, except in tlie case of a 
corporation which can only contract under seal {g), can do so by 
implication. The question of what amounts to waiver is governed 
by similar considerations as in tlie case of waiver of the right to 
forfeit the contract (/f). 

Where the architect has a general power to extend the time for 
all causes, and to take any liquidated damages due from the builder 
into account in certifying for the final balance, the right to liqui- 
dated damages will be lost if the architect certifies for the final 
balance without taking the liquidated damages into account (i). In 
such a case it will be presumed that he has extended the time for 
completion, unless it is proved or admitted that the matter has not 
been determined by him, or was not expressly or impliedly within 
his jurisdiction ( /). 

In the case of a shipbuilding contract, where there is delay in 
delivery, an employer who is not ready and willing to accept the 
ship before the contractor is ready and willing to deliver her is 
not entitled to deduct liquidated damages for delay (k). 

Suu-Sect. 7 . — Becovery of Liquidated Damages* 

517 . As before stated (Z), the provisions as to the mode of recovery 
of liquidated damages vary in different contracts. Where they are 
only allowed to be deducted, no other mode of recovery is possible. 
Where there is an independent covenant on the part of the 
contractor to pay them, they can l)e counterclaimed in an action 
by the contractor for the price, or they may be made the subject 
of a separate action, apparently even when there was a previous 
opportunity of raising the question by a counterclaim, as in the 
case of a claim for defective work (?«). 


{e) See p. 249, poet 

If) Felton V. Wharrie (190C), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. II., p. 455, per Lord Alveiistone, O.J., at p. 458. 

[g) See Kirk v. Bromley Union (1848), 2 Phil. 640. 

Ui) See p. 259, post. 

(i) Arnolds. Walk&r (1869), 1 F. & F. 671 ; LaidXaw v. Eastings Pier Co. (1874), 
Jenkins and Eaymond, Architect’s Legal Handbook, 4th ed., p, 238. 

(j) Jones v. St. John*8 College^ Oxford (1870), L. E. 6 Q. B. JL15; British 
Thomson Houston Co. y. West Brothers (1903), 19 T. L. E, 493. 

(k) Forrest & Son, Ltd* y. Aramayo (1900), 83 L. T. 336. 

\l) See p. 246, anU. 

(m) Davis v. Hedges (1871), L. E. 60,. B. 687. See also cases cited in note (a), 
p. 246, anU, 
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Building Contracts, ExVGinkkrs, and Architects. 

In the absence of express provision, a certificate from the 
architect to the effect that liquidated damages have accrued 
is not a condition precedent to the right to deduct, set off, or sue 
for them (n). 

The condition that the sums payable shall be “ as and for liqui- 
dated damages ” is generally in favour of the contractor (o). 

Sun-SKcr. S. - Uvrovery vf Uidiqnidatfd Danuu/fS when liifjht to Liquidated 

Damages has gonv, 

518. Where the time fixed by the contract has ceased to be 
applicable in consequence of some delay by the employer, and con- 
sequently his right to liquidated damages has gone, he can have no 
claim for unliquidated da-mages provided tlie builder completes 
within a reasonable time (p). Tf in such a case the builder should 
not complete within a reasonable time, the question arises whether 
the employer is entitled to unliquidated damages, and if so, what 
the measure of those damages is. 

This question does not appear to have ever been decided. It is 
suggested, however, that where the employer is the cause of the 
delay he could not recover more than the rate per day or per week, 
as the case may ])e, of the liquidated damages stipulated for by the 
contract {q). 

Sect. 4. — Specific Performance, 

519. The courts will not grant specific performance of an 
ordinary building or ongineeriiig contract (r), although in the case 
of a building agreement where the consideration is the grant of a 
lease (s) such relief can be given (/). 

A contractor, however, may in certain cireumslances obtain an 
injunction to prevent the employer from expelling him from the 
works pending arbitration under the contract (w). 


(?<) See Carter y. Laudry (1 880), 3 Pugsley and Bur bridge, New Bruns wiok, olO. 

(o) Re Oarrnd, Ex parte Newitt (1881), 16 Oh. D. 522, per Bkett, J., at 
p. 529; “ The words ‘as and for liquidated damages* are inserted in favour 
of the builder. If they were not there, the landownor could also bring an 
action for damages for the breach of the agreement.” 

(p) Tyers v. Rosedale and Ferryhill Iron Co. (1875), L. R. lOExch, 195 ; ami 
compare Ford v. Coiestuorth (1870), L. E. 5 Q. B. 5-1 -J. 

(q) The employer having by the contract estimated the amount of injury 
delay would cause him, it would seem inequitable, when by the fault of the 
employer the provision as to liquidated damages has ceased to be applicable, 
that the contractor should be liable to pay a greater sum jier day for delay. * 

(r) Lucas V. Commer/ord (1790), 3 Bro. C. 0. 1G6; Moseley v. Virgin n’796) 

3 Yes. 184 ; Soufli Wales Rail, Co. v. Wythes (1854), 1 IC. & j. 186 ; Gremhill y. 
Jsleof Wight {Newport Junctimi) Rail. Co. (1871), 23 L. T. 885; Merchants' 
Trading Co. v. Ra7in€r (1871), 1.. E. 12 Eq. 18 ; Wood y. Silcock (1884) 50 
L, T. 251. \ 

(«) See p. 159, a7ite. 

(t) Olley y. Fisher (1886), 34 Ch. I). 367 ; Lowthery, Heaver (18891, 41 Oh. I). 
248. See aIso,U/f6i'« v. Smith (1864), 11 L. T. 298; lle^Mrii y. Leather (1884),' 
50 L. T, 060 ; Wolverhamptoii Corj)oratio7i v. Emmons, [1901] 1 K. B. 515 '• 
Moly^ieux v. Richard, [1906] 1 Ch. 34. ^ 

(w) Oarretty. Saluhury and Dorset Junction Rail. Cq. (1866), L. B. 2 Eq. 358; 
Foster and Dicksee v. Hastings Corpm'atkm (1903), 87 L. T. 736. As to the 
circumstances in which such relief will not be given see Jennmgs v. Brighton 
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On the other hand, where railway and other companies have 
agreed to execute accommodation works under or in consideration of 
the passing of their Acts, they may be ordered specifically to 
perform their agreements {w), unless the court is of opinion that 
justice between the parties can be better done by an inquiry as to 
damages than by a decree for specific performance (-r). 


Part XII.— Forfeiture. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

520 . In building and engineering contracts it is usual to insert 
a provision empowering tlie employer to forfeit certain rights or 
property of the contractor on the occurrence of certain events. 
Thus the employer may be empowered to take possession of the 
work so far as it has been performed, and to complete the work 
either by himself or by employing some other contractor. The 
employer may also be empowered to take possession of or retain 
property of the contractor, such as materials, plant, or money 
already due to the contractor. 

A power to determine the contract must be exercised in an 
unqualified manner, and by some act evincing the intention to do 
so Oy). On the other hand, no writing or any particular formality 
is necessary, if not provided for in the contract, so long as there is 
sufficient to show that the power has actually been exorcised {a). 

Sect. 2. — Wrongful Forfeiture. 

621 . If the employer purports to determine the contract or to 
take possession of the property of the contractor when the contract 
does not empower him to do so (I;), or if he exceeds his powder under 
a forfeiture clause either by exercising the power when the event 
on which it is conditioned has not in fact happened, or, if it has 
happened, the event has been caused by the acts or defaults of the 
employer himself or his agents (c), or where the stipulated notice 


Intercepting and Outfall Sewera Board (1872), 4 Be G. J. & S. 735, ii. ; Munro 
V. Wivenhoe and Brighilhnjara Rail. Co, (1805), 4 Be G. J . & 8. 723 ; and generally, 
title Specific Perfohmance. 

(w) See Foriesciie v. LoaUoithid and Fowey Hail. Co., [181M] 3 Uli. 621 ; a7id 
title Compulsory PuROirASE anu Compensation. 

(sc) Wilaonw. Northampton and Banbury Junction Rail, (h, (1874), 9 Ch. App. 
279, 285. 

( 2 /) As iu the castj of a licence to mine {liolerta v. Davey (1833), 4 B. & Ad. 
464). Merely sending an agent to “ keep an eye on the operations of the 
builder, and to prevent him from removing materials contrary to the contract, 
[Joe's not amount to an election to forfeit {Mursden v. SamU/l (1^80), 43 L. T. 
120). See also J)rew v, Joaolyne (1887), 18 U. B. T). 590. 

(u) Brew V, Joaohjne^ supra ^ per Bowkn, Ij.J., at}), 597. 

(h) Felton v. li'harrie (liJOC), Hudson on lUiildiug I'ontracts, Srded,, Vol. II., 
p. 455. 

(c) Ladder V. tVowey, [1904] A. C, 442. 
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(if any) ia not given before the forfeiture, or where the forfeiture 
is by the architect without proper authority (^^), the action of the 
employer, if followed by ousting the contractor from the works, 
will be a breach going to the root of the contract, and the remedy 
of the contractor is as in other cases of such a breach of contract (e). 
In such a case the contractor has an option to bring an action for 
the actual value of the work and labour done and materials supplied, 
or for damages (/). • 

If the right to forfeit depends on a certificate by the architect, 
which by the terms of the contract is final and conclusive, and 
that certificate is given under a mistaken view of the circum- 
stances, but honestly and in good faith, the forfeiture is not 
wrongful on that account ((f). If, however, the architect gives such 
a certificate fraudulently, and the employer, either with or without 
knowledge of the fraud, purports to exercise the right to forfeit, the 
forfeiture is wrongful (h). 

522. As a general rule, the court will not. restrain the employer 
from even wrongfully exercising the power of forfeiture, as the 
contractor can be compensated in damages for any loss he may 
sustain by reason of the forfeiture. The court will not force the 
employer to employ a person to perform the works to whom he 
reasonably or unreasonably objects (i). Such a relief would be 
analogous to specific performance (;). In an exceptional case where 
there was an arbitration clause by which the validity of the deter- 
mination of the engineer, on which the right to forfeit was based, 
might be questioned, an interim injunction pending the arbitration 
was granted (k). 

The employer, however, on proper grounds, and on giving the 
usual undertaking in damages, may obtain an injuncfcion restrain- 
ing the contractor from proceeding with the works (1). 

In case the employer has wrongfully exercised his power of 
forfeiture, there may be an inquiry as to what sums liave been 
properly expended by the employer in completing the work since 
he took possession for the purpose of ascertaining the damages 
incurred by the contractor (»«). 


(<2) Garrett v. Salishuri/ and Dorset Junvfion Rail. Co. (186G), L. E. 2 Eq, 
358 ; Boherts y. Bury (fmnmisfiioiiers (1870), L. E. •") C. P. 310. 

(e) Boo7te V. JTacJcney Rnhlic Baths Commissioners The (17 Decem- 

ber, ISI'l.j), p. 420; and moo p. 242, (wte. 
if) Ladder v. JSlowey. [ liKM | A. 4 J2. 

(y) As in the case of other <H‘rfificatos. See BroR v. Liverpool Corporation 
(ISO'S), 3 De Q. & J. 334 ; Vlar/.e v. IVntson (1800), IS 0. B. (jv. s.) 278. 

(/O Smith V. Ifowdeii Union Rural Sanitary Authority (1890), Pludson on 
Building Contracts, Sided., Vol. II., p. 151, 

(/) Garrett v. Bamiead Downs and Epsom Downs Rail. Co. (1804), 12 L. T. 
654, per ICnigut Buuce, L.J., at p. 054. 

(j) Mtinro V, Witffinhoe and Briyhtlinysea Rail, Co. (ISGO), 12 L. 005, 
per Kkighj IKtUCE, L.J., at p. 057. 

(/.:) Foster and Didsee v. Dadings Corporation (1903), 87 L. T. 730. 

(/) Cork Corporation v. Roomy (1881), 7 L. R. Ir. loi. 

{tn) Macintosh v. Gmt ITaUrn Rail. Co, (180:J), 1 De O. J. & S, 443* 
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Bkct. 3 , — Forfeiture oj the Contract 

ISttb-Skct. 1 . — In OencraL 

523 . Forfeiture " is more or less a loose term, but generally it 
is used as meaning the taking possession of works, which the con- 
tractor is carrying out under a contract, and completely ousting 
him from the site. The clause in the contract which gives this 
power may give a right to complete the contract at the expense of 
the contractor and to use, and sometimes use up, his plant and 
materials. The proper exercise of such a power does not deter- 
mine the contract ; it merely alters the rights of the parties, in an 
agreed method. The powers of the architect or engineer in such a 
case may be expressly provided for, or the continuance of his 
powers may be left indefinite. 

If the employer has forfeited the contract, and afterwards enters 
into a new agreement with the contractor for the latter to complete 
the work, the special conditions of the former contract as to for- 
feiture and as to certificates being conditions precedent to payment 
do not apply unless they are expressly incorporated in the new 

contract 00* 

The right of forfeiture may be stipulated to accrue either (1) on 
the bankruptcy of the contractor only, or (2) on his bankruptcy 
and also on the occurrence of other events, or (3) on the occurrence 
of other events only. The validity of a right to forfeit on the 
bankruptcy of the contractor is dependent on the nature of what is 
stipulated to he forfeited (o). 

In addition to bankruptcy, forfeiture is usually conditioned upon 
the happening of one or more of the following events : (1) not 
commencing the work(p); (2) not regularly proceeding with the 
work for some fixed number of days {q ) ; (3) not proceeding to the 
satisfaction of the employer, or of the architect (/*) ; (4) not pro- 
ceeding wdth such despatch as, in the opinion of the architect, will 
enable the works to be duly completed by the time stipulated (s) ; 
(5) not continuing with the work (a) ; (6) not proceeding in the 
manner required by tlie architect or not complying with his 
orders and directions (c) ; (7) not performing the work as speci- 
fied (d), or not observing some stipulation of the contract (c), or 


(w) Walker v, London and North Western Bail, Co. (1870), 1 C. P. T). 518; 
Wood V. Tendring Rural Sanitary Authority (1886), 3 T. L. E. 272. 

(o) See p. 254, post. 

ip) Mohan and Ilolrrm v. Dundalk, Newry^^and Grtenore Rail. Co. (1880), G 

L. E. Ir. 477. 

(fl) Re Oarrud, Ex parte Neuntt (1881), 16 Ch. D. 522; Re Walker, Ex parte 
Barter, Ex parte Black (1884), 26 Oh. 1). 510. 

(r) Davies v. Swansea Corporation (1853), 22 L. J, (ex.) 297 ; Stadhard v. T^e 
(1863), 3 B. <& S. 364. 

(fl) Brown v. Bateman (1867), L. E. 2 C. P. 272 ; Roberts v. Bury Commissioners 
(1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 310 ; Arterial Drainage Co* v. Rathangan River Drainage 
E6aW(1880), 6 L. E. Ir. 513 ; Cork Corporations. Romiey (1881), 7Ti. E. Ir. 191. 
(a) Roach v. Great Western Rail. Co. (1841), 10 L. J. (q. B.) 89. 

i 6) Walker v. London and North Western Rail. Co., supra, 
cj Hunt V. South Eastern Rail. Co. (1875), 45 L. J. (q. b.) 87. 
a) Mohan and Holmes v. DwndaJk, Newry, and Greenore hail. Co., supra. 
e) Stevens v. Taylor (1860), 2 F, & F. 419. 
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being guilty of any default (/) ; (8) not completing as stipulated (c/), 
or by the time agreed (/0,or not completing under tlie direction and 
to tlie satisfaction of the surveyor (i) ; (0) leaving the works in an 
unfinished state (A); (10) failing, after the ])roper notice, to rectify 
defective work (0 ; (11) removing materials from the site (m) ; 
(12) not maintaining the works (n). 

Stni-SEfrr. 2 . — On Hanhruptry of the Coniracior. 

524 . A provision empowering the employer to forfeit the contract 
on the bankruptcy of the contractor is introduced into building and 
engineering contracts for the purpose of preventing the contractor's 
trustee in bankruptcy from electing to complete the contract (o). 
Such a provision is valid, if it is coupled with a stipulation that the 
contractor's contract shall be a personal one {j)), and further, so far 
as the forfeiture affects the mere licence of the contractor to enter 
the site, il would secra tljat the revocation of that licence can be 
conditioned on bankruptcy {q). The trustee, however, would he 
entitled to enter the site to remove any property of the bankrupt in 
respect of wliich the employer had no right under the contract (;). 

Sect, 4. — Forfeiture of Property of the Contractor. 

8uu-Skct. 1 . — In General. 

525. The powers of forfeiture of property belonging to the con- 
tractor which are conferred on the employer by particular building 
contracts usually extend to one or more of the following subjects : 
(1) the property in the materials brought on to the site (or appro- 
j)riated to the work) which have not yet been physically annexed 
to the work(«); (2) the property in the contractor’s plant, such as 
scaflblding and machinery (^) ; and (3) the property in the money 
retained by the employer, but due to tlie contractor for work already 
done at the time the right of forfeiture is exercised («). 

In addition or alternatively to the forfeiture of such property, it 


(/) Garvdt v. Salishury and Doreet Junction Hail. Co. (ISGC), L. 11, 2 Eq. jjS. 
If/) Baker v. Gray (1850), 25 L. J. (o. P.) 101. 

(h) Tooth V. Ilallett (1800), 4 Ch. App. 242; Marsden y. Samlell (1880), 
28 W. K. 9o2. 

(/) Hunt V. Bishyp (1853). S Exch. 675. 

Gc) Be Garrud, Ex parte Newitt (1881), 1(5 Ch. I>. 522. 

(Q Arterial Drainage Co.v. Bathangan Biver Drainage Board (1880), 6 L. II. Ir. 
513. 

(w>) Marsden y. Samhell, supra. 

Ui) Walker y. Londim and North Western Rail, Co, (1876), 1 C, P. D. 518. 

(o) See title BANKKUPrcY and Insolvency, Vol. 11 ., p. 162. 

Be Walker, Ex parte Gould (1884), 13 Q. B. ll. 454. See title Bank- 
EurroY AND Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 137, 138, 146 eeq. 

{</) As a mere licence does not seem to be included in tlie definition of 
** property ” in s. 168 of the bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 62). 

(r) As to ve.sting of materials in the employer, see pp. 260 et seg.j post. 

(s) Tripp y. Armitage (1839), 4 M. & W. 687; Roach v. Great Westerti Rail. 
Co. (1841% 10 li. J. (q. b.) 89 ; Davies y. Swansea Corporation (1853), 22 L. J. 
(ex.) 297 ; Be Oarrud, Ex parte Newitty supra. 

{t) Roach V. Great Western Rail. Co., supra. 

(a) Ibid.; Davies v. Swansea Corporation, supra; Mohan and Holmes v. 
Du7idalk, Newry, and Greenore Bail. Co, (1880), 6 L, E. Ir. 477, 
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is often provided that, on the happening of the event entitling the 
employer to exercise the right, the employer shall have (^1) the 
right to use or use up the contractor's materials and plant to 
complete the work (h ) ; (2) a right to procure and pay for all labour 
and materials at the contractor’s expense (c) ; (3) the right after 
completion to sell any surplus material to recoup the employer for 
any loss he may have sustained (d) ; (4) a right to payment from 
the contractor for any loss sustained in completing (c). 

526. Where a forfeiture clause only gives the employer a right 
to seize the materials on the site and use tliein for the purpose of 
completing the work, the property in those materials docs not i)ass 
to the employer until they are actually built into the work (/). In 
the case of jjlant such a clause docs not pass the property at all (o'), 
though where the plant has been seized under such a clause the 
contractor or his trustee in bankruptcy is lial)le in damages if 
he removes the plant prior to comf»Ietion (h). The reason of this is 
that the word use ” has a different meaning as api)lied to materials, 
such as bricks and timber, in which case it means to consume by 
building into the work, and as applied to plant, such as scaffolding, 
in which case it means to employ without consuming (i), except in 
the case of such plant as becomes part of the structure by being so 
affixed or covered up that it cannot be removed. Further, in the 
absence of a valid clause vesting the materials in the employer, a 
right to a lien on such materials after notice is lost, it before the 
notice is given on which the right to a lien arises the property 
liable to forfeiture is seized by the sheriff under an execution 
against the contractor (k). 

527. Where a contract is forfeited, and the omiJoyer has no power 
to seize or use the materials or plant, the contractor has a reason- 
able time after the date of forfeiture to enter upon the site to 
remove his materials or plant, as the case may be, but this is not 
so if the contractor himself has rescinded the contract, in which 
case he is not entitled to enter on the premises to remove the 
plant after the date of the rescission (Z). This is on the analogy 
of the case of other licensees, wlio under revocable licences have a 
right to notice of revocation, aiul a reasonable time afterwards to 
remove their goods (m). 

[h) Tripp V. Armitage {18:jy), 4 M. & W. GST ; Baker v. Gray (18r>6), 20 li. J. 
(c. P.) 161 ; Mohan and Holmes v. Dundalk^ Neurry, and Greenore Bail, Go, (1880), 
6 L. R Ir. 47 T, 

(c) Stadhard v. Lee (1863), 3 B. & S. 364 ; Walker v. London and North 
Western Bail, Co. (1876), 1 C. P. D. 018; Be Walker, Ex parte Barter, Ex parte 
Black (1884), 26 Ch. D. 510. 

{d) Garrett v. Salisbury and Dorset Junction Bail, Co, (1866), L. li. 2 Eq, 3oS. 

((j) Mohan and Holmes v- Dundalk, Netvry, and Greenore Rail, Co., supra; Be 
Walker, Ex parte Barter, Ex parte Black, supra, 

(/) Baker v. Gray, supra, 

(g) Be Winter, Ex jmrte Bolland (1878), 8 Ch. D. 225. 

(h) Haivthoi'n v. Newcastle-upon-Tyne and North Shields Bail, Co, (1842). 3 

Q. B. 734, n. ; Be Winter, Ex parte Bolland, supra, ' 

(i) See Poulton v. WiUori (1858), 3 F. F. 403, 

(k) Byford V. Btutsell, [1907] 2 K. B. 522. 

(J) Marsden v. Samhell (1880), 28 W. K. 952. 

(m) Mellor v. Watkins (1874), L. R. 9 Q. B. 400, 
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. - SxTB-SECiT. 2.“--jF*or/ei^wre cn Banfe*wp<cy. 

528. A proviHion in a building or engineering contract providing 
that any property of the contractor shall be forfeited to the employer 
in the event of the contractor’s bankruptcy is void as against 
the trustee in bankruptcy so far as it purports to transfer to the 
employer property not already vested in hliu (n). Apparently, 
however, such a provision is good as between the contractor and 
the employer (o). 

If, however, the property in that wliicili is descrioed as being 
subject to forfeiture on bankruptcy is previously to the bankruptcy 
vested in the employer (p), or if he lias had from the beginning 
of the contract a lien on this property ((/), a power to seize such 
property is valid, subject, however, in the case of property vested 
in the employer to the docti ine of reputed ownership (/). 

529. Ill the case of building contracts it is a question of fact 
how far materials and plant vested in the employer are in the 
reputed ownership of the contractor. Apparently, however, the 
contractor would be held to be the reputed owner of plant in the 
absence of notice, as, for instance, by the plant being marked with 
the employer’s name (s) or some other person’s, or of a generally 
known custom to hire plant. As regards materials the decided 
cases seem to be inconsistent. In the case of contracts to build 
ships, the custom of shipbuilders building ships in their yards for 
other persons is so well known that the materials will not be held 
to be in the reputed ownership of the contractor (a) ; while in the 
case of building contracts it depends ujion circumstances whether 
the materials are so far in the order and disposition of the contractor 
as to constitute him the reputed owner thereof (b), 

630. If a forfeiture is conditioned to occur on bankruptcy or on 
other events and is exercised by reason of the bankruptcy of the 
contractor, the same considerations apply as in the case of forfeitui'e 
on bankruptcy alone, while if the forfeiture is exej cised by reason of 
the happening of the other events, the additional power to forfeit in 
the case of bankruptcy is immaterial. For the trustee in bankruptcy, 
if he elects to carry on the contract, is in the same position as the 


(n) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. lo2, and see also 
Higginbotham v. Holme (1811), 19 Ves. 88, 92; lie Jeavom^ Ex parte Macicay, 
Ex parte Brown (18715), 8 Cli. App. 643 ; lie Harrison^ Ex parte Jay (1880), 14 
Ch.1). 19. 

(o) lie Harrison t Ex parte Jay, supra, per Cotton, L.J., at p. 26: “Though 
the contract is good as between the parties to it, it is on principle void in the 
event of the builder’s bankruptcy.” 

(p) Hart V. Porthgain Harbour Co,, lAtL, [1903] 1 Oh. 690. See, as to the 
vesting of materials etc., pp. 260 et stq,, post, 

{q\ See, as to lien, p. 265, post. 

i rS See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 173—181. 

5) Someij^iinhs valuable materials are marked with the employer’s name. 

(a) Woo^ V. Russell (1822), 6 B. & Aid. 942 ; Clarke v. Spence (1836), 4 Ad. & 
El. 448, 472; Holderness v. Rankin (1860), 28 Beav. 180; Swaimton v. Clay 
(1863), 4 Giff. 187 ; Re Attwat&r, Ex parte Waits (1861S), 32 L. J. (boy.) 35. 

(h) Re WeibMng, Ex parte Ward, [1902] 1 K. B. 713. See title Bankrtotcst 
ANU INSOLVENOY, V<A, TI., p. 177. 
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contraotoir, and ia as much bound as the contractor was by the stipu* Sww. ♦. 
tations of the contract, and the employer is entitled to exercise the 
power of forfeiture as against the trustee for any act or default which of PnpSftr 
would have given him a right to forfeit as against the contractor (c). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — Forfeiture on Events other than Bankruptcy. 

531. Where the right to forfeiture accrues on the happening of Pnssingofthe 
B(une event other than bankruptcy, and the employer properly 
exercises his right (<i), the property in tlie thing to be forfeited 

passes to him, subject to the terms of tlje contract. 

532. A forfeiture of tlio contractor’s property may be stiimlated Absolute and 
to be eitlicr an absolute transfer or a qualified one. That is to 

say, either it may be provided in the contract that projicity whicli ^ 
belonged to tlie contractor before the forfeiture is to become tlie 
property of tlie employer, or it may be provided that the property 
of the contractor should be used, used up, or retained, as the case 
may be, for the purpose of completing the contract. In the first 
case the effect of such a clause, although expressed to be by way of 
liquidated damages, nmy amount to a penalty; but in the latter 
case, as the employer is only entitled to use, use up, or retain so 
much as is necessary to complete the work, the provision \s not 
open to the objection of being a penalty (c). Generally such a 
power of forfeiture would be construed as a provision intended to 
operate by way of lien or security for the completion of the contract, 
that is to say, as a qualified forfeiture (/). 

There is a great difference between the payment of a sum of 
money for delay, which increases proportionately to the delay, and 
the loss of materials and plant,. which would bear no fixed pro- 
portion at any time to the loss incurred by the employer, or the loss 
of the retention money, the amount of which would bo increasing, 
while the damage sustained by the employer would probably be 
decreasing. 

533. Where a right to forfeit retention money exists, the em- 
idoyer has, it would seem, no right to forfeit instalments duly 
certified for, but not yet actually paid, lie can only forfeit the 
retention money at the date of such certificate, and in addition any 
money in process of accruing due for work done alter such certificate 
was given (r/). 

(() See Tooth v. Halhit (18()9), 4 ("'ll. App. LM2. Soo (itlo J’ VNKHUcrcY and 
Insolvency, Vol. 11., pp. l(»3. 

(U) See p. 2u(), . 

(e) See p. 243, aiffe. 

(/) Ranger v. (ireat Wesinn RmL Co, (IS.jI), 0 H, L. Oas. 72, jter Lord 
rRANWOH'i’M, Jj.C., at pp. lOS, J09: “The oLjoct of tlipwc clauses was to 
enable the respondents to do, at the rn'»t of the appellant, the vjork which ho 
had failed, or seemed like to fail, in Join^ Iniiiself. , , . in such a ease, if the 
property seized is made available as a fund tor indemnifying the res])uiident3. 
all the ends of the clauses in question are fully answered,” 

(g) Compare lUfker v. Fulrhunks 40 Maine State Hep. 43 ; Qtiger y. 

MVaferw Marylaioi Ruilroatt (1674), 41 idar)Jand State Hep. 4. 
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Sect. 5. — Mode und Time of exercising the Right to forfeit, 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — How the Right to forfeit is to he exercised, 

534. The mode of ascertaining the event on which the right 
to forfeit is stipulated to accrue is usually provided for by the teruiB 
of the contract. If, however, the mode of ascertainment is not 
provided for, the mode of ascertainment will be ^y arbitration (A), 
if there is an arbitration clause wide enough'to cover such a 
dispute, and in the absence of such a clause, by the jury (i). 

Where tlie ascertainment of the event is left to the final decision 
of a third person, as the architect or engineer, the decision of that 
third person cannot be impeached, except on the ground of its being 
ultra vires or fraudulent (.7). The appointment of the architect or 
engineer, or other designated third person, in such a case is a 
condition precedent to the right to forfeit (/c). 

W^here the ascertainment of the event is left to the employer 
himself, the rule is that the employer must act reasonably. The 
question of reasonableness must to a great extent depend upon the 
particular circumstances of the case (Z), and these may be such as to 
give the employer power to put into force the forfeiture in a 
manner which, except for the particular circumstances, would bo 
unreasonable (m). 

The power to forfeit, whether given to the employer or to the 
architect or engineer, will be strictly construed. ¥ov instance, a 
power given to the architect to decide whether the contractor is 
exercising due diligence, and making such due progress as would 
enable the works to be effectually completed by the stipulated time, 
will not give him power to determine whether or not the employer 
has by his own wrongful act prevented the contractor from 
proceeding with the work (n). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Time f(/r exercising the Right to forfeit. 

535. The forfeiture must be put in force within a reasonable 
time after the occurrence of the act or default of the builder on 
which the right arises, otherwise the delay in forfeiting will amount 


{h) Garrett v. ISalisbury aitd Dorset Jwndioa Rail. Co. (1806), ]j. B. 2 Eq. 
368. 

(i) Northampton Gas Right Co. y. Parnell (1855), 15 0. B. (530; Rohefis v. 
Bury Commissioners (1870), L. Jl. 5 0. P. 310. 

(y) See V. Jyioerpoul C(/rporation (1858), 3 I)e Q. & J. 334; Pawley v. 
Turnbull (1861), 3 Giff. 70; Roberts v. Rory Commissioners y supra; and SCO 
p. 216, ante, as to certificates. 

{k) Hunt V. Bishop (1853), 8 Exch. 075. 

(/) See JJirJcinson v. liichmmfd Main Sev>eritge Board (1893), Hudson on Building 
Contracts, 3id od., Vol. II., p. 251. 

(m) Stadhard v. Lee (1863), 32 L. J. (q. b.) 75, per Cockbuhn, C.J., atp. 7S. 
Thus, contractors who are them selves under obligatitjns to complete in time 
may be entitled to stipulate for forfeiture of a sub-contractor’s contract when in 
their opinicfti the siib-conlractor is not making satisfactory progress with the 
work, and in su<‘h a case the sul>-contractor ctmld not up that the forfeiture 
was unreasonable or capricious. 

(n) Roberts v. Bury OvmmMoners, supra. See also Tough Dumbarton 
aterworkB Ctmmimoners (IH72), 11 Maeph, (Gt of 8esa.) 236, ^ 
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to R Waivet ot the right, except where there is a continuing hreacta 
or a fresh breach of contract on the part of the contractor (oV 

A right to forfeit on the happening of an event, coupled with a 
provision that the amount already paid to the contractor should be 
considered to be the full value of the work already done, can be 
exercised even though nothing had been paid to the contractor 
before the forfeiture (p), in whicli case the contractor would receive 
nothing for such part of the work ns h i might have done. 

536. Where the event on wliich the right to forfeit arises is 
delay in making such progress as will enahio the work to be com- 
pleted by the stipulated time, or is non-completion by the stipulated 
time, the right to forfeit depends upon the stipulated time being 
still applicable ( 7 ). If that time has ceased to he applicable, no 
time is in existence wdth reference to which the rate of |)rogress 
can be computed, or on the expiration of which the work siioiild be 
completed (r). 

Again, in the case of want of due progress, the hu feiture must 
take place before the expiration of the stipulated time (a), or in the 
case of non-completion to time immediately after the time expires {!>). 

If the contract contains a provision for extending the time for 
completion, and substitutes the extended time for the stipulated 
time, and such an extension is properly made, the extended time 
wdll, as regards forfeiture, take the place of the stipulated 

timo(c)- 

537 . 'I’he failure to conqdeto by the time stipulated is not a 
continuing breach (</). 

If the employer has wrongfully forfeited on account of a breach 
which has not in fact occurred, he cannot justify the wrongful 
forfeiture on account of a different breach subsequently occurring (c). 

Under a clause giving the right to forfeit in the event of tlie 
contractor ceasing to work for so many days aftcu’ notice, the 
employer has no right to enter on the w^orks before the expiration 
of those days, as the contractor would thereby ho [)revented from 
resuming work before the expiration of the period during w'hicli the 
contract leaves it open to him to do so (/). It dequmds on the 


( 0 ) Marsden v. SamheJl (1880), 28 W. R. \Ky2. 

(j)) Davies v. Swansea Corporaiion (18r>3), 22 L. J. (ex.) 297. 

(</) Sgo pp. 24a, 244, ante. 

(r) Walker v. Ij07uion and North Western Hail. Cn. (1870), 1 C. P. P. *'518. 

(a) Ihid.^ per Aucuibald, J., at p. 581 : “The clauisG . . . can only bo acted 
an and enforced within the time fixed for the completion of the works, for 
time is clearly of the essence of the contract, and it is only by inference to the 
time so agreed that the rate of progress can be detennined" ; Mohan and Holmes 
V. Dundalk, Newry, and Qreenore Hail. Co. (1880), 6 L. R. Ir. 477. 

(fo) As allowing the contractor to proceed with the work would be a waiver of 
the stipulation {He Garrud, Kx parte Nnrift (1881), 16 Ch. P. .522). 

(r) liarchnj v. Messenger (1874), 46 L. .1. (Cli.) 449. ^ 

(tQ Platt V. Parker (1886), 2 T. L. K. 786. * 

(e) lie Harrison, Ex parte Jay (1880), 14 (Jh. I). 19 ; Jie Walker, Ex parte Baiier, 
Ex parte Black (1884), 26 ph. P, olO. 

(/) Re Wal^i Ex parte Barter, Ex parte BUick, supra, per Pky, L.J., 
at p. 520. 

H.L.— III. 
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Sect. 6. 
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terms of the contract and on the circumstances of the case whether 
the notice of intentioJi to forfeit must particularise what is required 
to be done by the contractor, or whether a general notice is 
sufficient (^). 

538. If the contract does not contain an express right to forfeit, 
and time is made and still is of the essence of the contract, the 
employer may, if the builder or contractor does not complete to 
time, rescind the contract and take possession (/t). 

Sect. C. — Waivei* fof Right to orfeit. 

539. When the time for exercising the right of forfeiture has 
elapsed without the right having been exercised, the employer 
will be treated as having waived his i-ighfc [i). When waiver has 
once taken place the employer cannot go l>ack on it and revive the 
right to forfeit {Ic). 

If the breach is a continuing breach, payment after the breach 
does not amount to waiver (/). If after waiver another breach 
occurs, a new right of forfeiture arises, which can be exercised 
notwitlistandiug the previous waiver (?/0- 

Whero there has been a waiver of the right to forfeit and the 
em})loyer ousts the contractor in purported pursuance of the power 
to forfeit, that will amount to wrongful forfeiture (a) • 


Sect. 7. — Pifsitiou of the Employer if he completes after 
Forfeiture. 

540. Unless there is some provision in the contract, not operating 
as a ])eiialty, which effectually dispenses with the employer’s obliga- 
tion to account, an employer, entering and completing the work 
with the plant and materials of the contractor under a forfeiture 
clause, must account to the contractor for the plant and materials as 
well as the retention money (o). The employer, however, is not in 
the position of a mortgagee in possession, but will be allowed a 
larger discretion as to how he completes, so long as he does so 


((/) Pauliny v. Dover Corporation (1855), 24 Ij. J. ^ex.) 128, per Parke, B., at 
p. i‘29: “If the engineer had desired the plaintiff to do some particular act 
... ho ought to give him a notice to that effect, specifying to what extent he 
wished to have the work pulled down ; but here the engineer’s objection is, 
thiit the work is generally performed negligently; and that being so, the 
eiigineor is entitled to give a general notice.” 

(//) Cork Corporation v. Rooney (1881), 7 L. R. Ir. 191. See p. 190, ante, 

(?) Walker v. London and N(yrth Western Rail. Co. (1876), 1 C. P. D. 518 ; Re 
Garriolj Px parte Newitt (1881), 16 Ch. D. 522 ; and see Davenport y. R. (1877), 
8 App. Cas. 115; Strony v. IStringer (1889), 61 L. T. 470, which were cases of 
the forieiture of a lease. 

{k) MarsdeikV. Sambell (1880), 43 L. T. 120. 

(/) Cooph' V. Uttoxeter Local Board (1865), 11 L. T. 596. 

(m) Stevens v. !/’av/or (1860), 2 F. & F, 419; Re Uarrud, Ex parte Neiyitt, 
Bupra. 

fn) Marsden v. Samltell, supra. 

ic) Ranger y. Great Western Rail. Co. (1854), 5 H. L. Gas. 72. 
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in accordance with the contract, specification, and plans (p). The 
employer is not entitled to substitute different materials in the 
place of those specified at the expense of the contractor ((?). 

Sect. 8. — How far Forfeiture Clause is a Bill of Sale. 

541. A forfeiture and user clause in an ordinary biiildint^ 
contract constitutes “a licence to take possession of iwsonal 
chattels” within the meaning of the statutory definition of a bill 
of Bale(r), but the builder’s liability not being a debt (s), it is not 
a licence to take possession of personal chattels as security for a 
debt (a), and consequently the contract does not require to be 
registered as a bill of sale (b). 

Forfeiture is in most cases intended to be by way of security for 
the due performance of the contract (c). The presence of a clause 
vesting the property in the materials in the employer, coupled witli 
a forfeiture clause, will in any case prevent the contract requiring 
registration as a bill of sale as a “security for any debt” under 
the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (d). 

Where the land on which the building is being carried on is 
mortgaged, the mortgagee’s right to enter upon and take possession 
of the premises does not require to be registered as a bill of sale (e). 
If the mortgage confers on the mortgagee as against the mortgagor 
a power to sell the materials, independent of the power to enter 
upon and take possession of the premises, which can be exercised 
without the latter power being exercised, the mortgage requires to 
be registered as a bill of sale(jO. 

An assignment of a building agreement, i.r., an agreement in 
which the consideration is the grant of a lease so far as it assigns 
tlie plant and materials, requires registration as a bill of sale (</). 


(р) Fulton V. Dornwell (1885), 4 Now Zealand L. R. (S. 0.) 207. 

(7) “ He may not bo bound to finish it in the cheapest way possible ” (?7)?V7.), 
“but he must act reasonably *' {Dillon v. Jack {\{)0\V)f 23 New Zealand L. K. 
547, per Stout, C.J., at p. 540). 

(r) Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4 ; and see title BriJ.s ok 
Sale, p. 6, ante. 

(fl) See Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4 ; lie (hirruJ. F.r. parte 
Newitt (1881), 16 Ch* D. 622, per Cotton, L.J., at p. 533 ; “ J)amu«^oR nuiy bo 
proved in bankruptcy as a debt, but that does not make them a debt for the 
]>urpo8e8 of another Act of Parliameut. In my opinion there was no debt, in 
the present case for which the possession was to be a security.” 

(a) Reencs v. Barlow (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 436, C, A., following Brown v. Bair- 
man (1867), L. R. 2 C. P. 272; and Blake v. Izard (1867), 16 W. K. 108. See 
title Bills of Sale, p. 12, ante. 

(b) See Bills of Sale Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viet. c. 31), s. 4. 

(с) Ranger v. Qreat Western Rail, Co, (1854), 511. L. Oas. 72. 

(d) 41 & 42 Viet, c. 31, 8. 4 ; see p. 264, post, 

(e) Re Yates (1888), 38 Ch. I). 112. 

(/) Climpson v. Coles (1889), 23 Q. B. D. 465, See title Bills of Sale, 
ph 12, ante, 

(y) Church v. Sage (1892), 67 L. T. 800. 
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RfC'RJ. 
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Building CoNTiiAcrs, Engineers, and Architects. 

Part XIII. — Materials. 

Bkct. 1. — Vrs[i}i[j of Property in Materials etc, 

Sun- S ect. ]. -/\// offiJchty Mater iaU He, to the Fnehold, 

642. As soon as materials of any description are built into a 
building or other erection they cease to be the contractor’s property 
and become that of the freeholder (A), and where the employer has 
only an interest less than a freehold, he has the same interest in 
tlie built-in materials as he has in the land. Even if the employer 
detach them from the soil, the property does not revert to the 
contractor, and he acquires no right to remove them (i). Until, 
Ijowevcr, the materials are actually built into the work, in the 
absence of some stipulation intended to pass the property in them 
when delivered on the site, they remain the properly of the 
contractor (/i). 

In ilie case of shipbuilding contracts the same rules ap))ly where 
the sliip is the property of the employer (/), and things which once 
liave been fitted to and have formed part of the ship remain the 
jiroperty of tho employer, altliough they may have been removed 
again for convenience (m). But under a contract to build a ship, 
without any special stipulations, no property in it passes to the 
employer until the ship is completed in the absence of a contract 
that it shall do so (n), 

543. Where it is agreed that the materials shall be paid tor, in 
whole or in j)firt, on their being delivered an<l on this being 
certified by the architect or engineer, the property in them will 
pass to tho employer as soon as they have been paid for, or as soon 
as the condition as to delivery and the certificate of tho architect 
has been fulfilled, whether they have actually been paid for 
or not (o). 

544. In the course of building and engineering operations, in 
wliich it is necessary to use plant which is more or less aflixed to tlie 


(h) Flives V. (1802), 3 East, S8 ; Apphhy v. Myers (1867), Tj. E. 2 C. P. 
6*>1 ; irntf V. Ilatl (1883), 8 App. Cas. 105; Hims v, Itoiahm Necropolis Co, 
(1S85), 1 T. L. E. 584. See also 2 Smith, L. C., llth cd. 180, and cases there 
cited. 

(i) On the analogy of the rights of landlords and tenants as to fixtures, see 
lyde V. ItimeJl (1830), 1 E. & Ad. 394. 

(/.') Tripp V, Armitaye (1839), 4 M. & W. 687 ; Wood v. Bell (1856), 25 L. J. 
(0. r.) 321, 385; Baker y . Gray (1856), 17 C. B. 462; Heath v. Moore (1886), 
] 1 App. Gas. 350 ; Beid v. Macheth and Cray, [1904] A. 0. 223. 

(/) Forman <t: Co. Proprietary v. The Ship Liddesdale*' [1900] A. C. 190; 
an<) see Appleby v. Myersy supra^ per BiiACKKUKN, J., at p. 659. See also Reid 
T. Fairbanks (1853), 13 C. B. 692. 

(m) Wood v» Bell, snpray at p. 324. 

{n) Laidler v. liurlinson (1837), 2 M. & W. 602 ; Laing (Sir James) Sons, 
Ltd. V. Barclay, Curie d: Co., Ltd., [1908] A. C. 35 ; and see Sale of Goods Act, 
1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 71), s. 18. 

(o) Banbury and Chellenham Dii'ect Rail Co, v. Daniel (1884), 64 J 4 . J. (cH,) 
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Boil, it depends on the eiicmiistances of the case in whom the property 
in the plant vests. The intention of the i)artios when they entered 
into the contract is the governing factor (j;). Ihiring the continu- 
ance of tlie contract lioardings etc. Roem, apart from special 
stipulations, to remain the proiwty of the contractor ( 7 ). 

Ritr-Sect. 2. -By Ayreemnd as lo rnJJrcd Mnlcrnih, 

545. In many building, engineering, and shipbuilding contracts 
a ])rovision is inserted vesting in the employer tlje property in 
unfixed materials brought on to the site, either when so brought on, 
or when so brought on and certified for, or on the happening of 
some event, such as the contractor being guilty of some default, or 
on his becoming bankriifit. Materials which have not yet been 
brought on to the site, but which liave been appro[)riated to the 
work, are also in some cases made subject to similar lu’ovisions. 
A vesting clause of this nature mayor may not be coupled with 
a forfeiture clause. A^.stirig clauses differ iu their effect from 
forfeiture clauses, as they purport to pass the property automatically 
on tlie happening of tlie event, while forfeiture clauses, apart from 
vesting clauses, reqfuire lo be brought into operation by the 
employer doing some act to show that he intends to exercise the 
rig} it of forfeiture. 

Vesting clauses are inserted in building contracts for the purjmse 
of securing the money Jidvanced to the contractor or ns a security for 
the due performance of the contract (r). AVhether a vesting clause 
has the effect of transferring the property in the unfixed materials 
to the employer without qualification dejicnds on the terms of each 
pai’ticular contract (h). 

546. The property in the materials which is given by the contract 
to Uie employer under a vesting clause is qualiiie<l by the right 
the contractor has of using them for the construction of the works. 
The materials on the building site are tliore dedicated to a particular 
purpose in whicli both the employer and the contractor are interested, 
and after tlie fulfilment of this purpose the surplus, if aii}^, revests 
in the contractor. Materials in such circumstances are not liable 
to be lake.n in execution under a judgment against the employer (/), 
On the other hand, the property in these materials jiasses to the 
em])loycr sufficiently to prevent them being taken in execution 
under a judgment against the contractor (a). 


Sect. 1. 
Vesting of 
Property in 
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etc. 
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perty may 
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(p) Wovdr, IJcintt (ISIt)), 15 L. J. (q. b.) 2J7 ; Latmisirr y. (1850), 28 
L. J. (c. V.) 235. Those are not building cases, but the principle seems to be 
the same. 

(5) Pariinyton Advertising Co, v. Willing d; CV, Ltd. (1896), 12 T. L. E. 176. 
(r) Hart v. Porthgnin Jhirhmr Co., Ltd., [1903] 1 Ch. 690, 696. 

Is) See Holrogd v. Marshall (1862), 10 H. L. Gas. 191. 

(f) Beeston v. Marriott (1863), 8 L. T. 690. See also Kerr v. Dundee Gas Co, 
(1861), 23 Diinl. (Ct. of Bess.) 343 ; Eeeve v. Whitmore (1863),* 33,L. J, (oH.) 
63. 

(a) Brown v. Bateman (1867), L. R. 2 C. P. 272; Blake v. Izard (1867), 16 
W. R, 108; Reeves v. Baiiow (1884), 12 Q. B, D, 436; p,ud compare By ford y, 

' [1907] 2 K. B. oTi, 
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547. It is a question of construction of the particular con- 
tract at what stage the property in the materials is intended to 
pass, and a question of fact whether that stage has been reached 
or not ( 6 ), and this question of fact must be ascertained in the 
ordinary way, unless the contract directs that it shall be ascertained 
by the determination of the architect or by arbitration (f;). 

A vesting clause, to be effective, must be so worded as clearly to 
express the intention of the parties to pass the property in the 
materials (r7). 

Where there is a clause in the contract vesting the materials in 
the employer, a clause giving the emploj^er the right to take pos- 
session of and use tlie materials does not affect the interest of the 
employer in the material given him by the vesting clause (c). 


Sub-Sbot. ^.— Uiijhis (jnali/i/infj Vestinfj of Mutfriah. 

648. Even when the jiroperty in the materials passes to the 
employer, it does so in the absence of express stipulation to 
ilie contrary, subject to the right of the contractor to use them 
for the construction of tlje works (/). It is submitted that any 
attempt by the employer or his architect to remove or dispose of 
the materials would be a breach of contract, and render the 
employer liable in damages to the contractor ( 7 ). Further, in 
many contracts it is stipulated that, in case materials should in 
the opinion of the architect not be in accordance with the specifi- 
cation, the contractor may be ordered to remove thorn, but in the 
absence of such a stipulation, if inferior materials are brought on 
to the site, the contractor would apparently bo entitled to remove 
them for the pur])oso of substituting other proper materials (7/). 

649. Another class of rights to which the vesting of materials 
is subject is that of the trustee in case of tbo banki*ui)tcy of 
the contractor. These riglits depend upon whether tlie vesting 


{h) Hrath v. Moore (1S8(5), 11 A])p. Cap. SoO, per Lord Li.ackBTTKn, at p. 370, 
8og also <1089 V. Quinton (18‘12), ii Man. & 0. 82 j ; Jiyford v. Russell^ [1*^07] 2 
K. 15. 622. 

(<•) fc?ee Oarreti v. Sah'f,huri/ and Romet Jundion Raif, Co. (1868), L. L. 2 Lq. 

(d) Ralcer v. Gray (1860), 17 C. 15. 402, jter Jeiivis, O.J., at p. 470: “I 
ihink it is most likely that the parties intended that all timber which had been 
provided for the eonstniction of the ship should be the property of the defen- 
dant. . , . But 3 do not think they have used language suflieieutly clear to 
carry that intention into effect.*’ 

(ej Brown v. Bateman (1867), L. R 2 C. P. 272; Banbury and Cheltenham 
Direct Bail. Co. v. Daniel (1884), 54 L, J. (cir.) 265. 

(/) Beeston v. Marriott (1863), 8 Ij. T. 600. 

{y\ Jhid. 

(h) Appleby v. Myers (1867), L. R 2 G. P. 661, |?cr Blackburn, J,, at p, 650 : 
•* We think that the plaintiffs . . . would have had a perfect right, if they 
thought that a portion of the engine which they had put up was too slight, 
1-0 change it and substitute another in their opinion better calculated to keep 
in good rejM-ir during the two years, and that without consulting or asking 
the leave of the defendant.” If the contmetor under the terms of the con- 
tract can be ordered to remove inferior materials, and is so ordered, the 
employer will obviously liave no claim to those w^tefials for which otbw 
»ubstitqtf4 l^t bis recjuegt, 
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18 conditioned to take place on the bankruptcy of the contractoi*, 
or on the happening of some other event. In the first case the 
vesting clause is invalid because a stipulation that what was the 
property of the contractor up to the date of the bankruptcy should 
go over to some one else in that event is void as being a fraud 
upon creditors (i). In the second case the clause is valid, on the 
ground that the trustee takes the property of the bankrupt con- 
tractor subject to all the incidents to Avhich it is liable (j). 

550 . Another important question which arises in this connection 
is whether the materials are or are not in the possession, order, 
or disposition of the contractor so as to make him the reputed 
owner of them (/f), notwithstanding that the property in them has 
vested in the employer. 

A provision that the materials shall be “considered’' the property 
of the employer is not sufficient to make the employer the owner 
and BO render the contractor the reputed owner (Z). 

A ship the property in which has passed to the employer does not 
by remaining in the possession of the shipbuilder for completion 
become property in his order and disposition so as to be in his 
reputed ownership (vi). For as an unfinished chattel remaining in 
the hands of the manufacturer remains there for the purpose of 
being finished, so the materials do not remain with him to be 
ordered or disposed of, but to be completed. There is no right to 
presume that every ship in a shipbuilder’s yard is his own, as the 
contrary is notorious, and it is well known that shipbuilders very 
rarely build for themselves, but for others under orders given to 
them. 

Such a ship is, how(wer, not privileged against distress for rent 
owing by the shipbuilder, as it is not a thing sent or delivered to a 
person exercising a trade, to be wrought or manufactured in the 
way of his trade (?i), there being no delivery to the shipbuilder (o). 

In the case of a building contract, however, where the property 
in the materials on the site has, by a vesting clause, become vested 
in the employer, it has been held that they are in the possession, 
order and disposition of the builder, with the consent of the true 
owner, until the building is finished so as to make the contractor 


(i) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 152. 

(y) Ibid. 

(k) Under Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 44 (iii.) ; and see 
title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 173—181. 

(/) Ee Keen and Keen, Kx parte Collins, [1902] 1 K. B. 555; Hart y. Porthgain 
Harbour Co„ Ltd., [1903] 1 Ch. 690, per Farwell. J., at p. 694: “ In' my 
opinion the true construction of the clause ‘ All such plant and material shall 
be considered the propeHy of the company ' is that it vests the property in the 
materials in the company at Jaw subject to a condition, that when the engineer 
shall have certified the completion of the contract, the contractor shall be at 
liberty to remove them.” 

(m) Woods V. Russell (1822), 5 B. & Aid. 942; Clarke v. .9penc« (1836), 4 
A. & E. 448, 472 ; Holderness v. Rankin (1860), 29 L. J. (CH.) 753, 761 ; Swain- 
son V. Clay (1863), 4 Giff. 187; Re Attivater, Ex parte ITaWfi (1863), 32 L. J. 
(BCY.) 35; M*Rain v. WcUlace & Co. (1881), 6 App. Gas. 588. 

(n) Simpson v. Hartopp (1744), Willos, 612. 

(o) Clarke v. Millwall Dock Co. (1886), 54 L. T. 814, 
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the reputed owner tliereof, and therefore on the bankruptcy of the 
contractor they pass to his trustee (p). 


SuB-Si:CT. 4. — I/onr far a Ve^fhit/ Chtust' is a Bill of Sale. 

651. A claiiso in a building contract providing that the materials 
brought on to tlie site shall be considered as attached to the freehold 
is not an a.ssignmont, transfer, or assurance of personal chattels, 
nor a licence to take possession of them as security for a debt (q ) ; 
neither is a clause providing that the materials brought on the 
soil shall become the property of the employer ir ) : the right con- 
ferred in this case is not a right in equity, but a right in law (s-). 
'J'iie moment the goods anj brought on tiio land tlie property in 
tliein ])asses, and there is nothing left upon which any equity as 
distinct from law can attach. 

Sect. 2. — Lioi, 

ScJi-SKOT. 1 . — Fitr the Dent fit of the Coiifrarlvr. 

552. Wlieii the proi)eriy in tlio materials lias passed to the 
employer by reason of their having been alUxed to the freehold, 
the contractor has no lien on them, or on the works constructed 
with them (f), unless ho has expressly contracted with the employer 
that he shall have such a lien {a). 

But when matoriahs brought on the land of the employer have 
not been alilxed to the freehold, and the property in them has 
not passed to the employer by the terms of the contract, the 


{p) lie W'eibJa’nf/^ Er parte Wardy [1002] 1 K. 7n‘». Suo title l>AXKltUPTCY 
AJVD Jnsolvej^oy, Vol. II., p. 177. 

{q) Drown v. Datemav (1807), Jj. R. 2 C. P. 272 ; Dhtle v. Izard (1807), 16 
W. U. 108. Both these cases were under the Bills of Sale Act, 1851 (17 & IS 
Viet. c. 80), hut the Act of 1678 does not seem to muko any difl'orence, as the 
words added to the definition of “bill of sale'' by the Bills of Sale Act, 1878 
(41 & *12 Viet. c. 81), 8. 4'-“ any agieeineut whether intended or nut to be 
followed by the execution of any other instrument, by which a right in equity 
to any personal chattels, or to any cliarge or security thereon, shall bo con- 
ferred” — do not include such a clause {Deeres v. Darlviv (1884), 12 Q. B. I>. 480, 
C. A.) ; and see title Bills of Sale, p. 12, nnU. 

(r) ihid.y yef Bowen, B.J., at p. 48!). 

(s) Ibid. 

(t) The law on this point is >0 clear that it never seems to have been necessary 
formally to declare it in any judgment in England. In Upper Canada, how- 
ever, Macaulay, J., stated the law as follows: “Although a right of lion fre- 
quently attaches to goods or chattels sold or made until the price be paid, yet no 
such lien attaches upon liouses erected under building contracts, unless expressly 
sanctioned by the terms of such agreement, when it forms a S})ecie8 of mort- 
gage, including an interest in the estate” {dvhnson v. Crew (1880), 0 Upper 
Canada Q. B. ( 0 . 8.) 2(K), at p. 201). 

(ti) III iral/u V. Snuth (1882), 21 Ch. 1). 248, at p. 248, FilY, by saying 
that “ a man who declines to perform his contract can have no lien for money 
which ho has ^xjieuded in part performance,” may be thought to have intended 
to imply that if he had completed he might have had a lien on the land. There 
is, however, no stat ute or decision on which such a proposition can be based, 
that is to say, in the case of a building or engineering contract, although in the 
case of a building agreGiuent the equitable rjght of the bmlder to a lease may 
be in the nature of a lien on the land. See fui’ther, title Liaif. 
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Contractor may have a right to hold them as an unpaid vendor until 
they are paid for (h). 

SuB-SiiCT. 2. — For the Bvn^fit of the Eniployer^ 

663. Tlie employer may have a lien on the unfixed materials by 
express agreement ; and where advances have been made on the 
security of unfixed materials, on the understanding and agreement 
that the materials brought upon the premises should be considered 
a pledge for those advances, the emploj^er has a lien on them (c). 
It is possible, however, that such a lien would not be valid against 
third parties by reason of the operation of the Ihlls of Sale Acts(r/) 
if the materials were in the possession of the builder, as it might 
be held to constitute an agreement by which a right in equity to, or 
a cliarge or security on, the materials was conferred, but when an 
agreement provided that goods dei)osited on land were to be “deemed 
to be in the possession of the owner of the land, and subject to a 
lien for the general balance of charges, it was held that this was 
not a bill of sale (e). 

Where by the contract the emploj^er is given a lien on tlio 
unfixed materials coupled with a power of seizure and user on 
the happening of an event, such ns the bankruptev of the con- 
tractor, the employer is protected against the contractor’s trustee in 
bankruptcy, as the licui on the materials has been given from the 
very commencement of the co]j tract, and the power to seize them 
on the bankruptcy of the contractor (/) is only given in conse- 
quence of the interest previously vested in the employer (r/). As 
the contractor still remains the true owner of the materials which 
are subject to the lien, the doctrine of reputed ownership has no 
application (h) ; while for the reasons before stated the Bills of Sale 
Acts (i) do not apply. Even if it is stipulated that the lien sliall 
only arise on the happening of an event, such as neglect to pro- 
ceed with the works, and the contractor becomes bankrupt, and the 
event also hap2:)ens, the employer can still seize the materials on the 
happening of the event (/), as the transaction is of the date of the 
contract, and is therefore a protected transaction {k). But if an 


(h) Bellamy v. Davey, [1891] 3 Ch. 5-10. 

(c) Tripp V. Ariniiaye (1839), 4 M. & W. 087 ; Be Wanyh, E.r. parte Diclnn 
(1876), 4 Ch. D. .i24 ; Banbury and Cheltenham Direct Hail. (Jo. v. Dauiel (1881), 
64 L. J. (CH.) 266. 

(<Z) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 31 ; 45 & 16 Viet. c. 43. See title Bills of Sale, 
pp. i3, 14, ante. 

(e) Spencer v. Midhtml Bail. Co. (1896), 11 T. Ti. Iv. 5-12. H 

(/) Re Waiiyh^ Ex parte [hchin, supra; Be Harrison, Er parte Jay (\H^(S), 
14 (/h. D. 19, 26; both decided under the Bankruptcy Act, 1869 (32 & 33 Viet, 
c. 71), 8. 94 ; but the Bankruptcy Act, 1883, does uot appear to alter the law iu 
this respect. 

(g) Re Harrison, Ex parte Jay, supra. 

(/<) Hawthorn v. Newcastle- upvn-Tyue and North Shields Rail. Co, (1840), 
3 Q. B. 734, n. 

(?) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 31 ; 45 & 46 Viet. c. 43; see p. 265, ante, ancl title JIills 
OF Sa.le, p. 14, ante. 

(A Re Waugh, Ex parte DirJcin, supra; Re Harrison, Kx parte. Jay, supra. 

(k) Under s. 49 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict, c. 52). fee© title 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 288. 


Sect. 2. 

Lien. 


How far 
implied lien. 


KfFcct of 
con tractor’s 
bankruptcy 
etc. 



m 

Sect. 2. 
Lien. 


Property in 
old materials. 


What the 
employer 
can assign, 


What con- 
tractor can 
aasign. 


Building Contracts, Engineers, and Architects. 

execution under a judgment against the contractor is levied on. the 
materials before the event happens, e.g., a notice of failure to pro- 
ceed with the works, it is no longer competent for the building 
owner to acquire a lien by subsequently giving notice (Z). 

Sect. 3. — Materials belonging to the Employer. 

664. Building contracts usually contain a provision under which 
the contractor agrees to clear away any old materials which may 
be found on the site. Such a provision may or may not, according 
to the terms of the contract, confer on the builder the right of 
property in these old materials (m). 

In some cases the contractor agrees to allow for the old materials, 
or to take them for the purpose of the works. If he agrees to 
allow for them and has not done so, the employer is entitled to set 
off the value of the old materials against the price (?/). 

If the employer supplies materials to the contractor for the 
purpose of the works, he may be entitled to set off their value 
against the sum payable to the contractor. His right to do so 
depends on the terms of the contract and on the circumstances (o). 


Part XIV. — Assignment and Devolution of 
Rights and Liabilities as between 
Assignee and Employer. 

Sect. 1. — Assignment of Rights. 

Sub-Sect, \,—hi Qemral. 

555. An emi)loyer can assign the benefits and the burdens of a 
contract, as between himself and his assignee, but he cannot by 
such an assignment relieve himself from his obligations to the 
contractor, nor will such an assignment give the assignee any right 
to call upon the contractor to complete the contract. The con- 
tractor may, however, be a party to the assignment, in which case 
the assignment operates not only as an assignment (between the 
employer and the assignee), but also as a new contract between the 
assignee and the contractor, involving novation (p). 

556. The right possessed by the contractor wliich may become 
the subject of assignment is the right to receive payment of money 


(0 itiyford V. Bussell, [190V] 2 K. B. 522. See p. 253, mite. 

(?n) In an American case it has, however, been held that, in the absence of 
express stipulation, the materials of old buildings on the site belong to the 
contractor [JlofganY. Stevem (1879), 6 Abb. (N.Y.) New Cases, 356). 

(»j) Harvey v. Lawrence (1867), 15 L. T, 571, 

(o) AUinson v. Davies (1796), Peake, Add. Oas. 82; Grainger v. Bayhould 
(1840), 9 C. & P. 229; Newtmi v. Forster (1844), 12 Ml & W. 772. 

(p) See p. 179, ante; p. 274, post. For assignment of rights in general, see 
title Chobes IK Acxiok. 
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due or to become due, whether by instalments or otherwise* A 
mere contract to make advances to the contractor by way of loan 
is not assignable, as specific performance of such a contract could 
not be enforced, and there is no debt or other legal chose in action 
which can be assigned (q). But a contract to pay to the contractor 
instalments of the agreed price on the production of certificates from 
the architect involves the creation of a debt, and tlie contractor can 
assign his right to payment (r). 

The assignee, however, takes subject to the equities existing 
between tlie emiiloyer and the contractor, and can be in no 
better position than his assignor, whose right to payment may, 
according to tlio terms of the contract, be destroyed by forfeiture, 
or reduced by the deduction of liquidated damages etc. (s). 

Such an assignment of moneys due or to become duo under a 
building contract is not a bill of exchange or an order to pay, and is 
not liable to stamp duty as such (t). 

Notice in writing of the assignment must be given to the debtor, or 
other person liable to make the payment in order to entitle the 
assignee to bring an action for the money or debt. Such a notice 
need not be in any particular form ; a mere letter is sufficient. If 
the assignee neglects or delays to give the notice the assignment is 
only an equitable one. The effect of this is to let in equities which 
had arisen prior to the notice. But this will not operate to post- 
pone the assignee’s claim to that of a creditor who has obtained 
a garnishee order, if the assignee’s charge was originally prior iu 
date, as the garnishee order cannot establish any claim in deroga- 
tion of the rights which the assignee has acquired under his 
security (/r). The assignment must specify the particular fund to 
be charged, or it will be inoperative (^0- 

The assignee can sue without being obliged to join his assignor 
as a party (/>). 

667. If the contractor assigns a share of the profits of the con- 
tract, the assignee will not necessarily he constituted a partner (c), 
or be rendered liable as such (d). If the stipulations are consistent 
with the object of securing the repayment of money advanced, 
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(9) May V. Lane (1894), 43 W. R. 193. Compare South African Territories, 
Ltd. V. Wallirtytov, [1898] A. 0. 309, 

(r) Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66), a. 25 ((i). 
ffl) Brice v. Bannister (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 579. 

«) See Crowfoot v. Gurney (1832), 9 Biiig. 372; Diplock v. Ifummond (1854), 
2 Sm. & G. 141; Buck v. Robson G878), 3 Q. B. D. 686; Adams v, Morgan 
(1883), 14 L. R. Ir. 140; Re Toward, Ex parte Moss (1884), 14 Q. B. i). 310; 
and see title Bills of Exchange etc., Vol. II., pp. 670 et seq, 

(u) Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet, c, 66), a. 25 (6). 

(tv) Badeley v. Consolidated Bank (1888), 38 Ch. D. 238. 

(a) Crowfoot v. Gurney, supra; Rerciual v. Dunn (1885), 29 Ch. D. 128. 
Thus, a mere note given by the contractor to a person to whom he is indebted 
requesting the employer to pay him and oblige the contractor, without anything 
further, will not operate as an assignment. 

(5) Sanders v. Peek (1884), 60 L.T. 630. 

(c) Even independently of s. 2 of the Partnership Act, 1890 (63 & 64 Viet 
c. 39). 

(d) Kelly v. Scoito (1880), 49 L. J. (oh.) 383, 
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Sbcit. 1^ they will not be concluaive evidence of a partnership between the 
Assigment parties (e). 

of Bights. Although s, 25 (6) of the Judicature Act, 1873, refers to assign- 
' ments which are abaolnte and not by way of charge, a mortgage of 
moneys to become payable under a building or engineering contract, 
with a proviso for redemption, is within the section (/). 

Asslgumeiit 558 . Wljcre tliero is an assignment of a sliare of the profits, 
by way of power to tlie assignee to enter in ease of the bankruiitey of the 

^ builder, the assignee’s claim in tlie bankruptcy is postponed until 

the other creditors are satisfied, hut he is not prevented from 
enforcing his rights so far as he can do so without coming in under 
the bankruptcy, c./;., by foreclosure (//). It is doubtful whether a 
stipulation in the contract against any assignment by the contractor 
of money to become due under it is valid, l)uL it is submitted that 
itis(//). A stipulation not to assign without licence from tlie 
employer is valid (/). 

Suii-SEOr. Z W/iut mdjf hr 

instalaieDtfl. 559 . Instalments accruing under the contract ( /)can be assigned 
as k^gal clioses in action *(/)• assignment, however, of moneys 
not earned at the date of the bankruptcy, though good as against 
the employer or anyoiui claiming under him, will not be valid as 
against the contractor’s trustee in bankruptcy (/-). As regards 
instalments which have accrued due before the bankruptcy, the 
assigiiGo is entitled to tliein against the contractor’s trustee in 
bankruptcy. 

Retention 560 . lieteiition money (m) may also be assigned as being money 
money. Gamed, Imt not yet payable. Such an assignment will pass the 

interest of the contractor in the retention money, subject to the 
rights of the employer as to forfeiture, deduction of penalties etc. (u). 

Position on 561 . If the contractor becomes bankrupt, his trustee, if he 
bankruptcy, elects to adopt the contract and complete, takes subject to valid 


(r) Badtlry v. Consolidated Bank (ISSS), US Ch. I). ‘2!iS. 

(/) Taucred v. Delayoa Bay and Bast A fr tea Bail. <h>. (1SS9), ‘iit Ci. B. D. 
Durham Brothers v. Robertson, [l*S98] 1 Q. J5. 7Go. 

(y) Badrley v. Consolidated Bank, supra, at pj). 2.34, 201. See title Bai^k- 
KUCTCY AND Insoevency, Yol. If., p. 227. 

(h) Compare Re Tnrcari (lbS8), 40 Ch. JJ. a, where, liowever, it is suggested, 
per Cotton, L.J., at p. 10, that the difficulty caused by such a stipulatiou 
might be overc<»mo by menus of a declaration of trust. See also Re Griffin 
(ls\)8), 79 L. T.442. 

S Laurie v. West Hartlepool Thirds Indemnity Association and David (1899), 
m. Cas. 322. 

{j) As being covered by s. 25 (6) of Sui)reine Court of Judicature Act, 
1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 66). 

{k) Rodick V. Oandell (1852), iDe O. M. & 0. 703 ; Brice v. Banriister (18*18), 3 
Q. B.D.564 ■ 

(1) Re Jones, Ex parte Nichols (1883), 22 Ch. J). 782 ; Re Toward^ Ex parte 
Moss (1884) 14 Q. B. D. 310. See, as to this, more fully under title Bankhuttcv 
AN i> Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 159, 160. * 

(w) For the definition of retention money, see p. 220, anU* 

(n) p. 270, post. 
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assignments of money earned previously to the bankruptcy (o), and ^bct. i. 
he cannot, even by expending his own money in completing the Assignment 
work, obtain priority over the assignees (p ), although if he had not of Bights, 
done so the retention money would not have become payable. ““ 
Where tliere is an obligation on the contractor to maintain the 
works for a period, and the retention money due on completion of 
the work prior to the period of maintenance has been assigned or 
charged, the trustee, if he elects to complete, and does complete, 
will complete the assignee’s right to pa^nnent oii completion ; ami 
the assignee will be entitled to be paid the retention money 
unreduced by any set-off for failure to maintain. The employer, 
lio^vever, will have a right to set off in bankruptcy the damages 
for the breach of the contract to maintain against any claims the 
trustee may have against him ( 7 ). The trustee is not, however, 
debarred from contesting the validity of the assignment (r). 

562. The employer cannot assign his right under a forfeituro Fo.LMiure 
clause to enter and seize the unlixed materials, as it is a bare licence 

to seize chattels (x). 

{Sub-Sect. to whiih the Assignment ia snhjert, 

563. The right of the assignee is subject to all equities whicli Timeatwhich 
would have been entitled to priority over the right of the assignee equities must 
if the Judicature Act had not passed (0- The effect of this is that 

the assignee from the contractor takes no better title than the 
coniraclor had at the time of notice of the assignment being given 
to the employer (a). Equities which arise subsequently to the 
notice given to the employer can only be set off if they are debts 
arising out of the same contract and sufficiently connected with the 
subject-matter of the assignment, e,g., liquidated damages for 
delay (b). Thus where a proportionate part of the price for a rail- 
way becomes due on the completion of each section, the employer 
can set off damages for non-completion of the whole railway against 
assignees of the proportionate parts of the price (r). 

The employer may set off this claim as against that of tlie Position of 
assignee, but cannot claim or counterclaim it as damages against employer, 
him, and cannot recover anything from him (d). The employer, 
after notice of the assignment, cannot take aw^ay or diminish the 
rights of the assignee by any payment to, or other transactions 


( 0 ) lie Toiuard, Ex 2 >arte Afosa (ISS-i), 14 Q. K D. 310. 

(р) Drew V. Josolyne (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 590, 597. 

{q) Re Asphaltic Wood Favement Vo., Lee and Chapman' a Case (18S5), 30 

Ch. D. 21c. 

(r) Re Jones, Ex parte Nichols (1883), 22 Ch. D. 782. 

(а) On the analogy of a hire-purchase agreement {Re Davia & Co.^ Ex parte 
Rawlings (1888), 22 Q. B. D. 193). 

(f) By B. 25 (6) of the Supreme Court of Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Yict. 
c. 66). 

{aiBricx v. Bannister (1878), 3 Q. B. D. 6(>9 ; Young y. Kitchin (1878), 3 
Ex. D. 127. 

(б) Young v. Kitchin, supra; Re Asphaltic Wood Pavement Co., Lee and 
Chapman's Case, supra. 

(с) Newfoundland Qove/rnmeni v. Newfoundland Rail, Co. (18SS), 13 App. Cu«, 
199. 

(d) Tomg Vi Kitchin, tfwpra. 
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WKOT. 1. with, the contractor («) or persons claiming under him(/). The 
Assignment parties, however, can by agreement in the original contract exclude 
of Rights, the rule that an assignee should take subject to the equities, but 
' \ such a stipulation would hardly occur in the case of a building 
contract. 

If the right to receive the money assigned depends upon 
the architect giving a certificate, and such a certificate is given by 
tlie arcbihict fraudulently and in collusion with the contractor, this 
will afford a good defence in an action by the assignee based on the 
cei’titicate f//). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Assignment subject to Forfeiture. 

KiTect. of 564. Where the employer rightfully determines the contract 

loikMtiiie. hy forfeiture, on account of some default by the contractor, or 
where the contractor abandons the work, then, as the contract never 
becomes completed, the right to payment on the part of the con- 
tractor never accrues, and there is nothing on which an assignment 
of money to become due can operate (//). 

Sect. 2. — Assujnmvnt of Liabilities^ 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Assignment bg the Contractor. 

565. Tlie question whether the builder can sublet tlie pei*formance 
of the contract depends on whether tlie contract is a personal one or 
not(0, and tliis depends, in the absence of express stipulation 
making the contiact a personal one or prohibiting assignment, upon 
\Yhether the builder is selected with reference to his individual skill, 
cleverness, integrity, and financial responsibility, or other personal 
(lualificatiou, in which case the performance of the contract cannot 
be assigned hy him, notwithstanding that tlie person who is offered to 
lake his place is equally well qualified to perform it (A), or whether 
the (ioii tract is one as to which it must he indifferent to the employer 
whetlier it is done by the immediate party to the contract, or by 
someone on his behalf (/). 

It would appear that the contractor cannot assign his liabilities 
ill the following cases (m) : (1) where there is an express stipulation 
against assignment or subletting ; (2) where an intention of the 
parties not to permit assignment can be implied from the circum- 
stances (/Of where a particular contractor is employed owing to 

(0 Jirice V. Bannister (1878), 3 Q. 13. D. 5(59. 

(/*) Hfiuth V. Kirk (iSTl), 25 L. T. 42(5, where the court was equally 
divided. 

(g) Wakefield and Barnsley Banking Co. ▼. Normanton Local Roan/ (1881), 
44 L. T. 697. ^ 

h) See p, 251, 

i) See title Contuact. 

(k) Knight y. Burgess (1864), 33 T/. J, (Oil.) 727 ; British Waggon Co. v. Lea 
(1880), 5 (i. 13. D. 149, per CuCKBURN, C.J.. at p. 153 ; Tolhurst ?. Assoiiuted 
Portland Cement Alanufaclurers^ [1903] A. C. 414, 420. 

(/) British Waggon Co. v. Lea, supra, 

(in) The reported cases relating to building contrasjta on this point are not 
suillcieiit in number for an absolute general rule to be deduced from them. 

(n) Hobson v. Drummond (1831), 2 B. & A(L 303 ; Knight V. Burgess^ #t^a. 


How far 
roiilructor 
u)uy assign 

Ilubllltlt'S. 
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some particular qualification, either in respect of skill, financial 
position, or the possession of special plant adapted for the work; 
(3) where the work is of a special nature (o), such as the construction 
of a lighthouse (p), electric lighting, well boring, or hydraulic work, 
or possibly in the case of works of great magnitude, requiring 
special engineering skill, or the possession of particular plant. 

I 566. Where two or more persons jointly contract to perform a 
service for the employer, one or more of them may, in the absence 
of some special circumstances as to personal qualifications, assign 
to the other or others. 

i 567. Where the contract would otherwise not be assignable, the 
employer, if he has acquiesced in the assignment, and accepted tlie 
services of the assignee, will be estopped from raising any objection 
on the ground that the contract ought to have been carried out by 
the original contractor, and this will be so even where there is no 
formal assignment, substituted contract, or sub-contract (a). 

568. If the consideration for the assignment, as between assignor 
and assignee, is the payment of money to the assignor on com- 
pletion, then, if the assignee prevents the completion of the 
contract, or enters into a substituted contract, so that the event on 
which the money becomes payable never happens, tbe assignor will 
have no claim for the money, but he will have a claim in damages 
against tbe assignee (/^). 

s Sub-Sect. 2 . — Assignmtfut hy the Employer, 

569. The employer cannot get rid of his liability to pay the price 
' to the contractor by assignment without the consent of the latter. 

, The contractor cannot be compelled to carry out a building contract, 
with all its onerous conditions, and then have to rely for pay- 
ment on a person with whom he never contracted, and who may 
be a “ man of straw ” (c). In shipbuilding contracts in such a case, 
the shipbuilder would be to a certain extent protected by having a 
lien for payment on the unfinished ship (d), but that fact would not 
have the effect of entitling the employer to assign so as to get rid 
of the obligation to pay. 

If on an assignment by tbe employer tbe contractor refuses to 
' go on with the works, and is then induced to do so by a promise by 
the assignee to pay him, there would Be sufficient consideration to 


Skct. 2. 
Assign- 
ment of 
Liabilities. 


Joint 

contractors. 


Acquiescence 
by employer. 


Prevention by 
assignee. 


^ lonscnt, of 
oonti’actoj 
necessary. 


(o) Johnson v. Raylton (1881), 7 Q.. B. D. 438. 

(p) Anon.y cited by Patteson, J., in Wentworth v. Coch (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 
*’42, at p. 45. 

(a) V. Le Sueur and Le Hugvet (1859), 12 Moo. P. 0. C. 501, 

(5) Humphreys v. Jones and Pickering (1850). 20 L. J. (EX.) 88. 

(c) Bohson and Sharpe v. Drummond (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 30.'{, per Lord Tex- 
TEBDEN, C.J., at p. 307; Humble v. Hunter (1848), 12 Q,. B, 310, per Lord 
Denman, at p. 317 ; and see further, title Contract. • 

{d) Thus, where engines for a ship, which was .being constructed, wore lying 
in an unfinished state ^t the engine-makers’, it was held that an equitable 
mortgage of the ship and her engines was subject to the lien of the engine- 
j psa^ers {Re Hodgkin^ Ex ^arte Softley (1675), L. B. 20 Eq, 746). 



272 


Building Contracts, Engineers, and Architects. 


Sect. 2. 
Assign- 
ment of 
Liabilities. 


Effect of 

contractor’s 

bankruptcy. 


Incidents of 
contractor’s 
bankruptcy. 


Effect of 

employer's 

bankruptcy. 


support the promise (f), and the contractor would have a right of 
action against the assignee, at all events for all work done subse- 
quent to the promise (/). 

Sect. 8. — Baulmqttcy. 

570. If the contractor becomes bankrupt, any contract to which 
he is a party, unless it is a personal contract {cf), passes to his 
trustee in banliruptcy (//), subject, however, to the trustee’s right to 
disclaim it. 

If the bankrupt goes on doing the work after his bankruptcy, the 
price will be payable to the trustee (i). 

571. The bankruptcy of the contractor may give rise to the 
exercise, rightfully or wrongfully, of powers of forfeiture of the 
contract (/<:), or of materials and plant (Z), or the vesting of materials 
may be conditioned to occur on bankruptcy (m). Claims by the 
employer against the contractor both for liquidated and unliqui- 
dated damages and for prospective injury may be set oj0f in tlie 
banliruptcy against the money due to tbe contractor (n). 

On the bankruptcy of the contractor the trustee, if called upon to 
elect, must either disclaim the contract, or adopt it. In the latter 
case he becomes bound by its terms (o) ; in the former case the con- 
tract is put an end to, and all the provisions as to forfeiture and 
lifjuidated damages at once cease. The employer must then, if he 
suiters injury l)y the disclaimer, seek his remedy in damages against 
the estate of the contractor (p). 

If a sub-contractor of the contractor should commit breaches of 
contract, tbe trustee of tbe contractor will have a right of action 
for unliquidated damages against the sub-contractor (7). 

672. A contractor is not bound to continue to supply materials to 
or work on credit for the employer if the latter becomes bankrupt (r). 


See /Sro/sfm V. (1861), 6 H. & N. 205; Shadtuell v. SharltveU (1860), 
9 0. B. (n. s.) 159. 

(/) Oldfield V. I^owe (1829), 9 B. & C. 73. See also Pearson v. Graham 
(1834), 3 L. J. (ex.) 175. 

( 7 ) Jackson v. Swnrhrick, [1S70] W. N. 133. 

(h) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), s. 54; and see title Bais’k- 
RucxcY AJfi) Insolvency, Vol. IL, p. 162. 

(0 Whitmore and Sfjrmon v. Gilmour (1844), 13 L. J. (EX.) 201. See title 
Bankpcptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 159. 

ik) See p. 251 , auU, 

U) See p. 254, (Dde, 

(tw) See p. 263, aide. 

(?'*) See title J^ankruptcy and Insolvency, Yo\, IT., pp. 211 ci seq. ; and see 
Peat V. Jones (1881), 8 Q. B, J), 147; Merse^j Steel and Iron Co, v. Naylor, 
Penzon Co, (1884), 0 App. Oas. 434 ; Ee Asphaltic Wood Pavement Go,, Lee and 
Chapifmns Case (1885), 30 Ch. D. 216. 

(o) See title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. II., p. 162. 

(p) See M JSewman, Ex parte Capper (1876), 4 Ch. I). 724 ; Re Asphaltic Wood 
Pavement Co,, Lee and Cha]m\nn*3 Case, supra, 

(q) Wright v. Fairfield (1831), 2 B. & Ad. 727. 

;r) Re Sneezum, Ej> parte Davis (1876), 3 Ch. D, 463, per Mellibh,- L.J., at 
p. 473. , 



Part XIV. — Assignment and Devolution of R[guts etc. 


273 


Any rights of action which the employer may have against the 
contractor pass to the employer’s trustee in bankruptcy 

Sect. 4. — Devolution on Death. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Death of the Emplot/er, 

573. The executors or administrators of an employer are entitled 
to the benefit of the performance of a building contract, but, on the 
other hand, they are liable to the contractor for the price. If the 
land on which the building is being erected goes to the heir or to 
a devisee, it would seem that the heir or devisee, as between 
himself and the personal representatives, can compel the erection of 
the building and throw the cost ujion the personal estate of the 
deceased employer (/>). 

If there are several employers jointly interested in the contract, 
and one of them dies, then, if by agreement between the employers 
the executors of any party dying are to have the benefit of the work, 
the law will imply a contract on the part of the deceased that his 
executors shall pay to the other employers their proportion of the 
price, although the legal remedy of the contractor will be solely 
against the surviving employers (c). 

Suu-Slct. 2 . — Death of (hr Contra (or, 

574. If a man has agreed to build a house for anotljer by a certain 
time, and dies before that time, his executors are bound to perform 
the contract (d). And, on the other hand, tlie executors of the 
deceased contractor are entitled to perform the contract and recover 
payment for it (e). If the executor or administrator of the contractor 
enters into a fresh or supplementary contract in his capacity as 
personal representative, he will be personally liable on the contract, 
l)ut may bring an action on it in his representative capacity, and 
this right of action, if accrued, will pass to an administrator de 
bonis non on the death of the original personal representative (/). 

Where one of several joint contractors dies, his executors are 
entitled to share in the contract, and to have their rights as between 
themselves and their joint contractors ascertained on the completion, 
and cannot, without their consent, be bought out at a valuation (rf), 

(a) Wriyht v. Fairfield (18;31), 2 13. & Ad. 727. Aud see tide BANKRUPTCY 
AND Insolvency, Vol. II., pp. 136—139. 

(&) Holt V. Holt (1694), 2 Vern. 321 ; Cooper v. Jurmau (1866), L. R. 3 Eq. 
98; Re Day, [1898] 2 Ch. 510; and compare Bradbury v, Moryan (1862), 

1 H. & 0. 249. See also Lechmerev, Carlisle (Earl) (1733), 3 P. Wms. 211. See 
also Laud Tranafor Act, 1897 (60 t'fc 61 Vict. c. 65), s. 2; and, generally, title 

liXEClITORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. 

^■) See lYior v. Ihmbrow (1841), 8 M. & W. 873, per Alderson, B., at p. 889. 
^ frf) I'itzherbcrt, Ija Clraunde Abridgonient, tit. JJarre, pi. 60 (1453), cited by 
CoKe, O.J., in Quick and Harris v. Lndborrow (1615), 3 Bulst. 29, 30. Son also 
Sibtmi V. Kirkman (1836), 1 M. & W. 4 IS, 422, 423; Corner v. Hhen) (1838), 
3 M. & W. 350, per Paiike, B., at p. 354; Kuiyht v. Jhiryess^ (1864) :53 L. J. 
(CH.) 727 (omission of word “assign”). Sue generally, title Executors and 
Administrators. • 

(e) Marshall v. Broad hurst (1831), 1 Cr. & J. 403. 

(/) Moseley v. Rendell (1871), L. R. 6 U. B. 338. 

(g) McClean v. Kennard (1874), 9 Oh. App. 336. See also Ambler y. Bolton 
f38’72). L. R. 14 Eq. 427. 
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Sect 4. 
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right. 
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Assignment. 


Effect of 
novation. 


If the contract is a personal one, the personal representatives of 
a deceased contractor will be entitled to be paid any instalments 
of the price which have actually accrued due, or they may have a 
claim by way of quantum meruit for work done up to the date of the 
death {h ) ; but, on the other hand, they cannot insist on completing 
the personal contract of the deceased (i). 

Sect. 5. — Attachment of Instalments and Eetention Money. 

575 . The general law as to attachment of debts applies to the case 
of moneys already due and payable under a building contract. 

The right of attaching debts or obtaining garnishee orders over 
them, however, extends only to debts actually owing or debts accru- 
ing(jf), that is to say, what is debitiim in prcEsenti solvendiim in 
futuro, and does not include such payments under a building 
contract as have not 3^et been earned (/c). 

The power to attach a debt accruing due under a building contract 
would be defeated by a forfeiture (/). 

An attachment of money payable under a building contract will 
not take priority over an assignment (even if the assignment be 
only equitable) which is prior in date to the attachment (?h)- 


Part XV.— Substituted Contracts and Sub- 
contracts. 


Sect. 1. — Snhsiituted Contracts, 

676. The introduction of a new party into a contract, either by 
substitution or addition, is termed novation. When it is byway of 
substitution the original party, for whom the new party is sub- 
stituted, is, to an extent depending on the terms of the new con- 
tract, released from further performance of the original contract. 
Where a ne^v contractor is substituted for the original one and 
takes over the work on the terms of the original contract, he 
will be bound by stipulations therein relating to deduction 'of 
liquidated damages etc. {n). 


(//) Stiihha V. Holywelt Rail. Co. (1867), L. R. 2 Exch. 311. 

{i) Farrovjy. Wilson (1866), L. K. 4 0. P. 744, 746; and see Wentworth v. 
Cock (1839), 10 Ad. & El. 42, per Patteson, J., at p. 45. 

(j) R. S. 0., Ord. 45. 

(]fc) See title Exbcutioit. 

(l) See p.*2ol, ante. 

(m) Pickering v, fl/rarowhe Rail, Co. (1868), L. R. 3 0. P. 235 ; Badehy T. 

Consolidated Bank (1888), 38 Ch. D. 238. ^ 

(«) Re Yeadcn Waterworks Co, and Binna (1895), 73 L. T. 538. See 
COKTKACT. 
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Sect. 2.^Sub-contracts, 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — ReJaihms between Sub-''(mtTacttiv and limplnyer, 

677. Ah a fiub-confcractor is not a party to the contract between 
the employer and the contractor, he cannot bring an action against 
the employer on it, there being no privity of contract b(*tween 
them(o).'' Jf, liowever, the particular article, which lie has under- 
taken to prepare or furnish, is not aflixed to tlio freehold, he still 
remains the owner of it until lie has completed and delivered it, 
and, in case tlie contractor should become bankrupt, he can claim 
the chattel and refuse to iiart with it except on getting payment or 
a charge on the purchase-money which the employer has agreed to 
pay the contractor for it (p). 

Where the sub-contractor is liable to compensate the contractor 
for inferior work or defects in the work supplied by him, and the 
contractor is under a similar liability to the employer, the employer 
can take an assignment of the contractor’s right to compensation, 
and bring an action thereon against the sub- contractor (</). 

678. Acco.ptanoe by the employer of the work done by a siib- 
contractoi* will in no way cause an implication that the employer 
has made any contract with the sub-contractor (r). If the sub-con- 
tractor sets up orders from the employer for work as extra to ” 
the principal contract, he must produce the principal contract to 
show that the work is not included in it, and prove a distinct 
contract between the employer and himself, before he can recover 
from the employer (a). 

In some circumstances, the employer cannot discharge his 
liability to the contractor’s trustee in bankruptcy by paying the 
sub contractor. In case of the bankruptcy of the contractor, the 
architect cannot deduct payment made to a sub-contractor for work 
and materials supplied by him when certifying the balance due to 
the princii)al contractor, but may be compelled to certify payment 
to the principal contractor witliout such deduction (0- Where, 
however, the contract provides that in the event of tlie principal 
contractor unduly delaying proper payment of the sub-contractors 
the employer may pay them himself, then if the contractor unduly 
delays proper payment to the sub-contractors, c.c/., by present- 
ing his petition in bankruptcy, the employer is justified in 
paying the sub-contractors, notwithstanding the bankruptcy of 
the contractor (//). 

679. There may be communications or dealings between the 
employer and the sub-contractor which amount to a contract, 


(o) See title Contract. 

.(») Hellumy v. Davey, [1891] 3 Ch. 640. 

{q) Comtwit V. Kincaid cfc Co, (1902), 4 F. (Ot. of Seea.) 901. • 

(r) Bramah v. Ahiitger {TAird\ cited in Baieraon v. Oandasequi (1812), 15 
East, 62, per Lord Ellen borough, at p. 66. 

(e) EccUs V. Southern (1^61), 3 F. & P. 142. See also p. 234, ante, 
m Be IloUt Ex parte Gray (1888), 58 L. J. (o. B.) 5. 

(w) Bi WilMneon, Ex parte Fowler, [1905] 2 K, 713. 
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BuiLbiNQ Contracts, ENGiNfeEfes, Ai^D AitCHtTEofsI. 

express or implied, on the part of tlie employer to pay the sub- 
contractor (/r). If there is a promise l)y the employer to pay or see 
the sub-contractor paid, the question arises whether the promise is 
collateral to the contract between the contractor and the sub- 
contractor, and given by way of guarantee, in which case it must 
be in writing (.r), or whether it is a direct promise to pay, in which 
case a verl^al promise is sufficient. 

If tlie employer promises to pay the suh-contractor “ out of the 
money” that ho has to pay to tlie principal contractor, this is a 
direct jiromise, and not a guarantee to he liable for the principal 
contractor’s debt (y), 

Wluu-e the contract provides that provisional sums mentioned in 
the specification shall he paid by the contractor or by the employer 
in SLicli amounts and to such persons as the architect shall direct, 
and tlie architect certifies a sum as due to a merchant and deducts 
this from money due to the contractor, it has been held under the 
particular circumstances of tlie case that the merchant is entitled 
to claim payment from the employer {a). 

If it appears that the principal contractor was acting as the 
agent of the employer in contracting with the snb-contractor, the 
emjdoyer will be liable to the latter. The burden of proof lies 
oil the siih-eontractor to sliow that the employer, and not the 
principal contractor, was the real principal, and he may call evidence 
to show that the employer personally gave orders to do woi'k and 
supply materials for the same building to third parties as corrobora- 
tion of his evidence that the employer gave him personal orders to 
do the work (/>) ; while the employer can call the principal contractor 
to prove that on the accounts between him and the sub-contractor 
nothing is due to the latter (c). 


Suh-Sect. 2. — Relations between Princq^al Contrador and Sub-contractor, 

680 . The contractor, in the absence of stipulations to the con- 
trary or circumstances which show the contract to he personal, has 
a right to sublet portions of the work to suh-contractors, and to 
he paid for the work performed by them, being also liable for 
defects in such work in the same way and to the same extent as if 
he had perfo»Tned it himself (d). 

The principal contractor, by subletting part of the work, impliedly 
contracts with the sub-contractor that he will not by any act or 
default of his own prevent the sub-contractor from performing his 
share of the work. Thus if, in consequence of tlie default of the 
principal contractor, the employer forfeits the contract and ousts 


(w) Smithy. Rudhall (1862), 3 F. & F. 143. 

(flc) See p. 280, post, and title Guarantee. 

M IJixoii V. Hatfield (1825), 2 Bing. 439 ; Andrews v. Smith (1835), 2 Or. M. 
& K. 627 ; Stevenson's Trustee v. Campbell & Sons (1896), 23 It. (Ct. of Sees.) 
711. 

fa) Hobbs V. Turner (1902), 18 T. L. B. 235. 

(i) Woodward v. Buchamm (1870), L, B. 5 Q. B. 285. 

W Qerish v. Chartier (1845), 1 0. B. 13, 

(a) British Wayyon Co, y, lea (I860), 0 Q, B. D. 149, See alao p, 270, ante. 
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the sub-contractor, the sub-contractor will have a claim in damages 
against the principal contractor (c). 

The Bub-contracfcor, on his part, is liable to the principal con- 
tractor for defective work, as the relation between them is similar 
to that of employer and contractor (/). 

581. Where the sub-contractor knows that, by the terms of the 
contract betwc3eii the employer and the principal contractor, the 
principal contractor is liable to licjuidated damages or forfeiture foi- 
delay, the liability of the sub-contractor to the contractor for delay 
may be increased. Aiid the princij)al contractor may be entitled to 
recover from the sub-contractor the Ihpiidated daimiges he lias 
had to pay owing to the delay caused by tlie sub-contractor, or the 
profit be would have made on a contract rescinded from tliat 
cause, together with tlie cost of work thrown away (j/). 

Such knowledge of the terms of tlie principal contract is, however, 
not sufficient to prove that the sub contractor agreed with the 
principal contractor to be bound by the terms of the contract. 
Thus if the sub-contractor jiroperly coin]>leLes bis part of the worl;, 
his right to payment will not depend upon the certificate of the 
architect, notwithstanding that it is a condition precedent to 
payment to the principal contractor (A). 

Where the sub-contractor exjiressly contracts to be bound by the 
terms of the principal contract, provisions as to retention money 
will be applied to him proportionally in the ratio that his contract 
bears to the whole contract (/). 

But provisions in the jiriucipal contract, which are not applic- 
able as between the contractor and sub-contractor, will not be 
incorporated by implication in tlie sub-contract. 

It has been held that a clause in the principal contract referring 
disputes between the employer and contractor to arbitration will 
not be incorporated impliedly so as to refer disputes between the 
contractor and the sub-contractor to arbitration (;/). 

■ But where the terms of the prineijm! contract are expressly 
incorporated in the sub-contract, the provision as to arbitration 
will apply (/i). 

Skct. J3. — Prime Cost and Provisional Sums, 

582. The term “ p.c.,*’ or “ prime cost sura,” has come to be used 
in building and engineering contracts because of the difficulty of 


(e) See p. 251, ante. 

(/) As to the effect of a stipulation limiting the responsibility of the sub- 
contractor to the replacement of faulty work supplied by him, see Prince of 
Wales Dry Dock Co. (Swa^ma)^ Ltd. v. Fownes Forge and Engineering Co.^ Ltd, 
(1904), 90 L. T. 527, where it was held that a sub-contractor denying that his 
work was faulty was liable to the principal contractor for the costs of a counter- 
claim successfully raised by the employer for defects in such work. , 

(flf) Hydraulic Engineering Co. v. McHaJfie (1878), 4 Q. B. I). 670., 

Ui) Lewis V. //oare (1881), 44 L. T. 66. 

[i) Geary, Walker Co. v. Lawrence & Son (1906), Hudson on Building 
Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. >1., p. 406. 

(y) Goodwin v. Brand (1905), 7 (Ct. of Bess.) 995. 

(i) Bee Tem'perley Steam Slopping Co. v. Smyth tft Ce., [1905] 2 K. B. 791* 
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describing accurately, at the time the contract is entered into, every 
article to be used in the building or work. Instead, therefore, of 
giving a description of the article required, the contractor is directed 
in the specification to provide and fix the article, whatever it is, at 
the “p c.,*’ or “prime cost sum,” of so many shillings or pounds, as 
the case may l)e, which the architect thinks will he the probable 
prime cost of the article required. 

The architect may in addition define the meaning of “p.c.,”or 
“ prime cost sums,” and state that they are the net sum paid or 
pay^ahle to the merchant, either with or without, and usually without, 
any allowance to the contractor for profit. Notwithstanding the 
orcliiiary acceptation of the term, the contractor often seeks to recover 
not the net cost, but the cost to an ordinary person, out of which 
the contractor has had the benefit of trade discounts as well as 
discounts for cash. It appears to be clear that he cannot be 
entitled to trade discounts (/), but whether ho is entitled to discount 
for cash must depend on the circumstances in each case. It would 
seem that, apart from special circumstances, the contractor is not 
eiitilled to cash discount. The building owner’s obligation is to 
pay iirime cost, and it would seem that he cannot be under any 
obligation to pay some other price. The contractor may be under 
no obligation to pay cash, but if ho does, it would seem that he 
cannot eliarge the building owner more than he has paid, namely, 
prime cost. Jt has been held that, in the ease of a quantity 
surveyor who obtained a discount for cash on the payment by him 
of certain lithographer’s charges, he was, as against the person who 
employed him, entitled to the discount so obtained, hut this case 
depended on proof of a custom (ii/). 

683. A provision is often inseried in building contracts that the 
builder shall provide a sum either for contingencies, such as extras, 
or, on the other hand, to pay for some contemplated work a tender 
for which may liave been obtained from some merchant or 
specialist, or for some work the exact nature of wliicli has not 
been defined at the date of the contract. The sum so provided is 
generally referred to as a provisional sum. Clauses are often 
inserted defining the rights of the building owner and the architect 
in respect of these sums, and where such clauses exist the contract 
must be referred to. Apart from any special terms, it would seem 
that, if no expenditure is required for such contingencies, a provisional 
sum inserted therefor can be deducted. In the other case, that 

if the provisional sum is inserted in the contract for a specific 
work, it would seem that the work cannot be omitted and given 
to another contractor without rendering the employer liable for 
damages for loss of profit ( 71 ). 

684. The question of the liability of the building owner to 
builders’ merchants employed to carry out work contemplated by 
provisional sums has occasioned much litigation. This arises 

U) Compare Ilippisley y. Knee Brothers, [1905] 1 K. B. 1. 

(m) Low^on School Board v. Northcroft (1889), lludijoii on Building Ooutracts, 
3rd ed,, Yol. II., p. 142. 

( 4 ) Uallayhti’ V. Hirsh (1899), New York 4o App. Div. 4(37. 
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generally from three causes : either because the builder’s merchant 
declines to take orders from the builder or prefers to take them 
from the architect, and the architect, without consulting his 
employer, gives orders to the merchant direct (in which case it is 
doubtful on whose account he gives the orders), or because 
ambiguous provisions are inserted in the contract, or because of 
conditions empowering the architect to direct payment of these sums 
due to the merchant.^ It has been held that where an architect has 
this power, and he certifies a sum as due to a merchant and deducts 
this sum from money due to the contractor, the building owner 
under the particular circumstances of the case is liable to pay the 
merchant (o). There is, however, apart from special circumstances, 
no right in the merchant to recover money from anyone with whom 
he has not contracted, and this is a question of fact. Where the 
merchant has received an order from the architect, it is also a 
question of fact whether the architect is personally liable, or 
whether he is the agent of the building owner or even of the 
builder in ordering the goods. 

A clause is sometimes inserted in the building contract, for the 
protection of the merchant, to the effect that, if the contractor is 
delaying payment to the merchant, the architect shall have power 
to order direct payment by the building owner to the merchant. 
Such a power is not annulled by the builder’s bankruptcy, and if 
the architect acts on it the merchant is entitled to be paid in 
priority to the claim of the builder’s trustee in bankruptcy (p). 


Part XVI. — Guarantees and Sureties. 

Sect. 1. — For due Performance by the Contractor, 

585. In building and engineering contracts the contractor some- 
times has to find sureties who by a bond {q) or otherwise make 
themselves responsible for the due performance of the contract by 
the contractor. Urban authorities are required by statute {r) to 
take sufficient security in the case of contracts to the amount of 
iilOO or upwards {e). Boards of guardians are authorised to require 
sureties from the contractor if they deem it advisable (0- 


(o) Jlohhs V. Tarnrr (1002), 18 T. L. II. 2115. 

(p) Re Wilkinson, Ex parte Fowler, [1905] 2 K B. 713. 

As to bonds generally, see title Bonds, ]>]). 79 et seq., ante, and for form 
of such bond, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. VI., p. 244. 

(r) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c, 55), s. 174 (4). See title Public 
Heautii etc, 

(«) It has not been decided whether this sub-section is mandatory or only 
directory. S. 174 (1) has been decided to be mandatory {Younq & Co. v. Jioi/al 
Leamington Spa Corporation (1883), 8 App. Gas. 517), and s. 174 (2) to be 
directory (iSoo</i//2 Upper Urban Council v, Wakefidd Rural Council, [1905] 2 Cli. 
516). If the sub-section is mandatory, the effect of not taking sdfcurity would 
be to avoid the contract ; if it is only directory, the contract would be valid. 
Bee further, titles LocAi. Government; Public Health etc. 

(f) General Poor Law Order of 1847, Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised, 
Vol. X, “Poor, England,” p, 74. 
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Where sureties are required by the contract it will depend on the 
terms of the contract whether or not the providing of the sureties 
is a condition precedent to payment (u). 

686 . The principles relating to the validity of the undertaking 
of sureties, their release, and the remedies of the employer are 
generally the Siirae in the case of building contracts as in that of 
other contracts of suretyship (w). 

A surety may be discharged by actual completion of the works 
the subject of the guarantee in accordance with tfie specification, 
although a certificate, which is a condition precedent to paymejit 
to the contractor, has not been given, but this depends on the 
terms of the guarantee (aj). Where there has been concealment by 
the contractor of defective work, and a certificate has been fraudu- 
lently obtained by him from the engineer, the surety will not be 
discharged (?/). 

An immaterial alteration in the contract made after the guarantee 
has been entered into will not discharge the surety (^). 

A mere misrccital of a fact, as that a specification had been 
signed ^^hen in fact it had not, is not such a fraud or concealment 
as will release the surety to). But if tlio works are wiiliout tlie 
knowledge of the surety mfide su))ject to ilie supervision and 
approval of the engineer of some third party, the surety will be 
discharged (h). 

Where the employer shall and may ’’ insure the works at the 
expense of the contractor, a surety will be discharged by his failure 
to do so (r). 

An increase of the amount of work to be done or an exteiision 
of time for constructing the work will also have the eftect of dis- 
charging the contractor’s sureties {d). 

The surety will also he discharged if, without his knowledge and 
assent, the employer makes any payment to the contractor before 
the lime when such payment is due under the contract (c), unless 
authorised by the guarantee so to do. 

If the contractor becomes insane, and consequently unable to 
pel form the work, the sureties are entitled to complete the 
contract (/'). 


(ii) Soe Iloherts v. Fh'eit (ISCo), 11 11. L. Cas. -I.IT ; and p. 226, ante. 

(w;) See title GtTjara^tee. 

(r) Compare Lends v. Hoarc (ISSl), 44 L. T. 66 . 

(//) Kivffsiori'Oii- Hull Corporation y. Ilarflivf/, [1802] 2 Q. B. 491, 

(^1 Andrcins v. Lnivrrvre (ISO,')), 19 0. B. (n, s.) 76S. 

\>f) Lnsscfl V. Tih'lrtt (ISO, 3), 16 L. T. 2S0. 

{h) Easibounie Local Jloa 7 'd (ISOS), 20 1j. T. 669. 

0 ) V. l>hitUleivorlh (ISGI), 7 II. & N. 606 . 

(fO Htirrison v, Sepmour (ISOO), L, R. 1 0. V. 618. 

(f) General Idkain Kavigatiou <v. v. Holt (18.79), 6 (\ B. (n s.) rj.’jO, , 781 , where 
iiit^talments of price were paid to the contractor before ho had done the work in 
respect of wiiicli they weio payable ; Warre v. Calvert (1837), 7 Ad. & El, 143, 
where the contract in'ovidod for advances from tiino to timo of not more than 
thi'ce-fourths of the value of the work completed, and the sums advanced 
exceeded the whole value of the work ; Calvert v. London Dock Co. (1838), 7 
L J. (nn.) 90, where rotentifm money was advanced to the contractor. 

(/} Tracei/ y. M (Jahe (1893), 32 L. it. Ir. 21. • . ' 
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» 

An employer who is sued by the contractor may bring in the 
surety as third party to a counterclaim against the contractor for a 
breach of the contract guaranteed (g), 

SncT. 2. — For Payment of the Contractor. 

587. Ruretiea to guarantee the payment of the contractor are 
frequent in the case of private employers (//), and they are some- 
times lujcessary where the employer is a public body, especially 
where ihe price is payable out of poor rates. 

Ill some cases there may also be a guarantee for the jmyment of 
a sub-contractor. In such a case, if there is an ohligaticiii on the 
])art of the contractor to supply the work within a fixed time 
coupled with a similar obligation on the part of the sub-contractor, 
and the employer waives delay on the part of the contractor, and 
the contractor is liable to pay tlie sub-contractor in full, the surety 
cannot set up the delay on the part of tlio suh-contracior as a 
defence in an action by the sub-contractor on his guarantt.-e {i). 

SncT. 3. — For Finaneing the Contractor. 

588. In some cases the contractor finds it necessary to obtain 
sureties, to guarantee his banking account (/c) or other liabilities he 
may incur (/), and such sureties are sometimes given a charge over 
the contractor’s interest in the contract. 

The effect of such charges to sureties is similar to other cases 
of assigumont of payments to be made under the contract 


Part XVII. — Arbitration Clauses in Building 

Contracts. 

Sp:ct. 1 . — In Oeneral. 

589. It is very common to insert in building and engineering 
contracts a clause to the effect tliat, in case disputes arise between 
the contractor on the one side and the employer or his architect on 
the other, such disputes sliall be referred to arbitration, hiuch 
clauses vary in their sco})0 in different contracts. In some cases 
they include all disputes that may arise wTlhout exception ; in others 
only disputes as to particular subjects are to be referred to arbitra- 
tion. In some cases the arbitrator is named or is an iiidopendeut 


to) Turner v. Hednesford Gas Co, (1878), 3 Ex, L\ Ho, 

{h) Andrewa v. Lawrence (1805), 19 0. 15. (n. s.) 708, is an instance of such a 
guarantee. 

(i) OaaileT'V, Found (1863), 7 L. T. 852. • 

(k) Brice v. Bannister (1878), 3 Q. H. I). 509; lie Aaphaltk Wood Pavement 
Co., Lee and Chapman's Case (1880), 30 Ch. D. 21 G. 

(l) Heminy v. Maline arid Tremery (1835), 4 L, J. (ex.) 245, 

{m) See p. 267, ante. 
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person appointed in some prescribed way ; in others each party is to 
appoint an arbitrator, and these arbitrators in case of difference 
are to appoint an umpire ; while in others, again, the architect or 
engineer is the arbitrator, notwithstanding that he is the agent of 
the employer {u). 

Arbitration clauses in building contracts are to be construed in 
accordance with the general law of arbitration (o), and are governed 
by the Arbitnition Act, 1889 (p). 

* In the case of an action by a contractor for damages arising from 
an alleged wrongful forfeiture of a contract containing an arbitra- 
tion clause covering the cause of action, the court may exercise its 
discretion by refusing a stay (q). 

Sect. 2. — IJlutt is included hi an Arbitration Clause, 

590. Whether a particular dispute is within the scope of an 
arbitration clause depends in each particular case on the wording of 
the clause ; and wlien the arbitration is to be by the architect or 
engineer, the clause should be construed strictly (r). 

Thus a clause providing that disputes in any way relating to 
the contract and the conditions connected with or relating to the 
proposed buildings and ^vorks should be referred to the architect 
as arbitrator does not, it would seem, give the architect power 
arbitrarily to determine the final balance due to the contractor 
on completion {h) ; and, in the absence of express provisions, the 
architect will not have jurisdiction to decide in his capacity as 
arbitrator whether or not the employer has committed breaches of 
tlie contract, by delaying the works or wrongfully ousting the 
contractor (t). 

Where tlie reference Is to an independent arbitrator or umpire, 
an arbitration clause will ap])arently be construed rather more 
widely than in the case of reference to the agent of one of the 
parties (ti). 


{n) For forms of arbitration clauses see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. 11., 
pp. 94, o86, GO I ; and for form of agreement to refer, ibid., p. 109. 

(o) As to the general law of arbitration, see title Ahuitration, Vol. I, 

Ip) & o‘,i Viet. c. 49.' 

( 7 ) Pickering y. Cape Town Rail. Co. (1865), L. R. 1 Eq. 84; and see N(M 
Prutbers Fefroleum Production Co. v. titewart (P.) tfe Co. (1890), 6 T. L. 11. 878 ; 
contra, Renshaw v. Qitcm Anne Mansions Vo., [18971 1 Q. 15. 662 ; Parry v. 
Liverpool. Matt Co., [1900] I Q. B. 889. 

(r) Northampton Gas Light Co. v. Parnell (1855), 16 C. 13. 630 ; Tovgh v. 
Durnbarion Water Worlcs Commissioner's (1872), 11 Maeph. (Ct. of Soss.) 286 ; 
Lawson v. Wallasey Local hoard (1883), 48 L. T. 507; Hutcheson dc Co. v. 
Eaton & Son (1884), 18 Q. B. 1). 861. 

(«) Pashhy y. Birmingham Corporation (1856), 18 C. B. 2. 

Northampton, Gas Light Co. v. Parnell, supra ; Moyers v. Soady (1886), 18 
L, R. Ir. 499; Hwiaey and M^Larnon v. Ballymena Commissioners (1888), 28 
L. R. Ir. 122 ; Macluiy & Son v, Leven Police Commissioners (1893), 20 R. (Ct. 
of Sess.) Wells y. Army and Navy Co-operative Society, Ltd, (1902), 86 

L. T. 764. But see Lawson v. Wallas&y Local Board, supra: Levy & Co. v. 
Thomsons (1888), 10 R. (Ot. of Sess.) 1134. , 

(m) Re Hohenzollern Avtien Gesellschaft fur Locomotivbaa and the City of 
Londofi Contract Corporation (1886), 2 T. L. R. 470. 
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691. Where there has been abandonment or rescission of the 
contract, the arbitration clause will, it would seem, cease to apply 
unless there is a special provision extending the scope of the clause 
to such a case (//;), or unless the arbitration clause is suflicieiitly 
wide to include the question whether such al)andonment or rescis- 
sion is a breach of the contract between the parties (a). 

Where a sub-contractor agrees to be bound by the terms of a 
princii^al contract, which contains a clause referring disputes 
between the employer and the contrfictor to arbitration, this does 
not operate as a submission to arbitration of disputes between the 
contractor and the sub-contractor (t), unless that term of the 
principal contract is exj)ressly incorporated in the sub-contract (r:). 

Sect. 3. — Difference between Arbitration and Certifying, 

592. In cases where the architect or engineer wlio has to give a 
certificate of appi'oval of the work done is also the person designated 
to act as arbitrator in case of disputes, it is very important to dis- 
tinguish between his duties and powers in his capacity as a certifier 
from those in his capacity as arbitrator. It must also be observed 
that he may be acting in regard to the same matter at one time 
in the one capacity and at another time in tlie other (r/). When 
the architect or engineer is acting in his caj)acity as certifier the 
provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1889 (r), do not apply, wliilo wlien 
he is acting in his capacity as arbitrator they do. 

In most cases it is possible to make this distinction, l)ut it some- 
times occurs that a liuilding contract is framed in such a way as to 
make the two capacities inseparable. For instance, where the 
approval or condemnation of work and materials is left to the sole 
discretion of the architect, it would seem that as to these matters 
he is acting during the whole progress of the works in a gnnfii- 
judicial capacity, whereas in other cases he might be acting as 
agent of the employer while the work was being done, and in a 
judicial capacity when subsequently deciding a dispute as to the 
sufficiency of the work or materials. In this former case the 
employei- might not discover the negligent approval of iri- 
BufUcient work etc. until after the expiration of the 7 //tf/?i-judicial 
powers of the architect. 

693. The first distinction to be observed is that where architects 
and engineers have to decide matters by the exercise of tlieir skill 
and knowledge of the particular subject on which they have to give 
a decision, or where their certificate or determination (not award) 
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(w) Mansfield v. Doolin (1869), 4 I. R. 0. L. 17, 25 ; Hell v. Keeaing (1888), 7 
N. Z. L. R. 165. See also General BillposUng Cv, v. Atkinson (1908), 24 T. L. K 
285. 

(^i) Rmshaw v. Queen Anne Mansions Co,, [1897] 1 Q. B. 662 ; Parry v, 
Liverpool Malt Co,, [1900] 1 Q. B. 339. 

(5) Goodwins v. Brand & Son (1905), 7 F. (Ct. of Sees.) 995. • 

(c) See Temperley Steam Shipping Co» v. Smyth Co., [1905] 2 K. B. 791. 

(f*!) Cross V. Leeds Corporation (1902), Hudson on Building (contracts, 3rd ed,, 
Vol. IL. p. 369. • 

(e) W 4^ 53 Viet. 0. 49. Sec title Vol. I*, p. 441. 
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is made a condition precedent to the contractor’s right to payment, 
they are not arbitrators (/). 

Where architects or engineers have to decide the value of worlcs 
done by the contractor, they are primd facie valuers, and not 
arbitrators (//). 13iit although a valuation or appraisement is gene- 
rally not an award, it may become so under particular circumstances. 
Thus, where the intention of the parties is that their respective 
cases slioiild ho heard and a decision arrived at upon the evidence 
adduced before the person who is to value, then, although the 
object to be ai-rived at is the ascertainment of the value of the 
works, the matter can properly bo considered as an arbitration (h). 

Whore the function of the architect in the particular matter is to 
prevent a dispute arising, then he is not an arbitrator, but where 
the agreement is that any dispute shall he inquired of and deter- 
mined by tlie arclntoct, that may, whore there is to be anything of 
the nature of a judicial inquiry, be a submission to arbitration, and 
the determination of tlie architect may be an award, although it is 
in the form of a certificate (O- 

594. The important question is the intention of the parties. 
If they intend to have a valuation, and not a judicial inquiry, the 
fact of the person named hearing evidence will not overrule their 
intention, and his determination is a valuation, and not an 
award (/r). And it does not matter whether the architect is called 
an arbitrator if the intention of the parties was that he should 
a(’t as a valuer or certifier (/). 

AVhether the clause referring matters arising under the con- 
tract to the ai'cliitect is intended to provide for a judicial inquiry 
or not, 11)0 tendency is to treat the matter as a submission to 
arbitration, even in cases where the subject-matter of the archi- 
tect’s determination may not require a judicial inquiry. Ihit 
when the architect has given his decisioji as a certifier without 
the c.ontractor having previously claimed to be heard by him, or to 
1)0 allowed to adduce evidence, the tendency will he to tr('at the 
intejuion of the ])artios as being tliat he should determine by the 
exercise of his skill and judgment, and not judicially (?/0- 

595. Tt is also important to distinguish the functions of the 
architect as certifier or valuer from tliose as arbitrator in view of 


(/) liatif/rr V. Orfat Wv’iffrn TiaiJ. Co. (1854), 5 H. L. Cas. 72; Scott v. 
Liverpool Vorjioratum (1858), 28 L, J. (rji.)280; Trafifs»;()ri/i V. (1871), 

h. K 0 Q. K 832. 

(tf) Soe Be (Jar us- Wilson and Gremr (1888), 18 Q. B. I). 7. 
ilf) On the analogy of a valiiatiuu of tenant’s compensation (Re Hopper 
(1887), L. E. 2 a B. 3(57). 

(») 11 adsworih v. Smith, supra, per Blackbujin, J., at p. 337. 

(/f) On the analogy of a valuation of compensation (Re Dmvdy (1885), 15 
Q. B. D. 426). 

(/) Compare (Jollins v. Collins (1858), 26 Boav. 306; Re Hammond and 
Waterton (1890), 62 L. T. 808. 

( 7 ?i) Goodyear v. Weymouth and JMehomhe Regis Corporation (I 860 ), 35 L. J. 
( 0 . r.) 12; Sharpe v. San l*au1o Rail, Co, (1873), 8 (I)h. App. 597, 601, 613; 
J.nidlaw v. Hastings Pier Co. (1874), Jenkins and BaVmond, Ayohitpet’s I^egaJ 
JIandhook, 4th ed., pj). 238, ^56, 
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the power to revoke a submission to arbitration by leave of the 
court (/<)» while an agreement for valuation is irrevocable {o). 

Also if the arcliitect should die, or become incaimble, or refuse to 
act, then, if it is an arbitration, a substitute may be appointed by 
the court (p), while it has been held that this power does not exist 
in the case of persons selected to decide questions by the exercise 
of their skill and judgment (q). 

The same considerations apply in tlje case of an umpire as in 
that of a reference to the decision of one valuer or arbitrator. 

596 . AVhere a building contract contains a clause by which tlie 
determination or certificate of the architect is made final and con- 
clusive between the parties, or is made a condition precedent to any 
right of the contractor to payment (r), and the contract also con- 
tains a clause by whicli all disputes are to bo referred to arbitra- 
tion, a question arises as to how far the arbitration clause affects 
the certificate clause. 

Where the arbitration clause, as in many cases, in express terms 
excepts certain matters and leaves them to the solo discretion of 
the architect, no arbitration can arise in respect of those matters 
except by agreement, and, in the absence of an allegation of fraud, 
neither the court nor the arbitrator has jurisdiction to review the 
determination of the architect as to them (h). 

Where, on the other hand, thei*e is no exju'ess restriction of the 
scope of the arhiti'ation clause, the jurisdiction of tlie arbitrator 
does not apparently extend to review the correctness of measure- 
mods (0 and valuations («) where they are made conclusive between 
tlio parties, or cojiditions precedent to a right to payment (/;). The 
architect or engineer in giving such a certificate is acting so as to 
prevent a dispute arising, and the jurisdiction of the arbitrator only 
comes into existence when a disunite has actually arisen. When 
there are two clauses giving similar jurisdiction either to the 
architect or to the arbitrator, the effect seems to be that when the 
architect has given his certificate before a disj^ute has actually 


Skot. 3. 

Difference 
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Arbitration 

^nd 

Certifying. 

Appointment 
of substitutes. 


How far 
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clause. 
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Wliere 

certificate 

conclusive. 


(/.•) Arbitralion Act, 1889 (.32 A .33 Viet. c. 49), s. 1. See title AiirurRATiON, 
Vol. J., i>. 449. 

(0) Nurlhawptov Gas Light Co. v. Parnell (18.3o), lo C. h. 8.30. 

( p) Arbitration Act, 1889 (o2 & .33 Viet. c. 49), ss. 5, 6. JSoe title Arbitration, 
Vol. 1., p. 456. 

(7) lie Hammond and Watrrl(m (1890), 62 L. T. 808. 

(r) Roe p. 210, ante. 

(s) Hharpe v. Ban l\ndo Hail, Co, (18’7.3), 8 Ch. App. 597 ; Lawson v. Wallasey 
Local Board (1883), 48 L. T. 507. 

(1) Macdonald v. Malcolm (1855), 17 Diinl, (Ot. of Sesfl.), 10.33. 

(a) Re Meadows and Kenwortiuf (1897), Hudson' on Building Contracts^ 
3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 292, 

(I?) Clemence v. Clarke (1880), Hudson on Building Oontractfl, 3rd ed., Vol. IT., 
p. 41, per Lindley, J., at p. 52 : “ What interpretation is to be put upon two 
such clauses ? I apprehend — and you must give them both effect — it would 
stand in this way ; that if it is capable of being made the subject of a reference, 
it is not to be conclusive for the purpose of that reference, but it ft to bo con- 
clusive for every other purpose. That would be the construction I should put 
upon it, assuming that the certificate is a proper subject-matter of reference, 
wnich I doubt very much indeed.” See also Briinsdon y. Btairm Local Board 
(188-^), 1 Cab. 4 Jill. 5?72 (a case of e^ttras), 
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arisen it is final and conclusive between the parties, but if a dispute 
has arisen before the architect has certified, then his pow'er of 
certifying is destroyed, and the jurisdiction of the arbitrator 
arises (c). 

Where, however, although the architect lias power to give a 
certificate, that certificate is not made conclusive between the 
parties, and is not made a condition precedent to payment, such 
a certificate would be subject to an arbitration clause in the 
contract (d), 

697. In some contracts payment has to be made either on the 
certificate of the engineer or on the award of the ai-bitrator (e). In 
such a case the award of the arbitrator, if there has been arbitra- 
tion, is just as much a condition precedent to payment as the 
certificate would otherwise be (/). 

If the architect, however, purports to decide in liis capacity of 
arbitrator questions as to which his determination is conclusive, 
together with other questions as to which he is really an arbitrator, 
he will subject himself, in respect of both classes of matters, to the 
jurisdiction which the court has over him as arbitrator (rn). 

698. Where in fact there is, or can be, no dispute, the arbitration 
clause does not come into operation at all (h). 

Where, however, the imrties have once actually referred a question 
to arbitration, they will, it would seem, be bound by the award, 
although either might previously liave successfully opposed the 
reference to arbitration (i). 

Sect. 4. — Disqualification of Arhiirator, 

699. Although the general law as to the disqualification of 
arbitrators applies to building contracts, just as it does in other 
cases, this class of contracts often presents tlie peculiarity of the 
person designated as arbitrator being the agent of one of the 
parties. This peculiarity has given rise to mucli litigation. The 
effect of the decisions is that where an architect has two duties to 
perform, i.e., to superintend and control the work and to act as 
arbitrator, no honest exercise of his functions in the one capacity 
will disqualify him from acting in the oilier capacity (A). Nor will 
even extremely strong expressions of opinion in his capacity of 


(c) Lloyd Bros. v. Milward (1895), Hudson on Huildiug Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. II., p. 288. See also Clemevce v. Clarke (1880), Hudson on Building Con- 
tracts, 3rd ed., Vol. IL, p. 41. 

(d) Be HohenzoUern Actim Qeselhchnft fur Locomotudxiu and City of London 
Contract Corporation (1886), 2 T. L. li. 470 ; RoHns v. Goddard^ [1905] 1 K. B. 

294. 

(e) Sharpe v. San Paulo Bail. Co, (1873), 8 Ch. App. 697. 

If) Jbid., per Mellish, L.J., at p. 613. 

ig) MilU ^ Bayley (1863), 32 L. J. (EX.) 179. 

(A) Greenock Parochial Board v. Coghill & S(ni (1878), 5 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 
732. 

(0 Goodwin V. 72. (1898), 28 Can. S. C. R. 273. • 

(A) Scott Y* Carluke Local Aathoritg (1879), 6 R. (Ct, of Senp.) 6l6i 
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superintendent disqualify him from acting as arbitrator (Z), except 
where such expressions shew that he is not open to argument (m). 

Thus, an architect is not disqualified from acting as arbitrator by 
the fact that there is money due to him as architect from the 
employer(n) nor by being subsequently appointed manager to the 
employer (o) ; nor by holding shares in a company which is em- 
ploying him in a case where the fact is known by the contractor ( p) ; 
nor by subsequently expressing an opinion during the progress of 
the works as to matters in dispute (q) ; nor by complaints of the way 
in which the contractor is performing the works (r)‘, nor by his 
measurements being impeaclied («) ; nor by revising the specifica- 
tions or schedules for the works {t) ; nor by the fact that one of 
the parties has brought an action against him, alleging fraud and 
misrepresentation (u) ; nor on the ground that he is In substance 
made the judge as to his owui competence to advise his employers, 
unless there is sufficient reason to suppose that he wdll not act 
fairly (a) ; nor, when the reference is to the principal engineer 
for the time being, by the fact that some other person has been 
put over his head as principal engineer of amalgamated works 
which include the w^orks the subject-matter of the contract (/>) ; 
nor by the fact that the construction of the work may iini)rove 
his own estate (c‘) ; nor unless the court is satisfied that the 
arbitrator cannot deal impartially with the matters in dispute ((/), 
or without adjudicating on his own defaults and neglects (e), 

(l) (*ro8S V. Leeds Corporation (1902), Iludsou on Building Cuutrncts, 3rd od., 
Vol. II., p. 369, where the engineer had characterised the claim of the con- 
tractor on which he was to adjudicate as being “ outrageous.” 

(m) NuttaH y . ^f(mc,hesttr Corporation (1892), 8 T. L. It. .513 ; liarita/ Brotlicn 
V. Donlton Co. (1892), 61 L. J. (q. b.) 704; Jackson v. JUirrtf RmL Co., [1893] 
1 Ch. 238 ; lie Frankenhery and Becurdy Co. (1894), 10 T. Ij. It. 393. 

{n) Morgan v. Morgan (1832), 2 L. J. (EX.) o6. 

(o) Phipps V. Edinburgh and Glasgow Hail. Co. (1813), o Dunl. (Ct. of Sess.) 
1025. 

(p) 'Ranger v. Great lP^este?'?i Kail. Co. (1854), 5 U. L. Cas. 72. Unless tho 
pecuniary interest is known to the builder it will disqualify {Ikddow v. Beddow 
(1878), 9Cli. D. 889). 

{g) Hughes v. Liverpool Corporation, Annual Practice, 1890-1891, p. 152; 
Jackson v. Barry Rail. Co., [1893] 1 Ch, 238; Ives and Barker y. Willans, 
[1894] 2 Ch. 478 ; Halliday v. Hamilton's (Duke) Trustees (1903), 5-P. (Ct. of 
Sess.) 800. 

(r) Scott V. Carluke T^ocal Authority (1879), 6 E. (Ct. of Sess.) 616. 

(fl) Mackay v. Barry Parochial Board (1883), 10 E. (Ct. of Sess.) 1046. 

(^) Adams v. Great North of Scotland Rail. Co. (1889), 26 Sc. L. E. 765, 772. 

(a) Belcher y. Itoedran School Site and Buildings, ftd. (1901), 85 L. T. 468. 
See also Buchan y. Melville (1902), 39 Sc. L. E. 398. 

(tt) Ives and Bacher y. Willans, supra, at p. 488 ; Bckersley y. Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board, [1894] 2 Q. B. 667. 

(fc) He Wansheck Rail. Co. and Trowsdale (1866), L. E. 1 C. P. 269, where 
the railway had been amalgamated with other railways, and tho person referred 
to was not the principal engineer of the amalgamated railways, though he 
remained engineer of that pait which was the subject-matter of the contract. 

(c) Johnston v. Cheape (1817), 5 Dow, 247 ; Drew y. Drew (1852), 14 Dunl. 
(Ct. 01 Sees.) 569, affirmed by House of Lords, 'Times (March 12, 1855). 

(d) lie Donkin and Company of Proprietors of Leeds and Liverpool Canal 

(1893). 9 T. L, E. 192. ^ 

(e) Nvttall V. Manchester Corporation (1892), 8 T. L. R. 613 ; Eckersky 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, [1894] 2 Q. B. 667 ; Wells v. Army and Navy 
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The parties have agreed on a tribunal, which they knew would 
not be absolutely impartial, and they must abide by their agree- 
ment (/). But if an arbitrator has misconducted himself, the court 
may remove him {//). 


Part XVIII. — Architects and Engineers. 

Skct. 1 . — Employment and AuthoriUj. 

Suii'SF.rT. 1. — In (hnitraL 

600. Arcliitocts and engineers are not; iisnally employed under a 
written contract when the employment is to design and superintend 
a building or works, but in the case where drawings and plans are 
Ruhmitted in a competition the published conditions of the competi- 
tion, coupled with the accei)tance by the architect, may constitute a 
writcen contract to employ the successful competitor. 

If the contract between the employer and the contractor contains 
provisions which define, limit, or extend the authority of the archi- 
tect, the authority will be construed strictly, and as not extending 
to confer powers not necessary for the effectual exercise of tlie 
powers expressly granted (/O. 

In the case of corporations and local bodies bound to contract 
under seal (/), the appointment of an architocL or engineer requirtis 
to be under seal (j). 

Suu-Sect. 2 . — Author it tf as A<jentm 

601. The objects for wliicli an architect or engineer is employed 
comprise the preparation of drawings and plans for the buildings 
or works in contemplation, and also the superintendence of then- 
construction, and he generally is, depending on the teruis of the 


Ci)-opf.raiive Society (11K)2), lluduou ou Building Contracts, 3rd od., Vol. II., 
p. 376. ... 

(/) See also, as to disqualification of the architect as certifier or qnasi~ 
arhitrator, p. 218, ante. 

C/) ArhiLration Act, 1880 (o2 53 Viet. c. 40), s. 11 (1) It is misconduct 

under this section for an arhitrator deliberately to decide contrary to law 
(Darlhiqton Wagem C 9 . V. J/arJiny and 2'roavttle J*ier and Steamboat Vo., 
[1801] i Q. B. 245). 

(h) Sharpe v. San roulo Jtaif. Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. 507 ; Lawson v. 
Wallasey Local Board (1883), 48 L. T. 507 ; Betts [Frederick), I ML v. Bickfords, 
Ltd,, [1906] 2 Ch. 87. 

. (*) For these, see titles Coiiro rations ; Local Government. 

(/) Hnnt V. Wimbledon Local Board (1878), 4 C. P. D. 48, approved in Young 
dt Co. V. lioyal Leamington Spa Corporation (1883), 8 App. Cas. 517 ; but 
sealing maybe dispensed with where the consideration has been executed, if the 
corporation is not one to which the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), 
B. 174, applies [Lawfurd Billericay Rural District Coinicd. [1903] 1 K. B. 772). 
Pee title Corpobations. Pee Dyte v. St. Pancras Boaid of Guardians (1872), 27 
li. T- 842. 
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contract, the agent of the building owner or employer in both these 
respects (h ) . 

With regard to drawings and plans, although the architect is the 
agent of the building owner, ho has no implied authority to warrant 
that they are correct, or that the work can bo carried out in 
accordance with theni, or tliat temporary constructional works, 
in the case of engineering contracts, are practicable (0- 

1 f, however, the architect makes representations as to the accuracy 
of plans, or as to the (juantiiies of work to be done, or other matters, 
and dues so fraudulently, and with tlie intention that they should be 
a,cted on, and the}^ have actually been acted on, and that to the 
prejudice of llio contractor, the employer will be liable in respect 
of them, and cannot escape liability by relying on a clause in 
tlie contract piiiporting to throw the onus of inquiry on the 
contractor (/a). 

The authority of tlie architect as agent does not empower him 
without the knowledge or consent of his enijdoyer to make promises 
tliat conditions contained in it will be varied or waived (a), and if 
the einployer is a cuirporation, which can only contract under seal, 
tl)e authority must be under seal (o). 

If tliBie are omissions in the plans, drawings, or specifications, 
the architect has no implied authority to order as extras such things 
omitted as are necessary to couiiilotc the contract (p), or, w'here the 
hcdiemo is impracticable, to order as an extra work w hich is necessary 
to oiuiblo the w'orks to be constructed (q). 

In most cases an architect has to 8upi)ly detailed or working 
di awings din ing the progress of the work. This duty, however, is 
only to be exercised for the purpose of directing the contractor as 
to the exact manner in whiclj the work described generally in the 
contract plans and drawings is to be done(/*)- 

602. Where an arcliltect is merely instructed to prejiare plans, 
his employment is that of a skilled draughtsman, and not that of 
an agent, and lie has no iiujilied authority to obtain tenders or to 
negotiate for advances (6*) ; but where he has autb >rity to obtain 
tenders, lie is entitled to use the customary means of obtaining 
them (/). And further, if the tenders he submits are not accepted 
by the building ow ner, it would seem that lie is entitled to get others 
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ik) n. V. Veto (1820), 1 Y. & J. 37, at p. /i4 ; TFa/Z/s v. Ruhins^m (1862), 3 
F. & F. 307 ; Kiinherley v. Dick {\Sll)y L. R. 13 ICq. 1 ; Lnidfawv, Ilastinya 
do. (1874), JeukiiiB and K.'iymoiid, Architoct M J.ogal Handbook, 4tli ed., 
]>. 238. 

(/) Thorn v. London Cmyoralion (1876), 1 App. Cas. 120. 

('//*) Pearson {IS,) it Son, Ltd, v. Dublin Corporati(m, [1007] A. C. 3ol. 

(?i) Sharpe v. San Paulo Rail, Co. (1873), 8 Ch. App. «597. 

(o) Youny v. Royal Leamington Spa Corporation (1883), 8 App. Cas. ol7. 

( jj) Sharpe v, San Paulo Rail. Co., %upra. 

\?) T'harsia Shlphur and Copper Co, v. M' Elroy d: Sons (1878), 3 App. 
Cas. 1040. 

(r) R, V. PdOy supra y at p. 54 ; Cooper v. Langdon (1841), 0 M. & W. 60. 

(fl) Sprait V. Dornford (1802), Iludson ou Building Ooiitracta, 3rd ed., 
Vol. II., p. 7. 

{t) Ab to employing a quantity Biu veyor for this purpose, eee p. 309, post, 

H.L.— m, h 
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Bent in witliin the lime limited, or, it no time is limited, within a 
reasonahle time (h). An anthority to obtain tenders does not imply 
an authority to enter into a contract will) a builder or contractor, 
even when the tender is within the price the employer is prpj)ared 
to pay (rt). 

603. In tlic fil>senoo of a special jirovision io that effect in tlje 
building contract, ilie arcliitect has no authority to dismiss the 
contractor from his employment, l)ut such a iK)\ver is usually 
inserted in contracts in the form of a forfeiture clause (i>). 

604. The authority of the arcliitect to designate persons as suh- 
contractors or sjiecialists (i.c., persons to manufacture or supply 
special articles) depends on the terms of the contract in each case, 
and this may become important in considering the question to whom 
these sub-coji tractors are to look for payment (c). 

605. The architect or engineer has no general authority to vary, 
w^aive, or dispense with any conditions contained in the contract 
without being specially authorised to do so ; and even where he is 
authorised by the contract to give directions as to the manner in 
Avliich the work is to he carried out, he can only give such directions 
as fall W'itliin the contract, and may not vary the \vhole scheme 
of the proposed ^vorks(^/), or allow tlie substitution of entirely 
different materials for those Hi)ocilied in the contract (c). 

606. An architect or engineer lias authority to order extras only 
wlien the contract so provides, and then only to tlie extent provided 
therein. He cannot order work as an extra, or certify for materials 
as having been su])plicd, wlieii in fact tlie w^ork has not been 
done, or the materials supidied (/), The architect or engineer 
cannot waive or dispense with a condition that extras shall be 
ordered in writing, or any similar condition iq). If, however, lie 
lias power by a final and conclusive certificate to adjust the amount 
])ayablG by tlie employer to the contractor, the emjiloyer must jiay 
the amount certified for if the certificate is lionestly given, although 
tlie certificate may include work not done, or materials not supplied, 
or extras not executed or work pro])erly included in the contract 
work or extras not ordered in the manner prescribed by the 
contract (//). 


(?/) S>p Trtln/ V. hhnvrf (1s71), 1 j. T. Jinperia/ OtiernfW Jinhk v. (Iowan 

(187a), 29 Ji, T. 62 ; Bornnvmao v. Vrer (1878), 4 (1. 1^. I), 500, 

(«/) On the analogy of an estate agent {Hamer v. ki/tarjf (1874), L. K. 19 Eq. 
108). Roe title Aokncy, \ol ]., ]>. Hi(i. 

{h) See p. 249, ante. 

(r) Soe p. 275, arde. 

(d) B. V. Pdo (1820), 1 Y. & J. a7 ; Fiharpr v. ^av Panh Pail (Jo. (1873), 8 Oh. 
App. 597 ; llamsay v. P^ravd (1898), 25 K. (Ct. of Sess.) 1212. 

(c) Sieri v. Yonuy (1007), 9 E. (Ot. of Sess.) 300. 

(/) In the Binne way as shipowners are not liable on bills of Jading for goods 
which liave4iot boon shipped {Graot v, Norway (1851), 10 C. H. 065). And soe 
Bharpe v. Ban Paulo lin'il. OV., supra, 
iy) See p. 234, aide, 

(/?) Goodyear v. \yeyvwuih and Melcomle Piegis Gorjtoraiion (1865), 36 L, J. 
(c. r.) 12; G<mnor d' HuUnf v, Pd/ast \Valer Covimlmovcrs (187 J), 5 I. B. 0, 
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607. Architects and engineers, instead of employing a quantity 
surveyor to take out quantities for the purpose of tenders, sometimes 
take out the quantities themselves (/). It is doubtful whether any 
authority to do this can be implied (k). 

Many building and engineering contracts provide that deviations 
are to be measured up and paid for in accordance with a schedule 
of prices. If the architect or engineer has by the contract to 
certify the balance due to the contractor, he would have implied 
authority to measure the deviations for that purpose (/). 

608. So long as an architect acts honestly and within the scope 
of his employment as agent of the employer, he can incur no 
personal liability for liis acts to the contractor (la). 

If an architect or engineer exceeds liis authorily in ordering 
additional works of the contractor, he may incur liabilities towards 
the contractor for breach of warranty of authority (/?), but as such 
unauthorised acts would not bind his enijiloyor, it would seem that 
he could liardly incur any liability towanls his employer (o) in 
respect of them. 


SiiCT. 2,~--Diiiies of Architects and Hngineera. 
tSUB-iSMCr. 1. — l*rofeissHniul S/iill anil (Jdre. 

609. Although architects and engineers do not require to possess 
any diplomas or qualifying certilicates, they are bound to possess a 
reasonable amount of skill in the art or profession they exercise for 
reward, and to use a reasonable amount of care and diligence in the 
carrying out of work which they undertake, including the prepara- 
tion of plans and specifications (/i). Every person who enters into 
a profession undertakes to bring to the exercise of it a reasonable 
degree of care and skill ((/), and represents himself as understanding 
the subject and qualified to act in the business in which he professes 
to act (a). The employer buys both skill and judgment, and the 


.70 ; LaidhiKf v. IlastiufjA Pier Co, (1874), Jenkins and llaymond. Architect’s Legal 
JJandbook, 4tli ed., p. 238 ; Lapthorne. v. St. Anhyn (188.)), 1 Gab. A EL 486. 

(/) This was the course pursued by the architect in Youny v. lilake (1887), 
Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 106. 

yk) See, however, f.ansdowne v. Somerville (1862), 3 F. & F. 236, in which case 
Keating, J., left the following questions to the jury: “Was there such a 
custom [for the architect to take out tlie quantities], and was it known to the 
parties, and did they contract on the footing of the custom ? ” Thu jury found 
that there was such a custom known to the parties on the footing of which they 
contracted. 

U) Beattie v. Gilroy (1882), 10 IL (Ct. of Sees.) 226. 

(tw) Seep. 301, post. 

(?2) See title Agency, Yol. I., p. 221. 

(o) See p. 295, post. 

( p) Badyley v. Dickson (1886), 13 Ontario Appeals, 494, Osler, J.A., at 

p. 500 ; Beck v. Smirke (1894), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. 11., 
p. 286 (surveyor). , 

(7) Lanphier v. Phqws (1838), 8 C. & V. 475, per Tiniml, C.J., at p. 479 
(surgeon). 

(a) Jenkins v. Beiham fl851), 15 C. B. 168, per Jeuvis, O.J., at p. 188 (sur- 
veyor and valuer) ; Hurmer v. Cornelius (1858), 6 C. B. (N. 8.) 236, per WllJ-Ea, 
J., at p, 246 (scene painter). See title Bailment, Yol. L, pp. 559, 560. 
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Ai^chitect ought not to undertako the work if it cannot succeed, and 
he should know whetl er it will or not (/>). 

\yhere the directions of the employer to the architect are sus- 
ceptible of more than one meaning, and the architect honestly, but 
erroneously, ado])t8 the one which his employer did not intend, he 
will not be liable (c). 

610. As to the amount of skill required, the architect or 
engineer need not necessarily exercise an extraordinary degree of 
skill. It is not enougli to make him responsi])le that others of far 
greater experience or ability might have used a greater degree of 
skill, or even that ho might have used some greater degree. The 
question is whether there lias been such a M^ant of competent care 
and skill, leading to the bad result, as to amount to negligence (d). 

The duty of tlie architect to employ this competent degree of 
skill is only applicable, however, to the exorcise of his functions as 
agent of his employer, and not to his exercise of those as arbitrator 
or qaa.sq -arbitrator (6), for when he is acting in the latter capacities 
he is not liable cither for want of skill or for negligence {/). 

Where an architect or engineer is eniplo 3 a^.cl upon works which 
involve the use of some new invention with which he has no 
practical acquaintance, and lie has not professed that ho is 
acquainted with it, his failure may not render him liable for wiuiC 
of skill ((/), 

'Ihe professional skill and care required from architects and 
engineers can be more conveniently considered in detail in con- 
nection with the liabilities of architects or engineers to their 
employers ih). 

Sub-Skct. 2.—Qviu!-jinUckil Dntien. 

611 . _ In most building and engineering contnuds the arcliitect 
or engineer, in addition to his dntie.s as agent of his employer, has 
to perform certain duties of a (j’ua.si-jiidicial nature, such as deciding 
between the parties whether work and matoi-ials are sucli as are 
specified in the contract, valuing as between tlie })arties, and deter- 
mining questions which may arise between them. He is then in a 
position which is similar to that of an arbitrator or an average 
adjuster, and in that position is not liable to his employer cither 
for want of skill, ignorance of law, or negligence (i). 

Careful discrimination is necessary to so))arate tlie functions of an 
ai'chitect or engineer in these two caimciticsf/,). 

Besides these f/i/asi-judieial functions ns certilior or valuer. 


(6) Ditntav v. Blinidell (ISiiO), 3 Stark. (5, ;;i-r B.wi.nv, ,T., at p. 7. 
fr) See Irehitul v. Livhigstim (1872), L. K. 5 11. I,. 

(d) See Rich v. 1‘ierpont (1802), 3 F. & F. 35 (modical man). 

. («) Ohambert v. Uoldthorpe, [1901] 1 K. B. 024, (J. A. 

(/) See para. Oil, iv/ra. 

ar^«i^*VoFu 0/iri»iopJ,cT (18.73). Ilmlsou on Building Contracta, 

f A) See p. 295, post. 

(/) Chambers v Qoldlhorpp^ s^^pra # 

(k) Jfnhm y.Raham (1854), 15 C. B. 108. per Jkuvh. C.J.. at p. 188. See 
tliw point fully discussed p. 283, ante. ^ 
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in many instances the architect or on^n'neor einployed to supervise 
the work is nominated in the contract as the arbitrator to decide 
disputes which have actually arisen in respect of the same work (/). 

Sub-Sect. 3. — DelegaUon of Dufies. 

612. Tl.e employment of an architect or engineer being a 
personal contract, he cannot delegate Ins duties entirely (m). But 
he need not individually go into every matter in detail (//), and may 
make use of the skill and labour of others in the performance of 
his duties (o). The ordinary course of business would make it 
unreasonable and impossible for the architect or engineer to be 
constantly on the site, supervising the construction of every ])arfc 
of the works, and taking upon himself the functions of a clerk 
of the works. The architect or engineer, however, is resjionsihle 
for the acts and defaults of the subordinates to whom he intrusts 
the superintendence of details (;>). Tlio arcln'tect is not entitled 
to rely implicitly on the judgment of the clerk of the wc^rks, and, 
although a clerk of tlie works may be appointed by the emplover, 
the architect may be liable to his employer for the clerk of tlia 
works’ negligence {q). 


Srii-SECT. 4. — IWsothtI Cinifj'acfs, 

613. The contract of employment of an architect or engineer is 
a personal one, and consequently there is an implied condition that 
the contract shall only continue so long as the person emi)loved 
remains alive, and in sufficiently good liealth to perform his part 
of the contract. For this reason the death, insanity, or con- 
tinued disablement by illness of the architect dissolves the con- 
tract of employment (r), and neither party (nor in case of death 
the representatives of the deceased) can bring an action for 
the breach, which has in fact been brought about by the act 
of God (s). 

614. Tn case of temporary illness, tlie omission to perform tho 
services contracted to be supplied would not entitle iJie employer to 
rescind the contract, except whei’o constant personal supervision 
had been stipulated for {t). 


g Seep. 281, 

i) V. Great IVrfifern Bail. Co. (IS.ll), o IT. L. Ou.m. 72, 117. 

(//) C/fmence y. Clarke {iSSO)^ Hudson on Building rontracls, 3r(h-d., V(>1. IL, 

p. 41. 

(o) Kirkwood v. Morrison (1877), 5 11. (Ct. of Sess.) 7‘.) ; niul sec* Jiriti.-ih 
Waggon Co. v. Lea (1880), 5 Q. B. I). 149. 
ip) Mot^eypenny v. Harthmd (1824), 1 C. & P. 3.12, 354. 

\q) Saunders y. Broadstairs Local Board (1890), Hudson on Building Con- 
tracts, 3r(l ed., Vol. II., p. 159; Lee y. Bateman [Lord) (1893), 
(October 31, 1893). 

(r) Boast y. Firth (1808), L. B,. 4 C. P. 1 (apprentice); Robinson y, Davison 
(1871), L. E. 6 Exch. 209 (concert singoi) ; Grove v. tfohmtvn (lt489), 24 Jj, R. 
Ir. 352 (rate collector). 

(s) See title Contuact, 

{tj Cuckson y. Stones (f858), 1 E. & E. 248. See Poussard y. Spiers (1876), 1 
Q. B. D. 410 ; as to payment of arcbitects and engineers in case of death etc. 
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Sect. S. 
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Death of 
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As ageut. 


615. If the contract has relation to the personal conduct of the 
party who dies or retires, his death or retirement puts an end to 
the contract, but it is not so if the contract has no such relation (a). 

Sub- Sect. 5. — Duration of Duties^ 

616. The employment of an architect or engineer in the 
capacity of agent of the building owner or employer may be 
determined at any moment, with or without good cause. The only 
remedy of an architect who has been dismissed without good cause 
is an action for damages (/>), as the court will neither decree 
specific performance of the contract of employment, nor grant an 
injunction restraining the building owner from employing another 
architect (f*)- 


As arbitrator 617- When the architect or engineer is, by the terms of tlie con- 
or certiiker. tract, to give decisions in a (y//a.s*i-judicial capacity, and he alone is 
the person to give such decisions, the building owner has no right 
to prevent him acting, though he may dismiss him from his service, 
and lie cannot revoke the agreement to abide by the decision of the 
architect (d), but where the person designated to perform those 
functions is described as “ the architect or engineer of the employer 
for the time being,” or as “ A. 13. or other the architect for the time 
being,” the building owner can appoint another person to act as 
arcliitect or engineer. Who is the architect for the time being in 
the case of his acting as arbitrator depends upon who is the person 
coining under that description at the time when the dispute 
arises (c). in the case of a certificate the person entitled to give 
it would seem to he the architect at the time when the certificate 
is to he given (/). 

In case the employer should attempt to dismiss the architect or 
engineer, and should prevent him from going on to the site of the 
works for the purpose of measuring and certifying, the court will 
grant a mandatory order compelling the employer to allow the 
entry for the purposes of valuation (g). 


during tlie course of their employment, boo Dauison v. Jitt'ves (1892), 8 T. L. B. 
391 : and p. 305, jmt. 

(u) PhiHi'ps V. Allunnhra Palace Co., [1901] 1 K. 13. 59, ^er Lord A 1 ..VERSTONE, 
C.J., at p. 03. 

{b) Iln'key v. Browne (18^12), 4 L L. E. 277. 

(r) See title CoNTitAGT. 

(d) Mills V. Bayley (1803), 2 li. & C. 36. See also Murray v. Cohen (1888), 9 
New South Wales L. li. E(p 124. 

(e) Ranger Crtat Western Hail. Co. (1854), 6 H. L. Cas. 12; Re Wansbeck 
Rail. Co. and Trotusdule (1866), L, R. 1 C. P. 269; Btravhan v. Cambrian 
Railways (1905), Hudson on Building ContractH, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 398. 

(/) See Kelktt v. Btochport Corporation (1906), 70 J. I\ 154. In America the 
view has been taken that it must be the architect employed during the con- 
Btructiou of the particular work to which the certificate is to apply, as he alone 
has the reqiiisite knowledge {Wangler v. Swift (1882), 90 N. Y. (Ct. of Appeal) 
38}. 

(y) Smith V. Ptitrs (1875), L. B. 20 Eq. 511, 
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Sect. 3. — lAahUitifs of Architertx and Knffincrrs to their 

Kniptoyerx. 

Si! II -S ect. hi fintcval. 

618 . If an nrcliitect acts witlioiit due care and skill (//) in tlie 
designing or supervision of the works intrusted to Jiini, tlie luiilding 
owner is entitled to dismiss liim (i). Besides this, the arcliitect 
or engineer will forfeit eitlier wholly or in jiart liis right to remune- 
ration, as a person who holds himself out as skilled in any art 
cannot recover for services which are useless, and which hy the 
ordinary exercise of reasonable skill lie ought to have known would 
1)6 useless, foi* the object in rosjiect of which he was employed ( j). 
In addition to this, if the negligence or want of skill of the arcliihict 
or engineer has occasioned loss to his em])loyer, he will be liable 
to the latter in damages (/t). These are not limited to the amount 
of the remuneration which under the agreement the architect or 
engineer was to receive, but are measured by the actual loss occa- 
sioned to the employer (7). The em]>lo3W can set up such a claim 
for damages as a defence to an action by the architect or engineer 
for his fees, as w^ell as by w'ay of counterclaim, or in a separate 
action for damages (m). 

619 . The question whether the architect or engineer has used a 
reasonable and proper amount of care and skill is one of fact, and 
appears to rest on tlie consideration whether other persons exer- 
cising the same profession, and beifig men of experience and skill 
therein, w^ould or would not have acted in the same way as the 
architect in question (u). 

It is evidence of ignorance and unskilfulness in an^’^ particular to 
act contrary to the established principles of art or science wliicli 
are universally recognised by members of the profession (o). 

620 . It is part of the duty of an architect to ascertain and to 
comply wdth the requirements of all public and local statutes 


(h) See p. 291 , nuif. 

(?) Ilannrr v. Cvruelius (18o8), 5 C. Ik (x. s.) 2'>(J. 

( ;) ISee title Agency, Vol. I., p. 19C>. 

(7f) Gordon v. ^////c/r (1858), 1 Duul. (Ot. of »SeHS.) S;j2 ; ArroKironq v. Jiwra 
(1869), Hudson on Building Contract-s, ard od., A^ol. 11., ]). 15; Kifisen v. J.niiriti 
(1878), Times (February 19, 1878) ; Jiogers v. James (ltS91), 56 J. P, 277. ' 

if) Saunders v. Jiroadstairs Loral Board (1890), Hudson on liuildiug Coii' 
tracts, 3rd ed., Vol. JI., p. 159. 

(w) Davies v. Hedges (1871), L. E. 6 Q. B. 687 ; Mondel v. Steel (18^1), 8 
M. & W. 858; Armstrong v. Jones^ si/pra ; Saunders v. Jiroadstairs Jjoeal Board, 
supra; Rogers v. James, supra ; and see title Damages. 

{v) See Chapman v, Walton (1833), 10 Bing. 57, ;>er Tindal, C.J., at p. 63: 
“It is not only an unobjectionable mode, but the most satisfactory inode, of 
determining this question to show by evidence whether a inajorii}- of skilful 
and experienced brokers would have come to the same conclusion as the defen- 
dant. If . . . ns many out of a given number would have been of his opinion 
as against it he who only* stipulates to bring a reasonable degree of skill to tho 
performance of bis duty would be entitled to a verdict/* 

(o) Seo V. Baker (1 767), 2 WiJp. 3d9, 
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Sfajt. 3. 

Liabilities 
of Archi- 
tects q;|id 
Engineers 
to their 
Employers. 


Interference 
with pnvate 
righi.8. 


regulating l)iu]dings in the locality of the building, and with all 
Bub-statutory legislation, such as b>o-laws {]>), made under tliem. 
Ignorance or disregard of the legal requiremonLs as to buildings 
may result not only in a fiiio on the employer, but also in an order 
for the whole or part of the building to bo ])ulled down (7), and 
the architect would he liable to his employer for the loss so 
incurred (/'). The knowledge of the law which an architect is 
expected to have is not a minute and accurate knowledge, hut a 
knowledge of the general rules of law aijplicable to the exercise of 
liis profession (.s*). 

Failure on the part of the architect to submit plans to the proper 
authorities, or to give the notices required by law, may involve the 
emidoyer in penalties, and o,ven if the contractor has undertaken to 
give all the necessar}' notices, it would seem that it. is still the duty 
of the arcliitect in superintending the work to see that the con- 
tractor does so, at any rate in so far as the notices are building 
notices, or on the contractor's default to do so himself or inform 
his employer. Where a judicial decision lias alt(U*cd what was 
previously supposed to he the law affecting a particular prolossion, 
it seems to be the duty of ])erson8 practising tliat profession to 
acquaint themselves within a reasonable tinio wdth the effect of 
suclt a ilecision and to act accordingly in tlie exercise of ihoir 
profession (/). 

]f the building owner, however, knowingly instructs the architect 
to design a building whicli will contravojie the laws the jirchitect 
will incur no liability; hut, on the otliei* hand, it would stjoni that 
he would not he able to recover any foes for suj)eri]itendence, as a 
contract to build in contravention of an Act of rarliament is 
illegal (rr). 

621. As jogards private riglils, the architect sliould inquire from 
liis employer as to the exibtence of any easements or restrictions 
aflVeting the site, and must in the i)rey)!iration of his design avoid 
infringing tliein. The employer ow'es a duty to liis neighbours not 
to infringe tlicdr riglits, and cannot so delegate the execution of 
I>uildiiig operations to a coji tractor as to relieve liimself from 
that obligation {h). 

The architect or engineer may render himself liable to an 
adjoining ^iwner by ])reparing plans and superintending work 
which necessitates a tresyiass on the adjoining owner’s land (c). 


( /•) V. Masfer.^^ jl803| 1 Q. P. 3t)o. 

{■/) Sco IJojikhts V. ^nu'thwvk Local Hoard (ISDO), Jj. J. (q. n.) and 
liUo l*ui5uc IIkaltu etc, 

(r) On the pvinciple of JIadley v. Jktxendale (1601), 9 Exch. IMl, IJO-l. See title 
Damages. 

(«) Jenkins v. Iktham (1805), 15 0. Tl. 168, per Jeuvis, C.J., at p. 189. 
it) See Lee v. Walker (1872), L. R. 7 C. P, 121. 

(a) Steven^ v. Gourley (1859), 7 C. 13. (n. 8.) 99. See also aSVowc v. Cartwright 
(1795), 6 Term Hep. 411. 

(5) Cnhitt V. Parity (1828), 8 13. & 0. 257 ; Iknntr v. Peats (1876), 1 Q. B. D. 
821 ; Hughes v. Perdvnl (1888), 8 App. Gas. 443; JiAliffv B W7wuw (1894), 
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Sub -Sect. 2 .— hkihiUty for Failure 1 o examine Site^ Vt nufhilii.ns elr. 

622. It an architect or engineer fails to exercise reasonable 
precaution in the examination of the site on which the works arc 
to be constructed, and does not ascertain the circumstances alToctin" 
it, such as the nature of tl]e soil and strata, ihe existonco and 
condition of buildings thereon, whether there arc rights of wa}^ or 
of light and air, or other easements affecting it, and consequently 
his plans are defective or impracticable, he may be liable to his 
employer for any loss occasioned to him thereby ((^i) ; and the fact 
that tlie buildei ar contractor is liable to the einployer under a 
contract lo construct the works, notwithstanding tli(‘. defective plans, 
will not necessarily exonerate the architect or engineer, the cjuployer 
having a double remedy and being entitled to bring an action 
against eitlujr the architect or the builder, or against tlimn bollj(^^). 

Sl'IJ-Sj:(T. W.— Lidhi! a y as lo I'laus, Fjurifttai imi'^ tic. 

623. The liability of an architect or (‘iigineer in res])e(*t of plans, 
drawings, aTul spf^cirHaitions may arise either tlinmgh thedr being 
defective or incoinj)lete, or through their not Ixdng siip[)Iie.d to the 
contractor either at all, or in proper time. 

The design of a building or of works may be dcdoctivo or incom- 
plete, for example — (1) as not Ix'ing in accordance with the art and 
science of architecture, or opposed to sound priTiciples of building 
or engineering; (,2) as not being in accordance witli the instructions 
of the employer; (8) as contravening statutes and l)y('.-la\vs ; and 
(4) as disregarding restrictions imposed on the use of the land, 
either by public or private rights. 

The mere approval of the plans and specification by the employer 
will not exonerate the architect* or engineer from liability when tlie 
design of the works is structurally defective, or does not carry out 
the instructions of the employer, althougli the employer has been 
told by the architect or engineer to examine them (./'). 

The measure of damages, where the design of the work is 
impracticable or useless, must depend upon wliethor the work lias 
been commenced or not. If the work has not been commenced, the 
damages would be tbe amount of any fees the architect or engineer 
had been paid, and any other losses incurred by tlie onqiloyer 
which are the immediate and probable consequence of the architect’s 
negligence. If, however, a contract has been entered into with a 
contractor, the damages will be added to by any i^roper claim made 
by the contractor for work thrown away and loss of profit on the 
contract, if the work in consequence of the useless design is 
abandoned. Where unnecessary works have been specified the 
measure of damages \vould appear to be the amount paid or payable 
for such unnecessary works, while where work which should have 
been specified has been omitted by the architect, and has to be paid 


Sect. 3. 
Liabilities 
of Archi- 
tects and 
Er/gineers 
to their 
Employers. 

Pinna iU;fec- 
tivc by 
leaFoii oE 
site etc. 


(Iron nils of 
habilit Y. 


IVfectiYf! 
design . 


Effect of 

euiployei’s 

ap[)roval. 


Measure of 
(lauiagea. 


(d) Moneypenny v. Hariland (1826), 2 C. & P. 378 ; Columhua Co, v. Clowea^ 
[1903] I K. B. 244. 

(c) Brown v, Laurie (18c»4), 5 Lower Canada Eeports, C5, 

(/) Smith T. UarUm (180(i), 16 L. T. 29* (raluer). 
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for in addition to tlie contract price, the measure of damages will 
not necessarily bo the whole cost of the omitted work, althougli it 
might be. 

624. Wliere, by reason of a failure or delay In the supplying of 
plana, the contractor becomes entitled to rescind the contract alto- 
gether, or is released from iiis obligation to complete the works 
within tlie specilied time etc., the arcliitector engineer may become 
liable to his employer for the loss incurred by him (fj), and part of 
siicli loss may be the loss of the rent or profit which would 
have been derived from the building or the loss of interest on his 
money (//). 

625. Plans and drawings prepared by architects and engineers 
are, in llio absence of a special agreement, the property of the 
person who iiays for them, and even if there were a custom that 
the architect should retain them, such a custom would be 
unreasonable (/). 


Suu-Sect. 4. — LkihiUlif an to QnaJttitiea. 

626. If the architect himself takes out the quantities, and does 
so negligently or unskilfully so as to make them greater than they 
should be, thus increasing the price, he will be liable to bis 
employer (,y) if the terms of the contract between builder and 
building owner are such that the excess cannot be taken into 
account and deducted from the moneys due to the builder. 


Sub-Skct. f ). — l/tahility by reaymmendiufj fhe Acveytanve of a Tender, 

627. An architect or engineer does not warrant the solvency or 
capability of a builder or contractor whoso tender is accepted, but 
be is bound to give his employer the benelit of any information be 
may have in respect of such solvency or capability, and not to 
allow his employer to enter blindly into a contract with a person 
whom be has any reason to suspect of being impecunious or 
inefficient. And it >vould seem, depending on the circumstances, 
that he might be liable for not making reasonable inquiries (fc). 

Sub-Sect. G. — Liability aa tv SttpeHiitendence, 

628. Although an arclutect is not expected to be constantly on 
the works, and to supervise every detail, it is not sufficient for him 
to po.y occasional visits and to get any defects which he may happen 
to notice set right; his duty is to give such an amount of super- 
viaori as will enable him to give an honest certificate whether or no 


(</) Oil the principle of Hadley v. Daxendale (ISuA), 9 Exch. 341, 3o4; see 
title Damages. 

(/i) See The Marpesaa, [190G] P. 9o, C. A., affirmed [1907] A. 0. 241. 

(/) Bereafvrd {Ludy) v. DriVr (1851), 20 L. J. (uir.) 47G; Ebdyv. M*Oowan 
(1870), fliidsAm on building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 18: Gibbon v. Beaae, 
[1905] 1 K. 13. 810. 

(j) See MfConutll v. KilyaUen (1878), 2 L. E. Ir. H9, 121. Aa to quantity 
surveyor's liability under similar circumstances, see p. 31^, post, 

(A:) *See ILy$ ?. Tindall (18G1), lli. & S. 2907 
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the work has been done in accordance with the contract (1). And 
though his supervision may be partially, as to matters of detail, 
intrusted to subordinates, such as clerks of the works, inspectors etc., 
the architect or engineer cannot exonerate himself by saying that 
the negligence was theirs (m). 

The failure of the architect or engineer to discover at the time 
that the work done or materials supplied are not up to the standard 
of the contract may involve the employer in loss, where the 
employer’s rights against the contractor are limited to having such 
defects made good as were ascertainable at some particular time (n). 
The loss to the employer, due to the engineer’s negligence, in such 
a case might be the difference between the amount for which the 
builder or contractor is actually liable and the whole cost of the 
repairs, or the whole expense of rectifying the defects. 


Suh-Sect. 7. — Liahiliiy as to Oeriijicatea and Measurements, 

629. Except where the valuation or certificate is given by tlie 
architect or engineer acting in a ^wasi-judicial capacity, he is liable 
to his employer for all negligent or unskilful measurement and 
valuation of work done. If the architect should negligently or 
unskilfully over-estimate the amount of progress certificates, 
the employer might, in the event of the builder or contractor 
becoming bankrupt, have to complete the work at his own expense, 
and so lose the amount by which the builder had been overpaid (o), 

Sub-Sect. 8, — Liahiliii/ for Fraud and Secret Commissions, 

630. Any fraudulent or dishonest act on the part of an architect 
or engineer will render him liable to his employer. In particular 
such liability would arise in the case of an architect receiving some 
secret commission or bribe from the builder. Any such contract, 
whether resulting in loss to the employer or not, makes the archi- 
tect liable to an action on the part of his employer, for no agent 
can retain secret profits made at his principal’s expense (p). 

It is a practice among some architects to insert a provision in 
the quantities that the builder shall pay the architect for copies of the 
specification and drawings which are necessary for the execution of 
the works. Such payments received by the architect from the 
builder, if made without the knowledge of the building owner, 
are a breach of the right of the employer to demand tlie faithful 
services of the architect to the exclusion of any arrangement with 
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(7) Jameson v. Simon (1899), 1 F. (Ct. of Sess.) 1211. 

(m) Armstrong v. Jones (1869), Hudson on Huilding Contracts, t3rd ed., 
VoL II., p. 15; Saunders v. JiroadsUiirs Local Board (1890), JTiidson on 
Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 159. 

(w) Re Trent and Humber Co., Ex parte Cambrian Steam Racket Co. (1868), 
L. E. 6 Eq. 396. 

(o) In a Canadian case, Irving v. Morrison (1877), 27 Upper Cana'da C. P. 212, 

an architect was held to be liable to his employer for the amount of the loss 
60 occasioned. • 

(p) Rogers v. James (1891), 56 J. P. 277 ; and see title Aqbnot, Vol. L, pp. 
189—191. 
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the persons wljose work he has to supervise (q). Besides, if the 
building owner has already arranged with the architect to pay him 
for such services, the architect would be obtaining payment twice 
over. Architects also, when they take out quantities for the 
purpose of tenders, frequently provide that payment for such 
services shall be made by the builder to them, out of the first or 
other instalments payable under the contract. A provision of this 
kind is open to strong objection, because the architect becomes 
the creditor of the builder, and this may interfere vdth the honest 
discharge of his duties. If the architect does render such services, 
he should render them to his employer and look to him for 
payment (7 ) . 

No one has a right to recover any secret commission from 
the builder or contractor, as the consideration for the contract 
to pay is corrupt (s). 

The courts will not listen to any evidence of custom or usage of 
agents to take such secret commissions (/). 

631. In cases where there is a condition in the contract that 
deviations shall be measured up, the architect’s charge for this 
work is sometimes added to the builder’s charge for extras and 
certified for by the architect. This is objectionable, for if this work 
is iticluded in the work paid for by the architect’s commission, it 
would be a fraud on the ])art of the architect to certify a payment 
to the builder including charges of the architect which the building 
owner is not liable to pay; while, if the work is not included in 
the architect’s commission, the including such charges in those of 
the builder and certifying for them is a breach of the duty of the 
architect to his employer. In some cases architects emj)loy a clerk 
or other nominee to prepare the bills of quantities (whether lor 
tenders or for extras and omissions), wliose name is made to appear 
as the quantity surveyor, but who, though he takes the fees Irom 
the builder, hands them over to the architect. Such a course of 
proceeding seems to be a fraud on the building owner (a). 

632. It is now a misdemeanour to give or receive any considera- 
tion for an agent’s doing or forbearing to do any act in relation to 
the business of his principal {h), 

(q) Soo Harrington v. Victoria Graving Dock Co, (1878), 3 Q. B. B. 649. 

(r) With regard to this the Eoyal liistitiite of British Architects state, in 
their {Schedido of Piofessional Practice, that if an architect should take out 
ijufiutitios for lenders, he should do so with the concurreuce of his employer, 
and that it is desirable that the riuinmeration for tins work should be paid 
b\ the employer. 8oe clause 18 of the Koyal lustitute of British Aiohitects 
Schedule of Profeasioual Practice Kevised, 1898. 

(a) Harrington v. VicU^ria Graving Duch C'o., snnra, 

(/5) Bill field Fournier (1894), 11 T. L. B. Oil, y>er Lord Bussell of Ivil- 

1X)WEN, C.J. See, however, Holden v. Wehher (1860), 29 Beav, 117. 

(a) See Panama and South Pacific Telegraph Co, v. India-rubber ^ Outta Percha 
and Tclegrap^. Co, (1875), 10 Ch. App. 51 o. See also Pie Canadian Oil 
Corporation^ Jlaxfis Case (1876), 10 Ch. App. 593 ; Salford Corporation V. Lever^ 
[1891] 1 (i. B. 168, C. A.; Be North Australian Territory Ce., ArcheP% 6We, 
[1892] 1 Ch. 322, 0. A. ‘ 

{h) prevention of OoiTuption Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 34}, b. 1 (1), See title 
CaiMXN'Ai. Law PKOCKDuaa. 
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Sect. 4. — Liabilities of Architects and Engineers to Contractors, 
Sub-Sect. 1 — In General, 

633. *As there is no contractual relation between the architect or 
engineer and the builder or contractor, no liability in respect of 
negligence or want of skill can arise (c), and the contractor has no 
ground of action against tlie architect {d) so long as the architect or 
engineer acts honestly and within the scope of his authority as 
agent of the building owner or employer. He does not in any 
way warrant that his employer is solvent, or that he will pay 
the price, or that he will act reasonably, or that he will observe the 
terms of the contract. 

Further, an architect or engineer, being an agent with a dis- 
closed principal, does not in any way incur a liability to pay for the 
w^ork, unless, of course, he has in some way led the pei sori 
employed to believe that payment wus to come from himself (c). 
AVhere tliere is a written contract the obligations are defined. 

If, however, the architect should exceed his authority without 
the knowledge of the builder, and thus cause him to provide work or 
materials or otherwise to incur expense for which the employer is 
not responsible, the architect will be liable to an action bj^ the 
builder or contractor for breach of warranty of authority (/), 
whether the architect had a bouCi fide belief that he was authorised 
to do what he did or not {(j) ; while if the groundless assertion of 
authority was made fraudulently, the builder or contractor can bring 
an action for deceit or misrepresentation against the architect or 
engineer (/f). If the contractor knew, or could have known, the 
limits of the architect’s authority, as, for instance, from the terms of 
the building contract, this is an answer to an action for breach of 
warranty of authority (i). 

634. The measure of damages in case of breach of warranty of 
authority seems to be the amount that will indemnify the con- 
tractor and put him in the same position as if the act of the 
architect had been within his authority. Thus the contractor 
would be entitled to recover the cost of the work ordered without 


(/') Le Lievre v. Gould, [1893] 1 Q. B, 491, C. A., per Lord Esher, M.R.. at 
]). 497 : “ The queetion of liability fur negligence cannot arise at all until it is 
established that the man who has been negligent owed some duty to the 
jierson who seeks to make him liable for hia negligence. WTiat duty is there 
when there is no relation between the parties by contract ? A man is entitled 
to be as negligent as he pleases towards the w'holo world if he owes no duty 
to them.** 

(d) Amhroee v. Dunmow L'nlou (1840), 9 Beav. 508, 515 ; Ht>hertson v. FJemiwj 
(1861). 4 Mucq. 107 ; Sfevt'Hium v. Watson (1879), 4 (J. P. T), 148. 

(<>) fSoo Chidltij V. Xoiris (18612), 3 E. & E. 228, and title Aoewcy, Vol. L, 

p. 220. 

( /*) Jtaudell V. Trimcn (1850), 18 C. B. 780; Cullen v. Wriyht (1857), 8 
E. AB. 017. 

{g) See Howard v. Sheward (1800), L. li. 2 C. P. 148, and titlewAoENOY, Vol. 

1., p. 222. 

(/i) Ludhroolc v. Barrett (1877), 40 L, J. (c, P.) 196 ; Stevenson v. JVatson^ 
sujtra. 

(t) JIalhot V. Lens, [1901] 1 Ch. 344. 
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authority, together with a reasonable profit, and the costs which 
he has had to pay in the course of any litigation caused by the 
breach of warranty of authority (A). If the warranty is fraudulent, 
the architect will bo open to an action for deceit, as well, as for 
breach of warranty of authority (/). 

. An architect or engineer may also make himself liable to persons 
supplying materials for the works, if he orders such materials 
without naming his principals (w). 

Sub-Sect. -Liahilily for riana^ Quantities etc, 

636. An architect or engineer does not warrant to the builder or 
contractor the practicability of the plans, drawings, and specifica- 
tions prepared by him, or of tlie temporary means of construction 
indicated in the specification. It is the duty of the contractor to 
investigate these matters for himself, and any usage for him to rely 
on the drawings or specifications is bad (//). If he does not inquire 
into the matter he runs the risk of not being able to carry out the 
work, and must take the consequences (o). 

636. In the same way the architect or engineer does not 
warrant the correctness of the bills of quantities supplied to the 
persons who propose to tender, whether they have been prepared 
by an independent quantity surveyor or by the architect or 
engineer himself (p). 

The liability for inaccurate quantities prepared by the architect 
rests on the same principle as \vhere they are prepared by an 
independent quantity surveyor. If the architect is employed by 
the builder, he is liable to him for negligence in their prepara- 
tion {q)i but where the architect has been employed by the building 
owner to prepare the quantities, and the amount of his charges 
therefor is to be added to the amount of the tender, the payment 
by the builder of those charges will not impose any more liability 
on the architect than it will do in the case of an independent 
quantity surveyor (?*). 

But if the architect or engineer expressly makes himself respon- 
sible to the builder or contractor for the accuracy of the quantities, 


[k) Jtandrll v. Pr/mm IS C. 15. 780; CoUen v. Wriyht (1857), 8 E. & 15. 

^>‘^7 ; tiimonsv, Patcheti (1857), 7 E. & 15. 508; Meek v. Wendt, [1889] W. N. 
19. 

(7) Soo lie National Coffee. Palace Co.^ Ex parte Panmnre (18SJ5), 24 Ch. D. 
367, 371 ; Derry v. Peek (1889), 14 App. Oas, 337. 

(wi'_ Peigtheif and Young v. StewaH (1900), 16 T. L. E. 177, where an architect, 
who invited the plaintiffs to give tenders for lamps, and referred to his 
“clients,” but did not iiamo them, aftoi*wards ordered the lamps without sajdng 
that he did so as agent, and was hold liable to ]my the plaintiffs. 

(n) Thorny. London Corporation 1 App. Cas. 120. Seep. 187, ante. 

(o) Bottoms V. Yoi'k Corporation (1892), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd 
fid., VoL II., p. 220. See also Jackson v. Eastbourne Local Board 
Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. IJ., p. 07. 

(p) Sherrm v. Harrison (1860), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. 
IT., p. 6 ; Scrivimer v. J^ersk (1866), L. B. 1 0. P. 715. 

(q) See Priestley v. Stone (1888), 4 T. L. E. 730. 

(r) Young v. BlfJce (1687), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd od., Vol. II., 

p. ^ I » » 
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li6 will be liable to compensate biiu if the quantities are not 
reasonably accurate («). 


. Sub-Sect. 3 . — LiahiUty for Fraud, 

637. An architect or engineer will be liable to the builder or 
contractor if he acts fraudulently to his prejudice, whether in 
refusing to certify or in certifying dishonestly, and wliethcr in 
collusion with his employer or not (t). 

The architect cannot excuse himself from liability for fraud by 
alleging that he merely acted as the agent of his employer, for ail 
persons directly concerned in the commission of a fraud are to bo 
treated as principals, and a contract of agency cannot impose any 
obligation on the agent to commit a fraud (ti). 

The mere fact of an architect refusing to certify or to ascertain 
the amount owing (a) is no proof of fraud, nor is the fact that 
measurements made by him for the purpose of valuation are 
inaccurate, or made on a wrong principle (h). 

Sect. 5 . — Liability of Architects and Knyineers to Prosecution etc. 

638. Architects and engineers permaneiitly employed by public 
bodies may incur a criminal or quasi-cnmiivdl liability by being in 
some way interested in the contract (r). 

An officer employed under the Public Healtli Act, 1875, must 
not be concerned or interested in any contract with the authority 
by whom he is employed, otherwise he becomes incapable of being 
employed under the Act in future, and is further liable to a penalty 
of £50, which may bo sued for by a common informer (d). 

Architects and engineers may be guilty of corruption under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act, 190(5 (c), and if employed by public 
bodies, under the Public Podies Corrupt Practices Act, 1889 (/). 


(s) Holt V. VViowaa (18j9), Hudsou on Building Coiitracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 4. 

(t) Waring Y. Manchester, Shefield, and hinrolnshire liail.Ct. (1850), 2 Il.&Tw. 
239; Macintosh y. Great Westcim Mail, Co. (1850), 19 L. J. (cii.) 374; Pud/eg 
V. Lincoln WaternorJca Co. (1850), 2 Mac. it O. 68; Scott v. Liverpool Cor-- 
poration (1866), 25 L. J. (cil.) 227 ; Goodgear v. Weymouth and MeUvrnbe Regia 
Corporation (1865), .35 L. J. (c. P.) 12; Ludbrook v. Barrett (1877), 46 L. J. 
(c. P.) 798; Be De Morgan, Snell (fc Co. and lUo de Janeiro Flour Mills and 
Granaries, Ltd. (1892), 8 T. L. Ih 272. 

{a) Cullen v. Thomson's Trustees and Kerr (1862), 4 Maeq. 424, 432. In an 
Irish case the court went so far as to hold, that tne contractor had no right 
of action against an engineer for refusing to certify even if the refu.sal was 
tlie result of fraud, or of collusion with the employer (illurp/i.// v. Bower (1866), 
I. R. 2 C. L. 506). This case, however, is inconsistent with Ludbrook y. Banetf, 
supra, and Stevenson v. Watson (1879), 4 0. P. D, 148. 

(а) Stevenson y. Watson, supra; Le Lievre v. Gould, [1893] I Q, B. 491, 

0. A. 

(б) Re Meadows and Kenworthy (1897), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3ni 
ed., Vol. II.. p. 292. 

(c) See title Public AuxiroitixiES and Public Officers, • 

(d) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 55, s. 193 ; Whitehy v. Barley (1888), 21 U. B. D. 154, C. A. 

(e) 6 Edw. 7, c. 34. ^ee title Criminal Law and Procedure. 

(/) 62 & 53 Viet. c. 69. See titles Criminal Law and Procedure; Pubwo 
AurnoRiTiES and Public Officers. 
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They may also be liable to an indictment for manslaugbter in 
case of a fatal accident through their negligence {g). 

Sect. 6. — Limitation of Actions. 

639. The limitation of actions against architects and engineers 
is governed by the general principles of law(/0,and also, where 
they are officers of public bodies, by the special provisions applicable 
to such officers (f). 

Sect. 7. — Remuneration of Architects and Kngiueers. 

Rub-Sect. 1. — Payment for comi>hteA Work. 

640. If tlio employer has entered into an express contraci', 
whether oral or in writing, with the architect or engineer, the 
remuneration of the latter will necessarily he governed hy the 
terms of this contract. 

641. Where no express contract has been entered into as to the 
terms of the employment of an avchiU'.ct or engineer, the right to 
remuneration rests on a contract to pay what is reasonable, implied 
by requesting and accepting the services (/c) or by inducing the 
architect by fraud to perform them without intending to pay for 
them (0- 

If the contract does not specifically provide for payment, evidence 
is admissible to show that the parties intended the services to be 
gratuitous, or that payment was only to be made in the discretion 
of the employer {m). 

642. If the agreement, however, is that the employer shall 
decide how much the remuneration is to he, the architect or 
engineer need not accept any amount fixed by the employer, nor 
need he wait till an amount has been fixed, but he is entitled 
to reasonable remuneration, such as the employer ought to have 
fixed (w)- 

643. Where drawings etc. are merely submitted for approval, 
no claim for remuneration arises unless the work is approved or 
used (o), and similarly in the case of plans or drawings submitted 
in competition, subject of course to the terms of the published 
terms of the competition (j>). 


Cv) See title Criminal Law and Pbogedure. There in no reported cjme 
in which an architect or engineer has been sought to be rendered criminally 
responsible in such circumstances. 

i h) See title Limitation of Actions. 
i) See title Public Authorities and Public Officers. 
k) Manson v. Baillie (Sir IP.), Bart. (1855), 2 Macq. 80; Mofatt v. lanrk 
(1855), 15 C. B. 583, 593; Landlens v. Wdaon (1880), 8 U. (Ct. of Sess.) 289. 

{1) Itnmsey v. North hhxstern Bail. Co. (1803), 32 L. J. (o. P.) 244. 
fw) Taylor ir. Brewer (1813), 1 M. & S. 290. 

(») Brymtt v. Flight (1839). 5 M. & W. 114; PArd v. MHHahea (1819), 2 
G. & *707. 

fe) Moffatt V, Dn'ksiiv (1853), 13 C, B. 543; y, LaiiriCi 8Ui>vu§ 

Wurd V. LmpfuU$ (1859), 28 L, J. li.) 205, 
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Such “ probationary drawings” (q) are in the naturo of a tendei*, 
that is, a mere proposal or offer to do work, and without ae,i;ept- 
ance there is no mutuality on which an implied contract to pay 
for them.can bo based. 

If the plana or drawings submitted for approval are used tor any 
purpose, they will have to be paid for(r). 

644. If the architect or engineer is aiitliorised to obtain tenders, 
he is entitled to payment of any expenses reasona))ly or necessarily 
incurred in connection therewiili (.s*). 

Sun-SECT, 2, — M here, ihe h not cumi^hieih 

645. Where an architect or engineer has partly performed 
the services tor which he lias been employed, and the employer 
terminates the employment, the architect whose services are not 
required may sue either on a (/luintnni vin'tiif, or for damages for 
the breach of the contract (/). 

If the designer is instructed to prepare plans for a building or 
for works to cost approximately a certain sum, and all the tenders 
sent in are considerably in excess of the sum mentioned, it seems 
to be a question of fact for the jury whether the employer is entitled 
to repudiate the employment and refuse to pay the architect (a), on 
the ground that there was a condition that the works should be 
capable of being constructed for the sum, or approximately the sum, 
mentioned and that the buildings as designed could not be carried 
out for that sum or anytliing near it {h), 

646. The contract to employ an architect or engineer, being a 
personal one, is dissolved by the death or incapacity of the person 
employed (c), but not so that it is rescinded ab initio^ but only so as 
to be rendered void in the future. 

Where the architect or engineer is entitled to payment by instal- 
ments at particular times, and dies during the progress of the work, 
l]is personal representative will be entitled to recover any instal- 
ments due at the time of his death (J). In the absence of an 
agreement that payment is only to bo made on the completion 
of ihe W’ork, it would seem that the personal representative of tlie 


Moffatt V. DieJeson (1853), 13 C. 11. 543. 

(r) Landless v. HV/flori (1880), 8 R, (Cfc. of Seiss.) ‘J89. 

U) See Bnyley v. Wilkins (1849), 7 C. B. 8vS0. 

(t) Prickett v. Badger (1856), 1 C. B. (N, 8.) 296 ; and see title CoN- 
Tailor. 

(ff) Burr V. Ridout (1893), Times (22Ti(i IF'ebniary, 1893). 

{b) Nelson, v. Spooner (1861), 2 P. & F. 613, at p. 618, In this case Cockburi^', 
C. J., left the following questions to the jury : (1) whether it was an express con- 
dition that tho works should be capable of being executed for the estimated 
sum ; if not, then (2) whether there was an implied condition that the work 
should be capable of being done for a sum reasonably near to the estimated 
sum ; if so, thou (3) was the estimate reasonably sufficient ? and as to h claim 
for work and labour on the plans etc., (4) whether the labour was bestowed 
or not under the special contract, 

(c) See p. 294, anU. 

tdubbs V. Holywell Rail, Oo, (1867)» L, B, % £xob. 3U, 
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deceased architect could recover the value of the work he had 
actually done, aud by which the employer had benefited (e). 

Any payments made by the employer on account during the 
progress of tlie work would not seem to be recoverable by him in 
case of the disablement of the architect by the act of God, as the 
consideration would not have completely failed (/). 

647. An architect cannot recover payment for services unskil- 
fully performed (^), and, if he has received payment, may bo 
compelled to refund it, provided that his lack of skill amounts to 
a total failure of consideration by reason of his employer deriving 
no benefit from his services, besides being liable for damages (//)• 

Where, however, the architect has performed his duties properly, 
and the employer has obtained the thing he bargained for duly con- 
structed, the employer cannot be said to have derived no benefit 
from the architect’s services, merely because he has not reaped the 
pecuniary advantage he expected from the works designed (i). 


Sxjb-Sect, 3. — Amount of Remuneration in GeneraL 

648. Where an exjiress agreement has been made as to tlie 
amount of the remuneration to be paid to an architect or engineer, 
he must be paid accordingly. Where, however, no agreement has 
been made, the architect or engineer is entitled to reasonable 
remuneration. The amount of such reasonable remuneration is a 
(jnestion for the jury (J). 

649. In the case of architects the usual professional charge for 
designing and superintending the construction of buildings is 5 per 
cent, on the total cost of the works. This charge has been sanc- 
tioned by the Royal Institute of British Architects, in a schedule 
of professional charges issued by them, which also fixes charges 
of tij per cent, on the estimated cost for an approved design witli 
plans, elevations, sections, and specifications, and of J per cent, in 
addition for procuring tenders. The commission of 5 per cent, 
is by the same scliedule made payable in certain instalments. 
Attempts have been made to induce the courts to accept these 


((;) This was. admitted on the part of the defendant company in StuhhB y. 
Holywell Rail. Oo. (1867), L. R. li Exch. 311. 

(/) See title Contract. 

(g) Farnsworth v. Garrard (1807), 1 Camp. 38, per Lord Ellenborouoii, at 

p. 39: “If there has been no beneficial service, there shall be no pay”; 
Moneypenny v. Hartland (182Q\ 2 C. & P. 378; Duncan v. Blundell 3 

Stark. 6, where the plaintiff proved that by defendant’s order he had erected 
a stove and laid a tube under the floor to carry off the smoke, which it entirely 
failed to do, so that the stove could not be used, and was non-suited on the 
ground that “ when a person is employed in a work of skill, the employer buys 
both his labour and his jud^ent ; ho ought not to undertake the work if it 
cannot succeed, and he should know whether it will or not ” ; Hunt v. WimhUdon 
Local Roarc?‘(l878), 4 0. P. D. 48, 54, C. A. 

(h) Columbus Co^t Ltd. v, Clowes^ [1^03] I K. B. 241. 

(0 See title Acfency, Voi. 1., p. 191. 

(./) Bryant v. Flight (1839), 6 M. A W. lU; Bird y. M^QahegiimY % 
n A IT ^ ^ ' 
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charges as customary, but without success (fc). On the other hand, 
it is right to take into consideration the practice adopted by a large 
proportion of the profession (Z). 

This scale is therefore only binding on an employer who has 
either expressly or impliedly agreed to be bound by it. But in 
estimating what is a reasonable charge juries have frequently 
adopted this 5 per cent, on the cost as being a reasonable charge. 

Th6 value of competition drawings is arrived at by ascertaining 
the reasonable cost of the labour and materials expended in 
preparing them, and not by the chance of obtaining a prize, as the 
latter is too remote (m). 

Engineers as a body have not adopted any scale or limited their 
charges. 

Sub-Seot. 4 . — JVork outside Design and Superintendtnce, 

650 . Architects, engineers, and surveyors are often employed 
to perform work other than that of designing and superintending 
the construction of buildings and works, such as measuring, 
valuing, and surveying, qualifying as witnesses, and attending in 
court and before arbitrators, settling the accounts of builders 
and tradesmen etc. For work of this nature they are entitled, in 
the absence of any express agreement, to reasonable remuneration. 
A scale for the valuation of land and property, called “Eyde’s 
scale,” is in use among land surveyors, but there is no custom 
making it binding upon their employers (w). 

Generally the courts do not regard with favour the mode of 
fixing the remuneration for this class of work by way of a per- 
centage (o). Where, however, the employer is himself a surveyor, 
and can be shown to have recognised Ryde’s scale in other trans- 
actions, then, in the absence of any suggestion of other terms of 
employment, it may be assumed that the employment was on the 
terms of Ryde’s scale (p). 

Sub-Sect. 5, — Bg whom the Remuneration is payahle. 

651 . The ordinary employment of an architect or engineer 
being by the employer, he has to look to the employer for 
payment (qf). 
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(/<;) Owyther v. Oaze (1876), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., 
p. ‘21 ; Burr v. Ridont (1893), Times (2‘2nd February, 1893); Farthing v. Tomkins 
(1893), 9 T. L. E. 566. 

{hWhipham v. Everitt (1900), Eoscoe, Digest of Building Cases, 4 th od., 171, 
per Kennedy, J., at p. 172. 

(m) Watson v. Ambergate, Nottingham and Boston Rail. Co, (1851), 15 Jur. 448. 
^ (w) Dehenham v. King's CollegSy Cambridge 1 T. L. E. i70; Brockle- 

hank v. Lancashire and Yorkshire Rail. Go. (1887), 3 T. L. E. 576 ; Drew v, 
Josolyne (1888), 4 T. L. E. 717. 

(o) Upsdell V. Stewart (1794), Peake, 255, per Lord Kenyon, at p. 256 : “ As 
to the custom offered to be proved, the course of robbery on Bagshot Heath 
might as well be proved in a court of justice** ; Chapman v. De Tastet (1817), 
2 Stark, 294. See also Seymour v. Bridge (1884), 14 Q. B. D. 46(jf; Perry v. 
Barnett (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 388, 393. 

(p) Buckl-and and Qarrat^ v. Pawson & Co. (1890), 6 T. L. E. 421. 

{q) Compare Webb v« School (ISol), 3 Philadelphia Eep. (c. f«) 125. See p. 300, 
ontA 
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Building Contracts, Engineers, and Architects. 

In many cases there is a provision in the building contract giving 
power to deviate from the works specified, and that additions or 
omissions due to such deviations are to be measured up by the 
architect so as to ascertain the amount to be added to or. deducted 
from the contract price. Some architects add a charge for this 
service, and include it in the certificate given to the builder, and 
look to him for payment, but this work is done in the interest of 
the building owner, and the liability to pay rests on him, and not 
on the builder, who can only be made responsible to the architect 
in the case of special agreement, or in ease he has actually received 
the amount from the building owner (?■)■ 

If a lessee is under a covenant with his lessor to do repairs to the 
satisfaction of the lessor’s architect, such architect’s certificate is 
part of the title, and must be obtained if required by a purchaser 
of the lease at the vendor’s expense (s). 

Sub-Sect. 6. — When the Remuneration is •payable. 

652. In a contract to perform work, if there is no express or 
implied stipulation that no payment is to be made until the woik 
is completed, the person employed is entitled to payment from time 
to time for the work actually done («)• 

If, however, the contract is one to perform an entire work, such 
as to prepare plans drawings and the specification for a fixed sum, 
or for a percentage on the whole cost of the work, the right to 
payment does not arise until the whole work has been dorie(20, 
unless the contract, as it does in many cases, provides for payment 
l)y instalments. Any such instalments constitute a debt due 
and payable, for which the architect can sue as and when it 
becomes due («')• 

653. If payment is made dependent on the happening of some 
event, the right to payment only arises on the happening of that 
event (x), except where it depends on something to be done by the 
employer, and there is an implied contract by the employer that 
he will do that thing, and he has not done it (a). 

654. The architect has a lien on the plans and drawings pre- 
pared by him, and need not deliver them up until he is paid(fc), 
and may bring his action for his charges although he still retains 
the plans. Even if he demands more than a reasonable price 
for the plans, and that is refused, he is not ju-ecluded from 
bringing an action for his charges and recovering reasonable 
remuneration (c). 

(r) Beattie v. Gilroy (18S2), 10 K (Ct. of Rphs.) 220. 

>(s) Re Moody and Yates (1886), 28 Oh. D. 001. 

(^) Appleby v. Myers (1807), L. R. 2 0. P. 661, 060. See p. ;J07, ante. 

l(u) Sgo Johnson v. Gandy (1855), 26 L. T. (o, 8.) 72. 

(t<;) Compare WorkmaUy Clark S Co., Lid. v. Lloyd Brazihho, [19081 1 K. B. 
968, 0. A. 

(sc) Moffett V. Laurie (1855), 15 C. B. 583 ; Ilandyn & Co, v. Wood Co., 
[1891]2Q. B. 488. 

(а) McConnell v. Kilgallen (1878), 2 L. E. Ir. 119. 

(б) Hughes y, Lenny (1839), 6 M. & W. 183, 

(c) Ibid, 
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Sub-Sect. "i.-^^Baiiliruptry of the Arxhitcct or Etajinerr. 

655 . On the architect or engineer becoming bankrupt all moneys 
owing to^him become the property of his trustee in bankruptcy /to 
whom pass also the bankrupt’s rights of action for breach of con- 
tract and wrongful dismissal (d). If, however, the trustee does not 
iiitorfore, the bankrupt can himself sue for work done after the 
bankruptcy (e). 

If the architect or engineer is employed on the terms of being 
paid a salary, his remuneration does not vest in the trustee in 
bankruptcy, unless an order is made by a bankruptcy court ( /'), 
appropriating part of the bankrupt’s salary or income for the 
benefit of his creditors (r/). 

The trustee in bankruptcy has no power to make the bankrupt 
architect work to earn salary or any other remuneration (//), though 
the court has power to susj^end or refuse the bankrupt’s certificate 
where he refuses to earn money (i). 


Part XIX. — Quantity Surveyors. 

Sb:CT. 1. — Employment and Duties of Quantity Surveyors, 
Sub-Sect. 1. — Emplvyrneid to take out Quantities for Tenders in General. 

656 . The usual course of business in building contracts is for the 
architect to employ a quantity surveyor to take out the quantities 
of the contemplated buildings or works. Tlie authority of tho 
architect to do this is express or implied : he may have explained 
to his employer the necessity of obtainiiig bills of quantities (/j), 
or he may rely on an authority implied by liis authorisation to 
obtain tenders (/), if it would be impracticable to obtain proper 
tenders without bills of quantities for the use of persons intending 
to tender. Such authority has also been implied where the 
employer knew that quantities had been taken out, and either 
actively or tacitly acquiesced in this being done {m). 


' (d) Jameson v. Brixkand Stone Co,, Ltd. (1878), 4 Q. H. 1). 208 ; Emden v. Carte 

(1881), 17 Cli. D. 768. See title Bankhuiu’CY and iNhOLVEXCY, Vol. 11., pp. 
186, loO. 

, {«) Jameson v, Bnrk and Stone Co., Ltd., snpr'a. 

( /*) Uuder Baukniptcy Act, 1888 (46 & 47 Vint. c. 52), 8. 58. Sum title 
llANlvKUPTCY AND InsOI.VKNOY, Yol. IF., p. 101. 

(g) lie Brindley, K,r> parte Brindley 4 Morr. 104; Re Shtne, Ex parte 

Shine, [1892] 1 tj. B. 522, C. A. 

(h) Hutton, Ex parte Benwell (1881), 14 Q. B. 1). 801 ; Iknird of Trade v. 
Block (1888), 18 App. Caa. 570. See title Bankkuptoy and Insolvency, Vol. 
II., pp. 166, 167. 

(») Re Barker, Ex parte Constable, Re Jones, Ex parte Jones (1890), 25 Q. B. 11. 
285, 

(k) See p. 164, ante. 

(/) Wayhorn v. Winible^m Local Board (1877), lludson on Building Con- 
tracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 39. 

' (rn) Moon v. Witney Qnardians (1837), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 814i 
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Another ground on which this implication of authority is founded 
is that of custom (n), but this custom apparently does hot extend 
to Ireland (o). 

It is doubtful whether architects, instead of employing a ‘quantity 
surveyor, have implied authority to take out the quantities 
themselves (p). 

In the case of engineering contracts, there does not appear to be 
any settled practice as to the employment of quantity surveyors for 
the taking out of quantities for tenders. Many engineers take out 
their own quantities ; quantities for engineering works being very 
much simpler than quantities for building works. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Employment to reduce Tenders, 

657. It often occurs that when tenders are obtained the lowest 
of them is found to be higher than the sum which the employer is 
willing to expend on the construction of the required works. A 
quantity surveyor, usually the surveyor who has taken out the 
quantities for tenders, is then employed to reduce the quantities so 
as to make the design less costly, and to bring the expense within 
the amount which the employer is willing to lay out. It is doubtful 
whether an architect has any implied authority to employ a 
quantity surveyor to do this work. In any case, such an authority 
cannot be implied if the employer limited the authority of the 
architect to designing a work at a limited cost, for if the architect 
has disregarded his instructions by designing a building the cost of 
which exceeds the amount to which he was limited, he cannot 
charge his employer with the expense of rectifying his own 
mistake (g). Even in such a case, however, the employer might 
ratify the employment by acquiescence (r). 

Sub-Sect. 3, — Employment to measure up Deviations, 

658. The authority of an architect or engineer to employ a 
quantity surveyor to measure up deviations in the works depends to 
some extent upon the duties cast upon the architect or engineer 
by the contract (*’). If he is designated as the person to perform 
this work, whether it be included or not in the work for which his 
remuneration is fixed, he cannot have authority from his employer 
to employ a quantity surveyor to do the work and charge his 
employer. If, how’ever, the building contract merely directs that 


(n) Taylor v. Hall (1870), I. E. 4 0. L. 467, per Monahan, C.J., at p. 479 ; 
Young v. Bmiih (1880), Hudson on Euildiiig Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p, 67: 

V. Bassett, [1892] 1 Q. E. 333. 

(o) Anti sell v. 7%/c, [1899] 2 1. E. 275, disapproving the dictum of Monahan, 
C.J., in Taylor v. Hall, svprra. 

(p) See p. 291, ante. See, however, Lansdownev. Somerville (1862), 3 F. & F. 
236. in which case Keating, J., left the following questions to the jury: 
“ Was there such a custom, and was it known to the parties, and did they 
contract on the footing of the custom ? ** The juiy found that there was such a 
custom known to the parties on the footing of which the parties had contracted. 

(7) Evans v. Carte (1881), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., p. 64. 
m Ibid., per Lord Coleridge, O.J., at p. 66. t 

(tfj.As to the authority of the arc^teot or engineer to measure up these 
deviatioiis, see p. 291, ante. 
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the value of the deviations is to be ascertained in some manner, 
without saying by whom, there may be a custom authorising the 
architect, at all events in any large matter, to employ a quantity 
surveyor*to measure up (a). If the quantity surveyor is employed 
by tlie architect to vindicate the correctness of his certificate, which 
has been questioned by the building owner, a customary authority 
to employ a quantity surveyor cannot bo implied in such a case (b). 

Suh-Sect. a ~ 'Measuring up DerhdivuA for the Builder, 

669. If the builder employs a quantity surveyor to measure up 
deviations, he does so on his own account, and not on that of the 
employer, as it is for him, and not for the employer, to make out an 
account of what is due to him for his work, because, if the owner 
is not satisfied with the builder’s account, he can employ a surveyor 
to check it at liis own expense (c). 

Skct. 2. — Liabilities of Quantity Surveyors, 

Sub-Se:ct. 1. — Liability to the Employer. 

660. In the ordinary course where the architect, in his capacity 
as agent of the building owner, engages a quantity surveyor to 
prepaio bills of quantities for the purpose of procuring tenders, 
the relation of employer and employed exists between the building 
owner and the quantity surveyor, and the usual provision in the 
instructions to those tendering that the person tendering is to add 
tho amount of the quantity surveyor’s charges to his tender does 
not alter this relation, as when complied with it merely amounts to 
a conditional contract by the builder to pay the quantity surveyor’s 
fees in certain events, which, after all, come indirectly out of the 
employer’s pocket (d). 

The quantity surveyor owes a duty to his employer to take out 
the quantities carefully and skilfully (c). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Liability to the Contractor, 

661. The customary mode of adding the quantity surveyor’s 
charges to tho tender does not import any contractual relation 


(tt) Birdseye v. Dover Harbour Board Commisaionera (1881), Hudson on 
Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol, 11., p. 62, where evidence was given of a 
custom that in any large matter, say over £2,000, the architect was entitleil 
to call in a quantity surveyor, to be paid by the employer, and the jury found 
in favour of the custom; Beattie v. Gilroy (1882), 10 B-. (Ct. of Seas.) 226. 

The schedule of charges sanctioned by the Koyal Institute of British 
Architects as revised in 1898 states (paragraph 1) that the usual remuneration by 
way of 6 per cent, commission on the total cost of the works is “exclusive of 
measuring and making out extras and omissions.” This schedule, however, 
has not the force of a custom binding on the employer (Farthing v. Tomkins 
(1893), 9 T. L. R. 566). On the other hand, it would be difficult to imply that 
the architect would be bound to do this work in the absence of anything in 
the contract making it incumbent on him. 

E Plimsaul v. Kilmorey (Lord) (1884), I T. L. R. 48. 

Beattie v. Gilroy, supra, 

Moneypenny v. Ilariland (1826), 2 C. & P. 378 ; see also Beriventr v< Fash 
(1865), L. B. 1 0. P. 715. 

(«) Moneypenny v. Ilartland, supra. 
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between the contractor and the quaiitity surveyor (/), except the 
contract by the contractor to pay the surveyor in accordance with 
the conditions of the contract between the employer and the 
contractor (</). 

The quantity surveyor is not liable to the contractor for any 
representations contained in the bills of quantities, unless such 
representations are made fraudulently (h). 

If the quantity surveyor fraudulently either for his own purposes, 
or in collusion with the employer, makes out the quantitms short, 
he is liable to the contractor in the first case alone, and in the 
second jointly w-ith the employer (i). 

If one or more persons intending to tender for a contract employ 
a quantity 8 arve 3 or to take out the quantities on their behalf, the 
quantity surveyor is liable to him or them if he negligently takes 
out the quantities sliort. 

If the architect or engineer takes out the quantities himself, his 
liability to the builder is the same as that of an independent 
quantity surveyor (A), 

Sect. H. — Uemunrratlon of f^itrvn/ors, 

Suu-Skot. 1. — Am(nnd of the Ronnurraliim, 

662. The amount which a quantity survej^or is enllilod to claim, 
in the absence of any express contract fixing his remuneration, is 
a reasonable reward for the work and labour expended by him in 
preparing the bills of quantities. 

Quantity surveyors usually charge from 1 (or even less) to 2A j^er 
cent, on the contract price, but there is no custom binding on the 
persons employing them to pay by a percentage rate at all (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Lithvgr aether Charyt's, 

663. As a number of copies of the bills of quantities are required 
for the purpose of obtaining tenders, it is usual for the quantity 
surveyor to have them lithographed. The quantity surveyor in 
such a case usually employs his own lithographer, and though it 
would bo improper for the quantity surveyor to receive any com- 
mission from the lithographer, he may retain anything in the 
nature of a discount for cash (m) as distinguished from trade dis- 
counts (n). The charge for lithography is, however, usually inserted 


(/) Young V. Blahe (1887), Hudson on Building Contracts, 8rd ed., Vol. II., 
p. ioG. See also Scrivener v. Piuk (1865), L. R. 1 C. P. 715. 

[g) North v. Bassett^ [1892] 1 Q. B. 333. There is no reported case in whiph 
a quantity surveyor has been hold to be under any liability to the builder for 
the accuracy of his quantities where the employment has been in the 
customary manner. 

(h) Priestley v. Stone (1888), 4 T. L. R. 730. 
m ; and see p. 303, ante, 

(fc) See p. 303, ante, 

(?) Gwyther v. Gaze (1875), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. II., 

p. 21. 

(to) London School Board v. Northcroft (1689), Hudson on Buildiiiir Contracts* 
ard ed., Vol. II.. p. H2. v v » » 

(») See v. Kme Bn4hm^ [1905] 1 K. B. 
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at the end of the hill of quantities (o), and the contractor is directed 
to add that charge to the amount of his tender, and sometimes a 
Htii)ulation is inserted in the building contract that the builder 
shall pay the quantity surveyor out of the first instalment of the 
contj’act price. 

Sub-Sect. Z,—Wheii the is liable to pay, 

664. Tiie liability of the employer to the quantity surveyor 
depends on the authority of the architect, express or implied, to 
employ the quantity surveyor, and when this exists the employer 
is, in the absence of any inconsistent stipulations, liable to pay the 
charges of the quantity surveyor. 

The memorandum, which is soinetimea annexed to the bills of 
quantities, to the effect that the person who obtains the contract 
shall pay the charges of the quantity surveyor out of the first 
instalment of the price, has the effect, in the case of a contract being 
entered into, of discharging the employer from his liability to 
pay the quantity surveyor (p). This has boon described as a 
conditional contract. 

If, however, the employer does not proceed to enter into a con- 
tract with a contractor for the construction of the works, he 
remains liable to the quantity surveyor, as the condition governing 
the shifting of the liability has never happened (q), 

665. The employer may also render himself liable to pay the 
quantity surveyor, even when the latter is engaged by the architect 
wfithout authority, by ratification of, or acquiescence in, the 
employment (r). The employer may expressly contract himself 
out of any liability to pay the quantity surveyor, or expressly limit 
the authority of the architect to employ a quantity surveyor (s). 

666. The liability of the employer to pay the quantity surveyor 
for altering the quantities for the purpose of reducing the tenders 
depends entirely on the authority of the architect to employ the 
quantity surveyor for this purpose (a), and the same is the case as 
regards measuring up deviations. 

Sub-Sect. 4. — When the Contractor is liable to pay, 

667. If the contractor has expressly contracted to pay the charges 
of the quantity surveyor, he will be liable to do so, or he may be 
liable on the conditional contract before referred to (h), 

(o) See Campbell (D,) & Son v. Itlyion (1803), Hudson on Building Contracts, 
3rd ed., Vol. IL, p. 250. 

(p) Young v. Smith (1880), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. IT., 

p. 57 ; l^orth v. [1892] 1 Q. B. 333. 

{if) Moon V. Witfiey Qwxrdians (1837), 3 Bing. (n. c.) 814, per TiNDAi, C.J.,at 
p, sis ; Grtbbon v. Moore (1869), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., Vol. 
II,, p. 12; Gwyther v. G'aze (1879), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3rd ed., 
Vol. n., p. 21 ; Waghorn v, Wimbledon Local Board (1877), Hudson on Building 
Contracts, 3rd ed,, Vol. II., p, 39. 

(r) Evans v. Carte (1881), Hudson on Building Contracts, 3id dd., Vol. IL, 
p. 64. 

(fl) Gwyther v. Gaze^ supra, 

(a) See p. 310, ante, 

(b) hoc!^ Y. Horter (1885), 2 7. L* 121 ; see p. 313, 
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Again, if the contractor by his own default prevents the happening 
of the event on which the right of the quantity surveyor to pay- 
ment arises under the conditional contract, c.ry., the payment of 
the first instalment of the price, tlie contractor will be liable to pay 
the quantity surveyor, although the event lias not liajipened (c). 
The taking Over by a contractor of a mortgage on tlie contract 
buildings in good faith to protect himself is not sucli a prevention 
of payment as to entitle the quantity surveyor to sue him (d). 

In the absence of a stipulation in the agreement between the 
omplo3'er and the contractor, or of an express contract to the 
same effect between the contractor and the quantity surveyor, the 
contractor would apparently only be liable to pay for the quantities 
wlien the employer has paid him for them, in addition to all that 
was due to him under the contract (e). 

Jf the architect liimself takes out the quantities, the liability of 
the contractor to pay liis charges is similar to his liability to an 
independent quantity surveyor, l)ut it is a question how far the 
conditional contract would apjfiy in this case. 

If the contractor emplo3^s the quantity surveyor to measure up 
for the purpose of preparing his account for deviations, he will have 
to pay for work done for his benefit by liis own order (/). 

When a quantity surveyor is employed by the architect to 
measure up deviations, this employment is in the interest of the 
employer. The contractor, therefore, incurs no liability to pay the 
charges for this W'ork unless they have been included in the amount 
of a certificate, and actually paid to him (p). 


Sca-Sl'Xrj'. Architect is liable to pay. 


Employnicnt 

without 

authority. 


668 . Where the architect employs a quantity surveyor without 
express or implied authority he must pay him, but if the architect 
represents that he has authority when lie has none he is liable for 
breach of warranty of authority to the quantity surveyor. The 
measure of damages in this case is the amount of the remuneration 
the quantity surveyor would have been entitled to recover if the 
employment had been authorised, together with any costs to which 
the quantity surveyor has been put in an unsuccessful action to 
recover his charges from the employer (//). 


V. KilyaUcn (1878), 2 7j. R. Ir. 119; AJcllor v. Britton (1900), 

16 T. L. R. 465. 

(d) Camphell{D,) Son v. (1893), Hudson on Ruilding Contracts, 3rd ed., 

Vol. n.. p. 250. 

(e) Taylor v. Hall (1870), T, R. 4 C. L. 467 ; Lochc v. Morter (1885), 2 T, L. R. 
121 ; Horth V. Bassett, [1892] 1 Q. B. 333. 

(/) See Plimsavl v. Kilmorey {Lord) (1884), 1 T. L. R. 48. 

(^) Beattie v. Gilroy (1882), 10 R. (Ct. of Sees.) 226; Plimsatd v. Kilmorey 
[hordi), supra; Locke v. Morter, supra. 

(h) Plimsanl v. Kilmorey {Lai d), supra. See Firlanks* Kxecutore v, Jfumphrei/s 
(1886). 18 Q.*R. 1). 61. 
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669. In the course of the construction of building or engineer- Work not 
ing works injury is sometimes done to passers-by or other persons, naturally 
or to the land buildings or property of adjoining or neighbouring 
owners or other persons, and questions arise as to the liability of 
the employer or the contractor, or of both, in respect of such 
injuries. These questions must be decided with reference to the 
general law (i), and there is no law applicable to them which is 
peculiar to building contracts. 

It may be useful, however, to state generally that where the Contractor 
work contemplated by the contract is of such a nature that pneraliy 
it can bo lawfully done, in the absence of negligence, without 
causing injury to others, and the employer has employed a 
competent contractor and parted with all control over the 
execution of the works, the contractor will as a general rule be 
solely responsible for any injuries caused to others by the carrying 
out of the works, or by the negligence of the workmen employed (A:). 

The fact of the employer lending workmen of his own to the 
contractor will not make him liable, if such workmen are under the 
control and superintendence of the contractor (/). 


670. Where the nature of the contractor’s employment is such Work dan- 
that, though the work is in itself lawful, injury to the property of 
the neighbouring owner may be expected to arise in the natural ““ ^ 
course of events, unless certain precautions are taken, then it is 
the duty of the employer to take care that those things are done 
which are necessary to prevent the mischief arising {m) ; and he 


(i) Thus, in the case of injuries to persons the law will be found stated under 
the titles Negligence ; Nuisance ; and Trespass respectively. In the case of 
injuries to property when the works are constructed under statutory powers 
and compensation is sought, reference must be made to the title Compulsory 
Fuechase and Compensation. The question how far statutory powers justify 
what would in their absence be actionable nuisance is dealt with under the title 
Nuisance. In the absence of statutory powers, or in the event of statutory 
powers being exceeded or exercised negligently, reference must be made to the 
titles Negligence, Nuisance or Trespass, according to the nature of the 
injury complained of The right of support and the remedies for its infringe- 
ment are discussed under the title Easements and Profits A Prendre. 

(/f) Milligan v. Wed<je (1840), 12 Ad. & El, 737 ; Allen y. Hayward (1845), 7 
Q. B. 960 ; Beedie v. London and North Western Bail. Vo, (1849), 4 Exch. 244; 
Peachey v. Bowland (1863), 22 L, J, (c. p.), 81 ; Steel v. South Eastern Bail, Co, 
(1855), 16 C. B. 650 ; Butler v. Hunter (1862), 31 L. J, (bx.) 214 ; Searle v. 
Laverick (1874), L. E, 9Q. B. 122; Crawford y. Peel and Carmichael (1887), 20 
L. B. Ir. 332; Blake v. Woolfs [1898] 2 Q. B. 420; Holliday y. National 
Telephone Co„ [1899] 2 Q. B. 392, C. A. 

(l) Murray v. Currie (1870), L. E. 6 C. P. 24. # 

(m) As to the amount of care the building owner must employ, see Brown v, 
Windsor (1830), 1 Cr. & J. 20 ; Trower y. Chadwick (^1836), 3 Bing. (N. 0.) 334 ; 
(1839), 6 Bing. (N. C.) 1 -^Walters y, Pfeil (1829), 1 Mood. & M, 362 ; Taylor T, 
SUndall (1845), 7 Q. B. 634. See title Neglioxnos. 
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cannot divest himself of this duty by employing some other person 
(whether contractor, architect, or engineer) to do what is necessary 
to prevent the mischief, or by stipulating that such other person 
shall take precautions against it (n). 

If the acts of the employer, though amounting to a public 
nuisance, also cause particular damage to a neighbouring land- 
owner, the latter will be entitled to maintain an action against the 
employer (o). 

These considerations will apply with still greater force if there is 
anything unlawful in the work which the contraciior is employed 
to do (j?), 

671. The employer may to a certain extent safeguard himself 
by taking an indemnity from the contractor, but this has no efl’ect 
on the rights of third persons, and he still remains subject to the 
duty and liable for the consequences of its breach (q), 

672. A contractor in his relation to a sub-contractor is in a 
similar position as regards liability for nuisance or negligence as 
is the employer in his relation to tho principal contractor (r). 

673. If the employer retains in his own hands the control over 
the execution of the works, or if he interferes with the contractor 
in carrying them out, he will be liable to third persons for any 
injuries sustained by them or their property O*?). 


{?<) Gregory t. Piper (1829). 9 B. & 0. 591 ; Bower v. Peaie (187G), 1 Q. B. T). 
S21, per CoCKBUIiN, O.J., at p. ;i2() ; Itaodiesou, \r. Murraii (1838), 8 Ad. & KL 
109 ; Hole v. Sittinghoiirne and Sheernesfi Ikiih Co, (1801), 0 II. & N. -ISS ; 
Pickard v. Smith (1801), 10 C. B. (n. 8.) 470 ; Gray v. Pidten (1804), 5 11. & S, 
970; R. V. Stephens (1866), ]j. H. 1 Q. B. 702 ; Bylands v. Fletcher (1808), L. 11, 
3 H, L. 330; Pitta v. Kivgshridye Iliglnvay Board (1871), 25 L. T. 195; 
Tarry v. Ashton (1876), I Q. B. D. 3H; Lemaitre v. Pavia (1881), 19 
Ch. i). 281 ; Dalton v. A?igu8 (1881), 0 App. Oas, 740 ; JIughea v. Percival (1883), 
8 App. Oas. 443; Black v. Christrhurck Finance Co,^ [1^^94] A. C. 48 ; JoUiffe 
V. IJoodhoase (1894), 10 T. L. E. 553; liardaker v. Idle Disfrirt Conncil, [lvS 90 | 
1 Ci. II. 335, C. A. ; Hill v. Tottenham Urban District Council (1898), 79 L. T. 495 ; 
Penny v. Wimbledon Urban District Council, [1899] 2 Q. B. 72, (J, A. ; The Snark^ 
[1900] P. 105, C, A. 

(o) Rose V. Groves (1843), 5 Man. & G. 613; Benjamin v. SOwr (1874), L. E. 9 
C. P. 400 ; Boyee v, Paddington Borough Council, [1903] 1 Cli. 109, levorsod cm 
another point sub nom, Paddington Corjwration v, A,~G,, [1900] A. C, 1. See 
title NUI8A^'CB. 


(^>) Ellia V. Sheffield Gas Cvnaumera Co, (1853), 2 E. & B. 707; Pitta v. 
Kiugabridge Highway Board, supra, 

(</) Dodd Y, Holme (1834), 1 Ad. & El. 493; Kllia y, Sheffield Qua Con- 
sumers Co,, supra, “In violations of a right to property, whetlier real or 
personal, ... ho who procures tho wrong is a joint wrong-doer, end may he 
sued either alone or jointly with the agent in the appropriate action for tho 
wrong complained of ” (Lwmley v. Gye (1853), 22 L. J. (q. b.) 463, per Eiilk, J., 
at p. 472). 

(r) Rapson v. Cubitt (1842). 9 M. Ik, W. 710; Knight v. Fox and Henderson 
(1850), 20 Ti, J. (EX.) 9 ; Overton v. Freeman (1852), 21 L. J. (c. P.) 52 ; Murray 
V. Currie (1870), L. R. 6 G, P. 24; Pearson v. Cox (1877), 2 0. P. D. 369; 
Blake v. Thirst (1863), 8 L. T. 251, 

(fl) Burgess v. Gray (1845), 1 0. B. 578; HvlliKay v. National Telephone 
Go., [1899] 2 Q. B. 392, C. A.; Rennet y. Castle (1898), 14 T. L. R. 288, 

0* A« 
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674. The liability of the employer for injuries will not absolve 
the contractor from liability, and the contractor will always remain 
liable for any tortious acts of his own or of his servants (0- 
The contractor may be sued either alone or jointly with his 
employer ; but it must be noticed that the effect of bringing an 
action and recovering judgment against either the employer or 
contractor is to bar any claim against tlie other (a), and also 
that, as the employer and the contractor are joint tort-feasors, there 
is no contribution betw^een them (/>). 


(i) liatf’S V. l^iUinq (1S2G), G li, &. 0. G8: White v. l*eto Brothers (18SS), 58 1*. T. 

;io. 

(tt) See title Juno AiiD Okdeks. 

{h) See title Tort. 


BUILDING DISPUTES. 


Genorallv. — See Building Contraotb, Enginkbus, and Architects. 
Under London Building Acts.- — See Metropolis. 
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BUILDING LEASES. 

See Landlord and Tenant- 


BUILDING MATERIALS. 

See BuiLDUia Co»tp^ctb, Emoinebbs, and ABcnixEcrt^. 
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BUILDING OWNER. 

See Building Contracts, Enginerrs, and ARCHiTBCTg. 


BUILDING QUANTITIES. 

See Building Contracts, Engineers, and Architects. 
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Part XIV. DISSOLUTION AND CANCELLATION OR SUSPEN- 


SION OP REGISTRY- - - - - - 392 

Sect. i. Incokpouated SooiETiEa - _ - ... 392 

Sub-seot. 1 . Dissohition by Instrument - - _ _ 392 

Sub-sect. 2 . Dissolution under the Buies - - . - 393 

Sub-sect. 3. Dissolution by Award of Registrar - - 394 

Sub-sect. 4. Winding-up under the Companies Acts - - 394 

Sub-sect. 5. Cancellation or Suspension of Registry - 390 
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Sub-seot. 1 , Dissolution 397 
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For Co-operative Building Socictiee - See title Industrial. Provident and 

SIMILAR Societies. 

Other Societiee - . - Prtendly Societies ; Indus- 

trial, Provident and 
SIMILAR Societies ; Loan 
Societies. 

Part i. — Nature and Classes of Building 

Societies. 

Sect, 1. — Introductory. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — General Nature of Building Societies. 

676. Building societies are societies formed for the purpose of 
raising, by the subscriptions of the members, a fund out of which 
advances may be made to members, by way of mortgage, upon the 
security of freehold, copyhold, or leasehold estate (a), the primary 
object being to assist the members in obtaining a small landed 
property (h). 

The method adopted is for the members to take shares of a definite 
amount, which amount is, as a rule, payable to the society by small 
periodical subscriptions. Out of the funds so acquired advances are 
made to members from time to time upon mortgage of freehold, 
copyhold, or leasehold property, the amount of such advances being 
the nominal amount of the shares held by the member less in most 
cases a considerable discount. 

Although treated in the earlier legislation as bodies of comparatively 
humble interest, many building socie^/es have developed into large 
institutions. ' Some societies have so far deviated from their original 
intention as mainly to devote their funds to financing builders (r)» 
the funds being derived from members who subscribe for shares as 
an investment and are known as investing members. But whatever 


(а) See Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 13. Compare the 
preamble to the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32). 

( б ) Preamble to Buildmg Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32). 

(c) See Murray v. Scott (1684), 9 App. Oas. 619, per Lord Blackburn, at p. 548. 
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their magnitude, and whatever their sphere of operation, bnilding 
societies are, subject to the distinction hereafter explained between 
unincorporated and incorporated societies, carried on under the 
provisions of the same statutes. 

Sub-Seot. 2 . — The llegutrar. 

676. The functions and powers of the Eegistrar of Building 
Societies in England are vested in the central ofl&ce of the Registry 
of Friendly Societies, consisting of the Chief Registrar and assistant 
registrars of Friendly Societies (d). 

The Registrar is the instrument through which the State exercises 
control- Thus, in the case of incorporated societies, he issues 
cei^ificates of incorporation, registers rules and alterations of rules, 
prescribes the form of and receives the annual accounts and state- 
ments, and possesses powers of inspecting and dissolving societies 
and of suspending and cancelling registry of incorporation, and is 
charged with the duty of laying an annual report before Parliament 
of the accounts of all societies and the proceedings of the registry (e). 

His functions in the case of unincorporated societies are more 
limited, his chief duties relating to alterations of rules and 
statements of accounts. 

Sect. 2. — Different Classes of Societies. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Omeral Division, 

677. Building societies are divided into the following classes : 
(1) unincorporated, (2} incorporated, (3) terminating, and 
(4) permanent. 

The division of societies into unincorporated and incorporated 
and into terminating and permanent is a cross division, A 
terminating or a permanent society may be either incorporated 
or unincorporated. The distinction between terminating and 
permanent societies is one drawn from their method of operation in 
practice, but is not of much legal importance. With the exception 
of a difference regarding the limit of their borrowing powers (/), 
and the circumstances under which they terminate (p), both ter- 
minating and permanent societies are subject to the same law. 
The only division of importance from a legal point of view is the 
division into unincorporated and incorporated societies. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Unincorporated and Incorporated Sodeties. 

678. Unincorporated societies were all formed under the Building 
Societies Act, 1836 {h). That Act did not contain general provisions 


{d) Friendly Societies Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viot. c. 25), bs. 1, 2. As to the con- 
stitution of the central office, see title Fbiendlt Societies. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), ss. 17, 18, 40 : Buildinc 
Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 47), ss. 2, 4—7, 27. 

J ) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16. 

Ibid., as. 6, 32 (1). 

6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32. No short title is given to this Act either by the Act 
, or by the Short Titles Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Vict.'c. 14). But it is referred 
Ip the Building Societies Act, 1836, in the Building Societies Act, 1804 (57 A 58 
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regulating the constitution of building societies, but supplied their 
place by enacting that such of the provisions of the Friendly 
Societies Acts of 1829 (i) and 1834 (j) as might be applicable to the 
purpose of any benefit building society should apply to such 
society (i). Societies formed under those Acts are not bodies 
corporate, but their property is vested in trustees or their treasurer, 
by whom actions may be brought or defended (1). 

Incorporated societies are all incorporated un ler the provisions 
of the Building Societies Act, 1874 (m). Except for certain special 
purposes (n), the need for trustees is thereby removed, as the cor- 
porate body thereby created is itself capable of being clothed with 
legal rights and obligations. 

All societies formed since November 2, 1874 (o), are incorporated 
under the last-mentioned Act, which provided means whereby exist- 
ing unincorporated societies might receive certificates of incorpora- 
tion and thereby become bodies corporate (jp). 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Terminating and Permanent Societies. 

679. A terminating society is a society which by its rules is to 
terminate and have its affairs wound up and its assets distributed 
at a fixed date, or when a result specified in its rules is attained (q). 

The members of such a society agree to take one or more shares 
of a definite nominal amount and to pay subscriptions either 
(1) until a certain date, usually fixed as being the date on which, if 
all subscriptions were duly paid, the total nominal amount of all 


Viet. 0 . 47), B. 25, and will be so cited througtxoiit this title. The Act was 
repealed, except so far as regards then existing societies, by the Building 
Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 7, thus rendering it impossible to form 
any new societies under the former Act. Only sixty societies now remain to 
which the Act of 1836 applies, and this number is liable to be diminished from 
time to time by dissolution or by incorporation. By the Building Societies Act, 
1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 25 (2), the Act of 1836 was repealed as from 
August 25, 1896, as to all societies foimed thereunder after the year 1856, In 
England the opinion has been expressed that all such societies, unless they 
obtained incorporation before the date of the repeal, ceased to be legally con- 
stituted under the Building Societies Acts, and, if consisting of more than 20 
persons, became illegal associations under s. 4 of the Companies Act, 1862 
(25 & 26 Viet. c. 89). See Me Ilfracombe Permanent Mutual Benefit Building 
Society, [1901] 1 Ch. 102, 113 ; Shaw v. Benson, (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 563 ; Re 
Thomas, Ex parte Poppletan 0-884), 14 Q. B. D. 379 ; and title CoMrANiES. The 
contrary has been held in Scotland {SmitEa Trustees v. Irvine and Fullerton 
Building Society (1905), 6 F. (Ct. of Sess.) 99). 

(?) 10 Geo. 4, c. 66, This statute and that cited in the next note have no 
short title, but are commonly referred to as in the text, and will, for convenience, 
be so cited throughout this title. 

(j) 4 & 5 Will 4, c. 40. 

(If) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), s. 4. 

(1) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 66), s. 21, 

. (m) 37 & 38 Viet. o. 42. See p. 327, post, 

(n) E,g., the investment of surplus funds. See p. 378, post, 

(o) The date on which the Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), 
oame into operation {ibid., s. 2). 

(p) lUd,, BS. 9, 10, 11 ; Building Societies Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 9), s. 2, 
whim was substituted for s. 8 of the Act of 1874 ; and see p. 327, ^ 00 ^. 

( 2 ) Budding Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, c, 42), s. 6. See generally, 
as to such societies, Fhming v. Self (1864^, 3 De G. M, ft G. 997, fer Lord 
OmjtwobtRi at pp. 1013 Hg, 
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the shares would have been received, or (2) until the society has in 
hand sufficient to pay all members who have not received any 
advance the full nominal amount of their shares. Prom time to 
time the funds in hand are applied in paying to those of the members 
who desire advances the nominal amount of their shares less a 
considerable discount. The members who thus receive payment of 
their shares in advance give mortgage security for the payment of 
the future subscriptions on their shares and of any other payments 
which may become due from them under the rules during the 
continuance of the society. Members who do not receive advances 
usually have the right of withdrawing from the society (r), and 
those who have received advances can usually redeem the security 
given by them(«). Upon the agreed date arriving or the object 
being attained the funds are applied in paying to those members 
who have received no advance the full nominal amount of their 
shares, and any surplus is divided as profits among the same persons. 

One result of the ordinary scheme of a terminating society is that 
persons desiring to become members after its formation must pay 
down a sum equal to the amount of the subscriptions already paid 
by the original members with interest thereon. These payments 
are known as “ back payments,” and considerably check the increase 
of membership. In some cases this difficulty has been overcome 
by issuing a fresh series of shares each year, each series being 
calculated to mature in a certain number of years (usually about 
twelve) and working itself out as if it were a separate terminating 
society, though the money received is all put into one general fund. 

680- A permanent society is a society whose rules do not specify 
any fixed date or given result as the period for its termination (0- 
It therefore continues to be a going concern as long as there is a 
demand for, and funds available for making, advances to existing 
or new members. 

Persons can join such a society at any time. The shares are of 
fixed nominal amount, and are payable by a definite number of 
subscriptions, or, in most cases, may be paid up in full in one sum. 
When the share has been paid up in full, and no advance has been 
made, the member receives interest on the amount. At any time 
before an advance has been made, and whether his shares are paid 
up in full or not, a member may withdraw, and will be paid such 
sum as he is entitled to under the rules usually in the order of his 
notice of withdrawal ; sometimes the right of withdrawal is by the 
rules expressly given ** provided the funds permit.” A member 
desiring an advance receives the nominal amount of his shares, 
usually subject to a discount or to the payment of a premium, 
and gives a mortgage to secure the repayment of the amount 
advanced and interest thereon by a definite number of instalments, 
and also the payment of any money becoming payable by him under 
the rules whilst the mortgage is outstanding. As a rule, after an 
advance has been made no further subscriptions are payable. 

(r) See p. 358, post, 

U) See p. 366, po^t • 

{t) Building ^deties 4ct, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 42), s. 5«> 
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Part II. — Incorporation of Building Societies. 

J^ECT. 1 . — Incorporation of Newly-established Societies. 

681. Any number of persons, not less than three (u)^ may form 
a building society (a), either permanent or terminating (/>). 

The first step to be taken by the promoters is to agree upon a 
set of rules for the government of the society. Two copies ot 
the proposed rules, signed by three of the promoters and by the 
intended secretary or other officer, must be sent to the Kegistrar (c). 
The Registrar, if he finds the f)roposed rules contain the statutory 
provisions, and are otherwise in accordance with the Building 
Societies Acts (d), returns one copy, with a certificate of incorpora- 
tion, to the secretary or other oflicer, and retains and registers 
the other copy (e). The society thereupon becomes a body corporate 
by its registered name, having perpetual succession and a common 
seal (/). 

If any persons representing themselves to be a society commence 
business without first obtaining a certificate of incorporation, they 
are liable, upon summary conviction before justices at the complaint 
of the Registrar, to a penalty not exceeding £5 for every day business 
is so carried on (g). 

A certificate of incorporation, purporting to be signed by the 
Registrar, will, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, be 
received as evidence in all courts of law and elsewhere (//,), and 
cannot be declared void by the court on the ground that it has been 
obtained irregularly (i). 

Sect. 2. — Incorporation, of Unincorporated Societies. 

682. Any unincorporated society the rules of which have been 
certified under the Act of 1836 may obtain a certificate of incor- 
poration, and thereupon it becomes an incorporated society, and 
is thenceforth subject to the statutes regulating incorporated 
societies (/c). 

The application for registration must be made to the Registrar, 
and must be made by the authority of a general meeting of the 

(w) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 17. 

(a) As it is now and has been since the passing of the Building Societies Act, 
1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 7, impossible to form a new unincorporated society, 
the present section of this title treats only of the formation of incorporated 
societies. 

(b) J/nd., B. 13. 

(c) Jfe'/d., 8. 17, Building Society Regulations, 1895, r. 41. For form of 
application for registration, see i5id., r. 2, and Form 0 ; Encyclopsedia of 
Forms, Vol. III., p. 8. The fee payable is £6 (Building Society Regulations, 
1906). The Building Society Regulations, 1895, are printed in Statutory Ruloa 
and Orders, revised to December 31, 1903, TI., title Building Society. 

id) See p. 331, post. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), a. 17. 

(/) Ibid., 8. 9. 

is) lUd.. B. 43. 

ih) Ibid., 8. 20. _ 

(i) Glover v. Giles (1881), 18 Oh. D. 173. 

(j(p) Bmlding Societies Act, 18^5 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 9), a. 2. 
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society specially called for that purpose (1). The application must 
be accompanied by a copy of the rules of the society and a statutory 
declaration that such authority for the application was duly given, 
and that the rules were certified under the Act of 1836 (m)., 

683. It is a necessary preliminary to the grant of a certificate 
of incorporation that the existing rules shall have been registered 
with the Begistrar (n). This may be effected in two ways : (l)on 
a proper application being made for the purpose, the clerk of the 
peace for the county in which the society is established should 
transmit to the Begistrar the transcript of the rules of the society 
filed with the rolls of the sessions of the peace (o), and the Begistrar 
keeps and registers the transcript (p) ; (2) if the clerk of the peace 
does not transmit the transcript of the rules of the society, the 
society may furnish the Begistrar with a copy of the rules, purport- 
ing to be certified, or to be a true copy of the rules certified, by the 
barrister appointed to certify tlie rules of friendly societies (q)^ 
authenticated by the statutory declaration of the secretary or other 
officer, as the Begistrar may require, and the copy of the rules is 
kept and registered by the Registrar (7*)- 

In practice if the Begistrar has not, at the time he receives the 
application for incorporation, received the transcript of the rules, he 
ai)plies for it to the clerk of the peace. If he does not receive it 
within seven days, he so informs the applicant for incorporation, who 
must furnish the necessary evidence of the rules being certified (.s). 

684. After incorporation the previously existing rules, so far as 
they do not conflict with the provisions of the statutes regulating 
incorporated societies, continue in force until altered or rescinded 
in accordance W'ith those statutes (/). 

The court cannot, at the instance of some of the incorporators, 
declare the incorporation void on the ground that it has been 
obtained by fraud or irregularity {n). 

■ All rights of action and other rights and all estates and interests 


(/) Building Societies Act, 1874 (♦‘17 & 88 Viet. c. 42), s. 12 ; Building Society 
Ilegulatioiis, 1895, r. 1 ; and see p. 352, post. 

(m) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 12 ; Building 
Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 1. For form of application and declaration, see 
Building Society Eegulations, 1895, and Forms A and B; Encyclopaedia of 
Forms, Vol. III., pp. 11, 12. A fee of £5 is payable (Building Society 
Eegulations, 1906). 

(n) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), ss. 10 and 11. These 
provisions have virtually expired, as the Eegistrar has the rules of all the sixty 
unincorporated societies now in existence ; see note (9), p. 324, ante, 

{0) A transcript of the rules of a society certified under the Act of 1836 had to 
be deposited with tho clerk of the peace of the county in which the society was 
established (Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 7). 

(p) Buildujg Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. 0. 42), s. 10. 

(q) Under Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 4, rendered 
applicable to unincoiporated societies by Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 
Will. 4, 0. 32), s. 4. The barrister is now replaced by the Registrar (Building 
Societies Aotf 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 7). 

(r) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 11, 

(n) Building Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 1. 

(t) Building Societies Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c, 9), *8. 2, 

{u) {/taver y. (1881), 18, Oh, D. 173. 
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in real and personal estate belonging to, or held in trust for, an 
unincorporated society vest on incorporation in the incorporated 
society without any conveyance or assignment, except in the case of 
stocks ahd securities in the public funds, and estates in copyhold or 
customary hereditaments, the title to which cannot be transferred 
without admittance (w ) . 


Part III. — Name and Chief Office of 
Society. 

Sect. 1. — Name of Society. 

Sui3-Sect. 1. — Orujimd Name. 

686 . The name of the society must bo set forth in the rules 
which are forwarded to the Registrar prior to incorporation (a). On 
the grant of a certificate of incorporation the society becomes a 
corporate body by its registered name (6). The registration of the 
rules is a condition precedent to incorporation, and the Registrar 
will refuse registration if the name chosen for the society is identical 
with that in which a subsisting society is already registered, or so 
nearly resembles the name of a subsisting society as to be calculated 
to deceive, unless such subsisting society is in course of being 
terminated or dissolved and assents to such registration (c). 

The last words of the name of any new incorporated society must 
be Building Society,” and the Registrar may refuse to allow the 
insertion or retention of any words which imply that the society is 
other than a building society (d). 

An unincorporated society retains its name on incorporation, and 
the provisions as to identity and similarity of name do not apply 
until it changes its name (e). 

686 . An incorporated society may not use any name or title other 
than its registered name. If a society contravenes this provision, 
the society, and also every director or member of the committee of 
management who is a party to the contravention, is liable on 


a Building Societies Act, 1874 (;J7 & as Viet. c. 42), s. 27, as amended by 
ing Societies Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 63), s. 3. S. 27 of the Act of 
1874 as unamended referred only to property of which the society as unincor- 
porated was possessed on November 2, 1874, thus leaving outstanding any 
property acquired by a society between that date and the date of its incorporation. 
The amendment above mentioned rendered s, 27 of the Act of 1874 applicable 
to all property possessed by a society at the date of its incorporation. S. 4 of 
the Act of 1877 operated to transfer, with the exceptions above mentioned, the 
outstanding property of societies incorporated before its passing. 

f Building Societies Act,. 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, c. 42), s. 16 (1). 

Ibid., s. 9. • 

Jhid.yB. 17. This provision is similar to that contained in s. 20 of the 
Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 89), and it is conceived that oases decided 
on that section apply to bftilding societies. See title Companies. 

(d) Building Society Regulations, 1895, r. 7. 

le) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. o. 42), ss. 9, 17. 
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summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £10 and, in the case 
of a continuing offence, to an additional fine not exceeding £10 for 
every week during which the offence continues (f). 

The registered name of an incorporated society must af)pear on 
the seal (g). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Change of Name, 

687. An incorporated society may change its name by resolution 
of three-fourths of the members present at a meeting called for the 
purpose. The choice of a new name on alteration is subject to the 
same restrictions regarding identity or similarity with the names 
of subsisting societies as the choice of a name on the formation 
of a new society. The change of name does not affect any right 
or obligation of the society, or of any mem))er or other person 
concerned (h). 

Notice (0 of the change of name must be sent to the Eegistrar 
for registration accompanied by a statutory declaration (/c) of an 
oiffcer of the society that the above provisions have been complied 
with. Thereupon the Eegistrar, if ho linds Lhe matter in order, gives 
a certificate of registration (/). He may, however, if he finds any 
identity or similarity with the name of any previously registered 
society, require further evidence that that society is not subsisting 
or is in course of being terminated or dissolved and consents to 
such registration (wi). No change of name can be registered unless 
the new name ends with the words “ Building Society {n). 

Sect. 2 . — Chief Office or Place of Meetuiff. 

688 . The rules of a society, whether incorporated (o) or unin- 
corporated (p), must specify the chief office or place of meeting. 

An incorporated society may change its chief office in manner 
directed by its rules, or in default of such direction at a general 
meeting specially called for the purpose (q). No alteration of the 
rules is necessary on such change, but notice in duplicate of the 
change must be given by the secretary to the Eegistrar within seven 
days, and will be registered by him and a certificate given (?*). 

An unincorporated society may change its place of business to 
another place within the county in which the rules are enrolled 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 15, 

(g) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16(10). 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 22. ^ 

(i) Building Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 15, and Form 0; Encyclopaedia of 
Forms, Vol. III., p. 36. 

(k) Building Society Regulations, 1895, r. 15 and ForiaP; Encyolopsedia of 
Forms, Vol. III., p. 36. 

(l) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 22. The fee for 
the certificate is ten shillings (Building Society Regulations, 1906). For 
form of certificate, see Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), 
Sched. 111. 

(m) Building Society Regulations, 1895, r. 15. 

(n) Ibid, r, 7 ; and see p. 329, ante, 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), h. 16 (1). 

(p) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 G-eo. 4, c. 66), s. 10. 

M Bmlding Societies Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet o. 6!!), s. 2. 

(r) Ibid, ; Biiil ding Society Regulations, 1895, r. 13, and Form M. A fee of 
two shillings and sixpem^ is payable for the certificate {Ibid, r. 41). 
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without apparently altering the rules, upon giving notice in writing 
to the Registrar within seven days before or after removal, such 
notice being signed by the secretary or other principal officer and 
three or more members (s). 


Part IV. — Rules of a Society. 

Se€T. 1. — Incoiyorated Society^ 

Sub-Seot. 1. — In General 

689. The rules of a society form the contract between the society 
and the members (t). This contract is to be found in the rules 
for the time being in force, having regard to any alterations duly 
made (u). They are binding on the members and officers of the 
society and on all persons claiming on account of a member, or 
under the rules, all of which persons are deemed to have full notice 
thereof (a). 

A printed copy of the rules of an incorporated society, certified by 
the secretary or other officer of the society to be a true copy of its 
registered rules, is, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, 
evidence of the rules (6). 

A society must supply to any person requiring the same a 
complete printed copy of the rules with a copy of the certificate of 
incorporation appended thereto at a charge not exceeding one 
shilling for each copy (c). 

Sub-Sect, 2 . — Contenta of Rules. 

690. The rules of any building society established after 
August 25, 1894, and of any incorporated society existing on 
that date which subsequently to that date substitutes a new set 
of rules for its existing rules, must set forth the name of the 
society and its chief office or place of meeting, the manner in 
which the stock or funds of the society is or are to be raised, the 
purposes to which they are to be applied, and the manner in which 
they are to be invested; the terms on which unadvanced sub- 
scription shares or paid-up shares (if any) are to be issued and 
withdrawn, with tables, where applicable in the opinion of the 

(«) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo, 4, c. 56), s. 10. See R. v. Registrar 
of Friendly Societies (1852), 16 J. P. 613. For form of notice, see Encydopsedia 
of Forms, Vol. III., p. 35. 

(<) Auld V. Glasgov) Working MerCs Building Society (1887), 12 App. Cas. 197, 
per Lord Macnaghten, at p. 205 ; Re Doncaster PerTnanent Benefit Building and 
Investment Society (1866), 14 L. T. 13; Walton v. E^e (1884), 10 App. Cas. 33; 
Re West Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society^ Ex parte Pullman 
(1890), 46 Oh/D. 463. 

(«) Barnard v. TomsoUy [1894] 1 Oh. 374, per North, J., at p. 392; Re 
Norfolk and Norwich Provident Permanent Bemfii Building Society ^ Smith's Case 
(1875), 1 Gh. D. 461, must be taken to have been decided on the filial facts. 
See Wilson v. Miles Platting Building Society (1887), 22 Q. B. D, 381, n. As to 
the alterations that may IjB made, see p. 333. post, 

(a) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict o, 42), & 21. 

(h\ Ibid,, 6. 20. 
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^gistrar^ sho^ng the amount due by the society for principal and 
interest separately ; whether any, and what, preferential shares are 
to be issued ; the manner in which and terms upon which advances 
are to be made and redeemed, with tables, where applicable in the 
opinion of the Eegistrar, showing the amount due from the borrower 
after each stipulated payment ; the manner in which losses are to 
be ascertained and provided for, and in which membership is to 
cease ; whether the society intends to borrow money, and if so, 
within what limits ; the manner of altering and rescinding the 
rules of the society and of making additional rules ; the manner of 
appointing, remunerating, and removing the board of directors or 
committee of management, auditors, and other officers, and their 
powers and duties; the manner of calling general and special 
meetings of the members; provisions regulating the audit of the 
accounts, the settlement of disputes (d), the device, custody, and 
use of the seal, the custody of the mortgage deeds and other 
securities belonging to the society, the fines and forfeitures to be 
imposed on members of the society, and the manner in which the 
society, whether terminating or permanent, shall be terminated 
or dissolved (e). 

A society may describe in a schedule to its rules the forms of 
conveyance, mortgage, transfer, agreement, bond, security for deposit 
or loan or other instrument necessary for carrying its purposes into 
execution (/). 

Beyond those already mentioned there are no statutory provi- 
sions expressly dealing with the rules of building societies. A 
building society may make such rules as it pleases, provided that 
the rules do not conflict with the general law of the realm or the 
express provisions of the Building Societies Acts, and do not make 
the society a thing different from a building society (p). 

Stjb-Skot. 3 . — Alteration of Rides, 

691 . The rules can only be altered in the manner authorised 
by statute (/i). A different procedure is authorised with regard 
to societies certified before the Act of 1874, and subsequently incor- 
porated thereunder, from that authorised with regard to societies 
first established after the passing of that Act (i). 

Any of the first-mentioned class of societies may alter or rescind 
any rule or make any additional rule by the vote of three-fourths of 
the members present at a special meeting called for the purpose, 

((f) Sq 0 p. 381, post Provision for settlement by general meeting or the 
board of directors will not be sanctioned by the Eegistrar. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16; Buildinff Societies 

Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 1 . » 

(f) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 <fe 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 19. 

&) Mu^ay V. Scott (1884), 9 App. Gas. 619, per Lord Selbohnb, L.O., at 
p. 638. For snecimen forms of rules of building societies, see Encydone^ia of 
Forms, Vol. 5IL, pp. 13, 21 . 

, (h) AM V. Qhsgow WorUng Men^s Building SocAety (1887), 12 App. Gas. 197, 
per Lord MACNAonTBir, at p. 205, where it was held that the rights of with- 
drawing members under tie rules could not be Altered by an ordinary 
resolution. 

(0 Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 18, 
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of which notice specifyinp; the proposed* alteration, rescission, or 
addition shall have been given to the members in the manner pro- 
vided by the rules of the society, or in the absence of such rules by 
letter sent through the post seven days previous to such meeting (^). 

Any of the second-mentioned class may alter or rescind any rule 
or make an additional rule in the manner its rules direct (k). 

692. In both cases a society altering or rescinding any of its 
rules or making an additional rule must forward to the Begistrar an 
application for registration of the alteration signed by three members 
and the secretary, accompanied in case of partial alteration (Z) by two 
copies of every alteration or addition signed in the same way, or in 
case of rescission by two copies of the resolution passed for that 
purpose similarly signed, or in case of complete alteration by a 
printed copy of the existing rules and two printed copies of the new 
rules similarly signed, and also in each case by a statutory declaration 
by an officer of the society that the provisions above mentioned with 
regard to the procedure to be adopted have been complied with (vi). 
The Begistrar, if he finds that the alteration, addition, or rescission 
is in conformity with the Building Societies Acts, returns one of 
such copies to the secretary or other officer of the society with 
a certificate of registration, and retains and registers the other ( 71 ). 

693. The certificate of the Begistrar is conclusive that the 
necessary preliminary steps have been taken to make the alteration 
binding on the society and members (0), but the fact that a rule has 
been registered is not conclusive as to its legality or validity (p). 
His duties, when rules are presented for registration, are merely to 
consider whether or not the proposed rules are in conformity with 
the Acts (9). If the Begistrar refuses to register a rule or alteration, 
the proper remedy is by mandamus (7 ), 

694. No limit has been placed by statute upon the power to alter 
rules, and the power is very extensive. Thus, alterations may 
be made whereby the rights of members who have given notice 
of withdrawal are altered to their detriment (5), whereby the 


fife) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 18. 

(Z) As to what constitutes a paitial alteration, see Building Society Begula- 
tions, 1895, r. 3 (a). 

(w) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. 0 . 42), s. 18 ; Building Society 
Regulations, 1895, rr. 4, 5, and Forms D, E, F; Encyclopaedia of Fonns, 
Vol. III., pp. 30—33. 

(»j) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 18 ; Building Society 
Regulations, 1895, r. 6. A fee of £l is payable for the certificate (Building 
Society Regulations, 1906). 

(o) Bosemerg v. Northumberland Building Society (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 373; 
Dewhurst v. dUvrlcscn (1854), 3 E. & B. 194, 

(p) Laing v, Beed (1869), 5 Gh. App. 4. The certificate expressly states that 
the registration of rules and alterations does not imply approval of them by the 
Registi'ar, or any guarantee of the good management or financial stability of 
the society. See form of certificate in Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 
Viot. 0.47), Sched.m. 


(g) B, r, Brahrook (1893), 69 L. T. 718. 
fr) Ifc ■ 


Xhid» See as to mandamus generally, title Cnowir Faaotios. 

(s) Peip€ V. City and Suburban Permanent Building Society, [1893] 2 Oh. 311 { 
Daviu T« Second Chatham Permanent Benefit Building Society (1889), 61 
Ii.T. 680 . 
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eutns stiiuding to the credit of unadvanced members are dimi* 
nished (i), and whereby sums payable by advanced members in 
respect of their mortgages are increased (a). It is no objection that 
the alteration affects members who have an existing claim* on the 
society (b). 

But though the limits of the power of altering rules are not 
defined, the alterations must relate only to the internal rights of the 
members of the society (c), and there are certain classes of altera- 
tions which are clearly invalid. No alteration of a rule can be valid 
which is not made in good faith or which purports to affect the 
rights of outside creditors or to change the nature of the consti- 
tution of the society, or which is directed against a particular 
individual (cZ), A society which is recognised to be in a state of 
insolvency cannot make alterations in its rules the effect of which 
would be to alter the rights of the members in a winding-up (e), 
although it may make such alterations as will facilitate the realisa- 
tion of assets and the discharge of obligations (/). 

An alteration of rules may be either partial, consisting of altera- 
tions of or additions to the existing rules, or complete, consisting of 
the substitution of an entire set of rules for the existing rules (^). 

Although the name and chief office of the society must be stated 
in the rules, either may bo changed without an alteration of rules (/a). 

695. Special provision is made by statute for altering rules in the 
case of building societies established before August 25, 1894, whose 
rules provide that advances may be balloted for. In such case a 
society may, notwithstanding anything in its rules, resolve by a 
majority of its members present or voting by voting papers at a 
meeting called for the purpose upon a scheme for the discontinu- 
ance of advances by ballot and for making other provision in lieu 
thereof. The scheme must be supported by a majority of the 
members present at the meeting or voting by voting papers who 
Ijave not at the date of the meeting received their advances by 


(^) Htrohmmytr v. Finsbury Permanent Investment Building Society^ [1897] 2 
Ch. 469, C. A. Such a result cannot be effected by an ordinary resolution {Auld 
V. Glasgow Wm’king Mens Building Society (1887), 12 App. Cos. 197, jper Lord 
Halsutiry, L.O., at p, 201). 

(а) Rosenberg v. Northumberland Building Society (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 373 ; 
It^ilson V. Miles Platting Building Society (1887), 22 Q. B. D. 381, n. ; Bradbury 
V. Wild, [1893] 1 Ch. 377. In these cases the securitiee were framed so as to 
seeme the payment of sums payable under the rules for the time being of the 
society. If a mortgagee has made a special contract with the society, such 
conti’act cannot be altered by an alteration of rules {Re Norwich and Norfolk 
Provident Permanent Benefit Building Society, Smith's Case (1875), 1 Oh. D. 481 ; 
Wilson V. Miles Platting Building Society, supra), 

(б) R, V. Brabrook (1893), 69 L. T. 718. 

(c) Strohmenger v. Finsbury Permanent Investment Building Society, supra^ 
pn Ohitty, L.J at p. 480 ; Sixth West Kent Mutual Building Society yMilU 
[1899J 2 Oh. 60, per BviUfE, J., at p. 69. 

((^ Strohmenger v. Finsbury Permanent Investment Building Society, supra, 

2 ^ Mutual Building Society v. Shove (1895), reported [1899] 

if) Sixth West Kent Mutual Building Society v. Ilillspsupra, 

Ig) Building {Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 3. 

(Ji) Building Bodeties Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet, c* 63), a. 2. See p. 330, ante. 
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ballot. The scheme and every alteration must be registered in 
the same manner as rules. Notice of the meeting and a copy of 
the proposed scheme together with a voting paper must be sent to 
every member fourteen days before the date of the meeting (i). 

Sect. 2. — Unmcorporated Society. 

Sub-Seot. I,— In General. 

696. As it is now impossible to form a new unincorporated society, 
the only matter of importance in connection with the rules of such 
societies is the method of alteration. 

The rules of an unincorporated society must be proper and 
wholesome for the government and guidance of the society, not 
repugnant to the provisions of the Act of 1836 or the general laws 
of the realm (j). 

A schedule to the rules may contain forms of conveyance, 
mortgage, transfei‘, agreement, bond, and otlier instruments 
necessary for the purposes of the society (A). 

The rules had to be certified by the barrister appointed to certify 
the rules of friendly societies (Z), and entered in a book kept by an 
officer of the society appointed for the purpose, which book must be 
open at all reasonable times for the insj)ection of the members {m). 
The rules so confirmed and entered are binding on the members, 
officers and contributors, and their representatives, all of whom are 
deemed to have full notice thereof {n). 

The entry of such rules or the transcript deposited with the cleric 
of the peace or an examined copy of the transcript is evidence of 
the rules (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2 . — Alteration of Mules. 

697. The first step to be taken in altering the rules of an unincor- 
porated society is for a requisition to be made by seven or more 
members of the society requiring a general meeting of the society 
to be called for the purpose. 

Thereupon a written or printed notice, signed by the president or 
other principal officer or by the clerk of the society, convening 
such general meeting must (p) be issued and publicly read with 
the requisition at the two usual meetings of the society next before 
the meeting convened by the notice. The alteration may be made 
at the general meeting thus convened, and must be carried by a 
three-fourths majority of the members present (q). 


(i) BuildiDg Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 47), s. 12, which also pro- 
hibits balloting for advances in the case of societies established after the 
passing of the Act. 

(y) Building Societies Act, 1886 (6 & 7 Will, 4, c. 32), s, 1. 

m Ibid.. 8. 3. 

(Z) Now the Registrar (Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42) ), s. 7. 

(m) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 7. 

(«) Ibid.j s. 8. 

(o) Ibid, To make a copy evidence, all the rules must be examined (R. v. 
Moynes (1843), 1 Cai*. & Ear. 65). As to the transcript, see p. 828, a}ite. 

(p) M. V. Aldham and United Parishes Im^iranee Society (1851), 21 L. J* 
(q. b.) 1, disapproving R. v. Bannatyne (1851), 2 L. M. & P. 213. 

(j) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Gfeo. 4, o. 56), s. 9. 
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As an alternative, alterations may be made by a committee of 
members chosen for the purpose at a meeting convened in manner 
above described. Three- fourths of the members of the committee 
must concur in each alteration (?*). 

698 . Two copies of the alterations agreed upon, signed by three 
members and countersigned by the clerk or secretary and accom- 
])anied by a statutory declaration (s) of the clerk or secretary or 
one of the officers of the society that the provisions of the Acts 
have been complied with must as soon as possible be submitted to 
the Registrar (a). 

The Registrar must consider, if required, in consultation with the 
clerk or secretaiy of 'the society, whether the alterations are cal- 
culated to carry into effect the intention of the framers and whether 
they are in conformity to law, and if he sees no objection to the 
suggested alterations he must indorse a certificate on each of the 
copies to the effect that the rules are in conformity to law^ (h). One 
of the certified copies is returned to the society, and the other 
retained by the Registrar (c). The alterations become binding on 
the members and officers of the society and other persons interested 
therein on the date on which they are certified by the Registrar {d). 

If the Registrar considers the alterations improper, he must point 
out which part or parts are repugnant to law (e). The society may 
then submit the alterations with the Registrar’s objections to a 
court of quarter sessions ; and the justices may, if they think fit, 
confirm the alterations notwithstanding the Registrar’s objection (/). 

The same principles with regard to what alterations of rules are 
permissible apply in the case of an unincorporated as in the case of 
an incorporated society {g). 


Part V. — Officers of a Society. 

Sect. 1. — Incorpoi'ated Society. 

Sub-Sect. 1 . — Officers generally, 

699 . The business of a building society is managed through its 
officers, who must, in order to permit of proper compliance with the 
provisions of the Building Societies Acts, include aboard of directors 
or committee of management, a secretary or manager, and at least 


{r) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo, 4, c. 56), s. 9. 

(s) For form, see Encyclopsedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 34. 

(a) Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 4. 

(b) Ihid, The fee of one guinea is payable for the certificate of alteration, 
unless a foo has been paid upon an alteration of the rules within three years, or 
there is sent with the new or altered rules an affidavit that they are oc^ies pf 
ruled already enrolled under the Acts [ibid,^ e. 6). 

(c) Ibid., s.'4, 

0) Ihid. 

(tf) Ihid, „ 

(/) lyiendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 66), ss. 6, 10. 

See p. 333raf»^ 
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two auditors. Other officers very commonly appointed are a treasurer, Sbdt. i. 
a surveyor, and a solicitor (A). A solicitor does not, however, become Incor^ 
an officer merely because he is appointed solicitor to the society, and porated 
priind faqie is not an officer (i). Society. 

An infant is not competent to hold any office in a society (/c), and infanUand 
it seems doubtful whether a corporation can be an officer (Z). corporations. 


All officers are bound by the rules, and are taken to have full 
notice thereof (m). 

700. The rules must set forth the manner of appointing, Appointment 
remunerating, and removing the board of directors or committee of etc. of officers, 
management, auditors, and other officers (?t), and the powers and 

duties of the, board of directors or committee .of management and 
other officers (o). 

701. Every officer of a society having the receipt or charge of Giving of 
any money belonging to the society must, before entering on his security, 
office, enter into a bond (p) with at least one surety, or give the 
security of a guarantee society or other security, in such sums as 

the society requires, to secure the rendering of a true account of 
all money received. and paid by him on account of the society and 
the payment of all sums due from him to the society whenever the 
rules appoint or the society requires him to do so (f/). 

702. Every officer, his executors or administrators, must upon Duty to 
demand made or notice in writing given or left at his last or usual 
place of business — (1) give in his account, as may be required by 

the board of directors or committee of management, to be examined 


{h) The two latter are enumerated as officers in s. 23 of the Building Societies 
Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 47). 

(i) Be Liberator Permavent Benefit Building Society (1894), 71 L. T. 406, per 
Gave and Collins, JJ., at pp. 407, 408. As to the circumstances in which a 
solicitor may bo held to be an officer within s. 10 of the Companies (Windings 
up) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 63), see ibid. Presumably the position of a 
surveyor is similar. It is apprehended that trustees appointed for the purpose 
of investments of surplus funds in the public funds or upon security of copy- 
hold or customary estate (as to which see Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 3S 
Viet. c. 42), SB. 25, 28 ; and pp. 365, 378, post) are not j^rimd facie and as such 
trustees officers of the society. 

(k) BuildiM Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 38. 

(Z) See Be Weat of England and Sautk Wales District Bank, Ex parte Swansea 
Friendly Society (1879), 11 Ch. D. 768, decided on the provisions of the Friendly 
Societies Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 60), s. 16 (7). 

{m) Builffing Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 21. 

(») Jbid,t s. 16 (6). Appointments must be made honestly, and an agree- 
ment by a person, in consideration of his appointment, to pay money to the 
person whose duty it is to appoint is corrupt and unenforce^le {Starr v. Wall 
(1889), 6 T. L. It. 108). Care should be taken that the rules are strictly 
complied with. See Boberta v. Price (1847), 4 0. B. 231. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot c. 42), s. 16 fl2). “ 

Ip) For the form, see ibid., Schedule ; Enc^clopse&a of Forms, Vol. III., 
^•68. It is conditioned, not only for rendering accounts of payments and 
receipts and payment of all moneys in his hands, but also for assignment 
and toansfer or delivery of all seourities and effects, books, papers, and property 
of the society in his hands or custody. For such bonds generally, see title 
GtJARANTBB. • 

(}) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 (k 38 Viet, c, 42), s. 23. 
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and allowed or disallowed by them ; (2) pay over all the moneya 
remaining in his hands, and deliver all securities and effects, books, 
papers, and property of the society in his hands or custody, to such 
person as the society may appoint (r). 

In the event of any neglect or refusal by an officer to perform 
these obligations, the society may either sue upon the bond which 
the officer has entered into (s), or apply to the county court (t) 
of the district in which the chief office or place of meeting of the 
society is situate (u). Upon such an application the court may 
proceed in a summary way and make such order as it thinks just ; 
and an order so made is not subject to any appeal (w). Such an 
application, whether any bond bo put in suit or not, must be by 
action, commenced by plaint and summons in the ordinary way, in 
which the society are plaintiffs and the officer against whom the 
application is made is defendant {x). 


Criminal pro- 703. Any person (a) who by false representation or imposi- 
tion obtains possession of any moneys, securities, books, papers, 
tiou. or other effects of a society, or, having the same in his posses- 

sion, withholds or misapplies the same, or wilfully applies any 
part thei^of to purposes other than those expressed or directed in 
the rules and authorised by the Building Societies Act, 1874, is 
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 4J20, 
with costs not exceeding twenty shillings, and to be ordered 
to deliver up to the society all such moneys, securities, books, 
papers, and other effects, and to repay the amount of money applied 
improperly (6). In default of payment of such penalty and costs, 
or of such delivery of effects, or of such repayment, he may be 


(r) Ihid.^ 8, 24. When an officer whom the society alleged to have been dis- 
missed was required to account and to deliver up all books and other property 
of the society in his hands, it was held immaterial whether he had been legally 
dismissed or not [First Edinburgh and Leith 4\bth Starr Bowhett Building Society 
▼. Munro (1883), 11 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 5). 

(a) See J). 337, ante. 

(t) 7.e., in England. As to this, and as to the appropriate courts in Scotland 
and Ireland, see Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 <fc 38 Yict. c. 42), s. 4. 

(u) Ihid., R. 24. Independently of these provisions the society can sue its 
officers in the High Court, claiming, e.g., an account of moneys misappropriated 
or retained, payment, and damages for breach of trust (Municipal Permanent 
Investment Puildimg Society v, Michards (1888), 39 Ch. D. 372, 0. A.). Such a claim, 
even where the officers are members of the society, is not a “ dispute ” between 
the society and a member thereof ‘rin his capacity of a member” within s. 2 
of the Building Societies Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 41), and need not be 
referred to arbitration under a rule requiring disputes between the society 
and any member thereof to ho referred to arbitration (Municipal Permanent 
JnveBimmt Building Society v. Jiicharda, supra ) ; see pp. 387, 388, poet, 

(w) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 24; and see 
Edinburgh a/m Leith ^\bth Starr^Boivkett Buikling Society v. Munro, supra, 

(ac) County Court Rules, 1903, 0^. 41, r. 7. Particulars must he filed 
stating, when the bond is not in suit, the nature of the thing required to be 
done, or the neglect complained of, or the property required to be given up 
(ittd!., rr, 8%-l6) ; otherwise the general practice applies (iUd,, Old. 50, r. 36). 
See title Cammr Courts. 

(a) Including, of course, officers whose position qjjviously provides special 
opportunities for fraud. 

% Building Socicfties Act» 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. c, 42), s. 31. 
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imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time not exceeding 
three months (c). These provisions, however, do not prevent any 
such person from being proceeded against by indictment if a con- 
viction has not previously been obtained against him for the same 
offence under the Building Societies Act, 1874 (d). 

Proceedings under these provisions may be taken by or at the 
instance of (1) the society, or (2) any member authorised by the 
society, or by its board of directors or committee of management, 
or by the Kegistrar, or (3) the Kegistrar (e). 

704. No officer may, in addition to the remuneration allowed 
by the rules, receive from any other person any gift, bonus, com- 
mission, or benefit, for or in connection with’ any loan made by 
the society (/). Any person pying or accepting any such gift, 
bonus, commission, or benefit is liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding ^1*50, and in default of payment may be 
imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any time not 
exceeding six months ; and the person accepting any such gift, 
bonus, commission, or benefit must, at the direction of the court 
by whom he is convicted, pay over to the society the amount or 
value thereof, and in default of such payment may be imprisoned, 
with or without hard labour, for any time not exceeding six 
months (g), 

A purchase by an officer of property sold by the society as mort- 
gagees under a power of sale will bo declared void as against the 
mortgagor, even though the sale is by auction and there is no 
evidence that it was at an undervalue (h). 

705. If any society neglects or refuses to give any notice, 
send any return or document; or do or allow to be done anything 
required by the Building Societies Acts, or to do any act or furnish 
any information required for the purposes of those Acts by the 


(c) Building Societies Act, 1674 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42j, s. 31 Such an order 
for repayment, followed by imprisonment in default, is a bar to an action 
brought by the society for recovery of the same moneys. See Vemon v. Watson^ 
[1891 J 2 B. 288, 0. A., per Lord IlALsnuiiy, L.O., at p. 290 (a decision upon 
an almost identical provision in the Friendly Societies Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viot. 
c. 60), 8. 16 (9)V 

{d) 37 & 38 Yict. c. 42, s. 31. If any arrangement is made with a defaulting 
officer, care should bo taken to avoid anything which might bo an agreement 
to stifle a prosecution. See Jcnies v. Merioiiethshvre Permanent Benefit Building 
Bocidy, [1892] 1 Ch. 173, 0. A. 

(c) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Yict. c. 47), s. 18. 

(/) Ihid,, s. 23. 

Ig) Ibid, Even apart from this statutory provision, the society may enforce 
payment to itself of bonuses so received {Municipal Permanent Investment 
Building Society v, Richards, [1889] W. N. 103 ) ; but it is conceived, on the 
analogy of the decision in Vernon v. Watson, siipra, that an order under s. 23 
for payment over, followed by imprisonment in default, would be a bar to 
such an action. It should be observed, however, that the reasoning of Lord 
Hai^SBURY, L.C., in Vernon v. Watson, supra, at p. 290, founcUd upon the 
saving of the right to indict, is not liere applicable. An officer may also be 
liable to indictment under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1906 (6 Edw^ 7, 
c* 34) ; see title Criminal Law and Procedurr, 

(A) Martinson v, Clowes (1882), 21 Oh, D. 857, 
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Begistrar or by an inspector (i), every officer bound by the rules 
to fulfil the duty of which a breach has been committed, and if 
there is no such officer, then every member of the committee of 
management or board of directors, unless it appears that he was 
ignorant of, or attempted to prevent the breach (j), is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £20 for each offence, 
and, in the case of a continuing offence, to an additional fine not 
exceeding £5 a week during the continuance of the offence (/c). 

706 . Any person who wilfully makes, orders, or allows to be 
made any false statement in any document required by the Building 
Societies Acts to be sent to the Registrar, or by erasure, omission, 
or otherwise wilfully falsifies any such document, is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £50 (1). 

707. Upon the hearing of any charge involving the infliction of 
fine or imprisonment on summary conviction under the Building 
Societies Act, 1894, the defendant and his wife are admissible as 
competent witnesses (m). 

708 . When a bill or note is drawn or accepted by an officer on 
behalf of the society, he will he personally responsible, unless 
he uses clear and explicit words to show that this is not the 
intention (n) ; but the giving of a promissory note on which the 
mrectors and not the society are liable does not affect the liability 
of the society for money which has, in fact, been lent to, or 
deposited with, it (o). 


(i) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 21. As to inspectors, 
see p. 390, post. 

(j) Ibid. 

(Jc) Ibid. It may be here remarked that, where liability is incurred to the 
pen^ties imposed in the case of a society commencing business without a 
corliheate of incorporation, or making default in inserting in any deposit book, 
or acknowledgment, or security for loan certain matters required to be inserted, 
the persons incurring such liability will naturally, in the great majority of 
cases, be the officers, or some of them. See Building Societies Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 43, amended by Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 58 
Viet. 0 . 47), 8. 28, and Sched. II. ; and p. 327, ante, p. 374, post. 

(1) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 22. 

(th) Ibid., 8. 24. 

(n) Price V. Taylor (1860), 6 H. & N. 540, per Maetin, B., andBRAMWELL, B., 
at p. 645 ; Allan v. Miller (1870), 22 L. T. 825, per Ohannell, B., at p. 827. 
The mere circumstance of his adding “ secretaiy,” “ director,” or other descrip- 
tion of his official position, to his name will not relieve him of personal 
UabUity {Bottomley v. Fisher (1862), I H. & 0. 211, per Beamwell, B., at p. 
21 < ; Allan v. Miller, supra^ ; nor will the circumstance that the promise is to 
pay money as “value received for the society” (ibid.). For the general rule 
m esase of agents, see titles Agency, Vol. I., p. 221 ; Biiis of Exchange etc.. 
VoL H., p. 496. 

(o) Heath v. Kidsgram Permanent Building Society (1887), 82 L. T. Jo. ,449 

ow). See also Chapdeo v. Brunswick Building Society (1881), 
6 Q. B* 696, 0, A„ where the society apj^rs to have escaped Babuity only 
beoanse its borrowing powers had been euausted when the loan was made. 
Both these as also Price y, Takhir, supra, Allan v, MiUer,, and 

Bottotnjey y. FMsr, supra, were deoisionB relating tq unincorporated sooietieB, 
mt it is conowred that they apply equally to incorporated ones. See Lindley, 
Oompahy Law, 6th ed. p. 281. . ^ 
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•rod. The general (p) powers and duties of the board of directors 
or cominittee of management (a) of building societies seem to be 
regulated by the same principles as those of the directors of limited 
companies (6). Their position is not the same as that of ordinary 
trustees, and, in particular, they ma}^ in the exercise of their dis- 
cretion, properly make advances upon securities of a speculative 
nature forbidden to ordinary trustees (c). , And, so long as they act 
honestly and within their powers, they will not be liable for any 
loss, even though caused by an error of judgment on their part (d). 
If the rules declare that when the directors or managers exercise 
certain powers the minutes signed by the directors or managers 
concurring shall be sufficient authority for such exercise, omission 
to sign will not invalidate an exercise of the powers otherwise duly 
authorised (c). If, however, the directors or managers exceed their 
powers by doing acts which are neither authorised by the rules (/), 
nor for which there is such a potential necessity as to confer an 
implied power ((/), such acts will not be binding on the society, 
though the directors or managers may incur personal liability. 

They will be personally liable to the society for any loss caused 
to it by their ultra vires acts (h), and may be liable to third parties 
in damages for breach of a warranty of authority (i). 

An indemnity given to the directors or managers by the rules 
does not extend to acts which are ultra vires and beyond the powers 
which the society itself could confer upon them (/c). 
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[р) As to special statutory provisions relating thereto, see p. 342, post. 

(a) This alternative description is used throughout the Building Societies 
Acts, except in s. 13 (3) of the Bnildiiig Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47). 
It is conceived that the only difference between a board of directors and a 
committee of management is that of name. 

(&) Sheffield and South Yorkshire Permanent Building Society v. Aizlewood 
(1889), 44 Ch. D. 412, per Stirling, J., at p. 453. As to what are the powers 
and duties of directors of limited companies, see title Companiks, 

U) Ibid,, per Stirling, J., at pp. 454, 459. 

\d) Cullerne v. London and Suburban General Permanent Building Society 
(1890), 25 Q. B. D. 485, 0. A. 

(с) Priestley v. llopvwod (1864), 12 W. R. 1031. 

(/) Portsea Island Building Society v. Barclay, [1895] 2 Ch. 298, C. A.; 
Chapleo v. Brunswick Building Society (1881), 6 Q. B. 1). 696, C. A. 

(^r) Small V. Smith (1884], 10 App. Oas. 119, where a guarantee of a prior 
moi-tgage debt in consideration of the piior mortgagee forbearing to exercise 
his power of sale was held ultra vires^ though the society was not forbidden by 
its rules to lend on equity of redemption. * 

(h) E,g,, if they make advances to members on the security of their shares, 
though not if they merely authorise such advances (Cullerne v. London and 
Suburban General Permanent Building Society, 8upra\ or if they remit fines 
imposed on members by the rules (Re Ilfracombe Permanent Mutual Benefit 
Building Society, [1901] 1 Ch. 102, per Wright, J., at p. 110). 

(t) Richardson v. wdlia'fnson (1871), L. B. 6 Q. B. 276; Ghapho v. Brunswick 
"BiMing Society, where a secretary embeazled money which he was 

authorised by the directors to receive on loan in excess of the l)orr()wing powers 
of the society. As to circumstances in which directors may be held to be 
pledging their personal credit, see Re National Permanent Benefit Building 
Society, Ex parte Williamson (1869), 5 Oh. App, 309, per Giffard, L.J., at p. 312. 

(k) Cullerne v, London anii Suburban Gem^'Ol Permanent Building Society, 
supra, per Lutdlby, L. J., at p. 488, 



842 


Building SocnffriBS. 


Bwrt. 1. 


Incor> 

porated 

Socie^. 


Statutory 
powers and 
duties. 


Statutory 

liabilities. 


Duties of 
secretary. 


«0. The board of direetors or committee of management haVG 
certain special statutory powers, duties, and liabilities. They 
may require certain accounts of officers to be given in to be 
examined and allowed or disallowed by them (Z) ; they may appoint 
and remove trustees for the purpose of certain investments (tn) ; on 
the death intestate of a member or depositor wlio has not more 
than J£50 in the funds of the society they may, on certain conditions, 
decide to whom the amount due may be paid without letters of 
administration being taken out ( 91 ) ; they may order the sealing of 
the statutory receipt indorsed upon or annexed to a mortgage or 
further charge ( 0 ) ; and they may authorise certain proceedings to 
be taken against persons guilty of fraud (p); and three of their 
number, together with the sccietary or other officer, must sign the 
application for a direction to transfer stock standing in the names 
of trustees for the society (g). 

711. If the societ}^ receives loans or deposits in excess of its 
borrowing powers, the whole of tlje directors or committee 
of management when such loans or deposits wore received 
will be liable for the amount so received in excess (?’), even though 
they were, through the secretary’s fraud, unaware that the 
limit of borrowing powers had been reached («). The directors 
authorising an advance on second mortgage, where the society is 
not first mortgagee, are jointly and severally liable for any loss on 
the advance occasioned to the society (t). If the society contravenes 
the provisions forbidding it to use any name or title other than its 
registered name, or to accept any deposit except on certain terms 
as to repayment or withdrawal (a), every director or member of the 
committee of management who is a party to the contravention will 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £10 and 
in case of a continuing offence an additional fine not exceeding £10 
per week during the continuance of the offence (/>). 

Sub-Sect. 3 . — The Secretary, 

712. The following are some of the special powers and duties of the 
secretary (c). He must give notice of every change of the chief office 


(Q Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 24 ; and see p. 337, ante, 

fm) Jhid,^ 8. 26 ; and see p. 378, post, 

(n) Ibid.y B. 29 ; and seep. 353, fost, 

(0) Ibid,, B. 42, Schedule ; and see p. 371, fost, 

ip) Building Societies Act, 1894 [oi & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 18 ; and see p. 338, ante, 

(q) Building Societies Act, 1874(37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s. 26 ; and see p. 380, post, 

(r) Ibid,, 8 . 43. As to the limits of a society ’b borrowing powers, see 
pp. 373, et Beq,f post. 

(fi) Oross ▼. Fisher, [1892] 1 Q. B. 467. 

(*) Bufiding Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 13 ; and see p. 364, post. 
The ' section does not mention a committee of management, but it is conceived 
that this omission would not be held to confer any exemption on such a 
committee, Be% note (a), p. 341, ante, 

(o) See p. 374, post, 

(5) Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 47 ), b. 16. For the con* 
sequences of neglect or refusal to give any notice etc. required by Building 
Sodeties Acts, see ibid,, s. 21 ; and pp. 339, 340, ante. 

(6) See as to duties oi officers generally, p. 337, ante* 
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of the society to the Eegistrar within seven days after such change ((i), 
and must sign the request to cancel the registry of the society («). Incor- 
He or the manager must countersign fche statutory receipt indorsed porated 

upon or annexed to a mortgage or further charge (/). He or some Society, 

other officer may make a printed copy of the rules evidence by * 

certifying it to be a true copy of the registered rules (g), must 
prepare and countersign the annual account and statement of the 
society (h), and must sign the statutory declaration accompanying 
an application for a direction to transfer stock (i). His signature, 
together with those of three members of the society, must be attached 
to the application for a certificate of incorporation (/c), to the two 
printed copies of the rules accompanying suph applicntion (7), to 
an application to register a partial or complete alteration of rules (vi), 
to a notice of change of name (n), and to a notice of termination 
of dissolution when the dissolution is not by instrument (o) ; and 
his signature, together with those of three members of the board of 
directors or committee of management, must be attached to an 
application for a direction to transfer stock (p), 

713. Even without having been formally appointed agent of Flow far 
the society, he may become its general agent, so as to bind it, 

with regard to certain matters arising in the ordinary course of 
its business (q). If he employs a private clerk to assist him, he 
will be responsible to the society for the acts of the clerk, notwith- 
standing that the society knew and approved of such employment (r). 

The secretary may also be the general agent of the directors to For directors 
do acts ultra vires the society (s). 

Sxtb-Sect. 4. — Auditors, 

714. Notwithstanding anything in the rules, one at least of the One auditor 
auditors must be a person who publicly carries on the business of accountant, 
an accountant (a). 

(c?) Building Societies Act, 1877 (40 41 Viet. c. 63), p. 2 ; Building Society 

Bogulations, i895, r. 13, and Form Al. 

(e) Ibid,, r. 8, and Form G. 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 42 ; and see p. 371, 
post. 

{a) Ihid,^ s. 20 ; and see p. 331, ante, 

Ui) rhi(L, B, 40 ; and see p. 389, 

(t) Building Society Regulations, 180, >, r. HJ, and Form R ; and see p. 380, 
post. 

(k) Ibid., r. 2, and Form 0. 

7) Ibid.; Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), a. 17. 

(m) Ibid,, 8. 18 ; Building Society Regulations, 189J, rr. 4, 5, and Forms D 
and F. 

(w) Ibid., T. 15, and Form 0. 

(o) Ibid,, r. 28 ; nnd see p. 394, post. 

Ip) Ibid.,T. IG, and Form Q; Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 Sc 38 Viet, 
c. 42), s. 26 ; and see p. 380, post. 

{q) Allard v. Bourne (1863), 15 C. B, (n. s.) 468 (repairs to property mort- 
gaged to the society) ; Cross v. Fisher, [1892J 1 Q, B. 467, 0. A., per Lord 
HalsburY, L.O., at p. 475 (receipt of money on deposit which h^enibezzled). 

(r) Re Mutual Aid Permanent Benefit Building Society^ Mx parte James (1883), 

48 J . P. 54. , 

(a) Cross v. Fisher, supra. 

(a) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c- 47), s. 3. 
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The rules must provide for an annual or more frequent audit of 
the accounts and inspection by the auditors of the mortgages and 
other securities belonging to the society (6). 

The annual account and statement of the society must be attested 
by the auditors, to whom the mortgage deeds and other securities 
belonging to the society must be produced (c). In attesting such 
annual account or statement, each auditor must either certify that 
it is correct, duly vouched, and in accordance with law, or specially 
report to the society in what respect he finds it incorrect, unvouched, 
or not in accordance with law (d). He must also certify that he has 
at that audit actually inspected the mortgage deeds and other 
securities belonging to the society, and state the number of 
properties with respect to which deeds have been produced to and 
actually inspected by him (e). 

Sect. 2. — Unincorporated Society. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Officers QeneraJly. 

715. The management of an unincorporated building society is 
usually vested in a committee of management, sometimes called the 
board of directors (/), and a secretary. In addition to any other 
officers, there must be a treasurer or trustee or trustees in whom 
the property of the society is vested (g). 

The application of the general principles regulating the powers, 
duties, and liabilities of officers appears to be the same whether the 
society is or is not incorporated. The special statutory provisions, 
however, which govern unincorporated societies differ considerably 
in many respects from those which apply when the society is 
an incorporated one. 

716. The society may at any meeting, or by its committee, elect 
any person to be steward, president, warden, treasurer, or trustee, 
and may also elect and appoint such clerks and other officers as 
may be deemed necessary for the execution of the purposes of the 
society for such space of time and for such purposes as the rules 
direct (h). 

717. All officers are bound by the rules, of which they are 
deemed to have full notice (t). 

Tlje rules must contain provisions with respect to the powers 
and duties of the members at large and of the committees or 


(5) Building Societies Act, 1874 (;]7 & 88 Viet. c. 42), s. 16 (8). As to 
the account, see further p. 889, 

(c) Ibid., s. 40. 

(d) Building Societies Act. 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), e. 2 (2). For 
forms of certificate and special report, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. 111., 
p* 1^8. 

(tf) Building Societies Act, 1891 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 2 (2). 

?/) See p. 847, 

(^) Friendlj; Societies Act, 1829 (10 Gleo. 4, c. 56), s. 21 ; and see p. 347, 
post. 

(A) Ibid., e. 11. The auditors who attest the ani^ual statement must be 
memb<sirs of the society (ibid., s. 33). 

(f) Ihid.^ e. 84 
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offlcerfl (ft). Where, however, the rules that certain for- 

malities shall be sufficient authority for the execution of powers, 
the omission to observe such formalities will not necessarily invali- 
date the jBxercise of such powers (Z). 

718. Every officer who is in any way concerned with the receipt, 
management, or expenditure of any of the society's money must, 
if required by the rules, before taking upon himself the execution 
of his office, enter into a bond in a statutory form with two 
sureties, in such sum as the society may think fit, conditioned for 
the just and faithful execution of his office, the rendering of 
accounts, and paying obedience to the society Such bond is 
to be given to the Kegistrar (n), and in case of forfeiture the society 
may sue upon it in his name on giving him full indemnity against 
costs (o). 

719. Every person having or receiving any of the moneys, 
effects, or funds of the society, or intrusted with the disposal, 
management, or custody thereof, or of any securities, books, papers, 
or property relating to the same, his executors, administrators, and 
assigns, is under obligations as to the rendering of accounts, pay- 
ment over of moneys, and delivery of securities etc. identical in 
effect with those imposed on officers of incorporated societies (p). 
In case of any neglect or refusal to perform any of such obligations, 
the society may proceed by petition and obtain a summary order 
which will bo final and conclusive (q). 

720. No officer is liable to make good any deficiency that fnay 
arise in the society's funds unless he has made a written declaration, 
deposited and registered in like manner with the rules, that he is 
willing so to be answerable ; and he may limit his responsibility to 


(fc) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 56), s. 10. As to the powers of 
committees, see p. 347, post. As to certain special statutory powers and duties 
of officers, see Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c, 32), s. 5 (indorsing 
of receipt on mortgage) ; Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 9, and 
It. V. Aldham and United Parishes Insurance Society (1851), 2i L. J. (q. b.) 1 
(signing of certain notices of general meetings); Friendly Moieties Act, 1829 
(10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 10 (notice of removal of place of meeting); ibid., s. 12 
(entries of powers of special committees); V6?d., s. 24 (payments on death 
intestate of members) ; ihid.^ s. 33, Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, 
c. 42), 8. 40, and Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 25 (annual 
audit and statement). As to the remuneration of officers, see Alexand^ v. 
Worman (1860), 6 II. & N. 100, per Pollock, C.B., Maetin, B., and 
Channell, B., at p. 113. 

{1) Priestley v. Hop wood (1864), 12 W. 11. 1031. See also Grimes v. Harrison 
(1859), 26 Beav. 435. 

(tw) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 56), s. 12 and Schedule. For 
form of bond, see Encyclopaedia of Forme, Vol. III., p. 69. 

{n) Originally to the clerk of the peace for the time being, but it is appre- 
hended that, having regard to the Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. 
0 . 42), B. 7, the above stotement is correct. The use of the statutory form is not 
eompulsoiT, and it is more convenient to have the bond given in favour of the 
trustees of the society or to take the security of a guarantee society^ 

(o) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 11, 

(p) Ibid,, B. 14; Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 &, 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 24. 

(g) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4» c. 66), a. 14; and see He Briton 
friendly Society (1852), 1 W. B. 50. 
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6ttov.2. any sum specified in such declaration (r). He is, however, per- 
Unincor- sonally responsible and liable for all moneys actually received by 
porated Jnni on account of or for the society (s). But where an ofiScer holds 

Society, money as bailee for the society this last provision does not increase 

his responsibility beyond that of a bailee ; e.g., he will not be liable 
for moneys of which without negligence he has been robbed 
immediately after the receipt thereof (t). 

Nor will trustees, who have signed cheques, acting ministerially 
and simply under the direction of the directors, be liable for loss 
incurred through the misapplication by the directors of the moneys 
BO obtained (a). 

Criminal 721. Any person. wlio by any false representation or imposi- 

proceedings fjon fraudulently obtains possession of any part of the moneys of 
the society, or who fraudulently withholds any money belonging to 
the society which he has in his possession, may, if no special pro- 
vision for such offence is made in the rules (b), be summoned before 
two justices of the peace residing within the county within which 
the society is held. Such justices must determine the complaint 
according to the rules of the society, and on conviction may award 
double the amount of the money fraudulently obtained or withheld 
to be paid to the treasurer for the purposes of tlie society, together 
with costs not exceeding ten shillings. If the sum awarded is not 
duly paid it may be levied by distress, and in default of distress the 
offender may be imprisoned with hard labour for not more than 
three months. These provisions do not prevent the society from 
proceeding by indictment or complaint, save that no person may 
be proceeded against by indictment or complaint if a previous con- 
viction has been obtained for the same offence under the provisions 
of the Act (c). 

Liabilities on 722. Any trustee or other officer or person aiding or abetting 
dissolution. Jn ^ division or misappropriation of the funds of the society on a 
dissolution without the requisite consent, is liable to the like 
penalties as in cases of fraud (ri). 

Effect of 723. If any officer intrusted with the keeping of the accounts, 

death, bank- or having in his liands or possession by virtue of his office any 
ruptcy etc. moneys or effects belonging to the society, or any deeds or securities 
relating to the same, dies, or has any execution issued against his 
property or makes any assignment for the benefit of his creditors (e), 

fr) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. d, c. 60), s. 22. 

(al Ibid. ; and see also ibid., s. 3, as to penalties for misapplication of the 
funds. 

(«) Walker v. British Quaraniee Associatioyi (1852), 21 L. J. (q. b.) 257. See 
further, title B augment, Vol. L, p. 514. 

(a) Grimss v. Harrison (1859), 26 Beav. 435, per EoMiLLY, M.R., at p. 447. 
(5) See Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 3. 

(e) Ibid., 6. 25. It is apprehended that if an offendor had been imprisoned on 
non-payment of the sum awanled, and in default of distress, the society could 
not afterwards sue him for the sum fraudulently obtained or withheld. See 
Vernon v. Watson, [1891] 2 Q. B. 288; and p, 339, ante. 

(d) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 26. 

(«) Originally also if he became a bankrupt, but the priority in that event 
has long been abolished as regards building societies, though it still exists 
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the society may demand and receive its prdtiisfy, and has priority 
over other creditors for all sums of money due from him by virtue 
of his office (/). 


Stjb-Sect. 2. — The Committee and the TrecLsurer or Trustees, 


SlECT. 2. 

Unincor- 

porated 

Society. 


724 . The society may elect any number of its members, such Powers of 
number to be declared in the rules, to be a committee, and may committee, 
delegate to such committee all or any of its powers. In the case 
of a committee acting for general purposes, its powers must be 
declared in the rules. When a committee is appointed for any 
particular purpose its powers must be reduced into writing and 
entered in a book by the secretary or clerk of the society, and a 
majority of its members must always concur iti its acts. A com- 
mittee must, in all things delegated to it, act for and in the name 
of the society ; and all its acts within its powers have force and 
effect as the acts of the society. The transactions of a committee 
must be entered in a book belonging to the society, and are sub- 
ject to the review, allowance or disallowance, and control of the 
society (/7). 

726 . The society’s power to lay out or invest surplus funds is investments 
exercisable by the treasurer or trustee for the time being, with the m name of 
consent of the society testified in accordance witli the rules. All 
securities and investments so taken or made are to be in his name, 
and he has power, with the consent of the society, to alter, transfer, 
or sell the same. He must account for all dividends, interest, and 
proceeds arising from funds so laid out or invested (h). 


726 . All property of the society, real or personal, is vested in Vesting of 
the treasurer or trustee for the time being (i). Upon the death or property in 
removal of any treasurer or trustee all such property vests in the truatee^for' 
succeeding treasurer or trustee (/c), or where there is a continuing time being, 
treasurer or trustee in him jointly with the succeeding treasurer or 


in favour of friendly societies: see Be Barrel/, Ex parte Bailey (1854), 5 
De G. M. & G. 380, and Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (4C & 47 Viet. o. 52\ s. 40 (4) ; 
Preferential Payments in Bankruptcy Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 62), s. 2 ; and 
title Bankruptcy and Insolvency, Vol. 11., pp. 215, 216. Re Williams 
(1887), 36 Ch. D. 673, appears to be a decision in favour of its survival in the 
case of the insolvent estate of a doceased oflRcer being administered in the 
Chancery Diyi^iou; but since Re Maggi (1882), 20 Ch. D. 545. the case on 
which the decision in Re Williams, supra, was based, has been disapproved in 
Re Whitaker, [1901] 1 Ch. 9, C. A., it is apprehended that Re Williams, supra, 
can on this point no longer be regarded as of any authority. 

(/) Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), a. 12. The section 
has been held to apply even though the officer at tho time of his death had no 
money of the society in his hands because he had spent it all {Moors v. Marriott 
(1878;, 7 Oh. D, 643) ; and the society will not lose its priority through not 
having used due diligence in examining the officer’s accounts {ibid,). See 
further, as to this priority, titles Executors and Administrators ; Friendly 
Societies * 

(g) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 12. 

{h) Ibid,, s. 13. 

(i) Ibid., B. 21. 

(/e) But see Dewhurat Ya Clarkson (1854), 3 E. & B. 194, 217, as to the effect 
ol an appointment not in accordfmoe with the rulee* 
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trustee (Z), without any assignment or conveyance except the transfer 
of stocks and securities in the public funds of Great Britain and 
Ireland (m). Such property for the purpose of legal proceedings is 
to be deemed to be the property of the person who is treasurer or 
trustee for the time being (n). He may in his own name as 
treasurer or trustee bring or defend any action concerning such 
property provided he has been authorised by the society or com- 
mittee, and no action is to be discontinued by his death or removal, 
but may be continued by the succeeding treasurer or trustee in the 
name of the person commencing the same, with the same conse- 
quences as to costs as if it bad been commenced in his name (o). 

727. The High Court may appoint a person to assure property 
vested in a trustee of a society when such trustee is out of the juris- 
diction, or is idiot, lunatic, or of unsound mind, or when it is uncertain 
whether he is living or dead, or when he refuses to assure such 
property to the trustee duly nominated in his stead ; or may order 
a transfer of stock and payment of dividends when a trustee in 
whose name such stock is standing is absent or out of the juris- 
diction, or is bankrupt, insolvent, or lunatic, or when it is uncertain 
whether he is living or dead (p). 


Part VI. — Members. 

Skct. 1. — Memhership. 

Number of 728. No restrictions are placed on the membership of building 
members. societies either by the Building Societies Act, 1836 (q), or by the 
Building Societies Acts, 1874 to 1894 (r). Any three or more 
persons could up to 1874 have combined to form a building society 
under the Building Societies Act, 1836 (s), and may now establish 
an incorporated society (t). 

h- Neither for unincorporated societies nor for incorporated 

mem era ip. legislature formulated any definite test of member- 

ship. It would seem that, in the case of unincorporated societies, 


1) Walker v. Qiles (1848), 6 C. 13. 662, per Maule, J., at p. 692. 

7i) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 (leo. 4, c. 56), s. 21. 

^7i) Ihid.^ even though the mles provide for an aspigiunent, and no assign- 
ment has in fact been made [Morrison v. Qlover (1849), 4 Exch, 43oi. See 
also i2. V. Bedford (1869), 11 Cox, 0. C. 367. 

(o) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 21. 

(p) Ibid,, es. 16— 19,^, A petition presented under s. 16 should not he served 
on the trustee refusing to c-oiivey [Re Third Burnt-Tree Building Society, Ex 
parte Armstrong (1848), 16 Sim. 296); and no petition under these sections can 
he presented after the dissolution of the society [Re Eclipse Mutual Benefit 
Association [1854), 23 L. J. (CH.) 280). It is believed, however, that this 
procedure is now seldom, if ever, employed, recourse being usually had to the 
provisions of the Trustee Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 53). See title Tiiustebs. 

(q) 6 Will. 4, 0. 32. 

(r) 37 & 38 Viet. c. 42 ; 38 & 39 Viet. c. 9 ; 40 & 41 Viet. c. 63 : 47 & 48 Viet. 
0 . 41 j 67 Viet. c. 47. 

(s) 6*7 WiU. 4, 0 . 32. s. 1. 

(0 Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 4il), s. 13, But the number 
of lumbers luust be at least three [iUd., s. 17)« 
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it is competent for each society to prescribe by its rules what shall 
be considered primary, if not conclusive, evidence of membership, Mftii&er* 
and such rules will be enforced by the court (a). ilw* 

No formalities for joining a society are prescribed by any of the 
Acts. In unincorporated societies it would appear that the payment 
of a subscription to the society is sufficient to constitute anyone a 
member (b) ; and this seems true of incorporated societies also(c). 

But it depends on the rules of the society (d), which are binding 
on members, and on all persons claiming under them or under the 
rules (e). 

For the purpose of liquidation, the question whether a person is 
or is not a member must bo fixed as at the date of the liquidation 
and as if the society were a going concern ; and when it has once 
been established that a person has been a member of the society 
in liquidation, it lies with him to show that he has ceased to be a 
member (/). 

730. In the case of an incorporated society the rules must CeBsationof 
provide when membership is to cease (gf). Speaking generally, membership, 
membership both of incorporated and unincorporated societies comes 
to an end upon the complete performance of the contract between the 
member and the society (ft), upon the dissolution of the society (i), 
upon the termination of the society if a terminating society (ft), 
upon the discharge of all liabilities in the winding up of a society, 
upon withdrawal (1), upon forfeiture (m), or upon death (n). 

Although power to expel members is not expressly given in any Expulsion, 
of the Acts relating to building societies, it is impliedly given in 

(а) Such as signing the share-book (Dohinaon v. Hawks (1848), 16 Sim. 407 ; 

Ee St, George^ 8 Bmefit Building Society, Ex jmrte Foote (1858), 6 W. R. 766) ; or 
being appointed a director (tftiii,). It is probable that a similar view would be 
taken by the court in the case of ihcorporated societies. See Knox y. Shepherd 
(1860), 2 L. T. 351 ; Re Victoria Permanent Benefit Building, Investment, and 
Freehold Land Society, Empson's Case (1870), L, R. 9 Eq. 697. 

(б) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 will. 4, c. 32), s. 1. 

(c) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 13. 

\d) Re Bowling and Well^, [1895] 1 Ch. 663, C. A., per Lindley, L.J., at 
pp. 669, 670. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 21 ; Grimes y. Harrison 
(1869), 26 Beav. 436, per Romilly, M.R. , at p. 442 ; Re Bowling and Welhy, supra, 

(/) Hvine and Fullerton Property Investment and Building Society v. 

Cuthhertson (1905), 8 F.. (Ot. of Sees.) 1. See also Re West Riding of Yorkshire 
Permanent Building Society, Ex parte Pullman (1890), 45 Ch. D, 463. 

(g) Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s. 1. 

(/i) That is, in the case of an unadyanced member, by his paying all his 
suDSoriptionB, fines etc. and receiving his share of the funds ; in the case of an 
advanced member, by paying all his subscriptions (if any), fines etc. and 
having a reconveyance or a receipt indorsed on his mortgage deed (^e West 
Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society, Ex parte Ptdlman, supra), 

(t) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 26, incorporated in 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, a 82), by s. 4 ; Building Societies 
Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s. 32. 

(ft) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. o. 42), ss. 6, 32. 

(?) R/s Midmeshrough, Redcar, Salihum-by-the^Sea, and Cleveland District 
Permanent Benefit Building Society No, 2 (1886), 53 L. T. 203. As to withdrawal 
and the effeot of winding-up on withdrawing members, see pp, 3b8 et seg,,post, 

(m) See p. 362, post 

(n) As to the position of the representatives of deceased members, see 
RowH^ and Welhy, supret; Knox v, Sh^herd, supra; and p. 350, post, 
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the case of unincorporated societies, by the provision that if a 
member shall have been expelled, and the arbitrators or justices 
shall order him to be reinstated, they may, in default of reinstate- 
ment, award him a reasonable sum of money (o). In the case of 
incorporated societies such a power can, it is conceived, be exercised 
if the rules of the society so provide. 

731 . An infant may be admitted a member of an unincorporated 
society provided he obtain the consent of his parents, masters, or 
guardians (p), and will have the same powers, rights, and liabilities 
as an adult member. An infant may also be admitted into an incor- 
porated society if the rules of the society do not prohibit such 
admission (q), and this, it seems, without the necessity of obtaining 
any consent. He can give all necessary acquittances, but during 
minority cannot vote or hold any office in the society (r). 

782 . A married woman may be a member of a building society. 
All shares in any such society standing in the sole name of a married 
woman on January 1, 1883, or made to stand in the sole name of a 
married woman after that date, and the interest of a married woman 
in all shares in any such society so standing or made to stand in 
her name jointly with any person other than her husband, are to be 
deemed, until the contrary be shown, to be lier separate property (s). 

733 . Persons depositing money with a building society by way of 
loan (<), personal representatives of deceased members (a), and (for 
the purpose of winding up) past members (t), are not members ; 
but the rules of a society may admit the personal representatives 
of deceased members to all the privileges of the deceased members 
whom they represent, and if they avail themselves of this right 
they will be liable to all the incidents of membership (c). The 
trustee in bankruptcy of a member is not a member (d), 

734 . A corporation cannot be a member of an unincorporated 
society (e); but a corporation (at least if a limited liability com- 


(o) Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & o AVill. 4, o. 40), s. 8, incorporated in 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(p) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. oG), s. 32, incorporated in 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

Building Societies Act. 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 38. 

(r) Ibid. An infant member also can consent to the dissolution of a society 
(IknniBon'%. Jeffs, [1896] 1 Oh, 611), but cannot execute a mortgage in favour of 
the society {Nottingham PermaTient Benefit Building Society v. Thurstan, [1903] 
A. C. 6). See, generally, title Infants. 

(fl) Married Women's Property Act, 1882(45 & 46 Viet. c. 75), ss. 6 — 8. As to 
investments with husband’s money, see ibid., s. 10 ; and as to deciding questions 
of title between husband and wife, see ibid,, s. 17, and title Husband and Wife. 
(^) Jte Mutual Aid Permanent Benefit Building Society (1885), 30 Oh. D. 434, C. A. 
(a) Ee Bowling and Wei by, [1905] 1 Ch. 663, 0. A. 

{h) See pp. 396, 399, post, 

(c) Knox V. Shepherd (1860), 2 L. T. 351, An executor is not entitled on 
behalf of his testator’s estate to take shares in a building society {Thorns v. 
Tharnet £1893] 3 Ch. 196). As to his borrowing money from the society, see 
Cruik8ha7ik vk Puffin {IS12), L. E. 13 £q. 555; Thorne v. Thome, supra; and 
p. 363, post 

fd) Be Bowling and Wdhv, supra. 

(e) Ddbinson v. Hawks (1848), 12 Jur. 1037 ; Bristol and Clifton Ferrna^ 
*mt BmieJU Building Sodety v. Harhour (1886), 81 Jj. T, Jo. 171, 
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patiy) can be a member of an incorporated society (/), as also can i- 

a society registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies HMMker- 
Act, 1893 ig), unless the rules provide to the contrary. ddp. 

' Sect. 2. — Rights and Liabilities of Members. • 


736. Members in a permanent society are practically of two Classes of 
classes, “ advanced ” or “ borrowing ” and “ unadvanced or members. 

** investing.” The former comprise those who have received their 
shares in advance, and the latter those who for the time being have 
not received their shares in advance but stand to receive the 
amount of those shares hereafter or ultimately and in the end (h). 

An advanced member receives the present payment of a sum not Advanced 
exceeding the nominal value of his shares, and ‘gives a mortgage to member, 
secure certain periodical and other payments to the society (i). .In 
respect of such mortgage the member may sue and be sued as 
mortgagor (J). An advanced member may or may not (according 
to the rules of the particular society) be entitled to share in the 
profits and be liable for the losses ; but he will not be liable for 
losses in the absence of provision in the rules to that effect (/c), and 
is not made subject to such liability by reason only of his being 
entitled to share in profits (Z). 

An unadvanced member is one who, in consideration of paying his UnadvaDced 
subscriptions (and all other moneys due under the rules) at specified 
times until the total value of his shares has been paid, has then a 
claim on the assets of the society for the amount of his shares, 
subject to any losses incurred by the society, but with a right to 
participate in any profits. 

736. The status of the members of building societies in relation Status of 
to non-members is different according as the society is unincor- “embers, 
porated or incorporated. If the former, the society has no exist- 
ence apart from its members (m) ; if the latter, they are members 
of a corporation (/i), and then, for instance, creditors must look to 
the society, and not to the individual members {o). But societies, 


(/) Bristol and Clifton Permanent B&nejit Building Society v. Harbour (1886), 
81 L. T. Jo. 171. 

{g) 56 & 67 Viet. o. 39, 8. 38. See title Industrial, Provident and 
SIMILAR Societies. 

{li) Tosh V. North British Building Society fl886), 11 App. Oas. 489, per Lord 
Heuscuell, L.C., at p. 602. Aa to witiidrawing ” laemberB, see pp, 368 
etseq. 

(ij See p. 366, post In the case of those societies called “ Starr-Bowkett ” 
(wmoh have ceased to be established since the Act of 1894), the amount of each 
share is much smaller than the aiuount of the advance to which the member 
may become entitled in respect of it. 

(j) See p. 388, post. 

1%) See Brownlie v. Russdl (1883), 8 App. Gas. 236, per Lord Bramwell, at 
p. 260 ; Tosh v. North British Building Society y supra. Such a liability was 
unposed by the rules in Be Albion Mutual Permanent Benefit Building Society 
(1888), 43 Oh. D. 410, n. ; Re West Riding of Yorkshire Fermanent Benefit 
Building Society (1890), 43 Ch. D. 407. 

i l) Brownlie v. Russelly supra. § 

m) Re Kent Benefit Building Society (1861), 1 Brew. & Sm. 4J7. 
n) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), b. 9. 

^ Re She^d and SJuth Yorluhire Permanent BtiUding Society (1889), 22 
U. B, B. 470. _ - . 
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whether unincorporated or ineorporaiied, are not joint stock oottr 
panics, still less ordinary partnerships, but are societies of a spe<^ 
kind formed and regulated under Acts of Parliament for special 
purposes, and the relation of their members to noo-members is 
controlled by those Acts (p). 

737. The result as regards liability to outside creditors is that 
in the case of an unincorporated society the individual members, 
whether advanced or unadvanced, are personally liable for all ordinary 
debts properly incurred by the directors or committee for the ordinary 
purposes of the society while they are members (g), but are not 
personally liable for money borrowed on deposit, and any rule pur- 
porting to impose such liability would be ultra vires (r). In the 
case of incorporated bociclieo, creditors can only enforce payment 
against the society, and the liability of members to contribute to the 
funds of the society is in the case of unadvanced members limited 
to the amount already actually paid on their shares and any sums 
payable in respect of such sliares which have become due and are in 
arrear at the time when the liability is to be enforced (s), and in the 
case of advanced members is limited to the amount payable in 
respect of their shares under any mortgage or other security or 
under the rules of the society (a). 

738. The rights and liabilities of members ivter se, whether the 
society be unincorporated or incorporated, are regulated by the rules, 
which constitute a contract between the members (6). Further- 
more, the contract is one which is not put an end to by the 
winding up of the society (c). Nor can members escape from 
the incidents of membership even when the incidents are such 
as were not anticipated at the time they joined (d). In cases for 
which the rules do not expressly provide (where, that is, the 
contract is not explicit) the rules are to be applied as nearly as 
possible (e). 


(p) Brownlie v. Bussell (1883), 8 App, Cas. 235, per Lord Sj:lborne, L.O., at 
p. 248 ; Tosh y. North British Budding Society (^1886), 11 App. Cas. 489; Auld v. 
UlcLsgoiv Worlting Men's Budding Society (1887), 12 App. Oas. 197; Iroine and 
Fullerton Property Investment and Building Society v. Outhbertson (1905), 8 
(Ct. of SesB.) 1. 

{q) Applying the doctnne of principal and agent {Murray v. Siott (1884), 9 
App. Caa. 619, per Loid Blackburn, at pp. 546 — 548 ; Be West London and 
Genercd Permanent Benefit Building Society^ [1894] 2 Oh. 352). 

(r) Ibid. 

(«) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 14 ; Brownlie v. 
Bussellt supra^ p^ Lord Selborne, L.0„ and Lord Watson, at pp. 250, 266. 
See a Afferent view expi eased by Cave, J., in Be Sheffield and South Yorkshire 
Building Society (1889), 22 Q. B. D. 470, and Lindley, L. J., in Sihun v. Pearce 
(1890), 44 Ch. D. 364, 0. A., at p. 372. 

(a) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 14 ; Brownlie y. 
Busml^ supra. See further, as to the liability of members on dissolution, pp. 393, 
396, 399, post, 
ih) See p. ^31, mite. 

fc) Walton V. Edge (1884), 10 App. Oas, 33, 

(</) London Prondenf Bidding Society Y, Morgan^ [1893] 2 Q. B. 266, ptT 
£ ENNEi) Y J at p 272 * 

(«) Be Middlesiraugh etc. Building Soddy (1889), 58 L. J. (oH.) 77L 
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,739. Building societies certain circumstances special 

l^mleges in relation to the "^estates of deceased meml)erB. In 
tiniacorporated societies whenever the trustees of the society have 
made any payment to any person or persons who at the time of 
such payment appear to the trustees to be entitled to the effects 
of any deceased intestate member, such payment is valid as against 
any other person or persons claiming as next of kin (/) ; and if any 
member die entitled to any sum not exceeding twenty pounds, the 
trustees or the treasurer, if satisfied that no will was made and that 
letters of administration will not be taken out, may pay such sum 
according to the rules of the society dealing with such cases, or if 
there be no such rules, then to the persons entitled to the effects of 
the deceased intestate, and this without administration (g). 

There is a similar provision in the case of incorporated societies, 
save that the limit is fifty pounds, that the power extends to the 
property of deceased depositors as well as to that of deceased members, 
and that the society must receive satisfactory evidence of death and a 
statutory declaration that the member or the depositor died intes- 
tate, and that the person claiming is the person entitled under the 
Statutes of DistriWtion (A). 

740. Special provisions are made in the case of both unincor- 
porated societies and of incorporated societies for the punish- 
ment of members who by false representation obtain possession of 
any money, securities, books, ])apers, or other effects of the society, 
or who, having them in their possession, wrongfully withhold or 
misapply them (i). 

Sect. 3. — Meetings, 

741. The conduct of building societies resides in the members in 
meeting (A) assembled, or in officers and agents duly appointed at 
such meeting. 
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[f) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 23, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(^) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 24, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(/>) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 42), s. 29; Statutes of 
Distribution (22 & 23 Car. 2, c. 10, and 1 Jac. 2, c. 17, s. 7) ; see further, title 
Descent and Distribution. As to the special provision on a sale when the 
heir of a deceased member is an iufunt, see p. 369, 'poat. 

{%) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 G^o. 4, c. 56), s. 25, incoraorated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s 4 ; Building Societies 
Act, 1874 (J17 & 38 Viet, c. 42), s. 31. Seo pp, 338, 346, ante, 

(A) Builaing Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), and Building 
Societies Acts, 1874 to 1894, contemplate the holding by building societies of 
several types of mootings, of varying importance, and endowed with different 
powers. For example, the ordinary monthly or other meetings of a society are 
in general occupied only with the receipt of contributions and such like matters 
of routine. The annual meeting has to receive the report of the directors and 
the statement of accounts, and to appoint the officers. Meetings for other 
. purposes are special meetings. But the provisions are confused, and the Acts 
do not use uniform language in respect of these meetings, so that it is difficult 
to form a clear idea as to the effect of the legislation. Such tenfts as “ special 

‘ special general 
‘‘general 
and others^ 

N 
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In unincorporated societies ^^mcqiliers” may alter, amend, 
or repeal rules, and may impose fines and forfeitures 0). Qeiier^l 
meetings may appoint committees (w), and may, on the observance 
of required formalities, dissolve the society (w). The “ usual 
meeting (o) may appoint officers (p). 

A “general meeting specially called for the purpose ” may make 
an application to the Begistrar to issue a certificate incorporating 
the society under the Building Societies Act, 1874 (gr). Any 
unincorporated society which has become incorporated may alter 
or rescind any rule or make any additional rule at a “ special 
meeting called for the purpose “(a). 

742 . In the case qf incorporated societies, a “ meeting called for 
the purpose ** may change the name of the society {b) ; a “ general 
meeting specially called ” may wind up the society (c) ; two or more 
societies may ujiite or one society may transfer its engagements to 
another by resolution passed at a general meeting of each society 
convened for the purpose (d) ; in certain circumstances the first 
general meeting of a society may appoint arbitrators, and at subse- 
quent general meetings substitutes may be appointed in the place 
of arbitrators dying or refusing or neglecting to act (e) ; and if the 
rules of any society do not provide for changing the chief office of 
the society, a change can be made by “ a general meeting specially 
called tor the purpose (/)• 


occur with great frequency. Not aelclom different titles ai*e used for meetings 
that appear to be identical. No doubt in many cases the ditliculties are solved 
in the rules of the society ; and the scope of the rules on this subject would not 
be confined to the subjects mentioned in the various Acts. ** Meeting*’ implies 
a rrioeting of the members, whether qualified by the expression “general” or 
not It should be noted that some things which in incorporated societies require 
a meeting of the members can in uninco^orated societies be done by the general 
committee of management, or by a committee appointed by a meeting of members. 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 32), s. 1. The rules in the 
first instance are made by the “ persons ” forming the society, but, inasmuch as 
the society is not formed until the rules are confirmed (Friendly Societies Act, 
1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 7 ; Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & o' Will. 4, c. 40), 
8 . 4, incorporated in the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will, 4, c. 32), by s. 4; 
Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 8), it cannot bs said that 
these persons form a “ meeting.” 

(m) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 66), s. 12, incorporated in 
the Building ^cietios Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

FriendW Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56)- s. 26, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4 ; He Middleabrmigh 
efc. Building SocUiyi (1889), 68 L. J, (oH.) 771 ; and see p. 397, post, 

(o) That 18, no doubt, a meeting held at short and regular intervals, such' as 
weekly. 

(p) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4 , c. 66), s. 11, inooiporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(o) 37 & 38 Viet. c. 42, s. 12 . The section seems to mean that the powei^ of 
Ulimiig the application is reserved exclusively to “general meeting SDecaally 
ciaisd for the purpose,” © .7 

( 0 ) As to the meaning of the term “ meeting,” see note (A;), p, 363, 

m Btdlding So<^es Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s, 22 ; see p. 330, tade, 

(c) Ibid., 8 . 32 ; and see p. 395, posf, 

(d) JWd.* 8.^33 ; and see p. 391,posf. 

* Ibid., 8. 34; and see p. 381, po$t. 



Part VI- — ^Members* 


855 


743/TJninoorporated societiefi must state in their rales the place 
6t places at which it is intended that the society shall hold its 
meetings. Such place or places, however, may be altered without 
altering’the rules on the giving of a prescribed notice, but only to 
another place or other places in the same county (g). Similarly, 
in incorporated societies the rules must set forth the place of meet- 
ing for the business of the society (h), and they must prescribe the 
manner of calling general and special meetings (t). 

744. Societies, whether incorporated (k) or unincorporated (t ) , must 
present an annual account to the annual or other general meeting. 

746- The Eegistrar may (1) on the application of one-tenth of the 
members of an incorporated society or of one hundred members if 
there are more than one thousand, or (2) upon evidence being 
furnished by a statutory declaration of not less than three members 
of facts which in his opinion call for recourse to the judgment of a 
meeting, or (3) upon failure of a society to make or to correct or 
complete any return required by the Building Societies Acts, and in 
each case with the consent of the Secretary of State, call a special 
meeting of the society (m). The Eegistrar may determine the time 
and place of the meeting and the matters to be discussed, and the 
meeting will have all the powers of a meeting called under the rules 
and may appoint its own chairman (a). 


Part VII. — Shares. 

Sect. 1. — In General. 

746. The fund which it is the object of building societies to 
form is divided into shares (o). Shares in building societies differ 
in essence from shares in limited liability companies in that 
the latter constitute definite portions of the capital ot the company, 
and are strictly limited in number, whereas the former represent 
no proportionate quota of the capital of the society, and are 
unlimited in number. There may be as many shares in a building 
society as people like to apply for(p). 


(tf) Eriendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c, 66), s. 10, incorporated in the 
Bmlding Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 32), by s. 4. As to notices, see 
Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, c. 42), s. 7. 

JA) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. c. 42), s. 16 (1). But apparently 
this place must be the chief o6&ce {ibid.), 

I t) IMd., 8 . 16 (7). 
k) 8 . 40. 

1) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet, c, 47), s. 25 (1), 

m) Ibid., a 5 (1) (5l , 

n) Ibid.f 8.6 (4). Other rejg;ulations as to such meetings are set out in the 
above section and in the Building Society Begulations, 1896, rr., 36 — 40. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will 4, c. 32), s. 1 ; Building Societies 
Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot.c. 42), s, 13, 

(«) Irvine and Fidlerion Property Inveskmmd md BMding Society v. Outh^ 
Ur&on (m6)» 8 (Ot. of Seas.) 1. 

N 2 


fiicT. 3. 

Meetings. 

Place of 
me^iug. 


Presenting 

annual 

account. 

Special meet- 
ing called b)r 
Registrar. 


Nature ot 
shares. 




Building Societiih. 


Sect! 1. 
In General. 

Kestrictioos 
as to shar^ 
in nnincdr- 
porated 
societies. 


Kinds of 
shares. 


Preferential 

shares. 


Shares in unincorporated societies must not exceed in value one 
hundred and fifty pounds each, and the subscriptions must not 
exceed twenty shillings per month for each share {q)^ but a member 
may hold two or more shares exceeding in all the above-mentioned 
limit (r). Except on withdrawal, no member can receive any 
interest or dividend on his shares until the whole value has been 
realised (s). 

There is no limitation on the value of shares in incorporated 
societies or the amount of the subscriptions (Q. Shares to be paid 
up in full in one payment may be issued («). 

747 . The Building Societies Act, 1836 (?!?), makes no attempt to 
distinguish between shares of different kinds. The widest powers 
are given, subject only to the condition that the rules of the 
society shall state in what shares the funds of the society 
shall belong to the members (a) ; and although the Building 
Societies Act, 1874 {h), and the Building Societies Act, 1894 (c), for 
societies established after, or adopting new rules after, the passing 
of the Act of 1874, in terms mention different classes of shares, 
they in no way fetter the right of societies. to determine which of 
these classes wull be created, or prevent them from creating other 
classes. In the case of incorporated societies the rules must 
indicate the various classes of shares that the society proposes to 
issue, and the terms on which they are to be issued, repaid and 
withdrawn (d). The question is always one of the rules; these are 
omnipotent and decisive. It follows from this that practically all 
the decisions in building society cases turn on the construction of 
particular rules. 

In practice most societies limit themselves to creating advanced 
and unadvanced shares (<?), but some have preferential shares also. 
These carry a guaianteed rate of interest, and the holders are 
not liable to contribute to losses or entitled to share in profits. 
The rights of the holders of such shares depend on the rules of the 
particular society, but usually such shares have a preference as to 
payment of capital, and any deficiency in a windmg-up must be 
made up by the other members (/), and the liability of the pre- 
ferential shareholders to outside creditors {g) would only arise after 


(q) Buildi’jg Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), s. 1. 
m Momson y. Glover (1849), 4 Exch. 430 ; but see Cutbill y. Kingdom (1847), 1 
Excn. 494. 

(») Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 32), s. 1. The yalue of a 
share will be realised when the instalments and accumulated interest reach the 
amount of tho share {Auld y, Glasgow Working Motive Building Society (1887), 12 
App. Oas. 197, per Ijord Hersciiell, at p. 200). 

{t) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), ss. 13, 16 (2), (4) ; 
Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 1 (b), (c), (d). 

(w) Ibid* 

(w) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32. 

(a) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Goo. 4, c. 66), s. 3, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), s. 4. 
lb) 37 & 38 Viet. c. 42, s. 16 (2), (4), 

(c) 67 & 58'Vict. c. 47, s. I (b), (c), (d) 
la) Ibid, 

' (e) See p- 361, ante, *' 

I/) Be Ikliance Permanent BemM BuUding Society (1892), 61 Tj. J. (cS.) 463, 
Seep. 352, \ i 
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ifae funds belonging to sueh other members have been exhausted. 
The right of preferential payment of capital sometimes depends on 
notice of withdrawal having been given Qi). In the case of newly 
incorporated societies or incorporated societies adopting new rules, 
the rules must state whether preference shares are to be issued, and 
must give a limit to such issue (i). 

748. Shares in building societies may be bequeathed, as such, to 
a charity (jf). They will not pass by a bequest of “ moneys (k) 
unless there is a context to aid such a construction, and they cannot 
be the subject of domtio moriis causa Q). 

749. Kegistration in the books of the society constitutes 'priind 
facie legal title to shares (m). A payment to the person legally, 
though not equitably, entitled to shares, without notice of the 
equitable title, is good, even if some of the special provisions of 
the rules with regard to payment have not been complied with (/*)• 

760. In the case of unincorporated societies all shares held jointly 
in any society existing at the commencement of the Building 
Societies Act, 1874, the rules of which do not prohibit joint holding, 
are to be deemed to be lawfully so held (o). In every incorporated 
society shares can be held jointly ( j?). 

For the purpose of consenting to a dissc>lution of the society, 
joint holders are to be considered as one member, and must all sign 
the instrument of dissolution, though, if one of the joint holders 
be really acting as the agent of the others, he may sign for them 
provided that he does so in the proper way (g). A member may 
hold some shares jointly and others severally, and such a share- 
holder can indicate his consent to a dissolution in respect of all his 
shares by signing the instrument in one place only (r). 

StiJCT. 2, — Transfer, 

761. Shares in building societies are subject to transfer (s). 
The motive of the transfer cannot be inquired into (t). 


{li) See Murray V, Scott (1884), 9 App. Oas. 519; Sixth Weat Kent Mutual 
Building Society y. Shove, (1895), reported, [1899] 2 Cli. 64, n. 

(i) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s. 1 (d). 

(y) Entwiatle v. Davis (1867), 36 L. J. (CH.) 825, holding that such shares did 
not fall within the provisions of the Charitable Uses Act, 1735 (9 Geo. 2, o. 36), 
now mostly repealed, but substantially re-enacted in the Mortmain and Chaiit- 
able Uses Act, 1888 (51 & 52 Yict. c. 42), the question being whether the share 
is such that it might result to the owner as land, or whether nothing can come to 
him but in the shape of money. See generally, title Charities. 

I k) Collins V. Collins (1871), 40 L. J. (OH.) 541. See title Wills. 

1) Be JV€8io?i, [1902] 1 Ch. 680, See title Gifts. 

to) NoUoth V. Simplified Permanent Benefit Building Society (1885), 53 L. T. 859. 

n) Ihid, 

o) Building Sodeties Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Yict. c. 42), s. 39. 

p) Ibid, 

g) Dennison v. Jeffs^ [1896] 1 Ch. 611, 

r) Ibid,; BeSiranton Iron and Steel Co. (1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 559; Pender v. 
Luahington {ISll), 6 Oh. D- 70 ; Moffatt v. Farquhar (1878), 7 Ohi D. 591. 

(s) %e Allan y. Urquhart (1887)» 25 So. L. B. 47, shares being a class of 
property of which the r^ht to transfer is a necessary incident. 

(Q Pender ▼. Lushington^ mpra/ MoffaU v. Farquhar^\supra, ]^th cases relating 
to l^ted companies, the principle of which, however, seems applicable. 
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Where rules regulating the method of transfer exist they must 
be strictly complied with (u). 

On the sale and transfer of shares after an order for compulsory 
winding-up the transferee is not entitled to be registered £Cs owner 
without the sanction of the court [w). 

Shares standing in the name of a married woman either solely or 
jointly with any person other than her husband can be transferred 
by her, so far as her interest is concerned, without the concurrence 
of her husband (a). 

Advanced shareholders may, without assigning their shares, 
transfer the property secured by mortgage subject to a covenant to 
pay all sums due introspect of the shares, and in such cases the 
effect of redemption may be to extinguish liability on the shares so 
far as the transferee is concerned, although liabilities in connection 
with them may continue as against the transferor {}>)» 


Sect. 3. — Withdrawals. 

Rightof with- 752. Shares can be withdrawn before becoming “realised “ (c), 
drawal. withdrawing shareholder getting present payment of the amount 

of his subscriptions less any deductions under the rules, and fore- 
going any right to a share of the ultimate profits (d). 

The rights of “withdrawing,” of “matured,” and of “with- 
drawn ” members (e), both mter se and in relation to continuing 
members, are absolutely determined by the contract between them, 
that is, by the rules (/). 

Necessity of Notice of withdrawal must in all cases be given, the period 
notice. 


I u) Altan V. Urquliart (1887), 25 Sc. L. R. 47. 

•w) Re Onward Building Society, [1891] 2 Q. B. 463, 0. A. 
a) Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Vict. c. 75), s. 9. 
h) Priestley v, Hopwood (1864), 10 L. T. 646, 

(c) By a “realised” share is meant one which has by due payment of aU 
necessary subscriptions become fully paid up. 

(d) The right to withdraw is not expressly given by statute, but depends on 
the rules of each society ; but it is so far recomised in the Building Societies 
Acts that the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, o. 32), s. 1, impliedly, and 
the Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16 (4), and the Building 
Societies Act, 1894(57 & 58 Vict. c.47), s. 1 (b), (c), expressly, make it obligatory 
on all societies under the Acts to state in their rules the terms on which shares 
can be withdrawn. A rule forbidding withdrawal will not, it is believed, be 
accepted by the Registrar. 

(f) A member withdrawing passes through two stages : first, from the date the 
notice is given to that of its expiration ; secondly, from the date of the expira- 
tion of the notice to that of payment Such a member, therefore, occupies in 
turn three different positions. 

It will tend to clearness if a different title be used for each position, «.e,, for 
a member to be called during the curmney of the notloe a “withdrawing” 
member, after the expiration of the notice and before payment a “maturea” 
member, after payment a “ withdrawn ” member. 

(/) Sdge (1884), 10 App. Oas. 33 ; Re MiddleshTough, Redcar, 8a/thnm^ 

nni Olevdand Distrimt Permanent Benefit Building Society No, 2 (1885), 
L. T. 203« Rules may be so framed as to give withdrawing members a 
charge on certain funds, ih&teby affecting the order of payment (Me AlUance 
igoc^ (18^), M Ob. D. 559, 0. A* ; Batten y. City and Smurban Jneynanent 
ptm&ny Society (1895)^ 72 L. S. 375^ 0. A.}. 
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varying according to the rules. An informal notice will be suffi- 
cient if accepted by the society, although a special form be provided With- 

by the rules (. 9 ). Notice is waived if the member subsequently drawals. 

accepts ja loan from the society on the footing of his continuing a 
member, even if the loan is ultra vires (A). * 

763, A withdrawing member is not liable to make any Liability of 
further contribution after the date of his notice either while the withdrawiog 
society continues or, in the case of an incorporated society, in a 
winding-up (i). But if before the notice expires the stoppage of 
the business of the society is recognised as inevitable, or the society 
is wound up, the notice has no effect, and gives no priority for 
payment over members who have given no notice (j). 

754. For certain purposes matured members are still members. Position of 
Thus, they are subject to rules compelling disputes between matured 
members to be referred to arbitration (k), and they must be counted 
among the number of members when calculating the majority 
necessary to constitute a valid instrument of dissolution (Z) ; and 
further they are liable to have the rules altered to their preju- 
dice (m), and to have their notices postponed by rules made after 
the notices were given (n), but not so as to render the notices of 
no effect ( 0 ). Matured members are relatively to continuing 
members creditors of the society, and have priority in a winding- 
up (p). 

If the rules provide that members may withdraw ‘‘ provided the Withdrawal 
funds permit,*’ and there are no funds when a notice of withdrawal “provided 
matures, the member giving the notice acquires a right to receive permit!” 
payment when funds permit, and will have priority over non-with- 
drawing members in a winding-up (q). 


[g) Re Blackburn and District Benefit Building Society (1883), 24 Ch, D. 421, 
aflirmed (not appealed against on this point) (1884) 10 App. Cas. 33. 

(^) Re Counties Conservative Permanent Benefit Building Society, Davis ▼. 
Norton, [1900] 2 Ch. 819. 

(t) Sibun V. Pearce (1890), 44 Ch, D. 334, per Lindlbv, L.J., at p. 372. 

Ij ) Be Ambitim Investment Building SodUy, [1896] 1 Ch. 89 ; Be Sunderland 
Universal Building Society (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 394. 

{k) Wright v. Dedey (1866), 4 H. & 0. 209 ; Mitchell v. Caledonian Property 
Investment Building Society (1886), 23 Sc. L. B. 631 ; Walker v. General Mutual 
Building Society (1887), 36 On. D. 777, C. A. ; and this, too, even if incorporation 
has taken place after the notice of withdrawal has matured [Davies v. Becand 
Chatham Permanenl Benefit Building Society (1889), 61 L. T. 680). 

Sibun V. Pearce, supra ; Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict.c. 42), 

(m) Pepe v. City and Suburban Permanent Building Society, [1893] 2 Oh. 311. 

\n) n. V. Brabrook (1893), 69 L. T. 718. 

[q) Walton V. Edge (1884), 10 App. Cas. 33, per Lord Sblbornb, L.C., at 
p. 36. 

(p) ZWd.; Re Middlesbrough, Redear, Saltbum-by-the^&ea, and CMemland 
JOixtrict Pe/rmanerd Benefit Building Society No. 2 (1883), 53 L. T. 203; Re 
Carrick [North British Building Society in LiquMxdion) (1886), 22 Sc. Ij. B* 
833; HZatrv. Broadfooi's (1890), 27 So. I^,B. 869. But^ they are not 

creditors within the fraudulent preference provisions of the Companies Act, 
1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 89), s. 164 [Re Gwatvr-y-’Gweithwyr Industrial and Providimd 
Sode^^ [1001] 2 K. B- 457). 

(j) Widton Y. Edye, svjgra^.^ I^oid at pp. 37, 38* 



860 


Building SocnmEs. 


SBCT.h. 

With- 

drawalB. 


Opetatlon (d 
notice. 


TiOss of light 
of with- 
drawal. 


Kffect of 

winding-up 

order. 


Priorities. 


755 . Notice of withdrawal is self-operating (r), and at the expira- 
tion of the notice if all subscriptions, fines, and other liabilities to 
the society are paid, and the amount due under the rules paid to 
the member, the shares are withdrawn («) ; and the withdrawn 
member ceases to be a member, and is under no liability on dis- 
solution or windiiig-up (t). 

766. The right to withdraw is put an end to by a winding-up 
order, which acts as a compulsory withdrawal (w), by insolvency of 
the society, and by stoppage of business, or by a condition of things 
that renders stoppage of business inevitable (a). But a notice which 
has matured before any of those events is nevertheless effective (6). 
« 

757- The rights of withdrawing, of matured, and even in some 
circumstances of withdrawn, members are liable as against the 
outside public to be modified by an order for winding-up, though the 
validity and force of the contract between them, that is of the rules, 
is not thereby impaired (c). 

The rule as to priority of payment when a society is being wound 
up is as follows: outside creditors, including persons wdio have 
deposited moneys by way of loan (d), must be paid first ; then 
realised (e) members and those matured members (/) whose notices 
had expired before the winding-up began ; then withdrawing 
members and continuing members pari passu (g). The members 
of each class are entitled to be paid in full (h) before any payment 
is made to the classes behind them ; priority between the members 
of each class depends on the rules of the society (i). 

But this order of payment is subject to the qualification that 
whenever the rules contain (as they frequently do) a proviso giving 
precedence to the widows and children of deceased members, then 
widows and children (if otlierwise entitled) will, as between creditors 
and contributories, always take precedence over all members, whether 


lie Sheffield and South Yorkshire Permanent Building Society (1889), 22 
Q. B. D. 470, per Cave, J., at p. 475. 

(fl) Ihid . ; Be West Hiding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society^ 
Ex parte Pullman (1890), 45 Ch. B- 463. 

{t) Ihid. 

fw) Browidie v. Masedl (1883), 8 App. Cub. 235. 

(a) He Carrick {North Uritish Building Society in Liquidation) (1885), 22 Sa 
L. R. 833; Be Sunderland Universal Building Society (1890), 24 Q. B. D. 
394 ; He Ambition Investment Building Society^ ^ Ob. 89. 

ih) Be Ambition Investment Building Society^ eupra^ at p. 100. 
h) Walton v. Edge (1884), 10 App. Cas. 33. 

(fi) He Mutual Aid Permanmt Benefit Building ^iety (1885), 30 Ch. D. 
434. 

(e) He Norwich and Norfolk Provident Building Sodely^ Ex parte Hackham 
(1876), 46 L. J. (oh.) 785. 

(^) Walton V. Edge^ supra; and this although between the giving of ttie 
notices and the winding-up there never were any funds for payment. See 
Barnard v. Tomeon^ fl8M] 1 Oh. 374. 

He Ambifim Investment Building Society, supra, 

(A; He Oduniies Conservative Permanent Benefit Building Society, [1600] 2 Ch. 
819. 

(f ) He MiddMbrough, Hedcar, SaUburn^by-the-Sea, ^ and Olevelg^ Pistrioi 
f^ernumtnt JSen^ JBuUding Soo^ No, % (tSSd), 63 L* T. 203« 
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tilatui'ed or withdrawing, and that, too, whether the deceased 
members had or had not given notice of withdrawal (fe). Executors 
of deceased members may take a like priority (Z). 

A member who, having given notice of withdrawal, afterwards 
accepts from the society a loan upon terms whereby he still 
continues to receive interest upon his share, but pays interest upon 
his advance, cannot in the winding-up set off the amount of his 
share against the unpaid balance of the loan (m). 

758. Interest is payable by the society in case of withdrawal if 
the rules so provide (n), compound interest being recoverable equally 
with simple interest (o) ; and if by the rules the day for payment oE 
the sum payable on withdrawal be fixed, it would seem that there 
would be a sum certain payable by virtue of some written instru- 
ment at a certain time so as to entitle the member to interest (p). 
But if the payment depend on a condition, such as the deter- 
mination by the directors or the committee of the rate, or the 
availability of funds, payment cannot be enforced unless and until 
the condition be fulfilled (q). Interest, if payable, may in the case 
of withdrawals between half-yearly dates of*payment be recovered 
for the period between the date of payment last past and the day 
of withdrawal (r). 


Sect. 4. — Fines and Forfeitures^ 

Sub-Sect. 1.— ^tne«. 

769. Unincorporated building societies have express powers to 
impose reasonable fines, penalties, and forfeitures on members who 
offend against the rules (j;). No similar express power is given to 
incorporated societies, but the power is implied in the provision 
that societies shall make rules as to the fines and forfeitures to be 
imposed on the members (0« Buies as to fines cannot be arbitrarily 
dispensed with («). 


{k) Thompson v. Atlas Permanent Building Society (1894), 97 L. T. Jo, 218 ; 
lie fVest London and Genei'al PermcmerU Benefit Building Society (1898), 78 
L. T. 393. See Barnard v. Tomson, [1694] 1 Ch. 374, 392. 

(?) lie Counties Conservative Permanent Benefit Building Society^ [1900] 2 Ch. 
619. 

{m) Ibid, 

(n) Be Middleshrought Bedcar^ Salthurn~hy-the~Sea, and Cleveland District 
Permanent Benefit Building Society No. 2 (1885), 53 L. T, 203. 

(^ Re Doncaster Permanent Benefit Building and Investment Society (1866), 14 
L. T. 13. 

(p) Civil Procedure Act, 1833 ^ & 4 Will. 4, o. 42), s, 28 ; Re Blackburn and 
District Building Society, ^886] W. N. 22, C. A. 

(g^) Re Blackburn and District Building Society, supra; Re Sunderla/nd 36?/i 
Universal Building Society (1890), 24 Q. B, D, 394. 

(r) Perratt v. London Scottish Permanent Benefit Building Society (1888), 59 
t. T. 31. 

(«) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 A 7 Will. 4, a 32), a. 1. 

(<) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16 (13^. The most 
usual object with which fines are imposed is as a puniediment for non-payment 
of subscriptions or other^dues. 

(a) Compare Re Ilfracombe Permanent Mutuod Benefit Building Society^ [19011 
1 Oh, 102, per Weight, J,, at p, HO. 
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The liability to be fined is in some cases, as, for instance, in that 
of executors or administrators of deceased members, a test of 
membership (b). 

760. Fines are not penalties (c), nor are they interest by way of 
a penalty (d). In the case of unincorporated societies (e), fines that 
are unreasonable, such as those that are cumulative in arithmetical 
progiession (/), cannot be enforced (g) ; but if possible the rules will 
be BO construed as to make the fines reasonable (ft), and if reasonable 
they will be enforced (i). 

No interest is chargeable on fines unless the rules otherwise pro- 
vide (ft) ; but fines secured by covenant in a mortgage form part of 
the principal in foreclosure, and are payable with interest (i). 

Pines for non-payment of fines may be recovered, if the rules so 
provide (?7i). 

If the rules as to fines be not duly enforced, they cannot, as in 
liquidation proceedings, be revived against those members who have 
been allowed to escape their effect (n). 

The fact that fines are not entered up against a member by the 
proper official does ncft absolve the member from liability (o). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Forfeiture. 

761. Forfeiture usually takes place on non-payment for a definite 
period of subscriptions and fines, when the sums already paid by the 
defaulting member become forfeited to the society (p). Buies as to 
forfeiture of shares (q) will be enforced by the court, if reasonable (r). 
The forfeiture will, as a rule, take effect, not ipso Jacto on default, 
but at the option of the directors (s). But although the forfeiture 
is binding so far as the shares are concerned, the shareholder is 


! h) Knox V. Shepherd (1860), 2 L. T. 351. 

() Ptlkington v. Baker ^ [1877] W. N. 210. 
d) Parker v. BuUher (1867), L. 11. 3 Eq. 762. 

6) Presumably the same would bo held true of incoiporated societies, but 
the building Societies Acts, 1874 and 1894 (37 & 38 Viot. c. 42 ; 57 & 58 Vict. 
c. 47), contmn no provision similar to that in s. 1 of the Building Societies Act, 
1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c 32). 

(/) ife Tierney (1874), I. B. 9 Eq. 1. As to what fines are reasonable, see 
Packer v. Butcher, supra; Ptlktngion v. Baker, sujrra, 

(g) Lovejoy v. Mulkern ^^1877), 46 L. J. (oh.) 630 ; lie Middlesbrough Building 
Society (1884), 64 L. J. (CH.) 592. 

I h) Lovejoy v. Mulkern, supra. See lie Tierney, supra* 

/) Ihd. 

k) Parker v. Butcher, supra; Ingoldby v. (1873), 28 L. T. 55. 

1) Promdent Permanent Building Society y, GreenhiU (1878), 9 Oh. P. 122; Be 
Knight, Ex ^rie Voisey (1882), 21 Ch. D. 442, 0. A. 

i m) Re Middlesbrmgh Building Socitly, supra. 

Korth British Building Society v. M'Lellan (1887), 14 R. (Ct. of Sess.) 827. 
O) Bandley y. isomer (1861), 29 Beav. 362. 

p) Jrvim and Fullerton Property InimPmeni and Building Society y. Ordhhertsm 
(1905), 8P.(Ot.of8ees.)l. 

ig) For the statutory j^visions as to forfeiture, see p. 361, ante* 

W Card v! Carr (1856). 1 0, B. (n. s.) 197. 

(«) Moore v. Batdins (1859), 6 0. B. (h. 8.) 289, per Bvles, J., at jp. 810 ; 
B. y. I)*£yneouH (1864), 4 B. & S. 820* per Blaokbum, J., at p. 835. pompaie 
Cam {1805)« E. 1 Eq. 309 (a oompafiy case). See, however, Irvimand 
Fmerkn Propm^/ and Building Boeiety y. Outhhertson, 
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not therefore absolved from all relation to the society. He may, for 
instahoe, still be liable to be placed on the list of contributories in a 
winding-up (t). « 


Part VIII. — Advances. 

Sbot. 1. — In General. 

762. The general law of mortgages applies to mortgages taken 
by building societies as a security for advances made to members (a). 
The same law also applies to the questions which arise incidental 
to such mortgages, such as the presumption that a tenant for life 
who pays off the amount secured by a mortgage intends to keep the 
charge alive for his own benefit (fe), and the postponment (c) of 
a legal mortgage to a subsequent equitable security on the ground 
of negligence in the custody of the title-deeds (rf). 

763. Although an infant is capable of being a member of a 
building society ((?), he cannot execute a valid mortgage to secure 
sums advanced to him by the society (/); but if the advance has 
in fact been used to complete a purchase by the infant, the society 
will be entitled to stand in the shoes of the vendor and to enforce 
the vendor’s lien (g), 

764. An executor may in his representative capacity give a valid 
mortgage to secure sums advanced to him by a building society for 
the purposes of the estate {h). If, to obtain the advance, the 
executor becomes a member, of the society and renders himself 
liable to further payments, the liability for these will be merely 
personal although they are expressed to be secured by the 
mortgage (i). 

765. A society established after August 25, 1894, may not cause 
or permit applicants for advances to ballot for precedence, or in 


(i) Be St. Gtorge'e Benefit Building Society (1858), 6 W. R. 766. 

(a) Provident Permanent Building Society y. Oreenhill (1878), 9 Oh. D. 122; 
Bell V. London and South Western Bank, [1874] W. N. 10. Eor the general law 
of mortgages, see title Moktoage. For foims of mortgages to building societies, 
see EncydopsBdia of Forms, Vol. III., pp, 43 et seq. 

ifi) Be Harvey y [1896] 1 Oh. 137, 0. A, See, as to this presumption, title 
Moktoage. 


(c)^See Northern pounties of England Fire Inav/rance Co. v. Whipp (1884), 26 
Oh. D. 482, 0. A. ; and title Mortgage. 

Qarside v. Liverpool Bailway Permanent Benefit Building Society (1897), 13 
T. B. 189, 0. A., where the solicitor of the society obtained possesfifion of and 
dealt ^th the title-deeds of property he had mortgaged to the society. 

(e) Bnildiag Societies Act, 18^, s. 38 ; Friendly Societies Ant, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, 
$6), s. 32* 

Permanent Benefit Building Soci^Y. Thursian^ [1903] A, 0. 6. 
^(A) V. Dufim (1872), L. B. 13 Eq, ; Tionw v. Thorne, [1893] 3 

* 
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767. In ascertaining whether the annual value of the estate 
of an advanced member of a building society, who has mortgaged 
his estate to the society, is such as to entitle him to be placed on 
the register of county voters, no deduction is to be made for such 
part of the annual payments under the mortgage as represents 
principal (m). 

Sect. 2. — Security on which Advances may be made, 

768. The nature of the security which may be accepted by 
building societies is shown by their object, which is to make 
advances to members out of the funds of the society upon the 
security of freehold, copyhold, or leasehold estate (n). But the addi- 
tion of collateral personal security will not invalidate an otherwise 
good advance, though the propriety of the advance must be tested 
as if no such ingredient entered into it (o). 

An advance on the security of ajjy other description of property, 
e,g .9 the shares of a member, is beyond the powers of a society (p). 

No advance may be made by an incorporated society on land 
subject to a prior mortgage unless such prior mortgage is in favour 
of the society making the advance (g'). This prohibition seems 
to extend to any device by which a first mortgage is turned into a 
second mortgage (r). 

769. Land registered under the Land Transfer Acts, 1875 and 
1897 (s), may be charged by the registered i^roprietor in favour of a 


(fc) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet e. 47), s. 12. As to altering 
the rules wbeu they provide that advances may be balloted for, see p. 334, ante, 
(/) Be Bumney and Smith, [1897] 2 Gh. 351, 0. A. , per Lindley, L.J., at p. 359, 
It has not yet been decided whether such a mortgage can be tiansferr^ vnthout 
such consent, but the better opinion appears to l^ that such a transfer would be 
invalid; see ibid,; Ulster Building Society v. Olenton (1888), 21 L. E. Ir, 
124. As to the effect of amalgamationB of societies or the transfer of the 
engagements of one society to another, see p. 391, post, 

(wj) Rolleaton (1871), L. E. 6 C. P.292; Bolhison v. BunkleyilSdS), 15 

0, B. (K. 8.) 478. See Copland v. Bartlett (1848), 6 0. B. 18; Beamish v. Stoke 
{Overseers) (1861), 11 0, B. 29. As to county voters, see title Elections. 

(») Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s, 13 ; Oulleme v. London 
and Suburban General Permanent Building Society (1890), 25 Q. B. D. 486, C. A., 
per Lindlet, L.J., at p. 488, See p, 323, ante, 

(o) Sheffield and South Yorkshire Permanent Building Society v. Aizlewood 
(1889), 44 Oh, D. 412. 

( p) Oulleme v. London and Suburban General Permanent Building Society^ supra. 
Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s, 13 (1). This prohibi- 
tion does not apply to an unincorporated society nor to any society in S^ootland 
or Ireland whum was on August 26, 1894, authorised by the rules to make 
advances on second mortgage {ihid,^ s. 13 (2)). 

(r) Portsea Island Building Socieity v. Barday^ [1896] 2 Ch. 298, 0. A., decided 
on the effect of a role against advances on second mortgage, where the society 
j>OBtponed their first charge to that of another mortgage. 

38 & ^ ViCt* c. 87 ; 60 A 61 Vich c. 65. As to uiese Acts geneicaUTf see 
Um Ekal Fnoiwnr anb OHATt'sis Ekain 
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building society by means of a mortpge made in pursuance of ot 
consistent with the rules of the society, and the mortgage will be 
deemed to be a charge made in the prescribed manner and will 
be registered accordingly (0. 

In order to enable the society to retain possession of the mortgage 
of registered land for the purpose of indorsing thereon the statutory 
receipt on discharge, the original mortgage will, if they wish, be 
delivered to them after registration upon their delivering at the 
registry a copy verified by the signature of the secretary, which 
copy will be admissible in evidence without the production of the 
original (a). The copy need not be stamped, but will be filed at 
the registry (h). 

The original mortgage when delivered to the society will be 
indorsed with a certificate of registration and tlienceforth treated 
as the certificate of charge, and must be indorsed from time to time 
with notes of the various dealings, and on discharge of the security 
will be delivered up, cancelled, and retained in the Land llegistry (c). 

770. Where a mortgage to an incorporated society includes copy- 
holds, the society may require the lord of the manor of which the 
copyholds are held to admit such persons, not more than three in 
number, as the society appoints to be trustees on its behalf as 
tenants in respect of such copyholds, on payment of the usual 
fines, fees, and other dues payable on the admission of a single 
tenant, or the lord may admit the society as tenant on payment of 
such special fine, or compensation in lieu of fine, and fees as may 
be agreed upon (d). 

Sect. 8. — Constmction and Effect of Mortgages. 

771. A provision in a mortgage that, on default being made of 
payment of an instalment, the whole sum secured shall immediately 
become payable, implies a covenant to pay accordingly upon which 
an action may be brought {e). 

A covenant in a mortgage to observe the rules of the society in 
effect incorporates in the mortgage the material provisions of the 
rules, and these provisions will bind a subsequent mortgagee 
having notice of the covenant (/). 

If the rules of a society make provisions for the payment of 
subscriptions by advanced members, the society may apply the 
subscriptions towards the discharge of the amount owing on the 
mortgage {g). If in such a case the member dies before the moneys 


Land Transfer Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet, a 66), s. 9 (3). 

Land Transfer Rules, 1903, r. 121, 

Ihid. 

Ihid., r. 122. 

Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s. 28. 

(6) Bherriff v. Glmton (1873), *28 L, T. 65. See further, as to such a provision, 
Wauingford v. Mutual Society (1880), 6 App. Cas. 685 ; Keene v. Biscoe (1878), 8 
Oh. I). 201 ; Cordingley v. Alliance Soci^y, [1887] W. N. 220 ; and title 

Moetqaoe. ... * 

(/) Andrews v. City Permanent Benefit Building Society (1881), 44 L. T, 641, 
WA^re the rules gave the^iety the right to consolidate. As to the effect of a 
Bub^uent alteration of rules upon the rights of the mortgagor, see p. 334, onfe. 
[g) Moatonr.Berkel^ Mutual Benefit Building Sociipty (1890), 59 L. J. (CH*) 
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secured by the mortgage are fully paid, and the mortgage is paid 
off without recourse to the amount paid as subscriptions, this 
amount must be paid to his legal personal representatives, and 
they are the only persons who can give a valid discharge to the 
society (A). 

Where the rules of a society stipulate that an applicant for an 
advance shall make certain weekly payments until the advance is 
made, and after the execution of the mortgage shall repay the 
advance by certain quarterly instalments, any advanced member is 
entitled to set off ' sums paid in respect of the weekly payments 
against the instalments first becoming payable (i). 

* Sect. 4. — Redemption. 

772. Any society established after August 25, 1894, or which 
substitutes a new set of rules for its existing rules after that date, 
must set forth the conditions upon which a borrower can redeem 
the amount due from him before the expiration of the period for 
which the advance was made, with tables showing the amount due 
from the borrower after each stipulated payment, unless the 
Registrar is of opinion that such tables are not applicable (fc). 

773. A fundamental difference exists in most cases between a 
mortgage to a terminating society and one to a permanent society. 
The former generally secures the payment by the member to whom 
the advance is made of the future subscriptions payable on the 
shares in respect of which the advance is made (the number of such 
subscriptions being usually not easily ascertainable), together with 
all fines and other moneys payable by the member to the society 
under the rules. A mortgage to a permanent society generally 
secures the repayment of the sum advanced with interest and 
possibly a premium by a definite number of instalments in accord- 
ance with tables in the rules, and also any fines or other moneys 
which may become payable by the member to the society under the 
rules during the continuance of the society (i). The result as 
regards redemption is that, while there is generally little difficulty 
in ascertaining the amount payable on redeeming a mortgage to 
a permanent society, it is often not easy to determine the amount 
payable on redeeming a mortgage to a terminating society, though 
sometimes in this case also the number of instalments is fixed (m). 


524, the effect being practically to give the society a charge on the amount paid 
as subscriptions, and pro tanto to inci'ease the margin on the mortgage. 

Ui) lie Burtmi (1897), 13 T. L. R. 275. 

(?■) IngliB V, CavCf [1869] W- N. 131. For another case of construction, but 
one which decides no question of principle, see Weelcea v. South London EquiiahU 
Building Society (1897), 13 T. L. R 291. ‘ , 

. (k) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. o. 47), a 1 (e). Before. 1874, 
the rules of building societies generally made provision for the r^emp-' 
tion of mortgages, the amount payable upon redemption was often not cleciily 
to be ascertained from such rules. - 

(?) 1^ Davadson, Precedents and Forms in Conveyancing, 4th ecL, VoZ^ II., 
Part IL, p. 704* 

(m) See Furke/t v. Butcher (1867}, Ii. Ilu3 £q. 762 ; ^rrov^ v. Fcfrmer (1850), 
28 Beav. 51 1 ^ For the distinetion between terminating and permanent societiesi 
eee pp. ^825, 326, ^ ' 
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m. In the case of an ordinary terminating soeiety the mortgage 
of an advanced member is only redeemable on payment of the amount 
of all moneys which would become due under the rules during the 
period liuring which the society continues. In some cases the 
period taken for this purpose is the probable duration of the 
society (n), in others its longest possible duration (o). Where the 
rules dealing with redemption permit it on payment of subscrip- 
tions for a fixed term of years, an advanced member is entitled to 
redeem in accordance with those rules, although on the construction 
of the rules as a whole he may be personally liable for further 
subscriptions (p). 

In general redemption will only be permitted in accordance with 
the terms of the contract of membership and security as contained 
in the rules of the society and the mortgage deed. Thus, a 
member may not be entitled to redeem upon payment of the 
amount by which the sum advanced to him exceeds the subscrip- 
tions which he has paid and the proportion of profits to whicli he 
is entitled, but only upon the terms of paying all future subscrip- 
tions without any deduction by way of discount (g). Where the 
construction of the rule is clear, an advanced member redeeming 
may be entitled to the same proportion of profits as an unadvanced 
member would have been entitled to on withdrawing, notwithstand- 
ing that taking an account on this footing will occasion incon- 
venience or even absurdity (r). Similarly, an advanced member 
redeeming may be entitled to a bonus according to the agreement, 
although it has been declared by mistake on too high a scale (s). 
As a question of construction, an advanced member may be allowed 
to set off redemption moneys paid by him although redemption 
moneys are not expressly mentioned in the rule (t) ; and the 
combined effect of the prospectus and rules of a society may 
entitle the society to add a premium to the actual sum advanced 
and to charge interest on the combined amount and demand 
payment of the whole from an advanced member seeking to 
redeem (a). 


m 

9A0T. 4. 

Bedemp- 

tiQp. 


Ke!0emptioD 
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Control of 
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rules. 


775- A member must on redemption pay all fines which have Payment of 
been stipulated for (b), but without interest thereon (6), unless there 
is express provision to that effect (c). If a mortgage purports to 
secure all subscriptions and other moneys becoming due from the 
mortgagor to the society, the words “other moneys*' must be read 


(ft) Mo8ley V. Bilker (1849), 1 H. & Tw. 301 ; Seagrave v. Pope (1852), 1 De G. 
]M. & G. 783* 

(o) Fleming v. Bdf (1864), 3 De G. M. & G. 997. 

(p) Sparrow v. Farm&r^ (1869), 26 Beav, 611. See also Handley v. Farmer 
“31), 29 Beav. 362. 

A Baker ^ eupra; Seagrave r. Pqpe, Bupreu 

A Fkming v. Self, eupra, 

Archer v. Harruon (1867), 7 De G. M. & G. 40^ 

W Smith v. PilMngtm (1869), 1 De G. F. & J. 120. • 

)ay Harvey v. MunidpiU Permanent Inveetmmt Building Society (1884), 26 
D. 276, 0. A. • 

(h) Butcher (1867), L. E. 3 Eq. 762. 

(cj Provident Permanmt Building Society v. QremhiU (1878), 9 Oh. D/122. 


(li 


OK. 
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as giudem generis with the preceding words, and will, thereford, 
not include moneys due from a member in his character as 
secretary (d). 

C 

776- Where there is a special contract to that effect, advanced 
members must on redemption pay their proper proportion of losses 
sustained by the society {e). But such liability can only be enforced 
in the manner prescribed by the contract and the rules (/). In 
the absence of a special contract, an advanced member who has 
discharged all the payments due in respect of his security is entitled 
to be released without contributing to losses sustained after the date 
of the advance {g). When an advanced member has paid all that 
is due under the rules and the terms of his mortgage and has had 
the statutory receipt indorsed on his deed he ceases to be a member 
of the society, and is not liable for any losses Qi). 

777. The right of an advanced member to redeem on payment of 
the sums for which he is liable under the mortgage and rules con- 
tinues notwithstanding that the society is being wound up(i), but 
an advanced member of an unincorporated society in such circum- 
stances must in addition pay the amount of any call made upon 
him for the purpose of satisfying the claims of outside creditors and 
costs of winding-up (j). 

Sect, 6, — Enforcement of Mortgage. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Sale. 

778. A society is not a trustee of a power of sale contained in a 
mortgage. If the society exercises the power bond fide for the 
purpose of realising the debt, without corruption or collusion with 
the purchaser, the court will not inteifere even although the sale 
be very disadvantageous (Vc). But on a sale in exercise of the power 
the property cannot be sold to the secretary, solicitor, or other 


Bailee v. Sunderland Equitable Building Society, [1886J W. N. 191. 

(e) Re Albion Mutual Pernmnent Benefit Budding Society (1888), 43 Oh. D. 
410, n. ; Re West Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society (1890), 
43 Cb. D. 407. As to such a liability being imposed by i-ules made subsequently 
to the mortgage, see p, 334, an^e. 

(/) Durham and Northumberland Working Mm' e Permanent Building Socitiy 
V. Davidson (1892), 61 L. J. (q. B.) 473, 0. A., where on the rules the liability 
was held enforceable by deductions from the amount sianding to the credit of 
the member, not by surcharge. 

(^) Buckle V. Lordonny (1887), 56 L. J. (ch.) 437, The increase of the 
liabilities of an advanced member by an alteration of the rules has already been 
dealt with at p. 334, ante, 

(A) Re W'est Ridwg of Yorkshire Permanent BeneJU Building Society, Ex parte 
Pullman (1890), 45 Oh. D. 463. 

(») Brownlie v. Russdl (1883), 8 App. Gas. 235 ; Tosh'v, North British Budding 
Society (1^886), 11 App. Cos. 489; Re Doncaster Permanent Building Society (1866), 
L. R. 3 Eq. 158; Re Middlesbrough etc. Building Society (1889), 58 L. J. (cH.) 
771. 


{j) Re West London and General Permanent Benefit Building Society ^ [1694] 2 
Oh. 352. , 

(Af) Warner y. Jacob (1882), 20 Oh. D, 220. As to a mortgagee’s power of sale 
^^nerally, see title Mortqaqu. 
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agent of the society acting in the matter of the sale. Any atfcem[)t 
at such a sale will be set aside as invalid (Z). 

A power of sale in a mortgage executed in pursuance of an 
agreemeAt to that effect contained in a memorandum accom- 
panying a deposit of title-deeds witli a building society to secure 
an advance will not be invalidated by the fact that between 
the respective dates of the deposit and the mortgage the pro- 
perty has been sold and conveyed to a purchaser subject to the 
charge created by the deposit. On an exercise of the power of 
sale by the society the person to whom the property has been con- 
veyed will hold the legal estate as a trustee for the purchaser from 
the society (77i). 

A power in a mortgage for the trustees or trustee for the time 
being of the society to sell in case of default cannot bo exercised by 
an individual to whom the mortgage has been transferred by the 
society (n). 

779. The amount which a society is entitled to retain out of the 
proceeds of a sale will depend on the terms of the contract con- 
tained in the mortgage and the rules (o). A building society having 
notice of a subsequent equitable mortgage and selling or joining 
with the mortgagor in a sale will be responsible to the equitable 
mortgagee for the surplus proceeds of sale(p). 

If a member who has executed a mortgage to a society die intestate 
leaving an infant heir or co-heiress, the society may, after selling 
the mortgaged premises, pay to the administrator or administratrix 
of the deceased member any proceeds of sale, not exceeding ^1150 
in amount, which may remain in the hands of the society after 
paying the amount due to the society and the costs and expenses 
of the sale. The sum so paid is to be considered personal estate, and 
liable to duty accordingly (r/). 

The purchaser of property sold under a power of sale is some- 
times required to become a member and is liable accordingly (r). 

Stjb-Seot. 2. — Foredosiire. 

780. A building society is, like other mortgagees, entitled 
CO a decree for foreclosure (s), unless the mortgage is in the 


SbOT. d. 

Enforce- 
ment of 
Mortgage. 

Transfer of 
equity of 
redemption. 
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transferee of 
mortgage. 


Application of 
proceeds of 
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How far pur- 
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Foreclosure. 


i l) Martinson v. Clowes (1882), 21 Ch. D. 857. 
m) Leigh v. Lloyd (1865), 2 l)e O. J. & S. 330. 
n) Be Burmey and Smithy [1897] 2 Ch. 351, C. A. 

o\ Matterson v. Elderfield (1869), 4 Ch. App. 207, where on the express terms 
of tne rules the portions of future instalments attributable to interest were 
retained; Re Goldsmith, Ex parte Osborne (1874), 10 Ch. App. 41, where, in 
absence of express provision, the interest portion of future instalments was not 
allowed to be retained; Be O'Donohoe (1876), I. R. 10 Eq. 221, where on the 
express terms discount was allowed on future instalments. 

(p) West London Commercial Bank v. Bdiance Permanent Building Society 
(1885), 29 Oh. D. 964, 0. A, decided on general principles. 

(g) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 30. 

?n Handley V* Fanner (1861), 29 Beav. 362. • 

(s) Pro^fidmt Permanent Building Society v. Grtenhill (1878), 9 Oh. D. 122 ; 
Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet c. 42), s. 13. The form of decree 
will usually be the same as in the case of an ordinary mortgage {Bdl v. London 
md South Western Bank, [1874] W. N. 10). In some cases reference has been 
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form of a trust for sale, in which case the proper remedy is a 
sale (£). 

Where the sum actually advanced is less than £600, although the 
mortgage is expressed to secure a larger amount, the pifoceedings 
may be taken in the county^ court (u). 

A society is entitled to add the costs of foreclosure proceedings to 
its security (vr), unless its conduct has been unreasonable or improper, 
in which case it may be deprived of its costs and may also be 
charged with interest on the balance (if any) in its hands (a). 

Land acquired by foreclosure or surrender or other extinguish- 
ment of the right of redemption must be sold as soon as conveniently 
practicable (6). 

Sub-Sect. 3 — Proof in Bankruptcy. 

781. If an advanced member become bankrupt, and the society 
prove in the bankruptcy for the amount owing, the proof may 
properly include the value of such parts of the future instalments 
as represent interest, but a rebate must be deducted from such 
parts of the future instalments as represent principal (c). A 
premium is in the nature of capital (d). 

Sect 6. — Discharge of Mortgage, 

782. When the moneys secured by a mortgage or further charge 
to an incorporated society have been paid and discharged, the 
society may execute a reconveyance of the mortgaged property to 
the then owner of the equity of redemption, or to such persons 
and to such uses as he may direct (e). An unincorporated society 
likewise may, on payment off of the mortgage, execute a 
reconveyance (/). 

783. In the case of both incorporated (g) and unincorporated (h) 
societies an alternative mode of revesting the property is provided 
by statute. The society may, if incorporated, indorse on or annex 
to, and, if unincorporated, indorse on, the mortgage or further 


made to tlie rules {Ingoldhy v. BUey, [1873] W. N. 38 ; Boney v. Charter^ [1887] 
W. N. 62). See also for a special form Seton, Forms of Judgments and Orders, 
(ith ed. 2124. As to foreclosure generally, see title Mobtqaos. 

{^) Schweitzer v. Mayhew (1862), 31 Beav, 37. 

(m) Shields, Whitley ^ and District Amalgamated Model Building Society v, 
Richards, [1901] W. N. 106. See title Courty Ooubts. 

{w) Gotterdl v. Stratton (1872), 8 CL App. 295. 

(а) Compare Durham and NoHhumherland Working Men's Permanent BuHdina 
Society v. Davidson (1892), 61 L. J. (q. b.) 473, 0. A. 

(б) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 13. 

(c) Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Viet. c. 52), ss. 37, 40, and Sched. II,, r. 21 ; 
Be Bromie d: Wingrove, Ex parte Ador, [1891] 2 Q. B. 674, 0. A. Be Phillips, 
Ex parte Bcdh (1882), 22 OL D. 450, C. A., 'wnich Tras a building sociej^ 
is no longer law on this point. See title Bab^kbuptcy Aim Ibsolveboy, VoL EL, 
/p. f233. 

fd) Be Phillips, Ex parte Bath (1884), 27 €h. D. 509, 0. A. 

(e) Building Societaes Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. e. 42), a. 42. reooJivey- 
anoe cannot properly be made to anyone else {Fourth City M^tuaf Benefit 
Building Sodiety v. Williams (1879), 14 Oh. D. 140, per JsssKL, at p, 146). 

(/) Be Page (No. 2) (1863), 32 Beav. 485. Compare Carlisle BtyMng Co, v. 
Thom^mn (1885), 26 Ca. B. 39S, a fri^dly Society caeo. 

M ^uilW Societies Act, 1874 (37 ft 38 Viot. c. 42), s. 4Z — 

(A) Bnild^ Societies Act,. 1836 (6 ft 7 WiB. 4, e. 32), e, ft, 
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charge a receipt ; and such receipt vacates the mortgage or further 
charge, and vests the property comprised in the security in the 
person for the time being entitled to the equity of redemption. 

If the society is unincorporated, the receipt must be in the form 
specified in the rules of the society and signed by the trustees (i) ; 
and if incorporated, it must be in the form specified in the schedule 
to the Building Societies Act, 1874, executed under the seal of the 
society, and countersigned by the secretary or manager (j), 

A statutory receipt may be delivered as an escrow (fc), 

784. A statutory receipt, whether the society is incorporated {D 
or unincorporated (m), operates to convey the legal estate, to the person 
who has the best right to call for it. If there are subsequent 
incumbrances, this will in most cases be the next incumbrancer in 
point of time, but this is not necessarily so. The legal estate will 
vest in a person who, without notice of an existing second mort- 
gage, pays off the building society and receives the title-deeds with 
a statutory receipt indorsed on the mortgage (n). 

The legal estate vests in the person to whom it passes for all 
purposes. Accordingly, if in the case last mentioned the person 
w^ho pays off the building society makes a further advance to the 
mortgagor on the security of the property comprised in the mort- 
gage without notice of the second mortgage, he will be entitled to 
tack ; and the further advance will be payable in priority to the 
second mortgage, which was prior in point of time (o). 

A statutory receipt is a final discharge, and after it has been 
given no claim can be made by the society in respect of any sum 
secured by the mortgage, even though the receipt was given under 
a mistake (j?). 

786. If a mortgage or further charge in favour of an incor- 
porated society has been registered under any Act for the 
registration or record of deeds or titles ( 5 '), the registrar, or his 


(i) Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), s. 5. 

(.;■) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), e. 42. 

fjfc) Lloyda Bank, Ltd, v. BvUock, [1896] 2 Oh. 192, where the mortgage with 
indorsed receipt was handed to the solicitor of the society to be delivered on 
payment off, and he, without receiving payment, dealt fraudulently with the 
property, without, however, thereby affecting the title of the society. 

m Fourth aty Mutual Benefit Building Society v, WlUia/ma (1879), 14 Oh. D. 
140; SangaterY, Cochrane 28 Oh. D. 298. 

(m) Peaae v. Jackaon (1868), 3 Oh. App. 576‘; Lawrence v. Clementa (1874), 31 
L. T. 670; Robinaonv, Trevor (1883), 12 Q,. B. D, 423 ; Honking v. Smith (1888), 
13 App. Oas. 582. 

(n) Cfoahie^Hill v. Bayer, [1908] 1 Oh. 8C6 ; and cases cited in notes (Z) 
and (m), $ufra, 

( 0 ) Hoaking v. Smith (1888), 13 App. Oas. 582. As to tacking, see title 
Mortgage. 

( 1 ^ Harvey v. Municipal Permanent hmatment Building Society W^), 26 
Oh. D. 27$, 0- A-, overruling Farmer v. Smith (1859), 4 H, & N. 196 ; London and 
County United Building Society v. ^896), 65 L. J. (o. B.) 194. These 

two cases were decided in connection wim incorporated societies, but as the 
provisnms in the Acts of 1836 and 1874 are alike, it may be assujned that the 
ww is the same in the case of an unincorporated society. See also PrieaUey v. 
Hopwood (1864), 10 L. T. 646. 

(9) For registration of doeds and titles generally, see title Beax Propertt 
OEA^^S 
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deputy or assistant, or the recording oflBcer, as the case may be, 
must, on production of the statutory receipt verified by oath, 
make an entry opposite the entry of the mortgage or charge to 
the effect that the mortgage or charge is satisfied ; and the entry 
will have the effect of clearing the register or record of the 
mortgage. The officer must also give a certificate, which may be 
either indorsed on the mortgage or charge or separate, to the 
same effect as the entry. The certificate will be received as evidence 
in all courts and proceedings without any further proof (r). 

In the case of both incorporated and unincorporated societies an 
instrument of discharge of a charge under the Land Transfer Acts, 
1876 and 1897 (a), in the required form, under the seal of the 
society, if incorporated, or under the hands and seals of the trustees 
or other proper officers, if unincorporated, and in either case 
attested by the secretary, has the same effect in vacating the 
mortgage and vesting the estate as a statutory receipt (t). 

A statutory receipt is included in the definition of “assurance in 
the Yorkshire Registries Act, 1884 (w). 

786. If a mortgage to an incorporated society comprising 
copyholds or lands of customary tenure has been entered upon the 
court rolls, the steward or his deputy must, on production of 
the statutory receipt verified by oath, make an entry and grant 
a certificate to the like effect as is above mentioned with regard 
to registered mortgages. The certificate is in like manner evidence 
without further proof (w). 

Sect. 7. — Stamp Duties and Income Tax. 

787. Mortgages to building societies are subject to the same 
stamp duties as ordinary mortgages, except that a mortgage by a 
member to an unincorporated society securing a sum not exceeding 
£500 is exempt from duty (x). 

Statutory receipts by both incorporated and unincorporated 
societies and reconveyances by incorporated societies are exempt 
from duty {a). 

788. A building society is liable to pay income tax on so much 
of the payments made by advanced members as represents interest, 
])rovided that income tax has not been deducted by the member on 
l^ayment (b). Advanced members are, however, entitled to deduct 
income tax on so much of the payments made by them as represents 

E Building Societies Act, 1874 {HI & 88 Viet. c. 42), b. 42. 

38 & 39 Viet. 0 . 87 ; 60 & 61 Viet. c. 65. For form of instrument of 
arge see Land Transfer Riilos, 1903, r. 166, and Form 48; and Encvolopeedia 
of Forms, Vol. XI., p, 416. 

i ^) Land Transfer llules, 1903, r. 167. 

w) 47 & 48 Viet. c. 54, s. 3. See title Beal Phopekty and Chattels Rien.- 
w) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 42. 

») JhuL, 8, 41 ; Walker v. Giles (1848), 6 0. B. 662 ; Stamp Act, 1891 r54 & 55 
Viot. c. 89), B. 89. ^ 

(a) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), a, 41 ; Old Battersea and 
District Baiiding Society v. Commissioners of Inland Bevenue, [1898] 2 Q. B. 
294 ; Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), a. 37. 

(5) Leeds Benefit Building Society v. Mallandaine^ [i897] 2 Q. B. 402, 0. A, 
See title Inoosps Tax. < 
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interest (c). The deduction must be made at the time of payment, 
and if the deduction is not so made, the sum cannot after^rards be 
retained out of future instalments (d). 


Part IX. — Borrowing and Loans. 

Sect. 1. — Power to borrow and lend Money* 

Sub-Seot. 1. — Incorptyraied Societies. 

789. Any society incorporated under the Building); Societies Act, 
1874, may receive deposits or loans at interest within the limits 
mentioned below from members or other persons, or from corporate 
bodies, joint stock companies, or terminating building societies {e). 

The rules of every incorporated society established after August 25, 
1894, and of every incorporated society which substitutes a new 
set of rules for its existing rules after that date, must set forth 
whether the society intends to borrow money, and if so within what 
limits not exceeding those prescribed by statute (/). 

790. In the case of a permanent society the amount for the time 
being owning by the society in respect of loans from all sources ( g) 
must not exceed two-thirds of the amount for the time being secured 
to the society by mortgages from its members {h). In calculating the 
amount for the time being secured to the society, no credit may be 
taken for the amount secured by mortgages payments in respect of 
which were upwards of twelve months in arrear at the date of the 
society’s last preceding annual account and statement, or by mort- 
gages on properties of which the society had been twelve months in 
possession at the same date (i). It is immaterial whether the 
mortgages are mortgages in respect of shares or not so long as 


(c) lie Middlcshrouyh, Jhdear^ Salthurn-hy-the-Sea, and Clevelxnd District Per~ 
maivent Benefit Building Society^ Ex parte Wythes (1885), 53 L. T. 492. 

(rf) Ibid, 

Owing to the practical difficulties which arise in dealing with income tax 
questions in connection with building societies, the Board of Inland Revenue 
has prepared two alternative schemes un the terms of which they are willing to 
enter into an arrangement with any society desiring it for the payment of 
income tax, and dispensing with any further question as to the liability of the 
society and its members in respect of interest The arrangements are sot out in 
a memorandum issued by the Board, which can be obtained on application at 
Somerset House. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 15 (1). 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c, 47), s. ]. 

(g) See Be West Riding of Yorkshire Per manent Benefit Building Society^ 
Ex parte Pullman (1890), 45 Oh. D. 463, 467. 

{h) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s, 15 (2). The section 
contains a saving clause preserving the rights of depositors and lenders in cases 
where societies had, prior to the passing of the Act, borrowed in aocqrdanco with 
their certified rules sums exceeding this limit. 

(*) Buildine Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, a 47), s. 14. The section 
further provides that the Validity of any deposit or loan which was within the 
limit provided by law at the time when it was received should not be affected. 
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they are mortgages by members (k ) . Each mortgage is reckoned as a 
security for the total amount payable thereunder, whether in respect 
of principal, interest, fines, or otherwise, and no discount is deducted 
from sums payable infuturo . 

In the case of a terminating society the amount for the time being 
owing by the society in respect of loans may either be a sum not 
exceeding the amount which would be permissible in the case of a 
permanent society, or else a sum not exceeding twelve months’ 
subscriptions on the shares for the time being in force (m). A society 
cannot take advantage of whichever of these limits may at any 
given time be most advantageous, but must by its rules adopt one 
of them.,; If at any time the amount owing by the society in respect 
of loans exceeds tile limit adopted by the rules the borrowing is 
unauthorised, notwithstanding that the alternative limit is not 
exceeded (n). 

Overdrawing the society’s banking account is borrowing (o). 

791. An incorporated society may not accept any deposit except 
on the terms that not less than one month’s notice may be required 
by the managers of the society before repayment or withdrawal- If 
this requirement is not complied with, the society and every 
director or member of the committee of management who is a 
party to the non-compliance is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding £10, and in the case of a continuing offence to 
an additional fine not exceeding £10 for every week during which 
the offence continues (p). 

Every deposit book or acknowledgment or security of any kind 
given for a deposit or loan by an incorporated society must have 
printed or written therein or thereon the whole of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth sections of the Building Societies Act, 1874 (q). The 
omission to carry out this obligation does not, however, invalidate 
any security given for a loan (r), but the person or persons by whom 
such omission is made is or are liable upon summary conviction 
before justices at the complaint of the Kegistrar to a penalty not 
exceeding £5 {$), 

792. On the death intestate of a depositor having a sum not 
exceeding £60 in the funds of an incorporated society the directors 


(Zp) Be Weat Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society ^ Ex parte 
Pullman (1890), 46 Oh. D. 463, 467. 

(i) Neath Building Society v. Luce (1889), 43 Oh. D. 158. 

(7») Building Societiee Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16 (3). 
fn) Looker ▼. Wrigley (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 397- 

(0) Brooke ifc Co, v. Blackhum Benefit Society (1884), 9 App, Gas. 857. 

(p) Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s. 15. 

(Uf) 37 & 38 Viet. 0 . 42, e. 16 (6). S. 14 of the Act of 1874 limits the liability 
of anem^rs, as to which see p. 362, ante. S. 16 defines the power to borrow, 
aa to which seep. 373, ante. As these sections are amended by s. 14 of the 
Bufidfog Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. 47), that amendment should also 
be printed, there is no statutory requirement to that effect. 

(r) Be (jhMrdwm Permanent Benefit Building Sodety (1882), 23 Ch. D. 440, 
C. A., reversed on other grounds worn. Murray v, BcoW (1884), S! App. Gas. 
619. • 

(1) Building Someties Aet^ 1874,(37 (k 38 Viet. o. 42), s- 43. 



Part IX.— Borrowing and IiOans. 


876 


fiifty pay the amount due to the person who appears to them to be 
entitled under the Statutes of Distribution (<) without taking out 
letters of administration. Before making the payment the directors 
most receive evidence of the death and a statutory declaration that the 
depositor died intestate, and that the claimant is entitled as above 
mentioned. Payment in this way is a complete discharge to the 
society, but any other person claiming to be next of kin or lawful 
representative of the depositor may take proceedings to recover the 
amount of the deposit from the person who has received it from the 
society («). 

Sub-Sect. 2. — TJnincorporaied Societies. 

793 . An unincorporated society may bofrow money to the 
extent (?«;) and for the purposes (a) authorised by its rules, but not 
otherwise (6). A rule which gives an unlimited power to bori ow is 
valid (c). It is not essential that there should be a rule giving an 
express power to borrow, if on the construction of the rules as a 
whole it appears that power to borrow is included within their 
scope (d), A rule giving power to borrow so as to make the 
members personally liable beyond the amount properly payable in 
respect of their shares would be ultra vires (e). 

.Borrowing by officers in their own names on behalf of the society is 
borrowing by the society, so as to entitle the officers in the bankruptcy 
of the lenders to set off against the debt other moneys due from the 
lenders to the society (/). So a society is liable for money in fact 
lent to it though the promissory note on wd)ich it was lent is one on 
which the directors, and not the society, are liable {<j). 

Sect, 2. — Exercise oj Borrowing Powers. 

Sttb-Sect. 1. — In General. 

794 . A building society may attach conditions to the repayment 
of money borrowed by it in addition to those required by law as 
above stated, and these conditions must be complied with before 
any action will lie against the society for rei)ayment. Thus, a society 

(<) 22 & 23 Car, 2, o. 10 ; 1 Jac. 2, c. 17, s. 7. See further, title Descent and 

DjSTinBUTION. 

(tt) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 29. See p. 353, ante. 
See generally, title Descent and Distkibction. 

Murray Y. BcoU (1884), 9 App. Cas. 519. 

(а) Mays V. Spamm (1870), 18 W. K. 400; Re Durham County Permanent 
lnve$iment, Land, and Building Society, Davis* Case (1871), L. B. 12 Eq. 516. 

(б) Be National Permanent Benefit Building Society, Ex parte Williamson 
(1869), 5 Ch. App. 309; Be Victoria Permanent Benefit Building, Investment, 
and Freehold Land Soci^y, HUVs Case (1870), L. B. 9 Eq. 605 ; Bichardson v. 
WUliamson (1871), L. B. 6 Q,. B. 276; Re Professional, Commercial, and Indus^ 
tried Benefit Building Society (1871), 6 Ch, App. 856 ; Ghapleo v. Brunswick 
Building Society (1881), 6 Q, B, D, 696, 0. A. 

(c) Murray v. Scott, supra, overruling Laing r. Reed (1869), 5 Ch. App. 4. 

(a) Be Mutual Aid Permanent Benefit Building Society (1885), 30 Ch. D. 434 , 0. A. 

(c) Be Wut London and General Permanent Benefit Building Society, [1894] 2 
Ch.. 352. 

{/) Ex parte Glennell, Be Davies (1861), 9 W. E. 880. 

(jf) Heath v* Ktdsgrove Permanent Budding Society (1887), 82 L. T. Jo. 449 
(county court case). See p. 840, an^e. 
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may require as a eondition precedent to payment production by the 
lender or someone authorised by him of a loan pass-book, given to 
him when the loan was made (A). A society may also stipulate that, 
if the available balance in hand is not sufiicient to pay ail lenders 
requiring repayment, repayments shall be made according to 
priority of notice ( 7 ). 

795. An incorporated society may give security for deposits or 
loans uiiloss the rules expressly or impliedly ''forbid it (/c). An 
unincorporated society may mortgage specific property to secure loans 
if the rules expressly or impliedly authorise it (1 ) ; but a mere power 
to borrow is not a suflScient ground for such implication, and a 
declaration in the rules that moneys borrowed are to be a first charge 
on the proyerty of the society negatives such an implication (m) . 

If security is given, it is a question of the construction of the instru- 
ment itself whether it amounts to a mortgage of specific property, 
or only constitutes a general charge on the assets of the society (w). 

The directors of a building society have no pow’^er to pledge the 
personal credit of the members as security for the repayment of 
moneys borrowed ( 0 ), and a rule professing to give them this power 
is ultra vires and void (p). The existence of such a rule will not, 
however, necessarily invalidate the rule giving the borrowing power, 
unless the two are so necessarily connected that the one must fall 
with the other (p ). 

Sub-Seot. 2. — Excessive Exercise of Borrowing Powers. 

796. Moneys borrowed by the directors of a society, whether 
incorporated (jf) or unincorporated (r), in excess of its borrowing 
powers, create no debt as against the society ; and any securities 
given by the society to secure the loan will be ordered to be 
delivered up(s)- Any moneys paid by the society to the lender in 
discharge of the loan may be recovered back by the society (f). If 


(//) Atkinson v. Bradford Third Equitable Benefit Building Society (1890), 26 
Q. K 1). 377. 

(t) Brett y. Monarch Investment BuUding Society ^ [1891] 1 Q. B. 367, 0. A. 

(k) There is no statutory provision in regaid to this power of incorporated 
Bucieties to give charges on specific assets as security for money borrowed by 
them. Ss. 15 (5) and 19 of the Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, 0 . 42), 
contain references to security given for a loan which it is apparently assumed 
that a society has power to give. 

(i) Murray v. Scott (1884), 9 App. Gas. 619, per Lord Blaokbxtiin', at p. 666; 
Re Durham County Permanent luvestmenty Landy and Building Society, Wilson's 
Case (1871), L. E, 12 Eq. 621 ; but see contrd, Moye v. Sparrow (1870), 18 W. 1^400. 
fw) Murray v. Scott, supra, 

( w) Jonts V. Swansea Cambrian Benefit Building Society ( 1880), 29 W. E. 382. 
( 0 ) Murray v. Scott, supra, per Lord Selborne, at p, 638 ; Be West London 
and General Permanent Benefit Building Society, [1894] 2 Ch. 352. 

Yp) Be Mutual Aid Permanent Benefit Building Society (1885), 30 Oh. D. 434. 
(y) Cross v. Fisher, [1892] 1 Q. B. 467, 0. A., per Lord Esher, M.E., at p. 478. 
(r) Brooks db Co, v. Blackburn Benefit Society (1884), 9 App. Gas, 867 ; Be 
Durham County Permanent Investment, Land, and Building Society, Davie* Case 
(1871), L. E: 12 Eq. 616. 

{«) Be Guardian Permanent Benefit Building Society (1882), 23 Oh. D, 440, 
per Jessel, M,E., at p. 451 . t 

(t) Blackburn and District Benefit Building Society t. Ounliffe, Brooks db Co* 
^1886). 29 Oh. D. 902, 0. A, ^ ^ 
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the lender be the society’s banker, he will not, in takihg the accounts, 
l>e allowed the benefit of the rule that earlier drawings out are, in 
the absence of specific appropriation, to be attributed to earlier 
payments in (a). 

The issue of a deposit note by an incorporated society, in accord- 
ance with its borrowing powers, to a person who had at an earlier 
date, when the society was unincorporated and was without borrowing 
powers, lent money to the society, does not improve the position of 
the lender, and the deposit note is unenforceable (i). 

797. When an advance to a building society creates no debt against 
the society because it is not authorised by the rules, the directors 
of the society, whether incorporated or unincorporated, are person- 
ally liable for the amount (c). It is not essential that the money 
should have been applied for the purposes of the society, or that a 
receipt or acknowledgment should have been signed by the direc- 
tors, if the money has been received by the person authorised, either 
expressly or by the course of business adopted, to receive deposits (d). 

798. If and so far as money lent to a society in excess of its 
borrowing powers has been applied in the discharge of lawful debts 
or obligations of the society, the lender is entitled to have his loan 
treated as valid, as the liabilities of the society are not thereby 
increased (<?). He is not, however, entitled to the benefit of any 
securities held by the creditor so paid (/). If the society has given 
the lender security for the amount of the loan, he may hold the 
security as a security for the amount applied in paying creditors of 
tlie society (g). If the money lent has been employed by the society 
in making advances and security taken in return, the lender to the 
society is entitled to such security as having been in fact acquired 
with his own money (/i), and is entitled to the benefit of the whole 
amount payable under the security, notwithstanding that, owing 
to the deduction of a premium or otherwise, the amount actually 
advanced by the society was loss (i). 


(a) Brooks <!h Co, v. Blachhum Benefit Society (1884), 9 App. Cas. 857. As to 
the general rule governing the appropriation of payments, see Clayton's Case 
(]816), 1 Mer. 572 ; and title Bankers and Banking, Vol. I., p. 58G. 

{b) Ex parte Watson (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 301, where the deposit note was issued 
on the lender’s agreeing to refrain from legal proceedings to enforce repayment 
of the loan. 

(c) In the case of an incorporated society the liability is statutory (Building 
Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 43 ; looker v. Wrigley (1882), 9 Q. B. D. 
397). In the case of an unincorporated society, the liability depends on an 
application of the principle of warranty of authority {Richardson v. Williamson 
(1871), L. R. 6 Q. B. 276). 

id) Chapleo v. Brunswick Building Society (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 696, 0. A. ; Cross 
V. Fisher, [1892] 1 Q. B. 467, 0. A. 

(e) Brooks & Co, v. Blackburn Benefit Society, supra. Compare Re Wrexham, 
Mold, and CkmnaKe Quay Rail. Co., [1899] 1 Ch. 440, C, A. 

(/) Re Wrexham, Mold, and Gonnah's Quay Rail. Co., eupra. 

'(^) Blackburn Building Society v, Cunliffe, Brooks k Co. (1882), 22 Ch. D. 61, 
C. A., not appealed against on this point, Brooks db Co. v. Blackburn Benefit 
Society, eupra ; see ibid., per Lord Blackburn, at p. 866. 

(h) BlaMum and District Benefit Building Society v. Cunliffe, Brooks k Qq, 
(1885), 29 Oh. D. 902. 

\i) Neath Building Society v. luce (1889), 43 Oh. D, 168. 
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Part X. — Surplus Funds. 

Sect. 1. — Investment or other Application^ , 

^ 799 . Unincorporated societies are, subject to the rules, autho- 
rised^ to invest their surplus funds in real or Government 
securities, in any of the chartered banks in Scotland, or in the 
Bank of the Commercial Banking Company of Scotland, and 
not otherwise (A), power being given to alter, transfer, or sell the 
securities (J). The powers of investing trust funds given by 
statute (m) to trustees do not apply to the funds of a building 
society, such funds -being vested in trustees who have no power of 
investing, but only invest under the direction of the board of 
directors (n). There is no provision in the statutes defining what 
are “ surplus funds ; and, in the absence of any recorded decision 
on the point, it is presumed that they are such funds as are not, 
at the time of investment, required for effecting the ordinary 
purposes of the society. 

800 . Incorporated societies, as the rules permit, may invest the 
surplus funds upon real or leasehold securities, in the public funds, 
in parliamentary stock or securities, and in any stock or securities 
payment of the interest on which is guaranteed by Parliament (o), 
and in any security in which trustees are for the time being autho- 
rised to invest (p), and, if terminating societies, also with other 
incorporated building societies (q). They may also invest in 
Government stock through a savings bank, provided that the 
Government stock credited by the bank to the society does not 
exceed ^500 stock at any one time (r). Por the purpose of invest- 
ments in the public funds or upon the security of copyholds, a 
society or the directors or committee may appoint or remove 
trustees (s). 

801 . Funds of an unincorporated society may be invested in 
the purchase (whether from members of the society (t) or from 
strangers) of freehold estates even if the rules do not confer any 

(/c) Friendly Societies Act, 182y (10 Geo. 4, c. o6\ s. 13, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4, except as regards 
investments in savings hanks, in whicli unincorporated building societies are 
expressly forbidden to invest by s. 6 of the latter Act. 

(1) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 60), s. 13, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), hj s. 4. 

(wi) Trustee Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 63), s. 1 . 

In) Be National Permanent Mutual Benefit Building Society (1889), 43 Ch. D. 431. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 25. 

(v) Building Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 58 Viet, c, 46), s. 17. See Trustee 
1893 (66 & 67 Viet. c. 53), ss. 1, 2, 6 (1) ; Colonial Stock Act, 1900 (63 & 64 
vict. c. 62), 8. 2 ; and title Trusts and Trustees. 

(q) Building Sodeties Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 42), s. 25, 

(r) Building ^cieties Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Vict. c. 47), s. 16 (1) (h>. For 

the meaning of “ savings bank and of “ Government stock,” see Savings 
Bank Act, 1893 (56 & 67 Vict. c. 69), s, 5 and Sohod. I ; and title and 

Banking, Vol. I., p. 676. 

( 0 ) Building Societies Act, 1874 ^7 ^ 38 Vict. c. 4^), s. 25, 

CvMll y. ^t«gdow,(184!7), I 494, per Pahice, B., at p. 606. 
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eipress power to that efifeet (a), and d fortiori if they do confer such Skot. i. 
power {b) ; but the society must be able then and there to make Investment 
payment in full, and to make it out of surplus funds. No society or other 
must do ‘anything that would be tantamount to altering its consti- Apnlicatibn. 
tution, such as changing it into a freehold land society (b). 

An incorporated society may purchase a building for conducting 
its business, and may purchase land for the purpose only of erecting 
thereon such a building (c). 

A society may lend its surplus funds on mortgage either to Mortgage, 
strangers (d) or to its own members (e), and the security in the case 
of loans to members may be either freeholds (e) or leaseholds (/), 

802 . The permanent investments of building societies are con- Permanent 
trolled by the Acts, which give power to invest in certain securities investments, 
only (g). 

Funds of building societies, if improperly invested and in such a Following of 
condition that they are ear-marked, may be followed and recovered (b ) . funds. 

But they are not trust funds subject to the general powers of 
investment given by law to trustees (?‘). 

Unauthorised investment of surplus funds does not put an end Unauthorised 
to the society or alter its constitution, but at most gives rise to a investments, 
right to a remedy in equity (A;). Loans to persons not mentioned 
in the Acts are not illegal, but only unauthorised, and they there- 
fore would be valid if sanctioned by all the members, and can be 
recovered from the borrowers (Z). 

803 . Unincorporated societies may make temporary deposits of Temporary 
their funds in the Bank of England to the account of the National ^i^posifs 
Debt Commissioners, provided no deposit be less than ±‘50 (m), and 

in the funds of any savings tonks within the meaning (and sub- societiee. 
ject to the provisions) of the Savings Bank Act, 1828 (n), without 

(а) Mullock Y, Jenkins (1851), 14 Beav. 628. 

(б) Grimes Y. Harrison {]So9), 26 Beay. 435. For the distinction between a 
froehold land society and a building society, see ibid,, per Lord Romilly, M.E., 
at p. 441 : “ Freehold land society buys land with the funds contributed by the 
members of the sociefcjs and then divides it amongst them ; but a benefit building 
society advances to its borrowing members money derived from the subscriptions, 
and which the borrowing members themselves lay out in the purchase of lands 
or buildings and then mortgage them to the society.’* For freehold laud 
societies, see title Indttstkial, Peovident and similar Societies. 

(c) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 37. 

(d) Re Kent Benefit Building Society (1861), 1 Drew. & Sm. 417, Kindees- 
liEY, V.-O., at p. 424. ' ' 

(tf) Cutbill Y. Kingdom (1847), 1 Exch. 494. Such loans, of course, have no 
oonnectioji with advances. 

(/) Moirrison v, Glover (1849), 4 Exch. 430, These cases {Re Kent Benefit 
Building Society , supra ; Cutbill v. Kingdom^ supra ; and Morrison v. Glover^ supra) 
were decisioDS under the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will 4, o. 32), but 
considering the more ample powers of in vestment ^iven by the Building Societies 
Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet o. 42), s. 25, it is submitted that they would apply to 
incoTporatea societies also. 

^ (jjf) Mardy v. Metropolitan Land and Finance Go, (1872), 7 Ch. App. 427. 

(h) lUd, 

(«) Be National Permanent Mutuod Benefit Building Society (1889), 43 Oh. D. 431. 

(A) R, Y. D'Eyncowrt (1864), 4 B. & S. 820. 

Q) Re Gdiman (1881), 19 Oh, D. 64 (a friendly society case). 

(fn) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 56), s. 31, incorporated in the 
Buil^g^SocietieB Act, 1836 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(«) 9 Geo. 4, 0 . 92. 
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being subject to the restriction as to amount imposed on friendly 
societies by that Act (o). 

An incorporated society may malie temporary deposits in a 
savings bank (p), provided that the whole amount of the funds of 
the society, exclusive of Government stock (g), credited by the 
bank to the society does not exceed at any one time (r). 

Sect. 2. — Transfer of Stock. 

804. In the case both of unincorporated societies and of incor- 
porated societies special provisions are made with regard to the 
transfer of stock in the Bank of England and the Bank of Ireland 
standing in the names of trustees of building societies. When 
stock or funds are standing in the names of persons as trustees of an 
unincorporated society, and the trustees, or any of them, are out of 
the jurisdiction, or bankrupt, or insolvent, or lunatic, or it is not 
known whether they or he be living or dead, then the court is 
empowered to direct that the stock and funds be transferred to such 
persona as the society may name (or to the other trustee or trustees 
where all are not so incapacitated), and that the dividends be paid 
to them accordingly («). 

In corresponding circumstances in the case of incorporated 
societies the Registrar is given power upon a written application 
from the secretary or other officer of the society and three directors 
or three members of the committee of management to direct the 
transfer of stock into the name of any person or persons. The 
persons to transfer are the surviving or continuing trustee or trustees 
or in their default the officials of the Bank of England and the Bank 
of Ireland respectively (t). 

Tlie application must be in the prescribed form, and accompanied 
by a statutory declaration verifying the facts, also in prescribed form, 
and the certificate of the stock (u). 

Incorporated societies, but not unincorporated societies, come 
within the Forged Transfers Acts, 1891 and 1892 (a). 


Part XI. — Disputes. 

Skct. 1. — In Oeneral. 

805. As building societies are, in the contemplation of the 
legislature and to a large extent in fact, aggregations of persons of 


(o) Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 9, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

( 'p) That is, a trustee savings bank or a post-office sayings bank, but no other 
(Savings Bank Act, 1893 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 69), s. 5 (1) ). , See title Bankers and 
Banking, VoL I., pp. 576—580. 

(j) See Savings Bank Act, 3893 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 69), s. 5 (2) and Sobed. I. 
fr) Building Pieties Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 16 (1) (a). 

U) Friemily Societies Act, 1829(10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 16. See also iWd., ss. 18, 19. 
h) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 26. 

(ii) Building Society Bcgulation^ 1895, rr, 16 — 19. A fee of £1 is payable 
(ibtcl., r- 41). For the form, see ibtd., Forms Q and A ; Encyclopsedia of Fonns, 
Vol. in., pp. 65--68. 

(a) 54 A, 55 Viot. c. 43, s. 3 ; 55 & 56 Viot, c. 36, a. 1. As to ttieso Aots^ see 
title COJ4PANXES, 
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Small means engaged in the pursuit of a desirable object, the policy 
has been adopted of furthering their efforts by freeing their opera- 
tions from all unnecessary expense. With this object special pro- 
vision has been made for the economical settlement of disputes 
between a society and its members without recourse to the ordinary 
courts (6). 

Every society, whether incorporated or unincorporated, must by 
its rules provide a tribunal to which any disputes between the 
society and its members or any person claiming under them may be 
referred for settlement (&). In the case of an incorporated society the 
tribunal must be either arbitrators, the Eegistrar, or the court (c), 
and in the case of an unincorporated society .either arbitrators or 
the justices of the peace for the county in which the society may be 
formed [d). 

If the matter in difference is a dispute within the meaning of the 
provisions above referred to, the ordinary tribunals have no juris- 
diction to deal with it in the first instance (e). 

Sect. 2. — Arbitration, 

Sub- Sect. 1. — Election of Arhitrator», 

806 . Where the rules of a society direct disputes to be referred to 
arbitration (/), arbitrators must be named and elected in the manner 
provided by the rules or, if there be no such provision in the rules, 
at the first general meeting of the society (.^). Notwithstanding 
that the rules provide that the election is to be made at the first 
general meeting, an election at a subsequent meeting w^ould be 
good Qi). No one can be chosen as an arbitrator who is interested 
directly or indirectly in the funds of the society (i). The names of 
the arbitrators must in the case of an incorporated society be 
entered in the minute book of the society, and in the case of an 


(6) See Thompson v. Planet Benefit Building Society (1873), L. K. 15 Eq. 333, 
per Bacon, V.-(J.,atp. 347 ; Prentice y, London L. E. 10 0. P. 679, 686, 688. 

(c) Buildiiig Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 16 (9). The court is 
the county court of the district in which the chief office or place of meeting 
is situate (/fc/t/., s. 4). 

{d) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 27, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will, 4, c. 32). by s. 4. 

(e) Ex parte Payne (1849), 5 Dow. & L. 679 ; Norton v. Counties Conservative 
Permanent Benefit Building Society ^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 246, 0, A. See further 
p. 387, posU 

(/) Arbitration as a method gf settling disputes is applicable to both incor- 
porated and unincorporated societies, and as the statutory provisions in each 
case are similar, it is convenient to treat of both classes of societies together. For 
the principles applicable to arbitrations generally, see title Ariutkation, VoL I. 

(^) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vict. c. 42), s. 34. The choice in 
the first instance of arbitrator.s of an unincorporated society is not now material, 
as no more unincorporated societies can be formed, but the procedure was in 
fact the same except that there was no corresponding provision allowing the 
method of election to be dealt with by the rules. 

(A) Christie v. Northern Counties Permanent Benefit Building Scibiety (1889), 
43 Ch. D. 62, per North, J., at p. 66, such a provision being directory only. 

(») Building Societies Aqt, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. o. 42), s. 34 ; Friendly Societies 
Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56}, s. 27, incorporated ia the BuUding Societies Act, 
1836 (6 & 7 WiU* 4, c. 32), by s, 4. 
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unincorporated society in the book in which the rules of the society 
are entered {j). 

In case of the death or refusal or neglect to act of any one of the 
appointed arbitrators, a new arbitrator must be elected to act in 
his place, such election taking place in the case of an incorporated 
society at a general meeting of the society (/c), and in the case of 
an unincorporated society at the next meeting of the society or of 
the general committee of the society (?)- 


Sub-Seot. 2. — Procedure in regard to Arbitration^ 
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807 . In each case of dispute a number of the elected arbitrators 
not less than three*' must be chosen by ballot, the number of the 
arbitrators, which accordingly must be more than three, and the 
mode of ballot being determined by the rules of the society (m). If 
when a dispute arises for decision there is not a sufficient number 
of elected arbitrators to enable the dispute to be referred in com- 
pliance with the rules, an election of new arbitrators may then be 
held ; and the arbitrators then chosen will be entitled to take part, 
if chosen, in the decision of the dispute (n). 

If in the case of an incorporated society either party to a dispute 
fails for forty days to comply with an application under the rules 
for arbitration, any person concerned may apply to the county court 
by petition to have the dispute determined (o). In the case of an 
unincorporated society, the rules of which provide for arbitration, if 
any member or person claiming under a member makes application 
to the society or an officer thereof to have a dispute settled by 
arbitration, and such application is not complied with within forty 
days, any justice may, on complaint on oath, summon the officer of 
the society against whom the complaint is made, and the dispute 
may be determined by any two justices (p). 

808 - Notice of tlie intention to proceed with the reference must 
be given by the arbitrators to the member who is a party to the 


(y) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 34 ; Friendly Societies 
Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. o6), s. 27, incorporated in the Building Societies Act, 
1836 (6 & 7 Will 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

^A:) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 34. 

(1) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 27, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), oy s. 4. 

(tji) Building Societies Act, 1874(37 & 38 Viot. c.42), s. 34 ; Friendly Societies 
Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 27, incorporated in the Building Societies Act, 
1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(?/) Norton v. Counties Conservative Permanent Benefit Building Society, [1895] 1 
Q B. 246, 0. A., overruling Christie^ v. Northern Cowitiea Permanent B&neJU Building 
Society (1889), 43 Ch. D. 62, This was the case of an incorporated society, and it 
was said that the member should apply for a mandamus to compel the society 
to elect arbitrators. See, however, as to this case, the Reports of the Chief 
Begistrar of Friendly Societies for the year ending December 31, 1894, Part A, 
p. 55, Oompsra in the case of an unincorporated society, Beeves v. }rAt«c(1852), 

1 7 Q. B. 995. An alternative and preferable course would be for ffie member to 
wait for fo/ty days and then apply to the county court or justices. See in/Va, 
and pp. 385, 386, posU 

(o) Bui^ng Sooiirties Act, 1874 (87 & 38 Viet. c. 4S), s. 35 (1). 

{ tp) Friendly Societies Aet, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c, 40), s. 7, incorporated in 
the Building ^odetiies Act; 1836 (6 ft 7 WilL 4, c. 32), by s. 4, 
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dispate. Notice which might under the rales be sufficient notice to 
the member in connection with the business of the society is not 
nee^arily sufficient notice by the arbitrators of their intention to 
proceed (g). 

809. The arbitrators may, if they think fit, refuse to hear 
counsel (r). 

810. The provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1889, apply to arbi- 
trations where the reference is made under the rules of a building 
society so far as such provisions are consistent with the Acts 
regulating building societies, or with any rules or procedure 
authorised or recognised by such Acts(.s). 

811. Arbitrators to whom a dispute arising in connection with an 
incorporated society is referred may, at the request of either party, 
state a case for the opinion of the Supreme Court on any question 
of law («), but they cannot be compelled to do so (a). The law with 
regard to unincorporated societies differs in that arbitrators not only 
may, but can be compelled to, state a case (b). There is no appeal 
from the opinion expressed by the court on a case stated by an 
arbitrator in the course of a reference (c). 

812. If the dispute is one arising in connection with an incor- 
porated society, the arbitrators have power to grant to either party 
such discovery, as to documents and otherwise, as might at the 
date of the passing of the Building Societies Act, 1874, have been 
granted by any court of law or equity (d). Discovery on behalf of 
the society is made by such officer as the arbitrators determine (e) . 

813. If the arbitrators, in the case of an incorporated society, 
refuse, or for twenty-one days' neglect, to make any award, any 
person concerned may apply to the county court to determine the 


(j) Where the rules of a society provided that all summonses, circulars, and 
notices should be deemed served if posted to the last entered address of a 
member, and notice of an intention to proceed was TOsted by the arbitrators, 
but not received by the member, it was held that me notice was insufficient, 
and that the arbitrators could not proceed in his absence without giving him 
fui'ther notice {Hilton v, HiU (1863), 9 Lu T. 383). 

(r) Be MacQuem and Nottingham Caledonian Society (1861), 9 0, B. (n. s.) 793. 
See title Babbistbes, Vol. II,, p. 376. 

(fl) Arbitration Act, 1889 (32 & 33 Yict. c. 49), s. 24 ; and see generally title 
ABBITltATIOBr Yol. L 

(Q Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet., c, 42), s. 36, 
fa) Building Societies Act, 1894 (37 & 38 Yict. o. 47), s. 20. 

Arbitration Act, 1889(52 & 63 Yict. c. 49), s. 19; Tabernacle Permcmeni 
Building Society v. Knight, [1892] A, C. 298. This case was decided in connection 
wiffi the Build^g Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 3$ Yict. c. 42), but it is equally 
applicable to unincorporated societies. The law has since been chitngea with 
regsa:d to incKxrporated societies, as above stated, by the Act . of . 1894, but the 
d^ieson still applies to unincorporated societies. 

(o) Be Knight and Tahemaele Permoment Building Society, [1892] 2 Q. B. 613, 
0. A., decided on the terms of s. 10 of the Arbitrattoii Act, 1889 (39 & 33 Yict. 
c. 4^, but tte terms of a. 36 of the Building Societicis Act, 1874 (37 A 38 Yict 
0 . 4^rBre very similar. Spe title AbbitbatioiTi Yol. 1., p. 464. 

Buildiog Societies Act, 1374 (37 A 38 Yiot c* 42), s, 36. 

(e) 
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dispute (/). In the case of the refusal or neglect to make any award 
by the arbitrators of an unincorporated society, the dispute may be 
determined by two justices {g). This procedure is also available 
when an award has been made, but is not binding because Jiot made 
in accordance with the rules (h). 

Sub-Sect. S.—The Award. 

814. It is not necessary that the arbitrators should be unanimous. 
Ati award may be made by a majority (i). 

There are no statutory provisions regulating the form of the 
award in the case of incorporated societies, except that the award 
must limit a time within which it is to be complied with (fc). In the 
case of unincorporrfted societies, the form of the award has been 
fixed by statute (Z). 

815. An award made according to the true purport and meaning 
of the rules {m) is binding and conclusive on all parties, and final to 
all intents and purposes, without appeal, and is not removable into 
any court of law% or restrainable by the injunction of any court of 
equity (n). 

When part of an award is on the face of it ultra vires, and is 
severable from the rest of the award, the court can stay proceedings 
as to that part (o). 

816. In the case of an incorporated society, should either of the 
parties to the dispute refuse or neglect to comply with the award 
within the time limited therein, the county court, upon proof of the 
making of the award and of the refusal of the party to comply 
therewith, will enforce compliance upon the petition of any person 
concerned (p). 


(/) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viot. c. 42), s. 35 (1). As to the 
form of application, see note (s), p. 385, poet 

{g) Friendly Societies Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 7, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1886 (6 & 7 Will. 4), c. 32, by s. 4. 

(//) R. V. Grant (1849), 14 Q. B. 43, per Lord Denman, O.J., at p. 63. Com- 
pare BacJie V. JHUingham, [1894] 1 Q. B. 107, 0, A., a friendly society case, 
wheie an award was held binding though made improperly, but not in a way 
oontraiy to the rules of the society. 

(?) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 34 ; Friendly Societies 
Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 27, incorporated in the Building Societies Act, 
1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(/»:) IHd, The form of award by the Registrar (Building Society Regulations, 
1895, Form A) may be adopted. 

{1) Form annexed to Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, o. 56), incor- 
porated in the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32\ by s. 4, 

(w) See B. v. Grant, supra, at p. 63, where an award was held bad as having 
been made after hearing the evidence of one side only, the rules providing 
that evidence on both sides should bo heard. Compare Bachs v, Billingham, 
supra, 

(n) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viefc. c. 42), ss. 84, 36; Friendly 
SocietieB Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 66), s. 27, incorporated in the Bufiding Societies 
Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by s. 4. 

(o) Armitage v. Walker (1855), 2 K & J. 211, per Wool), V.-C., at p. 226. 

(p) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), a. 34. The proceedings 

will he commenced by plaint and Bummons in the ordinary way, the party claip^ing 
to be entitled to the award being plaintiff, and partiojilars must be filed st&ng 
the relief claimed (County Court 1903, ()rd. 41, r. 4). See title Oqtoty 

O0TOT8, 
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Til the ease of an unincorporated soeiefc\", if either of the parties 
fofuisefl or neglects to comply with the award, the party a^yneved 
apply to any justice o[ the peace residing in the county in 
which the society is held, and such justice may, upon proof of the 
making of the award and the refusal to comply therewith, vsunimon 
the defaulting party to appear at a time and place to be named in 
the summons. Upon tlie appearance of tlie defaulting party or, in 
default of appearance, upon proof of service of the summons, any 
two justices may deal with the matter and make such order as 
seems to them just, including a dinn lion toi)ay costs not exceeding 
ten shillings (q). 

If any sum of nn)ney awarded by the justices is not immediately 
paid together wit! j the costs, the justices nifiy by warrant under their 
hands and seals cause the sum and costs to be levied by distress and 
saleof the moneys, goods, chattels, securities and effects of the society 
or party in default, as the case may be, or other legal proceeding, 
together with the costs of the distress ajid 8al(3 oi* other proceeding (</). 

If no sufficient distress is found or if the legal proceeding is 
ineffectual, then the sum and costs above rolerred to are to be levied 
by distress of the proper goods of the party or of the officer of the 
society neglecting or refusing to comply \vitli the aw^ard, by other 
legal proceedings. 

An officer of a society, however, who is compelled to pay any sum 
under an award or order of justices, is entitled to he repaid out of 
the moneys of tlie society, or out of the first moneys thereafter 
received by the society (5^). 

Justices, if npplied to, are bound to enforce an award once it is 
made. Tliey are not entitled to go behind the award and consider 
such questions as whether the society by acting ultra vires has not 
freed the member from any liability for further payments (/)• 

Sect. 8 . — 'The Couniq Court. 

817 . The power of the county court to act in the decision of 
disputes is confined to disputes arising in incorporated societies. 
Where the rules of the society direct disputes to be referred to the 
court or to justices, tlie county court is the primary tribunal («). 
But in certain events the court has also jurisdiction where the rules 
direct disputes to be referred to arbitration, and one party has failed 
to arbitrate (t), or the arbitrators have failed to make an award {a). 

The county court has the same powers of stating a case and 
granting discovery as arbitrators, and the same provisions apply as 
to the finality of its determination (b), 

(q) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 06), s. 27, incorporated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by e. 4. 

(r) R. V. D*Eyncourt (1864), 4 B. & S. 820. 

{ 9 ) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), a. 35 (2). The pro- 
ceeding will be by plaint and summons in the ordinary way, the member being 
plaintm, and the society being defendant (County Court Rules, 1903, Ord. 41, 
r. 2). Particulars of demand stating the nature of the dispute and the relief 
claimed must be filed (ibid., r. 3). See title Couirry Cotjkts. 

(t) See p. 382, ante. * 

Seep. 383, ante. 

;;(5) Building Societies lict, 1874 (37 38 Viet, c, 42), s. 36 ; and see pp. 383, 

SS4, ante; and title Arbitration, YoL L, pp. 462, 464, 470. 

^ H.L. — III. 
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Sect. 4. — Justices of the Peace, 

818 . The justices play the same part in the case of unincorpo- 
rated societies as the county court does in the case of incorporated 
societies. 

Where the rules of the society direct disputes to be referred to 
justices, any justice may, on complaint being made to him of any 
refusal or neglect of any member or ofBcer to comply with the rules, 
summon the person against wdiom the complaint is made to appear 
at a time and place named in the summons. Upon appearance of 
the person summoned or, in default of appearance, upon proof of 
service of the summons, two justicos may i)roceod to hear and deter- 
mine the dispute according to the rules of tlie society (c). If the 
award directs payment of a sum of money, the award may be enforced 
in the same way as a similar award made by arbitrators {d). 

The justices also have jurisdiction when the rules direct disputes 
to be referred to arbitration, and the society has failed for forty 
days to arbitrate (^), or the arbitrators have failed to make an 
award (/). 

819 . If justices award that a member who has been expelled from 
a society should be reinstated they may also award to the expelled 
member, in default of reinstatement, such a sum of money as they 
shall think just and reasonable, payment of which may be enforced 
in the same way as payment of money awarded by arbitrators may 
be enforced (/;). 

820 . E\eiy sentence, order, and adjudication of justices in a case 
in which they have jurisdiction is final and conclusive to all intents 
and purposes, and is not removable into any court of law or 
resirainable by injunction of aii}^ court of equity (//). 

Sect. 5. — The Registrar, 

821 . The Registrar (i) has jurisdiction to decide a dispute arising 
in an incorporated society if the rules direct disputes to be referred 
to him, or if the parties agree to refer the particular dispute to 
him 0)- When the rules provide for referejice to the Registrar, and 
either party fails to fill up and execute the portion of the submission 

(c) FrieixUs’’ SocicaAos Art, 1820 (10 Goo. 4, c. 56), s. 28, incori^orated in 
the Building ISocietios Act, 1866 (6 & 7 Will, 4, c. 62), by s. 4. 

(d) Ibid. ; and isc8 p. 6^5, ante. 

(G Soe p. 8S2, ante. 

if) See p. 381, ante. 

(g) Friendly Societies Act, 1S.64 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 40), s. 8, incorporated in the 
Building Societies Act, 1866 (6 it 7 Will. 4, c. 32), hy s. 4. As to enforcement 
of payment, see p. 685, ante. 

(h) Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 56), s. 29, incorpoi'ated in 
the Building Societies Act, 1866 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 62), by a. 4. 

(i) See p. 324, ante. 

ij) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 68 Viet. c. 42), s. 34. For form of 
reference, see Building Society Regulations, 1895, Fonn A G ; Encyclopaedia of 
Forms, Vol, TIL, p. 66. It must bo executed in duplicate (Building Society 
Regulations, 1895, r. 32), and the Registrar may require statements to be sup- 
ported by statutory declaration (ibid ). If the Rogistfar desires the parties to 
appear, he may give notice in Form A H (ibid., r. 63). 
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relating to his or its case, the other party may send the submis- 
sion to the Registrar (k). 

The Registrar may grant discovery (1) and state a case on a ques- 
tion of Jaw for the opinion of the Supreme Court (mh His award 
has the same eflfect as that of arbitrators (w)» equally is final and 
binding (o). 


Sect. 6. — Jlliat Disputes must he referred. 

Sub-Skot. 1 . — Unincorporated Societies. 

822. Dealing first with unincorporated societies, the cases have 
established two principles wliich serve as a guide. 

The first principle is that a dispute, to be i*e*feiTed in accordance 
with the Acts, must be a dispute between the society and a member 
in his capacity as member. TIjus, a claim by a society n, gainst an 
officer of a society who has purchased land on behalf of the society 
and endeavoured to retain it for himself, on the pretext that such 
a purchase would be an nlha vires act on the part of the society, 
is not a dispute wffiich can bo referred luuler the rules of the 
society (p). The question whether or not a person is member of 
a society is not such a dispute ({/), 

The second principle is that, for a dispute to 1)0 within the scope 
of the statutory provisions for reference, the machinery set up 
by the statutes must he adequate to deal with it completely (r). 

The proper method, therefore, of deciding questions between a 
society and a member involving claims on the covenants or other 
provisions contained in a mortgage (s), or the right to redeem the 
mortgaged property (t), or accounts as between mortgagor and 
mortgagee (a), is by action in the ordinary courts. 

Questions regarding the rights of withdrawing members must be 
decided by the statutory machinery, and a member who has given 
a notice of withdraw^al which has been accepted by the society 
still continues to be a member within the meaning of the provisions 
for referring disputes (U). 
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{k) Building Society Bogulationa, 189o, r. 82. 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1874 (87 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 38. For the form of 
order, see Building Society Regulations, 1895, Form A K. 

(w) Building Societies Act, 1874 (87 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 36; but this is not 
compellable (Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), 8. 20). 

(n) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 34. For the form, see 
Building Society Regulations, 1895, Form A I. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 86. 

Ip) Mullocfc V. Jenkins (1851), 14 Beav. 628. 

(o) Prentice Jcnidon (1876), b. B. 10 0. P. 679. (.Unnpare WHlis v. Wvlls^ 
ri892] 2 Q. B, 225 ; Palliser v. Dale, [1897] 1 Q. B. 257, 0. A. 

(?•) See Fleming y. isIcZ/ ( 1 854), 3 l)e G-. Si. & O. 997. 

(s) Outhill V. Kingdom 01847), 1 Exch. 494 ; Morrison v. G/over (1849), 4 Excli. 
430; Doe d. Morrison v. Glover (1850), 15 Q. B. 103 ; Farmer v. Giles (1860), 5 
H. & N. 753.' Reeves v. White (1862), 17 Q. B. 995, has not been followed. 

U) R, V. Trafford (1854), 4 E. & B, 122 ; Fleming v. Self, snpm ; Hnclch v 
Lvvdonny (1887), 66 L. J. (oh.) 437. 

lie; Mtdkern v. Lord (1879), 4 Cas. 182. 

J?>) Trott V. Hughes (1850), 16 Jj. T, (o. s.) 260; Armitage ?. Walker (1855) 

K it J. 2U ; Wright y. Deeley 4 B. t 0. 209 ; thukle v. IfTZson (1877) 

0 3 
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Where the executor of a deceased member has, in accordance 
with the rules, been dealt with by the directors of a society on the 
footing that he is in the position of a member, he may be a member 
for the purpose of having a dispute between liim and the, society 
referred to arbitration (c). 

Sub -Sect. 2. — Incorporated Societies. 

823. The law' on this subject dealing with incorporated societies is 
practically the same as that with regard to unincorporated societies, 
except where express provision is made by the rules of a society (d). 

The word disputes *’ in the Acts regulating incorporated societies, 
or in the rules of an incorporated society is deemed to refer only 
to disputes between ‘the society and a member,, or any repre- 
sentative of a member in his capacity of a member of the society, 
unless by the rules for the time being it is otherwise expressly 
provided (<?). In the absence of such express provision, it does not 
apply to any dispute between a society and a member or any other 
person wdiatever as to the construction or effect of any mortgage 
deed or any contract contained in any document other than the 
rules of the society. Subject to the same qualification, it does not 
prevent the society or member, or person claiming through or 
under a member, from obtaining in the ordinary course of law any 
remedy in respect of any mortgage deed or other contract contained 
in any document other than the rules to which it or he would 
otherwise be entitled (/'). 

A withdrawu’ng member of an incorporated society continues to 
be a member for the i)urpoRe of referring disputes (r/). 

A claim against a former director for sums of money which he 
is alleged to have i-eceived on behalf of the society and appropriated 
to his own use is a proper case for an action (h). 


2 0. P. D. 410 ; Johmony. Altrincham Permanent Renejit Building Society (1883), 
49 L. T. 568; Thompson y. Planet Benefit Building Society (1873), Tj K. lii Eq. 
333, where Bacon, V.-C., declined to follow Smith v. Lloyd (1859), 26 Beav. 507, 
and Doubleday y. Hosking (1869), L. B. 15 Eq. 341, n. 

(c) Compare KeUall v. Tyler (1856), 25 L. J. (kx.) 153. 

\a) Municipal Permanent Investment Society v. Richards (1888), 39 (,'h. 1). 372, 
per Stibxinq, J., at p. 383. 

(e) Western Suhnrhm and Noiiing IIiU Permanent Bmefit lJuilding Society v. 
Martin (1886), 17 Q,. B. D, 609, 0. A., per Fry, L.J., at p. GIS. 

(./■) Building Societies Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 41), s. 2, as inteiprctod by 
II esfer?! Suburban and Noiiing Hill Permanent Benefit Building Society y. Martin^ 
supra, and altering the law as laid down in Wright v. Monarch Investment 
Building Sodety (1877), 5 Oh. ]). 726; ilacJc y. Londmi Provident Building 
Svcift//(18Sif), 23 Oh. I). 103, (\ A.; and Municipal Building Society v. Kent 
(1884), 9 App. Cas. 260, all holding that questions concerning mortgages to 
incorporated societies must be refeiTed. 

(y) Walker v. General Mutual Building Society (1887), 36 Oh. D. 777, 0. A. ; 
Davies y. Second Chatham Permanent Benefit Building Society (1889), 61 L. T. 
686; Norton v. Counties Cornervaiive Permaneid Benefit Building Societv^ [18951 
1 Q. B. 246, C. A. J 

(A) Municipal Permanent Inreslmeut Building Society v. Richards^ supra. 
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Part XII.— Accounts and Inspection of 
Books or Affairs. 

Sect. 1. — Accounts. 

824. Building societies, whether unincorporated or incorporated, 
are under statutory liability to render accounts. These accounts 
are of two sorts ; those rendered to the society by its officers, or by 
anyone having any of its assets in possession, and those rendered 
by the society to its members. Incorporated societies must 
mabe suitable provision in their rules for yie due taking of the 
accounts (i). 

826. Every person, whether an officer of the society or not (/c), who 
has in his possession any of the money, effects, funds, or securities 
of an unincorporated societ}^ must on demand in writing from the 
society or from the committee hand in his accounts at the usual 
meeting of the society, and pay over all moneys in liis possession, 
and transfer all securities (/). Similar provisions exist in the case 
of incorporated societies (m), 

826. Every society must prei^are an annual account, which, in 
the case of an incorporated society, must be in the form prescribed 
by, and must contain such particulars as are directed by, the Chief 
Registrar of Friendly Societies (u), and, in particular, must include a 
general statement of the funds and effects, liabilities and assets, invest- 
ments and mortgages of, the society. This account must be made 
up to the end of the official year of the society to which it relates [o). 
The account must be attested by the auditors and countersigned by 
the secretary or other officer (p). A copy of the account must be 
sent to the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies within fourteen days 
after the meeting at which the account was’ presented, or within 
three months after the expiration of the official year of the society, 
whichever period expires first (a). A copy mu.st be suspended in a 


(i) Building Societies Act, 187-1 (Cw & 88 Vief. c. 42), s. I(J (8). 

(/c) ife Briton Friendly (1852), I W. 11. 50, 

S Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Geo. 4, c. 50), b. 14, inrorporiited in tlio 
ding Societies Act, 1830 (0 & 7 Will. 4, c. 32), by a. 4. 

(m) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 38 Viet, c, 42), h, 24. 

(w) Ihid. ; Building Societies Act, 181M (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), ss. 21 (1), 
26(1). FoiTna of iiccount, with a memorauduin n« tu the lujiuner of mskiiig 
out the account and statement, are issued by the registry ollico. For fnrru 
of account of an incorporated society, see JKncvelop.-ndia of Forms, Vol. III., 
p. 71. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1804, s. 2 (1). “Official year ” means in t)»o case 
of societies formed after the passing of the Building Societies Act, 1894, the 
year ending December 31, and in the case of any other society the year 
ending with the time up to which its annual acx’ount and Mtatement was made at 
the passing of the Act of 1891 {ihid , s. 2 (4) ). 

(p) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 40; Buflding Societies 
Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 47), fl, 2(2). As tn the duties of the auditors ui 
regard to tne annual ac^iunt, see p. 344, ante. 

(a) Builduig Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Yict c, 47), s. 2 (3). 
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conspicuous place in every oiBce of the society, and every member, 
depositor, and creditor for loans is entitled to receive a copy (b ) . 

For any breach of the provisions relating to accounts the 
society and the officers responsible are liable on summary convic- 
tion to a fine not exceeding £20 for each offence, and/ for a 
continuing offence, to an additional fine not exceeding a 
week (c). 

When any incorporated society is dissolved, the i)ersoii having 
the conduct of the dissolution must send a special and certifi(d 
balance-sheet to the Registrar within tw^enty-eight days from tlie 
termination of the dissolution (cl) . 

Sect. 2.^-Inspcciion of Books or Affairs, 

827 - The Registrar may, on the application of ten members of 
an incorporated society who have been members for not less than 
twelve months, appoint an accountant or actuary to inspect the 
books of the society and report thereon (e). 

The applicants must give security for tlie costs of the inspection, 
l)ut the Registrar may direct the costs to be paid either by the 
applicants or the society or the members or officers past or 
present (/). 

The person appointed may make copies or extracts from tlje 
books, and the Registrar must communicate the resiiUs of the 
inspection to the applicants and the society (y). 

828 - The Registrar may also, on the application of one-tenth of 
the members of an incorporated society or of 100 monibers in the 
case of a society consisting of more than 1,000 members, and wu’th 
the consent of the Secretary of State, appoint an inspector to 
examine into and report on the affairs of the society (h). 

The applicants must give security for the costs of the inspection, 
but the Registi ar may direct the costs to be paid bj^ the applicants 
or the 60ci(3ty or })i*esont or past members or officers (?). 

The inspector may require the production of all l)ooks, securities, 
and documents, and may examine on oath the officers, members, 
and servants (A ). 

The Registrar may appoint an inspector without such application, 
but wu’th the consent (»f the S<3cretary of State, when the society 
has for two months after notice failed to make correct or complete 


(h) Uuililing Socieffi}s Act, 1874 (87 & 88 Viet. c. 42), s. 40. 

(f) Building Socioties Act, 1801 (o7 k <jS Viet. c. 47), s. 21. 

(i/) yfr/c?., 8. 11. 

(c) Biiilding Societies Act, 1804 (.77 & r>S Viet. c. 47), s. 4 (1). b’or form of 

application, see Encyclopiodiii of Forms, Vol. 111., ]j. SO. A fee of £l is 

payable (Building Society Begulations, 180.7, r. 41). As to invest igati on with a 
view to dissolution, see j). 894, pouf. 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1894 (.77 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 4 (2). 

M Ibid., 8. 4 (3), (4). 

(/i) For form of application and of statutory declaration to 

accompany it, see Building Society Regulations, 1S9.7, r. 86, and Forms A L, 
A M ; and Encyclopsodia of Forms/ Vol. IIL, pp. 81 , S‘>. A fee of £1 is payable 
(Building Society Regulations, 1895, r. 41). 

(c) Building i^oieties Act, 1394(57 & 58 Viet. c. 17), sTS (2) (c), (d), 

(k) /lid,, a. 0 (8). 
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any return required by the Acts, or where evidence is furnished by 
a statutory declaration of not less than three members of facts 
which, in liis opinion, call for investigation (1). 


Part XIII. — Amalgamation and Transfer. 

829. Two or more incorporated societies ma}^ unite and become 
one society, with or without any dissolution or division of the funds 
of such societies or either of them, or an incorporated society may 
transfer its engagements to any other incol-porated society, upon 
such terms as shall be agreed upon by three-fourths of the members 
of each of such societies present at general meetings respectively 
convened for the purpose, provided either (1) that each such three- 
fourths majority hold amongst them not less than two-tliirds of the 
total number of shares of the x)articular society On), or (2) that the 
agreement for union or transfer agreed upon as above mentioned is 
approved of in writing by ilie owners of the same proportion of 
shares of each society, whether present at the meeting or not(?i). 

Notice of the union or transfer must be sent to the Registrar and 
registered by bini (o). 

830. The registration by the Registrar of the notice of union or 
transfer operates as a conveyance, transfer, and assignment, as at 
the date of the registration, of the funds, property, and assets of the 
societies uniting to the united society, or of the society trans- 
ferring its engagements to the society to which its engagements are 
transferred, as may bo set forth in the instrument of union or 
transfer. Tliis provision does not, however, ajiply in the case of 
stocks and securities in the public funds of (ireat liritain and 
J rebind, or in tlie case of estates in customary or copyhold 
hereditaments the title to which cannot ))o transhu'red without 
admittance (p). 

A union or transfer of engagements does not affect the rights of 
any creditor of any society uniting or transferring its ejigage- 
ments (q). 

Unincorporated societies cannot amalgamate ( 7 ). 


(2) Building Societies Act, 1804 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s. 0 (6). Por form of 
declaration, see Encyclopedia of Eoims, Vol. III., p. 812. It will be observed 
that even in this case the Eegistrur has no authority to defray the expenses out 
of public fluids. 

(m) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 33. 

(?i) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 19. Eor form of 
resolution for union, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. 111., p. 37. 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet, c. 42), s. 33. Hie notice must 
be sent in duplicate (Building Society lleguiations, 1895, rr. 30 and 31). For 
forms of notice, see ibid., Forms A E and A F; and Encyclopaedia of Forms, 
Vol. ill., p. 38. A foe of 10s. is payable (Building Society Kegulations, 1895, 
r. 41). 

(p) Building Societies Act, 1877 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 63), s. 5. This is the only 
reference in the statutes to an “ instrument ” of union or transfer. 

(g) Ibid . ; Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. 0 . 42), s. 33. 

(r) lie Liverpool etc, Buildimj Society (1871), 15 Sol. Jo. 177* 
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Part XIV.— Dissolution and Cancellation or 
Suspension of Registry. 

Skct. 1. — Incorporated Societies, 

Suii-SE(rr. 1. — DUsolulion hy InstrumenU 

831 . A society may be dissolved with the consent of three-fourths 
of the members holding not less than two-thirds of the shares. 
Their consent is testified by tlieir signatures to an instrunioiit of 
dissolution. The instrument of dissolution is binding on all 
members of the societry’, and must set forth (1) the liabilities and 
assets of the society in detail, (‘2) the number of members and the 
amount standing to their credit in the books, (3) the claims of 
depositors and other creditors and the provision made for their 
])aj’meut, (1) the intended appropriation or division of the funds 
and property of the society, and (5) the names of one or more 
persons to be appointed trustees for the special purpose and their 
remuneration (s). 

The instrument must be executed in duplicate (a), and must be 
registered in the same manner as the rules (6). When sent for 
registration the instrument must be accompanied by a statutory 
declaration by an officer of the society stating that it has been 
signed in the manner mentioned (c). 

Each member must sign both duplicates of the instrument (d). 
Joint holders of a share are reckoned as one member in calculating 
the number of consenting members, but they must all sign the 
instrument of dissolution, though a member who holds a share jointly 
with others and also a share in his own name need only sign each 
duplicate once {e), Infafit members {/) and members who have 
given notice of withdrawal and have not been paid {g) may consent 
to a dissolution, and must be taken into account in calculating the 
number of members of the society. The duly authorised agent of 
a member may sign the instrument on behalf of his principal Qi). 

Subject to the same provisions regarding consents, signature, 
and registration, the instrument of dissolution may be altered (i). 

832 . During the progress of the dissolution the Building 
Societies Acts continue to apply to the society as if the trustees 

(fi) BuLLdiiif? Societies Act, 1874 (o7 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s. 32 (3). For foim of 
instrument, see Building Society Kogulations, 1895, Form T : and Encyclopaedia 
of Forms, Vol. III., p. 86 

fa) Building Society Kegulations, 1895, r. 20. 

(h) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), s. 32 (3). 

(c) Building Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 20. For form of declaration, 
see ibid., Fotm U ; and Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. Ill,, p. 87. 

(d) Deunuon y, Jeffs, [1896] 1 Oh. 611. 

(«) Ibid. 

(/) Ibid, 

&) 8ibun V. JPearce (1890), 44 Ch. D. 354, 0. A. See p. 359, ante. ' 

(h) Dennison r. Jeffs, supra. But see 2nd Edmhurgh and Leiih 493rd Starr 
Bowhm Building So(^ety v. Aiiken (1892), 29 Sc. L. B. 456, where the Court of 
Se^on held that a signature by an agent was not sufficient. 

(i) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 32 (3), 
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appointed under the instrument of dissolution were the board of 
directors or committee of management of the society (/c). 

Withdrawing members entitled to priority under the rules whose 
noticeg have matured before the date of the dissolution retain 
their priority in a winding-up under an instrument of dissolution (Z). 
The representatives of deceased members have priority over with- 
drawing members {m). 

The rights of members under the rules cannot be altered by the 
•-instrument of dissolution, unless the alteration has been previously 
sanctioned so as to be effective as an alteration of rules (a). 

Advanced members cannot on dissolution be compelled to pay 
the amount payable under their securities or the rules except at 
the times, and subject to the conditions, therein expressed (o). 

833. Within fourteen days after the termination of the dissolu- 
tion notice in duplicate of such termination must be sent to the 
Eegistrar (p). 

Within twenty-eight days after the termination of the dissolu- 
tion the liquidators, trustees, or other persons having the conduct 
of the dissolution must send to the Eegistrar an account and 
balance-sheet, signed and certified by them as correct, showing the 
assets and liabilities of the society at the commencement of the 
dissolution, and the mode in which those assets and liabilities 
have been applied and discharged. Persons failing to comply 
with this requirement are subject to a penalty of £5 a day during 
default (q). 

834. A trustee of an instrument of dissolution who relies entirely 
on his co-trustee and takes no active part in the execution of the 
trust does not act ‘‘ honestly and reasonably ** (?j, so as to be entitled 
to claim relief from liability {Si). 


Sub-Sect. 2, — J)isf(olutio7i under the HnJes. 

835. An incorporated society may be dissolved in manner pre- 
scribed by its rules (t). 

Notice in duplicate of the commencement of the dissolution must 


(k) Building Societies Act, 1891 (57 & 5tS Viet. c. 47), s. 9. 

(/) Barnard v. Tvmson^ [1894] 1 Oh. 374 ; Ue Counties Conservative Permanent 
Benefit Buildmg Society, [1900] 2 Ch. 819 ; and see p. 360, ante. 

(m) Re West London and General Permanent Benefit Building Society (1898), 
78 L. T. 393 ; He Counties Conservative Permanent Benefit Building Society, supra ; 
and see p. 361, ante. 

(n) E.g., taking away the prioi ity of members who had given notice of with- 
drawal {Botten V. Citii and Suhurhau Permanent Building Society, [1895] 2 Ch. 
441). 

(o) Building Societies Act, 1894 (o7 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s, 10; Kemp v. Wright, 
[1895] 1 Oh. 121. 

(p) Building Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 28. Por form of notice, see 
ibid., Form A 0; and Encyclopsedin of Forms, Vol. III., p. 91. 

(^) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. o. 47), 1894, s. 11. 

(r) See Judicial Trustees Act, 1S96 (59 t'k 60 Vicl. c. 35), s. 3 (1). See further, 

title Tritsts and Tkusteeh. ’ 

(s) Be Second East Dulwuh 745</i Starr -Bowkett Building Society (1899), 
47 W. R. 408. 

(f) Building Societies Act. 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42). s. 32 (2). 
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be sent to the Eegistrar within fourteen days after the commence- 
ment of the dissolution (a). ^ ^ 

The same statutory provisions with regard to the Building 
Societies Acts continuing to apply to the society during the dis- 
solution, with regard to sending an account and balance-sheet 
to the Eegistrar on the termination of the dissolution, and with 
regard to the rights of advanced members, apply as in the case of 
dissolution by instrument (f>). 

8(7U-Sect. 3 . — Dissolution hy Award of Ileyistrar. 

836. If an application in writing (c), stating that the society is 
unable to meet the claims of its members, and that it would be for 
their benefit that it should be dissolved, and requesting an investiga- 
tion into tlie affairs of the society with a view to dissolution, is made to 
the Eegistrar by one- tenth of the members of an incorporated society, 
or by 100 members where the total number of members exceeds 
1,000, the Eegistrar may investigate the affairs of the society, but 
he must first give two months’ previous notice in writing to the 
society at its registered chief office or jdace of meeting (d). 

If on such investigation it appears that the society is unable to 
meet the claims of its members and that it would be to their 
advantage that it should be dissolved, ilio Eegistrar may, if he 
considers it expedient, award that it should be dissolved, and if he 
so awards must direct how its affairs are to be wound up (c). The 
award may be suspended for a period to enable the society to make 
such changes in its rules as will, in the opinion of the Eegistrar, 
obviate the necessity for dissolution (/). 

Within twenty-ojie days after making the award the Eegistrar 
must insert notice thereof in the London Gazette, and in some news- 
paper circulating in the county in which the chief office or place of 
meeting of the society is situate ig). 

Sus-SeoT- 4, — Windin<j~i(p under the Vomininies Acts, 

837. An incorporated society may be wound up either voluntarily 
under the supervision of the court or by the court (//). 


(a) Building Society Kegulatione, ISOo, r. 26 (2). Bor the form of notice, see 
ibid., Form A A ; and Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. 111., p. 89. A fee of 28, 6d. 
is payable (Building Society Eegulatioiis, 189o, r. 41). 

(&) Building Societies Act, 1894 (07 & o8 Viet. c. 47), ss. 9 — 11 ; and see 
pp. 392, 393, ante. 

(c) For the form of application, see Building Society licgulutions, 1895, 
Form W; and En cyclopaedia of Forma, Vol. III., p. 88. 

(d) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), h. 7 (1). For the form 
of notice, see Building Society Ilegulationa, 1895, Form X. 

(e) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47). s. 7 (2). For the form 
of awai'd, see Building Society Begiilatioiis, 1895, Form Y. 

(/) Building Societies Act, 1891 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), a, 7 (2). 

(jjr) Ibid., e. 7 (3). For the form of notice, see Building Society Eegulatious, 
1895, Form Zj. 

(fi) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 32 (4). A mere 
voluntary windiug-up does not seem to be authorised. See Palmer’s Company 
Preoedeuts, Part jfl., 9th od., p. 716. Ah to mu king an onler for winding-up 
hy the court when tJio liquidation has been henuu ^under supervision, stjc 
Companies (Windwig-iip) Act, I.'jOO (53 iS; 54 Viet. o. 63), s. 14; and title 

CoUrANiKS, 
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Every iiiciorporated society is a company witliiii (lie irieaning of 
the Companies ("Winding-up) Act, ld90 (i) ; and ejiaclinents 
for the time being in forco for llio winding up of com panics in the 
Charicfery Division of the High Court, whether enacted before or 
after 1874, apply to the winding up of building societies {k ) ; and the 
same rules, therefore, both as to the court which will have juris- 
diction in the winding-up jiiid otherwise, apply to an incorporated 
society wound up by or under the supervision of the court as 
would apply to a com[)aiiy registered under the Companies Acts (1), 

Tlie jurisdiction is vested in the High Court, the Chancery 
Palatine Courts, and the county courts ( 7 a). If the capital of the 
society paid up or credited as paid up exceeds 1^10,000, the pro- 
ceedings must be in the High Court or Palatine Court; and if the 
])aid-up capital does not exceed that sura, the proceedings must, if 
the chief ottico of the society is within the jurisdiction of a county 
court having jurisdiction under the Companies (Winding-up) Act, 
1890, be in that county court (n). 

In the case of incorporated societies wound up in the county 
court the Companies Acts, 18G2 to 1890, and the rules made there- 
under, HO far as the Acts and rules relate to winding-up, apply, and 
the winding-up is conducted in all respects as if the societies were 
companies registered under the Companies Acts ( 0 ), The costs of 
winding-up are taxed on the Supreme Court scale ( 0 ). 

838. In each case the petition for the order of the court must be 
made either by a member authorised to present the petition on 
liehalf of the society by three-fourths of the members present at 
a general meeting of the society specially called for the purpose, 
or by a judgment creditor for not less than ^650 (p). 


(i) oS & 64 Viet. c. I).*! ; liuildiiig Societies Act, 1894 (67 & 68 Viet. c. *17), h. S, 
See before that Act Ite Portsea Island Building Society^ [1893] 3 Ch. ‘206. 

(A-) Re Fortsea hfaiid Building Society, supra; Jones v, Swansta Camhriixu, 
Benefit Building Society (1880), 29 W. li. 382 ; Jle Sunderland \yind Universal 
Building Society (1888), 21 Q. B. I). 349, 

(Z) proceedings against an officer for misfeasanco under s. 10 of tho 
Oompaiiiea (Winding-up) Act, 1890 (63 &. 54 Viet. c. 03) (Re Ijihti^aior Permanent 
Benefit Building Society (1894), 71 L. T. 406). As to winding up of companies 
generally, see title Companies. It must, however, bo remombered that many 
provisions of the Companies (Winding-\ip) Act, 1890, do not apply in the case 
of a winding-up under supervision (ibid.), 

(n\) Companies (Winding-up) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 63), s. 1 (1). 

(«) Ibid., s. 1 (2), (3). There is no reported decision as to the moaning of 
capital “ paid up or credited as paid up ** in the case of a building society, but 
it would probably bo held to mean the amount paid up or credited as paid uj) on 
the shares in respect of which no advance had been made. As to which county 
courts have jurisdiction, see the County Courts (Bankruptcy and Companies 
Winding-up) Jurisdiction Order, 1899, s. 3, and Sclied. I. ; Statutory Eules and 
Orders Eo vised to December 31st, 1903, hi,, title County 0001 ^, England, 
pp. 78 — 86; and title County Couiits. As to transfer of proceedings from 
one court to another, see Companies (Winding-up) Act, 1890, s. 3 ; Companies 
(Winding-up) Eules, 1903, rr. 42 — 47 ; Statutory Eules and Orders Eevised to 
December Slst, 1903, ii., title Company, England, pp. 31-^33; and title 
Companies, 

( 0 ) County Court Eufes, 1903, Ord. 41, r, 12. 

(p) Building Societies Act, 4874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 32 (4). In the 
c^iae of the winding up of an incorporated society under the supervision of 
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Sect. I. Notice of the commencement of the winding-up must be given in 
luGoi- duplicate to the Registrar within fourteen days from the date of tlie 
porated supervision or winding-up order, as the case may be (q). 

S ocieti es^ Notice of the termination of the winding-up must be given 
Notices to “ duplicate to the liogistrar witliin fourteen days after such 
Kegistrar. termination (»). 
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839. The liability of an unadvanced nioinbor of an incorporated 
Bociety is limited to the amount which lio has actually paid or 
which at the comiiioncement of the winding-up is in arrear on 
his shares («)• unadvanced member wlio lias withdrawn is 
under no liability thpugh the withdrawal was less than a year 
from the winding-up (a). 

The liability of an advanced member is limited to the amount 
payable on his shares under any mortgage or other security or 
under the rules of the society (b). He may redeem on payment of 
this amount (c), but he cannot be called upon to pay except at the 
time or times and subject to the conditions expressed in the 
mortgage or other security or the rules (d). 

In case of a sale and transfer of shares after a compulsory 
winding-uj) order has been made the transferee is not entitled to 
be registered as owner without the sanction of the court. The 
court has power to order the register to be rectified by the insertion 
of the transferee’s name, but the exercise of the power is dis- 
cretionary, and an order will not be made except a strong case is 
made out (c^. 

Sub-Sect. 5. — Cancellation or Suspension of Registry. 

840. Where the Eegistrar is satisfied that (1) the certificate of 
incorporation has been obtained by fraud or mistake, or (2) the 
society exists for an illegal purpose, or (3) the society has wilfully 
and after notice from the Registrar violated the provisions of any 
of the Building Societies Acts, or (4) the society has ceased to 
exist, he may, with the approval of the Secretary of State and after 
giving not less than two months’ notice specifying the grounds for 
the proposed action (/), cancel the registry of a society, or suspend 


the court the society should pass a resolution for a voluntary winding-up in 
the same manner as if it were a company (see title Companies), and then 
authorise a member, in accordance with s, 32 (4) of the Building Societies Act, 
1874 (37 & 38 Viet. o. 42), to apply for a supervision order. 

(g-) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 32 ,* Building Society 
Begulations, 1895, r. 27. A fee of 2fl. 6c/. is payable on the registry of any such 
notice r. 41). For the form, see ibid.^ Form A B ; and Encyclopaedia of 
Forms, Vol. III., p. 90. 

(r) Building Society Eegulations, 1895, r. 29. For the form, see 
Form A D ; and Encyclopedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 92. 

(«) Building Societies Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 14; Brownlie y. Bussell 
, (1883), 8 App. Cas. 236. 

Re Sheffield and South YorJeshire Permanent Building Society (1889), 22 
Q. i. D. 470. See p. 300, ante, 

E BuildingBocieties Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 42), s. 14. 

Bnwnlie y. Bussell (1883), 8 App. Oas, 235. 

Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c. 47), ‘s. 10. 

(e) Be Onward Building Society^ ^ 

(/) For the form of notice, see Building Society Eegulations, 1896, Fom fl. 
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the registry for any period not exceeding three months, and he may 
also from time to time, with the like approval, renew the suspension 
for a similar period (^r). 

When application is made to the Registrar to exercise his 
compulsory power of cancellation, he may require the applica- 
tion to be made in duplicate and to bo supijorted by a statutory 
declaration (//). 

841. Notice of the ciiNcolling or Buspension iiinyt he advertised 
ill the London Gazette and in some newspaper circulating in the 
county in which the liead office of tJio society is situate (i). 

If the registry is cancelled or suspendod for a period exceeding 
six months, an appeal lies to the High Court (j). 

The Registrar may also, if he thinks lit, cancel tiie registry of a 
society at the request of llie society (/.). 

842. A society, after the cancellation or during the suspension 
of its registry, absolutely ceases to enjoy the privileges of an incor- 
porated society, but without prejudice to any liability incurred by the 
society, and any such liability can be enforced as if no cancellation 
or suspension had taken place (Z). It will become a partnership 
with individual liability, and, if consisting of more than twenty 
members, an illegal association (vi). 

Sect. 2. — Unincorporated Societies. 

Suh-SecT, 1. — DissohUiun, 

843. It is doubtful whether the enactment contained in the 
Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (n), which provides for dissolution with 
the consent of five-sixths in* value of the existing members ascer- 
tained in a special manner, is ajiplicable to building societies. It 
might apply to an unincorporated society if the enactment has been 
incorporated in the rules (o). 
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(r/) Building: Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. C (1), (2). 

(h) Building Society Reg:ulation8, 1895, r. 9. 

(i) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 6 (2). For form of 
advertisement, see Building Society Ilegulatioiis, 1895, Form L. 

(j) Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 68 Viet. c. 47), s. 6 (3). 

(/f) Ibid., s. 6 (4). For form of application, see Building Society Regulations, 
1895, Form Gr. The application must name a newspaper in which the can- 
cellation may be advertised, and must be accompanied by a sum to pay for the 
advertisement in that paper and in the Gazette {ihid.^ r. 8). 

S Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 47), s. 0 (5). 
t) Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 89), s. 4. See Re Ilfracombe 
Permanent Mutual Benefit Building Society, [1901] 1 Ch. at p. 113 ; Shaw v. 
Benson (1883), 11 Q. B. D. 663; Re Thomas, Ex parte Poppletmi (1885), H 
Q. B. D. 379 ; and title Companies. For a discussion of the results which 
would follow from this state of things, see Reports of the Chief Registrar of 
Friendly Societies for the Year ending December 31, 1894, Part A, pp. 48—60, 
quoted in Davis’s Building Societies, 4th ed,, p. 80. 

Ui) 10 Geo. 4, c. 56, s. 26. 

(o) Compare Re London and Metropolitan Counties Benefit Building and 
Investment Society, [1§89] W. N. 18. It may, however, be pointed out that 
some of the provisions of the Friendly Societies Act, 1829 (10 Oeo. 4, o. 66), 
s. 26, are clearly not applicable to building societies. 
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Sub-Sect. 2. — Winding-'Up under the Compa/iueB AtU. 

844 . An unincorponited society may be wound up as an 
unregistered company under the Companies Act, 1862 (p), except 
where the society was established after 1856 and has not been 
incorporated under the Act of 1874 ((2^). 

The court has also jurisdiction to make an order in the case of a 
society whose certificate of incorporation has been cancelled (?•). 

To give the court jurisdiction the society must have at least 
sp.ven members at the date of the petition (s). Representatives of 
deceased members, trustees of bankrupt members, and past 
members, althougli they may bo liable to contribute, are not 
inemliers (f). 

846 . The petitioner may bo a creditor (a) or an unadvanced (i) 
or advanced member (c). A p(4ilioner who is a member of the 
society stands in a different position from one who is a creditor, as 
he is not entitled to an order ex dehiio jufitiiue. 

The court before making the order will take into consideration 
the interests of all parties and the circumstances of the case 
generally (d), including the wishes of the majority of the members (c). 
Thus, an order has been refused where it would not have been to 
the advantage of the members generally (/), where it would have 
been of no service to the petitioner (r;), where the petitioner Ixad 
not previously taken the opinion of the members, as required by 
the rules (/i), and whore the costs of the winding-up would have 
been too great (i). 

846 . Any application for an order vesting the pro})erty of the 
society in the liquidator ought to be made in the name of the 

(p) Conqmin’ea Act, 1S62 (20 & 26 Viet. c. 8a), ss. lOa — 204 ; Re No, 6 Midland 
Counties Benefit Building Society (1664), 4 Do 0. J. & S. 468. Compare Be St, 
(icurgds Building (1857), 4 Drew. 15^ ; Re Dunraster Permanent Building 

Society (1866), L. 11. 3 Dq. 158; Re Queen's Benefit Rnilding Society (1871), 6 
Cli. App. 815; Re Cilfoden Benefit Building Society (1868), 3 Ch. App. 462. Soe 
title Companies. 

{q) Re Ilfracomhe Permanent Mutual Benefit Building Society, [1901 j 1 Ch. 102. 
The contrary has been ex]»re8sly hold in Scotlaiitl (Smith's Trustees v. Irvine and 
Fullerton Building Society (1905), 6 (Ct, of Sess.) 99). See nolo (y), p. 325, ante, 
(r) Re Qrosvenor Iloim Property Acquisition and investment Building Society, 
[1902] W.N 115. 

(a) Companies Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 89), s. 199. 

(f) Re Bowling and Welhy, [1895] 1 Ch. 663, C. A. Re National Permanent 
Benefit Building Society, [1867] W. N. 225, contra, must bo treated as overruled. 

(aj Re No. 3 Midland Counties Beiu'fi.t Building Society, supra. A person who 
has lent money for the purposes of a society which has no power to borrow is 
not a creditor (Re National Permanent Benefit Building Society^ Ex parte 
Willunnson (1869), 5 Ch. App. 309). 
f 5) Rc Queen's Benefit Building Society, supra. 

M Re Professional, Commercial, and huhstrial Benefit Building Society (1871), 
6 Ch. App. 856, where an order was refused. 

{d) Be Ilfracomhe Permanent Mutual Benefit Building Society, supra. 

(e) Re Professional, Commercial, and Industrial Ben^t Building Society, supra, 
if) Be Planet Bmefit Building and Investmerd Society (1%T2), L. R. 14 Eq, 441. 
Be London Permanent Benefit Building Society (1869), 17 W. R. 613, 

Be London and Metropolitan Counties Benefit Building and Investment 
Sc^iety, [1889] W.N. 18. 

(i) Re Second Commercial Benefit Building Society (1879), 48 Ti, J. (cH.) 753, 
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society and served on the trustees (fc). If there is more than one 
liquidator, and they sell the real estate of the society, they must all 
execute the conveyance, otherwise only a share of the legal estate 
proportionate to the number executing the conveyance will pass (/). 

Where land subject to a rent-charge is vested in the liquidator of 
a building society under the order of the court, the liquidator is 
not personally liable to pay the rent-charge (m). After the liqui- 
dator has repudiated the land subject to a rent-charge, no claim in 
the winding-up for arrears of the rent-charge accruing after the 
repudiation will be allowed (n). 

847. Apart from liabilities created by special rules and subject 
to the liabilities in respect of the costs of \^inding-up and debts 
owing to outside creditors mentioned below, the position of advanced 
and unadvanced members of an unincorporated society in a wind- 
ing-up is similar to that of members of an incorporated society (o). 
Unadvanced members who have withdrawn and advanced members 
w'ho have redeemed are no longer members, and are subject to no 
further liability (p). 

All members, advanced and unadvanced, are personally liable 
without limit for all ordinary debts incurred in the proper carrying 
on of tlie business of the society while they wore members ( 7 ). But 
in res[)ect of moneys lent to the society they are not liable beyond 
the amounts payable by them under the terms of the rules and 
tables (r). 

848. The liability of uiiadvanced members in regard to other 
members is limited to the amounts which they have paid or are, 
under the rules, liable to pay up to the commencement of the 
winding-up (s). They are not liable to calls for the purpose of 
adjusting the rights of unadvanced members inter se (0 . Unadvanced 
members who have given notice of withdrawal expiring before the 
winding-up are entitled to be paid in priority to members who have 
not given notice (it). 

Advanced members are entitled to redeem their mortgages in 
accordance with the rules, and are not bound to remain to share 
losses, notwithstanding that they miglit have been entitled to share 

(k) lie Albion Mutual I^ertnanent Building Society (1888), ol L. J. (CH.) 248. 

(/) lie tJbsivorth and Tidy (1889), 42 Ch. D. 23. 

( 7 /i) Oraham v. Edge (1888), 20 Q. B. D. 683, C. A. 

(n) Be Blackburn and District Benefit Building Suriety, Et yarte Graham 
(1889), 42 Oh. 1). 343. 

( 0 ) lie Middlesbrough etc. Building Society (1889), 08 L. J, (CU.) 771. See 
p, 396, ante. 

(p) Be West Bidiny of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society ^ Ex parte 
Pullman (1890), 46 Ch. 1). 463. 

(q) Be West London and General IWmanent Benefit BuildDiy Society, [18fl41 
2 Ch. 352, applying the doctrine of principal and agent. 

(r) Ibid,y per Wright, J., at p. 371, 011 the ground that borrowing is not 
necessary for the purposes of the business of a building society. 

(s) Be Middlesbrough^ Bedcar^ and Saltburn etc. Building Society, supra. 

(Q Be Doncaster Permanent Building Society (1867), L. R. 4 Eq. «j79. 

(it) Walton V. Edge L1884), 10 App. Cas. 38; Middlesbrough, Bedcar^ 
Salthurn-hy~the-Bea, and Chveland District Permanent Benefit Building Society 
No. 2 (1885), 53 h. T. 203. 
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profits if any profits had been ma{]e(/t?). They may, however, be 
required to pay up immediately the amount owing on their securities, 
less any discount to which they would be entitled on voluntary 
redemption under the rules (a). They are not liable to a call, for the 
purpose of making up any deficiency in the amount owing to 
unadvanced members (6), unless the rules specially so provide (c). 
If, however, there is such a special provision, payment of such a 
call will be secured by the mortgages given by the members if they 
purport to secure, in addition to fines etc., “ other payments ” in 
respect of their shares (c). They are also liable to contribute to 
the costs of the winding-up (d). 

If under the rules advanced members are liable for any contribu- 
tion to losses which the directors may have allotted to them in per- 
formance of their duties under the rules, they will be liable for any 
losses notwithstanding no apportionment has been made before the 
winding-up (e). 

The fact that a mortgage by a non-member to a society contains 
a recital that the mortgager holds certain shares in the society is 
not sufficient, in the absence of other evidence of membership, to 
render the mortgagor subject to the liabilities of a member (/). 


(to) Tosh V. North Hr Hiah Building Societg (188G), 11 App. Cas. 489; Ilf. 
Mtddleahrough , liedcar, and Saltburn etc. Building Society (1889), o8 L. J. (cil.) 
771 ; Be Britannia Permanent Benefit Building Society ^ [1891] W. N. 123. 

{a) Brownlie v. Bussell (1883), 8 App.Oas, 2i55, per Lord Bhamwell, atp. 259; 
London Provident Building Society v. Morgan^ [1893] 2 (i. B. 206. In both 
cases the societies wore incorporated, but the decisions were given before the 
passing of the Building Societies Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet, c, 47). Six months’ 
notice may bo necessary in some cases. See London Provident Building Society 
V. Morgan, supra, per Kennedy, J., at p. 273. 

(5) Re Doncaster Permanent Building Society (1807), L. E. 4 Eq. 579; Be West 
Loudon and General Permanent Benefit Building Society, [1894] 2 Ch. 352, pen' 
WiilOHT, J., at p. 373. 

((^ Re West Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Society (1890), 
43 Ch. D. 407, See Be Reliance Permanent Benefit Building Society (1892), 61 
L. J. (CH.) 453, where a call was made to repay preference shareholderB. 

(rf) Be West London and General Permanent Benefit Building Society, supra. See 
Re Albion Mutual Permanent Benefit Building Society (1888), 43 Ch. I). 410, n. 

(e) Re Albion. Matiud Permanent Benefit Building Society, supra; Re West 
Riding of Yorkshire Permanent Benefit Building Socu vy, supra. 

[f) Re Victoria Permanent Benefit Building, Investment and Freehold Land 
Society, Empson^s Case (1870), L. E. 9 Eq. 597. 
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Part I. — Duties of Executors and others 
as to Burial. 

Sect. 1. — Duf^ to dispose of Body, 

849 . Upon the death of any person the duty attaches to the sur- 
vivors — to use advisedly an indefinite expression — to bury or other- 
wise dispose of the body. The ordinary method of disposing of the 
body is by burial ; but there is no prohibition against other methods. 
Thus, even before the statute (ci) by which the jn’aciico is now 
recognised and regulated, cremation was not unlawful (b). Where 
the body is buried the law does not require that the interment should 
be in any particular place, nor, if the burial takes place elsewhere 
than in consecrated ground (c), does it prescribe any particular 
ceremony. Burial in private ground is permissible unless the user 
of the ground for that purpose amounts to a nuisance (d), or 
involves a breach of some statutory prohibition against burial in the 
particular locality (c). A disregard of decency in the disposal of a 
dead body would, however, generally be a misdemeanour as 
amounting to a common nuisance (/), and is perhaps a mis- 
demeanour apart from nuisance (gr). 

frt) Cromation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. S). 

(b) R, V. Price (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 247. 

(c) “Our Chuich knows no such indecency as putting the body into the 
consecrated ground without the service being a,t the same time performed” 
(Kemp V. Wickes (1809), 3 Phillim. 264, per Sir J. Nioholl, at p. 295) ; and this is 
still ttie law unless the conditions of the Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 
& 44 Viet, c, 41), are satisfied. See p. 424, post, 

(d) See Cowley {Lord) v. Byas (1877), 6 Ch. D. 944, C. A., per Jesbel, M.K., 
at p. 951. 

(e) E.g,, the prohibitions referred to at pp. 525, 5^6, post, 

^ f ) iL V. Pric€y supra, 

{y) The duty to dispose of a dead body has been described as a duty to 
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It is a misdemeanour to dispose of a body sc as to prevent the 
holding of an inquest over it in a rase wliere tlje coroner has 
reasonable ground for holding an inquest (h). 

850 . A persoji cannot by will or otherwise legally dis})ose of 
his body after death ; and any directions on the matter that he 
may have given are conseqiicjitly not legally binding upon his 
representatives (i)- There are, however, statutory ])rovisions 
enabling a person to give efToctive directions with regard to the 
anatomical examination of liis body after liis death O'), and the 
cremation of the remains of a person known to have left written 
directions to the contrary is proliibited (/»:). 

851 . The law as to the persons upon whom ilic duty of disposing 
of a dead body falls, and as to the nature of that duty (/), is 
imperfectly developed. Sucli a duty is, liowovor, recognised as 
incumbent on the executors of the d(3ceased (w/)- on the husband 
of a deceased wife(?/), on the parent of a deceased child (o), and on 
any householder on wliose premises the body lies(p) ; ami neglect 
of the duty may be a common law misdemeanour (</). 

852 . The law, in general, recognises no property in a dead 
body(7*) ; but it does recognise as incident to the duty to dispose of 

bury the body with decency, or to give it “Christian*’ burial. See Qilhm't 
V. Buzzard (1820), 3 PhiHim. 335, at p. 353 ; R. v. Stewart (1840), 12 Ad. & El. 
773 ; R, v. Vann (1851), 2 Den. 325. And, if tho duty is more than a moral 
duty, a breach of the duty without lawful excuse would seem to be a cuuniion 
law misdemeanour. See title OaiMiNAL La.w and Phoceduuk. 

(A) R. V. Brice (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 247 ; H, v. (1881), 13 Q. B. D. 331. 

(0 Williama v. Williama (1882), 20 Ch. D. (359. 

(j) Anatomy Acts, 1832 and 1871 (2 & 3 Will, 4, c. 75 (sec particulurly sa. 
7, 8) ; 34 & 35 Viet. c. 16). Soo further, title Medicine and ruAiiMACy. 

(A) Ci'emation Begulations, 1903, r. 3 ; and see p. 571, jivst. 

S The matter is complicated by the circumstance that a dead body loft 
uied will generally give rise to a nuisance, and that there are of course 
duties to obviate or remedy such a nuisance which practically involve tho duty 
of disposing of tho body. These duties are, however, from a legal point of 
view, distinct from the duties referred to in the text. 

(m) 2 Bl. Com. 508 ; and see the cases referred to pp. 406, 407, as to 
funeral expenses. 

(n) Jenkins v. Tucker (1788), 1 Hy. Bl. 91; Ambrose v. /Ter rison (1851), 10 
C. B. 776 ; Bradshaw v. Beard (1862), 12 C. B. (n. b.) 344, all relating to 
the recovery of funeral expenses from the husband. And see Clark v. London 
General Omnibus Co,, Ltd., ^906] 2 K. B. 648, C. A., per Eauwell, L.J,, at p. 663. 

(o) R» V. Vann (1851), 2 Den. 325, where the father of a deceased child was 
inoicted for failing to bury it, and the court, while expressing the opinion 
that it was the duty of a parent, if of sufficient means, to provide “ Christian *’ 
burial for his child (by"">rhich, however, they must be taken to have 
meant no more than that it was his duty to dispose of the body with decency, 
see p. 404, ante), held that the defendant’s want of means was a defence, and 
would have been a defence even if the indictment had been for nuisance arising 
from the unbuiied body, although the defendant could have obtained the neces- 
sary money from the poor law authorities on loan, as the defendant was not 
bound to incur a debt. The opinion expressed in this case was, however, 
doubted in Clark v. London General Omnibus Co„ Ltd,, supra, where it was 
suggested that the obligation on a father to bury his child may be a moral 
obUgation only. 

R. V. Stewart, supra. • 

(a) See R, v. Vann, supra. 

(r) See R, v. (1857), 26 J. (m, o.) 47, per Erdb, J., at p. 48. No 
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peot. 1. the body rlghtH to the possession of the body until it is disposed 
Duty to of (s). A creditor is not entitled lo retrain the dead body of his 

(ii^ose of tlebtor as security for his debt (t). 

Body. j \ / 

Sect. 2. — Funeral Expenses, 


Allowance out 
of deceased's 
estate. 


853. Proper funeral expenses are payable out of the pi’operty of 
the deceased in priority to any other cliai i^es (it) ; and the 
executor will accordingly be allowed in res[»ect of funeral expenses 
such amount, but such amount only, as is reasonable in the 
circumstances, regard being had, inter alia, to the position in life 
of tlie deceased. Jjcss will, however, he allowed wljere the estate 
is insolvent, at any rate if the executor knew or had reason to 
suspect that the osiate was insolvent, than in the case of a solvent 
estate {iv). The amount that will be allowed in the case of a solvent 
estate may be affected by the terms of (he will (.r). 


Payment of 854. An undertaker who performs a funeral suitable to the 
undertaker position and circumstances of the deceased may recover his 

reasonable charges from the executor of the deceased, liaving assets, 
without any specific contract (y\ unless he has given credit to 
another, in which case the executor is not liable to the under- 
taker {a), but isTiable to repay the person wlio employed the under- 
taker (&). 

If, however, the heir of a deceased intestate employs and 


doubt, however, a dead body may in some oircuin stances bo the Bubject of 
property, e.r/., in the case of a mummy. The shroud in which a doad body is 
wi apped remains the pro])oi*ty of the person to wdiom it previously belonged, 
and should he described accordingly in an indictment for stealing the shroud 
after burial Cust (1614), 12 Co. llep. 113). 

(s) 2 Bl. Coni. o08, as explained in Williams v. Williams (1882), 20 (,lh. D. 659, 
yer Kay, J., at p. 664. The right is spoken of in that case as being the right 
of the executors ; but no doubt other persons charged with the duty of disposing 
of the bodies of the dead have similur rights, e.g,, a husband in the case of a 
dead wife. 

(0 IL V. Fox (1841), 2 Q. B. 246; Jl v. Scott (1812), 2 Q, P>. 248, n., decided 
with reference to an attempt on the part of a gaoler to debiin, cm account of 
pecuniary claims, the body of a debtor dying in prison. See also Ayl. 
Par. 135. 

(it) 3 Co. Just. 202. See title Executors and Administrators. 

(lo) See 2 Bl. Com. 508 ; Offley v. Offley (1691), Free. Ch. 26, 27 ; Stag v. Punter 
(1741), 3 Atk. 119, where £60 was allowed where the deceased was apparently 
of large means, though, as it proved, the solvency of the estate was at least 
doubtful ; Stacpoole v. Siacpoole (1816), 4 Dow, 209, 227 ; Hancock v. Podmore 
(1830), 1 B. & Ad. 260, where, in the case of a captain on half-pay whose 
estate was insolvent, £79 was held to he too much, and £20 was suggested as 
reasonable; Edwards v. Edwards (1834), 2 Cr, & M. 612, the headnote of which 
api>eais to be inaccurate ; Bridge v. Brown (1843), 2 Y. C. Ch, Cas, 181 ; and 
compare MullicJc v. Mullick (1829), 1 Knapp, 245. The former strictness of the 
common law os to Urn allowance in the case of an insolvent estate (as to which 
see Shdhfe Case (1693), 1 Salk. 296, and Stag v. Punter, supra) is now relaxed. 
See Edvmrds v. Edwards, supra, 

(x) See /^aice v. Canterbury {Archbishop) (1807), 14 Ves. 364, at p. 372. 

(?/) Tuywell V. Jlegman (1812), 3 Camp. 298; Ambrose v. Kerrieon (1851), 
10 0, B. 776. 

(а) Rogers v. Price (1829), 3 Y, & J. 25 ; Brice ▼. WiUon (1834), 3 Nev. & 
M. (K. B.) 512. 

(б) See Orem v, Salmon (1838), S Ad. & El. 348, 
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voluntarily pays the undertaker, he cannot recover the amount so Sect. 2. 
paid out of the personalty (c). Funeral 

As the estate of the deceased is chargeable with the funeral Expenses, 
expenses, administration will in a jiroper case be granted to the 
undertaker as a creditor in respect of such expenses (d). * 

855 . A husband is liable for the funeral expenses of his wife, Liability of 
at any rate if she leaves no property, even though he may have husband, 
separated from her altogether, and though she be buried without 

his knowledge or request ; and ho is equally liable whether the 
person who causes the body to be l)uried is an undertaker or any 
other person (e). But a husband who is his wife’s executor is 
entitled to retain out of her estate the expenses of her funeral, 
although her will contaijLs no charge of debts or funeral expenses 
and the estate is insolvent (/). 

856 . An infant widow whoso husl)aijd dies without leaving assets Liability of 
is liable on a contract for the funeral expenses of her deceased 
husband ; but it would seem that an infant is not liable upon a 
contract for the burial of his parent (f/). 

857 . The funeral expenses of a person who has been killed by Persons killed 
the negligence of another ajipoar to be in no case recoverable from i>ynegligenee. 
the latter cither under the Fatal Accidents Act, 181G (//), or at 
common law (i). 

There are statutory provisions as to the funeral expenses of Seamen, 
sailors dying while on service, the effect of wliich is, shortly, to 
east the expense on the shipowner if the sailor dies from injuries 
received in the service of the ship and to provide for the deduction 
of such expenses from the sailor's wages in other cases (y). 


Part II.— Churchyards and Burial in 
Churchyards. 

Sect. J. — Property etc. in Ckurvliyanh. 

858 . There is in most parislu-is a burial ground, usually Parish 
adjoining the parish clmrcli, winch is recognised as the parish ehurciiyards. 


(c) Goleby v. Cvhbji (ISCdb I- dar. (n. S-) ‘lOC. 

(d) Newcomhe v. Ikloe (I8b7), Ii. R. 1 P. & I). iU4; Re Fowl er (18512), 16 Jur. 
S94. 

(e) Jenicifis v. Tucker (1788), 1 Hy. IM. Ul; Amhro'.e v. Kerrimt (1851), 10 
0. B. 776; Umdi^haw v. Btard (1862), 12 0. B. (n. s.) 

(/) He M^Myu (1886), 86 Ch. J). 575. 

( 7 ) Chappie V. Cooper (1844), 18 M. A W. 252. 

(h) 9 & 10 Viet. c. 03 (Lord (^Jiiuiphuirn Act). 

(*) See Clark V, London General OnLiiihar. Cv., A A/., [1906] 2 JK. B. 648, C. A., 
following Osborn v. CiUelf, (1873), fi. R. 8 Hxcli. 88, niid ovorruling Rpthrclly, 
Golding (1902), 18 T. Ji. R. 436. ^ 

(j) Merchant Shipping ^ct, 1894 (57 & 58 VicL c. 60), 3 . 207 (1), (5). As to 
the application of the section, see ihid.y ss. 260 — 266, and the defimtiun section, 
3 . 742. Soe generally, title SnirriNO and Naviuation. 
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When a burial 
ground is a 
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yard. 


churchyard, and, unless closed for burials by Order in Council (/»:), 
constitutes the ordinary place of sepulture for the parishioners. 
It is proposed in the present part of this title to deal with certain 
branches of the law relating to such burial grounds, which it will 
be convenient to term parish churchyards, and to burial therein, 
and incidentally to some extent with the law as to burial in 
consecrated ground generally- 

What conditions must be fulfilled in order that a burial 
ground should constitute a parish churchyard cannot be stated 
Muth certainty. Consecration, actual or presumed, appears to be 
essential, and there must, no doubt, be an intention that the ground 
should become a parish churchyard (Z). If a burial ground has 
been recognised fot any length of time as a parish churchyard, the 
presumption arises that the necessary conditions have been ful- 
filled. In some cases statutory provisions prevent there being 
any question as to whether a burial ground is a parish 
churchyard (vi). 


Frecbold 869. Where a parish has no rector, or the rector is himself the 

churchyard, incumbent, the freehold of the parish churchyard is, normally at 
least, in the incumbent. Where, however, there are both a rector 
and an incumbent, it seems that normally, in the case of an 
ancient churchyard, the freehold is in the rector (?0, but that in 


(/c) See pp. 526 et seq., jpo&t, 

(l) The question was touched upon in argument in Stewart v. West Derby 
Burial Board (1886), 64 Ch. D. 314, 333. 

(m) the enactments in aid of tho provision of churchyards referred to 
at pp. 432 et seq . , post. 

(«) That, apart from statutory provisions, tho freehold is primd facie in the 
parson, to use the general expression, is clear (Com. Dig. tit. Esglise, G. 1 ; 
Degge’s Parson’s Counsellor, 7th ed., p. 230). liut, while the better oi)inioii 
seems to he that, where there is a rector distinct from tlie incutfibent, the 
freehold is, in the absence of statutory provisions to the contrary, in 

the former (see Greemlade v. Darby (1868), L. R. 3 Q. E. 421 ; Walter v. 

Mouiitague (1836), 1 Curt. 253, per Dr. Lushington, at p. 260 ; Griffin v. 
Dighton (1864), 5 B. & S. 93, per CooiCUURN, C.J., at p. 103), there is some 
authority for the view that the freehold is in the incumbent, at least in the case 
of a vicar, and not in the rector (Com. Dig. tit. Cemetery, A. 2 ; Stephen’s 
Commentaries, 14th ed., Vol. II., p. 679, repeating a statement contained in 
earlier editions ; St, Bot olph- without- AJdgnte [Vicar) v. Parishioners, [1892] 

P. 161, yer Dr. Tristram, at p. 167). In Stewart v. West Derby Burial 

Board, supra, Kay, J., at p. 333, appeared disposed to accept the state- 
ment in Stephen’s Commentaries, and referred to Champneys v. Arrowsmiih 
(1867), Jj. K. 3 0. P. 107, Ex. Ch., as an authority for the same view. In the 
last cited case, however, though the freehold was taken to be in the vicar, it 
did not appear whether there was a rector or not, and the point was not dis- 
cussed, nor was tho churchyard in fact an ancient churchyard. And later 
in Batten v. Gedye (1889), 41 Ch. D. 507, Kay, J., seems to have considered 
that the freehold of an ancient chui’chyard was or might be in the lay rector. 
It seems that when by the scaitence of consecration the landowner renounces 
all right and title to the land the freehold may thereupon become by operation 
of law vested in the parson (see Campbell v. Liver jtool Corporation (1870), L. R 
9 Eq, 579) ; but that the freehold of consecrated ground can be in others, e.g., in 
trustees, isadeav (see the Burial Ground Act, 181 (i (56 Geo. 3, c. 141), s. 4; and 
p. 415, post), and the fact that the freehold was in trustees would probably not 
in itself prevent the burial ground from being a puf'ish churchyard (Stewart v. 
West Derby Burial Board, sapra)^ 
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the case of a churchyard consecrated in modern times the freehold is 
normally, by virtue of various statutory provisions, in the incumbent 
as distinguished from the rector (o). 

The rector or inQunibent in whom the freehold is vested may 
maintain an action for tres])ass, in case of an unauthorised inter- 
ference with the churchyard, by virtue of his rights as freeholder (p). 

860 . Tho right to tho horl)age and, subject to wluit is said Herbage aij<i 
below, to the trees in tlie churchyard is in the inciunboiit if the 
freehold is vested in him ; and in the case of a vicarage the pre- ^ ' 

sumption from general practice and usage is that such right forms 
part of the vicar’s endowment, though tlie freehold may he in tlie 
rector; but the right is prhnd facie in ilie rector when he is the 
freeholder, and the incumbent is a perpetual curate (7). 

The rector or incumbent is not, however, at liberty to fell the Felling trrrs 
trees inadvisedly, or for purposes other than tlie repair of the 
cliurch and the like(r). If lie does so, he may bo restrained by 
injunction at the instance of the patron of the living (-s), and uiay 
possibly be liable to indictment (0. 

Even where the freehold is in the rector, the incumbent is 
entitled to tlie possession of the churchyard for the purposes of 


^Eci. 1. 

Property 
etc. in 
Church* 
yierds. 


( 0 ) Some of tlio enactments enabling new churchyards to be providtjd 
contain provisions for the vesting of the freehold in the incumbent. See pp. 4150, 
440, 444, post. See also the general provisions in the Burial Ground Act, 181 (> 
(56 Geo. 3, 0 . Ml), s. 4, referred to at i). 445, post, 

(p) Y. B. 11 lien. 4, 12 a, pi. 25; and see JJaittn v. (Jedye (1889), 41 Oh. I). 
607, per Kay, J., at p. 516. 

(g) Oreetielade v. Darby (1S6S), L. B. .*5 Q. B. 421 ; and see Cox v. liicraft (1757), 
2 Lee, 373 ; Lynd, lib. 3, tit. 28, lie Coinmuuitate Eccle&ice, p. 267. In 
2 Boll. Abr., p. 337, it is said that the right is in the vicar as between him 
and the lector; but Bellamie^s Case (1615), 1 lloll. Hep. 255, which is cited with 
reference to the proposition, appears only to show that the question is triable 
at law, and not in the Ecclesiastical Court. Tho case is cited on this point 
in 2 1^11. Abr., p. 311. See tho note in 1 Gib. Cod., pp. 207, 208. Under 
the Incumbents Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 117), perpetual curates are 
now in almost all cases styled vicars, but the Act does not alter their logal 
position. 

('/*; By a dooumojit sometimes referred to as 35 Edw. 1, stat. 2 (printed in 
tho Statutes Eevised, 2nd ed., Vol. I., p. 79, as among statutes of uncertain 
date), but which is referred to by Lord Coke in his note on Li/ord's Case (1614), 
1 1 Co. Rep. 46 b, at p. 49 b, as a treatise declaratory of the common law, it is 
declared that the parson shall not fell the trees “ undiscreetly, but only when the 
chancel of the church doth want necessary reparations, nor shall convert them 
to any other use by any other means, unless the body of the church do likewise 
want reparations, and the parsons do of charity think good to give of those trees 
to the parishioners wanting them.” In Strachy v, Frarwis (1741), 2 Atk. 217, 
however, Loi’d Hardwioke said that a rector might cut the timber for repairing 
the parsonage-house as well as tho chancel, and mentioned also the repair 
of pews belonging to the rectory, and obtaining botes for repairing barns 
and out-houses belonging to tho parsonage, as pui-poscs for which the timber 
might be felled ; but in Qreenslade v. Darby, supra, Blackburn, J., 
doubted whether Lord Hardwicke was speakir»g of trees in a churchyard. See 
also A.-G, V. Warren (1844), Cripps’ Law of the Church and Clergy, 6th od., 
pp. 434, 435. 

(«) Strachy v. Francis^ supra \ and see Bradly v. Stratchy (1740), Barn, (cii.) 
399; Knights, Mosely (175J), Amb. 176; Sowerhy v. Fryer (1869), L. R. 8 Eq. 
417. 

(0 See Cox V. Rkraft, supra^ per Sir G. Lee, at p. 375. 
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burials etc., and in respect of such possession may maintain trespass 
against a wrong-doer 

Certain powers of control over the churchyard may be exercised 
by the churchwardens for the avoidance of disturbance or irreverent 
conduct tlierein, though those powers are very ill defined (a). 

861. The interest vvhicli the parson lias in the churchyard as 
freeholder a})pear.s to be sutiicient to qualify liim, otlier conditions 
being satisfied, as a parliamentary elector in respect of the owner- 
ship qualification (b). 

The parson ajipears, however, not to be owinn* ” of the church- 
yard within the meaning of statutory dcliiiitioiis of “owner,’* such 
as those applicable to the interpretation of tlie Public Health Acts 
and the Metropolis Management Acts, to the effect that “owmer” 
means the person receiving the rack-rent of the premises, or who 
would jeceive the rack-rent if the jiremisos were let at a rack- 
rent (c). 

An incumbent in whom the freehold is vested is the “ occupier** 
of the clmrchyard ; and, if the occupation is of value by reason 
of his receiving a net income from fees in respect of exclusive 
rights of burial or rights of erecting monuments etc, in tlie church- 
yard, he is i*atea)jle accordingly (d). 

862. An unauthorised interference with the churchyard, whether 
on the j)art of the rector or inciiinbent or others, is an ollence against 
ecclesiastical law (c). And in a proper case a civil court 'will 
grant an injunction to restrain an interference with the church- 
yard that would constitute an oflence against ecclesiastical law(/). 
Such an injunction will be granted at the instance of tlie 


{ii) Sne Joiif's V. E/lis (1828), 2 Y. & J. 200; Uriffin v. ]>iyhion (1804), 5 
B. & S. 90; OrccmJitilo y. Darby (18G8), L. B. 3 Q. B. 421. The first two of 
these cases relate to the church, and it is not altogether clear how far in the 
respect in question the position of the churchyard is the same as that of tlie 
church. 

(«) Soe Ecclesiastic, al Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860(20 it 24 Yict. c. 32), s. 3 ; 
and p. 422, ^eo also Marriott v. TarpUy (1838), 9 Sim. 279; Ex. parte. 

Blackmore (1830), 1 B. & Ad. 122, LiTTLKDAnr], J., at p. 124 ; Jones y.EINfi, 
supra ; Woi'th y. Terrinqton (184o), 13 M. & AV. 781 ; TaqJw y. Timson (1888), 
20Q. B. D. 671. 

(?;) See Kirton y. Dear (1869), L. B,. 5 C, P. 217 ; BcsuJrk v. Alher (1872), 
L. ii. 8 0. P. 26d ; Vickers v. tSelwyn (1903), 89 L. T. 747 ; Wolfe v. Surrey County 
Council {Clerk), [1905] 1 K. B. 439, decided with referonco to the parson’s free- 
hold in the church. See title Elections. 

(c) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 4 ; Metropolis Manage- 

ment Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), s. 250. See Anyell y. Paddington Vestry 
(1868), L, B. 3 Q. B. 714, decided with r(3forencft to a church, and explained in 
Wright V. Ingle (1885), 16 Q. B. 1). 379, C. A. ; B. v. Lee (1878), 4 Q. B. 1>. 
75, also decided with reference to a chuinh. 

(d) North Manchester Ov(r seers v. Winstanley, [1908] 1 K. B. 835, C. A. 

See Bemidt v. Bonaker (1828-9), 2 Hag. Ecc. 25, 3 Hag. Ecc. 17 ; Burgoync 
V. Free (1829), 2 Hag. Ecc. 456, 662 ; Walter v. Mountagne (1836), 1 Curt. 253, 
a case of forming a footpath across a churchyard and making a new gate to it ; 
Marriott v. Tarpley, supra; Batten v. Oedye (1889), 41 Ch. D. 607; and see 
also the cases cited as to monuments and vaults pp. 416 seq., post See title 
Ecclesiastical Law. • 

(/) Marriott v. Tarpley ^ supra. 
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churchwardens (^f), but, in view of tlie remedies available in the 
Ecclesiastical Court, not at the instance of a parishioner (h). 

A faculty for the making of alterations etc. in the churchyard 
may be granted in spite of the opposition of the incumbent or 
rector, and notwithstanding that such incumbent or rector is 
the freeholder (i) ; and such a faculty would, it seems, override the 
rights of the rector or incumbent as freeholder (/;). 

863. In a particular parish, by immemorial usage, the incumbent 
or the owner of particular land may be bound to maintain the 
churchyard and its fences. And such a duty, it seems, is enforce- 
able by indictment, or, if the liability is not denied, by proceedings 
in the Ecclesiastical Court (/). 

In general, however, it was the duty of the churchwardens to see 
that the churchyard and its fences were kept in proper repair, and 
this duty was enforceable at law so long as the payment of church 
rates, upon which the burden of repair fell, was comi)ulsory (??/)• 
Since the abolition of compulsory church rates, the duty of churcli- 
wardens is limited to effecting repairs out of such funds as may 
be available for the purpose from voluntary cliurcli rates or 
subscriptions, and has ceased to be a legal obligation ((//). 

Statutory power is vested in the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
(as successors of the Commissioners for the execution of the Church 
lluilding Acts(o)), if they tliiiik fit, to alter, repair, pull down, and 

((f) Marriott v. Tarpley (18S8), 9 Sim. 279. 

(/i) Batten v. Oedye (1889), 41 Cb, I). 507. 

(?) See Bahver v. Hase (1S03), 3 East, 217; Tatkrmll v. Kniffht (1811), I 
Phillim. 232 ; Bich v. Bushnell (1827), 4 Hag. Ecc. 101 ; Iluygv, Krnijsmill 
L. R 2 P. 0. 59 ; KeH v. Bjmth (1870), 1 P. D. 73. Some of these cases relate 
to the church itself ; but in this respect the church and church 5 ’^ar(I appear to be 
in the same position. 

{k) This seems to be the better opinion ; see Ciipps’ Law of the Church and 
Clergy, 6th ed., p. 429, referring to the question of inominients in the church. 
The point has, however, never been definitely decided. It was raised as 
regards a church in Bulwer v. Hase, sapra, where the court refused to pro- 
hibit, at the instance of the rector, jjrocoedings for the grant of a faculty for 
stopidng up a window, but without deciding whether the faculty, if granted, 
would override the rights of the rector in respect of his freehold. Sco, however, 
Frances v. Ley (1015), Cro. Jac. 306, also reported suh nom. Day v. Beddiuy field , 
Noy, 104; and note (u), p. 415, post, 

{/) See Claydon Churchwardens v. .Dunconthe (1038), 2 R>11. Ahr. 287, tit. 
Prohibition, 52, whore on a denial of iho liability a pndiibition to restrain 
proceedings in tlio Ecclesiastical Court against a landowner alleged to be liable to 
repair the churchyardv. B- v. Ueynell (1805), 0 East, 315, where a new trial was 
refused in a case whore th(^ vicar had b(>on indicted for uon-rcpiiir of a church- 
yard for which he was alleged to bo liable, and had been acquitted. 

{m) In 2 Co. Inst. 48il it is said that the parishioners ought to repair the 
inclosure of the churchyard, a stuteniont whicdi may be taken to mean that 
it was their duty to contribute through the church rate to tho oxjxmso. Hee 
Canones Eoclesiastid (1003), 85. Soo also Walter (1830), 1 Curt. 

253, per Dr. Lukeitxoton, at p. 260. 

in) The abolition of c-ompulsory church rates was oficetod by the Compulsory 
Church Rate Abolition Act, 1808 (31 & 32 A^ict. c. 109 ), the effect of which is 
(except in certain cases specially provided fur) to make tho payment of church 
rates voluntary, and thus to relieve church waidena from tho absolute duty td‘ 
providing for the upkeep of church fabrics and ornaments. As to the maintenuiKe 
of closed churchyards, see fp. 529 et seq.^ post, 

(£>) Church Ruilding cWkinissiorjei’s (Transfer of Poweia) A<;t, (19 
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rebuild, or order or direct to be altered, repaired, pulled down, and 
rebuilt, the walls or fences of any existing (p) churchyard or burial 
ground of any parish or chapelry, and to fence off with walls or 
otherwise any additional or new burial ground set out or provided 
by virtue of the Church Building Acts ; and also to stop up and 
discontinue or alter or vary, or order to be stopped up and dis- 
continued or altered or varied, any entrance or gate leading into 
any chuicliyard or burial ground, and the paths, footways, and 
passages into, tlirougli, or over the same, as to them may appear 
useless and unnecessary, or as they shall think fit to alter or vary, 
provided that the same be done with the consent of any two justices 
of the peace of the county, city, town, "or place where any such 
entrance, gate, path, or passage shall be stopped up or altered, and 
on notice being given in the manner and form prescribed by the 
Plighway Act of 1815 (q). 

Skct. 2 . — Consecration of Churchyards and Burial Grounds. 

864. When land is to be consecrated for a churchyard or burial 
ground (?'), the bishop and chancellor of the diocese attend upon 
the land, and a special service of consecration is held, which varies 
somewhat in different dioceses, but the effective part of which is the 
act or sentence of consecration, which is read by the chancellor and 
signed by the bishop (6-). 

The total amount of the fees payable when a church and burial 
ground are consecrated together is twelve guineas, and when a 
cemetery is consecrated alone ten guineas (0- 

865. Where any ground adjoining an existing (w) churchyard 
has been or is added thereto, the bishop of the diocese may if he 
thinks fit, at the churchyard or in the church to which it belongs, 
by }jis own hand or by the hand of any bishop of the Church of 
England lawfully appointed as his commissary, sign an instrument 

& 20 Yict. c. 65), s. 1. As to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, see title 
Ecclesiastical JjAW. 

(n) As the words existing churchyard*’ here used appear to be coutrasted 
witn ‘*any churchyard** lator in the section, it is probable that this part of 
the section applies only to churchyiirds existing in 1819, the. date of the Act. 

(q) Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 8, c. l.'j'l), a. 89. The statute of 

1815 (55 Geo. 8, c. 08) referred to is repealed by the Highway Act, 1885 
(5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 50), s. 1 (see title lIuniWAYS, Streets and Bridges); but 
its provisions m to notices remain iipplicablo to proceedings under s. 89 of the 
Church Building Act, 1819 (/f. v. Stoch' (1888), 8 Ad. tV: El. 405; H. v. Ark- 
wright (1848), 12 960). ^J'here is no apjioal against an order of the Com- 

missioners under s. 89 of the Act of 1819, Ibi' that section cannot be read as 
incorporating the provisions of the Act of 1815 as to appeals (Ji. v. 8tocJe, supra). 
It is esseutial to the validity of the order that notice should be duly given 
before the order is made {U. v. Arkwright^ supra). 

(r) Except whore, in cases where it is available, advantage is taken of the 
statutory method referred to at p. 418, post. 

(ar) Ar to the form of service et(‘,., see title Ecclksiastioal IjAW. 

(<) The fees are fixed by a table settled by the two arebbishops and the Lord 
Chancellor and confirmed by Order in Council of December 10, 1895, under tho 
Pluralities ‘Act, 1838 G ^ 2 Viet. c. 106), s. 181, and the Ecclesiastical Pees 
Act, 1867 (80 A: 81 Yict, c. 135), See Statutory Rules and Orders revised to 
1908, Vol. IV„ Ecclesiastical Pees, L ' * 

(t£) This probably nreans existing for the time being. 
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declaring or recording the consecration of such ground, without the 
presence of the chancellor or registrar of the diocese being necessary. 

The signature of the bishop to such instrument is to be attested by 
the chancellor, or by a surrogate, or by any two clergymen of the 
diocese, and is to be in the following form, indorsed on a plan of 
the ground so added : “I, A. B., Bishop of , do hereby declare 
and record the ground added to the churchyard of , as on the 

within plan, to be consecrated ground and part of the said church- 
yard.'* Such instrument so signed and attested, on being deposited 
in the registry of the diocese, has the same effect as a sentence of 
consecration (a). 

In such case no officer of the bishop or of the diocese is to receive 
any fee for attendance at the consecration, or* any allowance for 
travelling or for attendance (/>) ; but a fee of five shillings is payable 
to the registrar for the deposit of the instrument of consecration (c). 

Sect. 3 . — llifiht of Burial. 

866. Every parishioner and inhabitant of a parish and every Persons 
person dying wdihin the parish has the right to be buried in liaving right 
the parish churchyard or burial ground (d). The right is enforce- 

(a) Consecration of Churcliyarcls Act, 18G7 (.‘iO & 81 Yict. c. 188), s. 1. 

Land raay “adjoin” an existing churchyard within this section, though 
separated from it by a highway {Re Bateman {Barmm) and Parker^ [181)9] 

1 Oh. o99). 

{h) Consecration of Churchyards Act, 18G7 (80 & 31 Yicl. c. 133), s. 2. 

(c) Ihid.^ 8, 3. 

(rf) While the existence of the right is clear, the authority as to the persons 
by whom it is enjoyed is meagre. In Com. Dig. tit. Cemetery, A. 2, the 
incloBure of the churchyard is spoken of as “belonging” to the “ parishionors,” 
but this appears to mean only that the duty of inclosing the chiircbyard and of 
repairing the walls etc. rests upon the parishioners; see Com. Dig. tit. 

Prohibition, G. 3; and in Com. Ihg. tit. Cemetery, B., it is said that “every 
pei'son may have burial in the churchyard [sc. of the parish] where he dies,” 

In Degge’s Parson’s Counsellor, 7th ed,, p. 17r>, theie is a similar state- 
ment, and also a quotation from the canon law: “ ubi decimas persolvebat 
vivuB sepeliatur raortuus.” In Kx parte Blachmyre (1830), 1 B. & Ad, 122, 
the right was spoken of as being that of the “ parishioners,'’ and in Huglm 
V. Lloyd (1888), 22 Q,. 13. D. 157, us l)eing that of the inhabitants or residents. 

The right is referred to in statutes in various ways, e.g.j in the Burial Acts it 
is spoken of in some cases as the light of the “ parishioners and inhabitants,” 
in others as the right of iho parishioners and persons dying in the parish, while 
in s. 2 of the Church Building Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 72), it is spoken of 
as the right of persons dying in the parish. In the enactments mentioned at 
pp. 540, 541, pos/, it seems to be asaiiined that the right i^xtends to paupers 
chargeable (a})art from the modern legislation os to chaig(^ability to unions) to 
the parish. 

To speak of the deceased ns having a right of burial involves some laxity of 
language, but tlie ('-xpressiou is convenient and sanctioned by usage. 

Ponuerly peisons un baptised or excommunicate or fe.io de se were excluded 
from Christian burial (see p. 421, pof^t), and as, according to ecclesiastical law, 
no one could bo buried in consecrated ground without the Church service [Kemp 
V. nVeto (1809), 3 Phillim. 2G4, at p. 295), th(»y plight thus be excluded from 
Mirial in the parish churchyard. But the ecclesiastical law was never allowed 
to prevail over the common law light so as to exclude such pci>iona from burial 
in the churchyard (K v. Taylor (1721), Rurn, Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. 1,, 
p, 258, cited in A^idrewa v* < ^author ut (1745), Willes 53G, at p, 538, where it 
was held that an iufuimation could be granted against a parson for opposing 
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able at common law and not merely in the Ecclesiastical 
Court (e). 

If a parish is divided into ecclesiastical districts under the 
Church Building Acts, and there is no burial ground wjtliin any 
such district, then, until a burial ground has been provided, the 
bodies of persons dying within such district may be interred in the 
cemetery of the parish church in all respects as if such division 
had not taken place (/). But when any such district which has 
become a new parish by virtue of the New Parishes Act, 1856 (r/), 
has a burial ground of its own, the inhal)itaiits of the district lose 
the right of being buried in the churchyard of the mother parish (li). 

867. Strangers to the parish, that is, p(3rsou3 not connected 
with the parish so as to have iho right of burial under discussion, 
are in practice not infrequently buried in the parish churchyard 
with the permission of the incumhent and churchwardens, and it 
seems that such burials do not necessarily involve any breach of the 
common law or of ecclesiastical law(i). The common practice of 
incumbents to allow strangers to he buried in the churchyard 
without obtaining the consent of the churchwardens is not 
BUi)ported 1)3^ any authority (/.). 

The burial of strangers to the parish in the parish churchyard 
without a faculty in that behalf, however, if it causes actual incon- 
venience to the parishioners, is an offence against ecclesiastical 
law^ (/), and might probably be restrained by injunction 


tho burial of an unbaptised parishioner in the churt-hyarJi, though the Court: of 
King’s Bench refused to interpose as to tho reading of the service over the 
deceased). Now a. 13 of the Burial Laws Amendirient Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Viet. 0. 41), makes it clear that such persons have the right of burial in the 
cliurclij'ard, tliough not with the full Church service ; soe pp. 421, 428, 

(e) Ji, V, Taiflitr (1721), Burn, Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. I., p. 2o8, cited in 
Andrews v. (1740), Willes, 530, at p. o3S ; and see ll. v. (hUruUje 

(1819), 2 B. &Ald. 800*. 

if) Church Building Act, 1827 (7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 2, tho operation of 
which, though con fined in ttums to cases where distiiots have been created under 
the Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 3, c. 45), appears to be extended by the 
Church Building Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 70), s. 25, to all districts created 
under any of the CUiurch Building Acts. In v. Woods (1831), 3 Hag. Ecc. 
480, at p, 621, JSir J. NtciiOLL spoke of s. 2 of tho Act of 1827 as “hardly 
required.” See also UuifhcHV, (1888), 22 (4, 11. J). 157. 

(</) 19 & 20 Viet. c. 104. As to this Act, see title Ktxu.KSiASTrcATi Law. 

(h) Hughes v. lAvyd^ supra. 

(i) See' /fardm v.'Ca/nVi (1789), 1 Hag. Con. 14, whoio Lord Stow ELL (then 
Sir W. ScoTl'), at p. 17, would appear to have regarded the incumbent and 
chun'hwardcufl as competent to give ,pei*mission for the burial of strangers to 
the parish in the churchyard, though saying that the permission should be 
spanngh' granted. See also TAtthwood y. Williams (1815), 0 Taunt. 277; Nevill 
V. ihidgrr (1871), Ij. U. 9 Exch. 212. 

(/j) See A.-U, V. t^trong, (1 808), referred to in 1 Siiton's Eonns of Judgments 
and Orders, Olh ed., p. 559. See note (?«), infra. 

(/) See B\irn, Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. I., p. 258, referring to an unreported 
case of Harrow-on^the-Hill Churchwardtms ; LUtlcwood v. Williams, supra. 

(w) In vl.-G. V. Strong, supra, an interim injunction (afterwards made 
perpetual by* consent) was granted restraining an incumbent from permitting 
the burial 4)f strangers in the parish churchyard without the consent of the 
churchwardeiis and parishioners ; but the case is not foported, and the ciruum - 
Stances in which the injunction was granted do not appear. 
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868 . The right to burial does not entitle the representatives of 
the deceased to insist upon the burial of the deceased in any par- 
ticular part of llie churchyard (a), and there cannot be a good 
custom entitling tlie inhabitants of a particular parish to be buried 
as near as possible to their ancestors (o). 

869 . The right of burial extends only to burial in an ordinary 
manner. Thus, it does not carry witli it a right to the erection 
of a monument (p), or the construction of a vault (<?). And, 
while the light of burial is, as has been said, enforceable at 
common law, the question as to the particular manner of burial is 
within the exclusive cognisance of the Ecclesiastical Court (?*)• The 
Ecclesiastical Court Avill in general treat burial in an iron coffin as 
proper, provided that a rcasonalile payment is made in respect of 
the privilege (.s*). 

Sect. 4. — liurial in Churches, 

870 . Parishioners and others entitled to a right of burial in 
the parish churchyard liave not, as such, any right to burial within 
the church {t). And it seems that the construction of a vault 
for burial under a church, and possibly the burial of a body 
in the church a])art from the construction of a vault, without a 
faculty in that behalf, even with the consent of the incumbent 
or rector in whom the freehold is vested, is an offence against 
ecclesiastical law. A faculty may issue for the purpose notwith- 
standing the opposition of the incumbent or rector, and such 
a faculty would apparently override the rights of the incumbent 
or rector as freeholder (a). And, on tlie other liand, a rector in 
whom the freehold is vested is not entitled as of right to the 


(7i) Ex pci7'te BUiikmore (1830), 1 ]5. & Ad. 122. It was said in this case that 
the discretion as to the i)articular part of the churchyard in which a burial 
should take place was in the iiicumheiit and churchwardens. But the question 
as to the person or persons w’iih whom the decision ultimately rests, in 
case of diiforonco between the incumbent and churchwardens, or where 
there are other interests in the cliurchyard besides those of the incum- 
bent and churchwardens, was not under consideration. See also North 
Manchester Overseers v. WinsUvnleijy [1908] 1 K. 13. 880, C. A., per Barnes, P., 
at p. 842. 

(f>) Fryer v. Johnson (ITiio), 2 Wils. 28. 

(p) See pp. 41 C, 417, post. 

{q) See p. 419, post. 

(r) R. V. Coleridge. (1819), 2 B. & Aid. 800; Ex parte Blachnore, supra. 
See title Ecolesiastioal Law. 

(s) This sooins to ho the effect of the decision in Gilbert v. JJazzarU (1820), 3 
Phillim. 335. 

(Z) As to the history of the pracjtice of burying in churches, see Keimett, 
Parochial Antiquities 591, 692; Gilbert v. Buzzard^ supra; Rich v. Bmlmell 
(1827), 4 Hag. Ecc. 164, 171. 

(a) See Riai v. Buslmdl, supra; llugg v. Kingsniill (18(57), L. K. 2 P. C. 59; 
hnd see note (7c), p. 411, ante. The resolution in the Star Chamber in Frances 
V. Ley (1615), Oro. Jac. 366, also reported sub worn. Day v. Beddmgfield, Noy, 
104, that “ neither the ordinary himself nor the churchwardens can grant licence 
of burying to any within the church but the parson only, because the soil and 
freehold of the church ffe only in the parson, and in none other,” cannot 
apparently now be regarded as law. 
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issue of a faculty autliorising him to construct a vault under the 
church (/)). 

A right of huj’ial in ti church may, liowever, be prescribed for as 
belonging to a messuage (c). 

871 . There are certain statutory prohibitions against burial in or 
near churclies. 

In the first place, there is a prohibition (which, however, does 
not extend to prevent burial in a vault wholly arched with brick 
or stone constructed for the purpose under the church or chapel, 
and to wliicli tlie only access is by steps outside the church or 
cliape!) Jigainst breaking the pavement or opening the soil within 
a church or chapel erected under the Church Building Acts for the 
purpose of burial, or constructing a grave in a cemetery or church- 
3 wd adjacent or belonging to the church or chapel within twenty 
feet from its external walls. Breach of Diis prohibition is punishable 
by penalties recoverable summarily (d). 

Again, no vault or grave may be constructed or made within the 
walls of or underneath any churcli or other place of public worship 
built in any urban district after August 31, 1848; and a breach 
of this prohibition entails liability to a peiialt}" recoverable in an 
action of debt (e). 


Spx't. 5 . — Monuments in Churches and Churchyards, 
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872 . In strictness it would seem that a person who places a 
monument to the dead in a church or churchyard otherwise than 
in pursuance of a faculty in that behalf renders himself liable to a 
criminal suit in the Ecclesiastical Court (/) ; and there cannot, it 


{h) likli V. JJushndl (1827), 4 ling. Koc. 161. 

(c) Waring y. Griffiths (1708), 1 llurr. 440; llarveifs Case, Co. Ent. 8, cited 
in Dawney v. Dee (1621), Cro. Jac. 600; 1 Gib. Cod. 408. 

(d) Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 8, c. 45), s. 80. The prohibition 
does not apply to the burial of the ashes of a body that has been cremated (lie 
Kerr, [1894] P. 284). 

(c) Public Health Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 63), s. 83, repealed and re-enacted 
by s. 343 and Sebed. V, of the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet c. 55). 
Whether the prohibition attaches in the case of a church built after August 31, 
1848, but before the locality was included in an urban district, is not clear. 

(/) See Palmer v, Exeter {Bishop) (1724), 1 Stra. 576: Maidman v. Malpas 
(1794), 1 Hag. Con. 205 ; Beckwith v. Harding (1818), 1 B. & Aid. 508 ; Seager 
V. Bowie (1823), I Add. 541 ; Rich v. Bushneli^ supra. There are passages 
in the judgment of Lord Stowell (then Sir W. Scott) in Bardin y, Calcoii 
(1789), 1 Hag. Con. 14, which might be understood as supporting the view 
that under some circumstances, at any rate by custom, the leave of the 
churchwardens would be sufficient to completely legalise the erection of tomb- 
stones in a churchyard. But, unless, as seems improbable, there is some 
distinction in this respect between ordinary tombstones and more important 
monuinenta, the later cases cited above seem conclusively to negative this view. 
In Hopper v. Davis (1754), 1 Lee, 640, it was said, with reference to a tombstone 
set up in a church, that “the tombstone was originally set up by a proper 
authority, it having been done with the parson's consent ; for tiiou^ the 
ordinary may interpose and order a monument to be taken down u it is 
inconveniently placed, yet if he does not interpose, the parson's consent is 
su6Qcient” ; but probably this means no more than that the Ecclesiastical Court 
will uot necessarily order the removal of a monument merely because it was in 
the first instance erected without a faculty. See the reference to the case in 
Fhilliinore^ Boclesiastical Law, 2nd ed., Vol. L, p. 693. 
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seems, be a valid custom for the erection of such monuments in a 
particular church, even with the consent of the churchwardens or 
the like, without a faculty (^7). In practice, however, a faculty is 
seldom sought in ordinary cases. The leave of the incumbent or 
churchwardens, or both, together with tliat of the rector where the 
freehold is vested in a rector other than the incumbent, is obtained, 
and is treated as sufficient authority without more (h). 

The placing of monuments in a church or churcliyard without a 
faculty in that belialf is further an act of trespass, in respect of 
which the incumbent or rector, as the case may be, has a cause of 
action if his consent has not been obtained (?). 

Although, however, the consent of the incumbent, and of the rector 
also where his rights will be affected, should bc-sought before applica- 
tion is made for a faculty for the erection of monuments, the with- 
holding of such consent will not necessarily prevent the issue of a 
faculty (k ) ; and the better opinion seems to be that the faculty will 
justify the erection of the monument notwithstanding the rights of 
property of the incumbent or rector (1), 

An appeal to the superior J^kclesiastical Court lies from the 
decision of the ordinary with regard to the grant of a faculty for the 
erection of a monument (/a). 

A faculty is not necessary to authorise the repair of a monument 
that has been lawfully erected (a). 
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(7) Sco Br'ckwiih v, Harding (ISIS), 1 13. & Aid. 508; Seagery, Bowie (182S), I 
Add. 541. In the former of these cases, though Lord ELLENBOHOUOn, C.J., at p. 
517, should perhaps be undorsto(jd ns having decided no iriore than that the par- 
ticular custom theu'o set up for the churchwardens to erect monuments at their 
free will and pleasure was bad, Bayley, J., at p. 518, said that the custom was 
“ against the general rule of law, which requires the consent of the ordinary, and 
is therefore bad.** In Heager v. Uowle^ supra, the High Court of Delegates 
ordorod an allegation in the defendant’s jdeadings to the ollect that in tlie 
particular parish it had been usual and customary previous to the erection of 
any monument to obtain the consent of the minister and churchwardens, but 
not to apply for the consent of the ordinary except in paiticiilar cases, to be 
expunged, and thus, as explained in a note to the case by the learjied editor 
at p. 554, may ho taken to have expressed its final judgment that no practice 
can absolutely legalise the erection of a monument without a faculty. 

(h) In Maidman v. Malpaa (1794), 1 Hag. Con. 205, where it was held that a 
criminal suit would lie in the Ecclesiastical Court against one who had erected 
a moiiunusnt in tho chancel, without, it should be said, obtaining the consent of 
the incumbent or rector, Lord Stowei.t. (then Sir W. Scott) said at p. 208 : ‘ ‘ There 
can be no question as to the jurisdiction of the court, which is established by its 
own decisions, and those of the temporal courts, that no monument can be erected 
without leave of the ordinary. All parishioners have a right to bo buried in the 
churchyard without leave of the iucumbont ; but the permission of the ordinary 
is necessary before any inonumont can properly be erected. , . . The consent 
of the incumbent is taken on such occasions, and especially of the rector, for 
monuments in the chancel. A faculty likewise is roquhed, though it is 
frequently omitted under the confidence rej)o.sed in tho minister, and tho 
Kcdesiastical Court is not eager to interpose.” 

(i) Beckwith v. Harding, supra. 

(A^) Seo p. 411, ante. 

(/) Ibid. 

{rn) Cart v. Marsh (1738), 2 Stra. lObO ; BuJwer v. Hase (1803), 3 East, 217. 

(w) Bardin v. Calcott (1789), 1 Hug. Con, 14, where it was said that the con- 
sent of the church wardens should he asked wheie it was desired to repair a 
monument, but that the churchwardens would be bound to giant such consent. 

111 . 
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Even where a monament has lieen placed in a church or church- 
yard without due authority, its removal without a faculty is an 
offence against ecclesiastical law {o). 

873. The nature of an inscription proposed to be placed on a 
moniunont in a church or churchyard may constitute a ground for 
the refusal of a faculty for the erection of the monument (p). Or, 
again, the question of the propriety of an inscription on such a 
monument may in some cases he raised directly by a criminal suit 
in the i^jcclesiastical Court against a person who is alleged to have 
put up an irisciiption of an unlawful character ( 7 ). It is the duty 
of the incumbent to superintend the placing of inscriptions on 
monuments, but the discretion of the incumbent may be overruled 
by the ordinary or by the superior Ecclesiastical Courts, and a 
faculty granted without the incumbent’s consent, if such consent is 
unreasonably withheld (r). 

874. A monument set up in a church or churchyard remains the 
property of the person by whom it is set up during his life, and 
that person may accordingly sustain an action for trespass against 
anyone removing or defacing it (.s); and it is said on high authority 
that after the death of the i)erson setting it up the monument 
hecoraewS tlje property of the heir of the deceased in whose honour 
it was erected, and descends to the heirs of the latter, as being in 
the nature of an heirloom, and at any rate that such heirs may 
sustain an action if the monument be interfered with( 0 . 

The alteration of monuments may, however, be authorised by 
faculty (? 0 . 


( 0 ) Soe Ifnfrhins v. Dfnziioe (1702), 1 Ila;?. Con. 170, per Lord 8X0 well (then 
Sir W. Scott), at p. 172; Maidviav v, MaJpas (1704), 1 Ilag. Con. 20r), 212; 
and fiee Jiitclinnjs v. Oi^rdingfeij (1868), L. R. 3 A. & E. 113; Vincent v. ICytm, 
[1897] P. 1. 

(p) Seo i\*'4 V. Smith (1876), 1 P. I). 73, where on nppoal to the Privy 
Council a faculty was ordered to issue in a case where the incumbent had 
objected to an inscription on the ground that it was proposed that a Wesleyan 
minister should be st 3 ']oti Reverend’'; bigerton y.All of Odd Rode, [1894] P. lo. 

(<]) UretlyS V. WooJfrcy (1838), 1 Curt. 880, where it was held that an inscrip- 
tion, “ IVay for the soul of J. Woolfrey. ‘It is a holy and wholesome thought to 
pray for the (l(?ad ’ (2 Macc. xii. 46),” wa.s not open to objection as being contrary 
to the d<»ctiiu(^s of the Church, This decision was distinguished in Egerton 
V. AH Of (fdU Rude, stqna, where a faculty fur a stained glass memorial 
window bearing the woids ** Do c'firitate tua oia pro aiiiina 11 . . . m or tine . . . 
©t })ro aniina .1 . . . inoiMii . . was lefused. And in yVa?'so// v. AS7«arf, [1903] 
P. 66, where a iiioinniient with the words of your charity piay fur the repose 
of the rtouls of W. ■ , also «d' U. — had been erected in a churchyard, a con- 
hnnatory faculty for the retentiun of the nionuimnit was refused, and a faculty 
authorising its removal was granted. The circumstances woj'e, however, of a 
special character. 

(r) Keriy, Siuilh, supra; R reeks v. Woolfrey, supra; Pearson, y. Stead, supra. 

(«) JJarne de Wyche'' s f.Wc (1469), Y. R. 9 J'Jdw. 4, 14 A, as explained in Oorven 
V. Pytn (160o), 12 Co. Kop. lUu; Spooner v. lirewsier (182o), 3 Bing, 136. 

{t) See Corveuy. Pym,^upra ; 3 Co. Inst. 202; 1 Co. Litt, 18 b; Frances y. 
Ley (ho. Jac. 366: also reported suh nom. Day y. Beddingjield, Noy, 

*104; May v. Uilbert (1613), 2 B'uist. If*!). In UiU.hcock v. Walter (1838), 6 
Dowl. 467, an action of the kind was actually brought by the heir of the 
deceased, but the caae is only reported on a point of pleWuig. 

(a; .She Sharpe v. Hansard (1830), 3 Hag. Koc. 335, where a scheme for 



Pakt it,— Chur(;h yards and Bitrial in Ohukchyards. 

Sect. 6. — Exclushu liights of Burial. 

876 . An exchisive right to tJse use of a particular part of the 
churchyard for the purposes of hm ial cannot be obtained without a 
faculty* (a). 

What has already been said (b) as to the erection of a luonumcut 
without a faculty, as to the grant of such a faculty without the 
consent of the rector or incumbent, and as to tlie effect of a faculty 
granted without such consent, would appear to apply mntntia 
mutandis to the construction of vaults for burial in cliurches and 
churchyards (c). 

The rector or incumbent in wliom the freehold is vested is not 
entitled as of riglit to the ihsue of a faculty for a vault wliicli he 
desires to construct (d). 

Tlie Ecclesiastical Court will, before granting a faculty for 
the reservation of an exclusive right of burial or tlie construction 
of a vault, require to bo satisfied that what is pro])os('d is not likely 
to be generally prejudicial to the parish, even tliough the issue of 
the faculty is not opposed (c). A faculty cannot issue for a vault 
under a church which is not consecrated (/). 

876 . A faculty for a vault or tlie reservation of a grave space 
may be limited in the same way as is usual in respect of ]UJW^s “ to 
the use of the family of A. B. so long as they continue ])arishionors 
and inhabitants (/y), or to A. B., his heirs and family ” (//) ; and a 
faculty for the reservation of a grave space may, in a proper c,ms(j, 
be granted to a non-parishioner (/). 

The grant of a faculty for a vault does not confer upon the grantee 
a freehold interest in the vault (,7). 


levelling a cliurcliyard, and laying upright head and foot stones flat, waw 
authorised hy faculty. As to the alteration or removal of inonuincjits in con- 
nection with the utilisation of a disused burial ground as an open space, see 
p. 53d, ffost. 

(a) Qilhcrt v. Buzzard (1820), 3 Phillini. 335, per Tjord Stowell (then Sir 
W. Scott), at pp. 357, 358; Bryan v. Whistler (1828), 8 15. & C. 288; Jje 
Bomana v. Roberts, [1000] P. 332. 

(b) See pp. 410, 417, ante, 

(c) See Rich v. Bushnell (1827), 4 Hag. Ecc. 164 ; Riuj(j v. Kinysniill (1807), 
L. E. 2 P. C. 59. 

(d) Rich V. Bushnell, supra. 

(e) Rosher \. Nvrthjleet (Vicar) (1825), 3 Add. 14. 

if) Turner v. llanwell (Rector) (1842), 1 Notes of Cases, 368. 

(g) Magnay v. St. Michael (Rector etc.) (1827), 1 Hag. Ecc. 48. 

(h) Oughton, Ordo Judicioiiim (1738), Vol. IL, p. 297, No. 323. 

(i) Re Sargent (1890), 15 P. 1). 108. The objection to the grant of a faculty 
for a pew, with a limitation to ‘'A. B. and his heirs,” on the ground that the 
heirs might not be parishioners, referred to in Walter v. Gunner (1798), 1 Hag. 
Con. 314, y>er Lord Stowell, (then Sir W. Scott), at p. 321, appears therefoie 
not necessarily to extend to a faculty for a vault or the reservation of a grave 
space. 

(j) St. Botolph-withoui-Aldgate (Vicar) y. Parishioners, [1892] P. 161, per 
Dr. Trisiham, at pp, 167, 168 : “It is sometimes erroneously supposed 
that the owner of a faculty vault in a church or churchyard has a freehold 
interest in it. But this can only happen where a vault is in a private chapel or 
private aisle the fee of which is in the owner of the chapel or aisle. . . . The 
final control of the chiach and chancel and of the churchyard is vested in the 
chancellor as ordinary, for this purpose. It is by virtue of this control that 
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Bt'KlAL AND CkEJIATION, 


Sect. 7 / 

Burial 

Service. 

Minister's 
duty to per-* 
form service. 

Penalty for 
refusal. 


Seot- 7. — Burial Service. 

877. It is the duty of every minister of the (Church of Englttud 
to perform tlio burial service, according to the rites of the Church, 
over the body of any person not excluded from Christian burial (k), 
and otherwise entitled to burial in a churchyard, which is brought 
there for burial, after convenient warning to sucli minister {1). 

In case of l)reach of this duty the minister is liable to bo suspended 
from his ministry for three months by the bisliop of the diocese (///)• 
Tlje bishop has no discretion in the matter, but, on proof of the offence, 
is bound to susj)cnd the ineiiml ent for the full three months (^t)* 

The refusal on the part of a minisier to bury the l> 0 (ly of a 
parishioner is not an ecclesiastical offence, but is or may be 
also an offence at common law (o ) ; and it is possible that an action 
for damages w^ould lie at the suit of those put to expense by the 
refusal (/j). The duty of the minister in the matter is, moreover, 
enforceable by mandamus (q). 


Warning to 
minister. 


878. The ‘‘convenient warning” which must be given to the 
minister Las reference to the convenience of tb(3 minister rather 


cliancellora formerly granted faculties for vaults in cliiirclies or churchyards, 
and latterly in churchyards only, but in every such faculty there is a proviso 
saving the jurisdiction of tho court. . . . What is really granted by the faculty 
is the use of the ground for a vault so long as it is not rcjquired for the general 
Tiso of the parishioners ; and when it is so required, by tho practice of the 
J^lcclesiastical Courts, the owner of the vault is entitled to have it removed to 
another site in the churchyard at the cost of the applicant for tho faculty.'* 

{/:) Seep. ^2\^posi. 

(1) Canoiies Ecclesiastici (1603), (>8. The canon providcwS that “no minister sl»!iU 
refuse or delay ... to bury any coi*pso that is brought to the church or church- 
yard (convenient warning being given him thereof before) in such manner and 
forui as is prescribed in tho , . . Book of Common Prayer. And if he shall refuse 
to . . . bury [the corpse] . . ., except the party (hjceased were denounced, 
excommunicated majori excormnujncatio7ie for some grievous and notorious 
ct iin(‘ (and no man able to testify of his repentance), he shall bo suspended by 
tho hishop of the diocese from his ministry by tho space of tliroe months.’’ 
As is explained in I'Jsroit v. MaUin (1842), 4 ]Moo. P. C. C. 104, the eifoct of 
tlio iiicor])oration of the rubric of the Prayer-book with tlie Act of Uniformity 
(1 3 14 Car. 2, c. 4) is to except from the operation of tho canon cases where tlie 

deceased, tliough not witliin tho exclusion there mentioned, is excluded from 
Christian burial by tbe rubric. There appears to be no other case whore the 
minister is justilied in refu.sing burial. See Cooper v. Dodd (J8o0), 2 Kob. Eccl. 
270, where a clergyman was suspended for refusing to porforin the burial 
service on the ground that the deceased, who was found drowned, must have 
mot with his death while intoxicated. Notwithstanding the generality of the 
language of the canon, it is clear that tho dut}^ can only attach to a minister as 
regards a churchyard or burial ground in which it is his duty to olliciate, e.g., to 
the incumbent in tho case of a parish churchyard, and in the case of a person 
entitled in some way to burial in such churchyard or burial ground. See Nevifl 
V. Baker (1862), cited in I’hillimore, Ecclesiastical Law, 2iKi ed., Vol. I., p, 6oo, 
and in lie Sargent (1890), lo P, D. 168, at p. 169, w'here a minister was suspended 
for refusal to perform the burial service over the body of a non -parishioner 
lawfully brought for burial in a family vault. 

{m) Canfjues Ecclesiastici (1603), 68. 

(n) Kscott V. Madin^ Bupra. 

(o) R. v. Taylor (1720), Burn, Ecclesiastical Law, Vol. 1, p. 258, cited in 
Andrews v. CaiMhorne (1745), Willes, 536, at p. 538. 

(jp) Compare Davis v. Black (1841), 1 CL B. 900. •. 

(g) Ex parte Titdmarsk (1845), 9 Jur. 159. Eor mandamus, see title 
Practice. 
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than to that uf the pei’sons undertakins; the funeral of the tloceased. ’ Pwir. r. 

It must 1)6 given botore the rorpse ie brought to the uhuich, and a Burial 
warning tliat the corpee has been brought is insufficient {r). S ervic e. 

879. Excopt where tlie omission of any service or the use of a»iiTeguiarity 
shortened service is authorised by the litirial Laws Amendment service. 
Act, 1880 (.s), the full luirial service must bo read, or the minister 

will he liable to suspension (/). 

Irregulariti(is in the performance of the hurisl service, or as 
regards the use of any ornament or vosture in any burial ground, 
are among tlie matters in respect of which proceedings against 
incumbents under the Public Worship Regulation Act, 187d, are 
authorised (a), 

Skct. 8 . — Kxclnuon from Christian BimaL 

880. Persons mIjo die unliaptised or exc()mmunicate, or who have Persons 
laid violent hands ujion themselves, arc excluded by ecclesiastical excluded, 
law from Christiau burial, and the full burial service must not he 

read over their remains (/;). Tlie us(^ of a shortened service at the 
burial of such persons is, however, now permitted by statute (<')• 

xVlthough, as has been stated, the burial service according to Meaning of 
the rites of the Church is not to be used in the case of a person ‘*i*»t)apiised." 
wlio has never lieen l)a,ptised, a minister may not refuse to j)erform 
the service in tlio case of a poi son baptised according to the forms 
of a Church or sect otlier than the Church of England (d), or by a 
layman in the name of the Trinity (e). 

881. Wlierc any person is found /ciu de se by a coroner’s jury, the Fdo dt* w, 
coroner must direct tliat the remains of sucli i)erson be interred in 

the churcliyard or other burial ground of the pai ish or place in 
which tlie remains of such’ person might by law or custom ho 

(?•) Titchmarsh v. Chavwai) (18-44), 1 Pob. Eccl. 175, at p. 1S2. 

(fl) 43 & 44 Yict, c. 41. As to this Act, boo pp. 424 et my., jfost. 

[t) lie Tvdd (1844), 3 Notes of (JJaso-’, supplement, p. li., where tho minister 
wa.s Buspoiided for omitting tho words expressing tho hc^po that the decc'iised 
“ rcstoth in our Lord Jesus Christ,’* being under tho impression that the 
decofieed was intoxicated when he died. 

(rt) 37 & 38 Viet. c. 85, s. 8. AVith regard to this Act, and tho means of 
enforcing the due observance of the ritual of tho Church generally, see title 
p]cc LES I A STIC AL L AW. 

(5) Riiblic of the Burial Service incorporated with the Act of TTniformity 
(13 & 14 Car. 2, c. 4). Seo Kscoit v. Masfin (1842), 4 Moo. P. C. (J. 104. In 
addition to those classes, there were formerly others to whom Christian burial 
was denied, notaldy to heretics, to ]>or8on8 not receiving the Holy Sacrament 
at least at Easter, and to persons killed in duels, tilts, or tournaments. Son 
1 Gib. Cod. 450. 

(c) Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 13; ami soe 
p. 428, post. 

(^/) Kemp V. Wiches (1809), 3 Phil. 264; Titchmarsh v. Chapman^ snpra ; 

Nurse v. llenslowe (1844), 3 Notes of Cases, 272. In tho two last-mentioned 
cases baptism according to the custom of the Independents and Primitive Metho- 
dists was considered sufficient. 

(c) Escott V. Mastin, s}rpra. Until 1844 Papists were not only permitted, but 
required, to be buried with tho Church of England service, under tho sauctiou 
of a penalty im])Ose8 on their represeutativeB (stat. 3 Jac. 1, o. 5, s. 10, 
repealed by stat. 7 & 8 Viet. c. 102) ; and see Ksmp v. Wickes^ supra. 
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BuRIAt AND OfiBMATION. 


Sect, a, ' 
Exclusion 
- from 
Christian 
Burial. 

Executed 

crimiuals. 


Brawliug 

etc. 


Apprehen- 
sion of 
offenders. 


Brawliug by 
clergyman. 


interred if the verdict otjelo de se had not been found against such 
person (/). The interment may take place in any of the ways 
prescribed or authorised by tlie Burial Laws Amendment Act, 
1880 (^). 

882 . The body of every offender executed by process of law 
must be buried within the walls of the prison within which judg- 
ment of death is executed on him, unless a Secretary of State, 
being satistied, on the representation of the'visiting justices of 
a prison, that there is no convenient space within the walls for 
such burials, lias by writing appointed some other place for the 
purpose {h). 

Sect. 9: — Bi^awling and Nuisances. 

883 . Any person guilty of riotous, violent, or indecent behaviour 
in any churchyard or burial ground, or who molests, lets, disturbs, 
vexes, or troubles, or by any other unlawful means disquiets or 
misuses, any clergyman in lioly orders celebrating any divine 
service, rite, or office in any churchyard or burial ground, is liable 
on summary conviction to fine or imprisonment (i). An appeal to 
quarter sessions lies against the conviction (/,*). 

An offender against this provision may, immediately after the 
offence is committed, be apprehended l)y any constable or church- 
warden of the parish or place where the ciTence was committed 
and taken before a justice to be dealt with according to law {L). 

A clerk in lioly orders guilty of brawling in a churchyard is liable 
to suspension for such time as the ordinary may think fit (m), 


(/) Interments (folo de se) Act, J882 (4o & 48 Viet. c. ID), s. 2. 

(^) Ibid., 68. 3, 4. Ab to the metliods of burial prescribed aud authorised by the 
Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), see pp. 424 et se^., jiOBt. 
Eormerly the bodies in question were directed by the coroner to be buried in a 
public highway, and a stake driven through them. Tho statute 4 Geo. 4, c. 52, 
directed that they should be buried privately in the usual churchyard or burial 
place between the hours of 9 and 12 p.m. without Christian rites. This statute 
is repealed by the Interments (felo de se) Act, 1882 (45 <fe 46 Viet. c. 19), s. 1. 

(A) Capital Punishment Amendment Act, 1868 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 24), b. 6. 
The Offences against the Person Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Viet. c. 100), s. 3, provides 
that the bodies of persons executed for murder are to be buried within the 
precincts of tho prison; but this provision appears to be superseded, or at least 
modified, by s. 6 of the Act of 18()8. 

(i) Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), s. 2. As 
to the meaning of the section, which extends to brawling in churches etc. as 
well as in churchyards, see Cope v. Barber (1872), L. E. 7 C. P. 393; Kensii v. 

FauVs [Dean and Chapttr\ [1905] 2 K. B. 249. 

[k) Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), s. 4, 
repealed as regards procedure by the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 
Viet c. 43), B. 4. See titles Criminal Ijaw and Procedure ; Ecclesiastical 
Law. 

[l) Ecclesiastical Courts Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), s. 3. The 
words are “ every such offender in the premises after the said misdemeanour so 
committed immediately and forthwith may be apprehended and taken ” etc. 

[m) Stat, 6 & 6 Edw. 6, o. 4, s. 1. The words are if he shall, ** by wordes 
onelye, quarrell, chyde, or brawle.” The statute formerly applied to brawling 
in churches and churchyards by any person, but tho jurisdiction of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts as to brawling was abrogated, aud the Act of Edward VI. 
repealed, except as to persons in holy orders, by the* Ecclesiastical Courts 
Jurisdiction Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 32), ss. 1, 5. 



Part II —Churchyards and Burial in Churchyards. 


and if guilty of assault in the churchyard is liable to excommuni- 
cation (n). 

A nuisance in a churchyard is cognisable by the Ecclesiastical 
Court (o). 

Sect. 10. — Use of Churchyard for Secular Purposes. 

884 . In strictness, when a churchyard or burial ground Inis once 
been consecrated, only an Act of Parliament can divest it of its 
sacred character, and a faculty should not be granted for applying 
it to secular purposes (p). But deviations from the sti’ict rule are 
frequently allowed, and faculties may be granted for various 
purposes consonant with modern requirements ((?). 

A faculty will, in proper cases, be granted for appropriatiiig a 
portion of a churchyard for widening a public highway, at any rate 
where the churchyard is closed for burials (r), or for making and 


(w) Stat. 5 & G ]']dw. G, c. 4, s. 2. See note (m), p. 422, The words aro 

if he shall “ smyte or laye violent liands upon anye other.’* The section 
provides that the offender shall ho ipso facto excoininunicato ; but this merely 
means liable to excommunication. See Bilson v. (fhapnian (17G5), Lee iemj). 
Hard. 190; Wilson v. Greaves (17o7), 1 Burr. 240; Tilchmarsh v. Chapman 
(1844), 3 Notes of Cases, 370, per Sir H. J. Post, at pj). 39G, 397. 

(o) See Quitter v. Newton {l&dV), Garth. 151, cited in Yiatoi v. Gedye (1889), 21 
Ch. D. 507, per IvAY, J., at p. 514. 

(p) See It V. Twiss (18G0), L. R. 4 Q. B. 407, per CoCKnUKN, O.J., at p. 412; 
St. George, Hanover Square (hector) v. Steuart (1740), 2 Stra. 112G, where the 
Ecclesiastical Court was prohibited from granting u faculty to a privato 
person to build a charity school on the churchyard contrary to the wishes of the 
rector and pari.shioners. 

(q) Thus, faculties have been granted, in the case of closed churchyards, for 

the construction of chambers under a churchyard for the storing and transfor- 
mation of olcctricity (Be St. Nicholas Cole Ahhey ; Re St. JJenet Fink Churchyard, 
[1893] P. 58), and for fliglds of steps and entrances thoieto to give access to 
chambers for storing eloctneity constructed under a street adjoining the 
churchyard (Re St. Benet, Sherehog, [1893] 1\ G6, n.). And see the cases cited 
in note (r), infra, and notes (s) and (<), p. 424, post. Faculties were formerly 
granted in some cases for the erection of schools or vestry rooms or the like in 
disused burial grounds (Camphelt v. Paddingtmi {Parishioners) (1852), 16 Jur. 
G46 ; Russell v. St Botolph (Parishioners) (1859), 5 Jur. (n. s.) 300 ; Re Bettison 
(1874), L. K. 4 A. & E. 294; Hansard v. St. Matthew, Bethnal Green (Parishioners) 
(1878), 4 P. D. 4G ; St. George, Hanooer Square (Rector) v. Hall (1879), 5 P. D. 42) ; 
but faculties for such purpose.s coidd not in general be properly issued now, in 
view of the provisions of the Disustjd Burial Grounds Act, 1884 (47 48 Viet, 

c. 72), prohibiting building in disused burial grounds. See London ihanly 
Council v. Dundas, [1904 j P. 1, by which, apparently, St.James-the.-Less, Bethnal 
Green (Vicar) v. Parishioners, [1899] P. 55, must bo taken as overruled ; He St. 
Sepulchre, Holhorn Viaduct (1903), 19 T. ]j. 11. 723; and pp. 532, 533, ‘imt. 

(r) Ex parte Bide ford Parish (Rector), [1900] P. .314, a decision of Sir A. 
CuAKLES in the Court of Aiches, explaining Harper v. Forbes (1859), 5 
Jur. (n. a.) 276. The previous deci.sions of tbo consistorial courts on the 
point had been divergent (67. John's, Walhrook (Rector) v. Parishioners (1852), 
2 Hob, Eccl. 515; aS7. Boioljdi-without^Aldgate (Vicar etc.) v. Parishiemers, [1892] 
P. 161; St. Andrew's, Hove (Vicar) v. Mawn, [1895] P. 228, n. ; Re Plumstead 
Burial Ground, [1895] P, 225 ; St. Nicholas, Leicester (Vicar) v. Langton, [1899] 
J\ 19). In St. John the Baptist, Cardijify tear) v. Parishioners, [1898] P, 156, a 
faculty was granted for the formation <d‘ a footpath across a cKned churchyard 
for the use of the pHrishionerH and jnihlie, subject to provisions for Lho closing of 
the path one day m the year to show that it remained an integral part of the 
churchyard, 
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iencing a pathway across a churchyard as a private way to adjoining 
premises (s). 

Land granted for burials and consecrated for that purpose does 
not, unless under the provisions of a special Act of Parliament, 
revert to the grantor upon the discontinuance of burials therein (a). 


Part ill. — Burial in Consecrated Ground 
without Service of the Church of 
England. 

885. Except in the case of burials under the Burial Laws 
Amendment Act, 18B0(7>), it is necessary that the burial service of 
the Church of England, and no other, should ho performed over 
the dead body of any person (other than a person excluded from the 
right of (hristian burial) who is buried in consecrated ground (c); 
and that service must be performed by a duly authorised minister 
of the Church (d). 

Under the Act of 1880, however, any relative, friend, or legal 
representative having the charge of or being responsible for the 
burial of a deceased person (c) may give notice that it is intended 
that the deceased person shall he buried within the churchyard or 
graveyard (/) of a parish or ecclesiastical district or place without 
the performance, in the manner prescribed by law, of the burial 
service according to the rites of tlie Church of England, and after 
receiving such notice no rector, vicar, incumbent, or officiating 
minister is liable to any censure or penalty, ecclesiastical or civil, 
for permitting such burial (a). 


(«) (rahrici, Ftvchurch street {J(ector) v. of London Jieal Fropniy Co., 
[lS9(i] 96. As to the statutory provisions authorising the utilisation of closed 

clmrchyiirds as open spaces, see pp. 5, ‘53 d seq.^post. As to tJio grant of a faculty 
for the' improvement of a disusi^l burial ground, with a view to its enjoyment 
by the public, before this legislation, see Re (ieorge-in-the-Eost (Rector) 
(1876), 1 P. ]). 311.. 

[(t) V. fdi i'r})ool CoriH/rdtwn (1870), Ji. It. 0 Kip oTS). 

(()) 43 & 44 Viet. c. 41. The Act is often called O.sborne M organ’s Ac,t. 

(c) Keinp V. ITnto (1800), 3 Pbillim. 264, at p. 296. 

(d) Johnson v. Fiiend (1860), tl Jur. (n. 8.) 280; Wood v. I/eadnighy-niin- 
Rurlvy Burial Board, [.180-'] 1 U- h- 713. 

(r) There are special provisioji.s ns to the ]>ciMons by whom the notice nmy be 
given, and to whom it is to bo given, in the casi^ ol deceased piHi])er.s. 8(‘0 
p. 4 2d, poht. 

(/) The term “graveyard” in this connection includes any hui ial ground or 
cemetery vested in any burial board or burial authority having the functions of 
a burial boanl (see ]jp. 44d ei seg., pod), or provided under any Act i elating to 
the burial of the dead, in which the paiishioners or inhabitants of any parish 
or eccle.siastical distrii t have rights uf burial (Burial Laws Amendment Act, 
1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 41), s. 1), and also any cmaetery provided under the 
Public Health (Interments) Act, 1870 (42 A 43 Vmt. c.'^31) (Euiini Act, 1900 
f6d & 64 Viet. c. ld\ H. 7). 

iy) Burial Tjaw-s Amendment Act. 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 1. 
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886. Where it is desired that the burial should take place in 
the consecrated part of a burial ground or cemetery vested in a 
burial authority (//.), the notice is to be given at sucli time and to 
suchP person as the burial authority may direct (i) ; and tho» 
burial authority are under no obligation to transmit it to tlio 
incumbent (fr). 

In other cases tlie notice is to be a forty eiglit liours’ notice^ und 
is to be given to or left at the usual ])lace of abode of tlie reeter, 
vicar, or other incumbent, or, in liis al>sence, the (dliciating ininishir 
in charge of the parisli or eccl(‘.siastieal dislrict or place, or a,ny 
person appointed hy Iiim to receive the notka'. (/). In the case, 
iiowever, of a ccmieieVy or burial ground ((dlier tlian a cemetery or 
burial groinul ju-ovided hy a burial authority) provided under any 
Act relating io the burial of the dead, if a cliaplain is aj)])()inte(l 
to perform the burial service of the Churcli of Engbuid tlieroin, the 
notice is to be addressed to him (m), 

'.rhe notice is to be in writing, plainly signed witli ilie name and 
stating tlic addrciss of the person giving it; it is to be in the form 
scheduled to the Act of 1880, or in a form to the like elTect; it is to 
Ije indorsed on the outside “Notice of Burial”; and it is to state 
the day and hour when the burial is proposed to take place (//)• 

887. The notice, in the case of any deceased poor person whom 
a board of guardians are required or authorised to bury, may be 
given to tlie rector, vicar, or other incumbent, in manner above 
stated, and also to the master of any workhouse in which tlie ])oor 
person may have died, or otherwise to the guardians, l>y the lius- 
band, wife, or next of kiji of such poor person, who for the purposes 
of the Act of 1880 is to be deemed the pcj son having charge of the 
burial; and in such case it is the duty of the guardians to permit 
the body to be buried in the manner provided by that Act (o). 

888. The proprietors or directors of any proprietary cemetery 
may make such bye-laws or regulations as may be necessary for 
enabling any burial to take place therein in accordance witli the 
Act of 1880 (p). 

889. If the time proposed in the notice for the burial is incon- 
venient on account of some other service having been, previously 
to the receipt of the notice, appointed to take place in the church- 
yard or graveyard or the church or chapel connected therewith, or 


(//) As to ilie meaning of burial authority, soo p. 450, 2 >ost. 

(O Burial Act, 1900 {03 & 04 Yict. c. 15), s. 8. 

(Jt) Wood V. Ileadinyley-cum-Burleu Bnnal Board, [^1892] 1 Q. B. 713 

(/) Burial Laws Amondmoiit Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Vict. c. 41), s. 1. 

(in) Ihid» 

(n) I bid., 88. 1, 3. If the address of the person giving the notice is not 
stated, the notice is ineffectual (Hoare v. Bam (1881), 45 J. P. 729). For form 
of notice, see Encyclopedia of Eorais, Vol. III., p. 147. 

(o) Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 &44 Vict. c. 41), s. 2. As to tlie 
powers and duties-of^boaids of guardians with regard to the burial of the poor, 
see pp. 539 Hsey.y post. 
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Burial anjj Cremation. 


l^ART Ul. 
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Oil account oi any byo-laws or regulations la^^ fully in forco iti any 
graveyard limiting tlio tiuies at which burials niuy take place in that 
graveyard, the person receiving the notice inuKt, unless some other 
day or time is mutually arranged within twenty-four hours from 
the time of giving or leaving the notice, signify in writing) to be 
delivered to or left at the address or usual place of abode of the 
])ersoii from whom tins notice has been received, or at the house 
wliero the deceased ])erson is lying, at whieli hour of the day named 
in the notice, or (in case of burial in a cliurchyard, if such day is a 
Sunday, (lood Friday, or (Ihristrnas Day) of the day next following, 
the burial shall take plnce ; and the burial will then take place {q) 
at the hour so appointed or mutually arranged, and in other 
respects in accordance wdth the notice. 

Unless otberwdse mutually arranged, the time of the burial must 
be between 10 a.m. and 0 p.in. if the burial be between April 1 
and October 1, and between 10 a.m. and 13 p.m. if the burial l)e 
between October 1 and April 1. No such burial may, how^ever, 
take place in any churchyard on Sunday, Good Friday, or Christ- 
mas Day, if any such day l)eing proposed by the notice bo objected to 
in writing for a reason assigned by the person receiving the notice (r). 

’When no such intimation of change of hour is sent to the person 
from whom the notice was received, or left at the house where the 
deceased person is lying, the burial is to take place in accordance 
with and at the time specified in the notice {s). 

890. At any burial under the Act of 1880 all persons are to 
have free access to the churchyard or graveyard in which it takes 
l)bice. The burial may take place, at the option of the person 
having charge of or being responsible for the same, either without 
any religious service, or with such Christian and orderly religious 
.service at the grave, as such person may think fit ; and any person 
or persons invited or authorised by the person having charge of or 
being responsible for tlie burial may conduct such service or take 
part in any religious act thereat. The words “ Christian service ” 
for tliis purpose include every religious service used by any church, 
denomination, or person professing to be Christian (0. 

891. All burials under the Act of 1880, wdieihor with or without 
a religious service, must be conducted in a decent and orderly 
manner; and any person guilty of riotous, violent, or indecent 
behaviour at any such burial, or wilfully obstructing such burial or 
any such service as above mentioned thereat, or who delivers any 
address in the churchyard or graveyard not being part of or 
incidental to a religious service permitted by the Act, nor otherwise 
permitted by any lawful authority, or who, under colour of any 
rebugious service or otherwise, in any such churchyard or graveyard, 
wilfully endeavours to bring into contempt or obloquy the Christian 


{q) The words of the section are “ and it shall be lawful for the burial to 
take place, and it shall take place, at the hour ” etc. 

(r) BuiM Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 A 44 Viet. cJ 41), s. 3i 
(«} Jhid», s. 4. 

(Q Ibid., 8. C* 
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religion or the belief or worship of any church or denomination of 
Christians or the members or any minister of any such church or 
denomination, or any other person, is guilty of a misdemeanour {a), 

892 . All regulations as to the position and maldng of the grave* 
which would be in force in any churchyard or graveyard in the case 
of persons interred therein with the service of the Church of 
England apply with regard to burials under the Act of 1880 {b). 

893 . Subject to exceptions in the case of burial grounds provided 
by burial authorities (c), any person who, if the bui'ial had taken 
place with the service of the Church of England, would have been 
entitled by law to receive any fee, is entitled, in case of a burial 
under the Act of 1880, to receive the like fee in respect thereof (d). 

894 . All powers and authorities existing by law on September 7tli, 
1880 (e), for the preservation of order, and for the prevention 
and punishment of disorderly behaviour in any churchyard or 
graveyard, may be exercised in case of a burial without the rites 
of the Cliurch of England in the same manner and by the same 
persons as if the. same had been a burial according to the rites of 
the Church of England (/). 

896 . No minister in holy orders of the Church of England is 
subject to any censure or j)enalty for performing the burial service 
according to the rites of the Church of England in any unconsecrated 
burial ground or cemetery or part of a burial ground or cemetery, or 
in any building thereon, in any case in which he might have lawfully 
used the same service if such iDurial ground or cemetery or part of a 
burial ground or cemetery had been consecrated. And the relative, 
friend, or legal representative having charge of or being responsible 
for the burial of any deceased person who had a right of interment 
in any such unconsecrated ground vested in any burial board or 
authority with the powers of a burial board, or provided under any 
Act relating to the burial of the dead, is entitled, if he think fit, to 
have such burial performed therein according to the rites of the 
Church of England by any minister of the Church of England 
who may be willing to perform the same (g). 


{a) Burial Laws Amendmeut Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 7. 

(bj Ibtd.j 8. 5. As to the position etc. of graves in a churchyard, see p. 415, 
ante. In the case of a burial ground provided by a burial authority these matters 
may be the subject of regulations made before January 1, 1901, by a Secretary 
of State, or since that date by the Local Government Board fsee p, 537, post), or 
of bye-laws (see pp. 508, 509,pasQ, as the case may be. Subject to such regula- 
tions or bye-laws, the burial authority have control over them by virtue of their 
general control over the burial ground. As to the control of the burial autbtuity 
over a burial ground provided under the Burial Acts, see p. 465, post. 

(c) See pp. 480, 481, post. ^ 

(d) Ibid,, 8. 5. As to fees in respect of burials in churchyards, see pp. 428 
et seq.y post. As to burial fees in burial grounds provided by burial authorities, 
see pp. 479 et se(j., 2 )usL 

(e) The words in the section are “ pjjwers and authorities now existing by law 
for the preservation r>f order ” eb'. 

(/) Ibid., s. 8. . Ae Iaj these powers and authorities, sen pp. -122, 423, ante,, 
pp. 466, 612, post, 

(g) Ibid., 8. 12. • 
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Burial and Cremation. 

896 . It is lawful for any minister in holy orders of the Church 
of England authorised to perform the burial service, in any case 
where the burial service according to the rites of the Church of 

, England may not be used and in any other case at the request 
of the relative, friend, or legal representative having the charge of 
or being responsible for the burial of the deceased, to use at the 
burial such service, consisting of prayers taken from the Book of 
Common Prayer and portions of Holy Scripture, as may be 
prescribed or approved of by the ordinary, without being subject 
to any ecclesiastical or otlier censure or penalty (h), 

897 . The Act of 1880 does not autliorise the burial of any 
person in any place where such person would have had no right 
of interment if the Act had not passed, or without performance of 
any express condition on which, by the terms of any trust deed, any 
right of interment in any burial ground vested in trustees under 
such trust deed, not being the churchyard or graveyard or part of 
the churchyard or graveyard of the parish or ecclesiastical district 
in which the same is situate, may have been granted (i). 

898 . There are special provisions, the effect of which will be 
stated later, as to the registration of burials under the Act of 1880, 
and as to the person to whom, in the case of such a burial, the certifi- 
cate of the registrar of births, deaths, and marriages of his having 
registered or received notice of the death is to be delivered, and to 
whom, wljcre the burial is authorised under a coroner's order, such 
order is to be delivered {k). 

899 . Save as in the Act of 1880 expressly provided as to ministers 
of the Church of England, nothing in that Act authorises or enables 
any such minister who has not become a declar(3d member of any 
otlier church or denomination, or executed a deed of relinquishment 
under the Clerical Disabilities Act, 1870 (/), to do any act which 
he would not by law have been authorised or enabled to do 
if the Act had not passed, or exempts him from any censure or 
penalty in respect thereof (/?/). 


Part IV. — Fees on Burial in Church- 
yard etc. 

SncT. 1 . — Ihirial Fi'ch etc.. 

900 . No fee in respect of liurial in a parish churchyard is due at 
eomimon law, but a burial fee may be due by immemorial custom 

(A) Burial Lawn AiiieiKlnieut Act, 1880 (48 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 13. The 
Chuich of Englsiiul sei vico may not he used at, the Inu iiil of siiioidea, uiibaptised 
or cxcominuiiit’jited Seo p. 421, avU. 

(i) JbitL. s. 

[k) JlifLj HA, 10, 11 ; and ace p. 561, « 

[l) 33 & 34 Viet. e. 91. See title Eoci-esiabtioal Law. 

[m) Buiiai Laws Ameuduient Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viol, c. 4J), s. 14. 
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in any particular parish (n), or by statute ; and in fact burial fees 
alleged to be customary are very generally paid. 

901. The burial fee is by custom generally payable to the incum- 
bent ; but it may by custom be payable to the churchwardens of 
the parish (o), or a moiety may be i^ayable to the incumbent and a 
moiety to the churchwardens (p); and there may possibly be oLlicr 
similar special customs. 

There cannot be a valid custom for the payment of a burial 
fee where no service is done(<]r). Thus, there cannot be a custom 
that a fee should be paid to the rector of a parish upon the burial 
of one of his parishioners in another parish (?*). 

902. Burial fees due by custom are not recoverable in a court of 
common law, but in the Ecclesiastical Court only (/>•). If, however, 
the custom be denied, its existence must be tried in the common 
law courts (t), and the Ecclesiastical Court will be restrained by 
prohibition from trying it (a). Statutory burial fees, on the other 
hand, are not recoverable in the Ecclesiastical Court, unless the 
statute expressly or impliedly so provides (b). 

903. In theory, in order that a customary burial fee should be 
payable, the custom must have originated before the time of legal 
memory, i.e., before the commencement of the reign of lUchard 1. 
And though evidence of unifoi-m practice in modern times will 
raise the presumption that tlie custom has existed from before 
the time of legal memory, the presumption will be rebutted if it is 
shown that the custom cannot liave existed so long(c'). In order 
that a burial fee should be due by custom, it must bo reasonable, 
and of fixed amount; and therefore, whatever the practice may 


(?i) A ndrews v. Oaiuthorne (1745), Willos, 5.‘R»; Dean of Exeter's Case (1707), 1 
Salk. 334. lu Gilhert v- Buzzard (1821), 3 Phillim. 335, Lord Stowell (then 
Sir W. Scott) made an order approving a table that had been prepared by the 
vestry of foes for burial in a parish churchyard. In so doing, however, it seems 
clear* that ho must be talten, so far as concerned the fees for ordinary burials, to 
have been merely intimating what fees were in his view proper to be paid, for it 
is quite clear that no oidor of an Ecclebiastical Court can impose an enff>rceable 
liability to pay such fees. See iiprij v. St, Marylehone (Directors etc.) (1839), 2 
Curt. 5, per Jlr. Lusiiington, at pp. 11, 12; Varty v. Nunn (1841), 1 Notes of 
Cases, 191, perDw Lushington, at pp. 207, 208, affirmed 2 Notes of Cases, 108. 

(o) Gilhert v. Buzzard, at pp. 365, 366; Andrews v. Symson fl676), 

3 Keb. 504, 523, 627; Ano7i, (1682), 2 Show. 184; Waring y. Griffiths (1758), 


1 Burr. 440. 

(/>) Littlewoody, WHHanis (1815), 6 Taunt. 277; Bardin y. Cakott (1789),! 
Hag. Con. 14, 17. 

(g) Patten v. GastU nuLn(\lo*^), I Lee, 387 ; Naylor v. Scott (1729), 2 Ld. Raym. 
1558. 


(r) Topsail v. Ferrers (1617), Hob. 175, approved in Burdeaux v. Lancaster 
(1697), 1 Salk. 332, where a christening fee was in dispute. 

(a) Spry v. Gallop (1847), IG M. & W. 716. 

(t) Anderson v. Walker (1692), 2 Lut. 1030. See title Customs and Usages. 
(a) Spry v. St. Marylehone {Directors etc,), supra, per Hr. LusiiiNOTON, at 
p. 11; Topsail v. Ferrers, supra; Dean of Exeter's Case (1707), 1 Salk. 
334. 

(5) Spry V. St, Mai^hhme (Direders etc,), supra. See also Spry v. Empercr 
(1840), 6 M. & W. 639, 

(c) See title Customs;w3^p Usages. 
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Burial and Cremation. 


Sect. 1. 
BnrialFees 
etc. 


Fees on 
erection of 
monuments 
etc. 


Special fees 
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non- 
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have been so far back as the evidence goes, no fee can be due by 
custom of an amount which would have been unreasonably exces- 
sive in the time of Richard I., having regard to the then value of 
money (rf). 

904. Fees in addition to burial fees are generally paid in respect 
of the erection of monuments, the construction of vaults, and the 
like, in a church or churchyard ; but the law with regard to such fees 
is not clearly settled (c). 

905. Special fees are generally paid on the burial of strangers to 
the parish, and an agreement to pay such fees is good and enforce- 
able on the ground thai, when tlie incumheiit is called upon to do 


(d) See J^ri/a7it y. Foot L. R. 8 Q. B. 497 (maniiigo foos). in many 

cases sums tliat T^ould have been excessive in the time of Eichaid I. have 
been held to be payable, c.i/., for toll, by custom, on the ground that the 
custoni may bo taken to have been to pay a reasoiiahlo fee, the modc»rii practic.6 
being taken as evidence of what is reasonable. See Laiurmce v. Hitch (1869), 
L. E. 3 Q. E. 521. These cases were distinguished iii Bryant v. Foot^ supra, 
on the ground that a mairiage fee must necessarily be of a fixed amount ; 
and there seems no reason for distinguishing between burial fees and marriage 
fees in this respect 

(e) It seems clear that such fees may, like ordinary burial fees, be payable by 
custom. See Bardin V, Calcutt (1789), 1 Hag. Con. iHl, pr Lord Stowell (then 
Sir W. Scott), at j). 17 (fees payable to churchwardens) ; Itich v. Bushndl (1827), 
4 Hug. Ecc. 1G4, }u>r Sir J. Nicholl, at p. 173 (fees payable to the vicar on the 
erection of monuirionts in a oluincel of which the freehold was in the rector). 
The existence of fees payable by custom to the incumbent is also recognised 
by provisions in the part of s. 33 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IG Viet. c. 85), 
now repealed by the Burial Act. 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 12 and Sehed. II., 
which refers to fees so due “ by law or custom.” 

The payment of fees may also in some cases be insisted on apart from custom. 
Thus, Tiord Stowej^l in Bardin, v. Calvoti, supra, spoke of a fee in respect of the 
erection of tombstones in a churchyard as being due to the vicar “ as of common 
right” ; and in Yolnkj v. Kinyston-on-Tliames Joint Burials Com'inittee, [1907] 1 
K. B. 416, 0. A., Moui.tot?, L.J., at p. 422, used language which may be under- 
stood as showing that in his view the incumbent is in ordinary cases entitled to 
a fee of tho kind, apart from custom, by virtue of his rights of property in the 
churchyard. It may be doubted, however, wdiothor, apart from custom, any fee 
is due to tho incumbent in the sense that it could be recovered either in a court 
of common law or in tho Ecc-losiasti(;a] Court. It should bo added in this connecj- 
» tion tJiat in Rich v. UashncU, supra, 8ir J. NicuoLi. said that no fee was due to 
tho vicar as of <iommon right in respect of burial in the church of which the 
freehold w'as in tlie rector. As has been seen, however, at p. 417, ante, the 
practice where it is proposed to erect u monument, or tombstone, or vault, is 
to seek tlio consent el the imuxmbent, and of the rector where the freehold is in a 
rector distill el. fr/>m the incumbent, whether, as is tlie strict course, a faculty 
is afterwards applied fur or not. And it seems tliat an ugreornent to pay a fee 
to the lector or iuciimbenl. in rospeet of his consent would bo a good and 
enforceable agreement; son Ncnll v. Ihidytr (1874), L. E. 9 Exch. 214; 
and conipare/lm/i of Fjccter's Cast} (1707), 1 Salk. 331, >vhere it is laid down that 
no fee is due for burial of common right ; “ but whei’e a licence is necessary, tho 
person givijig it. may stand upon his oivn price.’* Again, the Ecclesiastical 
Court is in a position to enforce the payment of a fee to the rector or incumbent 
as a condition f>l thn grant of a faculty. [iiMaiiLnan v. Malpas (1794), 1 Hag, 
Con. 205, Lord would seem to have regarded a demand by a rector 

in whom tho chuicli war. vosted fo]- a reaMotiuble fee in j-espect of his consent to 
the erection of a moumneiit ns j'rupM'r, Itut in Rich v, Bushndl, supra. Sir J. 
L'TOinua. appears to have taken 1 he contrary view. See ftlso Uiihrrt v. Buzmrd 
(1820), 3 Phillim 335; \tjrik JBamhtsUr Uversttrs v. IVinstunUu, 11908 1 I 
* .K. B. 835, C. A. ^ ^ 
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Miiat by ]a A he is not bound to do, he may refuse except upon such 
conditions as lie chooses to impose {/ ). 

90 §. Ttie Ecclesiastical Commissioners, as successors of tlie Church 
Building Commissioners (ff), are empowered to make and fix any 
table of fees (including burial foes) for any parish with the consent 
of tlie vestry or select ves<)*y, or })orson8 exorcising the powers of a 
vestry in such parish, or in oi- for any district c}iapelry<u* parochial 
chapelry, in wliicli any church or chajiol is built or appropriated 
under the Churcli Building Acts, witli the consent novortheless, in 
all such cases, of the bishop of the diocese; and all fees so fixed 
may l)e demanded, received, sued for, prosecuted, aiul recovered by 
the spiritual person or clerlx or sexton to wliom the same are 
assigned in like manner and by the same means as any ancient 
legal fees of a like nature may be sued for, prosecuted, and 
recovered (h). The table ofTees must be registered in the registry 
of the diocese (?'), 

Sect. iJ . — Mortuavlcs or Corse-presenis. 

907 . In connection with the subject of burial fees a few words 
should be said as to mortuaries or corse-presents, though the law 
with regard to these matters has almost, if not entirely, ceased to 
be of more than antiquarian interest. 

A mortuary, at any rate in its more modern form, may bo 
desciibed as a payment due by custom on a man’s death out oi‘ his 
property to the parson. And, whether corse-presiuits and mortuaries 
were identical in origin or not, corso-preBeiits may now be rcigarded 
as only another name for mortuaries {k). 

The right of the clergy to mortuaries was limited by an Act 
of Henry VIII. (i), the main provisions of which are, shortly, 


(/) NevHl V. Bridgtr (1S74), L. R. 9 Bxch. 214 ; aud see Zvx parte Blat hmtfre 
(18S0), 1 B. & Ad. 122, per Llttledale, J., at p. 124. 

(g) Under the Church Building Gominiesionere (Transfer of Powers) Act, 1856 
(19 & 20 Viet. c. 55). 

(h) Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, c. 134), b. 11. The section refers 
to churches or chapels built or appropriated uiuler the (.^liurch Building Acts, 
1818 and 1819 (58 Geo. 3, c. 45 ; 59 Goo. 3, c. 134), only, but would appear to 
be extended to charclies or chapels built or appropriated under later Church 
Building Acts by the Church Building Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, c, 70), s. 25, 

(^) Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, c. 134), s. 18. 

(k) See, as to the origin etc. of mortuaries and corse-presonts, Spehnan, Con- 
cilia, Vol. I., pp. 645, 564, Vol. II., p. 390; Spelman, Be SepuJtura, p. 189; 
Lynd., lib. 1, tit. 3, De Consiietudiue, p. 19, lib. 3, tit. 14, De Sepultura, p. 184, 
tit. 16, De Decimis, p. 196; Glaiiv., lib. 7, c. 5 ; Stillingfleet, Ecclesiastical 
Cases, ed. 1698, Vol. I., p. 248; Solden, Ilistory of Tythes, 287; Dugdale, 
Antiquities of Warwickshire, 2nd ed., p. 929; 2 Co. Inst. 491 ; Fleta, lib. 2, c. 
60, par. 30. The authorities on the subject are collected in Brooke-Little, Law 
of Burial, 3rd ed., pp. 60—52. See also for a full discussion of the nature of 
mortuaries, Ayrton v. Abbott (1849), 14 Q. B. 1, 6, where it was held that 
mortuaries were not recoverable summarily as “ small tithes, offerings, obla- 
tiens, obventions, or compositions ” under stat. 7 & 8 Will. 3, c. 6, s. 2 (now 
repe^ed, except as to tithes, offerings, and compositions not commuted or 
otherwise still payable, by the Statute Law Rovision Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vich 
c. 69)). This ca^B appears to be the last reported decision relating to 
mortuaries. 

(Z) Stat. 21 Hen, 8, a 6. Certain special rights prcseived by the statute 


Burial Fees 
etc. 

Fees under 
Church 
Building 
Acts. 


Nature of a 
mortuary. 


Payment of 
iinurtuaries. 



482 


fiUPvIAL AN!* CllEMATtO" 


Mortuaries 
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Charity. 


to the following ofleLC ; No mortuai> is to bs paid except wheie the 
paj-ment of has been I'ustoniary, nor by any married 

woinaii or rJiild or jn'r^on otlior than a boiifieliolder, nor in the 
ease of a pejsoii dying possessed of gooily to a value under ten 
marks. In the case of persons dying poss(iSsed of goods of greater 
value the mortuary is limited to 8s. 4d. where the value of the 
goods is less than .1*80, to 6 . 9 . 8d. where it is less than ii40, and to 
10s. in other cases, and to tlie caiHioniary sum wheio such sum is 
less than tho limit. No one is to pay move tlian one mortuary, and 
that is payable in the parish where th(^ deceased last resided. 

Mortuaries are recoverable in tho JOcclesiastical Court (/;0, and 
possibly also at law 00- 1^, where proceedings are t iken in Llie 

Ecclesiastical Court, Llie alleged custom on which the claim is 
based is denied, the custom is triable in the courts of common law, 
and prohibition will lie to the Ecclesiastical (V)urt accordingly (e) ; 
l)iii [prohibition will not he granted if, without denial of tiie custom 
of [payment, it is alleged that tho mortuary is of custom payable 
to the impropriator, and not to the vicar (;>). 

Parochial agn'euients for the commutation of mortuaries were 
authorised by the Tithe Act, 1839 (q) ; but, in the absence of a 
special provision in tlie parochial agreement, the provisions of the 
Tithe Act, 1886 (r), do not extend to them (s). 

Part '/.— Alienation of Land for Burial 
Grounds etc. 

Sect. 1. — Introductory. 

908 . The provision, maintenance, or improvement of a burial 
ground of a public character is a charitable purpose (a), 

wore subsequently dealt with by the Mortuaries (Uangor etc.) Abolition Act, 
1713 (13 Anne, c. 6), and the Mortuaries (Chester) Act, 1755 (2S Geo. i2, c. G). 
Tlio statute of Henry VIII. remains unrepoaled. 

(m) 2 Oo. Inst. 491 ; Lynd., lib. 1, tit. 3, De Consuetudine, p. 19. 

(w) Manhy v. Carhs (1816), 2 Price, 284, 7>fir Thomson, 0.13., at p. 29.'); 
llegge’s Parson’s Counsellor, 7th ed., p. 349. 

(c) Prohibition lies in such cases notwithstanding a provision in the statute 
“ Articuli Cleri” (9 Edw. 2, stat. 1, c. 1, 8. 2) declaring that prohibition is not 
to issue to the Ecclesiastical Court in suits for, inter aliaj mortuaries, and a 
somewhat similar provision in the statute “ Cir cum spec te Agatis” (13 Edw. 1, 
stat. 4). See Proud v. Piper (1869^, 3 Mod. Rep. 268 ; White's Case (1589), Cro. 
Eliz. 151; llivde v. Chester (Bishop) (1631), Cro. Car. 237; Johnson'^, Oldham 
(1700), 1 Ld. Raym. 609; Johnson v. Wrightson (1701), 1 Lut. 1006. See also 
Tmrent v. Burley (1726), 2 Stra. 715, where an attempt seems to have been 
made to recover a mortuary by means of proceedings in equity. 

(p) Marhe v. Qilbert (1665), 1 Sid. 263. 

(q) 2 <fe 3 Viet. c. 62, 8. 9, repealed by the Statute T.aw Revision (No. 2) Act, 
1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 51). 

(r) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 71. 

(«) IhiiL, 8. 90. 

(a) Re Vaughan (1886), 33 Ch. D. 187; Be Manser, [1905] 1 Ch. 68, 
where a bequest for the maintenance of a Quaker burial ♦ground was held good ; 
Be [1905] 1 Ch. 279, And see Re Pardoe, [1906] Ch. 184 ; and title 

Charities. 



Part V^- AlienaI’Ion ot* Land f(>r HuuiAii GuoI'n-J's kto. 4Ul.j 

• 

Hence it follows, on the one hand, that a grant of land or money i. 

for such ft purposes in perpetuity is iioL invalid as itiliiuging the Intro- 
nih) against i)erpetnities t/.*). duclory. 


On the btJier luiiid, it follows tliat a devise or beqiM'sl of land, or 
of money to be laid out on land, for the pur 2 X)ses in question, is 
snlqect to the provisions of the Moitniain and Cliaritable XTsea 
Act, 1891 (<), unless it is awtborised by some other Act; and tliat 
before the Act of 1891 such a devise or hcf[uost was void unless 
authorised by statute, as also was a bequest of impure personalty for 
the purposes in ([uestion. It iVdIows similarly that grants inter 
ricoa of land, or of money to bo laid out on land, for the purpose in 
question, unless made pursuant to statutory ivuthority, are valid 
only if made in comqiliance with l\irL 11. of the ]\Torttnain and 
Chai‘ital)lo Uses Act, 1888 (d), and were formerly valid only if made 
in couqdiance with the enactments tliereby reidaced. 

In some cases, moreover, the grant of land for a burial ground Mort-naiu. 
without a licence in mortmain might, unless made in pursuance of 
statutory authority, he voidable under Part L of the Mortmain and 
Charitable Uses Act, 1888 (c), and might similarly have been 
voidable before that Act under the statutes replaced by Part I. of 
that Act if). 

A number of enactments, passed partly with the view of removing Modem 
the ditliciilties in the way of grants for the purpose of burial enactments, 
grounds arising under the onactiuents above referred to and partly 
\vith a view to facilitating grants for the pur 2 )ose by limited 
owners and the like, arc, however, in forced/). Some of these 
enactments are available only for the jmrpose of providing a conse- 
crated burial ground. Others are not so confined, and are thus 
available, for instance, where it is desired to provide a burial 
ground for the use of a religious community other than the 
Established Church. 

909 . A gift for the provision or mainlenanee of a tomb or Maintenance 
seiiulchral monumeiifc of the donor or his familj^ and not witliiii or of tomb etc. 
forming part of the fabric of a church or place of worsliip, is not a not a 
gift for a charitable purpose. Herice a gift, or devise, or bequest charity, 
for such a j)urpose does not come within Part II. of the Mortmain ^ 
and Cliaritable Uses Act, 1888 (/O, or the Mortmain and Charitable 
Uses Act, 1891 (i), and formerly did not come within the enact- 
ments thereby replaced (fc). It follows, too, that a gift, devise, 
or bequest of the kind is invalid if it infringes tlie rules against 
perpetuities (1). But the provision or upkeep of a monument 

(&) As to tho rule against perpetuities, see title Pj^kckt cities. 

(c) 54 & 55 Viet. c. 7S. 

(^d) 51 & 52 Viet, a 42. 

(c) Ibid, See title Couporations. 

(/) Difficulty was in particular esreated by stat. 23 Hen. R, c. 10, 

(^) These enactments, falling conveniently into seven groups, are discussed at 
pp. 43i et seq.y post. 

'h) 51 & 52 Viet, c 42. 

i) 54 & 55 Viet. c. 73. 

k) Mdlick V. A6ylum*{I\esidtnt and Guardians) (1621),! Jac. ISO; Adnam v. 

Cole (1843), 6 Beav. 353. 

(/) Llm/d V. Lloyd (1852), 2 Sim. (N. 8.) 255; Jtickard y. Robson (1862), 31 • 
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BuniAL AND Cremation. 


I'Eci. 1. inside a cliufch or forming part of its fabric is a good charitable 
Intro purpose {tn). 
ductory. 

Skct. ^2.— Gifts for Churches Acts, 1803 and 18]J1, 

« 

Power to pive 910. Under the Gifts for Churches Act, 1803 (n), every sane person 
not more than Qf ^.ge other than a feme covert without her husband (o) having in 

£500 his or her own right any estate or interest in possession, reversion, 

burial or contingency, of or in any lauds or tonemeuts, or of any property 

ground. jtj goods or cliattels, may by (Joed enrolled in manner provided by 

the statute 27 lien. 8, c. 16 (})), or by will duly executed three calendar 
niojjths at least, including the days of execution and death, before 
death, give and grant to any person or body politic or corporate 
all his or her estate, interest, or property in such lands or tenements 
not exceeding five acres, or goods or chattels not exceeding in value 
£500 (^), for or towards, inter alia (r), the repairing, purchasing, or 
providing of ain^ churchyard for a Church of England church or 
chapel, and to be for that purpose applied nceording to the will of 
the benefactor in and by such deed or will expressed, the consent 
and approbation of tlie ordinary being first obtained, and in default 
of such direction, limitation, or appointment, in such manner as 
shall be directed and appointed by the patron and ordinary, with 
the consent and aj)probation of the parson, vicar, or other incum- 
bent ; and such person, body politic or corporate, their heirs and 
successors, may purchase, receive, take, hold, and enjoy for the 
purpose aforesaid, as well from such ])er8ons as may be charitably 
disposed to give the same as from all other persons as may be 

Boav. 24 i; Fowler v. Fowler (18CJ), 33 Beav. GIG; Iloure v. Oahor ne 
L. E. 1 Eq. 6H6; He Iii<jley (18GG), 3G L. J. (cm.) M7 ; Fish v. (1867), 

L. E. 4 Eq. 521 ; UunUr v. Bulloch (1872), L. E. 14 Eq. 4a ; Dawson v. Small 
(1874), Ij. E. 18 Eq. 114; Re Willi^ims (1877), a Ch. IX 735; Re Vaughan 
(1886), 33 Cb, 1), 187; Re Tyler, [1891] 3 Ch. 252, C. A., where a condition 
in a bequest to a charity that the testator b family vault should be kept in 
repair, and that on non-compliance with this condition the bequest should go 
over to another charity, was held to be valid on the principle that the rule 
against perpetuities does not apply to a transfer, in certain events, of property 
from one charity to another; Re Manser, [1905] 1 Ch. C8, where a bequest for 
maintaining a burial ground, and in particular the grave of the testator’s 
wife, was held to be good, the direction with regard to the particular grave being 
merely a special obligation ancillary to the repair of the burial ground, and 
not a separate trust. See title CHAitrTJES. 

(m) lloare v. Oshorne (18CG), Jj. E. 1 Eq. 585; Be Righy's Trusts (1866), 
36 L. J. (on.) 147. 

(a) 43 Geo. 3, c. 108. See further, title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(o) This restriction is not removed by the Married Women’s Property Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 75), s. 1 (1) {Re Smith (1887), 35 Ch. D. 589). 

(p) That is, by being enrolled in the High Court, or (subject to a proviso as 
to land in towns corporate where the corporation officers have authority or have 
been lawfully used to enrol deeds etc.) within the county where the land is situate 
before the oustos rotulorum and two justices and the clerk of the peace, or two 
of them, whereof the clerk of the peace is one, within six months next after 
the date of the deed. 

{q) These limitations do not prevent larger grants where such grants can be 
supported apart from the Act {Re Douglas, [1905] 1 Ch. 279). 

(r) The other purposes are, shortly, providing dhmrches of the Established 
Church and residences for tlie officiating ministers. The provision of a new 
^urch dock iu within these purposes {Re Hendry (1887), 56 L, T. 908). 
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willing to sell or alienate to them, any lands or tenements, goods or 
chattels, without licence in mortmain (,s). 

Only one such gift or devise may he made by one person, and if 
the same exceeds five acres in lands or tenements, or the value of 
it*600 in goods and chattels, it is to be good and valid to that 
extent; and the High Court (i) may make order for reducing 
every such gift or devise within the said limits, and for allotting 
suph specific five acres, and, if occasion require, such specific goods 
and chattels, as in its judgment may he most convenient, and 
otherwise as may appear to the court just and reasonable 

911. The Gifts for Churches Act, 1803, further contains pro- 
visions enabling corporations aggregate or sole to grant, by way of 
gift or exchange, plots of land not exceeding one acre for, inter alia, 
the enlargement of a churchyard, and possibly, in some instances 
the provision of a new churchyard (zr). 

912. The Gifts for Churches Act, 1811, contains provisions 
enabling Crown lands and lands of the Duchy of Lancaster to be 
granted, to an extent not exceeding five acres in the case of any one 
grant, for, inter alia, the purpose of a churchyard for any chin*ch or 
chapel of the Church of England (x). 

By the same Act any person or body politic or corporate seised 
of or entitled to the entire and absolute fee simple of any manor 
is enabled, by deed enrolled in the High Court, to grant to the 
rector, vicar, or other minister of any parish church and his 
successors, or to the curate or minister of any chapel and his 
successors, any land, not exceeding in the whole five acres, parcel of 
the waste of such manor, and lying within the parish or extra- 
parochial district where such church or chapel is or is intended to 
be erected, for the purpose, inter alia, of a churchyard or burying 
ground, or of enlarging a churchyard or burying ground, for such 

(a) Gifts for CUuvchea Act, 1803 (43 Geo. 3, c. 108), s. 1. A bequest of 
money for tlie ropuir of a chiircbyurd is g:oo(l under this section (Ite Vauyhan 
(1880), 33 (vh. 1). 187). So also is a devise on a secret tiaist for the purpose 
of the section (O' Hrien v. Tyssen (1884), 28 Ch. D. 372). But a gift for the 
upkeep of a tomb outside the church is not within it (Re Riylei/s Trust (1800), 
36 L. J. (Cii.) 147 ; Re Vauyhan, supra). The secliori does not authoriso 
the gi’aut or devise of land to be sold in order that the proceeds should be 
applied for the pui'poses of the section, for it contemplates that the laud 
granted or devised should be applied specificiilly to these purposes in connection 
with a particular church (Incorporated Church Building Sndrty v. Coles (185o), 
5 De O. M. & G, 324). A devise of the kind would now, however, be good 
under the Moitmain and (Jburitablo Uses Act, 1S91 (54 & 55 Viot. c. 73), subject 
to the provisions (»f that Act ; see title Ouauities. A giant under the section 
is not rendered involid by a roservKth)u in the grantor’s favour (Fisher v, 
Brierley (1860), 29 L. J. (cu.) 477). As to the apportionment of a bequest under 
the section between pure and impure personalty, see tUnudt v. Herbert (1872), 
7 (Jh. Ajip. 232; Champney v. Daoy (1879), 11 Ch. D. 949. 

(f) This jurisdiction is given by the section to the Lord Chancellor on 
.petition, but appears lo have been liansferred to the High Court by the Supreme 
t\>urt of Judicature Act. 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. 66). 8no ibid., ss. 16, 17, 34, 
76 ; and Re Follard (I88H), 20 Q. K li. 656, C. A. 

(u) Gifts fur Ohurches A<jt, 1803 (43 Guo. 3, c. 108), s. 2. 

( w/) Ibid., s. 4. The s^otuui is very con fined ly expressed. 

(:r) Gifts for Churches Act, 1611 (51 Geo. 3, c. 115), s. 1. Sec further, title 
I’A-'CrKSTASTlOAI. LaNY. 
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Bukial anj) Cremation. 


Sect. 2. 

Gifts for 
Churches 
Acts, 1803 
and fSll. 


parish or extra-parochial place, freed and discharged of and from all 
rights of common thereon (y). 

Skct. 3. — The Burial Ground Act, 1816. 


Sale b7" Under the Burial Ground Act, 1816, any ecclesiastical cor- 

ecciesiasticai poration, aggregate or sole, possessing land adjacent to any cemetery, 
corporation of churchyard, or burying ground, may sell by deed enrolled in the 
exceed?ng one Court within six calendar months, for the purpose of consecra- 

acre, tion, such portion thereof as may be deemed necessary for enlarging 

such cemetery, churchyard, or burial ground, not exceeding one 


Eequirements 
in case of 
corpoiatiou 
bole. 


acre [z), subject, however, in the case of a corporation sole, to 
conditions of which the effect is shortly as follows: — 

The consent of the bishop and of the patron of the living must 
be testified by their being parties to the conveyance. The land 
must be valued and a description thereof prepared by a person 
appointed by the ordinary, and the description and valuation must 
be verified on oath before a justice. If the value exceeds £100, 
land of an equal value must be conveyed to the same uses as that 
conveyed by the corporation sole; if it is between £20 and £100, 


such value must be paid to the Governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty 
to be applied for the benefit of the corporation sole ; and if under 
£20, it must be paid to the corporation sole to be applied by him at 
his own discretion (a). 


indcfcafii- No alienation by an ecclesiastical corporation under the provisions 
bihty of title, of the Burial Ground Act, 1816, is to be questioned after the expira- 
tion of twenty years from the time of such alienation on account of 


any want of compliance with the forms prescribed by the Act (b). 


Skct. 4. — 'The Church Building Acts, 

Acquisition of 914. The Church Building Acts, 1818 to 1884 (6*), contain an 
chutJhyards of provisions for the purchase on behalf of parishes 

and other ecclesiastical areas of land for sites for churches and 
chapels and burial grounds, resembling that contained in the Lands 
Clauses Acts, and including powers for the compulsory acquisition of 
land((0. The compulsory provisions of this code appear, however, 


(y) Gifts for Churchefl Act, 1811 (51 Geo. 3, c. 11.3), e. 2. This enactment 

does not authorise a grant overriding customary rights other than rights of 
common, e.f/., a customary right to use the land as part of a village green 

(Forbea v. Ecclesiastical Commissivners (1872), L. R. 15 Eq. 5l), ® 

(z) Burial Ground Act, 1816 (56 Geo. 3, c. 141), s. 1. 

(a) 8. 2. 

(b) 1 bid., 8. 3. See also ibid., a. 4 ; and p. 445, post. 

(c) This collective title is given to a group of nineteen Acts by the Short 

^des Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 14), s. 2 and Sched. II. There is no provision 
in the Acts that they are to be read or construed together; but s. 25 of the 
Chiircb Bufi^ng Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 70), provides that the powers, privileges, 
and authorities contained in the previous Acts may be used and applied for the 
purpose of carrying the Act of 18-45 and the previous Acts into execution, 
mutatis mutandis, so far as tho same aio applicable thereto, and ai*e not incon- 
eisteut wi^ or repugnant to the Act of 1845. The Acts, it maybe mentioned, 
are notonous for faulty draftsmanship and obscurity^. , 

id) See mrtioularly Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 3, o. 45), ss. 

Churcti Building Act. 1819 (59 Geo, a, c. 134), ss. 36—38; Church Building Act. 
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from the first to have been practically a dead letter (e) ; and the 
provisions as to limited ownei'S appear to be largely superseded by 
later legislation (/). 

The Acts’ further contain provisions for meeting the expenses 
of the acquisition of land lor the purposes above mentioned by 
means of church rates or rates in that nature and grants from a 
sum of iJl,500,000 appropriated by the Acts of 1818 and 1821, and 
enabling the provision of churches and burial grounds to be made 
obligatory. But with the abolition of compulsory church rates (g) 
and the exhaustion of the above-mentioned appropriation these 
provisions have become obsolete. 

The Acts, however, also contain provisions as tci gifts of laud for 
the purposes, inter alia, of burial grounds, and as to the property in 
land for burial grounds acquired under the Acts, and other matters, 
which are still of practical importance. 

The general effect of these provisions is briefly (li) stated below. 
The working of the Church Building Acts is in the hands of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, as successors (?) of a body of commis- 
sioners, commonly known as the Church Building Commissioners, 
originally established by the Church Building Act, 1818, and 
continued from time to time by subsequent Acts. 

915. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners are emj^owered to accept 
and take land for, inter alia, sites of additional churches or chapels, 
including ground for providing a churchyard, and making a proper 
and sullicient access thereto, from any person willing to give the 
8ame(j). Whether this power is extended to land for burial 
grounds indepejideiitly of sites for additional churches is not 
clear {k). 

916. There are provisions authorising the grant for the purposes 
of a burial ground of Crown land and of land of the Duchies of 
Cornwall and liancaster (/), and also, though it may be questioned 

1S21J (S Geo. *1, c. 72), sa. 2 — 4, 7 — 0, 20, 2.S, 20, S4 ; CJinrch JJuilding Act, 
1845 (8 & 0 Viet. c. 70), ss. 19 — 21 ; Ohurcli iLiildiiig Act, 1851 (14 ifc 15 Viet, 
c. 97), s. 27 ; Church Ihiilding Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 82). See furthor, 
title liccLr.srASTiCAn IjAW, and as to compulsory accpiisition of land {^^(jnorally, 
HOO title COMrUJ.HORY rUUCUASE AND CoM I’ENSATION. 

(#?) From a parliamoiitary return of 18S0 (boss. 1, 103, li. 13) these ]»ower8 
would appear to have been exercised only in one case, which occurred iu 1820. 

(/) See particularly Places of Worship Sites Act, 1873 (30 it 37 Viet. c. 50) ; 
Places of Worship Sites Amendment Act, 1882 (45 it 4(i Viet. c. 21); and 
pp. 442 et set/., posf, 

((/) By the Compulsory Church Bate Abolition Act, JtS(>S (.‘>1 & 32 Viot. 
c. i09). 

(A) The obscurity of tlie Acts is such that any attempt to state the effect of 
the enactments referred to with precision would necessarily fail. 

(i) Under the Church Building Commissioners (Transfer of Powers) Act, 
1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 55). 

(/} Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 3, c. 45), s. 33. 

(A:) See Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, c. 134), ss. 36, 37 ; Church 
Building Act, 1822 (3 Gcu. 4, c. 72), s. 26 ; Cliurch Building Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Vict. c. 70), s. 25; J\^orth Manchester Orrrseirs v. Winstardey, [1908 J 1 K. B. 
835, 0. A^'per Btgham, a%p. 8o0. 

(/) C’hurch Building Act, ISIS (58 Geu. 3, c. 45), s. 34 ; Church Building 
•Act, 1838 (1 & 2 Vict. 0. 107), s. 8. 
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Sjbot. 4 . 
The Church 
Building 
Acts. 

Grants by 
charitable 
corporations 
etc. 


Form of 
conveyance. 


Exemption 
from stamp 
duty. 

Consecration. 


whether they are still operative, provisions authorising grants for 
like purposes by Government departments (m). 

917. Any body politic, corporate, and collegiate, and corporation 
aggregate or sole, or any trustees, guardians, commissioners, or 
other persons having the control, care, or management of any hos- 
pitals, schools, charitable foundations, or other public institutions, 
are empowered to grant lands, by way of gift, for, inter alia, church 
or chapel yards or cemeteries or the enlargement thereof. Such 
grants are to be made to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners or their 
nominees to be used for the purposes of the Church Building Acts, 
and are declared to be valid notwithstanding any law, statute, 
usage, or custom to the contrary ; and the grantors are declared to 
be indemnified in respect thereof (?a). 

These powers do not, however, enable trustees of a charity to 
give, for the purposes of the Church Building Acts, lands of the 
charity which are required for the purposes of tlie charity (o). 

918. A statutory form is provided for conveyances to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners or their nominees under the Church 
Building Acts, applicable alike in the case of conveyances by w^ay 
of gift and conveyances by way of sale ; and it is declared that 
such conveyances shall be effectual in law and a complete bar to 
all estates tail, and other estates, rights, titles, trusts, interests, and 
incumbrances (p). 

Conveyances under the Church Building Acts are exempt from 
stamp duty {q). 

919. It is expressly provided that land which is added to an exist- 
ing churchyard or burial ground, or appropriated and set apart for 
a now burial ground under the Church Building Act, 1819, shall be, 
as soon as conveniently may be, consecrated for the burial of the 
dead according to the usage of the Church of England, and be used 
for ever after as an additional burial ground (/). 

But, though the Acts contemplate that burial grounds provided 
under them will in all cases be consecrated, it is not clear whether 


(m) Church Building Act, 1822 (o Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 1. The doubt as to whether 
the powers conferred on Government departments )>y this section are still opera- 
tive arises from the changes in the constitution of such departments which have 
taken place since 1822. 

(u) Ibid, See also Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 3, c. 45), s. 31, 
extended by the Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Oeo. 3, c. 134), s. 37, by 
which somewhat similar, but apparojitly leas oxteiiMive, powers are given. 

(o) A,-0, V. jMa?ic/ieste7' (Bis/wp) (1867), L. R. 3 Eq. 436. 

(j9) Church Building Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 2; and see Church Build 
iiig Act, 1845 (tS & 9 Viet. c. 70), s. 24. See also Church Building Act, 1840 
(3 & 4 Yiut. c. 60), fis. 2—4, w'hereby, subject to certain provisions that can 
hardly have any aj)pliciitioii in the case of a burial ground, a licence in mort- 
main is expressly made unnecessary in the case of conveyances under the Acts. 
These eiuictmonts do not validate a conveyance not authorised by the Acts 
(A. -(7. v. Mant'henin' {BMoji), smo'a), Tlio iJhurch Building Act, 1838 (1 & 2 
Viot. 0. U)7, H. 6), provides a special statiitm v form of ciniveyance for the purpose, -s 
of that Act and the Act of 1831. « , 

(y) Church Building Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 28. 

(r) .Ohm’ch Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, c. 134), s. 38, 
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this expve.-a provisiou extends to burial grounds provided under L 

the other ('hurch Building Acts (s). The Church 

920 - Liiyd obtained for a burial ground under tljo Church ^Act^ 
Building Acta in most cases vests in the incumbent upon — *- 

consecration (t) ; and, thougli in some cases the whole of the land 

for burial 
ground. 

(.s) Seo UhuvoU Building Act, iSlj (8 & 9 Viet. c. 70), 8. ; and note (c), 

p. 4S(), atiie. 

{t) The provisions of the Acts on this subject are complicated. Tho 

f^hurch Building Act, 1810 (oO Geo. 8, c. L'H), by s. 88, provides that 

the freehold of land added to an existing churchyard or burial ground 

or appropriated for a new burial ground under that Act shall upon oousocra- 
tion vest in the person in whom the freehold of tho ancient churchyard or 
burial ground of the parish or chapelry where tho same is situated may be 
vested; and tliis section, though to a largo extent superseded by the later 
enactments mentioned below, is apparently still operative in some cases. 

The Cliurch Building Act, 1822 (3 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 29, provides, putting it 
shortly, that after the expiration of five years after the conveyance of any 
lands to the Church Building Commissioners (now the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners), or to any person, for tho use of any parish or place as a site for a church 
or chapel or a church or chapel j’^ard or cemetery, whether by gift or grant, or 
upon a sale under that Act or the Acts of 1818 and 1819, although no church or 
chapel shall, before the expiration of the five years, have been built and con- 
secrated upon tho site, such lands shall become and remain vested in tlie 
Commissioners or person to whom tho same were convoyed for the purposes of 
the Acts, free from adverse claims. Probably, however, this enactment did not 
alTect the vesting of consecrated land in the incumbent etc. under the Act of 
1819. It has been generally referred to in text-books as intended merely to 
make tho title indefensible. As to its effect in that respect, see v. 

ManchesUr (/h'iAop) (1867), L. E. 3 Eq. 436. 

The Church Building Act, 1824 (6 Geo. 4, c. 103), s. 14, provides that the 
site of a church built under that Act, with the cemetery belonging thereto, 
if any, shall vest in tho persons named in the sentence of consecration as a 
body corporate ; and the Church Building Act, 1831 (1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 38), 

8. 9, contains a somewhat similar provision as to the site of a church built 
under that Act, with the cemetery, if any, belonging thereto. See also ss. 17 
and 18 of that Act us to tho iiidefeaaibility of the title. But a church so built 
may become the church of a new parish, in which case the provisions of tho Act 
of 1856 referred to below would apparently vest tho freehold in the incumbent. 

And, again, if the land had been conveyed to the Church Building Commissioners 
or Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the provisions of the Act of 1845 referred to 
below might apply to tho exclusion of the provisions of the Act of 1824. 

The Church Building Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 70), s. 13, provides that 
the freehold of every burial ground of which the Church Building Commis- 
sioners (now the Ecclesiastical Commissioners) may have accepted or shall 
accept a conveyance under the Church Building Acts shall after consecration vest 
in the incumbent for the time being of the church to which the burial ground 
belongs, or if there is no such incumbent, then in such body or person as the 
Commissioners, with consent of tho bishop, direct, until there is an incumbent, 
and then in such incumbent, for the use of the inhabitants of the place for which 
the burial ground was acquired. Tho same section provides that the freehold 
of the site of every church of which tho Commissioners may have accepted or 
shall accept a conveyance under the Church Building Acts (as to any church 
not yet consecrated, when the same shall bo consecrated) shall vest in the 
incumbent. Under this branch of the section it has been held that the whole 
vests in the incumbent, though only a portion has been consecrated {Plumstead 
District Board of Works v. j^cdesmstical Commisaionera, [1891] 2 Q. B. 361; Ex 
parte London (Jaunty Council, [1896] 1 Ch. 520). 

Lastly, the New Parises »Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 104), s. 10, provides 
that (subject to a provision as to local Acts) the freehold of the site of the 
church of any new pari^, and of the churchyard, burial ground, and vaiilts 
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Sect. 4. conveyed may vest in the incumbent where part only has been 
The Church consecrated («), in genei'al the land until consecrated vests in tbu 

Building Ecclesiastical Commissioners or other })ersons to whom ii was con - 
Acts. veyed(ie). The Ecclesiastical Commissioners luive corhlin statutory 
powers for dealing with land obtained under the Acts but not 
consecrated (a). 

Acquisition of 921. Wliere IjukI for a burial ground ])un;has 0 d l)y <>** nndt'r 
land outside Llui aiitlioriLy of Uio Ucclosiastioal (loniiMissionors, or wiLli nioiie> 
grantod by ibong iiiidor iJio Cliurcb J^uilding Aobs, is situate 
outside ibe area fur wliieli ibo ground is olitainod, tlie ground 
upon eonseeraiion ipso facto b(3C0ines part of that area (/^) ; and 
in all cases, if the'Kccdosiastical Commissioners accejit a conveyance 
of land for a new or additional burial ground under the Acts, they 
may declare that tho land shall after consecratiou become part of 
the area on hehiilf of which it has been conveyed (r). 


(Uiapelnc- 922. There are provisions under which, \\heve a burial ground is 
coriiniodation provided Under the Church Building Acts for two or more areas (d), 
several areas* ^ chapcl and a lodge or other building maybe provided for th(> 
common use of the several areas, subject to regulation by the 
bishop (c), and under which, in the case of such a burial ground, 
the hisljop has power to dispense with the separate fencing of the 
parts of the ground belonging to tlie soveral paiishes, and to 
authorise the inclosure of the whole of the land by a single fence (y’h 
Tho repair of such chapel etc. and fence is to be provided for by 
means of a repair fund invested in tho names of trustees, with 
regard to wliose appointment etc. there are statutory provisions (f/). 
The freehold of such a chapel when consecrated, and of any lodge, 
walks, or gates of the burial ground, vests in the bishop ; and tlie 


belonging thereto, shall vest in the incuinbout, and that lands conveyed for 
such purposes shall he discharged from adverse claims. See also New Parislics 
Acts and Church Buildings Acts Amendment Act, 1809 (8*2 & 33 Viet. c. 9-1). 
ss. 6, 7 ; Places of Worship Sites Act, 1873 (30 & 37 Viet. c. 50), s. 5 ; aiul 
p. 444, post. 

('a) See Phimsfead District Board of IFcrA-s FA'clcsiastical Cionmissivntr<. 
[1891] 2 Q. B. 301. 

(/c) See Church Building Act, 18*22 Gee c. 72), s. ‘29; and uoto(/), 
p. 439, ante. 

(a) Church Building Act, 1818 (58 Oeo. 3, c. 45), s. 51 ; Cliurch Building Ad, 
18‘22 (3 Geo. 4, c. 72), s. 34; Church Building Act, 1840 (3 k 4 Viet c. OOi. 
s. 19. 

{h) Church Building Act, 1819 (59 Geo.'S, c. 134), s. 22; Church Bnildmi: 
Act, 1822 (3 Geo 4, c. 72), s. 20. 

(c) Chiu’ch Building Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. TO), s. 14. 

(d) ^ As appears from tho provisions as to fencing in tho Chui'ch Building 
(Burial Service in Chapels) Act, 1810 (9 & lo Viefc. c. 08), s. 3, infnx, the 
case con tein plated is that of a ground part of which constitutes the burii'l 
ground of one area and part of which constitutes the burial ground of anothoi’. 
The provision of a burial ground the whole of which is to be for the use of 
two areas does not appear to be authorised by the Acts. 

(e) Ibid., ss. 1, 2; and see s, 6, defining “parish.” S. 1 contains special 
provisions as to bunal fees. 

(/) Ihid.i 8 . 3 , ^ , 

(f/) Jhid.y s. 4. There is no provision as to the source from which the fund 
to come. It is no doubt contemplated that it will be subscribed or the like, 
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preservation and custody thereof is placed in the hands of the 
trustees (h). 

Sect. 5. — The New Parishes Acts. 

923. The New Parishes Acts do not author! so the grant of land 
or j)roperly for the purposes of a burial ground eo nomine ; but 
they contain provisions of the widest scope authorising the grant by 
deed duly enrolled or devise of real property and the gift or bequest 
of personal property to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for, inter 
alia, providing churches and chapels for the purposes of the Acts (i ) ; 
and probably the ex])ressions church ” and chapel ” may be 
talven for this purpose to include burial grounds attached t1ioroto(/r). 

Tlie Acts also provide for the vesting of the burial ground of a 
neAV parish in the incumbent (/). 

Sect. G. — The Consecration of Churchyards Acts, 

924. The powers for granting land to an extent not exceeding 
one acre as a site for a school conferred on limited owners by the 
School Sites Acts, 1841 and 1849 {m), arc extended by the Consecra- 
tion of Churchyards Acts to the grant of land for tlie enlargement 
of churchyards or burial-places, subject to provisions of which the 
effect is as follows (a). 

The grant is not to bo made otherwise tlian in fee simple, 
and may be made in a statutory form. A grant may be made 
))y a tenant for life without the concurrence of the person next 
(‘utitled in remainder in fee simple or fee tail, and the grant is 
good w'ithout licence in mortmain (o). 

The conveyance is exempt from stamp duty (p), and after five 
years confers an indefeasible title on the person or cor])oration in 
whom the churchyard or liurial-place enlarged is vested (^/). 

925. Wlien any land so added to a consecrated churchyard is 
the gift of any person, whether resident or not in the parish or 
ecclesiastical district in which the churchyard is situated, the giver 
of the land may reserve the exclusive right in perpetuity of burial 
and of placing monuments and gravestones in a part of the land 


Seot.M. 
The Church 
Building 
Acts. 

New Parishes 
Acts. 


0 rants of laiul 
not cxceedinji 
one acre for 
enlargement 
of churchyard. 


Reservation ol 
exclusive 
right of 
burial. 


[li) Church Ihiilding Act, ISOl (11 & lo Viet. c. 97), s. *28. 

(t) New Parishes Act, 184.S (6 & 7 Viet. c. a7). s. 22, amended and extondetl 
by New Parishes Act, 18T1 (7 & S Viet, c. 94), s. 7 ; C/hurch Building Act, 
1851 (14 (fc 15 Viet. c. 97), s. 24 ; and Now Parishes Act, 18.>f> (19 & *20 Viet, 
c. 101), 8. 4. See further, title EccLEsiAsncAT. Law. 

(/k) See iL v. Ahnji (1854), 23 L. J. (m. c.) 154, per Eiti.K, J., at irp. 155, 156, 
as to the expression “ church ” including Uie burial ground. 

(/) See note (^), p. 439, ante. 

(m) 4 & 5 Viet. c. 38 ; 12 & 13 Viet. c. 49. 

in) Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1807 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133), s. 4. By 
K. 2 of the Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1868 (31 & 32 V'ict. c. 47), the Act 
of 1867 is declared applicable to burial grounds attached to or belonging to 
union houses. 

(o) Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133), ss, 4, 5. 
44ie statutory form expresses the grant to bo “ unto the poi son or persons, or 
•‘orporation sole or aggregate, in whom ” the churchyard or burial ground 
to be enlarged “ is cow vested, hie or their heirs iir aiiccesaors.” 

(p) IhuL, 6. • * 

<V) J bill,, b. 7, 
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added, not exceeding one-sixth of the whole of such land. The 
part in which such right is reserved must be shown and coloured 
on the plan indorsed on the instrument declaring or recording the 
consecration of the added land; and a memorandun; in a form 
prescribed (to be prepared and executed at tlie expense of the 
person making the reservation) must be written on such instrument 
and signed by the incumbent and churchwardens of the parish or 
ecclesiastical district in which the churchyard is situated. The 
memorandum so signed, after the land is consecrated, operates as 
an exclusive right in perpetuity in the land therein referred to (?*)• 

The exclusive rights above mentioned are to be considered to be 
the real estate of the giver, his heirs and assigns, and no body 
may be buried dr monument or gravestone placed in the land 
in wliich such rights have been granted, except by consent of the 
owner thereof for the time being, save that siu*li consent is not 
necessary for the burial of a deceased owner, or of a wife or 
widow of any deceased owner wlio has been or is about to be buried 
in such ground. But no such reservation gives tlie right to bury 
the body of any person not entitled to l)o l)uried in consecrated 
ground, and all powers of the bishop of the diocese and persons 
acting under his authority as to the placing and erection of monu- 
ments and gravestones and to the placing and removal of inscrip- 
tions in churchyards remain in force in the reserved ground (.s*). 

Such reserved portion is not to be included in any Ordei' 
in Council under the Burial Acts for closing the churchyard to 
which it belongs, but it may be closed under a separate Ordoi- 
founded on a special report that the ground is in such a state ns 
to render any further interments therein prejudicial to the public (l). 

Sect. 7. — T/te Places of Worship Sites Acts. 

926. The Places of Worship Silos Act, 1873 (^0, and the Places of 
Worship Sites Amendment Act, 1882 (a), authorise the grant, convey- 
ance, or enfranchisement by way of gift, sale, or exchange in fee 
simple or for a term of years, of any quantity, not exceeding one acre, 
of land, not being part of tlie demesne or pleasure ground attached 
to any mansiondiouse, as, inter alia, a site for a burial-place (6). 

(r) Confiecration of Churchyards Act, 1807 (80 & 31 Viet. o. 133), s. 9, as 
amended by Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1868 (31 t't 32 Viet. c. 47), s. 1. 
The prescribed form of memorandum is as follows 

We, A. B. [rector, vicar, or incumbent] and C. J). and churchwardens, 

of , declaro the pie^ of land [he7r, insert the descriplion and measuremenil 
and coloured on this plan, to be the burial-place of Q. 11., tho givor of tli(f 
land added to tho ohiuchyard of , his heirs and assigns. 

Signed A. li., 

C. 1)., 

E. E., 

in tlie presence of J. Iv. 

“ Dated this day of 

(s) (Wseoratioii of Churchyards Act, 1867 (30 it 31 Viet. c. 133), s. 10, fis 
amended by Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1868(31 & 32 Viet. c. 47), s. 1. 

(t) Consecratiijn of Churchyards Act, 1SG7 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133), s. 11. 
As to the closing of burial grounds under the Burial Acts, see pp. 52f> &t seq., pi>si, 

^e/) 36 it 37 Viet c. 50, , 

{a) 45 46 Viet, c 21. ' 

(h) Places of Woirthip Sites Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 50), s. 1. The . 
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This power is given, in the first place, to tenants in foe or in tail 
or for life or lives of freehold land beneficially interested and in 
possession, subject, in the case of a tenant for life or lives, to the 
consent of the person next entitled in remainder in fee simple or 
fee tail, special provision being made for cases where such person 
is under disability or is unborn or unascertained (c), 

Secondly, the power is extended to the case of lands of copyhold 
or customary tenure, subject to the provisions of the Lands Clauses 
Acts (d) with respect to copyhold lands (c). 

Thirdly, the power is made exercisable by persons equitably 
interested in lands without the concurrence of the trustees in whom 
tlie legal estate is vested, by married women with the concurrence 
of their husbands l)ut without aclcnowledgment, and by guardians 
and committees on behalf of infants and lunatics (/). 

Fourthly, the power is extended to any corporation, ecclesiastical 
or lay, whether solo or aggregate, and any officers, justices of the 
peace, trustees, or commissioners holding land for public, ecclesi- 
astical, parochial, charitable, or other purposes or objects, subject 
to conditions of whicli the effect is shortly as follows : — 

In the case of an ecclesiastical corporation sole below the dignity 
of a bishop, the consent of the bishop is requisite. 

In the case of a municipal corporation the consent of the 
Treasury is requisite. 

In the case of parochial property the consent of a majority of 
the ratepayers and owners of property in tlie parish assembled at 
a meeiing convened in the manner prescribed by the Union and 
Parish Property Act, 1835 (ff), and of the Local Government Board 
and of the guardians of the poor of the parish or of the union 
comprising the parish, is requisite. 

In the case of property held on trust for charitable pinqioses the 
consent of the Charity Commissioners (or in some cases of the 
Board of Education {h) ) is requisite («)• 

purposes authorised are sites for churches, chapels, meeting-houses, or other 
places of diviue worship, and residences for ministers officiating in such places 
of worship or any places of worship within a mile of the site. See further, title 
Kcclesiastical Law. 

(c) Ibid, ; Places of Worship Sites Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 21), 
B. 2; and see Re Salisbury (Marquis) and Ecclesiastical Oornmissionere (]87(>), 2 
Ch. D. 29, C. A. 

(d) Lands Glauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), ss. 95 — 98. 
For the Lands Clauses Acts, seo title Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation. 

(e) Places of Worship Sites Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 50), s. I . 

(/) Ihid.f 8. 3. The section provides that upon such a conveyance the 
legal estate shall vest in the “trustees of such place of worship or residence,” 
the draftsman having apparently forgotten the case of a burial ground. 

(g) 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69. The Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet, 
c. 73), B. 62(1), which in the case of rural parishes substitutes the consent of 
the parish meeting for that of the ratepayers and owners of property for certain 
statutory purposes, does not affect the consent of owners and ratepayers required 
under the Places of Worship Sites Acts. 

(h) See Board of Education (Powers) Order in Council, 1902, whereby the 
consent of the Board of Education is substituted for that of the Charity 
Commissioners in regard to educational endowments. 

(i) Places of Worship Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet. c. 21), 

B. 1, 
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927. One person may f^vani more than one site under the Acts, 
provided thai each site does not exceed one acre in extent (/()• 

There are luovisions as to tlie payment and application of the 
})urchase-irioney or money received for equality of oxchaiige(Z), 
and for ilie apportionment of rent to wliicli the land granted is 
Rulqect, and savings for incnrnln-ances (/;/) ; and tliere is a provision 
for the reverter of the land if not used for the statutory purposes (??). 

Conveyances for the juirposes of the Acts ina}^ he made in a 
statutory form (o). 

928. The ]K*isonB authorised hy the Acts to mak(! grants may 
convey, hy way of gift, sale, or exchange, any site or sites, noL 
exceeding an aereiin the case of finy one site, for any of the pur- 
poses of the ('hurch Ijuilding Acts (wdiic)i purposes, as has been 
Hecn(jj), include those of a burial ground), to the Kcclesiastical 
CojnnjissjoiKU’s, or as tlicy may diircL; and those Commissioners 
may act as trustees for the purpose of taking and liolding any sites 
granted under tlui Acts. And all conveyances made under these pro- 
visions 0/) are to he deemed to he made under the Church Building 
Acts, and tlie land conveyed is to vest in conformity with such 
conveyances and the Ohurcli Building Acts(r). 

Sect. 8. — Trustee Appi)intment Jets. 

929. The Trustee Appointment Acts, 1850 to 181)0, coiitain 
provisions dealing with tlui appointment of new trustees when land 
for the purpose of, inter aim, a hurial ground, has been acquired in 
trust for any congregation or societ}’ or body of persons associated 
for religious purposes, or hy trustees in connection with any society 
or body of ]»crsons comprising several congregations or other 
sections or divisions or component parts associated together for 
any religious jiurposes, and provisions also to the effect that the 
conveyance or other assurance of the land shall not only vest the 
land in the parties named therein, hut also in their successors iii 
office duly appointed without further assurance. 

If such land is of copyJiold or customary tenure and liable to 
payment of any line, with or without a heriot, on the death or 
alienation of the tenant thereof, a sum corresponding to such fine 
and heriot becomes due to, and may he recovered by, the lord of the 
manor on the next appointment of a new trustee or trustees thereof, 


(A) Places of Worship Sites Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. oO), s. 1. 

(l) Ibid., c. 2. 

(m) Ibid., 8. 3. 
pi) Ibid,, B. 1. 

e lbid.f 8. 4. The section in terms anthorises the iiao of the statutory fonri 
in the case of a site for a place of worship or the residence of a minister, 
but the form itself, which is contained in the section, is adapted, inter alia, to 
the case of a burial-place. For a modification of the statutory form suitable in 
certain cases, see Encyclopedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 122. 
f p) See pp. 436 et seq., ante, 

(y) The words are “ all conveyances made under this present enactment.*’ 

{r) Places of Worship Sites Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Viet. c. 50), s. 5. As to the 
veiling of burial grounds under the Church BuildAig*Acts, see Church Buildiny^ 
Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 70), b. 13 ; and p. 439, ante. 
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and at the expiration of every period of forty years thereafter so 
long as such land is held in trust as before mentioned (s). 

SijCT. 9. — Vesting of Properly vi Burial Grounds. 

930 . There Is a general provision in ilie Burial Ground Act, 1810, 
that all ground whicli has been or shall be consecrated as burial 
ground shall alter twenty years from the time of such consecration 
be considered as discharged from all adverse titles, claims, and 
demands wliatsoever, and as absolutely vested in the trustee or 
trustees, if any, thereof, and if there should not be any such 
trustee or trustees, then in the vicar or jjcrpetual curate, if any, for 
the time being, and if then) should not be any vicar or perpetual 
curate, then in the rector for the time being, of each parish in which 
such burial ground is situate (0- 


Part VI. — Provision of Burial Grounds under 

Burial Acts. 

Sect. 1. — Preliminary. 

Sub-Sect. l ^— IntToduciory . 

931 . It is proposed, in tlie present part of this title, to discuss 
the provision and maintenance of burial grounds by burial boards 
and other authorities under the Burial Acts, 185‘2 to 1906 (w), and 
matters connected therewith. The complexity of the subject renders 
some preliminary observations oii the legislation necessary. 

932 . The first of the group of Acts in question — the Burial Act, 
1852 (/c) — applied originally only to the metropolis as defined by that 
Act («) ; and while most of its provisions were extended to the rest of 
the country by the Burial Act, 1853(5), so that in the main the Act 


(ff) Trustee Appointment Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 28); Trustee Ai)point* 
meut Act, 1809 (32 S', S3 Viet. c. 20) ; Trustee Appointment Act, 1890 (53 & 54 
Viet. c. 19). See further, title Ecclesiastical Law. 

(4) Burial Ground Act, 1816 (66 Geo. 3, c. 141), b. 4. In 
Corjjoratiim v. St. Martin-in^t he- Fields (Vicar etc.) (1907), 96 L. T. 491, land 
acquired under statutory powers in the early part of the eighteenth century for 
the enlargemeut of a churchyard and conveyed to trustees for that purpose 
and duly consecrated, together with a vestry room, not itself consecrated, built 
on the land, was held to nave vested in the vicar under this enactment upon the 
presumed death of the last surviving trustee. 

(w) The collective title of the Burial Acts, 1852 to 1906, is given to a group of 
fifteen Acts, beginning with the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. o. 85), and 
ending with the Burial Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 44), by the combined operation 
of the Short Titles Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 14), s. 2, Sched. II., the Burial 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 13, and tho Burial Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 44), 
8. 3. 

f7(;) 16 & 16 Viet c. 85. 
fa) Ibid., 8. 53 and Sched. A. 

(6) 16 & 17 Viet c. 134, 8.*7. Words referring to the metropolis in the sections 
of tho Act of 1852 which were thus extended to the rest of the country were 
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Becjt, 1. of 1 852 has since been of general application, a few of its provisions 
Preliminary, lemain applicable only to the metropolis within the meaning of 
, the Act, and the distinction between the “ metropolis ” and the rest 

of tlie country has been kept up to a slight extent in the later 
. • legislation (r). 

Areaof I'h© area defined as constituting the “metropolis’" for the pur- 

luetropoiis. poses of tlie Act of 1852 (d) differs in some respects from that defined 
as the “ meti opolis ” for the purposes of the Metropolis Management 
Acts {e), and Jiow, with some alterations, constituting the administra- 
tive county of Ijondon. The result is that the “ metropolis ” for the 
purposes of the Burial Acts, that is to say, the area to which the 
exclusively metropolitan provisions of those Acts apply, is not 
co-extensive with the administrative county of London, but, speaking 
broadly, differs from that area in that it includes Willesden and 
excludes Eltham, Lee, Kidbrooke, and Lewisham. Perige, which 
was formerly in the administrative county of London, buh is so no 
longer, is not in the “ metropolis ” for the purposes of the Burial 
Acts (/). 


Establish- 
lueiitof burial 
boards. 


(1) Areas 
other than 
parisliGB. 


933. The scheme of the Burial Acts, 1852 and 1853 (f/), as regards 
the provision and maintenance of burial grounds, was to enable the 
vestrv of a parish to pass a resolution for the provision of a burial 
ground, and to provide for the esiabliHhment, upon the passing of 
Bucli a resolution, of a “ burial board ” elected by, and to some 
extent under the control of, the vestry, as the executive authority 
to provide tlie burial ground and otherwise carry the Acts into 
execution. 

The initial simplicity of tliis scheme has, however, since been 
much modified. 

Tlje later Burial Acts contain provisions enabling burial grounds 
to bo provided, and elective burial boards established, for areas 
other than parishes in like manner as for parishes. 


repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Viet. c. 56), s. 1 
and Sched. I., and are omitted in the Revised Statutes. In these circum- 
stances, it has been thought sufficient in the present title to cite the sections 
ol‘ the Act of 1852 that are of general application without refening to the 
extending section of the Act of 185;i. 

(c) The operation of the Burial Acts in the administrative county of London 
differs very much from their operation elsewhere (see pp. 500 et seq,, post) ; hut 
tliis is chiefly in consequence of the provisions of the London Government Act, 
1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), and not of the distinction drawn in the Burial Acts 
between the “ metropolis ” and the rest of the country. 

(d) The metropolis ’* is defined by s. 53 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 
Viet. c. 85), as meaning and including the cities and liberties of London and 
Westminster, the borough of Southwark, and the parishes etc. mentioned in 
Sched. A to the Act. 

(e) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 120 and the various amending Acts, for which see title 
Meteopolis. 

(/) It is not practicable to state the differences between the two areas 
with complete precision, »s changes have taken place in the boundaries of 
many of the parishes and other areas referred to in the definition of “ metropolis ” 
in the Act of 1852, and it is not possible, without investigation of numerous 
particular cases, to say whether these changes have or have not altered the area 
constituting the ** metropolis *’ for the purposes of tLat^,Act. 

ig) 16 & 16 Viet. c. 86; 16 & 17 Viet. c. 134. 
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Under provisions contained partly in the later Burial Acts and Sbcc. i. 
partly in other statutes, borough councils and%ther urban autho- Preliminary, 
rities, and in some cases the members of such an authority repre- * 

senting a. particular ward, may be invested with the functions of Lthorities. 
elective burial boards, subject to some modifications. • 

Important alterations in tlie operation of the Burial Acts are (3) Rural 
made by the Local Government Act, 1894 (h), particularly as regards tiistricts. 
parishes and other areas in rural districts. Thus, to mention 
only the more important of these alterations, the power of passing 
the initial resolution for the provision of a burial ground under the 
Burial Acts — or, in the phraseology of the Act of 1894, the power 
of “adopting** tlie Burial Acts — ^is, in the case of parishes and 
other areas in rural districts, transferred from vestries and like bodies 
to parish meetings ; as also are, to a great extent, the other functions 
of vestries under the Burial Acts (i). The functions of burial boards 
already in existence for parishes and other areas wholly or partly 
in rural districts were in general transferred to parish councils, 
or in some instances to parish councils, parish meetings, and 
urban authorities, or some of such bodies, jointly, in which case the 
functions in question .are discliargcd by a joint committee of the 
appointing authorities (j). Provision is made that, on the subsequent 
adoption of the Acts for a rural parish under a parish council, or 
for part of such a parish, the parish council shall act as the 
executive authority for the purposes of the Acts in lieu of an elective 
burial board (/;) ; and there is a provision which enables the parish 
meeting of a rural paririi not having a parish council to be 
constituted the executive authority for the purposes of the Acts (1), 

Under the London Government Act, 1899 (m), another method (4) Metro- 
of “adopting” tlie Burial Acts is substituted in the case of areas 
in London for the passing of a resolution to provide a burial ^ 

ground, and provision is made securing that the metropolitan 
boi'ough councils, to the exclusion of any other form of authority, 
shall in Ijondon act as the executive authorities under the ActB(?i). 

Under special legislation, the Corporation of the City of London (6) City of 
have, with some modifications, the functions of a bir ial board for 
the City(u). 

One result of these changes is that tlie functions of an elective Various buriaJ 
burial board may now be found vested, subject to greater or less aiithomies, 
modification, in an urban authority, the nuiinb(-u*s of an urban 
authority representing a particular ward, a jiarish council, a parish 
meeting, a joint committee jip])oinL(‘d by parish councils, parish 
meetings, and urban authorities, or two or more of such bodies, or 
a metropolitan borough council, as well as in an elective burial 

(/i) f)G& o7 Vict. c. 73. Por this Act see generally, title Local Goveiinment. 

(0 7(1), (3), (4), (8). 

(j) IbiJj, ss. 7(5), 53 (2); J^ocal Government (Joint Committees) Act, ]8fl7 
(00 & 01 Vicjt, c. 40) ; and see pp. 499, 500, post, 

[k) Local Government Act, IS94 (50 & 57 Vict. c. 73), s. 7 (7); and seep. 193, 
post. 

g) Illd,, B, 19 (10): and see pp. 4H3, 491, jmL 
{m) &2 & 03 Vict. 0 . 14. ^ 

(/*) JbiiL, 8. 4 ; and ssb pp. 500 ef seq.j post, 

(c) Hee p. 503j pout. 
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board. All such ^culi^^^fethorities under the Burial Acts are, 
together with the ^Hrporation of the City of London, in whom, as 
has been said, the functions of a burial board are vested, and local 
authorities maintaining burial grounds under certain other legisla- 
tion, referred to in recent legislation as burial authorities ''(p). 

It is proposed to confine attention in the next section mainly to 
the case of elective burial boards for parishes and other areas 
wholly comprised in urban districts. It will, however, be con- 
venient to make occasional reference to other burial authorities. 

The Burial Acts, 1852 and 1853, as has been said, contem-'^' 
plated the establishment of burial boards for parishes only(g^). 
Subsequently, however, various other areas wore put in the position 
of parishes for the purposes of the Acts. The result is that many of 
the enactments in the Acts of 1852 and 1853, and even in later 
Acts, which are expressed in reference to parishes, have a more 
general application. In the ensuing pages the language ot these 
enactments has, whenever it has seemed possible to do so without 
substantial risk of inaccuracy, been generalised so as to state their 
effect as extended to areas other than parishes; but it has not been 
thouglit necessary on each occasion to cite the extending enactments 
as well as the original enactment. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — 

934 . The Burial Acts, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1857, 1859, 1871, and 
1900, are incorporated with each other (r), and the interpretation of 
these Acts is governed by the following definitions (s), some of which 
are of great importance, and which, subject to what is said below, 
must be taken as governing the meaning of the dellned expressions 
in passages in the text referring to those Acts. 

“ Parish ” is defined as meaning, in effect, a poor law parish (0- 
But the expression is not, in fact, used in the Acts exclusively in this 
sense (a), and in the present part of this title the more definite 


{])) See p. 4o0, jmt, 

(q) The Acts enabled two or more parislies to combine for the provision of a 
common burial ground, and provided that in such cases tho burial boards of 
tlie several parishes should act together as a joint burial board (Burial Act, 
1852 (15 & 16 Ahct. c. 85), s. 23; see p. 456, post), but this is scarcely a real 
exception from the statement in the text. 

(r) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Vict. n, 128), s. 21 ; Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 2J 

Viet. c. 81), s. 30; Burial Act, 1859 (22 Viet. c. 1), s. 2; Buiial Act, 1871 
(34 & 35 Vict. c. 33), s. 2; Burial Act, 1900 (63 64 A^ict. c. 15), s. 13. The 

non-incorporation of tho remaining Acts is not practically of much importance, 
as they are for the most part either very short or of special scope. 

{fi) The definitions referred to in tho present paiagraph are contained in s. 5'J 
oi the Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Vict. c. 85). 

(/) Tho definition is that parish ’ shall mean everyplace having separate 
overseers of the jjoor, and separattdy maintaining its own po«)r.” This defini- 
tion is inapt now that parishes in unions no longer maintain their own poor 
separately, but may be taken as equivalent to the definition of “ parish ** in the 
Interpretation Act, 1889 (62 & 63 vict. c. 63), b. 6, i.c., “a place for which a 
separate poor rate is or can be made, or for which a separate overseer is or can 
be appointed.” See further, title Local Government. 

(a) Notwithstanding the definition, an ancient ecclesiastical parish which was 
not a poor law parish was, in i?. v. Szidhnry Buried loom'd (1868), E. B. & E- 
264, held to be a pansh for whii^h a burial hoard could be estaliliahed undei 
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expression “ poor law parish ” will be used wl^ro it is inlondod to 
refer exclusively to a parish in that sense. 

“ Eatepayers ** is defined as meaning the persons for the time 
being assessed to and paying poor rates of the parish. It must, no 
doubt, be taken in the case of an area other than a poor law parish 
to mean persons rated to and paying poor rate in respect of property 
in the area. The expression includes an occupier w^hose rates are 
paid by the owner, or in lieu of whom the owner is rated (b), but 
not an owner who pays rates in lieu of the occupier by agreement, 
whether statutory or otherwise (c). Whether it includes an owner 
actually rated in lieu of the occupier under statutory provisions in 
that behalf is doubtful (d). 

‘‘ Incumbent *’ and “ minister ” are defined as^neaning, in respect 
of any fee made payable to an incumbent or minister under the 
Burial Acts, the clergyman who would have been entitled to the 
fee had the body been buried in the churchyard or burial ground of 
the parish from which it came, or in the burial ground of the eccle- 
siastical district in case such district had a burial ground at the 
passing of the Burial Act, 1852; and it is provided that if any 
difference shall arise between two or more persons severally claim- 
ing to be the incumbent or minister under tliis provision, the 
difference shall be determined by the bishop of the diocese (e). 

“Churchwardens” is defined as meaning also chapelwardens or 
other persons discharging the duties of churchwardens. 

“ Overseers” is defined as meaning also any persons authorised to 
make and collect or cause to be collected, the poor rate of the parish, 
and acting instead of overseers of the poor. 

“ Clerk ” is defined as meaning the clerk appointed pursuant to 
the Burial Act, 1852, by a burial board. 

” Vestry ” receives a definition that will be given hereafter (f). 
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935 . Some further expressions used in the present and ensuing 
parts of this title require explanation. 


the Act of 18.)2 ; but the decision liaa been doubted in view of the hnancial 
provisions of the Act, which do not ai)|)ear to have be<ni called to the attoiition 
of tho court. See IL v. Walcot Overseers ^8()2), 2 B. & S. 5.55, particularly 
per OROMrTON, .T., at p. 559; H. v. Wright (1862), 8 Jiir. (n. s.) 260; Uoruhtf v. 
Toxteth Park Burial Board (1862), 31 Boav. 52, where Lord Bomilly, M.K., 
seems clearly to have thought that a burial board could not bo established under 
the Act of 1852 for an area other than a poor law parish. There are, however, 
provisions in the Act of 1852, and in the later Acts, where “ parish ” is clearly 
used as including parishes that are not poor law parishes. See Day v. Pvacock 
(1865), 18 0. B. (N. s.) 702. 

(/>) Poor Eate Assessment and Collection Act, 1869 (32 (fe 33 Viet. c. 41), 
ss. 7, 15, 19; Parliamentary and Municipal Eegistration Act, 1878 (41 & 42 
Viet. c. 26), 8. 14; Assessed Rates Act, 1879(42 Viet. c. 10). See further, title 
Rates and Rating. 

(c) Mogg v. Cla7'Jc (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 79, 0. A. ; A,-G. v. Croydon Corporation 
(1889), 42 Oh. D. 178. 

(d) See 72. v. Hampton (1865), 6 13. & S. 923, 939; Mogg v. Clarke supra, per 
Lindlby, L. J., at p. 84. 

(e) The bishop has no jui’isdiction to make any order as to the destinatieii, as 
between different incumbents, of fees for the burial of non-parishioners in a 
burial ground provided under the Burial Acts (Be Fulham Burial Pees (1878), 
Times November 26, 18i78)>, per Dr. Tkistuam), 

(/) bee p. 450, posL 

B.L.— III, 
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The initial resoldition to |S]fevide a burial ground, which, or SotttO 
equivalent proceeding, is necessary before the provision of a burial 
ground can be undertaken under the Burial Acts, is called in the 
Local Government Act, 1894(7), the “adoption” of the Burial 
Acts ; and the expression will be used in this title where it is found 
convenient. 

The expression “ burial authority ” is defined in the Burial Act, 
1900, as meaning any burial board, any council, committee, or other 
local authority having the powers and duties of a burial board, and 
any local authority maintaining a cemetery under the Public Health 
(Interments) Act, 1879 (A), or under any local Act (i). The unfor- 
tunate generality of this definition precludes employment of the 
expression to mean a burial board or other executive authority 
under the Burial Act, 1852, and the amending Acts; and recourse 
has therefore been had in this title to various circumlocutions to 
designate a burial authority of the latter character. 

'J'iie expression “ urban district ” is used in the present title 
to include boroughs, whether county boroughs or not(/[;), and the 
expression “urban authority” to include municipal corporations of 
both county and other boroughs(a). 

The expressions “ non -municipal urban district” and “non- 
municipal urban district council ” are used to designate urban 
clisti’icts other than boroughs and the councils of such districts, 

Sub-Sect. 3. — Vestries and Meeiings in Nature of Vestry, 

936. Subject to the consent of the urban authority, the power of 
“ adopting ” the Burial Acts for a poor law parish in an urban 
district is enjoyed by the vestry of the parish, and that vestry has 
lilcewise the i)ower of electing the burial board, and certain powers 
of control over the board ; and like powers are enjoyed by the “ vestry 
or meeting in the nature of a vestry ” for the area in the case of 
the areas other than poor law parishes for which the adoption of 
the Acts is authorised (/»). 

937. The expression “ vestry” is defined, for the purposes of the 
Burial Acts, as meaning the inhabitants of a parish lawfully 
assembled in vestry, or for any of the purposes for which vestries 
are holden, except in those parishes in which there is a select or 


(7) 56 & 57 Viet. c. 73, 8. 7 (8). 

(’A) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 31. 

(t) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), 8. 11. 

(A) This is the meaning of the expression both in the Public Health Acts, 
and generally in the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73). Soo 
Kirhiah Burial Board v. Liverpool Corporation^ [1904] 1 Ch. 829 ; and title 
Local Government. 

(a) This is the meaning of the expression in the Public Health Acts. The 
expression ** urban district council” is generally strictly equivalent to ‘‘urban 
authority,** but is so commonly used as excluding municipal corporations, 
that it has been thought well to avoid the expression as far as possible as 
ambiguous. 

{h) jSee Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), sg. 11, 12; Burial Act, 1857 
(20 & 21 Viot c. 81), B. 5 ; Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet c. 73), 
fc. 62 (2). 
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other vestry elected under the Vesk’ies Act, l^Sl (c), or under any 
local Act for the government of any parish by vestries, in which 
parishes it means such select or other vestry (d). 

If in any parish a general vestry co-exists with a select vestry 
appointed under a local Act, the powers of the vestry under the 
Burial Acts attach to the vestry which exercises the general 
management of the parish (c). 

There is no explanation in the Burial Acts of the "meeting in 
the nature of a vestry ’* to which the functions of the vestry under 
the Acts are extended in the case of areas other than parishes for 
which there is no vestry. 

938. No resolution or proceeding of any vestry, or meeting in the 
nature of a vestry, for the purposes of the Burial Acts is void or 
voidable by reason of any defect or irregularity of or in notice of 
the vestry or meeting, or any other error in form in calling the 
vestry or meeting, or in the proceedings thereat, unless notice in 
writing of such defect, irregularity, or error bo given at the vestry 
or meeting, or within seven days thereafter, to the churchwardens 
or other persons to whom it belongs to convene the vestry or 
meeting, who are thereupon to call another meeting to consider the 
previous resolution or proceeding or the matter thereof (/'). 

Skct. 2 . — Elective Burial Boards in Urban Districts, 
Sub-Sect. 1 . — EataUuhment and Election of Burial Board. 

939. The Burial Acts cannot be adopted — that is to say, the 
initial resolution for the provision of a burial ground cannot be 
effectively passed — for any part of an urban district without the 
consent of the urban authority {g). 

Subject to this restriction, and to the necessity in some cases for 
the sanction of the Local Government Board (/t), the Acts may in 
urban districts be adopted, in each case by the vestry or meeting in 
the nature of a vestry for the area in question, and elective burial 
boards established accordingly, for the following areas (i) : — 

(1) A poor law parish (/c). 


(c) 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 60. See title Locau Goveunment. 

\d) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, a 85), s. 52. The definition relates, of 
course, only to the vestry of a “ parish ” within the meaning of the Act. As to 
the meaning of “ parish ” for this purpose, see p. 448, ante, 

(c) E, V. Gladstone (1857), 7 E. & B. 575, where the general vestry was held 
to be the proper vestry for this purpose ; R. v. Peters (1856), 6 E. & B. 225, 
where the select vestry was held to be the proper one. For vestries in general, 
see title Local Government. 

(/) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict. c. 81), s. 27. The provisions of the 
Vestries Act, 1818 (58 Geo. 3, c, 69), s. 1, and the Acts amending the same, as 
to the notices of vestry meetings, do not apply to parishes created under tlie 
Church Building Acts etc. for ecclesiastical purposes only (R, v. Barrow 
(1869),L.R. 4Q. B. 577). 

ig) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 62 (2). 

(^) ISee pp. 452, 453, post, 

(i) As to alteration of the area of a burial board, see p. 505, post, 

\h) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, a 85), ss. 10, 11. The sections authorise the 
establishment of a bi:^ml Ipard for a parish," an expression that, as has been 
seen (p. 448, anfe), is de^ed meauin|^ a poor law paiish. As to the 

Q 2 
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(2) Two or more parishes or places (whether poor law parishes 
or not) (i.) united for allot any ecclesiastical purposes, or (ii.) which 
heretofore have had a church or burial ground for their joint 
use, or (iii.) of which the inhabitants have been accustomed to 
meet in one vestry for purposes common to such several parishes or 
places {1). 

(3) A parish, township, or other district, not being a poor law 
parish, which has heretofore had a separate burial ground (m). 

(4) A parish, new parish, township, or other district not being a 
poor law parish, which has no separate burial ground. Where this 
provision is acted upon the powers of any other vestry or meeting 
and burial board (i.e., other than the vestry or meeting and burial 
board of the area in question) cease and determine (n). 

(5) The residue of a poor law parish for part of which a burial 
board has been estnl)lis}icd(o). 

940 . Tlio sanction of the Local Government Board (p) is, however, 
necessary for the establishment of a burial board in the case of — 

(l) Two or more parishes or places united for ecclesiastical 
purposes, or which have bad a church or burial ground for their 

■ilf 

establibhmeiii of a burial board under the Act of for an ancient parish 
which was not a })oor law parish, see note (a), p. 448, ante. Burial boards can 
now be cstabli«hed for such areas under the Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, 
c. SI) ; see infra. The fact that a poor law parish is divided iuto ecclesiastical 
parishes, for each of which a separate burial board may ho ostablifihed under 
the Act of 1857, does not preclude the establishment of a burial board for the 
poor law parish {11. v. WaUot OverBetrs (1862), 2 B. & 8. 555). 

(/) Burial Act, 1855 (18 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 11; atid see R, v. (Joleehill 

Overseers (1862), 34 L. J. (q. b.) 96. The word “ lieretofovo ” piobably refers 
to the date of the Act. See note (m), infra. As to joint burial boards for areas 
consisting of two or more parishes, see p. 466, post. 

(m) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 12. The word “heretofore” 
refers to the date of the Act {R. v. Tonbridge Overseers (1884b 13 0,. B. D. 339, 
0. A., per Buett, M.R., at p. 341). Under this enactment a Durial board may 
be established for an area forming part of a larger area for which a burial 
board has been alreadj^ established, though the result is to place the former 
area under the jurisdiction of two burial boards {ibid.). The word “ district ” 
in the section has no statutory definition, but has generally beeu considered to 
mean an ecclesiastical district, as it is contemplated that it will have a vestry or 
meeting in the nature of a vestry. 

(n) Burial Act, 1 857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 6. As to the meaning of “ district,” 
see note (m), supra. Under this enactment a burial board may be estab- 
lished for an area forming part of r poor law parish, though a burial board has 
been already established for the whole poor law parish ; and, though as regards 
the future, the smaller area will cease to be liable to contribute to the expenses 
of the burial board for the poor law parish, it remains liable to contribute to 
expenses and liabilities already incurred. See R. v. WcUcot 8t, Swithin 
Overseers (1862), 2 B. & S. 571, in which case, however, the latter point was 
not actually decided, and the court expressed great doubt as to tiie proper 
construction of the section, but were generally of opinion to the effect here 
stated, 

(o) Vwer V. Tonbridge Churchwardens (1859), 2 E. & E. 9, where this was 
held to be the implied effect of the legislation authorising the establishment 
of a burial board for part of a poor law parish. 

(p) The sanction required was formerly that of a^Secretary of State in 
practice the Home Secretary), but that of the Local Oovernment Board was 
substituted by the Biuiol Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. IS), •. 4 and Sebed* In 
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joint use, or of which the inhabitants have been accustomed to meet 2 . 

in one vestry, if any one or more of such parishes or places is a poor Elective 

law parish, or has a separate burial ground (q) ; and Burial 

(2) Aify parish or place which has been divided into two or more Boards in 
districts for all or any ecclesiastical purposes, if any one or more of 
such districts has a separate burial ground (r). Districts. 


Where the sanction of the Local Government Board is thus Conditions of 
required, no burial board may be appointed until the resolution of Roard” 
the meeting declaring the expediency of such appointment has ^nction.”^ 
been passed and sent to and approved by the Board ; and the 
Board before giving' such aiiproval may require notice of sucli 
resolution, with particulars, to be publislied in such manner as may 
be deemed necessary for giving notice to persons interested (u). 

If, in the first of the cases above mentioned in which tlio saiiction Sanction as to 
of the Local Government Board is required, it appear to the Board ot ayco.. 
that any of the parishes or jilaces in question has a surticient 
burial ground, or that otherwise it would not be expedient that 
a burial board should be established for such parish or place, the 
Board may direct that parish or place to be excepted, and a burial 
board may then be established for the residue of the area (h). .. 

m 

941 . The power of resolving upon the provision of a burial Meetings for 
ground for a parish or other area in an urban district is, as has 
been said (c), in the vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry for ^ 
that parish or area. 

The churchwardens or other persons to whom it belongs to conveuio Convening 
meetings of the vestry of a parish may at any time convene such 
a meeting on their own initialive to consider the question of providing 
a burial ground for the parish (d) ; and, though it is not expressly 
so provided, it is implied that like action may bo taken by persons 
empowered to convene vestry meetings or meetings in the nature 
of vestry meetings for other areas for which burial grounds may 
be provided. 

In the case of a parish, moreover, the churchwardens or other 
persona to whom it belongs to convene meetings of the vestry 
of the parish must convene a meeting of the vestry for the 
special purpose of determining whether a burial ground shall 
be provided under the Burial Acts for the parish either (1) upon 
the requisition in writing of ten or more ratepayers (e) of the 
parish to whom it appears that the place or places of burial in 
the parish are insufficient or dangerous to health (/), or (2) if and 


(g) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 9. 

m Burial Act, 1860 (23 A 24 Viet. c. 64), s. 4. 

(a) Burial Act, 1871 (34 & 35 Viet. c. 33), s. 1. The aection also validates 
approvals given before the Act, whether before or after the appointment of the 
burial board. 

(b) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 9. 

(c) See p. 450, ante, 

(d) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 3. For form of notice convening 
such a meeting, see Encyclopsedia of Forms, Vol. 111., p. 100. 

(e) As to the meaning o&“ ratepayers,” see p. 449, ante, 

(/) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 10, For form of requisition see 
Encyclopasdia of Forms, Vol, III,, p. 99, 



454 


■BlTRIAL AND CREMATION. 


Sect. 9. 
Elective 
'Burial 
Boards in 
Urbaif 
Districts. 


Notice of 
vestry meet- 
ing. 


Cofiy of re- 
solution for 
Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

Appointment 
of persons to 
form burial 
board. 


Membership 
of burial 
boards. 


when the Local Government Board (g) give notice that it is their 
intention to make a representation to His Majesty in Council that 
burials should be discontinued wholly or in part in any burial 
ground of the parish (A). And a similar obligation appears to be 
imposed by implication on the persons empowered to convene vestry 
and similar meetings for areas other than parishes. 

942 . Public notice of a vestry meeting convened to consider 
the question of providing a burial ground under the Burial 
Acts and of the place and hour of holding the same, and the 
special purpose thereof, must be given, in the usual manner in 
which notices of the meetings of the vestry are given, at least 
seven days before holding such vestry meeting (i) . 

If it be resolved at the meeting that a burial ground shall 
be provided, a copy of that resolution, signed by the chairman, 
must ho sent to the Local Government Board (/c). 

943 . When the resolution to provide a burial ground has been 
passed by the vestry, or meeting in the nature of a vestry, of any 
parish or other area in an urban district, and the sanction of 
the Local Government Board, when necessary, and of the urban 
authority has been obtained (Z), the vestry or meeting are (unless as 
an alternative steps are taken to invest the urban authority, or 
certain members of that authority, with the powers of a burial 
hoard for the parish or area (m) ) to appoint not less than three 
nor more than nine persons, qualified as is inoniioned below, to he 
the burial board of the parish or other area (7^). 

944 . The members of a burial hoard for a parish must he rate- 
payers (o) of the parish for which it is appointed, buL the incumbent 
of the parish may be appointed and reappointed from time to time 
a member thereof though not a ratepayer (p) . One-third, or as 
nearly as may be one-third (to he determined among themselves), of 
the members go out of office every year at such time as is from 
time to time fixed by the vestry, but outgoing members are eligible 


(g) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Burial Act, 1 900 (63 & 64 Viet, 
c. 15), 8. 4 and Sched. L 

(h) Burial Act. 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 3. 

(i) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 10. The provisions of the 
section as to notice of a vestry meeting may no doubt be taken as applicable 
also, mutatid mutauffis, to meetings in the nature of a vestry. For form of 
certificate of duo publication of the notice, see Encyclopedia of Forms, 
Vol. III., p. 101. As to vestry mootings and their convening, see title Local 
Government. 

{k) (hid., s. 10, as amended, by the substitution of the Local Government 
Board for a Secretary of State, by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 4 
and Sched. I. The following is suggested as a proper form : — “ That a burial 
ground under the Burial Acts be provided for the parish [or distiict, etc.] of 
See Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 102. 

(?) See pp. 451 et seq,, ante, 

(m) See p. 489, post, 

(n) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 11. The section refers to the 
case of a parish only ; but its provisions are extended to other areas by the 
enactments enabling burial boards to be established for pther areas. 

(o) As to the meaning of “ ratepayers,” see p. 449, ante, 

(p) As to the eligibility of the incumbent, see, however, p. 456, poat 
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for immediate reappointment. Any member may at any time 
resign on giving notice to the churchwardens or persons to Avhom it 
belongs to convene the vestry (q). And these provisions apply, 
mutatis mutandiH burial boards for other areas (r). 

There is no special provision as to the method in which the 
appointment of members of a burial board is to be carried out, and 
the matter is accordingly regulated by the general law applicable to 
proceedings of the vestry or other meeting by whom the appoint- 
ment is made (s). 

945. Every vacancy in a burial board is to be filled up by the 
vestry or meeting ap 2 iointing it within one month after the vacancy 
has happened, and immediately upon its ocoufrence the vacancy is 
to be notified by the board to the churchwardens or others to whom 
it belongs to convene the vestry or meeting. If the vestry or 
meeting neglect to fill up the vacancy, it may be filled by the burial 
board at any meeting thereof (a) ; but an election by the vestry or 
meeting is good though made after the exj)iry of the month if tlie 
burial board have not already filled the vacancy (fc). Every person 
to be appointed to supply any vacancy must be a ratepayer of the 
parish or area for which the board is appointed, subject, it would 
seem, to the eligibility of the incumbent though not a ratepayer (c). 

A burial board may act for any purpose notwithstanding any 
vacancies therein {d), 

946. The reasonable expenses incurred in taking a poll of the 
ratepayers of any j»arish or part of a parish on the occasion either 
of the aiipointment or reappointment by the vestry of persons to 
be the burial board for such parish or part of a parish, or of the 
filling up by the vestry of any vacancy or vacancies on such board, 
are to be defrayed by the board as if they were expenses incurred 
by the board in carrying the Burial Acts into execution (e). 


{<]) Burial Act, 18o2 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 11. 

(r) See Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), ss. 11, 12; Burial Act, 1857 
(20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), 8. 5. 

(s) As to the proceediuiTB of vestries, soe title Local Goveknment. 

(а) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), b. 4. A quorum of the board 
(i.c., three members (see p. 457, post)) must bo present to enable the board to 
exercise their power of filling vacancies. Hence if the number of members 
were i*eduoed below three, the remaining members would be unable to fill the 
vacancioB. See Newhavtn Local Board v. Newhavtn School Board (1885), 30 Oh. D. 
350, C. A. There is no provision applicable to burial boards similar to the pro- 
vision held in that case to validate the acts of the local board notwithstanding 
the irregularities in its constitution. 

(б) IL V. South Weald Overseers (1864), 5 B. & S. 391. 

(c) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 4. The section provides that tlie 
person to be appointed shall be a ratepayer, but this provision can hardlv be 
intended to override the provisions as to the eligibility of the incumbent 
referred to supra, 

(d) Ibid. The board could not, however, act if reduced in number below 
a quorum. See Newhaven Local Board v. Newhaven School Boards supra, 

(e) Burial Boards (Contested Elections) Act, 1885 (48 & 49 Viet. c. 21), s. 2 The 
Aot is expressed, as appears in the text, as confined to the case of a burial 
board for a parish or pari of a parish ; but it would perhaps be held to apply 
generally. Brimd facie the expression pai'ish in the Act, which is not 
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liUUIAL AND CllEMATION 

947. A burial board is a body corporate by the name of “ The 

Burial Board for the parish of , in the county of 

and by that name has perpetual succession and a common seal, and 
may sue and be sued, and may acquire and hold lands for the 
purposes of the Burial Acts without licence in mortmain (/). 

Forgery of the seal of a burial board is a felony (y). 

Sub- Sect. 2. — Joiait Burial Doards* 

948. The vostiiies of any parishes which may htave respectively 
resolved to provide burial grounds under the Burial Acts may concur 
in providing one burial ground for the common use of such parishes 
in such manner, not inconsistent with the Burial Acts, as they may 
agree, and may agree as to the proportions in which the expenses of 
such burial ground shall be borne by such parishes ; and the pro- 
portions for each of the parishes will then be chargeable on and 
payable out of the poor rales of the parish accordingly. 

in such case, according and subject to the terms agreed on, the 
burial hoards appointed for the several parishes are for the purpose 
of providing and managing such one burial ground, and taking and 
bolding land for the same, to act as one joint burial board (h) for 
all the parishes, and may have a joint office, clerk, and officers, and 
all the provisions of the Burial Acts will ajiply to such joint board 
accordingly. The accounts and vouchers of the joint board are to 
be audited by the auditors of each of the parishes ; and any surplus 
money at the disposal of the joint board is to bo paid to the over- 
seers of the parishes respectively in the same proportions as thoso 
in which such parishes are liable to such expenses (t). 

949. A joint burial board established under the above provisions, 
which must not be confused with a joint committee appointed under 
the Local Government Act, 1894, to discharge the functions of a 
burial board (/c), is a corporate body by the name of “The Burial 
Board for the parishes of and , in the county of 

and by that name has perpetual succession and a common seal, and 
power to hold land for the purposes of the Burial Acts(Z). 

950. Where the vestries of two or more parishes have agreed to 


incorporated with the other Burial Acte, means poor law parish by virtue of 
the definition of ** parish” in the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 53), 
■. 5. 

(/) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 24. The provisions enabling 
burial boards to be established for areas other than parishes of course imply 
that a proper modification of this title should be made in the case of burial 
boards for such areas. 

(g) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 &|^25 Viet. c. 98), s. 36. See title Cbiminal Law 
and Pkocedure. 

{h) It is thus contemplated that each paiish will elect a burial board exactly 
AS if it were acting independently, but that the persons elected for the several 
parishes will all sit together as a single joint ^oard. There is nothing to 
indicate that the several boards ret^ independent capacities during the 
existence of the joint board. 

(i) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet o. 85), s. 23. 

{k) 56 & 57 Viet c. 73, s. 53 (2). As to such joint (^nunittees, see p. 499,po0t 

(I) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 24. 
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provide one burial ground for the common use of such parishes, 
they may, at any time before such burial ground has been provided, 
determine the union between the parishes under the agreement; 
and upon the union being so determined, the provisions of the 
Burial Acts are to apply with regard to the parishes and their 
respective burial boards as if the union had not been formed, save 
that expenses already properly incurred by the joint board are to be 
defrayed as above stated (hi). 

951. All acts authorised to be done by any burial board with the 
approval, sanction, or authority of the vestry of the parish for which 
it is constituted may be done by a joint burial board with the 
approval, sanction, or authority of the vestrie's of the majority of 
the parishes for which it is constituted (k). 

952. The foregoing provisions as to joint buriai boards may 
probably be taken to apply, mutatis mutandis, to areas other than 
parishes for which burial boards may be establislied as well as to 
parishes (o). 

Suji-Sect. 3 ^ — Troceedings and Powers of Burial Boards. 

953. A burial board may meet at such times as are determined 
upon at any previous meeting ; and it is at all times competent for 
any two members of the board, by writing under their hands, to 
summon, with at least forty-eight hours’ notice, the board for any 
special purpose mentioned in such writing, and to meet at such time 
as is appointed therein. Meetings must be held at the ofiice of the 
board, or at another convenient place previously publicly notified (p). 

The quorum of the board is three {q). 

954. Entries of all proceedings of a burial board, with the names 
of the members who attend each meeting, are to be made in books 
to be provided and kept for that purpose, under the direction of the 
board, and are to be signed by the members present, or any two of 
them ; and all entries purporting to be so signed are to be received 
as evidence without proof of any meeting of the board having 
been duly convened or held, or of the presence at any such meeting 
of the persons named in any such entry as being present thereat, 
or of such persons being members of the board, or of the signature 
of any person by whom the entry purports to be signed, all of 
which matters are to be presumed until the contrary be proved (? '). 

(m) Burial Act, 18 j 7 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 2. 

(n) Ihid., 8. 1. 

(g) It is, however, reinarkablo that the provisions of the Act of 1857 refer 
only to parishes, though when that Act was passed the establishment of burial 
boards for other ai'eas had been authorised. In It. v. Sudbury Burial Board 
(1858), E. B. & E. 204, an ancient parish not being a poor law parish was 
held to be authorised to concur in the appointment of a joint burial boGid 
under the Act of 1852, on the ground that such a parish was a “parish” 
within the meaning of the Act of 1852. But see note (a), p. 448, ante. 

(p) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 13, as partially repealed by 
the Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet, c, 128), s. 5. 

(j) Burial Act, 1852 (16,^t 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 14. 

(r) lUd., 8. 16. Tlioftgh the minutes must be signed by two members who 
were present at the meeting to which they relate, it is not necessary that 
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955. A burial board are required to keep accounts (s), 

956. The minute books and books of account are to be at all 
reasonable times open to the examination of every member of the 
board, churchwarden, overseer, and ratepayer without charge ; and 
these persons are entitled to take copies of and extracts from such 
books, also without charge. Penalties recoverable summarily are 
imposed in respect of refusal to permit such inspection or taking of 
copies or extracts (0- The court will not, however, grant a man- 
damus in aid of the right of inspection unless such inspection is 
sought for a hortd fide purpose (a). 

957. The vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry are yearly 
to appoint two persons, not being members of the burial board, to 
b.e auditors of the accounts of the board, and at such time in March 
in every year as the vestry or meeting appoint the board are to 
produce to the auditors their accounts, with sufficient vouchers for 
all moneys received and paid, and the auditors are to examine 
the accounts and vouchors and report thereon to the vestry or 
meeting (h). 


they should he sigiiou at that inoetiug. They may ho signed at the next or 
prohahly a subsequent meeting. See Southampton Dock Co, v. Richards (1840), 

1 Man. & Or, i48 ; M^les v. Sough (1842), 3 Q. B. 84c). The provisions of tbo 
Burial Act, 1852, as to minutes of burial boards are expressly declared to be 
inapplicable to borough councils constituted burial boards by Order in Council 
(Bui'ial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 87), s. 2). In R, v. Wimbledon Urban 
District Council (1897), 14 T. L, E. 140, it was aasuiiiod, without argument, 
that the provisions as to inspection of the minutes of a burial board con- 
tained in s. 17 of the Act of 1852, and referred to later in the text, applied 
to minutes with reference to transactions under the Burial Acts of a non- 
municipal urban district council invested (how, does not appear) with the 
functions of a burial board. It is submitted, however, that at any rate the 
provisions of s. 16 as to the minutes of burial boards do not in general (even in 
the absence of express enactment to the contrai 7 ) extend to other bodies dis- 
charging the functions of burial boards. It can hardly be intended, for instance, 
that one set of provisions as to authentication should apply to minutes of a parish 
council relating to transactions under the Bmial Acts, and another set to minutes 
relating to other matters. 

(s) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 16, which requires the board to 
keep true and regular accounts of all sums of money received and paid for or 
on account of the purposes of the Act in the parish, and of all liabilities 
incurred by them for such purposes, and of the several purposes for which 
such sums are paid and such liabilities incurred, 

(f) Vfeid., s. 17. 

(a) R, V. Wimbledon Urban District Council^ supra ; and see note (r), supra, 

(2>) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 18. This section may probably 
be regarded as confined to accounts of elective burial boards, though, except 
as regards borough councils invested with the functions of burial boards by 
Order in Council (see Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 87), s. 2), and pos- 
sibly as regards metropolitan authorities (as to which see s. 197 of the Metro- 
polis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), now repealed W the London 
Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. e. 14), s. 65 (2) and Sched. ICI.), there is 
nothing express to prevent its applying to other authorities exercising the 
functions of a burial board. The accounts of such authorities (except borough 
councils) are subject to an efficient audit by auditors appointed by the Local 
Government Board, and it cannot have been intended that the accounts 
should be also subject to the ineffectual audit provided for by s. 18 of the Act 
of 1852. 
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968. A burial boald are required to appoint, and may remove at 
pleasure (c), a clerk and such other officers and servants as are neces- 
sary for the business of the board and the purposes of their burial 
ground, .and, with the approval of the vestry or meeting in tlie nature 
of a vestry, may appoint reasonable salaries, wages, and allowances 
for such clerk, officers, and servants (d). 

The burial board cannot by employing gravediggers deprive a 
sexton of his right to earii fees by digging graves in the consecrated 
part of the ground (e), nor are they justified in incurring expense 
in employing gravediggers to dig graves which it is the sexton’s 
duty to dig (/). 

959. A burial board, when necessary, may hire and rent a 
sufficient office for holding their meetings and transacting their 
business (c/). 

960. A burial board may contract with any person or company 
for building chapels and inclosing, laying out, and embellishing 
any burial ground, and for furnishing any materials and things, 
and for executing and doing other works and things necessary for 
the purposes of tlie -Burial Acts. Such contracts are to specify the 
several works and things to be executed, furnished, and done, and 
the prices to bo paid for the same, and the times when the works and 
things are to be executed, furnished, and done, and the penalties 
to be suffered in cases of non-performance. All such contracts or 
true copies thereof are to be entered in books kept for that purpose. 

No contract above the value or sum of iilOO is to be entered into 
by the burial board for the purposes of the Burial Acts unless 


(c) The officora of the hoard will therefore not bo entitled to notice befoi-e 
dismissal, at any rate in the absence of express agreement entitling them to 
notice ; and it is very questionable whether a binding agreement entitling them 
to notice can be made. See Wood v. E(ist Ilam Urban District Council (1907), 71 
J. P. 129, 0. A. ; and compare ]Vright v. Zetland {Marguis)^ [1908] 1 K. 15. 615, 
C. A. 

(d) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 15. It appeai’te to be unnecessary 
for an authority acting in the execution of the Burial Acts, other than an 
elective burial board, to appoint a clerk specially for the purpose of their 
business under these Acts, and indeed questionable whether they have power 
to do so. The Ijocal Government Board have held, on appeal from a district 
auditor, that a parish council acting in the execution of the Burial Acts have 
no power to appoint a clerk for the purposes of these Acts in addition to their 
general clerk. The officers and servants whom a burial board may appoint do 
not include *a chaplain or sexton ; and although the board may nominate a 
Nonconformist minister to perform such services as may be required, they have 
no power to make any payment to him other than of the fees specified in s, 3 of 
the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16). 

(e) As to this right, see pp. 469 et seq,, 473, post. 

(/) Odl V. Birmingham Corporation (1864), 10 L. T. 497 ; St. Margaret^ 
Jiochester^ Burial Board v. Thompson (1871), L. E. 6 0. P. 446, ^cr Kkatdtg, J., 
at p. 459. 

(g) Burial Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 86), s. 15. The section is so expressed 
as to leave it doubtful whether the approval of the vestry is reqmred for this 
purpose. The section, so far as it need be quoted, runs thus : ** board shall 
appoint and may remove . . . officers and servants, . . . and, with the approval 
of the vestiy, may* appoint . . . salaries ... for such . . . officers and 
servants, and, when uecessaiy, may hire and rent a sufficient office. . • . ** 
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pi'evlotls to the making thereof fourteen days’ notice has been given 
in one or more of the public newspapers published in the county 
or counties comprising the area of the board expressing the 
intention of entering into the contract, in order that any person 
willing to undertake the contract may make proposals for that 
purpose, to be offered to the board at a time and ])lace to be 
mentioned in the notice. It is not, however, incumbent on the 
board to accept the lowest tender (h). 

The above requirements as to contracts with a burial board are 
for the most part, if not wholly, directory (i), so that a contract 
made by or with a burial board in disregard of them would never- 
theless be enforceable by either party thereto. Subject to extensive 
exceptions, however, -a contract with a burial board not under the 
seal of the board would be void on the general principles applicable 
to the contracts of corporate bodies (k). 

Sub-Sect. 4. — Provision of Burial Oroundy Acquisition etc. of Land. 

961. It is the duty of a burial board, subject to the alternative, 
referred to later, of contracting with cemetery owners, with all con- 
venient speed to proceed to provide a burial ground for their area, 
and to make arrangements for facilitating intermejits therein ; 
and in providing the burial ground the board are to have reference 
to the convenience of access thereto from the area for which it is 
provided (/)• 

The burial ground may bo within or without that area ; and, 
with the approval of a Secretary of State, the board may, if they 
see lit, provide more than one burial ground (///). 

962. For the purpose of providing a burial ground the burial 
board, with the consent of the vestry or meeting in the nature of 
a vestry {n), may by agreement purchase any lands for the purpose 
of forming a burial ground or making additions thereto, or pur- 
chase from any company or persons entitled thereto any cemetery 
or cemeteries, or part or parts thereof, subject to the rights in 
vaults and graves and other subsisting rights which have been 
previously granted therein (o). For the purpose of such a purchase 
they may avail themselves of the provisions of the Lands Clauses 


(li) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IG Viet, c. 85), s. 31. 

(t) See Newell v. Worcester Corporation (1854), 9 Exch. 457 ; Soothill Upper 
Urban Council v. Wakefield Rural Council, [1905] 2 Ch, 516, 0. 4- The non. 
observance of such roquiroments might, however, affect the right of the board 
to charge the amount of the contract upon the poor rate, which can only be done 
where the expenses so charged are incurred ‘ ‘ in carrying this Act into execu- 
tion.’* See s, 19 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85). 

Ifi) See Stevens v. Hounslow Burial Board (1889), 61 L. T. 839; and titles 
Contract; Corporations. 

(Q Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 25, 

(m) Ibid. ; Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), 8. 3, as amended by the 
Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16), s. 12. 

(«) This consent may be dispensed with in certain cases. See p. 461, post. 

(o) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 26. For form of agreement for 
purchase, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., jv 111; and for forui of 
conveyance, see p. 121. * 
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Acts as to the purchase of land by agreement {p ) ; but they have 
no powers for the compulsory acquisition of land [q). 

963. Instead of providing a burial ground, the burial board may 
contract with any company or persons entitled to a cemetery for 
the burial therein, and either in any allotted part thereof, or other- 
wise, and upon such terms as the board think fit, of the bodies of 
persons who would have had rights of interment in the burial 
ground provided by the board if such ground had been provided (? ). 

964. There are provisions enabling the Local Government Board, 
in the event of the refusal of the vestry or meeting in the nature 
of a vestry to sanction the expenditure declared by the burial board 
to be necessary for providing and laying out»a burial ground and 
building any necessary chapel thereon (s), to dispense with the need 
of such sanction as regards such expenditure and also as regards 
the borrowing of money, the purchase of lands or of a cemetery or 
part thereof, and the provision of a mortuary (G* 

965. Subject to certain restrictions (w), R burial board have the 
following powers for the alienation of lands acquired by them {a ) : — 

They may, with the approval of the vestry or meeting in tlie 

Puri al Act, 18 j 2 (15 & IG Yict, c. 85), s. 27. This section ihcorporatos 
the Lauds Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), except the provi- 
sions with respect to “ the purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by 
agreement,” “the recovery of forfeitures, penalties, and costs,” superfluous 
lands, and access to the special Act. For the purposes of the Burial Act, the 
“ promoters of the undortamng ” is to mean the burial board. As to the Lauds 
Clauses Acts generaUy, see title Compulsory Purchase ahi) Compensation. 

(9) The powers of authorities acting in the execution of the Burial Acts other 
than elective burial boards as to the acquisition of land are in some cases more 
extensive than those of elective burial boards, and extend to the acquisition of 
hind compulsorily ; see pp. 497 ef seq. 

(r) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 26. For form of such agreement, 
see Encyclopedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 108. 

(s) As to the building of chapels by burial boards, see p. 468, post. 

(<) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 6, as amended, by the substitu- 
tion of the Local Government Board for a Secretary of State, by the Burial Act, 
1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 4. As so amended, the section provides in effect 
that if the vestry of any parish refuse or neglect to authorise tlie expenditui o 
of such sums as the burial board of the parish have declared to he necessary for 
providing and laying out a burial ground and building the necessary chapel or 
chapels therein, the burial board may represent such refusal or neglect to the 
Local Govorumeiit Board, and if it appears to the Board after inquiry that the 
burial board are unable to provide such burial ground, or to proceed effectually 
in the execution of their duties, by reason of such refusal or neglect, the Board 
may authorise the burial board, without further authority, sanction, or approval 
of tne vestry, to expend such sums for providing and laying out a burial ground, 
and building the necessary chapel or chapels thereon, and to borrow for all or 
any of such purposes, and to enter into and make such couti'acts and purchase'^ 
and to do such other acts as under ss. 19, 20, 36, and 42 of the Burial Act, 1852 
(15 & 16 Viet. c. 85),- might have been expended, borrowed etc., with the 
authority etc. of the vestry, subject to such limitation of amount or other 
limitation or restriction as the Board may prescribe. See R. v. Kilhamy York’- 
shire, Burial Board (1885), 1 T, L, E. 678, C. A. 

(tt) See p. 462, post. 

\a) In the case of authorities acting in the execution of the Burial Acts other 
than elective burial boai;(}8, other provisions applicable to the alienation of land 
acquired for a burial ^ound may come into play; see pp. 486, 492, 497, posU 
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nature of a vestry, sell and dispose of any lands purchased by them 
under the Burial Acts, or any part thereof, in which no interment 
has taken place, and which it may appear to them may be properly 
sold and disposed of. The proceeds of sale are to be applied to 
such of the purposes of the Burial Acts as the board thinK fit(fc). 
There are statutory provisions as to the form of the conveyance, 
and as to the receipt for the purchase-money where land is sold 
under tViis ])ower(c). 

Again, tlie board may, with the sanction of, and subject to regula- 
tions approved of by, the Local Government BoM'd, let any land 
purchased by them under the Burial Acts which has not been con- 
secrated, and in which no body has been interred, and which is not 
for the time being Required for the purposes of a burial ground, 
in siicli manner and upon such terms as the burial board see tit, so, 
liowever, that power is reserved to that board to resume possession 
of any such land wliich may be required for the purposes of burial 
on giving six months’ notice (d). 

Once land acquired by a burial board has been consecrated, 
liowever, it cannot he divested of its sacred character except by 
statute, and this circumstance would practically stand in the \vay 
of the sale of such land except for some purpose for which a faculty 
could be obtained (e). 

Unconsecrated land which is maintained by a burial authority 
and set apart for the purposes of burial must not be applied to any 
other purpose except by leave of the Local Government Board (/). 

Moreover, if the land has once been set apart for the purpose of 
interment, notwithstanding that it has ne.ver been used for that 
purpose, provisions operate which in general prevent its being 
used for building in the hands of the purchaser or lessee {g). 

966. A burial board have also certain powers for the appropria- 
tion of parish land and land held for parochial charities {h). 


{h) Burial Act, 18u2 (15 & IG Viet. c. 85), r. 2S. 

(c) Ibid, ; Lauds Clauses Oousolidation Act, 18-15 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 18), s. 132. 

(d) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 17, as amended, by the sub- 
siitutiou of the Local Government Board for a Secretary of State, by tlie Burial 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 4. 

(<;) See p, 423, a?Ue. 

(/) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16), s. 6. This would not prevent the 
conveyance or appropriation of the ground for an “open space’* under the 
enactments referred to at pp. 533 et seq. 

{g) See pp. 423, 424, 532, 533, post. 

\h) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, a 85), s. 29; “Provided always, that 
any burial board under this Act, with the apjiroval of the vestiy and of the 
guardians of the poor of the parish (if any), and of the Poor Law Board [now 
the Local Government Board], may from time to time appropriate for the 
purposes of a burial ground for such parish, either alone or jointly with any 
g other parish or paxishes, any land vested in such guaidians, or in the church- 
^wardens, oi- in the churchwardens and overseers of the parish, or in any 
feoffees, trustees, or others, for the general benefit of the parish, or for any 
specific ciiaritv : Provided always, that where any land so taken and appro- 
priated shall be subject to any ^aritable use, such land shall be taken on 
such conditions only as the Oouit of Chancery in the exercise of its jurisdiction 
over charitable trusts shall appoint and direct,'* 

The section, occurring as it does in the Act of 18^2, oouxse refers to the 
case of a biu'ial board for a paiish only, but it must doubtless be taken to be 
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967. There are provisions enabling a transfer to be niiide to a 
burial board of a burial ground provided under the Church Building 
Acts, in respect of which there is an outstanding debt charged on 
the church rate, in consideration of the board paying off the debt, 
or such 'part thereof as may be agreed upon by creditors to whom 
two-thirds of the debt is due(i). But in view of the Compulsory 
Church Rate Abolition Act, 1868 (j), these provisions are becoming 
obsolete. Where they are acted upon the burial board may, with 
the approval of the vestry, enlarge the burial ground by tlie 
addition of unconsecrated ground (/j). 

968. A burial board, witli the approval of the vestry or meeting in 
the nature of a vestry, may purchase any cemetery closed by Order 
in Council which adjoins or is near to any land appropriated or 
about to be appropriated by the board for a burial ground, if the 
same appears to the board eligible for the purpose of appropriating 
or erecting buildings for or making approaches to their burial 
ground. The Order in Council, however, remains in force with 
regard to such cemetery notwithstanding such purchase (/). 

969. A burial board are required to redeem any tithe rent-charge 
to which land taken by them for the purpose of a burial ground is 
subject at twenty-five years* purchase, making the necessary api)Ii- 
cation to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (in), as soon as 
they are in possession of the land, and before a[)plying it to the 
purposes of a burial ground (n). 


extended to otlier areas for wliich burial boards may be establiHlied. Probably 
guardians of a union comprising the parish are not guardians of the parish 
within the section. Property formerly vested, in ilio churchwardens and over- 
seers is now in the case of a rui*al parish vested in the parish council or the 
corporation of the chairman of the parish meeting and the oversoors, as the case 
may be, under the Local Government Act, IS94 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), ss. 5 (2), 
19 (7) ; and in the case of an urban parish is not infrequently vested in the 
overseers alone, or in the urban authority, under an order of the Local Govoni- 
ment Board made pursuant to s. 33 of that Act. 

The court will not entertain an application iu respect of charity land under 
the section unless the leave of the Charity Commissioners or the Board of 
Education, as the case may be, to make the application has boon obtained 
under s. 17 of the Charitable Trusts Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 137), thougli 
their approval of the objects of the application is not required (Kx parte Watford 
Burial Board (1856), 2 Jur. fN. s.) 1045). The court may impose the payment 
of a price as one of the conclitions on which it wull authorise the appropriation 
of the land (Re Eyham Burial Board (1857), 3 Jur. (N. B.) 956). The consent 
of the vestry, w*hen given under the erroneous belief that the land will be 
appropriated free of charge, is a nullity (ibid,). 

(t) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 7. 

(j) 31 & 32 Viet. c. 109. It must bo renieinbered, however, that compulsory 
church rates are not abolished by the Act where money is ilue upon security of 
them, and in some parishes payment of such rates is still enforced. See litlo 
Ecolesiastioal Law. 

(h) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 7. 

(f) Ibid., 8. 26. 

(m) As successors of the Tithe Commissioners (Board of Agriculture Act, 1889 
(52 & 53 Viet. 0 . 30), s. 2 (1) and Schod. I., Fart II. ; Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries Act, 1903 (3 Edw. 7, c. 31). As to redemption of tithe rent-charge 
generally, see title Eq^iLFiSiASTioAL Law. 

('«) Tithe Act, 1878 (41 42 Vict, c. 42), s. I ; and soo ibid., sa. 2 — 
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970 . A burial board may lay out and embellish any burial ground 
provided by the board in such manner as may be fitting and 
proper (o). 

971 . No ground not used as or appropriated for a cemetery before 
August 14, 1855, may be used for burials under the linrial 
Acts {}>) within the distance of one hundred yards from any dwell- 
ing-house without the consent in writing of the owner, lessee, and 
occupier of such dwelling-house ; but (subject to an exception with 
regard to certain special rights acquired before November 27, 
li)0G) such consent is not required where the dwelling-house is 
or was begun to be erected, or is or was erected or completed, 
after any part of the burial ground has or had been so used or 
api^ropriated {q). 

The prohibition is against the actual interment of bodies. Land 
may be appropriated as part of the burial ground within the hundred 
yards so long as no actual interment takes within that 

distance (?*). Tlie hundred yards are to be measured as the crow 
flies (,s) from the walls of the dwelling-house itself, and not from the 
walls or boundary of the curtilage {i). 

A landowner who sells land for the purpose of a burial ground 
cannot afterwards object to the use of the land for burial within a 
hundred yards of a dwelling-house belonging to him on land which 
he retains (a). 

It would appear to be legitimate for a burial board to purchase the 

(0) Pmvial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, c. 85), s. 30. Tho section contained 
further provisions whicli are now repealed by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 
Viet. c. 16), 8. 12 and 8cliod. II. 

(2*) Notwithstanding that tho restriction is expressed to apply only to burials 
uniler the Burial Acts — tho words of the section are, “ under the said Act [the 
Burial Act, 1852] or this Act, or either of them” — it was held by Mamns, V.-C., 
in (h eenwood v. Wadstwrth (1873), L. 11. 16 Eq. 2S8, to apply to burials in a 
burial ground provided by private enterprise ; and it was afterwards assumed 
to have this general effect in Cowley [Lord) v. Byus (1877), 6 Ch. D. 944, 0. A. 
It is, however, generally thought that the decision in Greenwood v. Wadsworth , 
supra j was wrong, 

(y) Biu’ial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 9; Buiial Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 44), s. 1. 8. 9 of tho Act of 1855 was held in Oodden v. Hythe Burial 

Hoardj [1906] 2 Ch. 270, 0. A., to apply with reference to dwelling-houses erected 
after the provision of the burial ground as well as any erected previously, and 
s. 1 of the Act of 1906, which is expressed to operate retrospectively — the words 
are that the consent “ shall not be and shall be deemed never to have been 
required iu any case ” etc. — was enacted in consequence of that decision. The 
section is, however, subject to a proviso to the effect that nothing in the section 
shall affect any rights acquired before November 27, 1906, under any judgment 
or order of a court of competent jurisdiction or under any agreement in 
writing, but that in case of a dispute one of the parties to which is a burial 
authority within the meaning of^the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16) (see 
p. 450, a»ie), arising under an agreement as to any such right, the dispute shall, 
if either party so requires, be determined by the Local Government Board, 
either as arbitrators or otherwise at tho option of the Board, in manner provided 
by the section. 

(r) Cowley [Lord) v. ByaSy supra. 

(e) Moujlet v. Cole (1872), L. E. 8 Exch. 32. 

(1) Wright v. Wallasey Local Board (1887), 18 Q. B. D. 783. 

(a) T<mi8 v. Clacton Urban District Council (1898),*78*'L. T. 712, decided oa 
the principle that a man cannot derogate from his own grant. 
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consent ot an owner, lessee, or occupier to the use of their burial 
ground for burial within a hundred yards of a dwelling-house. 

972 . The general management, regulation, and control of any 
burial gfound provided by a burial board are, by express enactment, 
subject to the provisions of the Burial Acts and any regulations made 
thereunder (6), vested in and exercisable by the burial board, but 
any question which arises touching the fitness of any monumental 
inscription in the consecrated part of the ground is to be determined 
by the bishop (c). 

Moreover, as owners and occupiers of the land, the board are in 
general, and apart from express provision, entitled to the ordinary 
rights and subject to the ordinary duties of owners and occupiers 
of land (d). 

Whether the burial ground of a burial board is extra covimer- 
cium, BO that the board escape statutory liabilities imposed on 
** owners ” of property by such statutes as the Public Health Acts, 
appears not to have been decided, but probably it is not, at any rate 
while used for burials (e). 

973 . A burial board are rateable in respect of their burial 
ground (/), subject to the limitation that land acquired by a burial 


(b) As to regulations glider the Burial Acts, the power to make which is 
now in the Local Government Board, see p. 537, post. 

(c) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 38. As to the effect of the 
section as regards the mutual rights of the burial board and grantees of exclu- 
sive rights of burial etc. in the burial ground, see Ashby v. Harris (1868), 
L. E. 3 0. P. 523, and McOmgh v. Lancaster Burial Board (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 
323, 0. A. ; and p. 473, post. In case of dispute between the board and any 
person as to the fitness of an inscription in the consecrated part of the ground, 
the proper course is to apply to the obancellor of the diocese to bold a court to 
decide the question. Either party may so apply (Bean of Carlisle's Case (1860), 
Times (December 21, 1866). 

(d) Crowhurst v. Amersham Burial Board (1878), 4 Ex, D. 6 , where a burial 
board were held liable in damages for injury to a horse depastured in an adjoin- 
ing field occasioned by its eating branches of yew trees planted by the board 
in their burial CTound, which had been allowed to project over the field, affords 
an instance of the liability of a burial board in their capacity of the owners and 
occupiers of land.,; See titles Agriculture, YoL I,, p. 296; Boundaries, 
Fences and Party- Walls, pp. 126, 127, ante. 

(e) A parish churchyaifi appears to be extra commercium. See Angell v. Pad- 
dington Vestry (1868), L. E. 3 Q. B. 714, decided with reference to a church, and 
noticed in Wright v. Ingle (1885), 16 Q. B. D. 379, 0. A. On the other hand, the 
cemetery of a cemetery company is not extra commercium (St. Giles, Camber- 
well, Vestry v. London Cemetery Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 699), And the burial ground 
of a burial authority in actual use would probably be held to be on the footing 
of the cemeteiy of a cemete^ company in this respect. See Westminster 
Corporation v. Johnson, [1904] 2 £!. B. 737, <5. A, A burial ground no longer in use 
might, however, bo held to be in a different position, particularly if closed by 
Order in Council and appropriated as an o^n space. See London County Council 
Y. Wandsworth Borough Council, [1903] 1 K. B, 797, 0. A. ; hut see Heme Bay 
Urban District Council v. Payne, [1907] 2 K. B. 130. 

(/) That the burial ground is rateable is assumed in s. 15 of the Burial Act, 
1855 (18 & 19 Viet. 0 . 128), referred to in note (g), p. 466, post. See also London 
County Council v. Erith Overseers, [1893] A. 0. 562 ; Liverpool Corporation v. 
West Derby Union (1905), 69 J. P. 277, not followed on a point immaterial to 
the present question in pornsey School of Art y. Edmonton Unirni Assessment 
Committee (1905), 70 J.*P. 121, and distinguished in Liverpool Corporation y. West 
Derby Union (1908), 72 J. P. 228, affirmed 24 T. L. E, 701, C. A. ; North 
Manchester Overseers T. WinstarUey, [1008] 1 K. B. 835, 0. A. ~ ^ 
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board for a burial ground, with or without any building erected or 
to be erected thereon, may not, while used for such purposes, be 
assessed to any rates at a higher value than that at which it was 
assessed at the time when it was so acquired (g), A burial ground 
does not fall within the definition of “agricultural land” in the 
Agricultural Rates Act, 1896 (A), and is thus rateable to the poor 
rate at the full rate in the pound. 

Apparently, however, the burial ground would cease to be rateable 
it it ceased to be used for burials, and were not used for any other 
purpose than that of an open space (i). 

974. The clauses of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (/c), with 
respect to the protection of the cemetery, are applicable to burial 
grounds provided by burial boards (1). These clauses impose penal- 
ties (m) on persons injuring the fences etc. of the burial ground, 
defacing tombstones, causing disturbance in the burial ground etc. 

SuiJ-SECrr. 5. — Consecrated and Unconsecrated Portions of Burial Qrovnd. 

975. A burial authority for any burial ground may, if tliey think 
fit, apply to the bishop to consecrate any portion of the burial 
ground approved in that behalf by the Secretary of Stale (/^). 

If tlie burial authority do not make the application within a 
reasonable time after a request in that behalf, the Secretary of 
State, if satisfied that a reasonable number of the persons for whom, 
or within the area for which, the burial ground is provided desire 
that a portion of it be consecrated, and that the consecration fees 
have been paid or reasonably secured, may make the application in 
respect of an approved portion of the ground, and the bishop may 
consecrate accordingly ; and it is the duty of the burial board in 
such case to make such arrangements as may be necessary for the 
consecration (o). 


{(j) Burial Act, 18o.) (18 & 19 Vict. c. 128), s. lo. As to the basis of assess- 
ment within this maximum, see title Bates ano Bating. 

(h) 69 & GO Vict. c. 16, s. 9. Seo title Bates and Bating. 

(i) See Lambeth Overseers v. London County Council y [18971 A. C. 625 ; 
Manchester Corporations, Chorlton Union Assessment Committee (1897), 15 T. L. B. 
327 ; Liverpool Corporation v. West Derby Union (1908), 24 T. L. E. 701, C. A. 

(A) 10 & 11 Vict. c. 65, 63. 58, 59. See further, as to these sections, p. 523, 

(Z) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Vict. c. 85), s. 40. 

{m) The sections do not themselves provide for the manner in which the 
penalties are to be eufon,fcd ; but s. 62 of the Act of 1847, under which penal- 
ties are recoverable summarily in manner provided by the Eailways Clauses 
Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20), bb. 140 — 160, as modified by the 
Summary Jurisdiction Acts (see pp. 523, 524, pos^), would probably be held to 
apply with reference to the recovery of penalties under the sections incorporated 
with the Burial Acts. 

(n) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 15), s. 1 (1), For form of application 
for Home Secretary’s approval, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, VoL 111., p. 123 ; 
for fonn of petition to the bishop, see ibid,, p. 125. 

(o) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 15), s. 1 (2), Before the Act of 1900 it 
was obligatory in all c»ses upon a burial board to apply to the bishop to con- 
Bocrate at least a portion of the burial ground, and their duty was enforceable 
by mandamus (/if. v. North Kelsey Burial Board (1892), Times (March 22, 1892); 
U, V. Basingsteke Burial Board (1896), 60 J. P. 708).* The Secretary of State 
has power to cau^ inquiries to be held with reganl to the consecration of buriab 
Ijyounds, See p. 639, 
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No wall or fence need be erected or maintained between the con- 
secrated and unconsecrated portions of a burial ground provided 
under the Burial Acts, but, in the case of any burial ground where 
there is fio such wall or fence, the burial board must place and 
keep in repair such boundary marks .of stone or iron as may be 
sufficient to show the boundaries of such portions respectively^?). 

976. If a burial board apply in writing to the bishop to conse- 
crate a burial ground stating that the ground is in a fit and proper 
condition for the purpose of interment with the rites of the Church 
of England, and the bishop refuses to consecrate, ‘the board may 
appeal to the archbishop, who is to decide the matter in dispute. 
If the archbishop decides that the ground is mot in such fit and 
proper condition, the board must put it in a fit and proper condition ; 
but if he decides that it is in a fit and proper condition and ought 
to be consecrated, he is to communicate such decision in writing to 
the bishop, and if the bishop do not within one calendar month 
thereafter consecrate the ground, the archbishop must under his 
hand and seal license the same for interments according to the rites 
of the Church of England, and such licence, until the ground is 
consecrated, operates to make lawful the use of the same as if it 
had been consecrated (q). 

977. Where a Secretary of State certifies that all necessary pro- 
visions with regard to a burial ground provided under the Burial 
Acts have been complied with, it is lawful for the incumbent or 
incumbents of the parish or parishes for which the ground is 
provided, or his or their curate or curates, or such duly qualified 
person as any such incumbent may authorise, if such incumbent, 
curate, or person think fit, to hury in the burial ground before the 
decision of the bishop or archbishop upon the application for 
consecration (?•). 

978. The unconsecrated part of a new burial ground provided 
under the Burial Acts must be allotted in such manner and in 
such portions as may be sanctioned by a Secretary of State (s). 
Portions may be allotted for the exclusive use of particular 
denominations (0- 
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(p) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 11. Before this Act it held 
that there was a sufficient “ setting apart” of the un consecrated part of the 
burial ground within the now repealed provisions of s. 30 of the Burial Act, 
1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), where that pait was separated from the consecrated 
part by a wall 12 inches high (i2. v. Tiverton Burial Board (1858), 31 L. T. 
(o. s.) 233). 

(^) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), 8» 12, as amended by the Burial 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 15), s. 12. 

(?^ Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s, 13. A clergyman of the Church 
of England is now at liberty to use the burial service of the Church in any 
uiiconseorated ground in which he might lawfully have used such service it 
such ground had been consecrated (Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 
Viet. o. 41) 8* 12) ; and see p. 427, ante. 

(«) Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 134). s. 1. 

(<) See Burial Act, 190(f (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 2 (1), (2), For form of appli^* 
cation to the Secretary of State, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 123. 
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Sub-Sect. 6. — Chapels. 

§79. A burial authority may, at their own cost, erect on any part 
of their burial ground, which is not consecrated or set apart for the 
exclusive use of any particular denomination, any chappl which 
they consider necessary for the due performance of funeral services, 
but no chapel so erected after July 10, 1900, may be consecrated 
or reserved for the exclusive use of any denomination (u). 

980 . A burial authority may also, at the request and cost of the 
residents within their district belonging to any particular denomina- 
tion, erect, furnish, and maintain a chapel for funeral services 
according to the rites of that denomination on the ground appro- 
priated to their use. Where such a request is made, and the 
estimated costs are tendered to the burial authority or reasonably 
secured, then, if the burial authority refuse to grant the request 
or fail to give effect to it within a reasonable time, a Secretary of 
State may, if he thinks lit, by order in writing, require the burial 
authority to erect etc., or give facilities for erecting etc., such a 
chapel in accordance with directions given in the order, and the 
burial authority must comply with the order (u ). 

981 . There are provisions enabling two burial boards who have 
provided separate burial grounds, if such burial grounds adjoin 
each other, to provide a chapel or chapels jointly for use in connec- 
tion with burials in both grounds, or, with the sanction of a 
Secretary of State, to contract for the use by one of such boards of 
a chapel provided by the other (a). 

Sub-Sect. 7. — Rights of Sipulture, Duties of inenmhents etc . 

982 . Where a burial ground is provided by a burial lioard for a 
parish, or for two or more parishes, such burial ground is to be 
deemed the burial ground of such parish or parishes, and the 


(u) Burial Act, 1900 (03 & 04 Viet. c. lo), s. 2 (1). 

(w^) Ibid.^ 8. 2 (2), (3). Before the Act of 1900 a burial boiircl had power to 
erect a chapel for the performance of the burial service according to the rites 
of the Church of England, and also a chapel or chapels on the unconsecrated 
part of the gioiind for funeral seiTicos, and where thej' erected a chapel for the 
I)erforniance of the burial service according to the rites of the Church of 
England they were, in curtain cases, bound also to piovide chapel accommoda- 
tion for the performance of a funeral service by persons not being members of 
that Church. See the portions of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), 
B. 30, the Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 134), s. 7, and the Burial Act, 
1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 14, repealed by the Act of 1900, s. 12 and Sched. II. 
A chapel erected before the Act of 1900 for the performance of the burial service 
according to the rites of the Church of England, and consecrated for that 
purpose, is for that purpose a substitute for the parish church (S/. Margaret, 
Rvcl eater, Burial Board v, Thompson (1871), L. R. 6 C. V. 445). The Secretory of 
State has power to cause inquiries to be hold with regard to the building of 
chapels in burial grounds. See p, 639, post. 

(a) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 16. The section refers to burial 
boards for two parishes, but must doubtless bo taken to extend to burial boards 
for other areas. It refers also to the powers of burial boards for the provision 
of chapels under the Burial Acts, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, c, 86) and 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet, c 134) ; but it must now, it seems, be read eis referring to the substituted 
l owers conferred by the Burial Act, 1906 (63 & rfi4 Viet. c. 15). See the 
in^erpietation Act, 1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 63), s. 38 (1). 
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parisbioners and inhabitants of such parish or parishes — and for 
this purpose persons dying in the parish are to be considered to 
be inhabitants (h ) — have the like rights of sepulture in the burial 
ground as they would have had in the burial ground of their parish (c). 

And where a burial ground is provided by a burial board for any 
other area, the inhabitants of that area have the same right to be 
buried in such burial ground as the inhabitants of a parish have 
to be buried in their parish burial ground (d). 

983 . There are provisions also putting the consecrated part of a Performance 
burial ground provided by a burial board on the footing of a parish ot burial 
burial ground as regards the performance of the burial service by 
the incumbent and the functions of parisli, clerks and sextons. 

Subject to what is said below as to the case of a “ new parish,” 
the effect ot these provisions when the burial ground is provided 
for a poor law parish which is also an ecclesiastical parish, or 
for an ancient ecclesiastical parish, or for an area consisting of 
two or more such parishes, is shortly as follows : The incumbent 
of the parish or of each of the parishes, as the case may be, is 
required to perform the same duties and has the same riglits 
and authorities for the performance of the burial service in the 
case of the burial of parishioners or inhabitants of his parish 
^including persons dying there), and the clerk and sexton are 
required and authorised to discharge the same functions in refer- 
ence to such burials, as if the burial ground were the burial ground 
of their parish. But in more complicated cases difficulties may 
arise as to the application and effect of these provisions (c). 
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(b) See p. 413, a)itr. 

(c) See the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 85), s. 32, discussed iu note (<?), 
infra. As to rights of sepulture in parish hiirial grounds, see pp. 413 et seq.y ante. 

{d) This follows from the consideration that the Burial Acts subsequent to 
the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), while providing that burial grounds 
may be provided for areas other than “parishes,’* also enact that the Act of 
1 S52 and such other Acts are to bo read and construed together as one Act. See 
p. 448, ante. 

(e) The principal enactment dealing with tliis matter is s. 32 of the Burial 
Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), which is as follows (the words in italics being now 
repealed by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 12) ** From and 

after the consecration as aforesaid o/any burial ground provided under this Act 
{except any portion thereof intended not to he so consecrated)^ or where all or any 
part of such burial groundj by reason of the same having been already consecrated, 
shall not require to be consecrated, then from and after such time as the bishop of 
the diocese shall appoint, swdi burial ground shall be deemed the burial ground 
of the parish for which the same is provided, and where the same is provided 
for two or more parishes such burial ground shall be in law as if such parishes 
were one parish, and as if such burial ground wore the burial ground of such 
one parish ; and every incumbent or minister of the parish or of each of the 
parishes (as the case may be) for which such burial ground is provided shall, by 
nimself and his curate, or such duly qualiffeQ persons as such incumbent or 
minister may authorise, perform the duties and have the same rights and 
authorities for the perfoiihanoe of religious service in the burial in such burial 
ground, or in the consecrated portion thereof, of the remains of parishioners 
or inhabitants of the parish of which he is such incumbent or minister, and 
shall he entitled to receive the same fees in respect of such burials which he 
has previously enjoyed and received ; and the clerk and sexton of such parish 
or of each of such parishes shall (when necessary) perform and exercise the 
eame duties and functions in respect of the buiial of the remains of parishioners 
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The provisions as to “ new parishes ” above mentioned alfe 
to the effect that the incumbent, clerk, and sexton of a “new 
parish ” constituted under the New Parishes Acts, and to which 

or inhabitantfl of the parish of which he is clerk or Boxton in Buch buiial ground 
or the consecrated portion thereof, and shall he mtitled to receive the same feta on 
such burials, as he has previously performed and exercised and received^ as if 
BUch burial ground wore the burial ground of the respective parish of such 
incumbent or minister, clerk, and sexton respectively^; and the parishioners and 
inhabitants of such parish or of each of such parishes shall have the same rights 
of sepulture in such burial ground as they respectively would have had in the 
burial ground or'buiial grounds in and for their respective parish, subject 
nevertheless to the provisions herein contained.’* 

It will be remembered that the Act of 1852 contemplated the provision of 
burial grounds for “ parishes ” within the meaning of that Act, and through the 
medium of joint burial boards for areas consisting of two or more such parishes 
only. The directions, however, in the subsequent Burial Acts, that the Acts ai*o 
to be'i’ead and construed as one Act, necessarily involve that the provisions of 
the section are to be taken to be extended, muiatia mutandis, to cases whore a' 
binial ground is provided by a burial board for an area other than a “parish.” 
No difhculty in this respect occui*8 so far as regards rights of sepulture ; but 
difficulties have arisen as to the application of the section in such cases with 
regard to the functions of the incumbent and the sexton and clerk. 

In JJornhi/ v. Toxteth Park Burial Board (18(52), 31 Beav. 52, questions were 
raised as to the performance of burial service and rights to biuial fees in the 
case of burials in the consecrated part of a burial ground provided by a burial 
board established for tlie poor law parish of T. It was in dispute whether T. 
was ecclesiasticall}’ Gxtra-i)arochial or part of the parish of W. Three churches 
or iiicuinbencios had been established in T. The first was established under a 
local Act of 1774. Under this Act a cemetery attached to the church was 
vested in the churchwardens of the church, who were authorised to sell burial 
places in it to any pereons willing to purchase such places; and at burials in 
th(' cemetery fees double in amount of those j)ayable in cases of burials at the 

E arish church of AV, were made payable, of which the one moiety was to be 
anded over to the vicar of W., and to be applied by him like fees for burials 
at that palish church. In 1844 a district was assigned to the church established 
under the Act of 1774 by Order in Council under the Church Building Acts. 
The second church or incumbency was established under a local Act of 1815, 
which contained ]>roYisions with regard to a cemetery attached to the church 
substantially, with reference to the questions in the case, to the same effect as 
those of the Act of 1774. The third incumbency was established in 1837 
under the Church Building Acts by an Order in Council constituting a jjart of 
T. an ecclesiastical district. No burial ground was provided for this district. 
The bui’ial board were established ehortlj^ after 1853, and part of tho burial 
ground provided by them was consecrated in 1850. The vicar of W., who was 
one of the plaintiffs, had treated T. as not being part of the parish of W. It 
was held, without deciding whether T. was part of the parish of W. or not, that 
neither the vicar of W. nor the incumbent of any of the three incumbencies 
established in T. was entitled to burial fees in respect of interments in tho 
burial ground. Tho vicar of W. could not claim fees as such even if T. were 
part of the parish of W., since, for the purposes of the Burial Acts, T. was a 
separate parish from W. Again, the vicar of W. could not be regarded as the 
incumbent of T., or if he was such incumbent dejure, he was not so de facto, and 
had enjoyed no fees on the bjirials of inhabitants of T. as vicar of T. The 
incumbents of the incumbencies established under the Acts of 1774 and 1815 
were not entitled to fees because tho burial grounds attached to their churches 
were not burial grounds in which inhabitants of T. had rights of sepulture, 
burial spaces in such burial grounds being simply saleable to any purchaser 
indifferently. A fortiori the third inoimibent, to whose church no burial ground 
was attach^, had no daiin. No decision was given by the court in this case as 
to the duties of the incumbents to perform the service^over bodies of inhabitants 
brought for burial in the burial ground, the decision being confined to their 
right w fees. Owing to the legislation contained in the Burial Act, IDOO 
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those Acts or any of them may apply, and comprised in a parish or 
parishes for which a burial ground is provided under the Burial Acts 
(but not having a separate burial ground under those Acts), are, 
if the new pai’ish contributes to the rates out of which the ground 
has been provided, to perform the Uke duties in respect of the 
burials of parishioners and inhabitants of the new parish in the 
consecrated part of the burial ground as if the burial ground were 
the burial ground of the new parish, subject, however, to a saving 
for the rights of existing incumbents etc. {^f). 
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(61? & 64 Viet. c. 15), with regard to ministers* fees, the case has not the 
importance that it had before that Act. , 

Tn Daf/ v. Peacock (1865), 18 C. B. (n. s.) 702, questions arose as to the rights 
to burial fees in the case of burials in the consecrated part of a burial ground 
provided by a local board acting as a burial board for tho poor law parish of B. 
under the following circumstances : B. was an ancient parochial ohapelry, 
and as such had had an ancient burial ground. An additional church was 
built in B. under the Church Building Acts and a burial ground provided in 
connection with it, and in 1831 part of B., known as tho district of St. Q-., was, 
under those Acts, assigned to that church, tho burial ground becoming the burial 
ground of that district. In 1844 a part of the district of St. C>. was, under the 
Church Building Acts, made into a separate ecclesiastical district under the name 
of St. J., but no separate burial ground was provided for that district, and the 
inhabitants of St. J. accordingly retained their rights of sepulture in tho burial 
ground of St. G. The ecclesiastical distiict of St. J. had not become a new parisli 
under the New Parishes Acts. The ancient burial ground of B. and the burial 
ground of St. G. wore closed by Order in Council in 1857. The local board were 
constituted a burial board in 1858, and a part of the burial ground provided by 
them was consecrated in 1861. It was held that the incumbent of St. J. was 
not entitled to burial fees in respect of the burials of persons belonging to that 
district, that the incumbent of St. G. was entitled to fees in respect of the 
burial of persons coming from St. G. as originally constituted (f’.e., including 
St. J.), and that the incumbent of tho residue of B. was entitled to burial foes 
in respect of the burial of persons belonging to that part of B. 

Tn Stewart v. West Derby Burial Board (i886), 34 Ch. D. 314, it was held that 
where a burial ground was provided by a burial board for a poor law parish 
which had been constituted a separate ecclesiastical parish by a local Act tho 
incumbent of the parish was bound to perform the burial service on the burial 
of parishioners and inhabitants of the parish in the consecrated part of the 
ground, although the parish had never had any separate burial ground of its 
own, and that he was entitled to any fees which the burial board might collect 
in respect of the performance of such service by him. The case also raised 
questions as to incumbents’ right to fees on such interments, turning on the 
provisions of tho local Act in relation to the peculiar circumstances of tho case ; 
out these questions were not definitely decided, and appear to be of little or no 
general interest. 

(/) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 5. The section, after provisions, 
already referred to (p. 452, ante), authorising the establishment of a burial 
board and provision of a burial ground for “any pariah, new parish, township, 
or other district” not being a poor law parish and having no separate burial 
ground, and making incidental provisions, continues as follows (the words in 
italics being repealed by the Burial Act, 190p (63 & 64 Viot. o. 15), s. 12 and 
Sohed. n.) : “ and until a burial ground shall be so provided as aforesaid and con- 
secrated for any new parish or district created or to be created pursuant to ” the 
New Parishes Acts, 1843, 1844, and 1856 (6 & 7 Viet. o. 37; 7 & 8 Viet. c. 94; 
19 & 20 Viot. 0 . 104), “ or any or either of them, and to which the said Acts, or 
any or either of them, may apply, the incumbent of such new parish or district (if 
any burial ground has been or shall be provided under the herein recited Acts [the 
earlier Burial Acts] for the burial of the dead, or any or either of them, for any 
parish or parishes oufr of rates to which such new parish or district, or any part 
thereof, shall have contributed or coutribiite or be liable, shall, with respect 
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984 . Where an incumbent is required and entitled, under the 
provisions of the Burial Acts above referred to, to perform the burial 
service over the remains of parishioners and inhabitants of his 
parish or district in the consecrated part of a burial 'ground 
provided by a burial board, it is unlawful, as being an oflfence 
against ecclesiastical law, for any person other than such incum- 
bent or a person authorised by him to perform the burial service 
over the remains of such persons there, and the exclusive rights 
thus vested in the incumbent in the matter will be enforced by 
injunction. But the duties of the incumbent in question do not 
extend to the burial of strangers to the parish or district whom the 
burial board permit to be buried in the ground, though he has 
the right to prevent any other minister of the Church of England 
from performing the Church of England service over strangers in 
the consecrated part of any burial ground situate in his parish {g), 

985. Where a burial ground is provided under the Burial Acts 
for the common use of two or more parishes, in case any question 
arise among the incumbents of such parishes as to the performance 
of the burial service by a chaplain to be paid by contributions from 
them or deductions from fees or sums payable to them, or otherwise 
touching the performance of service in the consecrated part of the 

to the burial in such last-mentioned burial ground of the remains of the 
parishioners or inhabitants of such new parish or district, or of such part thereof 
as shall have contributed or contribute as aforesaid, as the case may be, per- 
form the same duties, and have the same rights, privileges, and authorities, 
and he entitled to the same /eea, and also the clerk and sexton of such new 
parish or district shall, when necessary, respectively perform the same duties, 
and be entitled to the same fees, in respect of such burials, as if the said burial 
ground were exclusively the burial ground of such new parish or district, 
subject nevertheless to all provisions to which the incumbents, clerks, and 
sextons of original parishes are respectively subject in and bj*^ the said Burial 
Acts, or any or either of them : Provided also, that nothing herein contained 
shall affect the rights or piivileges of any existing incumbent, clerk, or sexton 
without the consent of such incumbent, clerk, or sexton respectively.** 

Cronshaw Wigan liurial Board (1873), L, R. 8 Q. B. 217, and Harris v. 
Lambeth Burial Board (1883), 47 J. P. 501, are cases in which the section was 
hold to entitle the incumbent of a district which had become a new parish within 
the New Parishes Acts to burial fees ; and White v. Norwood Burial Board (1885), 
16 U. B. L). 68, is a similar decision with regard to sextons’ fees. But in all 
these cases the contest was as to whether the district had become such a new 
parish. On this subject see R. v. Berry (1861), 3 E. & E. 640; Jones v. 
Gough (1865), 3 Moo. P. 0. 0. (n. b.) 1 ; and title Ecclestastioal Law. 
In Ormerod v. Blackburn Burial Board (1873), 28 L. T. 438, the section was 
held to extend to the sexton of a new parish which had never had a separate 
burial ground. It was held in Haig v. Barlow (1892), Trist. 149, that the 
section did not give the iucumbont of such new parish any right to monu- 
mental fees, but only to fees for performing the service ; but it has been doubted 
whether the Chancellor’s decision in this case can be reconciled with the decision 
in Cronshaw v. Wigan Burial Board, supra, 

(g) Wood V. Headingley-cum- Burley Burial Board, [1892] 1 Q. B. 713. There 
is some difficulty about the rights and duties of persons in holy orders as to the 
performance of the burial service in the consecrated part of the burial ground 
m cases where, as, for instance, in the case of the burial ground in question in 
Hornby v. Toodeth Bark Burial Board (1862), 31 Beav. 52 (see note (e), p. 470, 
arde), or in the case of the burial of out-pai'ishioners, the provisions of the 
Burial Acts above mentioned as to the rights and duties pf the incumbent do 
not apply. Primd faeie it is unlawful by ecclesiastical law for any person 
other than the incumbent of the parish, or a person licensed by him, to pei'form 
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ground; the bishop of the diocese is required froip' time to time to 
confirm any arrangement approved by a majority or, in case of 
equal numbers, one-half of such incumbents, and such arrangeuient 
so confirmed is binding on all the parties concerned (/t). 

986 . The burial board cannot deprive the sexton of his right to 
discharge the functions of his office in the case of burials in theii* 
burial ground and to earn the fees attached to the discharge of 
such functions (i) by appointing other persons to do the work 
usually done by a sexton (fc). 

Among the duties of a sexton is that of tolling the bell, and if the 
chapel provided for the burial ground is consecrated, and furnislied 
with a bell, the sexton has a right of entry to the chapel for the 
purpose of tolling it (Z). 

Sub-Sect. 8 . — Charges of Burial Board for Burial etc, 

987 . A burial board may, under such restrictions and conditions 
as they think proper, sell the exclusive right of burial, either in 
perpetuity or for a limited period, in any part of their burial ground, 
and also the right of constructing any vault or place of burial, with 
the exclusive right of burial therein, in perpetuity or for a limited 
period, and also the right of erecting and placing any monument, 
gravestone, tablet, or monumental inscription in the burial 
ground {m). 

Such exclusive right of burial is analogous to the corresponding 
rights which may be acquired under faculty in a churchyard (?i); 
but it is a statutory right, and is not to be extended beyond the 
words of the statute which authorise it. The grant of such a right, 
therefore, conveys to the grantee no freehold estate in any part of 
tlie ground, nor the right to erect a gravestone, though the latter 
right may be separately acquired (u). It may be granted to the 


the burial service in any consecrated j^round in the parish. See Wood v. Head- 
ingleg-cuni-liurley Burial Boardy [1892] 1 Q. D. 713; Johnson v. Friend (IKOO), 
6 Jur. (n. s.)2S0; Moysey v. (1828), 2 Hag. Ecc, 30. The provisions 

of the Burial Acts above refened to, in cases to which they apply, pro tanto 
override this rule ; but in cases not provided for by the Burial Acts the rule 
prevails. See JVood v. Ileadingley-cum-Burley Burial Boardy supruy and expres- 
sions to a similar effect by l)r. Tihstuam in Re, Fulham Burial Fete (1878), 
'Times (November 26, 1878). 

(h) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 39. 

(i) As to these fees, see Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16), s. 3 (1), (3), (5) ; 
and pp. 479, 480, 482, post, 

(/c) Cell V. Birmingham Corporation (1864), 10 L. T. 497; St, Margarety 
ItvchesteTy Burial Board v. Thompson (1871), L. E, 6 C. P. 444, at p. 459. 

(0 Ihid. 

(m) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 33, as amended by the Bui'ial 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. o. 15), s. 12. 

(?i) See p. 419, ante, 

(o) See McGough v. Lancaster Burial Board (1888), 21 Q. B. D. 323, C. A., 
where a grant of an exclusive right of burial with a right to erect a gi-ave- 
stone, Bubieot, inter alia, to existing and future regulations issued by the board, 
was held by the Court of Appeal, partly iu view of the terms of the grant and 
partly in view of the statutory control over the ground vested in the burial 
board under s. 38 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85) (as to which see 
p. 465, ant^y not to entitle the grantee to place a glass shade on the gi'aye to 
protect a wreath in contravention of regulations made by the board. In 
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grantee and his heirs, and in that case will descend accord- 
ingly (7?). And there is no apparent reason why it should not be 
granted to the grantee and his family by analogy with the limitations 
in faculties (q). It does not appear to be an interest in land so as 
to be affected by the Statute of Frauds, but rather to be an incor- 
poreal hereditament in the nature of an easement, and it therefore 
requires a deed to complete the title at law (?•)• 

988. A burial board are entitled to charge foes in respect of 
interments in their burial ground, as well as to make charges for the 
rights of exclusive burial etc., which they are empowered to sell as 
above mentioned (s). 

The board are required to fix and settle such fees and charges, 
subject to the approval of the Local Government Board ; and, with 
the ap23roval of that Board, and also of the vestry or meeting in tlie 
nature of a vestry, they may from time to time revise and alter 
such fees and charges. A table showing the fees and charges, and 
all other fees and payments in respect of iiiterraenls in the burial 
ground (t), must be printed and published, and be affixed, and at all 
times continued, on some conspicuous part of that ground (a). 

The board, in addition to the fees and charges above mentioned 
which they receive on their own behalf, are required to receive fees 
on behalf of ministers of religion who perform funeral services in 
the ground, and in some cases also fees still i^ayable to incumbents 
other than for services rendered (6). 

SuJ3-Seot. 9 . — Finances of Burud Board, 

989. Subject to a provision under which such authorisation may 
he dispensed with by the Local Government Board (c), the expenses 
of a burial board in providing and laying out a burial ground and 
building any necessary chapel thereon must not exceed such sum 


the earlier case of Aslihy v. Harris (1868), L. R. 3 0. P. 523, a grant of 
BJinilar rights, subject to a proviso to the effect that if the gravestone wore 
not kept ill repair according to such regulations as the burial board should 
make the grant should be void, was held to entitle the grantee to plant the 
grave with shrubs and flowers notwithstanding a regulation made by the board 
subsequently to the grant prohibiting planting in the burial ground by persons 
other than the board’s employees ; but the decision was doubted in McOough v. 
Lancfjster Burial Board (1888), 21 Q. B. 1). 323, C. A. 

(p) Matthews v. Jeffrey (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 290, where it was contended, 
unsuccessfully, that although the grant was made to the grantee, his heirs and 
assigns, the right nevertheless passed on the death of the grantee intestate 
to the family of the grantee generally. 

(q) See p. 419, ante. 

(r) See Bryan v. Whistler (1828), 8 B. & C. 288, and generally, titles Ease- 
ments AND Profits a Prendre; Real Proferty and Chattels Real. 

(«) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IG^Vict. c. 85), s. 34, as amended by the Burial 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 12. 

(t) F.(j., the fees payable to ministers of religion for services rendered* 

(a) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 34 : Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 
Viet. Cv 128), s. 7; Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet c. 15), ss. 4, 12. The 
approval of the Ijocal Govcniment Board was substituted for that of the 
Secretary of State by s. 4 of the Act of 1900. For form of table of fees, see 
Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol, III., j). 133. 

See pp. 479 cf seq,, post, • 
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as the vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry may authorise 
to be expended for the purpose (d). But their expenditure on ot her 
matters is not subject to the control of the vestry or meeting in 
the nature of a vestry. 

990. The expenses of a burial board for a poor law parish in 
carrying the Burial Acts into execution are chargeable upon and 
are to be paid out of the poor rate of the parish ; and the over- 
seers or other officers making and levying the poor rate are, upon 
the receipt of a certificate under the hands of not less than three 
members of the board of the sums required froih time to time 
for defraying any such expenses, to pay such sums out of the poor 
rate as the board direct (e), 

991. The provisions as to the manner in winch burial boards 
for areas other than poor law parishes are to raise their funds 
are expressed in very confused language, but their effect is as 
follows ; — 

Subject to the one exception mentioned below, the board issue 
certificates, such as are above mentioned, calling for contributions 
from the overseers or other persons making and levying the poor 
rate of the poor law parish or poor law parishes constituting or 
comprising the area of the board. Where the whole of a poor 
law parish from which a contribution is thus sought is comprised 
within the area of the board, the certific^ate is to be met out of tlie 
poor rate; where part only of a poor law parish either constitutes 
or is comprised within the area of the board, then the overseers, or 
other persons levying the poor rate, are to meet the certificate by the 
levy of an addition to the poor rate or of a separate rate or rates in 
that part of the parish. The exception is that where the contribution 
is required from part of a poor law parish comprised in an incor- 
poration or union maintaining its poor out of a common rate the 
certificate is to call for the contribution from the persons authorised 
to make and collect the common rate or cause it to be made and 
collected, and is to be met by those persons by the levy of an 
addition to the common rate or of a separate rate witliin the part 
of the parish in question (/). 

Where the burial board is established for united parishes etc. 
under s. 11 of the Burial Act, 1855, the contributions of the 
several parishes and places in question are to be proportionate to 
their rateable values {g). And where a joint burial board is 

(d) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IS Viet. c. 85), s. W, 

(c) Ihid,, 8. 19; and see ibid., s, 14. 

(/> Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), bs. 11, 13. TIio fmaucial 
provisions of these sections extend to cases whejro the burial board was originally 
constituted for a poor law parish, but, owing to subsequent alterations in 
parish boundaries, their area has ceased to be co-oxtensive with such a parish 
(ii, V. Keighley Overseers (1897), Local Government Chronicle, 1897, p. 47). 

ig) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 11. The appprtionmont must 
be according to rateable values for the time being (/?, v. Ooleshill Overseers 
f 18C21, 31 L. J. (q. B.) 219, affinned, without dealing with this point, 34 Ji. J. 
(q. b.) 96, Ex. Ch.). In«the case of a burial board the contributions must still 
be apportioned according to rateable values notwithstanding the Agricultural 
Bates Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Vict» C» 16), See Lancashire Asylvme Board y, 
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established the matter is determined by the agreement for the 
establishment of the board (ft). In other cases, however, there is 
no express provision as to liow contributions are to be apportioned 
between different areas. 

992. For the purpose of levying a separate rate on part of a 
parish to meet expenses of a burial board under the above pro- 
visions, the overseers or other persons levying the rate have the 
same powers, remedies, and privileges, and are to proceed in the 
same manner, as in the case of the poor rate, and any such rate 
may, notwithstanding any restriction ^n relation to the parish rate 
or common rate, be made and levied as may be necessary to 
provide for the payments required (?). The officers ordinarily 
employed in the collection of the poor rate must, it required by the 
overseers, collect such a separate rate, and are to receive out of the 
rate such remuneration for the additional duty as the overseers, 
with the consent of the vestry of the poor law parish (ft), deter- 
mine (Z). The accounts of the overseers in relation to the rate are 
subject to audit by the district auditor (m). 

993. A burial board may, with the sanction of the vestry or 
meeting in the nature of a vestry — which, however, may be dispensed 
with by the Local Government Board in certain cases (n ) — and the 
approval of the Local Government Board (o), borrow any money 
required for providing aiid laying out a burial ground and building 
a chapel or chapels thereon on the security of the rates out of 
wliicli their expenses are payable (p). 


]\Ianch€8ter Corporation, [1900] 1 Q. 13. 458, C. A. In the case of an urban 
authority exorcising the financial powers of a burial board, however, the appor^ 
tionment might have to be made according to assessable values by virtue of 
B. 3 of the Agricultural Kates Act, 1896. See title Rates and Rating. 

(ft) See p. 466, ante. 

(i) Burial Act, ]855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 13. The effect of this provision 
Been] 8 to be to apply to the rate in question the enactments for the time being 
applicable to the poor rate, and not the enactments applicable to that rate at the 
date of the Act of 1855. See B. v. Lambert (1854), 2 C. L, R. 883; B. v. 
Wolferstan, [1893] 2 Q. B. 451 ; but see contra, Bird v. Adcock (1878), 47 L, J. 
(M. c.) 123. ^ Many of the enactments affecting the poor rate passed since the 
Act of 1855, moreover, apply in terms to local rates generally or to a class of 
such rates that would include a separate burial rate ; and other Buch enactments 
inay apply to the rate by virtue of s. 38 of the Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 
& 63 Vict. c. 63), if not by virtue of b. 13 of the Act of 1855 itself. See 
generally, title Rates and Rating. 

(ft) In the case of a rural parish the consent would be that of the parish 
council or parish meeting, as the case might be. 

(i) Poor Law Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 64), s, 17. 

(m) Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1876 (39 & 40 Vict. 
c. 61), s. 37 ; and see the Orders bf the Local Government Board of March 20, 
1879, and September 8, 1903 (Statutory Rules and Orders Revised, 1904, 
Vol. X., “ Poor, England,” 379, 637). 

(n) See p. 461, ante, 

(o) Substituted for this purpose for the Treasury by the Local Authorities 
(Treasury Powers) Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 33), s. 1 (1). 

{p) Burial Act, 1862 (16 A 16 Vict. c. 85), s. 20. [fhe section, the latter part 
of which, dealing with the discharge of the loan, is repealed, oontemplates of 
course the case of a burial board for a parish only, and authorises borrowing on 
the security of the ** future poor rates of the parish/’ The provisions as to the 
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There are provisions authorising burial boards to borrow at a 
lower rate of interest for the purpose of paying ojBf securities 
bearing a higher rate of interest (q) and provisions enabling them 
to borrotv for the purpose of paying oflf the principal of a previous 
loan at the time appointed for repayment if they are unable to pay 
oif the same otherwise (r). 

994 . There are alternative methods of exercising their borrowing 
powers open to the burial board. 

(1) They may borrow by mortgage of the rates chargeable in 
accordance with provisions in the Burial Acts (s). Where they adopt 
this course the clauses of the Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (^), 
witli respect to mortgages to be executed the commissioners, 
apply (w). And tlie board are, for the purpose of providing a 
sinking fund for paying off the principal, to set aside once in 
every year, out of the moneys charged, such sum as they think 
proper, being a sum equal to or exceeding one-fiftieth of the 
principal borrowed (u). The effect of the clauses of the Commis- 
sioners Clauses Act, 1847, as thus applied, is as follows (h ) : — 
The mortgage is to be by deed under the seal of the board 
duly stamped and stating the consideration, and may be in a 
form scheduled to the Act of 1847 or to the like effect (c). The 


security must, no doubt, bo taken to be extended in the manner stated in the 
text. See R. v. Coleehill &ver3eers (1864), ^51 L. J. (q. b.) 90, where money 
borrowed by a burial board established under s. 11 of the Buiial Act, IS.’/o 
(18 & 19 Vict. c. 128), for united parishes, each of which was a poor law parisli, 
was held to bo rightly charged on ** the future rates to bo made and levied *’ in 
tlio one poor law parish “ and also on the future rates to bo made and levied ” in 
the other poor law parish. 

((/) Burial Act, 18o4 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 87), s. 4 ; Commissioners ClaiiHCs Act, 
1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 16), 8. 80, as incorporated with the Bnrial Act, 18o7 (20 I'c 21 
Vict. c. 81), by s. 19 of that Act. S. 4 of the Act of 1864 is expressed to 
apjdy to burial boards established under the Burial Act, 1853 (IG & 17 Vict. 
c. 134), and borough councils constituted burial boards by Order in Council only, 
and, though its operatioTi may bo extended to somo extent by the later Burial 
Acts, it cannot be regarded as of general application with regard to borrowing 
to pay off loans raised under the powers of the Burial Acts. S. 80 of the 
Commissioners Cliiuscs Act, 1847, on the other hand, would appear to apply 
generally to loans raised under these powers. These reborrowing powers would 
not enable the burial board to pay off the mortgagee compulsorily before the 
time at which they were otherwise entitled to pay him off. See IVest Derby 
Union V. Mdro^toliPm Life Assurance Society, [1897] A. C. 647. 

(r) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict, c. 87), s. 6. The section is expressed to 
apply only to the burial boards and councils to which the previous section 
applies. See note (9), supra. 

(s) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 85), s. 20. See note (p), p. 476, ante. 

(e) 10 & 11 Vict. 0. 16, 88. 75—88. 

(lO Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 81), s. 19. 

(a) Ibid., 8. 20 ; and see Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 16), 
B. 84. 

(5) The group of sections of the Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 
Vict. c. 16), headed “ With respect to the Mortga^s to be executed by the 
Commissioners,’* contains, in addition to the provisions referred to in the text, 
provisions with regard to the enforcement of the security by the appointment of 
a receiver {ibid., ss. 86, 87) ; but these provisions appear to be inapplicable in 
the case of a burial bo^nli 

(c) Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (10 tSt U Vict, c. 16), s, 75 and 
8 cb^. B, 
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mortgagees are entitled to proportions of the rates charged' accord- 
ing to the sums advanced by them without priority one above 
another by reason of priority as regards the date of the advance 
or mortgage A register of mortgages is to be kept and to be 
open to inspection (e). The. mortgages are transferable by deed, 
duly stamped and stating the consideration, which may be in a 
form scheduled to the Act of 1847 or a form to tho like effect ; 
and such transfers are to be registered (/). The interest, in the 
absence of other provision in the mortgage, is payable half- 
yearly (fj). Moijey may be borrowed at a lower rate of interest in 
order to pay off mortgages bearing a higher rate of interest (h). A 
period for the repayment of the principal may be fixed, and if fixed 
is to be named in the mortgage ; and in that case, upon the expira- 
tion of such period, the principal is to be repaid on demand at the 
place named in the mortgage, or, if no place is so named, at the office 
of the board (i). If no period for repayment is fixed, the principal 
is repayable, at the instance either of the board or tlie mortgagee, 
afttir the expiry of twelve months from the date of the mortgage, 
upon certain notice (/c). Interest ceases to run as from the expira- 
tion of due notice on the part of the board to pay off the principal, 
unless the board fail to pay off such principal, with interest already 
due, accordingly (Z). A sinking fund is to be established for the 
purpose of paying off the mortgages, and is to be applied for that 
purpose (m). Where the board are enabled to pay off one or more 
of the mortgages then payable, but not the whole of the mortgages 
of the same class, the order in which tlie mortgages are to he paid 
off is determinable by lot (w). The accounts of the board are to 
be open to inspection by the mortgagees (o). 

(2) They may borrow by means of terr inable annuities for a 
life or lives, or for any number of years not exceeding tliirty (p). 


(J) Comuiissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viot. c. 16), s. 75. 

(c) Ibid.^s, 76. 

(/) Ihid.y ss. 77, 78, and Suhed. 0. 

(^f) Ihid.j 8. 79. 

(A) Ihid., 6. 80; and see p. 477, anU, 

(t) 7Wri., 8. 81. 

(h) Ibid,, 3. 82. 

(0 Ibid,, 8. 88. 

(m) 8. 84 ; and see p. 477, arite. 

(n) Ibid., 8. 85. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 88. ^ 

(p) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), b. 21. Whether the provisions 
of the CommisBiouers Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 16), above mentioned, 
apply, BO far as they are capable of applying where money is borrowed in this 
way, is not clear. S. 19 of the Act of IS61 incorporates the clauses of the Act 
of 1847, and enacts that these clauses shall apply to “moiigages and other 
securities to be created by burial boai^s, and that the expression “ the Com- 
missioners ” in those clauses shall for this purpose mean the burial board “ acting 
in the execution of the said clauses and the Acts hereinbefore recited the 
earlier Burial Acts] or this A.ct ” ; s. 20 contains provisions as to a sinking fund 
in the case of money borrowed on “ mortgages granted under any of the said Acts 
or this Act’*; ands. 21 provides that “any burial board . • . may, for the pur- 
pose of raising money, instead of making mortgages under any of the said Acts, 
grant tennin^le annuities for a life or lives, or for any number of years not 
exceeding thirty years, to be paid out of the like moneys ab provided with regard 
to the moneys secured by si^oh mortgages,” There is no further provision with 
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(8) They may borrow in accordance with the Local Loans Act, 

1875 (q), by means of debentures or annuity certificates. Elective 

(4) The Public Works Loan Commissioners are authorised to 
advance* money to burial boards and other burial authorities in 
accordance with the provisions of the Public Works Loans Acts (r). 

996. The money raised for defraying the expenses of the burial Application 
board and the income derived from the burial ground, except fees of income, 
for the application of which other provision is made, are to be 
applied by the burial board in or towards defraying their expenses 
under the Burial Acts. And whenever, after rcfpayment of all 
moneys borrowed for the purposes of the Burial Acts and the interest . 
thereof, and after satisfying all the liabilities of the board with 
reference to the execution of those Acts, and providing such balance 
as is deemed by the board sufficient to meet their probable liabilities 
during the ensuing year, there is at the time of holding the vestry 
or meeting at which the yearly report of the auditors is produced 
any surplus money at the disposal of the board, the surplus is 
in the case of a burial board established and acting for a poor 
law parish to be paid by the board to the overseers in aid of the 
poor rate, and in other cases is, no doubt, to be paid to the 
overseers or others raising the rates out of which the expenses 
of the board are payable in aid of such rates (s). 

Such a surplus is assessable to income tax under Sched. D (0. income tax. 

Sub-Sect. 10, — Fees of Ministers of Religion ^ Sextons dc. 

996. Every burial authority are required to submit to the MiniBter’a 
Secretary of State a table of fees to be received by them in respect of tor 
services rendered by any minister of religion or sexton, and the rendwed. 


regard to such nrinuities. For form of tenniiiaWe annuity, see Encyclopaedia 
of i\)rms, Vol. III., p. 119. 

{g) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 83. See ss. 4, 31. As to borrowing under this Act, see 
title Local Goveiinment. 

(r) The then Public Loan Coniniissioners were authorised to lend to 

burial boards by 8. 21 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), and the section, 
which remains unrepealed, authorises loans by the present Public AVorks Loan 
Commissioners (Public AVorks Loan Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, c, 89), s. 55). Burial 
grounds provided by burial boards are also mentioned among the purposes for 
which the Commissioners may lend {ibid., Sched. I.). They have also, it may 
be added, power under the Puolic AVorks Loans Act, 1896 (59 & 60 Viet. c. 42), 
to lend for any purpose for which the council of a county, borough, district, or 
parish are authorised to borrow. Such loans must be repaid by instalments (in 
the form of an annuity or otherwise) within a period not exceeding thirty years 
(Public AVorks Loans Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 89), s. 11, as amended by the 
Public AVorks Loans Act, 1898 (61 & 62 Viet, c. 54), s. 5). As to loans from the 
Commissioners generally, see title Local Government. 

(a) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), b.^ 2. The section of course con- 
templates the case of a burial board for a poor law parish only, but must, it 
seems, be road as applicable in other cases with the modification suggested in 
the text. In Scadaing v. St. Pancft'as Burial Boards [1889] W. JJ". 46, 120, 0. A., 
a sum paid by a raRway company to a burial board under an agi'eement for the 
reinterment in their burial ground of remains removed by the company from 
another burial ground^ which they had acquired under statutory powers was 
held to be payable in aid^of the* poor rate as sm^plus income, 

(<) Paddington Burial Board v. Commission's of Inland Revenue (1884), 13 
Q. B. 1). 9. See title Income Tax, 
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Secretary of State may approve the table with or without modifica- 
tions. The fees are to be of the same amount in respect of burial 
service in the consecrated and unconsecrated parts of the 
buiial ground. And if the burial authority fail to submit such 
a table on being requested to do so by the Secretary .|>f State, he 
may make a table of fees (a).* 

The fees fixed by the table are payable to, and are to be collected , 
by, the burial authority, together with the other fees payable to 
them, and are to be paid by the burial authority to the piinister 
or sexton in such manner as may be agreed on, or as, in default of 
agreement, may be directed by the Secretary of State (^;). An 
* incumbent, although he may be exclusively entitled to perform the 
burial service in the consecrated part of a burial ground, is not, 
however, entitled to be paid the fees fixed by such table in respect 
of any interments at which he does not personally or by authorised 
deputy officiate, and cannot recover from the burial authority any 
such fees collected by them in reKi)ect of interments at which a 
burial service was in fact performed by other persons without his 
knowledge or authority (c). 

997. With the temporary exceptions mentioned in the next 
paragraph, no fee is payable to any incumbent of a parish in 
respect of any right of exclusive burial, or the erection of a monu- 
ment, or any other matter whatsoever, in any burial ground main- 
tained by a burial authority, except for services rendered by him. 
Nor is any such fee payable to the churchwardens of any parish 
or to trustees or other persons for any parochial purpose, or for the 
discharge of any debt or liability (d), 

998. If, however, at the passing of the Burial Act, 1900 
(July 10, 1900), fees other than for services rendered were payable 
in respect of any matter arising in any burial ground attached to 
or used for the purposes of a parish, and laid out and used before 
that date, then (subject to the provisions for commutation mentioned 
in the next paragraph) the like fees are payable during the incum- 
bency of the person who at that date was incumbent of the parish, or 
during a period of fifteen years from that date, whichever is longer, or 
if the fees were not paid to the incumbent or to any person claiming 
through or under him, then during the said period of fifteen years, 
and such fees are to be applied to the like purposes as before the 
above-mentioned date, and are to be collected by the burial authority 
and paid by them in like manner as the fees payable for services 
rendered (e). 


(a) Biirial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 3(1), (2). Having regard to 
8. 32 of the Interpretation Ach, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. c. 63), it seems that the 
powers of the bunal authority and the Secretary of State could bo exercisqd 
from time to time, so that the table would be capable of alteration. 

(h) Burial Act, 1900 (68 & 64 Viet, c. 15), s. 3 (3). 

(c) Williams v, Briton Ferry Burial Bodrdy [1905] 2 K. B, 565. As to the 
rights of incumbents and sextons in regard to burials in the consecrated part of 
a burial ground provided by a burial authority, see pp. 469 et «co,, ante, 

(d) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 16), s. 3 (4). » 

(c) Ihid,^ s. 3 (4) 0.). In Yow^ v. Kingston-on-Thames^etc. Joint Burials Com-- 
[1907] 1 K. B. 416, 0. A., it was held that the enactment did not give the 
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Fees other than for aeitvices rendered which are payable to the Sbsot. 2 . 
incumbent where the above exception applies are — Ele^e^ 

(1) The fees which were payable before the Act of 1900 to an ■ * 

incumbent o^ the sale by a burial board, or authority with the 

powers of a burial board, of an exclusive right of burial, or a right jx. 
of constructing a vault or of placing a monument etc. in the ^ 

burial ground (/). 

(2) Fees which before the Act of 1900 were payable to the What fees are 
incumbent upon burial in the consecrated part of the burial ground 

without the burial service of the Church of England under the 
Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (g). 

Fees other than for services rendered are .payable to church- 
wardens, trustees etc., in some cases where similar fees were formerly 
payable by custom or under a local Act (h)> 

incumbent any right to fees other than for eervices rendoreJ with regard to a 
piece of land added to their existing burial ground by a burial authority, but 
of which no part was coiiHecrated, and in which no intorniont took place, till 
after the Act, though before that Act tlie wall sepai'ating the land from the 
existing burial ground had been removed, the sanction of the Homo Secretary 
for its division into consecrated and unconsecratod portions had boon obtained, 
and a petition for consecration had been sent fo the bishop ; and in Anderson 
V. Wandsworth Borough Council, [1908] 2 Ch. 81, it avus held, on the ground 
that the enactment is intended only to preserve existing rights, that where, 
after the Act, the parish of T. G. and certain neighbouring parishes were 
amalgamated and formed into a single area for the purposes of the liurial Acts, 

80 tliat the parishioners of T. G. became entitled to burial in burial grounds 
which had been ])rovid(‘d for the neighbouring parishes before the Act, the 
rector of T. G. did not become entitled t.o fees other than for services rendered 
iu respect of the burial of parishioiiors of T. G. in thfise burial grounds. 

(^) S. 83 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 85), after the pro- 
visions referred to p. 4 73, ante, enabling burial hoards to soli exclusive rights 
of burial etc., continued; “But there shall be payable to the incumbent or 
minister of the parish out of the fees or payments to he paid in respect of any 
rights acquired under this enactment in the consecrated part of such burial 
ground (in lieu of the foes or sums which he would have been entitled to on 
the grant of the like rights in the burial ground of his parish) such fees or 
sums as shall be settled and fixed by the vestry with the approval of the bishop 
of the diocese, or if no such fees or sums shall have been so settled then such 
fees as he would by law or custom have been entitled to on the grant of the 
like rightjp in the burial ground of his parish.” These words are repealed 
by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. 15), s. 12; but while the repeal 
put an end to the power of tho vestry to settle such fees, the right to 
fees conferred by the repealed words continues temporarily in the cases falling 
within s. 3 (4) (i.) of that Act. There is the usual difficulty about tho application 
of the words iu question where the area of the burial authority is not an 
ecclesiastical parish. As to rights to fees of the kind in churchyards and 
other like burial grounds, see p. 430, ante ; and as to the incumbent entitled 
to the fees and the settlement of disputes where two or more persons severally 
\ to he incumbents so entitled, see the definition of “ incumbent ** in s. 62 
of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 86), refm-ed to p. 449, ante. 

(y) 43 & 44 Vict. 0 . 41, s. 5. See pp. 424 et seg., ante. It seems, though the con- 
trary has been suggested, that these fees fall within the description of fees 
“other thfiTi for services rendered,” for it is difficult to see what services are 
rendered where, as may be the case, the funeral takes place without any service 
at all. The question was raised, but not decided, in WUliaTM v. Briton Ferry 
Burial Board, [1905] I K. B. 565. 

See the Burial .^t,*1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 85), ss* 36, 50. The first oi 
these sections, which is repealed in general terms by the Burial Act, 1»C»0 
(63 & 64 Vict. 0 . 15), s. 12, provi4ed that where fees payable on intennentju. 

« H,L,— m, B 
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999. The EcclesiaBtioal CommissionerB may, it the request and 
subject to the approval of the incumbent or other person interested, 
agree with any burial authority for a payment, periodical or other- 
Avise, in commutation of the above-mentioned fees other than for 
services rendered, and an agreement so approved will 6b binding on 
the persons for the lime being interested, and the burial authority 
may make accordingly any payment so agreed upon. Where the feefl 
are paid to an incumbent, or person claiming through or under him, 
the Commissioners are to apply the commutation money in the firsi 
instance to such compensation of the existing incumbent as thej 
may deem equitable, regard being had to all the circumstances of 
the case, and the residue, if any, for the augmentation of the 
benefice (i). 

1000^ No fee other than fees payable to a sexton for services 
rendered by him (k) is payable to any clerk or other ecclesiastical 
officer in respect of interments in a burial ground maintained by a 
burial authority (Z). 

1001. Before the Burial Act, 1900, the vestry or meeting in 
the nature of a vestry had power, with the consent of the bishop, 
to substitute a fixed annual sum for the fees payable under the 
Burial Acts to the incumbent, clerk, and sexton, and other persons 
and bodies respectively ; and in such case tlje fees which would other- 
wise have been payable to the incumbent, clerk etc., became i>ayable 
to the burial board, and the burial board were required to make 
the fixed payments to the person or persons entitled (m). 

The Burial Act, 1900, repealed the enactment by which the 
foregoing provisions were made, but contains a sub-section applying 

or for any iiioiiuiiipnt, gvavestoiio etc., in tlio burial gi’ound of any parish 
for which a burial ground was provided under the Act of 1852, were by law or 
custom payable to the churchwardens, or to trustees or others, for the payment 
of an annuity or Bti])end to tlie incumbent or minister, or any other parochial 
piupose, or the discliaige of any debt or liability, like fees should be payable 
in the ])uri{il giound provided under tlie Act, and be collected and paid over by 
the bniial boaid. In Ji. v. St Marylehone Vestry, [1895] 1 Q. 13. 771, C.A., burial 
fees applicable under a local Act to the repair of a pansh church were held to 
come within 8. 86 of the Act of 1852. S. 60 of the Act of 1852, which is 
reponl(?d by tlie Act of 1900 as regards burial grounds under burial authorities, 
])rovided that “ whei*e under any local Act fees on interments in any burial 
ground of any parish are payable to the churchwardens of such parish, or to any 
trustees or other persons, for the purpose of enabling them to pay an annuity 
or stipend to the incumbent or minister, the fees which under this Act, or any 
Act relating to any cemetery company, would on the interment in the cemetery 
of any company of any body brought from such parish be payable to such 
incumbent or ininietor, shall be payable to the said churchwardens, trustees, or 
])ersons, and any 8iii ))]us of such fees which may remain in their bauds after 
]>ayment of such annuity or. stipend shall bo paid to such incumbent or 
minister.’* The section is hopelessly ungrammatical, and its meaning far from 
cleai*. 

(0 ]3uriul Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. loj, s. 3 (4) (ii.). 

(A:) As to IIhj sexton’s fees for services rendered, see pp. 479^^80, 

(Z) \ Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viot. o. 16), s. 3(6), which provides ali^o for 
the payment of compensatiou to clerks and ecclesiastical, officers buffeting 
peciiniary Ipss ip consequence of its provisions. 

(4rt) Burial (15 & 16 Viet c. 85), s. 37, now repaaled by the Burial 

Act, 1900 (to & W Viot. c. 15), s. W, . 
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the pronsionB of the Act with regard to fees to the fixed payments >• 

in question (n). By virtue of this sub-section any clerk to whom Electivg 
such fixed payment had theretofore been made ceased as from the - Bldal’ 
commencement of the Act of 1900, on January 1, 1901, to be Boards in 
entitled to the payment, but became -entitled to compensation for 
his consequent loss (o) ; and any sexton to whom such a fixed Pi stric ta. 
payment had been made also ceased as from the same date to be 
entitled to further payment, and was thenceforth entitled to fees for 
services rendered by him only ( p). The sub-section seems to preserve 
for a time the obligation of the burial board or other burial authority 
with the powers of a burial board to make the fixed payment in the 
case of an incumbent or of churchwardens or trustees, but its effect 
in this respect is very doubtful. 

1002. A burial authority may borrow for the purposes of the Borrowing, 
provisions above referred to as to the commutation of fees other 

than for services rendered, and the payment of compensation to 
clerks and other ecclesiastical oflftcers, in like manner as for the 
provision of a burial ground {q). 

Sub-Seot. 11 . — Conveyance of Body to Plaice of Buriah 

1003. A burial board may make such arrangements as they Arrangement 
think fit for facilitating the conveyance of dead bodies from the 

parish or place of death to the burial ground provided by the 
board, or to any other place of burial, subject to the provisions of 
the Burial Acts and the regulations made thereunder (?•); and certain 
cemetery companies, at any rate, are expressly authorised to under- 
take and carry into effect such arrangements subject to such 
provisions and regulations (s). 

1004. There is a provision exempting persons attending the Turnpike 
funeral of any person buried in a burial ground provided under 


(/i) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 3(7), providing that “ the pro- 
viBions of this section, except those as to collection, shall apply to any fixed 
annual sum substituted for fees iu pursuance of s. 37 of the Burial Act, 1852, 
in like manner as they apply to fees.*’ The effect of sub-ss, (1^ — (o) of the section 
has been already stated at pp. 480 et eeq,, ante. The remaining sub-section, (6), 
merely gives borrowing powers for the purposes of the section. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 3(5), as applied by ibid,, s. 3 (7) ; see note {n), eupra. 

(p) Ibid. 

(q^ Ibid,, 8. 3 (6), which gives borrowing powers for the purposes of the 
section in general terms. The purposes mentioned in the text appear to be 
the only purposes of the section for which it can be intended that money should 
be borrowed. 

(r) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 41. As to the power of making 
regulations under the Burial Acts (which is now vested in the Local Govern- 
ment Board), see p. 5 ST,j) 08 t, No general regulations with regard to the con- 
veyance of bodies to burial grounds nave been issued, but the matter was dealt 
with in a Home Office circular dated November, 1872 (Brooke Little, Law of 
Burial, 3rd ed., p. 708, Appendix A, No. 3). 

(«) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 41, which gives the power to “ any 
of the aforesaid cemetery companies.” The expression might, having regard to 
the reference to cemetery companies generally in s. 26, be taken as meaning 
any cemetery company, tnough this renders the word " aforesaid ” superfluous; 
or, having regard to s. 7. it might be taken to mean the cemetery companies 
mentioned in Sched. B*to the Act of 1852, though only cemeteries,” and not 
<< cemetery companies,” are mentioned in s. 7. 

K 2 
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statute for the parish fttc. where he died from the payment of 
turnpike tolls (0- There are, however, it is believed, no longer 
any roads subject to turnpike tolls, and the provision appears, 
therefore, to be obsolete. 

Sect. 8, — Urban Authorities with Powers of Burial Boards^ 
Sub-Sect. l,-~^Introductory. 

1005. Urban authorities, that is to say, borough councils and 
non-municipal urban district councils, may be invested with the 
functions, mord or less modified, of a burial board in the following 
different ways : — 

(1) By Order in C6uncil investing the authority with the functions 
of a burial board. There are two distinct sets of provisions in this 
behalf, the one applicable to borough councils, the other to non- 
municipal urban district councils ; 

(2) By a resolution of the vestry of a parish in the district under 
B. 40 of the Local Government Act, 1858 {u), as re-enacted in the 
I’lildic Health Act, 1875 (?*) ; 

(8) By the transfer of tlio functions of a burial hoard to the urban 
authority under s. 44 of the Sanitary Act, 18GG (?r), as re-enacted 
in the Public Health Act, 1875 (x) ; 

(4) By the transfer of the functions of a burial board to the urban 
authority under s. 62 of the Local Government Act, 1894 (?/) ; 

(5) By provision in a local Act or in a statutory order dealing 
with local boundaries. 

These various methods of investing an urban authority with the 
functions of a burial board, and the consequences that ensue where 
tljey are adopted, whicli differ in important respects according 
to the method adopted, will be discussed in order. 

Sub-Sect. 2. — Order in Council inventing Borough Council with Pofrm of 

Burial Board, 

1008. If it appears to His Majesty in Council, upon the petition 
of a borough council stating that an Order in Council has been 
made for closing all or any of the burial grounds of one or more 
parishes wholly or partly witliin the borough, that there is difficulty 
or inconvenience in providing under the powers of the Burial Act, 
1853 (u), requisite places of burial for the inliabitants of such parish 
or parishes, His Majesty may, by Order in Council, order that 
powers shall be vested in the borough council for providing such 
places of burial (5). 

Notice of the petition and of the time when it will be taken into 
consideration by the Privy Council must be published in the London 

( l ) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. o. 81), s. 14. See further, title Highways, 
Streets and Bridges. 

(w) 21 & 22 Viet. c. 98, s. 49. 

fv) 118 & 39 Viet. c. 55, s. 343 and Sched. V. 

(w) 29 & 30 Viet. c. 90. 8. 44. 

(») 38 & 39 Viet. c. 55, s. 343 and Sched. V. 

ly) 56 & 57 Viet. c. 73, s. 62. 

(a) 16 & 17 Viet. c. 134. 

(5) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. o. 87), s. 1. ‘For foim of petition, see 
Encyolopeedia of Forms, Vol, III. 306, 



Part VI. — Provtston of BimiATi Grounds undfr Bttrtal Acts* 


486 


Gazette, and in one of Lhe newspapers nsnally circulating in the 
borough, one month at least before the petition is so considered {c). 

1007 . The effect of the Order is that, if the borough council decide 
upon providing one or more burial grounds, they become a burial 
board (d) for that purpose, and the provisions of the Burial Acts 
apply accordingly, subject to some exceptions and modifications, to 
the borough and the borough council, and to any burial ground and 
any places for the reception of the bodies of the dead previously to 
interment which may be provided by the council under the 
Burial Acts, in like manner as they apply to any -parish and the 
burial board thereof, and to any burial ground and places for the 
reception of bodies previously to interment provided by such burial 
board (/). 

Tlie express exceptions as regards the application of the Burial 
Acts are that the provisions of those Acts as to the constitution, 
incorporation, meetings, entries of proceedings, and accounts of 
burial boards are not to apply, and that no approval, sanction, or 
authorisation of the vestry of any parish is to be requisite (< 7 ). 
Some further modifications (particularly as regards finance) are 
impliedly made by the provisions noticed below. 

The borough council act in the exercise of their functions as a 
burial authority in like manner as in the exercise of their functions 
under the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (li), 

1008 . The burial ground or grounds provided for the borough are 
to be deemed to be provided for such parish or parishes wholly or 
partly within the borough as the borough council may determine (i); 
but if, before the Order in Council is made, it appears to His 
Majesty in Council, upon the petition of the borough council or 
otherwise, that any parish* wholly or partly within the borough 
is provided with a sufficient burial ground, the Order in Council 
may direct that no part of such parish shall be assessed towards 
defraying the expenses of the execution of the Burial Acts in the 
borough, and in such case no burial ground provided for the 
borough is to be deemed to be provided for such parish (/c). 

1009 . Where the Order in Council provides that a parish wholly 
or partly in the borough is not to be assessed towards the expenses 


(c) Burial Act, 18o*l (17 & 18 Yict, c. 87), 8. 1. 

{d) It is to be observed that the form of expression employed is not that the 
borough coTincil shall have the powers etc. of a burial board, but that they 
“shall be a burial board.” This unfortunate turn of expression, however, 
probably means little or nothing more than that they shall have the fimctions 
of a burial board. 

(e) As to tbe provision of mortuaries under tljo Burial Acts, see pp. 564, 665, 
post. 

(/) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 87), s. 2. 

( 5 ) 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 6; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882 (43 & 46 Viet. c. 50), s. 242 
and Sched, IX., whereby a reference to that Act is substituted for a reforonce 
to the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 (6 & 6 Will. 4, c, 76), mentioned in s, 6 
of the Burial Act, 1854. See generally, title Local Government. 

(t) Burial Act, 1864 fl7*& 18 Viet. 0 . 87), s. 7, 

(^) Ibid,t B. 9. 


Sect. 3. 
Urban 
Authorities 
with Powers 
of Burial 
Boards. 

Effect of 
Order. 


Exceptions 
from appli- 
cation of 
burial Acts. 


Parishes for 
wnich burial 
ground pro- 
vided. 


Expenses of 

boio«gh 

council. 



m 

Sbct^ 8. 
Urban 
Aotborities 
with Power 
of Burial 
Boards. 

Loans. 


Application 
of surplus 
moneys. 


Acquisition 
aud sale of 
laud. 


Bueial and Cremation. 

of tho execution of the Acts in the borougli, the expenses of the 
council in the matter are to be met by the levy of a separate rate, 
similar in all respects to a borough rate, in the residue of the 
borough. In other cases the council may either defray the expenses 
out of the borough fund and borough rate, or may levy a separate 
rate, similar in all respects to a borough rate, for the purpose {1). 

1010. Loans raised by the borough council for the purposes of 
the Burial Acts are to bo charged on the moneys out of which their 
expenses in the execution of the Acts are to be paid, and the 
provisions of the Burial Acts as to loans of burial boards are to be 
construed accordingly {m). The council have thus exactly the same 
borrowing powers as an elective burial board, except that, no sanction 
from any vestry or like meeting being required (n), the only sanction 
necessary is that of the Local Government Board. The purposes 
for which the council may borrow are also the same’ as those for 
which an elective burial board may borrow (o). 

1011. Any surplus of borrowed money or of income from any 
burial ground provided by the council which, if the same were pro- 
vided by a burial board for a parish, would bo applicable in aid of 
the poor rate {p) is to be applied in aid of the borough fund or 
rates, or if a separate rate has been levied in parts only of the 
borough by reason of the exemption of any parish or parishes by 
the Order in Council as above mentioned, such surplus must be 
applied rateiibly towards payment or satisfaction of so much of any 
borough rate or burial rate as is leviable in such parts of the 
borough (q). 

1012. The corporation of the borough are empowered to hold 
land for the purposes of the Burial Acts ; and where land is pur- 
chased for those purposes, the conveyance is to be taken in the 
name of the corporation. The provisions of the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act, 1882, as to the sale of corporate land, apply to the sale of 
such land (r). 


(/) Bavial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 87), as. 3, 9; Bui’ial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 
Viet. c. 81), 8. 22. The provisions of those sections as to tlie expenses of the 
council are expressed in very lengthy language, hut seem to mean no more 
than is stated in the text. The provisions of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882 (45 & 46 Viet, c, 60), as to the borough rate are substituted by s. 242 
and Sched. IX. of that Act for those of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 
(5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 76), referred to in the Burial Acts. 

(w) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. c. 87), s. 3. 

(n) See p. 485, ajite. 

(o) See pp. 476, 477, ante, Ss. 4 and 5 of the Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict. 
c. 87). afl to borrowing at a lower rate of interest to pay off existing loans, and 
bemowing to pay off mortgages falling due, extend in terms to a borough 
council constituted a burial board by Order in Council. 

(j?) See p. 479, ante, 

(q) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict, c. 87), s. 3, as amended by Burial Act, 
1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 81), s. 22. 

(r) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Vict, c. 87), a. 6. The provisions of the 
Municipal Colorations Act, 1882 (46 & 46 Vict. c. 50), are substituted by 8. 242 
and Sched. DC of that Act for those of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1835 

1 5 . & 6 Will. 4, 0 . 76), referred to in the Act of 1854. Tt is expressly provided 
►y B. 6 of the Act of 1864 in reference to s. 28 of the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 
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1013. "The borough council may appropriate for the purposes of 
the Burial Acts any land belonging to the corporation of the 
borough, or vested in feoffees, trustees, or others for the general 
benefit oi the borough, or for any sj^ecific charity, but if the land 
is subject to a charitable use, it can be taken on such conditions 
only as the Chancery Division of the High Court, in the exercise of 
its jurisdiction over charital)le trusts, may direct (s), 

Sub-Seot. 3. — Order in Coumil investing Non-municipal Urban District 
Council ivith Powers of Burial Board. 

1014. If it apj^ears to His Majesty in Council, upon the petition of 
a non-municipal urban district council stating that their district is 
co-extensive with a district for which it is proposed to provide a 
burial ground, that no burial board has been appointed for such 
district, and that an Order in Council has been made for closing 
all or any of the burial grounds within the district, His Majesty 
may, by Order in Council, order that the district council shall be 
a burial board for their district, and thereupon the council become 
a burial board for their district accordingly, and the powers 
and provisions of the Burial Acts, with some exceptions, extend 
to the district and to the council thereof, and to any burial 
ground and places for the reception of the bodies of the dead 
previous to interment (a) which may be provided by the council, in 
like manner as to any parish or parishes and the burial board 
thereof and any burial ground and places for the reception of the 
bodies of the dead ponding intorinent provided by such board (/;). 

Notice of the petition and of the time when it will be taken into 
consideration by the Privy Council must be publislied in the 
London Gazette and a lociil newspaper one month at least before 
the petition is so considered («). 

The express exceptions with regard to the application of the 
Burial Acts are that the provisions as to the constitution or 


U) Viet. c. Sfj), that Uio sigiiature of uiombora of tJie council to the conveyiince 
of the land Bold sliall not be necessary, and tliat the receipt of the borough 
treasurer for the purchase-money ehall be a sufficient dischargo. 

(s) Burial Act, 1854 (17 & 18 Viet. c. 87), s. 11 ; and see p. 462, ante. As to 
the appropriation of land for the purpose, see further p. 492, post, 

(a) Ab to the provision of mortuaries under the Burial Acts, see pp. 561, 565, 
2wsf, 

(b) Burial Act, 1857 (20 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 4. The section refers in terms only 

to districts of im])rovement commissioners and of local boards of health estab- 
lished under the repealed Public Health Act, 1848 (11 & 12 Viet. c. 63). It 
thus, besides applying to non -municipal urban districts constituted as Iminove- 
ment Act districts, certainly extends to al! non-municipal urban districts 
constituted as local government districts under the Public Ilenlth Act, 1875 
(38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), or the earlier Acts repealed by s. 343 and Sched. V. of that 
Act. See s. G of the repealed Local Government A^t, 1 858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 98), and 
8. 313 of the Public Health Act, 1875. And it is probable that the section would 
be construed as extending to urban districts constituted under the Local Govern- 
ment Acts, 1888 and 1894 (61 & 52 Viet. c. 4l ; 66 & 57 Viet. c. 73). See B, v. 
Ba/rme Overseers (wrongly reported as R, v. Barnes and others), Ex^rie Rafdiffe 
(1896), 13 T. L. K. 25 ; and compai'e the provisions of the Tra,mways Act, 1870 
(33 & 34 Viet. c. 78, s. 3, and Sohed. A), defining “local authority,” which are 
always treated as including non-municiiial urban distript councils constituted 
under the Acis of 1888 an<f 1894. 

(c) Burial Act, 1857 (20 <& 21 Viet. c. 81), 8. 4t , 
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fippointtoent and resignation of members of burial boards are not to 
apply, and that no approval, sanction, or authorisation of any vestry 
is to be requisite (d). Some further modifications (particularly as 
regards financial matters) are made by the provisions mentioned 
below. 

1015. Money required by the council for defraying the expense of 
executing the Burial Acts, or for paying any moneys borrowed or 
annuities granted under the authority of those Acts, or any interest 
tliereon, or for providing a sinking fund for the repayment thereof, 
may, if the council so think fit (except in the case of a council 
originally constituted as improvement commissioners), be paid out 
of the general district rates leviable in the district for which they 
are constituted a burial board (e); and the council may levy as part 
of the general district rate, or by a separate rate under the name 
and designation of a burial rate to be assessed and recovered in 
like manner as a general district rate within the district for which 
they act as a burial board, such sums of money as are from time 
to time necessary for such purposes (/). 

Precisely similar provisions apply in the case where the council 
were originally constituted as improvement commissioners, with 
the substitution of the improvement rate for the general district 
rate(/]f). But a provisional order under the Public Health Act, 
1875(//), substituting a general district rale for an improvement 
rate for the purposes of the expenses of such a council, might have 
the effect of casting the expenses of the council under the Burial 
Acts on the general district rate. 

1016. The council are to keep distinct accounts of their receipts 
and expenditure as a burial board, and such accounts are to be 
audited by the district auditor (t) ; and there are provisions for 
the application of surplus income in aid of the rate out of which 
the expenses of the council are payable (k). 

1017. Where the expenses of tlie council are payable out of an 
improvement rate or burial rate in the nature of an improvement 


(d) T3iirial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 4. 

(e) The council cannot, as has been seen, bo constituted a burial board by 
Order in Oouncil for any area other than their entire district. The provisions 
rofeiTed to in the text, however, deal also with cases where the council are 
constituted a burial board under s. 49 of the Local Gevernraent Act, 1858, 
repealed and re-euacled by Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 343 
and Sched. V. (see p. 489, under which a council may be constituted a 
burial board for part of the district only. 

(/) Burial Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 64), s. 1. The section appears to leave 
it open to the council, at their option, to defray their expenses, like an elective 
burial board, out of the poor rate. 

(ff) Ibid., 8. 2. 

(h) 38 & 39 Viet. c. 55, s. 208. 

(t) Burial Act, 1860 (23 & 24 Viet. c. 64), s. 3. The provisions of this section 
as to audit apply only where the council defray their expenses in accordance 
with the provisions of that Act. But, having regard to s. 68 of the Local 
Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), the accounts of the council in 
I'olatiun to the execution of the Burial Acts would^^in any case be subject to 
audit in the usual way. » ' 

burial Aot 18^ (23 24 Viet* o* 64)i i« 
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rate, the’ council are expressly authorised to borrow on mortgafije 
of such rate, with the approval of the Local Government Board (/), 
for the purposes of the Burial Acts ; and the clauses of the Com- 
missioners Clauses Act, 1847 (m\ with respect to the mortgages to 
be executed by the Commissioners, are made applicable to such 
mortgages (n). 

Stjb-Seot. 4. — Urban Authority invested with I'owers of Bmial Board under 
8 . 49 of the Local Govemmerd Act^ 1858. 

1018. In the case of some non-municipal urbaji districts, the 
vestry of a parish (o) in the district, if they resolve to appoint a 
burial board, have under a modified version of s. 49 of the Local 
Government Act, 1858, contained in ScheJ. V. of the Public 
Health Act, 1876, the option, instead of electing a burial board in 
the usual way, of requiring the district council, or in some 
instances the members of the council representing a particular 
ward of the district, to act as a burial board for the parish (20- 
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(/) Substituted for the Treasury by the Local Authorities (Treasury Powers) 
Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 33), s, 1. 

(m) 10 & 11 Viet. c. 16, ss. 75 — 88. See pp. 477, 478, ante. 

(n) Burial Act, 1862 (25 & 26 Viet. c. 100). The preamble to the Act states 
that it was passed to remove doubts. It must therefore not be taken as showing 
that other councils have not power to boiTow on the security of the rates 
applicable to their expenses under the Burial Acts by virtue of the enactments 
enabling elective burial boards to borrow. 

(o) As to the meaning of “ parish ” for this purpose, see the next note. 

Ip) S. 49 of the Local Government Act, 1858 (21 & 22 Viet. c. 98), as it 
originally stood, was, shortly, to the following effect: In any “ district^’ — i.e.^ 
the distnet of any local board — if the vestry of any one or more parish or place 
comprised therein having a known or defined boundary adopted the Burial Act, 
1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), the “ local board ’* — an expression that would include 
a municipal corporation or improvement commissioners acting as local board under 
the Act — might, at the option of the vestry, be the burial board for such parish 
or parishes etc. ; and the expenses were to be defrayed out of rates in the nature 
of general district rates levied in the particular area. But the enactment was 
subject to a proviso to the effect that if the area in question were a ward or 
wards for the election of members of the local board, then the members for sucli 
ward or wards should constitute the burial board. By the Burial Act, 1860 
(23 & 24 Viet. c. 64), the provisions already noticed as to the expenses of local 
boards constituted burial hoards, and matters incidental thereto, were made 
(see p. 488, ante), and, as appears by the preamble to that Act, these pro- 
visions applied to local boards constituted burial boards under s. 49 of the 
Act of 1858, as well as to local boards constituted burial boards by Order in 
Council. By the Public Health Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 343 and 
Sched. V., the Act of 1858 was repealed, but s. 49 of the Act of 1858 was 
“re-enacted*’ in the following much modified form: “When a vestry of 
any parish comprised in a local government district resolves to appoint a 
burial board, the local board may at the option of the vestry be the burial 
board for such parisb, and all expenses incurred by such burial board shall be 
defrayed out oi a rate to be levied in such parish iu the same manner as a 
genem district rate. Provided, that if such parish has been declared a ward 
tor the election of members of the local board, such members shall form the 
burial board for the parish, and shall be deemed to be a burial board elected 
under the Burial Acts for the time being in force.” 

As the section in its present form is confined to parishes comprised in local 
government districts, it can hardly be taken to extend to non-municipal urban 
districts constituted as Improvement Act districts; and there seems much 
doubt as to its applicability to non-municipal urban districts constituted sinoe 
th^ Local Government Act. 1894 (oG & 57 Viet, c, 73), or even under the Local 
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lOld. The expenses of a council acting as a burial board by virtue 
of s. 49 of the Local Government Act, 1858, may in all cases be 
paid out of a rate to be levied in the same manner as a general 
district rate in the area for which the council act as a burial board. 
The council may, in some cvises at least, have the option of paying 
the expenses out of the actual general district rate, provided that 
the incidence of the expenses is confined to the proper area ; but 
they have not the option which they would apparently have if con- 
stituted a burial board by Order in Council of defraying them out of 
tlie poor rate (q). 

1020 . A council, or the members of a council for a ward, acting 
as a burial board by virtue of s. 49 of the Local Government Act, 
1858, would appear to be subject to the control of the vestry in 
the same manner as an elective burial board (r). 

Suu-Seot. ^. — Urlan Authority invesUd with Powers of Burial Board under 
e. 44 of the Sanitary Act^ JSCC. 

1021 . The burial board of any district which is included in or 
conterminous with an urban district may by resolution of the 
vestry, and by agreement of the burial board and urban authority, 
transfer to that authority all their estate, property, rights, powers, 
duties, and liabilities, and the council will thereafter have such 
powers etc. as if they had been duly appointed a burial board under 
the Burial Acts (s). 


Govoniiticiit Act, 1888 (51 & 62 Viet. c. 41}, betvvLeii tho coniuiouceuieat of fchiifc 
Act and tlio cominencoinent of the Act of 1894. The circumstancG that tho 
enactment did not extend to all kinds of non-municipal urban districts before 
the Acts of 1888 and 1894 dilf(3rentiato8 the case in this respect from that 
considered at p. 487, ante. The expression ** parish*’ in the enactment must 
apparently bo coiitined in meaning to poor law pariah. See the definition of 
tho e.xpression in s, 4 of tho Public Health Act, 1875. 

The pi‘oviaiou.s under which the members of the council representing a 
parLiculai’ ward may be appointed a burial board give rise to numerous questions 
of difficulty — e.ff.y as to the sources whence their expenses are to be defrayed, as 
to tho position that arises if the boundaries of the ward are altered, as to 
whether tho members constitute an independent corporation — which it seems 
useless to discuss in the absence of any authority as to the lines on which these 
provisions should bo interpreted. The functions of such a body of members 
could now apparently be transfeiTod to the council as a whole by a resolution of 
tho council under s. 62 of the Local Government Act, 1894, referred to at 

р. 491, j)08i. 

(q) See note (p), p. 489, ante, 

(r) An uiban authority may, however, he themselves inve.sted with such of the 
functions of the vestry under the Burial Acts as would in the case of a rural 
parish he exercisable by the parish council by an order of the iKical Govern- 
ment Board under s. 33 of the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. 

с. 73), though they cannot be invested with, such of the functions of the 
vestry as would in the case of a rural mrish attach to the parish meotiv>g’. As 
to the powers of the vestry that in the case of rural p^irishes attach to the 
parish council and parish meeting respectively, see pp. 494, 495, post. 

(fl) Sanitaiy Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Viot. c. 90), s. 44, as re-enacted in an amended 
form by the I^blic Health Aot, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 66), s. 343 and Sched. V. 
Whether the meaning of the section is that after the transfer the urban autho- 
rity are to have the functions they would have if coustijuted a burial board by 
in Ck>inuhl or those of an elective burial beam is unceiiain. As the 
liectum originally stood it refened to local boards ” (at that time a municipal 
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PaBT VI, — PllOVISION OP BOBIAL GkOONDS tJNDER BURIAL AOTS. 

8l7B-SE0t. 6 . — Urban Authority invested with Powers of Burial Board under 
B. 62 of the Local Oovertiment Act, 1894. 

1022 . Where there is a burial board for an area co-extensive 
with, or isompriaed in, an urban district, the urban authority may 
resolve that the powers, duties, property, debts, and liabilities of the 
burial board shall be transferred to theurl)an authority as from the 
date specified in the resolution, and upon that date the same 
become transferred accordingly, and the burial board cease to exist, 
and the urban authority become their successors (0- 

1023 . An urban authority invested with the functions of a burial 
board in this way, except so far as the difference in constitution of 
the two bodies prevents it, stand exactly in the position of the burial 
board to whose functions they have succeeded. Thus, their expenses 
are payable out of the same rates as those of the burial board, Lc., 
the poor rate or a like rate, and not out of the rates on which the 
expenses would fall if the urban authority were constituted a burial 
board by Order in Council (n). Again, the authority are subject 
to the control of the vestry or meeting in the nature of the vestry, 
like the burial board whom they have succeeded {w). 


S UB- Sect. 7 . — Miscella ;? pA^m. 

1024 . Urban authorities not infrequently have the functions of a 
burial board l)y virtue of provisions in local Acts, or in statutory 
orders dealing with local boundaries (a). 

1025 . There is a provision in the Burial Act, 1855, the effect of 
which seems to be that an urban authority formed as a local board 


corporation might be a local board), and provided that riftor the transfer the 
local board should have the like functions as if they had been constituted a 
burial board under s. 4 of the Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81). The 
dropping of tho latter ])rovi8iou in the re-enactraent of the section may have 
been due to the consideration that s. 4 of the Act of 1857 does not extend to 
boroughs and Improvement Act districts, and not to an intention to put the 
authority in the jx)sition of an elective burial board. Il the proper view is 
that the transfer puts the authority in the position of an urban authority con- 
etitutod a burial board by Order in Council, it is a far more satisfactory method 
of transferring the functions of an elective burial hoard to an urban authority 
than that noxt to bo mentioned, 

{t) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 62 (1). Tho section 
uses the expressions “urban district” and “council of an urban district,” 
which include not only non-county boroughs and their councils {ibid,, s. 21 (3)), 
but also county boroughs and county borough councils {Kirkdale Burial Board 
V. Liverpool Corporation, [1904] 1 Ch. 829). The doubt as to county boroughs 
arose from the provisions of s. 35 of the Act of 1894. 

(«) R. V. Gonnah^s Quay Overseers, [1901] 2 K. B. 174. 

(w) See note (r), p. 490, ante. • 

(a) Provisions of the kind are very commonly mode in provisional orders for 
the extension of borough boundaries. Such provisions usually place the borough 
council in the like position as if they had been constituted a burial board by 
Order in Council. Similar provisions are sometimes inserted in orders under 
the Local Government Acte constituting or altering non-municipal urban 
districts. As to such orders, see generally title LooAii Government. S. 19 of 
the Burial Act, 1855 (18 &JL9 Viot. c. 128), contains a saving for the powers etc. 
of “ any local board of health being the burial board of a borough created or 
to exist under or by virtue of any local Act of Parliament.” 
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of health, and as such constituted a burial board by a local Act, 
have, in addition to their powers as burial board under the local 
Act, the powers etc. of an elective burial board under the Burial 
Acts (b). 

1026. If 8. 95 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 
1907, is in force in the district of an urban authority acting as 
burial authority, they may with the consent of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and subject to the conditions of the section, appropriate 
lor the purjjoses of their powers as burial authority any lands 
acquired by them and not required for the purposes for which they 
were acquired, and appropriate to other purposes land acquired by 
them for the purposes of their powers as burial authority, but 
no longer required for those purposes (c). 

Sect. 4. — Burial Authorities under the Burial Acts in Rural Areas, 

1027. In a rural parish the parish meeting have exclusively the 
power of adopting any of tlio adoptive Acts (d). Accordingly, the 
))arish meeting of a rural parish have power to adopt the Burial 
Acts for the whole of the parish, subject, if the parish has been 
divided into parts for all or any ecclesiastical purposes, and anyone 
of such parts has a separate burial ground, to the consent of the 
Local Government Board W* 

Where there is power to adoi)t any of the adoptive Acts for part 
only of a^i’Liral parish, the Act may be adopted by a parish meeting 
held for that part(/). Accordingly, where any part of a rural 
parish is an area for which the establishment of an elective burial 
board is authorised by the Buiial Acts (^), those Acts may be 
adopted for that part of the i)arisli by a parish meeting for that 
part (h), subject to the consent of the Local Government Board 
where that consent is required by the Burial Acts (i). 

The provisions of the Local Government Act, 1894, as to the 
adoptive Acts appear to preclude the adoption of the Burial Acts for 


(b) Eurial Act, 18 o.) (18 & 19 Viet. c. 1*28), 8. 20: “Any local board of 
health acting ab or created a board [sic; this must, it would seem, mean 
“ burial board”] under or by vii’tue of the powers of any local Act of Parlia- 
ment shall and may have and exercise aU the powers, rights, and privileges 
which by this Act or by the secondly recited Act [the Burial Act, 1853] ai’e 
or can be had, enjoyed, or exercised by any burial board therein named.” 
It is doubtful whether or not this enactment applies only to a local boaid 
created a buiial board by local Act pievious to the passing of the Burial Act, 
1855. 

(f) Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 190*7 (7 Edw. 7, c. 53), s. 95. See 
generally, as to the provisions of this section, title Local Govbhnmext. 

(d) Local Government Act, J894 (56 & 57 Viet. o. 73), b. 7 (1). By that 
Bub-vsection the expression ‘‘the adoptive Acts” includes the Burial Acts and 
certain other Acts and groups of Acts. E or the coustitutiuii and powers of a 
parish meeting, see title Local Government. 

(e) See pp. ‘*52, 453, a7a€. 

(/) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 7 (4). 

(ff) See pp. 461, 452, 

(A) As to a parish meeting for part of a parish, ser I.^cal Government Act, 
1894 (56 & 57 Viet c. 73), s. 49; and title Local Government. 

(%) See pp. 452, 453, ujite. 
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an area’ comprising the whole or part of a rural parish and extend- 
ing beyond the limits of that parish. 

102 &. Not less than fourteen days’ notice must be given of a parish 
meeting at which it is proposed to adppt the Burial Acts (/c), and 
any one parochial elector may demand a poll on the question (/). A 
simple majority of those present and voting at the assembly of the 
parish meeting, or, if a poll is taken, of those voting, is sufficient 
to carry the resolution (?»). The resolution should in strictness 
take the form of a resolution that a burial ground ^be provided for 
the parish or other area (n). 

A copy of the resolution adopting the Acta must be sent to the 
Local Government Board (o). 

1029 . Where the Burial Acts are in force for an entire rural Authority to 
parish having a parish council, the parish council act as the burial execute Acta, 
authority, and have, subject to the modifications mentioned below, 
the functions of an elective burial board for the parish (p). 

Where the Acta have been adopted after the appointed day under 
the Local Government Act, 18114(^7), for part of a rural parish 
having a parish council, the council act as the authority for the 
execution of the Acts in all cases (? ). 

Where the Acta are in force for part of a parivsh having a parish 
council, but were adopted for that part before the appointed day 
under the Local Government Act, 1894, the burial board continue 
to act as th(3 burial authority, unless their functions have been trans- 
ferred to the pariah council. Such a transfer may be effected by a 
resolution either of the burial board, or of a parish meeting held for 
the part of the pariah in which the Acts are in force (s). 

Where the Acts are in force for the whole of a rural parish not 
having a parish council, whether the Acts were adopted before or 
after the appointed day, it seems that the parish meeting may, by 
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, (k) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), Sched. I., Part 
Tm 3. Por form of notice, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 101. 

(l) lUd,, r. 7 (e). ^ 

(m) A simple majority of the vestry is sufficient under the Burial Acts to 

cany a resolution for the provision of a burial ground, and s. 7 (2) of the Loc il 
Government Act, 1894 (56 57 Viet. c. 73), requiring a special majority for 

the adoption of certain of the adoptive Acts, is therefore inapplicable to the 
Burial Acts. 

(?i) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 7 (8). A 
resolution to adopt the Acts would, however, doubtless be effective. For foi m 
of resolution, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 102. 

(o) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 10, as amended, by the substitu- 
tion of the Local Government Board for a Secretary of State, by the Burial Act, 
iOOO (63 & 64 Viet. o. 15), s. 4. 

(py Where there was a burial board in existence for the parish before tlie 
Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), the fuiictiuns el<5. of tlm 
board were transferred to the parish council on the coming into office of that 
council by s. 7 (5) of that Act. Whore the Acts have been adoj)tud since 
the Act of 1894, the parish oounciL are the authority for the execution of 
the Acts by virtue of s. 7 (7). 

(o) The “ appointed d^” fell at or towards the eu4 of 1894 (ibid., s. 84L 

(r) Ibid., 8. 7 (7). • 

Is) Ibid., 8. 53 (1). 
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means of an order of the county council, be invested with the powers 
of a parish council under the Burial Acts, and thus become them- 
selves the burial authority (t). If this is not done, the Acts must be 
executed by a burial board elected by the parish meeting, and any 
vacancies in such board will be filled up by the parish meeting (a). 

The Acts may theoretically be in force for part only of a rural 
parish not having a parish council, or for the whole or part of a rural 
parish grouped with another parish or parishes under a common 
parish council. These cases, if they exist at all, are very exceptional, 
and the posiiiot^in the latter case would greatly depend on the 
terms of the grouping order. 

1030. In some cases a parish council, acting as the burial authority 
for part only of their parish, are required to appoint a committee 
for the purpose of the exercise of their powers as burial authority. 

In the first place, where the powers, duties, and liabilities of a 
burial board for part of the parish are transferred to the parish 
council by resolution of the burial board or of a parish meeting for the 
])art of tlie parish in question under the provisions already referred 
to (W, the transfer may be made subject to any conditions with 
respect to the execution thereof by means of a committee as to the 
burial board or parish meeting may seem lit, and any such condi- 
tions may be altered by any such parish meeting (c). 

Again, whenever a parish council have any powers and duties 
which are to be exercised in a part only of the parish, or in relation 
to property held for the benefit of part of a parish, and that part has a 
defined boundary, the parish council must, if required by a parish 
meeting held for that part, appoint annually to exercise such powers 
and duties a committee consisting partly of members of the 
council and partly of other persons representing the part of the 
parish in question (rf) ; and this provision would, Jio doubt, apply in 
the case of a parisli council acting as burial authority for part of 
their parish. 

The council can, in any case, appoint a committee for the exercise 
of any of their powers as burial authority under their general powers 
for the appointment of committees (e). 

1031. Where the Burial Acts are in force for the whole of a rural 
parish having a parish council the parish meeting are substituted 
for the vestry in cases where under those Acts the consent pr 


it) R. 39 (10) of tLo Local Govenimeiit Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet, c. 73), 
enablos the county council, upon the application pf the p^ish meeting of a 
rurul pariah not having a pariah council, to confer on that meetinj^ any of the 
]) 0 WGr 8 conferred on a paiiMi o^mcif by the Act. . Numerous te'chnmal diffioiil- 
ties ari.so where an unincorporaWbody is invested with powers, like those of a 
burial board, for the proper exectition of which corporate capacity, or sfiecial 
jirovisioiia supplying the want of corporate capacity, seem almost essential, 

(a) The power to elect the burial board and to till up vacancies therein is in 
the parish meeting as successora of tlie vestry [iUd.t s* 19 (4)), 

(b) lhi4*t B. 63 (3) ; and see p. 493, anffi. ' 

(c) Jhid. 

id) Ih'd.f B. 66 (2). 

(e) fbid,, 8 . 66"(3). As to committees of parish couficils generally, see title 
IjotAb GovEEimm'. 
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approvU of, or other act on the pai‘t of, the vestry is required in 
relation to any expense or rate (/). The other functions of the 
vestry attach to the parish council themselves (g), and are thus 
practically abrogated (//). 

By whom, in the case where the JIurial Acts are in force for 
part only of a parish having a parish council, the functions of 
the vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry are now exercisable 
is uncertain (i). 


Sect. 4. 

Burial 
Authorities 
under the 
Burial Acts 
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1032 . Where it is proved to the satisfaction of the county council control of 
that any part of a rural parish has a defined bounchiry, and has any 
property or rights distinct from the rest of the parish, the county rno(;lmjjj for 
council may order that the consent of a pawsh meeting held for paitof i)arish. 
that part of the parish shall be required for any such act or class 


(/) Local Government Act, 1894 (oG & t)7 Viet. c. 7G), s. 7 (S). 

{(f) Ihidy 8. 6 (1) (a),' wlioieby the civil functions of the vestry, other tlmn 
those transferred to other bodies, were transferred to the parish council. 

(/i) The functions of the vestry under the Burial Acts comprise (in addition 
to their power to adopt the Act and elect the burial board) — (i.) the deter- 
mination of the expenses to be inouiTod in providinj^ a burial ground etc. 
(Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IG Viet. c. 85), s. 19 ; see p. 475, a/tte) ; (ii.) approving 
officers’ eraolurnonts and ((/iiare) the hire of an otlico (/5ni., s. 15; seep. 459, 

; (iii.) approving the boi rowing of money {ibid,, a. 20; see p. 47G, ((ute); 
(iv.) approving contracts for the purchase of lands or of a cemetery {ibid,, s. 2G; 
see p. 460, ante) ; (v.) approving the alienation of land (ibid,, s. 28 ; see j>p. 4G1. 
4G2, a7ite) ; (vi.) approving the appropriation of parish land {ibid,, s. 29 ; see note (7/), 
p. 4G2, ante); (vii.) revising fees {ibid., s. 34; see p. 474, ante); (viii.) approving 
the provision of a mortuary {ibid,, s. 42; see p, 564, ^mt); (ix.) aj>p(>inting 
auditors {ibid., s. 18 ; see p. 45^ ante) ; (x.) approving the addition of uncon- 
secrated ground to a burial ground provided under the (Jhurcb Building Acts, 
and transferred to the burial authority (Burial Act, J857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 81), 
s. 7 ; see p. 403, ante) ; (xi.) approving the purchase of a closed cemetery 
{ibid., a. 26; seep. 403, a?d€). Of these (i.), (ii.), and (iii.) clearly relate to an 
expense or rate, but, in view of the provisions as to borrowing by parish 
councils for the purposes of the adoptive Acts referi’ed to in note (r), p. 490, 
post, (iii.) appears to have no application to borrowing by a parish council 
for the purposes of the Burial Acts. Which, if any, of the other powers fall 
within this cutegory is far from clear, (ix.) may probably be regarded as a 
power impliedly abolished except as regards elective burial boards. See not© (5), 
p. 458, ante. 

(/) There is no provision in the Local Government Act, 1 894 (50 «fe 57 Viet. o. 
73), referring in terms to any power of a vestry or meeting in the nature of a 
vestry for part of a rural parish under the Burial Acts except that of adopting 
tlie Acts. It is most difficult to (xmstrue s. 0 (1) (a) of the Act, whereby the civil 
functions of the vestry “ of a rural parish ” are, with some exceptions, transferred 
to the parish council, as effecting a transfer of the functions of a vestry or 
meeting in the nature of a vestry for. part of a parish; and, it is scarcely less 
difficult to construe s. 7 (3) of the Act, whereby the powers of the vestry 
(including in that expression any meeting gf ratepayers or voters) “ of a rural 
parish’* under the adoptive Acts, so far as tj^^yekte to any expense or rate, 
are transfeiTed to the parish meeting, as efifocti^A transfer of powers of a vestry 
ot meeting in the nature of a vestry for part €>f a parish. At the same time, in 
view of the provisions of a, 7 (4) of the Act, whereby the power of adopting the 
Burial Acts ior part of a rurti parish (where that part is an area for whic h the 
adaption of the Acts is authorised) is tvaiisferred from the vestry or meeting in 
the natUi*© of a vestry' to a parish meeting for the jpart of the parish, it may bo 
that the Act of 1894 should bo construed as effectfug by implication a transfer 
of some at least of the otheic powers of such a vestry or meeting in the nature ol 
a -particular!}^ where the Acts have been ;a(ioptqd since the coimn|c into 

, operation of the Act of 1694. - ■ ^ ' r. 
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of acts of the parish council aflfecting the said property or rights as 
is specified in the order (k). A parish council acting as burial 
, authority for part of their parish may thus be subjected to any 
extent that maybe thought desirable to the controfof a parish 
meeting for that part of the parish. 

1033. A parish council acting in the execution of the Burial Acts 
raise the funds they require to meet expenditure under the Acts by 
means of precepts or certificates to the overseers (/), which the 
overseers meet out of the poor rate, or, where the Acts are in force 
for part of the* parish, out of an addition to the poor rate or a 
separate rate in the nature of a poor rate, in the same way as if the 
precept or certificate -were that of a burial board (m). 

A parish council must not, without the consent of a parish 
meeting, incur expenses or liabilities which will involve the raising 
by a rate in any local financial year of a sum greater than a rate of 
threepence in the pound would have produced if the Agricultural 
Bates Act, 1896 (a), had not passed (o), or which will involve a loan (p). 

^ Besides the above-mentioned limitation on the expenses and 
liabilities that may be incurred by a parish council, there is a 
limitation on the amount of the rate that may be levied to meet 
such expenses and liabilities. But expenses under the adoptive 
Acts are expressly excluded from the operation of this limitation ((2^). 

1034. The provisions regulating the borrowing of money by a 
burial board are not applicable to a parish council acting in the 
execution of the Burial Acts, but the council may borrow for 
purposes of these Acts in the same way that they may borrow for 
other purposes (r). 

(k) Local Government Act, 1894 (j 6 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 37. 

It is not clear whether the power of the council to issue such precepts or 
certificates is to be regarded as derived from the j)T 0 viaioi ]8 of the Burial Acts 
authorising the issue of certificates to the overseers by a burial board (see p. 475, 
ante), or from the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 
Viet. c. 73), 8. 11, giving the parish council a general power to raise the funds 
they require by means of precepts to the overseers. The question becomes of 
practical importance where it is necessaiy to enforce the precept, as under s. 1 1 
of the Act of 1894 the council have a remedy of a summary characjtor. 

(m) This follows from /bid., s. 7 (6), which provides that the Act shall not 
alter the incidence of charge of any rate levied to defray expenses incun-ed 
under any of the adoptive Acts, and that any such rate^ shall be made and 
charged as heretofore. 

(7i) 69 & 60 Viet, c. 16. 

^ (o) I.e., if agricultural land were still rateable to the poor rate and other 
like rates at the same rate in the pound as other property. See title Bates and 
Eating. 

( p) The statement in the text gives what appears to be the effect of s. 11 (1) 
of the Local Goverament Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), as amended by s. 8 
of the Agricultural Kates Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. c. 16). It is to be observed 
that the prohibition is against the incurring of expense, not against the raising 
of a rate. The distinction may be very important as regards the consequences 
where the prohibition is infringed, and also as regards the effect of the pro- 
hibition in regard to liabilities, e.gf., in damages for tort, involuntarily incurred. 

(t?) Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 11 (3), amended by 
the Agricultural Rates Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Viet. o. 16), s. 8, 

(r) I^cal Government Act, 1894 (66 & 57 Viet. c. 73),%. 12, which, in oonjuno- 
tiloa with ibiAf U, regu^tes the borrowing of money by a parish oouiu^, 
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1035*. The general provieions of the Local Government Act, 1894, 
enabling a parish council to acquire land, including the provisions 
enabling the land to be acquired compulsorily if need be, are avail- 
able to the c^ncil with reference to land required by them for the 
purposes of the Burial Acts (s). 

The general provisions with regard to the alienation by a parish 
council of land acquired by such a council under the power s of the 
Local Government Act, 1894 (t), are applicable to land acquired 
under those powers for any purpose, including the purposes of the 
Burial Acts, and it is questionable whether the powers of the last- 
mentioned Acts for the alienation of land have any application to 
land BO acquired («). 

Parish councils have general powers for fhe alienation of land 
vested in them, but not acquired under the powers of the Local 
Government Act, 1894 (b ) ; and these powers would seem to be 
applicable to land held by them for the purposes of the Burial 
Acts (c). But the provisions of the Burial Acts as to the alienation 
of land also apply to land held by a parish council which was 
acquired under the powers of those Acts. 


^EOT. 4. 

Burial 
AuthoritiM 
' under the 
Burial Acts 
in Rural 
Areas. 

Acquisition 
of land. 

Alienation of 
land. 


gives the council borrowing powers — (a) for purchasing land etc. ; “(b) for 
any purpose for which the council are authorised to borrow under any of 
the adoptive Acts ” ; and (c) for any permanent work or other thing which tho 
council are authorised to execute or do, and the cost of which ought, in the 
opinion of the sanctioning bodies, to be spread over a term of years. The 
Act further provides that a parish council shall not borrow for tho purposes of 
any of the adoptive Acts otherwise than in accordance with tho Act of 1894, 
but that the charge for the purpose of any of the adoptive Acts shall ultimately 
be on the rate applicable to the purposes of that Act (ih'd„ s. 12 (3)). The Local 
Government Board regard the parish council as authorised by this section to 
borrow for purposes of the adoptive Acts for which borrowing is not authorised 
by those Acts. 

(s) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), s. 9. See title 
Local Government. 

(t) See the modified version of s. 11 of the Allotments Act, 1887 (60 & 51 
Viet, c, 48), scheduled to tho order of the Local Government Board of May 22, 
1895, made pursuant to s. 9 of the Local Government Act, 1894 (66 & 67 Viet, 
c. 73) (Stat. K. and 0., 1894, p. 568). 

(a) As to the powers of the Burial Acts for the alienation of land, see pj>. 461, 
462, ante. The question whether those powers apply to land acquired for the 
purposes of the Acts under the powers of the Act of 1894 is perhaps merely 
academic, since so far as the provisions of the modihed version of s. 11 of tho 
Allotments Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet, a 48), referred to in the preceding note, 
are inconsistent with those of the Burial Acts, they would clearly override them 
in the case of land acquired under the powei-s of the Act of 1894. It might be 
difficult to determine in a particular case whether land acquired voluntarily 
by a parish council for the purposes of the. Burial Acts had been so acquired 
under the powers of those Acts or of the Act of 1894. 

The restrictions in reference to the alienation of land that has once formed 
part of a burial ground referred to p. 462, anfe, apply, no doubt, under which- 
ever power the land was acquired. 

(b) Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 8 (2). The applica- 
tion of this sub-section to land acquired under the powers of the Act of 1894 
seems clearly subject to the mocufied version of s. 11 of the Allotments Act, 
1887 (60 & 51 Viet. o. 48), referred to in note (t), supra, 

(c) The restrictions referred to p. 462, ante, would, no doubt, apply with 
reierenoe to atieBatibn under these powers of land held for the purposei 
of the Bui^ Acts, 
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BtniUt AND CR^:MATlO!^. 

1036. The poaitiou of a parish meeting acting as burial authority 
for their parish by virtue of an order of the county council investing 
them with the powers of a pariah council in that behalf differs in 
bome respects from that of a parish council acting as «a burial 
autlioiity. 

The parish meeting raise the funds they require for the purposes 
of the Burial Acts by means of precepts to the overseers, which the 
overseers meet out of the poor rate (d). 

The expenditure of the parish meeting is limited by a provision 
in the Local Goyernment Act, 1894 (^), which must now apparently {/) 
be lead as enacting that the sum raised by means of a rate for 
defiaying the expenses of the parish meeting (when added to 
expenses under any nt the adoptive Acts) must not exceed in any local 
financial year the amount which a rate of sixpence in the pound 
would have produced if the Agricultural Rates Act, 1896, had not 
passed. 

Ill the absence of express provision in the order of tlie county 
council dealing with the matter, doubt might arise as to how far the 
investing of the parish meeting with the powders of a parish council 
under the Buiial Acts necessarily had the effect of investing them 
wutli the powers of a parish council as to borrowing money and 
dealing with land {(/). 

The parish meeting may appoint a committee for the purposes of 
their powers as burial authority under their general powers for the 
appointment of committees (h), 

1037. The position of a burial board for an entire rural parish 
not having a parish council appears to be exactly the same as that 
of an elective burial board for an urban parish, except that all the 
powers under the Burial Acts exercisable by the vestry in the case 
of an urban parish, including the power of electing the burial board, 
attacli to the paiish meeting (i), and that possibly the expenses of 
the burial board must be included in computing the maximum 
amount which may be raised to meet the expenses of the parish 
nu eiting under tl)e provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

The position of a burial board for part of a rural parish under a 
pail h council appeals to be exactly that of an elective burial board 
tor ])ait of an urban parish, save that some of the functions which 
would attach to the vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry of 
part of an urban parish might be held to be exercisable by the 

(//) As in the case of the puiish council, it is doubtful whefehor the power of 
thu parish meeting to issue such precepts should be regarded as derived from, the 
lUn lal Acts or from the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1894 (56'& 67 
Yj( t c. 73), s. 11, giving the parish meeting through their chairman a general 
power to raise funds. See note (Z), p. 496, ante. » , \ 

(€) 66 & 67 Viot. c. 73, s. 19 (3). 

( / ) Having regard to s. 8 of the Agricult m*al Hates Act, 1896 (69 & 60 Yict. 
c. 16). 

(i$f) The intriusic difficulties attendant on dealing with land by a parish 
meeting consequent on its not being a body corporate are though 

inadequately, met by provisions in 8, 19 (6), (7) of the Local thoviermaeut Act, 
1894 (66 67 Viet. e. 73). 

(h) rbid., iL 19 (8). 

(i) Ibid., e. 19 (i). 
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parish meeting for the part of the parish or possibly by the parish 
council (/c). 

Sbc^t. 6. — Joint Committees with Powers of Burial Boards, 

1038. Where the area under a then existing burial board was 
not after the appointed day under the Local Government Act, 
1894 (Z), comprised within one rural parish, the powers and duties 
of the board were transferred to the parish councils of the rural 
parishes wholly or partly comprised in that area, or where the area 
was partly comprised in an urban district to those -parish councils 
and the urban authority, and became exercisable by a joint com- 
mittee appointed by those councils ; and where any such rural 
parish has not a parish council, the parish meeting is for this 
purpose substituted for the parish council {m). 

1039. If any difference arises as to the constitution of such a 
joint committee, it may be determined by order of the Local 
Government Board (??). 

The quorum, proceedings, and place of meeting of the committee, 
whether within or without the area for which they act, may be 
determined by regulations of the appointing bodies, but, subject to 
any such regulations, are to be such as the committee direct. The 
chairman at any meeting of the committee has a second or casting 
vote ip), 

1040. Where such a committee for the purposes of the Burial 
Acts is appointed, any expenses incurred in carrying out tliose 
purposes are to be defrayed, any money borrowed for those purposes 
is to be borrowed, and any receipts arising from those purposes are 


SkcT. 4. 
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(Zc) See p. 495, mite, 

(/) 56 & 57 Viet. c. 73, The “ appointed day,” for the purposes of iho Act, 
occurred at different dates, all at or towards the end of 1894, in different 
localities and for different pui-poses s. 84). 

(m) Ibid,, 6. 53 (2), whicn provides that the powers etc. shall be exercisable 
by the joint committee ** until other provision is made in pursuance of this 
Act.*’ Such other provision may be made in various ways, e.g,, by an 
order dealing with local boundaries, by an order gi ouping parishes under a 
common parish council, by an order under s, 69, or possibly by an order under 
8. 63 (4), of the Act (as to which see p. 605, jmt), altering the aroa for which 
the Burial Acts are in force. Most of the joint committees established by 
8. 53 (2), however, continue in existence. In some instances similar joint 
committees have been established since 1894 by provisions in orders dealing 
with local boundaries. It is to be observed that, in the absence of such pro- 
visions, an order dealing with local boundaries, and leading to a state of things 
simile to that contemplated by s. 53 (2), will not bring that sub-section into 
operation. As to the consequences of the transfer effected by the sub-seotiou 
as regards property etc., see p. 

Iiocaf Government (Joint Committees) Aut, 1897 (GO & 61 Viet. o. 40), 
& 1 (2), S. 57 of the Local Government Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Viet. c. 73), 
which deals generally with joint committees for the purposes of that Act, 
is inapplicable to a joint committee established under s. 53 (2) for purposes of 
the Burial Acts^ and the provinions stated in the text are the only provisions as 
to the constitution of such committees. . , 

(o) Local Government (Joint Committees) Act, 1897 (IBO & 61 Viet. c. 40;, 
B. 1 (1) (cV, applying Pai't IV. of Sched, I. of the Local Government Act, 1894 
^6 & 57 Viot, c. 73). td tfi© committee, Iwt states what appears to be the 
effect of that Pcirti as so applied. 
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to be divided, by the appointing bodies in such proportion as they 
may agree on, or, in default of agreement, as may be determined 
by the county council, or, if one of the appointing bodies is the 
council of a county borough, by the Local Government Bo£rrd(|?). 

The consent of the Local Government Board is required to the 
borrowing by any of the appointing bodies for the purposes of the 
Burial Acts ; that consent is conclusive as to the power of the body 
in question to borrow; and no other consent is required either 
under the Burial Acts, or the Local Government Act, 1894, or any 
other Act. And where a parish meeting are an appointing body, 
they have the same power of borrowing for the purposes of the 
Burial Acts as a parish council would have((?). 

1041. There is no provision as to the body by which the functions 
of the vestry or meeting in the nature of a vestry under the 
Burial Acts are to be exercised in cases where the functions of a 
burial board are exercised by a joint committee; and the question 
in whom these functions are vested is completely uncertain (?*). 

Sect. 6. — Burial Authorities under Burial Acts for Areas in London. 

1042. In Loudon, outside the City, the Burial Acts were by the 
London (Adoptive Acts) Scheme, 1900 («), declared to be as from the 

(p) Local Governmout (Joint Committees) Act, 1897 ((iO & 61 Viet. c. 40), 
fl. 1 (1) (a). Though the appointing bodies are thus to contribute to the expenses 
of the execution of the Acts, there is no express provision giving those bodies 
]»ower to obtain money for the purpose. Probably each appointing body must 
oe taken to have, as regards so much of the area for which the Burial Acts 
are in force as is within their jurisdiction, the same powers of raising money 
that they would have if the functions of the burial board had been transferred 
to them alone. See Jenkin, Overseers’ Manual, 3rd od., p. 34-1, referring to an 
uiJ reported case of R. v. Gainsborough Overseers (1901). 

{q) Local Government (Joint Committees) Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. 40), 
8. 1 (1) (b), (3). In the case of a parish council or parish meeting the ordinai y 
borrowing powers of a parish council are clearly available, subject to the circum- 
stance that no sanction save that of the Local Government Board is required, 
since a parish council borrow in the same way whether their power to borrow 
is derived from the Burial Acts or not. See p. 496, ante. In the case of an 
urban authority there is some difficulty ; but probably the urban authority 
must be taken to have the borrowing powers of the burial board whose 
functions were transferred to them jointly with the other appointing bodies, 
except, of course, that no consent to the exercise of those powers save that 
of the Local Government Board will be required, and that the loan must be 
raised on the security of, and repaid out of, the rates out of which the con- 
tributions of the authority towaids the current expenses of the execution of the 
Burial Acts are payable. 

(r) The considerations baring on the question differ in different cases. Where 
the Durial board were originally constituted for a poor law parish which, being 
jmrtly urban and partly rural when the Local Government Act. 1894 (56 & 67 
Viet. c. 73), came into operation, was divided as from that time into two poor 
law parishes either by the direotopei'ation of ttiat Act or by order under it — and 
this is the commonest case — a plausible, if not very logical, view is that the 
functions of the vestry are to be exercised jointly by the parish council or parish 
meeting of the rural parish and by the vestry of the urban parish. But it would 
be difficult to arrive at a similar result if the area of the burial board was not a 
poor law parish, but, say, au ecclesiastical parish forming part of a poor law 
parish. Again, the cose of a joint burial board presents special features. The 
control of the vestry over the borrowing powers of the burial authority is 
abiogated by the provisions as to borrowing referred to sufira. 

(«) Made mider the Loudon Goveiument Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), and 
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appointed day under the London Government Act, 1899 (f), in force Shot. 6. 
throughout certain specilied metropolitan boroughs, to be in force Burial 
in specified parts of other metropolitan boroughs, and not to be • Authorifles 
in forcer in any part of the remaining metropolitan boroughs. undfer Burial 

In the case of a metropolitan l)orough in which the Burial Acls 
were thus declared not to be in force, or to be in force in part of the 

borough only, the AcIjS may be brought into force throughout the 

borough or in the residue of the borough, as the case may be, by 
Order in Council in the same way that they may be put in force 
by Order in Council in a municipal borough (u ) ; and it seems that, 
speaking generally (a), this is the only way in which the Acts can 
be brought into force in any area in the county of London in which 
they were declared not to be in force by the above-mentioned 
scheme (b). 

1043 - Partly by the London (Adoptive Acts) Scheme, 1900, Burial 
referred to in the preceding paragraph, and partly by the London authorities. 
Government Act, 1899, the functions etc. of the then existing 
authorities acting in the execution of the Jhirial Acts in London 
outside the City were, as from the appointed day under that Act (c), 
transferred to the councils of the mc^tropolitaii boroughs for which, 
or for parts of which, the Acts were by that scheme declared to be 
in force {(I). 


coidinaod by Order in Council of August 7, 1900 (Stat. II. and 0. llov., 1901, 
Vol. VIII., London County, p. 2S). See art. 4 (1) and Sched. V. Schemes under 
the Act BO coiilirmed have statutory force. Sec s. 10 (S) of IIkj Act of lti99 ; 
Municipal Corporations Act, 18S2 (4o & 40 Viet. c. oO), s. 210 (6); Institute of 
Patent Agents v. Lockwood, [1894] A. 0. 047. 

{t) The appointed day under the Act for this puri) 08 e was November 9, 1900. 
See Metropolitan Boroughs (Pirst Election and Eirst Meeting) Order in Council, 
1900, arts. 4, 7 (1), and two Orders of the Lord President of the Council of O(4.o- 
ber 18, 1900 (Stat. II. and O, Rev., 1904, Yol. VIll., London County, p. 37 ; 
Stat. R. and 0., 1900, p. 385). 

(w) See p. 484, ante. 

(«) No doubt alterations in an .area in which the Acts tire in force might bo 
effected by incidental iDrovisions in an order altering paiish bound.aries or the 
like. 

(h) The London Govoniment Act, 1899 (G2 & 03 Ahct. c. 14), s. I, provides 
that “any of the adoptive Acts may be adopted in a metropolitan borough 
in like manner as in a borough outside London, and not otherwise, and 
where any of the adoptive Acts adopted before the appointed day does not 
extend to the whole borough, the Act may be adopted in the rest of the borough 
ill like manner as if it were a separate borough and the borough council weie 
the council thereof.” Any doubt as to the method of adopting the Bui’ial Acts 
intended to be introduced in Loudon by this sub-section seems to be removed 
by a provision in art. 4 (2) of the London -(Adoptive Acts) Scheme, 1900 (see 
note («), p. 500, ante), that for the piu’poses of the Act of 1899 and of the scheme 
“ the making of an Order in Council pursuant to a petition by the council of .t 
metropolitan borough under s. 1 of the Burial Act, 1854 [17 <& 18 Viet. c. 87], 
as applied by the Act, shall be deemed an adoption of the Burial Acts.” 

(c) See note (Q, 

(<f) The provisions of the Burial Acts rofeiTed to pp. 451 , 452, ante, under 
which elective burial boards could be established for parishes and other areas, 
applied in London outside the City substantially as elsewhere ; and (ex(3ept in 
Woolwich, where the lofjal heal’d acted as a burial board) there was before the 
Local Government Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Viet. c. 73), no enactment enabling 
any form of executive authority for the purposes of the Burial Acts other 
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On the adoption of the Acts for a metropolitan borough^ or the 
residue of a metropolitan borough in part of which the Acts are 
■ already in force the metropolitan borough council become the 
burial authority (e). ^ 

Consequently, in all cases where the Burial Acts are in force in 
London outside the City, the metropolitan borough council are the 
burial authority, and as such have, with some modifications, the 
functions of an elective burial board. 

Where the Acts are in force in part only of a metropolitan borough, 
councillors representing wards in which the Acts are not in force 
must not be members of any committee of the council appointed 
for the purposes of thp Acts (/). 

1044. In most, if not m all, cases, a metropolitan borough council, 
acting in the execution of the Burial Acts, are free from the control 
of any vestry or like meeting (^). 

1045. The expenses of a metropolitan Ijorough council in the 
execution of the Burial Acts fall on the general rate, subject, how- 
ever, to provisions securing that the incidence of such expenses 
shall be confined to the area for which the Acts are in force {h). 

The council of a metropolitan borough in which, or in any part 
of wdiich, the Burial Acts are or were tlje time being in force, 
liave, and are to be deemed always to liave had, power to borrow 
for an)’' purpose for wiiich burial boards are authorised to borrow, 
and in like manner and subject to the like consent and approval, 


than an elective buiial board to be established in London ontsido the City, 
S. 33 of the Local Goveriiniont Act, 1891, was, however, rightly or wrongly, 
regarded as authorising the substitution of administrative vestries for burial 
boards in London by orders of the Local Government Boai’d; and before the 
London Government Act, 1899 (02 A 63 Viet. c. 14), the execution of the Burial 
Acts was in many cases in the hands of administrative vestries under orders of 
the kind. The transfer of the functions of those vestries to the moti'opolitan 
borough councils by the Act of 1899 included, of course, their functions under 
the Burial Acts. The transfer in the case of the remaining elective burial 
boards was effected by the scheme above lef erred to in pursuance of s. 4 (2) of 
the Act of 1899. 

(c) Ibid., B, 4 (2). 

(/) London (Adoptive Acts) Scheme, 1900, art. 6. 

((/) Where the Acts were in force before the Jjondon Government Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), for a parish with an elective vestry, which was the normal 
case, the functions of the vestry under the Burial Acts attached to the elective 
vestry (see Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Tict. o. 120), s. 8), and 
consequently passed, under the Act of 1899, to the metropolitan borough oounoil. 
In cases where the Burial Acts were in force before the Act of 1899 for an area 
other than such a paiish, it is difficult to find any express provision transferring 
to the borough council or abrogating the functions of the vestry or meeting in 
tb© nature of a vestry. Provisions in that behalf may, however, be contained 
in a scheme under the Act of 1899 relating to the particular borough, and, even 
in the absence of such provisions, it might be held that the controlling powers 
of the vestry or meeting had been impliedly abolished. In the case where the 
Acts aro brought into force by Order in *0ouncil under the provisions above 
refei-red to, there can be little doubt that the metropolitan borough council are 
free from control by any body in the natuie of a vestry. 

(h) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), s. 10; London 
Schwq, 1901, confirmed by Order in Council* of •March 9, 1901 (Stat. 
E. andO. 1904, Vol. VIII., Loudon County, p. 84), J 
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but upon the security oi the general rate of the parish or parishes 
in which the Acts are or were at the date of the borrowing in 
force. But this provision is not to be construed as requiring tlie> 
consent or approval of any vestry to any borrowing for the purposes 
of the Burial Acts (t). 

1046. It Beems that a metropolitan borough council cannot, 
under the general provisions enabling them to acquire land (j)» 
obtain power to take land compulsorily for the purposes of the 
Burial Acts (/c). The powers of the council for the acquisition of 
/and for those purposes appear, therefore, to bo those of an elective 
burial board only, 

• 

1047. The Corporation of the City of London, as successors of 
the City of London Commissioners of Sewers (/), have the functions 
of a burial board for the City under special legislation to which it 
is beyond the scope of this title to refer in detail (m). 

Sect. 7. — Miscellaneous. 

1048. The Local Government Act, 1894 (a), comprises several 
sections containing general provisions as to the consequences of a 
transfer of functions from one body to another under that Act (o). 
These provisions apply where a transfer of the functions of a 
burial board to a parish council, or to a parish council or parish 


(t) London Adoptive Acta (Borrowing) Scbeme, 1904, made under tlie London 
Government Act, 1890 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), and contirmed by Order in Council 
of January 29, 1904 (Stat. K. and 0. Kev., 1904, Vol. VIIT., p. 648). As to the 
statutory force of the acheine, which is expressed to have been framed for the 
removal of doubts, see note (s), p. oOO, aiUe. 

(j) London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet, c, 14), s. 5 (2) and Sched. 11. , 
Part II., applying s, 65 of the Local Government Act, 1888 (cl & 62 Ticl. c. 41), 

(A) This is the view taken by the Local Government Board on this subject. 

(Q Under the City of London Sewers Act, 1897 (60 & 61 Viet. c. cxxxiii.). 

(m) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 43 ; City of London Burial Act, 
1857 (20 k 21 Viet. c. 35), some provisions of which are repealed by the Burial 
Act, 1 900 (63 & 64 Viet, c. 1 5) ; and see the City of Loudon (Union of Parishes) 
Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. cxL). Provisions as to churchyards and burial grounds 
in the City are contained in the City of London Sewers Acts, 1848 and 1851 
(11 & 12 Viet. c. clxiii., s. 110; 14 & 16 Viet. c. xci., ss. 32 — 36). See title 
Metbopolis. 

(n) 66 & 57 Viet. c. 73. 

(o) It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss these sections, as to 

which see title Local Qovebnment, The matters with which they deal are 
briefly as follows : — ^S. 67 provides for the automatic transfer of property and 
liabilities upon the transfer of powers and duties by the Act. 8. 68 provides 
for the adjustment of property etc. by agreement or arbitration between autho- 
rities affected by the Act or things don^ under the Act. S. 69 gives county 
councils and county borough councils large ^wers for dealing with matters 
arising out of any alteration of area made bv«the Act. Those powers were held 
inii. V. Durham, County Council (1897), Local Government Chronicle, 1897, p. 70, 
to extend to altering an area for which the Burial Acts were in force. S. 70 
provides a summary method for the determination of questions as to whether 
powers etc. are or are not transferi'ed. 8. 81 contains provisions as to existing 
officers of bodies whose functions are transferred, including provisions for 
the oompenfitttion of officers suffering pecuniary loss in consequence of the Act 
or things done under And as. 85—88 contain savings for current rateil and 
precepts, and the lilft, pending legal proceeding!^ existing securities, debts, and 
contracts, existing bye-laws, orders, and regulations, etc. i 
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Rjiot. i. tneeting jointly with another authority or other authorities, was 
Miscel- effected by the direct operation of the Act (p); and some^ of them 
laueoas. .apply also where a transfer of the functions of a burial board 
to a parish council, parish meeting, or urban authority was or is 
effected in pursuance of the Act {q), though not by its direct 
operation (r). 

Property etc. The Act further contains a special provision that the property, 
to be credited debts, and liabilities of any authority under any of the adoptive 
notwrth^Bd- (among which the Burial Acts are included («) ) whose powers 
ing transfer are transferred iju pursuance of the Act shall continue to be the 

of powers. property, debts, and liabilities of the area of that authority, and 

the proceeds of the property shall be credited, and the debts and 
liabilities and the expenses incurred in respect of the powers, duties, 
and liabilities shall be charged, to the account of the rates or con- 
tributions levied in that area, and where that area is situate in 
more than one parish the sums credited to and paid by each parish 
shall be apportioned in such manner as to give effect to the 
provision (t). 

Prorislons on 1049. General provisions as to the consequences of transfer of 
transfer to functions from other bodies to the metropolitan borough councils 
under the London Government Act, 1899(a), of the same character 
councUte. as the general provisions of the Local Government Act, 1894, 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and applicable with refer- 
ence to the transfer of the functions of burial authorities in London 

(p) By tlie Local Government Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 7 (5) or 53 (2). 
See pp. 493, 494, ante. 

(^) Under ilrid,, s. 63 (1) or s. 62 (1), or by an order of tbe county council 
investing a parish meeting with the powers of a parish council for the purposes 
of the Burial Acts under ilnd,, s. 19 (10). See pp. 491, 493, 494, ante, 

(r) How far the enactments expressed to apply where a change is effected 
“ % ” the Act apply where the change is efPected by an order made or resolution 
passed in pursuance of the Act is not clear. In R, v. Connah's Quay Overseers^ 
[1901] 2 K. B. 174, Lord Alverstone, C.J., at p. 178, expressed the opinion 
that B. 67 applied in a case where the functions of a burial board were trans- 
ferred to an urban authority by resolution under s. 62 ; but the point was 
not seriously argued, nor did the decision turn on it. 

(fl) See p. 492, ante, 

(fj Local Govemment Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 53 (3). The sub- 
section probably applies 1o all cases where the functions of a burial board have 
been or are transfened either by the direct operation of the Act or by resolution 
or order under the Act, though, occurring as it does after sub-sections dealing 
specifically with cases where on or as from the appointed day any of the adoptive 
Acts were in force for part only of a rural parish, or for an ai-ea oomprising the 
whole or part of a rural parish and extending beyond that parish, it mi^t be 
construed as confined to those ca^es. As property cannot be vested in an 
area,*’ the only construction to be placed on the sub-section which can give it 
due effect is that the property of ^le burial board which became vested in the 
authority or authorities to whom the powers and duties of the buiial board wore 
transferred is to be administered for the benefit of the inhabitants of the area. 
No property vests in a joint committee established under s. 63 (2) of the Act of 
1894, and therefore the grant of exclusive rights of burial in the burial ground 
over which the committee exercise powers, being the grant of an incorporeal 
hereditament (see p. 474, ante), must be made by the councils etc. appointing 
the committee, and not by the committee, though the committee may enter into 
a valid contract for the grant. * •• 

62 ft 63 Viet 0, Ut 
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to the metropolitan borough councils (6), are contained in that Act sbct. 7. 
and in orders and schemes made under that Act (c). Miscel- 

laneods. 

lOSQ. Provisions dealing with burial authorities and their areas 
may be, and frequently are, inserted as consequential provisions in 
orders dealing with the boundaries of parishes and county districts HuthontieB 
made by county and county borough councils and confirmed by the in orders as to 
Local Government Board under the Local Government Acts, and boundaries, 
in provisional orders of the Local Government Board under those 
Acts dealing with borough and county boundaries (d). 

County councils, and possibly county borough councils, have also Alteration of 
powers independently of other alterations of area for alterin an Acts 

area for which the Burial Acts are in force (eX 


(b\ As to tins transfer, see p. 5()1, ante. 

(c) See London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), sa. 29 — 31, 33 (2) ; 
London (Adaptation of Enactments) Order in Council. 1900, of August 7, 1900; 
London (Miscellaneous) Scheme, 1900, approved by Order in Council of 
August 7, 1900 ; London (Financial Arrangements) Scheme, 1900, approved 
by Order in Council of August 7, 1900 ; London (Existing Otlh'ers) Scheme, 
1900, approved by Order in Council of August 7, 1900 fStat. It. and O. Eov., 1904 , 
Vol. VIU., London County, pp. 21, 26, 75, and 139). The provisions of these 
schemes are in man}’^ cases supplemented in regard to a particular metropolitan 
borough by a special scheme under the Act of 1899 relating to that borough. 

\d) As to such orders, see title Local Government. The power to insert 
consequential provisions in the orders is derived froms, 59 of the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 18S8 (51 & 52 Viet. c. 41), and has been hold to extend to dealing with 
burial authorities (AI. v. Darham County Council (1897), Local Government 
Chronicle, 1897, p. 70) . Provisions of the hind are very usual iu provisional orders 
extending boroughs. In 11. v. Keighley Oueraeere (1897), Local Government 
Chronicle, 1897, p. 47, part of one of two parishes together forming the area of a 
burial board was transferred to ,a third parish by an order of a county council 
containing a provision that nothing therein should “affect the area under the 
jurisdiction of any burial board' , and afterwards another part of the same 
parish was transferred to the same third parish by a provisional order con- 
taining no reference to burial hoards. It was held that neither order had 
affected the area subject to the jurisdiction of the burial board. 

(e) Local Govez’umont Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), s. 53 (4) ; “ The county 
council on the application of a parish council may, by order, alter the boundanes 
of any such area if they consider that the alteration can properly be made 
without any undue alteration of the incidence of liahilit}’’ to rates and contribu- 
tions or of the right to property belonging to the area, regard being had to any 
coiTesponding advantage to persons subject to the lifibility or entitled to the 
right.” The expression “ such area ” probably means any area under the 
adoptive Acts, though it may bo read as conhued to the cases, particularly 
dealt with in the earlier part of the section, where the area under the adoptive 
Acts on the appointed day either formed part only of a rural parish, or, com- 
prising such a parish or part thereof, extended beyond the confines of the parish. 
The expression “ county council” in the Aot includes a county borough council 
(ibid., 8 . 75). An urban authority, metropolitan borough council, or parish 
meeting may be invested with the power of jnaking an application under th^ 
sub-aection (ibid., ss. 19 (10), 33). 
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Part VII. — Cemeteries under Public Health 
(Interments) Act, 1879. 

Sect. 1. — Provision of Cemetery. 

1051. Any local authoi'ity within the meaning of the Public Health 
Acts — i.e., any urban authority or rural district council — may, and 
if required by the Local Government Board must, provide a cemetery 
under the Public' Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (/). 

A local authority maintaining a cemetery under the Act of 1879 
are a “burial authority” witliin the Burial Act, 1900(9), and 
subject to the provisions of that Act as to burial authorities 
accordingly (h). 

1052. An urban authority may provide a cemetery under the Act 
of 1879 for a part only of their district, and for that purpose may 
divide their district into parts, and from time to time abolish or 
alter such divisions, and may make a separate assessment on the 


(/) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 31. The Act conpists of throe Bectione only. S. 1 
provides that the Act shall he construed with the Public Health Act, 
1875. S. 2 provides, by sub-s. (1), that “the provisions of the principal 
Act [the Public Health Act, 1875], as to a place for the reception of the dead 
before interment, in the principal Act called a mortuary, shall extend to a 
place for the interment of the dead, in this Act called a cemetery ; and the 
purposes of the principal Act shall include the acquisition, construction, and 
maintenance of a coinetery.” The remaining sub-sections of s. 2 i)rovidG 
that the cemetery may bo constructed either within, or subject to certain 
conditions without, the district of the local authority (see fw/ra), and empower 
the local autliority to accept donations of land etc. for the puiposes of tho 
cemetery (see p. 507, •post), S. 3 provides, without more, that “ the Cemeteries 
Clauses Act, 1847 HO & 11 Viet. c. 65], shall be incorporatod with this Act.” 
The provisions of ^e Act of 1675 as to mortuaries are contained in ss. 141 and 
142 of that Act; but of these the only provisions capable of application to a 
cemetery are the following provisions in s. 141 : “Any local authority may, 
and if required by the Local Government Board shall, provide and nt up a 
proper place for the recoj^tion of dead bodies before interment (in this Act 
called a mortuary), and may make bye-laws with respect to the management 
and charges for the u.se of the same.” The Public Health Act, 1875, does 
not apply to London (ibid., s. 2), nor consequently does the Act of 1879. 

The most important consequences of the incorporation of the Act of 1879 with 
tho Act of 1875 and the provision that tho purposes of the Act of 1876 shall 
be deemed to include the acquisition etc. of a cemetery under the Act of 1879 
are that the expenses of the local authority in connection with a cemetery 
under that Act are defray able as expenses under the Act of 1875, and that the 
provisions of the Act of 1876 and the amending Acts as to the acquisition etc. 
of land, including those as to thp compulsory acquisition of land, and as 
to the borrowing of money, are available with reference to the cemetery. 

The Cemeteries Qauses Act, 1M7 (10 & 11 Viet, c, 65), which, subject to 
impoi*tant exceptions introduced oy the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet o. 16), 
applies to cemeteries under the Act of 1879, by virtue of its incorporation with 
that Act, is discussed at pp. 614 ri seg.^post, and its provisions as applicable to 
cemeteries under the Act of 1879 are accordingly referred to veiy shortly in 
the present Fai't of this title. 

(9) 63 A 64 Viet c. 15, 8. II. 

(h) The provisions of the Act applicable to burtal authorities generally arc 
dealt with pp. 460, 462, 466 et scy., 479 et ante, ahd we aooojdingly only 
refeited to portly in the present I’art 
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part for which the cemetery is provided for the purposes of the 
cemetery (t). 

105p. The local authority may acquire, conairuct, and maintain a* 
cemetery under the Act of 1879 cither wholly or partly within or 
without tlieir district. If, however* the local authority propose 
to construct the cemetery or any part of it without their district, 
they must give notice a certain time before commencing operations, 
and owners and occupiers of property and others may thereupon 
take objection, in which case the work is not to be carried out' unless 
sanctioned by the Local Government Board after inquiry (/c). 

The cemetery must not in any case be constructed within one 
hundred yards of a dwelling-house without the consent of the 
owner, lessee, and occupier (1). 

1054. The local authority may accept a donation of land or the 
purposes of a cemetery under the Act of 1879, and a donation of 
money or other property for enabling them to acquire, construct, or 
maintain such a cemetery (m). 

The provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875 (w), as to the 
acquisition of land, including those as to the compulsory acquisition 
of land(o), apply to the acquisition of land by a local authority for 
the purposes of a cemetery under the Act of 1879 (jj). And where 
s. 95 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (?), is in 
force, the local authority may, with the approval of the Local 
Government Board, and subject to the provisions of that section, 
appropriate for the purposes of such a cemetery land acquired by 
the local authority for other purposes, but not required for those 
purposes. 

The provisions also of the Public Health Act, 1875, as to the 
alienation of land, apply to hind acquired by a local authority for 


{i) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 211 (4). It is not 
altogether clear that a rural district council can provide a cemetery under the 
Act of 1879 for part only of their district. The Local Government Board, 
however, take the view that the council can provide a cometery for a particular 
contributory place, or, no doubt, for two or more such places, for in the Board’s 
circular on the Act of August 19, 1879, they say that if the cerneteiy were 
provided for a separate contributory place, it would be competent for the Board 
to order the expenses to be special expenses, in which case they would be borne 
by such contributory place. 

(k) Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31), s. 2(2), apply- 
ing Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 65), ss. 32 — 34, which relate to tho 
construction of sewage works by a local authority without their distiict. See 
further, as to these sections, title Sewers and Drains. 


(1) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. e. 65), s. 10, as amended by 
the Burial Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 44), s. 2 ; and see p, 615, post. 

(wi) Public IlealtJi (Interments) Act, 1879 j[42 & 43 Viet. o. 31), s. 2 (3). 

(«) 38 & 39 Viet. 0. 66. 

(o) S. 6 of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 All Viet. o. 65), contains 
provisions as to the application of the Lands Glauses Acts where the compulsory 
acquisition of land for the purpose of a cemetery is authorised, but it is 
questionable whether the section is applicable with regard to a cemetery under 
the Act of 1879, and whether, if appUcable, it adds anythbg to the provisions 
of the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 A 39 Viet. c. 66). 

(p) See note (/), p. S06, ante. 
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tlie purposes of a cemetery under the Act of 1879 (r) ; and there are 
enactments which in some cases authorise the appropriation of the 
land by the local authority for other purposes, if not required for 
the purposes of the cemetery (<?). The powers of the local authority 
for the alienation or appropriation of land acquired for a cemetery 
are, however, subject to some* restrictions. 

In the first place, there is a statutory provision to the effect that 
if the land has been consecrated or used for the burial of the dead, 
it must not be sold or disposed of, or used for any purpose other 
than that of a cemetery (b) ; but this prohibition is to some extent 
overridden by la'ter legislation (c). Again, consecrated land cannot 
be divested of its sacred character except by statute, and this 
doctrine operates to prevent the use of the land for purposes other 
than those for which a faculty can be obtained (d). 

There is also a statutory provision to the effect that nnconsecrated 
ground which is maintained by a bminl authority and set apart for 
burial must not be applied to any other purpose except by leave 
of the Local Government Board (^0. 

Lastly, if the land has once been set aside for the purposes of 
interment, even though never actually used for that purpose, statu- 
tory provisions apply which in general prevent its being used 
for building either in the hands of the local authority or their 
assignees (/). 

10dd< The local authority may lay out and embellish the cemetery, 
and are required to maintain it. They have powers for the 
construction and improvement of roads in connection with the 
cemetery. They are required to drain the cemetery, and have 
special powers for this purpose, and they are subjected to heavy 
liabilities if they permit water to be fouled by offensive matter from 
the cemetery (g), 

1056. In the exercise of their statutory powers as to the cemetery 
the local authority must do as little damage as possible, and they 
are to make compensation for damage done in the exercise of 
tljose powers (h). 

1057. The local authority may, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, as to bye-laws (i), make bye-laws 

(r) See note (/), p. SOS, ante. 

(а) E.g,, Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. S3), s. 95; 
Electric Lighting Clauses Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. o. 19), Schedule, s. 8. 

(б) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, o, 65), s. 9, as applied by the 
Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31) ; and see p. SIS, poet. 

(c) E,g., by the provisions of the Open Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 25), as 
to which see pp. 633 et seq,, posty authorising the conveyance or utilisation of a 
burial ground for the purpose of an open space. 

{d) See pp. 423, 424, ante, 

U) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 6. 

If) Se® pp. ^32, 533, post, 

(^) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 ^11 Viet. c. 65), sa. 11—14, 16, 18—22; 
and see pp. 516, 517, post. 

{h) Tbia.i 8. 17 ; and see p. 516, post, 

(i) Public Health Act. 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 56), ss! 182—186. As to these 
eechons, whioh regulate the m^od of making bye-laws Tinder the Act of 1875 
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with respect to the managenient of the cemetery and the charges 
for its uBe(/c). Tl)e Local Government Board have issued a series 
of model bye-laws of the kind (1) ; and the bye-laws in force with 
regard to cemeteries under the Act of 1879 usually closely follow 
the model series. 

1058. There is no special enactment as to the rating of cemeteries 
under the Act of 1879 similar to that applicable to burial grounds 
under the Burial Acts, and the rating of such cemeteries is 
accordingly entirely governed by the general law (mi). 

• 

Sect. 2. — Burials in Cemeteries^ Consecration etc. 

1059. The local authority may apply to the bishop to consecrate 
any portion of the cemetery approved by the Secretary of State ; 
and if they do not so apply upon request, the Secretary of State 
may make the application in their stead (n). There is not, how- 
ever, as in the case of a burial ground under the Burial Acts (o), any 
provision for appeal if the application is rejected by the bishop. 

1060. In the case of a cemetery provided since the Burial Act, 
1900, the unconsecrated part of the cemetery must be allotted by the 
local autliority in such manner and in such portions as may be 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State (j?). 

1061. The local authority may at their own expense erect a chapel 
(not to be consecrated or reserved for a particular denomination) 
in any part of the cemetery which is not consecrated or reserved 
exclusively for a particular denomination, and further chapel 
accommodation may be provided at private expense ( 7 ). 


and the Acts incorporated the^;ewitli, and, inter aNOj render the bye-laws 
subject to confirmation b}’’ the Local Government Board, see title Local 
Government. 

(k) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Yict. c. 65), s. 141, as applied by the 
Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 &43 Viet. 0. 31), s. 2 (1). Bee note (/), 
p. 506, ante. 

(Z) Series 14. See Hiicyclopcodia of Forms, Vol. TIL, p. 130. TJio subject- 
matters dealt with in the model bye-hiws are — the structure of vaults ; the 
prohibition of the burial at one time of more than one body in one grave, 
except in the case of members of one family; the minimum period within 
which graves may be reopened for fresh burials ; the depth of graves ; the 
separation of coffins from one another; the closing of vaults after burial 
therein ; the turfing or other covering of ^aves after burial ; the prevention 
of the interruption of burials by violent or indecent behaviour ; the charges to 
be made by the local authority in respect of burials. 

(7/1) Subject to what is stated in the text, the observations as to the rating of 
burial grounds under the Burial Acts (see pp. 465, 466, ante), and on the 
question whether burial grounds are extra cq^mmerdum (see p. 465, ante), apply 
also to cemeteries under the Act of 1879, 

{n) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. 0. 16), s. 1 ; Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 
Go & 11 Viet, 0, 65), ss. 23, 24 ; and see p. 466, ante ; p, 517, poet, 

(o) Seep. 467, awfe. 

(p) Burial Act, 1900 (63 A: 64 Viet. c. 16), s. 9, applying s. 7 of the Burial 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 134). The effect of these provisions is fully stated at 
p. 467, ante. See also Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. 0. 65), s, 35 ; 
and p. 519, post. 

(7) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viot. c. 15), s. 2 ; and see p. 468, ante. Formerly 
a local authority providifig a cemetery under the Act of 1879 were required, if 
fuiy part of the cemetery was consecrated, to provide a chapel on the oousecrated 
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1062. A tabid of fees payable for services rendered in tbecetnetery 
by any incumbent or minister of religion is to be settled by the local 
authority subject to the approval of the Secretary of State, or may 
be settled by the latter on default of the local authority ; • and the 
fees so settled are to be collected by the local authority and paid 
over by them (r). 

1063. The incumbent of any ecclesiastical parish situate wholly or 
partly within the area for which a cemetery is provided under 
the Act of 1879 is with respect to his own parishioners and persons 
dyin" in his parish under the same obligation to perform funeral 
services in the cemetery as he is to perform fiuioral services in a 
burial ground provided under the Burial Acts (s). 

Before the Burial Act, 1900, a local authority maintaining a 
cemetery under the Act of 1879 of which any part was consecrated 
were required to appoint a chaplain to officiate in that part of the 
cemetery ; and the chaplain was, when required, to perform the 
burial service over bodies buried there (t). The power to appoint a 
chaplain is abrogated by the Act of 1900 (a) ; but that Act makes 
no provision with regard to chaplains previously appointed, and 
there may, accordingly, be cases where a chaplain appointed for a 
cemetery under the Act of 1879 before the Act of 1900 is still in 
office. 

Any clerk in holy orders not under ecclesiastical censure, nor 
prohibited by the bishop, at the request of the executor of the 
deceased or other person having charge of the burial, and with the 
consent of the chaplain, if any, or otherwise of the bishop, may per- 
form the burial service in the consecrated part of the ground (6). 


part for the performance of the burial service according to the rites of the 
Established Chuich by s. 25 of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 
Viet. c. 65), but this obligation was abolished by s. 2 (4) of the Act of 
1900. S. 11 of the Act of 1847 contains a general provision authorising the 
erection of chapels in the cemetoiy at the expense of the “ company **; but this 
provision must now, in the case of a cemetery under the Act of 1879, be read 
subject to the provisions of s. 2 of the Burial Act, 1900. As to the use of 
unconsecrated chapels in the cemetery, see Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847, 
8. 36; and p. 519, post. 

(r) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 3 (1) — (3) ; and see pp. 479, 480, 
ante. These sub-seotiona extend in terms to fees payable to sextons as well 
as incumbents and ministers ; but, as sextons are not required or entitled to 
officiate in cemeteries under the Act of 1879, the reference to sextons* fees should 
perhaps be taken as impliedly confined to burial grounds under the Burial Acts. 
The provisions of s. 3 of the Burial Act, 1900, as to fees other than forseryieps 
rendered, are inapplicable to cemeteries under the Act of 1879, as fees of the 
kind wore never payable in the case of such cemeteries. 

(e) Ihid.f s. 7. As to the obligation of an incumbent to perform funeral 
services in a burial ground provid^ under the Burial Acts, see pp. 4?69 cf seq., 
ante, Au incumbent performing a service will be entitled to the lee prescribed 
under s. 3 of the Act of 1900. 

(Q Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. o. 65), ss. 27, 28; and see 
p. dl8» As to the chaplain's stipend, see ibid.^ ss. 30, 31; and p. 518, 

post, ’ ' 

(a) 63 & 84 Viot. c. 15, s. 7. 

' {h) Cemeteries Clauses A6t, 1847 {10 ife 11 Viot. o. 65), s. 29. It appears to 
bp implied thpt the burial service cannot be lawfully ^rformed' in the conse- 
nted' part of the cnetery ei6ept by the ohaplain, if any, or by a person iii 
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1064! Burials may take place in the consecrated part of the 
cemetery without the performance of the burial service according 
to the rites of the Church of England, in . like manner and subject 
to the same provisions and conditions as such burials may take 
place in a burial ground provided by a. burial board (c). 

1065. The local authority may appoint gravediggers and other 
servants for the purposes of the cemetery (d), and, apparently, 
a clerk to assist in the performance of the burial service in the 
consecrated part of the cemetery (e). They must make regulations 
for securing the proper conduct of burials in thfe cemetery (/); 
they may set apart a portion of tlie cemetery for the purpose 
of granting exclusive rights of burial th^ein, and may sell 
such rights and also riglits of placing monuments etc. in the 
cemetery or in a chapel or building therein (/;) ; and they may 
remove monuments etc. placed in the cemetery without their 
consent (//). 

The bishop has, how^ever, a certain control over monumental 
inscriptions in the consecrated part of the cemetery (?). 


lioly orders acting with the consent of tho chaplain or bisliop, as stuted in tho 
text, or, in the case of In's own i)arishionors and porsous dying in his parish, by 
the incumbent of an eccloeiastical parish situate in the area for which the 
cemetery is provided. In the absence of statutory authority, it would be 
contrary to ecclesiastical law for any person to officiate other than the incumbent 
of the parish in which the cemetery is situate or his licensee. See note (7), p. 472, 
ante. And the rights of the incumbent of that parisli as such a]>])(iar to be 
impliedly abrogated to the extent above indicated. It has been doubted 
whether s. 20 of the Act of 1847 is not impliedly rejiealed us regards cemotories 
under the Public Health (Intcrinents) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. 0. 31), by s. 7 of 
the Burial Act, 1900 (83 & 61 A^ict. c. 15), which cabts upon incumbents of 
parishes situate within the area for wliich the cemetery is provided the ohliya- 
tivn to perform funeral services stated in the text, but does not in terms confer 
upon them tho right to perform such services which is conferred ui>on incum- 
bents by e. 32 of tho Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85). As the earning of the 
fee depends upon porfonuing the service, it may be thought that the incuiiiboiit 
upon whom the statutory obJigation of periorming tho service is cast has a right 
to earn the fee. On the other liarid, it may be considered that the necessity of 
obtaining the bishop’s consent is a sufficient safeguard to the incumbent, as the 
bishop might make it a term of his consent that the olliciating minister should 
pay over the fee for services rendered to the incumbent w’ho would otherwise 
perform the service. 

(c) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 9, applying the Burial Laws 
Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), as amended, to cemeteries provided 
by a local authority. For tho provisions of the Act of 1880, see pp. 424, 
et Beq.y ante. 

(d) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 37 ; and seep, 519, 
Sextons of parishes within the area for which a cemetery is provided by a local 
authority Jiave no rights in respect of burials in the cemetery corresponding 
with those of sextons parishes for which a burial ground is provided under 
the Burial Acts, as to which see pp. 469 et seg., 473, ante. 

(e) Ibid., B. 34 ; and seep. 619, post. 

B. 38 ; and see p. 619, post. The power to make regulations is in 
adaition to their power, referred to at p, 608, afite, to make bye-^l^ws, 

(jSr) Ibid.f BS. 40—49; and .$ee pp. 620, 621, post. Them sections contain 
detailed provisions as to the form and effect of grants of the kind and the 
registrataon thereof. ^ 

(h) Ibid., 8. 60; aiM seep. 622, post. 
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Burials are not to take place in any vault under or within fifteen 
feet of a chapel of the cemetery (k). 

Sect. 8. — Protection of Cemetery ; Accounts of Local Authority etc. 

1066. Persons injuring the cemetery etc. or guilty of various 
forms of misconduct therein are subject to peno.ltios recoverable in 
a summary way (Z), and the offender is liable to immediate arrest if 
his name and address are not known (m). 

The local authority are required to publish on notice boards 
particulars of the offences punishable summarily under the statutes 
and bye-laws applicable to the cemetery, and failure on their 
part in this respect precludes the recovery of penalties in respect 
of such offences (n). 

1067. The local authority are required, under penalties, to send 
a copy of their accounts in relation to the cemetery to the clerk of 
the peace annually (o). 


Part VIII. — Private Cemeteries. 


Establifih- 
meut of 
private 
cemeteries. 


1068. Any person may provide and keep a cemetery for the inter- 
ment of the dead, though in some localities not without the sanction 
of the Local Government Board (p), provided that no nuisance is 
caused thereby {q ) ; and burial grounds, especially for the use 
of particular religious communities other than the Church of 
England, are frequently provided without statutory authority. As, 
however, it would not be practicable to obtain the consecration 
of any cemetery so established by a private person or by a company 
without any safeguards for its proper maintenance and regula- 
tion, it is necessary, when it is desired that any part of the 
cemetery should be consecrated, to obtain a private Act authorising 
its establishment. 

Altogether between thirty and forty Acts of the kind, besides 
amending Acts, have been passed (r). The Acts passed since 1847 


{h) Ceiucteries Clauses Act, 1S47 (10 & 11 Viet. c.6j),8. 39; and seep. 519, 

(Z) Ibid., ss. 58, 59 ; and see ibid., s. 62, and the provisions of the Eailways 
Olausea Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 20), ss. 140—160, as thereby 
incorporated. See pp, 523 et 'po»t. ’ ^ 

(m) Eailways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet, c. 20), s. 154, 
incorporated with the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, c! 65), as 
stated in the preceding note ; and see pp. 524, 525, jmt. 
fn) Eailways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 20), s. 143. 

(o) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 184^ (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 60; and see p. 523, 
post. 

(p) See pp. 525 et seq,, post. 

(?) See Vowley {Lord) v. Byas Z1877), 5 Ch. D. 944, C. A. In that case it was 
assumed, as had been decided by Mahns, V.-C,, in Qremwood v. Wadsvxyrth 
(1873), L. E. 16 Eq. 288, that actual interment in a private cemetery within a 
certain distance of a dwelling-house was prohibited by s. 9 of the Burial Act, 
1855 (18 & 19 Viet. 0 . 128) ; but the correctness of this decision is generally 
(Joubted. See aote (p). p. 464, tmU. 

{r) X^e6r«t4«toftbe]md appear* to be WiU. 4, o. ox., pawed 
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all incorporate tlie Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (s), with some 
modifications and additions ; and the earlier Acts contain provisions 
of the Same character as those in tliat Act. 

1069.* A company maintaining a cemetery under a local Act of 
the usual tyi)e are the occupiers ” of fhe cemetery, including parts 
thei'eof consisting of plots conveyed to purchasers for graves, 
and liable to be rated as sucli (/). They are also “owners** of the 
land within statutes such as the Metropolis Management Acts and 
the Public Health Acts, for the purposes of which “owner ” is defined 
in eflfect as meaniTig the person receiving the rffck-rent of the 
premises, or who would receive the rack-rent if the premises were 
let at a rack-rent, and are liable to statutory* burdens imposed on 
“ owners of land by such statutes accordingly (a). 

If a cefiietery company receive lump sums in any year by 
way of commutation of annual payments for keeping graves in 
repair, such lump sums are assessable to income tax under 
Sched. A, No. 3, r. 3, of the Income Tax Act, 1812 (b), as being 
part of the annual profits of the company (c). 

1070- A cemetery company must provide for the due registration 
of burials in their cemetery (cl), 

1071. Where under any local Act fees on interments in any 
burial ground of any parish other than a burial ground maintained 
by a burial authority are payable to the churchwardens of such 
parish, or to any trustees or other persons, for the purpose of 
enabling them to pay an annuity or stipend to the incum))ent or 
minister, the fees which under any Act relating to any cemetery 
company would on the interment in the cemetery of any company 
of any body brought from such parish be payable to such incumbent 
or minister are payable to the said churchwardens, trustees, or 
persons, and any surplus of such fees which may remain in their 
hands after payment of such annuity or stipend is payable to such 
incumbent or minister (c). 

to authorise the forinatiou of Keiisal Green Cemetery, and the last the statute 
18 & Vict. c. clix. 

(a) 10 & 11 Vict. c. 65. This Act, which is inrorporatod not only with a 
certain number of private Acts, but also with the Public Health (Interments) 
Act, 1870 (‘42 & 43 Vict. c. 31) (as to which see pp. 506 (i auic), is discussed 
at pp. 514 et seq., pout. The Act applies only when expressly inccu'porated with 
some subsequent Act, dificring in this respect from some of the otlior “ clauses’* 
Acts. 

{t) R. v. St» Mnry Ahhofs^ Kensivqton (Ti^habitnnts) (1810), 12 Ad. & El. 
824 ; /Z. v. Ahney Park Gem^Uvy Go, (1873), L. It. 8 Q. B. 515. 

(d) St. OileSf ' Gamherwell, Vestry v. Limdmi Cemetery Co., [1894] 1 Q. B. 
G99 (liability of frontagers to contribute to the expenses of paving now streets 
under the Idotropolis Management Acts). • 

(5) 5 & 6 Vict. c. 3o.v See title Income Tax. 

(c) Pauley Cemetery Co,, Ltd, v. ReUh {Surveyor of Tares) (1898), 63 .7. P. 
806. But it might be otherwise if the company contracted to set aside tho 
lump sum and apply the interest arising therefrom in keeping the graves in 
order Ubid,), 

(d) See p. 559, post, 

(c) Burial Act, 1853 (Ip & 16 Vict, o, 85), s. 50, as extended by the Burial 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Vfet. o. 134), a. 7, and restricted by the Burial Act, 19(M) 
(63 & 64 Vict. c. 15), s. 12, and Sched. H. 
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Part IX.— The Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847. 

SiiCT. 1 . — Application and Construction of Act, , 

1072. The Cemeteiies Chiuses Act, 1847 (y), wliicli ^\as passed, 
like other “clauses ’’ Acts, with the object ot pioviding a statutory 
code ;\hicli could be applied in particular cases by special legis- 
lation, is in force only where and so far as it if incorporated uith 
some subsequent Act. Its clauses, ^^hGre and as so incorpoiated, 
are to be reado^Mth the clauses of the incorporating Act as one 
ActC7). 

The Act has heen«.incorporated with all the local Acts authorising 
the establishment of comoterics subsequently passed (//) ; it is 
also incorporated with the Public Health (Interments) Abt, 1879 (?), 
and thus applies, subject to important modifications made by 
legislation subsequent to the Act of 1879, to cemeteries provided 
by local authoiities un Vr that Act (/.). 

Like the other “clauses” Acts passed about the same time, the 
Act of 1817 contains a number of gioups of clniises each with a 
lieading slating generally the subject-matter with which the clauses 
theiein compused deal; and])aitsof the Act may be incorporated 
by lefoience to such headings (/). 

1073 liesides definitions of a formal cliaracter (??#), the Act of 
1817 contains the following definitions (a), to which it is necessary 
to refei : — 

“ Si)ecial Act is defined as meaning the incorporating Act. 

“Pj escribed ” is m effect defined as meaning prescribed by the 
special Act. 

“ Tlie lands ” is defined as meaning the lands by the sj^ecial Act 
autlioiised to be taken or used for the purposes tliereof. 

“ The company ” is defined as meaning the iierson by the special 
Act authoi ised to construct the cemetci y. 

“ The cemetery “ is defined as meaning the cemetery or burial 
ground, and the works connected therewith, liy the special Act 
authorised to be constructed, 

Jn the ensuing account of the iirovisions of the Act, the language 
of the Act is followed, so that the above expressions must be under- 
stood to be used in accordance with tlie above definitions. 


(0 10 & 13 Vict 0 ()5. 

(y) Ibid,, 8. 1. Ihe Boctiou is woidy, but scorns to moan no more than is 
•^atod in the text. • 

{h) 8oo pp. 512, 513, ante, 

(») 42 A43Vict. 0. :n. 

]k) As to such cemeteries geneially, see pp. 606 et eeq,y ante, 

(/) Ceint^tenes Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vxet. c. 65), a. 6. 

(to) The pxprosflious defined m addition to those inontioned in flie text me 
••person,*’ ‘ lands/* “mouth,** “superior courts,” “oath,** “Established 
i hurcb,” “county,** “ justice,** “ two justices/* and “ quaiter sossious ’* The 
Act alfH) coutaniH provisions of the usual kind as to the construction of 
woids ixni’iui'tiug the singular ot pluial ftud woids impoiting the 
gender. * < 

in) 2, 8^ 



Part TX.— Tate CKBiEtBRllSis CLAtrsfe Ac'r, 1847* 

Sect. 2, — Making of Cemetei*g (a). 

1074. Where by the special Act the company are empowered, for 
the purpose of making the cemetery, to take or use lands otlier- 
wise than with the consent of the owners and occupiers thereof, 
they are, in exercising the power so given to them, subject to the 
provisions and restrictions contained in tlie Act of 1847 and the 
Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (p), and are to make to the 
owners and occupiers of and all other parties interested in any lands 
taken or used for the purposes of the special Acl;, or injuriously 
affected by the construction of the works thereby authorised, full 
compensation for the value of the lands so taken or used, and for all 
damage sustained by such owners, occupiers, or other parties, by 
reason of the exercise as regards such lands of the powers vested 
in the company by the Act of 1817 or the special Act, or any Act 
incorporated therewith, and, except where otherwise provided by the 
Act of 1847 or the special Act, the amount of such compensation 
is to be determined in manner provided by the Lands Clauses Con- 
solidation Act, 1845 (ry), for determining questions of compensation 
with regai d to lands purchased or taken under the provisions thereof ; 
and all the provisions of the Act of 1845 arc applicable to determine 
the amount of such compensation, and to enfoice payment or other 
satisfaction thereof (r). 

1075. Provision is made for the correction by a certificate of 

justices of omissions and errors in tlie special Act as regards lands 
described therein as intended to be taken, and for the proof of 
such certificates (s), ^ 

1076. Tlie company may pot soil or dispose of any land which 
has been conseciatcd or used for burial, or make use of such 
land for any purpose other than such as is authorised by the Act 
of 1847 or the special Act or any Act incorporated therewith (i). 

1077. No part of the cemetery maybe constructed nearer to any 
dwelling-house than the prescribed distance, or if no distance is 
prescribed, ‘200 yards, except with the consent in writing of the 
owner, lessee, and occupier of such house (a). The distance is to 


2 Ss. 6 — 17 of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), are 
ed ** With respect to the Making of the Cemetery.” 

(p) 8 & 9 Viet, c. 18. See further, title Compulsory Purchase and 
Compensation. 

{g) Ibid. 

(t) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 6. 

(«) /Wd.'ss. 7, 8. « 

{f) /Wd., 8. 9. As to the application of the section in the case of a local 
authority acquiring land for the purposes of the Public Health (Interments) 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31). see p. 508, ante, 

(a) Cemeteries Glauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, c. 66), s. 10. In the case of 
a cemetery under the Public Health (rntorments) Act, 1879^ (42 & 43 Viet, 
c. 31), the prescribed distance is nOw 100 yards (Burial Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, 
c. 44), s. 2). The prohibition is against construction of the ccjmetery, and hot, 
like the corresponding^ prbliibition in the case of a bxuial ground under the 
Burial Acts (us to whuh see p. 464, anie)^ against interment. 
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be tneastti^ed from the walls of the dwelling-house, not from the 
boutidary of the curtilage adjoining the house (/;). 

1078. The company may build upon any land which by the special 
Act they are authorised to use for the purposes of the fcemetery 
such chapels for the performance of the burial service as they think 
fit, and may lay out and embellish the grounds of the cemetery as 
they think fit (c). 

1079. The company, upon any land pui*ehased by tliem under 
the Act of 1847 or tlie special Act, or any Act incorporated there- 
with, may make new roads to tlie cemetery, or widen or improve 
any existing roads thereto, which tlioy think fit; but they may not 
wnden or improve any private road without the consent of the 
owner thereof, or any public rond ^^i^llOut the consent of the 
persons in whom the management of the road is vested by law (d). 
The company and the owners or persons having the management 
of any such road may enter into such agreements as they think 
fit for enal)ling the company to widen or inijirove any such road, 
and for maintaining tlie same (c). 

1080. Every part of the cemetery is to be inclosed by walls or 
other sufficient fences of the prescribed materials and dimensions, 
and, if no materials or dimensions be prescribed, by substantial 
walls or iron railings of the lieiglit of eiglit feet at least (/). 

1081. The company are to keep the cemetery and the buildings 
and fences thereof in complete repair, and in good order and con- 
dition, out of the moneys to be received by them by virtue of the 
Act of 1847 and the special Act (<]). 

1082. In tlio exorcise of the powers by the Act of 1847 and the 
special Act granted to the company they are to do as little damage 
as can be, and are to make full compensation to all parties inte- 
rested for all damage sustained l>v them through the exercise of 
such powers (//). 

(h) Weight V, Widlascy Local Board (18ST), IS Q. 15. 1). 

(f) Coniotories Clauses Act. 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 6.)j, s. 11. A.> to (4i:i]>ols 

in tho case of a cemetery provided under the Public Ilonlth (liitermoiits) Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Viet c. 31), see p. 509. ante. 

(d) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 0.")), ss. 12, 13. 

(e) Jhid., B. 14. 

(/) /bid., s. 15. This provision does not ap])ly to a burial ground ]):ovidod 
iiiuior tho Public Health (IntoruitMits) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31) (Burial 
Act, 1900 (03 & C4 Viet. c. 1.5), s. 10). 

(</) Cemeterios Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 05), s. 10. 

[h) /hid,, 8. 17. In the case of a compaiiy with whose special Act the Act of 
1847 is incorporated, compensation under this section would apparently, in the 
absence of provisions to the Contrary in the special Act, bo assessable and 
recoverable before justices (subject to appeal to quarter sessions) under the 
provisions of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 4 9 Viet. o. 20) (as 
to which see note (m), p. 624, poat)^ incorporated with the Act of 1847 by s. (12 
of that Act. See, however, Flftcher v. Birhevkead Corporation, [1907] 1 K. 13. 
205, 0. A., where it appears to have been assumed that the machinery of the 
Lands Clauses Acts was applicable to the assessment of compensation under 
a. 12 of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict^ c, 17), the provisions of 
wbichastocampousation coiTespond closely with those of s. 17 of the Cemetenes 
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Sect. B— Prevention of Nuisances (i)^ 

1083 . The company are required to provide for the proper 
drainage of the cemetery, and are enabled, subject to obtaining 
certain *00086018, to connect their drains with sewers; and the 
provisions of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 (fc), as to breaking 
up streets to lay pipes, are applied for this purpose (i). 

Penalties recoverable by action are imposed on the company if 
they cause or permit streams etc. to be fouled by offensive mailer 
from the cemetery, and the company are also expressly declared 
liable in damages in such case to any person entitled to use the 
water (/a). 

Sect. 4.— Burials in the Cetnefiari/ (w). 

1084 . The bishop of the diocese in which the cemetery is sitnaled 
may, on the application of the company, consecrate any portion 
of the cemetery set apart for the burial of the dead according to the 
rites of the Established Church, if he is satisfied with the title of 
the company to such portion, and thinks fit to consecrate such 
portion ; and the part whicVi is so consecrated is (subject to the 
jirovisions of the Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (o) ) to be used 
only for burials according to the rites of the Established Church (p). 
The comj)any are to define by suitable marks the consecrated 
and unconsocrated portions of the cemetery (fjf). 


Clauses Act, 1817 (10 & 11 Viet. c. Go), Tn the case of a coraetery under the 
Public Ilealth (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31), it may be, in view 
of the incorporation of that Act with the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet, 
c. 55), that the machinery of the Act of 1875 (ss. 179—181) is applicable with 
regard to compensation under 8. 17 of the Act of 1847. 

(?) Sa. 18 — 22 of the Oemeterios Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), are 
headed “With respect to preventing Nuisance from the Cemetery.’' 

(A-) 10 & 11 Viet. c. 17 , 88. 28 — 34. As to these sections, see title Water 
Supply. The procedure with regard to the assessment and recovery of 
compensation, damages, and penalties under those ])rovi8ion8 of the Water- 
works CJaiisea Act, 1847, as incorporated with the Cemeteries Clauses 
Act, 1S47 (10 11 Viet. c. 65), is, in the absence of provisions to the contrary 

in tlio 8i)ocial Act, regulated by tlie provisions of the Kail ways Clauses Con- 
solidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Viet. c. 20), ss. 140 — 160, incorporated with the 
Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847, b}’’ s. 62 of that Act. See note (tw), p. 524, 

In the case of a cemetery under the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 
(42 & 43 Viefc. c. 31), however, it may be, in view of the incorporation of that 
Act with the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), that the machinery 
of the Act of 1875 is applicable to these matters instead of that of the Kailway s 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845. 

(/) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), ss. IS, 19. 

{m) Ibid^f SB. 20 — 22. The company might also bo liable to proceedings 
under the Bivers Pollution Prevention Acttf and at common law. As to tho 
liability at common law, see Ballard v. lUmilinaon (1885), 29 Ch. D, 13 5, C. A. ; 
Wom&rsUy v. Church (1867), 17 L. T, 190; and generally, titles NulSA^^(JK; 
Waters and Watercourses. 

(w) Ss. 23 — 39 of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), 
are headed “ With respect to Burials in the Oemeteiy.” 

(o) 43 & 44 Viet. c. 41 ; and see pp. 424 et seq., ante, 

{p) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s, 23, As to the 
conseemtion of a portion of a cemetery under the Public Health (Interments) 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet 31), see p. 509, ante, 

(^} Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 24, 
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SaoT.v. 10$5. The company are to haiid within the conseerated {Mirt ol 
I Borials the cemetery, and according to a plan approved by the^ bishop of 
, in the the diocese, a chapel for the performance of the burial service 
Ceme^ry.' according to the rites of the Established Church (r). , 

1086. No body buried in. the consecrated part of the cemetery 
may be removed from its place of burial without tho like authority 
as is by law required for tho removal of any body Iniried in the 
churchyard belonging to a parish church (»). 
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1087. The company are from time to time, widi the approval of 
tho bibhop of the diocese in which the cemetery is situated, to 
appoint a clerk in holy orders to officiate as chaplain in the con- 
secrated part of tho Viemetery ; and such chaplain is to he licensed 
by, and is subject to the jurisdiction of, the bishop, and the bishop 
has power to revoke any such licence and to remove such chaplain 
for any cause which appears to him reasonable (f). 

The chaplain is when required, unless prevented by sickness or 
other reasonable cause, to perform the burial service over all bodies 
brought to be buried in the consecrated part of the cemetery which 
are entitled to be buried in consecrated ground according to the 
rites and usage of the Established Church (a). 


other clergy- 1088. Any clerk in holy orders of the Established Church, not 
men may Jjeiug iirohibitcd by tho bishop nor under ecclesiastical censure, at 
o jciate. request of the executor of the will of any deceased person or 

any other person having the charge of the burial of the body of 
any deceased person, and with tho consent of the chaplain for the 
time being of tho cemetery, or if there be no chaplain with the 
consent of the bishop, may perform the burial service over the body 
in the consecrated part of the cemetery (6). 

Chaplain’s 1089. The company, out of the moneys to be received by virtue 
itipcud. of the Act of 1817 and the special Act, are to allow the chaplain 
such a stipend as is approved of by the bishop of the diocese in 
which tlie cemetery is situated ; and there are provisions for tho 
paymfuit of the stipend half-yearly, for the apportionment of the 
stipend in the case of a broken half-year, and for the recovery of 
the stipend by action (c). 


(r) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 6i5), a. 25. This provision 
does not ai)ply to a cemetery under the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 
(42 & 48 Yict. c. 81) (l)urial Act, 1900 (68 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 2 (4)). As to 
chapel accommodation in such a cemetery, see p. 509, n?ite, 

(s) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet c. 65), s. 20. As to 
dihinterment, see pp. 558 et se(j., post, 

(t) Ihd., s. 27. 'The power of a burial authority acting under the Public 
Health (Intermenis) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 81), to appoint a chaplain under 
this section was taken away by 8.*7 of the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viot o. 15). 
As to tho performance of the burial service in the consecrated part of a 
cemetery under tho Act of 1879, see p. 510, anU, 

(tf) Cemetoiies Clauses Act, 1817 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 65), s. 28. See the preceding 
note. 

8* 29. As to the application of the section to cemeteries under the 
ic Health (InUiments) Act, 1879 (42 & 48 Vict. c. 31), see note (6), pp. 510, 
511, , 

(c) ss, 30, 81* See note (f), fupra# 
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1090 : There are Special provisions for tl:®; registration of Imrials 
ih the cemetery (d), which will be noticed later. 

1091.^ The company msyi with the consrat of the chaplain for the 
time being, from time to time appoint a clerk to assist in performing 
the service for burials in the consecrated part of the cemetery, and 
allow to such clerk such stipend as they think proper out of the 
moneys to be received by virtue of the Act of 1847 and the special 
Act, and they may remove such clerk at their pleasure (e). 


'SiSST. 4. 

Biirials 
. In the* 
Ceaieteiy. 


Appointment 
of clerk. 


1099. The company may set apart the whole or portion of the nuriai of 
unconsecrated part of the cemetery as a place of burial for the bodies peiwina not 
of persons not being members of the Established Church, and may j^stabHsheti 
allow such bodies to he buried therein, subjecl to such regulations cimrch. 
as the com 2 :)any ap 2 ;)oint(/). 

1093. Tlie company may allow, in any chapel built within the Sr.rvicesin 

unconsecrated part of the cemetery, a burial service to be performed on 

according to the rites of any cluircli or congregation other than the 
Established Church by any minister of such church or congregation 

duly autliorised by law to ofliciato in such chiircli or congregation, 
or recognised as such by the religious community or society to which 
he belongs (fji). 

1094. The company may ajipoint gravediggers and other servants Appointment 
necessary for the care and use of the cemetery, and may pay them 

such wages and allowances as they think lit out of the moneys 
to be received l)y virtue of the Act of 18-47 and the special Act, and 
may remove them or any of them at pleasure (/(). 


1095. The company are to make I'egulations for ensuring tliat all ito^ulationa. 
burials within the cemetery, are conducted in a decent and solemn 
manner (i). 


1096. No body may be buried in any vault under any chapel of NobnriaiR 
the cemetery, or within fifteen feet of the outer wall of any such clmpcia, 
chapel (k). 


{(f) Ooinoteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), sa. 38 ; and soo 
j>p. 559, 560, post. 

(c) Ibid., s. 34. It scorns that a local authority maintaining^ a cemetery 
\iuder the Public Health (IiiteTmenls) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet, c- 31), may 
appoint a clerk under this section notwiLhstanding that they no longer have 
power to appoint a chaplain. Payment of a stipend, however, to such clerk, 
though not in terms forbidden by ss. 5 and 7 of the llurial Act, 1900 (62 & 63 Viet, 
c. 15), is in opposition to the principles of those sections. 

(/) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. Co), s. 35. As to the 
unconsecrated part of a cemetery under th^ Public Health (IntermeutB) Act, 
1879 (42 & 43 Viet. c. 31), see p. 509, ante, 

(gr) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 ’^*5. As to chapel 

accommodation in the case of a cemetery under the Public IJoalth (Interments) 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet, c. 31), see p. 509, ante, 

(A) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 ^11 Viet. c. 65), s. 37. A hyo-law, 
made hy a cometciry company under provisions in Uieir special Act, prohibiting 
the admission of a discharged servant into the cemetery, and authorising 
the removal of such jierson if found within the cemetery, is not uni'easonahJe 
{Martin v, Wyoit (1883), 48 J. P, 215). 

(»■) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 18-f7 (10 XI Viet, c. 65), a. 38 r 

(A) /¥<!.. e. 39. 
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Sect. 5. — Exchmee Rights of Barial, Monuments, Inscriptions etc. (1). 

1097. The company may set apart such parts of the cemetery as 
they think fit for the purpose of granting exclusive rights Of burial 
therein, and they may sell either in perpetuity or for a limited time, 
and subject to such conditions as they think fit, the exclusive right 
of burial in any parts of the cemetery so set apart or the right of 
one or more burials therein, and they may sell the right of placing 
any monument or gravestone in the cemetery or any tablet or 
monumental inscription on the walls of any chapel or other building 
within the cemetery 

1098. The company are to cause a plan of the cemetery to be 
made upon a scale sufficiently large to show the situation of every 
burial-place in all the parts of the cemetery so set apart, and in 
which an exclusive right of burial has been granted ; and all such 
burial-places must be numbered, and such numbers entered in a 
book, which must contain the names and descriptions of the several 
persons to whom the exclusive right of burial in any such place of 
burial has been granted by the company ; and no place of burial, 
with exclusive right of burial therein, may be made in the cemetery 
without the same being marked out in such plan, and a correspond- 
ing entry made in the book. The plan and book are to be kept by 
the clerk of the company (n) 

1099. The grant of the exclusive right of burial iii any part of the 
cemetery, either in perpetuity or for a limited time, and of the right 
of one or more burials therein, or of placing therein any monument, 
tablet, or gravestone, may be made in the form scheduled to the Act 
of 1847, or to the like effect, and where the company are not incor- 
porated it may be executed by the company or any two or more of 
them (o). 

1100. A register of all such grants is to be kept by the clerk to the 
company, and within fourteen days after the date of any such grant 
an entry or memorial of the date thereof and of the parties thereto, 
and also of the consideration for such grant, and also a proper 
description of the ground described in such grant, so as the situation 
thereof may be ascertained, is to be made by the clerk in such 
register. The register may be perused at all reasonable times by 
any grantee or assignee of any right conveyed in such grant upon 
{)ayment of the proscribed sum, or if no sum be prescribed, one 
sl)illing, to the clerk of the company (p). 

1101. The exclusive right of burial in any such place of burial is, 
whether granted in perpetuity or for a limited time, to be considered 

(/) Ss. 40— -61 of tli6 Oemoteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 1 1 Viet. c. 65), are 
headed “ With respect to exclusive Rights of Ruiial, and Monumental Inscrip- 
tions, in the Cemetery,” 

( to ) Ibid^t »• 40 . 

(w) Ihid., s. 41. 

(o) lUd^y B, 43, and Schedule, For form of grant, see Encvclopapdia of 
Forma, VoL lit, p. 149, * v ^ ^ 

IVd., s, 4$, 
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&s the personal estate of the grantee, and may be assigned iii liis 
lifetime or bequeathed by his will (q). 

Every such assignment made in the lifetime of tlie assignor is to 
be by deed duly stamped, in wliich the consideration is to be duly 
set forth, and may be in the form scheduled to the Act of 1847, or 
to the like effect (r). 

The assignment is within six months after the execution thereof 
if executed in Great Britain or Ireland, or within six montlis after 
the arrival thereof in Great Britain or Ireland it executed elsewhere, 
to be produced to the clerk of the company, and an entry or 
memorial of such assignment is to be made in the register by 
the clerk of the company, in the same manner as that of the 
original grant ; and until such entry or memorial, no riglit of 
burial is acquired under any such memorial (s). 

An entry or memorial of the probate of every will by which the 
exclusive right of burial within the cemetery is beqneatlied, and, in 
case tliero be any specific disposition of such exclusive right of 
burial in the will, an entry of such disposition, is witliin six 
months after the probate of the will to be made in the rf^gisfcer, in 
the same manner as that of the original grant; and until such 
entry, no right of exclusive burial is acquired under the will (t). 

For every entry or memorial of a grant, assignment, or probate 
as above mentioned there is payable to the clerk of the company 
such sum as the company think fit not exceeding the prescribed 
sum, or if no sum be prescribed, the sum of two shillings and 
sixpence (a). 

1102. No body may be buried in any place wherein the exclusive 
right of burial has been granted by the company, except with the 
consent of the owner for the time being of such exclusive right of 
burial (/>). 

1103. No such grant as has been mentioned gives the right to 
bury within the consecrated part of the cemetery the body of any 
person not entitled to be buried in consecrated ground according 
to the rites and usage of the Established Church, or to place 
any monument, gravestone, tablet, or monumental inscription 
respecting any such body within the consecrated part of the 
cemetery (r). 


(g) CemeterieR Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 44. If the grant 
be made to the grantee and his heirs, it is doubtful whether this section would 
have any operation. Semhle the right would bo exercisable according to the 
terms of the grant {Matthewa v. Jeffery (1880), 6 Q. B. D. 290). 

(r) Oemhtenes Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 V^t. c. 65), s, 46, and Schedule. 
For form of assignment, see Encyclopaedia of Forms, Vol. III., p. 146. 

[s) Tbid,j B. 46. Semhie, the last word of this provision shouLi be ‘‘assign- 
ment,*’ not “memorial,” to carry out the obvious intention of the section. 

(Q Ihid,, a. 47. 

(a) Ibid., ss, 43, 46, 47. The case of a gi-antee dying intestate does not upi»ear 
to have been considered. If in such a case there were numerous next of kin, 
considerable difficulty would arise as to who was the “ owner” undor e. 43. 

(h) s. 4vS. • • 

(c) Ibid., B. 49. , 


5^1 
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ll64. llie company may take down and remove any gravestone, 
monument, tablet, or monumental inscription which has been placed 
within the cemetery without their authority (d), 

1105. The bishop of the diocese in which the cemetery is situated 
and all persons acting under his authority have the same right 
and power to object to the placing, and to procure the removal, 
of any monumental inscription within the consecrated part of, the 
cemetery as he by law has to object to or pi-ocure the removal of 
any monumental inscription in any church or chapel of the Estab- 
lished Church, or the burial ground belonging to such church or 
chapel, or any other consecrated ground (<?). 

Sect. 6. — Payments to Incumbents and Parish Clerks [f). 

1106. The company are, on the burial of every body within the 
consecrated part of the cemetery, to pay to the incumbent for the 
time being of the parish or ecclesiastical district from which the 
body lias been removed for burial such sums, if any, as are 
prescribed for the purpose in the special Act (f/). 

Detailed provisions are made reciuiring the company to keep 
records to enable the amounts due to the several incumbents to be 
ascertained; requiring that such records shall be open to inspection 
by such incumbents; requiring tlie company on demand to furnish 
half-yearly accounts of the sums due to such incumbents; providing 
for the payment of the sums due half-yearly, on or wnthin one 
month after March 25 and September 29, in each case to the 
person who was incumbent on March 25 or September 29 or his 
representatives ; rendering the amounts so payable recoverable by 
action ; and providing that an incumbent or the representatives of 
an incumbent receiving sums that accrued during a preceding 
incumbency shall account for the sums that so accrued to the 
preceding incumbent or liis rejiresentatives (//). 

1107. The company are on the burial of every body in tbe 
consecrated part of the cemetery, except where the body is buried 

(r/) Ceinoterios Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 66), s. 50. But they may not 
remove a monument the erection of which they have authorised on the ground that 
it has not been paid for {Sims v. London Necropolis Co, (1885), 1 T. L, B. 584). 

(e) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 61. As to the 
iuriwlictioii of the ordinary over inscriptions in churchos and churchyards, see 
p. 418, ante, 

(/) Ss. 52 — 57 of the Act are headed “With respect to Payments to Incumbents 
of Parishes or Ecclesiastical Districts, and to Parish Clerks*” 

(g) Ibid,, 8. 52, This section and ss. 68 — 57 are inapplicable in the case of 
A cemetery under the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Viet. o. 
31), us no puymeints to incumbents or parish clerks are prescribed by that Act. 
As to the fees payable to incumlfents for services rendered in such cemeteries, see 
jpp, 479, 480, 510, a7ite. Where there is a provision in a special Cemetery Act 
for the payment of a fee to tlie incumbent of the parish or ecclesiastictil district 
from, which a body has been removed for burial in the cemetery, the incumbent 
of an eitfcl^iastical district constituted after the passing of such Act has been 
held ensiled, to the fee to the exclusion of the incumbent of the mother parish 
{Faugha^ V. South MetrftpoHian Vmeiery Co» (I860), 1 John. & H. 256; Bowyer 
V. Stantial 3 Ex. D. 315, C. A.). c ^ 

' (A) Clauses Act, 1847 (10 A 11 Viet, c. 65), ss. 53—56. See 
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at the expense of any parish, or ecclesiastical district, or union of 
parishes for the relief of the poor, to pay to the parish clerk of the 
parish or ecclesiastical district from which such body has been 
removed for burial, if he held the oflSce of parish clerk of such 
parish or ecclesiastical district at ihef time of the passinp; of the 
special Act, such sum, if any, as is prescribed for that purpose in 
the special Act(i). 

Sect. 7. — Protection of the Cemetery, 

1108. Every person who wilfully destroys or injures any building, 
wall, or fence, belonging to the cemetery, or destroys or injures any 
tree or plant therein, or who daubs or disfiguree any wall thereof, or 
puts up any bill therein or on any wall thereof, or wilfully destroys, 
injures, or defaces any monument, tablet, inscription, or grave- 
stone within the cemetery, or does any other wilful damage therein, 
and every person who plays at any game or sport, or discharges 
firearms, save at a military funeral, in the cemetery, or who wilfully 
and unlawfully disturbs any persons assembled in the cemetery for 
the purpose of burying any body therein, or who commits any 
nuisance in the cemetery, is liable to a penalty not exceeding 
which is payable to the company (Jc), 

Sect. 8. — Accounts, 

1109. The company. are every year to cause an account to l)e 
prepared showing the total receipt and expenditure of all moneys 
levied by virtue of the Act of 1817 or the special Act for the year 
ending December 31, or some other convenient day in each year, under 
the several distinct heads of receipt and expenditure, with a state- 
ment of the balance of such account certified by the chairman of 
the company and duly audited, and are to send a copy of the same, 
free of charge, to the clerk of the peace for the county in which the 
cemetery is situated on or before the expiration of one month from 
the day on which the account ends. The account is to be open to 
public inspection on payment of one shilling for every inspection. 
If the company omit to prepare or send such an account as above 
stated, they are liable to a penalty of £20(0. 

Sect. 9. — liecoveiy of PcTialties, Damages etc, 

1110. Penalties under the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847, for the 
recovery of which no. other provision is made, are recoverable in a 

(?) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1 847 (1 0 & 1 1 Viet c. 65), s. 57. Heo note (//), p. 522, 
ante, ^ 

(k) Jhid,^ sa. 68, 59. These sections, which are headed “ With respect to the 
Protactionof the Cemetery, ’"are incorporate with the Burial Act, 1862 (15 & 16 
Viet c. 85) (see s. 40), and apjdy aooordingl;f to burial grounds under the 
Burial Acts as well as to cemeteries to which the Act of 1847 applies generally. 
As tp the recovery of the penalties and of compensation for damage done to 
property of the company by the offender, and as to the summary arrest of the 
offender, see infra, 

(Q Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 66), s. 60. IShe section, which 
is neaded “With I’espect to the Accounts to be kept by the Company,” would 
appear to apply, ifnutat^ vimtandU^ to a local authority maintaining a* cemetery, 
under tibe iKblic Healw (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 ^ 43 Viet. c. 31), as tWe 
^ no enactment to the contrary. As to the recovery of the penalty /see ikf ra. 
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Sect, 9. summary way (m ) ; and any officer or agent of the company and 
Recovery oC all persons called by him to his assistance may seize and detain 
Penalties, any person who has committed an offence against the Act jof 1847 
Damas^es or the special Act, and whose, name and residence are unknown to 
such officer or agent, and convey him with all convenient despatch 
before a justice («)• 

Publication of UU. The company must publish the short particulars of the 
several offences for which any penalty is imposed by the Act of 
0 cnees. or the special Act, or by any bye-law of the company affecting 

other persons than the shareholders, officers, or servants of the ^ 
company, and of the amount of every such penaltj^ and must cause 
such particulars to be painted on a board or printed upon paper and 
pasted thereon, and must cause such board to be hung up or affixed 
on some conspicuous part of the principal place of business of the 

(?») The provisions of the Railwiiys Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Vict. c. ‘20), with iL'Spoct to the recoveiy of damages not specially jirovidod for 
and of penalties, and to thodotorniiDation of any other matter roferi od to justices, 
are incorporated with the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 05), 
and t)io s]>eciJil Act by s. 02 of the Act of 1847. The provisions of the Act of 
1845 in question aie contained in ss. 140 — 161 of that Act, of which t.s. l-JO, 147, 
151, loo, 161, and in part ss. 145, 150, 158, and 157, have been repealed as being 
superseded by provisions in tbe Nummary Jurisdiction Acts or otherwise obsolete 
(Statute Law Itevision Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 66), s. 1 and Schedule ; Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Vict. c. 43), s. 4 and Schedule; Statute 
J^aw Revision Act, 1892 (55 & 56 Vict. c. 19), s. 1 and Schedule). Under the 
uuiepcaled sections (as to which see title Mauistuatem) compensation etc,, for 
the determination and recovery of whi(*,h no other provision is made, is assess- 
able, and, subject to the provisions of the Summary Jurisdiction Acts as to 
the recovery of civil debts (see Kfut London Waterworks Co. v. Charles, [1894] 

2 Q. B. 730; R. v. Kerswill, [1895] 1 Q. 13. 1), retxjvonible, before two justices, 
subject to an appeal to quarter sessions; and penalties are recoverable befoie 
two justices, subject, again, to an appeal to quarter sessions. The Cemeteries 
Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 65), s, 64, however, expressly enables a 
iriagistrate, having by law authority to act alone in lieu of two justices, so to 
act for the purposes of that Act. 

There is some doubt as to the applicability of these provisions in the case of 
a cemetery under the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 31), 
for the provisions are many of them expressed to applj'^ only where other pro- 
vision 18 not made by the special Act or enactments incorporated therewith ; 
and such other piovision might be regarded as made in the case of a cemetery 
uudei’ the Act of 1879 by the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55), 
with which that Act is incorporated. Again, e. 6 of the Public Health Acts 
Amendment Act, 1907 (7 Edw. 7, c. 53), might be conscrued as substituting to 
eomo extent at least tho provisions of the Act of 1875 for those of the Act of 
1845. Moreover, the provision ins. 316 of the Act of 1875 that all penalties 
incurred under the t)rovi6ions of ^iny Act incorporated with that Act shall be 
recovered and applied in the same way as penalties incurred uiidev that Act 
may perhaps apply to penalties, under the Act of 1847 os incorporated with the 
Act of 1679. As to tho recovery of penalties under the Act of 1875, see ss. 251, 
253, and 254 of that Act, and title Public Hisaltu sto. 

(ti.) Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 20), s. 154, as 
iDcori>orated with the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict, c. 65). The 
section provides that “ such justice shall proceed with all convenient despatch 
to the heading and determining of the complaint against such offender.’* The 
justice cannot, however, it seems, act alone, unless ^indeed such justice may 
be said to feave “by law,** i.c. by this section, authority* to act in lieu of two 
as i^FOoeedings under the Act ai’O required to be before two justices, 
fees not© (w)T *upr 0 
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company ; and where any such penalties are of local application 
must cause such board to be aflixcd in some conspicuous place in 
the immediate neighbourhood to which such penalties are applicable 
or have* reference ; and such particulars are to be rene\Yed as often 
as the same or any part thereof is v^bliteraled or destroyed, and 
no such penalty is recoverable unless it has been published and 
kept published as thus required (o). Penalties recoverable in a 
summary way are imposed on persons pulling down or injuring 
such notice boards or obliterating the matter tlieieon (p). 

• 

Sect. 10. — J\1 iscclla n co us , 

1112. Provision is made securing, under penalties, that copies of 
the special Act shall be kept at the office of the company and at 
tlie office of the clerk of the peace, and persons interested are given 
rights to inspect such copies (7). 

1113. Nothing in the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1817, is to be 
deemed to exempt the company from any general Act relating to 
burials in towns oi’ i)0|)ulous places passed in the same session of 
Parliament in which the special Act is passed or in any future 
session (r). 


Part X.— Closed and Disused Burial 
Grounds. 

Sect, 1. — Closing of Burial Grounds and Prohibitions against 
opening }iew Burial Grounds. 

1114 . No new burial ground or cemetery, parochial or non- 
parochial, may be provided and used in the nietro])olis or wdlhin 
two miles of any part tliereof without the previous approval of the 
Local Government Board («). 

Elsewhere the opening of any new burial ground in any city or 
town or within any other limits without the previous approval of 
the Local Government Board may be prohibited by Order in 
Council ; and where such an Order has been made no new burial 
ground or cemetery, parochial or non-parochial, may be provided 
and used in such city or town or within such limits without such 
previous approval (0- 

( 0 ) Railways Clauses Cousolidiilion Act, (8 & y Vict. c. 20), s. H3. Sue 
note 524, aide. 

(p) Ibid., 8. 144. 

Iq) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet, c. Go), ss. 66, 67. 

(r) Ibid,, 8. 68. 

(4 Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. So), s. 9, as amended by the substitution 
of the Local Government Board for a Sci-retary of State by the Ruiial Act, 
1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), s. 4 and Schod. I. As to tlie meaning of “ metro- 
polis** for the purposes of the Burial Acts, see pp. 446, 446, ante. 

(<) Burial Act, fl6 & 17 Viet. c. 134), ss. 1, 6, as amended by the euj>* 
Btitution of the Tjocal Government Board for a Secretary of State by the 
Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet. c. 15), b, 4 and Sched. 1* 
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An addition to an existing burial ground is a '‘new burial ground” 
within the above prohibitions ; but the approval of the Local 
Government Board is not essential to the validity of a contract 
^tered into by a burial authority for the purchase of land for a 
burial ground within an area to which such a prohibition extends, 
for the mere piu^chase of the land is not in itself the "provision *’ 
of a burial ground (a). 

1116 . Subject to certain exceptions {h\ an Order in Council 
may be made ordering that, after a time mentioned in the Order, 
burials in any fiart or parts of the metropolis, or in any city or 
town outside the metropolis, or within any other limits outside 
the metropolis, or in'any burial grounds or places of burial (either 
within or without the metropolis) shall be discontinued wholly 
or subject to any exceptions or qualifications mentioned in the 
Order (c). 

It is unlawful after the time mentioned in an Order in Council 
for the difecontinuance of burials to bury the dead in any church, 
chapel, churchward, or buiial-jdace, or elsewhere, within the 
limits to whicli the Order extends, or in tlic burial grounds or 
places of burial (as the case may be) in which burials have by the 
Order been ordered to be discontinued, except as by statute or in 
the Order excepted. Every person who buries or acts or assists in 
the burial of any body contrary to this provision is guilty of a 
misdemeanour (d), and is also liable to a penalty on summary 
conviction (e) . 

It is, however, not forbidden to deposit an urn containing the 
ashes ot a ciomated body in a church in which burials have been 
ordeied to be discontinued, and in a prope]- case a faculty may be 
obtained for that purpose (/). 

1116 . After the time from which burials in any place of burial of 
any parish in the metropolis are required by Order in Council to be 
discontinued, the body of any parishioner or inhabitant of that 
parish may not be buried in any burial ground in the metropolis 
belonging to any other metropolitan parish save where the body of 
any ot the family or relatives ot the deceased has been buried there, 
and the relatives or other persons having the care and direction of 
the funeral signify a desire on that account that the deceased should 
also be buried there (euch burial ground not being closed for burials 
under the burial Acts). Any person having the care or control of 

(a) Ward v. Portsmouth Oorporafm7i, [1898] 2 Oh. 191, C. A., approved in lie 

Poawoiih and Gravesend Corporntmi^ £1905] 2 K. B. 426, 0, A,, per CoLLlNS, M.li., 
atp. 4J4. ^ 

(b) See pp. 527 U sfq., posU , 

(c) Buiiol Act. 1852 (16 & 16 Yict. c. 86), s. 2 ; Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet* c. 134), 8. 1. The sections apply to the metropolis and to the rest of the 
counfjy respectively. The Act of 1853 (except ss. 7 and 8 thereof) is declared 
mapriicafale to the metropolis by s. 9. As to the meaning of the metropolis ” 
for the purposes of the Burial Acts, see pp. 445, 446, ante, 

(d) Burial Act, 1852 (16 & 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 4 ; Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet, c, 134), e. 3. 

m Burial Acfc 1865 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), «. 3* 

If) At Kerr, [im]V. 284. 
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any burial ground who knowingly authorises or permits a burial ®bcit. u 
therein contrary to this provision is guilty of a misdemeanour {g). Closin^of 

1117., The making of an Order in Council for the discontinuaiKj^ Grounds 
of burials, or prohibiting the opening of new burial grounds, fs • etc. 
authorised only upon the representation of the Local Government ^ 

Board (/i) that, for the protection of the public health, burials in tion*^by Lwai 
any part or parts of the metropolis or in any city or town etc. (Hovernment 
outside the metropolis or in any burial grounds or places of burial 
should be discontinued, or that the opening of^any new burial 
ground in any city or town etc. should be prohil*ited, as the case 
may be. 

Notice of the representation and of the fime when it will be Notice of 
taken into consideration by the Privy Council is to be published 
in the London Gazette , and affixed on the doors of the churches or ^ 
chapels of the parishes in which any burial grounds or places of 
burial affected by the representation are situate, or on some other 
conspicuous places within the parishes (or, in the case of the 
metropolis, the part or parts of the metropolis) affected by the 
representation, one month at least before the representation is so 
considered ; and no such representation is to bo made in relation 
to the burial ground of any parish until ten days* previous notice 
of the intention to make such representation has been given in the 
case of a metropolitan parish to the incumbent and the vestry 
clerk of the parish, or in the case of a parish outside the metropolis 
to the incumbent and vestry clerk or churchwardens of the parish (?). 

1118. Orders in Council may from time to time be made postponing 
the time appointed by any Order in Council for the discontinuance 
of burials, or otherwise varying any Order in Council made under 
the Burial Acts, whether the time thereby appointed for the dis- 
continuance of burials thereunder or other operation of such Order 
may or may not have arrived {k). 

1119. The provisions above referred to do not extend to prevent St. Paul’s 
the interment in St- Paul's Cathedral or in Westminster Abbey of ^thedrai ana 
the body of any person where a written permit under the royal 

sign manual is granted for such interment (1). \ 

No such Order in Council as has been mentioned is to be Burial 
deemed to extend to any burial ground (either within or without 
the metropolis) of the people called Quakers, or of the persons of 
the Jewish persuasion, used solely for the burial of the bodies of 
such people and persons respectively, unless the same be expressly 


Postponement 
and vaiiatiou 
of Oidei, 


(g) Bui}^ Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Tict. c. 85), a, 5. As to the meaning of the 
** metropolis ** for the purposes of the Burial Acts, see pp. 445, 446, ante, 

(A) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & di Vict. 
c. 15)« B. 4 and Sohed. 1. 

(0 Burial Act, 1852 (15 A 16 Viot. c. 85), s. 2; Burial Act, 1853 (10 & 17 
Vict. c. 134), s. 1. Whether the provisions as to notice to the churchwardens 
are affected by the transfer of the civil functions of churchwardens by and 
under the LocAl Government Act, 1894 (56 A 67 Vict, o. 73), s, 6 (1) (b) 
see 8. 33), is uncertain. . — ^ 

(Jk) Burial Act, 1855 (fs A 19 Vict. c. 128), s. 1. W 

0 Burial Act, 1852 (15 A 16 Viot. a. 85), s. 
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mentioned in such Order ; and nothing in the Burial Acts is to 
prevent the burial in any such burial gi oiind in wliieli for the lime 
.being interment is not required to bo discontinued of the bodies of 
people and persons respectively. a 

' No such Order in Council js to be deemed to extend to any non- 
parochial burial ground being the property of a private person, 
unless the same be exj)ressly mentioned in the Order (m). 

Where an exclusive right of burial in a part of land given 
under the Consecration of Clinrchj^ards Act, 1867, for addition to 
a consecralod churchyard has, in pursuajice of that Act, been 
reserved to the donor, such part may not he included in any Order 
in Council for closing the churchyard to which it belongs, but it 
may be closed under *a separate Oi'der founded on a special report 
that the ground is in such a state as to render further interments 
therein prejudicial to the public 00- 

The provisions above mentioiied do not authorise an Order 
in Council to be made for the discontiniuince of burials in any 
of the cemeteries mentioned in Bched. B to the Burial Act, 1852, 
or in any cemetery established under a sj)ccial A(;t of Parliament, 
or in any burial ground or cemetery provided with the approval of 
a Secretary of State or of the Local Government Board, as the case 
may be, under the Burial Acts (o). 


Licence to 1120. Where by virtue of any faculty legally granted, or by usage 
of or otherwise, there was at the passing of the Burial Act, 1852, or 

church*etc, Burial Act, 1853, as the case may be, any right of interment in 

or under any church or chapel affected by an Order in Council 
under the Burial Acts, or in any vault of any such church or 
chapel, or of any churchyard or burial ground affected by such an 
Order in Council, and wliere any exclusive right of interment in any 
such burial ground had been purchased or acquired before the passing 
of such Act, the Local Government Board may, on being satisfied 
that the exercise of the right will not be injurious to health, grant 
a licence for the exercise of such right, subject to such con- 
ditions and restrictions as they may think fit ; but there are 
provisions preventing such licence from operating to enlarge the 
right (p). The owners in fee of a closed burial ground have no 


(w) Buiial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Yict. c. 85), b. 3 ; Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet. c. 134), 8. 2. 

(?i) Oonseoration of Churebyarde Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133), s. 11; and 
Bee pp. 441, 442, ante. * 

(o) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), s. 7; Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Viet. c. 134), 3. 6, as amended by the substitution of the Local Government 
Board for a Seci etary of State by t^e Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet, o. 15), s. 4 
and Sched. L The saving in s. 7 of the Act of 1852 refers to the cemetenos 
mentioned in Sched. B to the Act, most of which were established by special 
Acts ; that in s. 5 of the Act of 1^53 refers to “ any cemetery established under 
the autliority of any Act of Parliament.*’ The last-cited words were held in 
R. V, MancheMer Justices (1855), 5 E. & B. 702, to be confined to cemeteries 
establidied under special Acts. The saving for cemeteries provided with the 
sanction of a Secretary of State (now the liocal Government Board) is expressed 
in each section as applying to cemeteries to be “ hereafter *' provided with such 
BE^ction. 

#p) Burial Act, 1852 (15 k 16 Viet. c. 85), s. (>; Buriel Act, 1853 (16 & 17 
Cn 134)^ s. 4, amended by the substitution of the Local Government 
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right t(5 interfere with any vaults in which such a right of burial ' 
may possibly be exercised or to do any act by which tlie exercise of 
such right in the future may bo ju'evented (q), 

112V As an Order in Council closing a burial ground may J^) 
varied by a subsequent Order (r),it follows that such an Order, however" 
absolute in terms, does not extinguish, but merely suspends, any 
trusts upon which the land is hold for a burial ground (s). Nor is 
the property in a burial ground so closed altered by the Order, and 
if any part of such ground is acquired under the Lands Clauses 
Acts, and the purchase-money is paid into couut in accordance 
with those Acts, the court will order payment of the dividends 
accruing to the persons who, but for the Orc^er, would be entitled 
to the burial fees (t). The assessment of the purchase-money in 
such a case must 1 )q based upon the bare value of the land as a 
closed burial ground, and not upon any augmentation of value by 
reason of the secularisation of the land (a). 

1122. Where an Order in Council has been issued for the dis- 
continuance of burials in any churchyard or burial ground, the 
burial board (or authority having the powers of a burial board) or 
(subject to what is said below) the churchwardens, as the case may 
be, are to maintain such churchyard or burial ground of any parish 
in decent order, and to do the necessary re[)air of the walls and 
other fences thereof ; and tlie costs and expenses are to be repaid by 
the overseers upon the certilicate of the burial board (or authority 
having the powers of a burial board) or (subject to what is said 
below) of the churchwardens, as the case may be, out of the poor 
rate of the parish or place in which such churchyard or burial 
ground is situate, unless there is some other fund legally chargeable 
with such costs and expenses (b). 

In a rural parish having a parish council, however, if and as 
soon as the churchwardens issue a certificate in order to obtain 
repayment of their expenses out of the poor rate, their obligations' 
in the matter pass to the parish council (c) ; and the provisions in 
this behalf may be applied, vmtatis mutandis, to a rural parish not 

Board for a Secretary of State by the Burial Act, 1900 (G3 & 64 Viet. c. IJ), 
s. 4 ai)d Sched. I. 

{(j) Moreland v. Richardson (1857), 24 Beav. 36. 

(r) Under the Burial Act, 185d (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), b. 1 ; and see p. 627, ante, 
(fi) Re St. Pancraa Burial-ground (18G6), L. E. 3 Eq. 173. 

(^) Aa being, within s. 70 of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845 (8 & 9 
Viet. c. 18), the party who would for the time being have been entitled to the 
rents and profits of the land {Re SU Pancras Burial-ground, eupra ; Vmnphell 
V. Liverpool Corporation (1870), L. R. 9 Eq. 579; Ex parte Liverpool (Rector) 
(1870), L. E. 11 Eq, 15; Ex parte St. Meutin^a, Birminghaiii {Rector) (1870), 
L. H. 11 23); and see title Compulsory Purcijase and Compensation. 

(o) Steomng v. Metropolitan Board of (1870), L. R. 6 Q. B, 37. 

(h) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. o. 128), s. 18; R. v. St. Mary, Islington, 
Vestry (1890), 25 Q, B. D, 523, where a vestry (in whom the functions of 
overseers were vested by a local Act) authorised certain repairs to a closf*d 
churchyard, and one of the churchwardens, having entered into contracts by 
which he made himself personally responsible for the expense, wrote to the 
vestry asking for the necessary money before the work was begun, and it was 
held that the vestry were liable to pay the money, and that the letter 
sufficient “ certificate?^* W 

(c) Local Goverumeut Act, 1894 (60 & 57 Viet. o. 73), s. 6 (1) (b)* 
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having; ft parish council by an order of the county council conferring 
the powfers of a parish council in the matter on the parish meet- 
• ing (d), or to an urban parish or a parish in the county of London, 
■* 1 ^ an order of the Local Government Board conferring such* powers 
on the urban authority or some other representative body, or on 
the metropolitan borough council, as the case may bo (^). 

In the case of a churchyard the obligation in question falls on 
the churchwardens or parish council etc. as successors of the 
chill chunrclens, notwithstanding that the churchyard is within the 
area of a burial board or authority with the powers of a burial 
board, and the exjiensea are payable out of the poor rate of the 
parish in which the ghurcliyard is locally situate, notwithstanding 
that it may be the chiirchyaid of some other parish (/). 

The obligation does not extend to a private burial ground ig). 

U23. An urban authority confitifcuttd a burial board may repair 
and uphold the fences surrounding any burial ground which has 
been discontinued as such in their jurisdiction, or take down 
sucli fences and substitute others in lieu theieof. They are required 
to take the necessary steps for preventing the deseciation of such 
burial ground and placing it in a proper sanitary condition, and 
may maKe bye-laws (subject to the provisions of the Public Health 
Act, 1875(h)) tor the preservation and regulation of all biiiial 
grounds within their jurisdiction. 

'riieir evpenses in the matter may be defi*ajed out of any rates 
authorised to be levied by any urban autlioiity constituted a buiial 
board (?). 

1124. When luiconsecrated land or buildings is or are vested in 
trustees, under a local Act or otherwise, for the purposes of a cemeteiy 
or burial ground, and burials in the cemetery or burial ground are, 
by Order in Council under the Burial Acts, ordered to be wholly or 
partially discontinued, the trustees are empowered, with the sanction 
of the Local Government Board (j), to lease or sell any part of the 
cemetery or burial ground in which no interment has taken place. 

If tbe property was held in trust for a parish the proceeds are 
applicable, after discharging incumbrances and any debts properly 


Ul) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), a. 19 (10). 

(e) See tbid,, s. 33; London Govenimeut Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vict. o. H), 
a. 16 (1) (c). 

(/) Y, Bishop Wearmouth Burial Board (1879), 6 U. B. D. 67, where it waa 
also held that consecrated ground provided (otherwise than by a burial authority) 
lor a parochial burial ground is a churchyard for the purpose of s. 18 of the 
Bmial Act, 1855 (18 19 Yict. c. 128), although situate at a distance from the 

chuich. In the case of a burial gremnd declared by or under the Church Build* 
ing Acts to be part of the parish for which it is provided, ^ou^h locally beyond 
the conhuos thereof (see p. 440, axite), special questions may ar^ as to the rates 
applicable to its maintenance when closed. 

h) B* V. St John, Weatffate, Burial Board (1862), 2 B. & S. 703. 

(A) 38 & 39 Vict. 0. 65. See ss. 182-^186. 

(t) hoed Government Act, 1858, Amendment Act, 1861 (24 & 25 Vict. o. 61), 
21, w>.eiiacted in Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. o. 65), Sohed. V., 
Part 111. A« to the ways in which uiban authontics may be constituted burial 
baards, see pp. 484, et srg,, autf. « 

^) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Burial Aht, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict* 
0, Id), a. 4 and Sohed. L, 
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incurred by the trustees in their fiduciary capacity, for the benefii; of 
the parish as the vestry direct (fc). If the property was held in trust 
for private persons, the proceeds are, after the discharge of incum- 
braiices*etc., to be distributed among the cestuis que tnistent (/). 

1125 . The vestry, or body with the’ powers for this purpose of 
the vestry (?n), of any parish in which a burial ground closed by 
Order in Council, and not belonging to the parish, is situate, may, 
by resolution at a meeting called for the purpose, purchase the 
same; and such burial ground will theieafter belong to the parish, 
subject to all conditions affecting the burial grounds of that parish (71). 

1126 . Where a burial ground in which inteiynent is discontinued 
under the Burial Acts belongs to a parish other than that in which 
it is locally situate the incumbent and churchwardens of the former 
parish may, with the consent of the vestry, or j^ersons possessing 
the powers of vestry for ecclesiastical purposes of or in such parish, 
and of the bishop, convey any chapel belonging to such parish 
situate in or attached to such burial ground, and the site thereof, 
to trustees named by tlie incumbent and churchwai dens of the 
palish within which the same is situate, with the consent of the 
vestry, or persons possessing the poAvers of vestry of or in such 
parish for ecclesiastical puiposes, and of the bishop, upon such 
trusts and subject to such conditions for and on behalf of the 
last-mentioned i)arish, and with such provision tor the app(>inf/- 
ment of new trustees, as to the bishop may seem proper. Such 
conveyance is effectual to pass all the estate and interest vested in 


fjfc) Subject to the exception cicated by the Local Government Act, 1894 (06 
& 67 Vict. c. 73), 8. 7 (3), and to exceptions immaterial with refeience to tho Biiiial 
Acte, the civil functions of the vestry of a rural parish are now vested by ss. 6 (1 ) (a) 
and i 9 (4) of the Act of 1894 in the parish council, or, if there is no parish council, 
in the pansh meeting. The iiowers of the vestry which in a luial paiish aie 
vested in the parish council may, m the case of an urban parish, be vested in the 
urban authority or in some other representative body by oidei of the Local 
Government Board under s 33 of the Act of 1 894. In London polishes other than 
the City the civil functions of the vestry aie now vested in the metropobtan 
boi ough councils under the London Government Act, 1899 ((>2 & 63 Vict c. 1 4) , s 4 . 

(/) Buiial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 81), s. 24. The section is very elaboiate; 
its main piovisions only are stated in the text. The power of the vestry under 
this section to direct the application of such rents 01 pioceeds is not “ a powei 
of tho vestiy which relates to the affairs ol the church” nor “ au interest of the 
vestiy in churdi property within the London Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 
Vict. c. 14), 8. 23, and suc'h power was therefore transferred from tho vestij^ to 
tbs metropolitan borough council, to whom its general poi^ors and duties were, 
under %h%d», s. 4, transferred ( Wistmimter Corporaiim v. St, Hamwer 

Sq^iarf {Bector), 281x1 June, 1908, Warrington, J., not yet reported, but noted 
(1908) 72 J. P. Jo. 316, where it was assumed that tho word “parish ” in the 
sect ion. meant a parish according to the interpietaiion of that teim in the Burial 
Act, 1862 (16 & 16 Vict. a 86), a. 62 (as to which see p. 448, a««j'), and would not, 
thetefore, include a new or district pariah, or a district not coinciding with a parish). 

(wi) See note (A;), mpra, 

in) Burial Act, 1867 (20 & 21 Vict. c. 81), s, 8. There appears to be nothing 
to authorise expenditure out ol the rates on a purchase under the section , nor 
is any provision made as to the persons to whom the conveyiuaoe is to be made, 
though a vestry, being unlnoorporate, are incapable of tabng the legal estate 
in land. The latter £ffisulty might, however, probably be got over by taking 
the conveyance to iarustees, and is obviated where the functions of the vestvy 
bare beau transferred to a coipoxate body. 
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Riwt. 1. aay j^reotiB in trust or in behalf of the parish to which such 
ClosJng of chapel and site belong ; and after the execution of the cOnreyanco 
Bml^ all obligation on such last-mentioned parish or any trustees or 

Gro^a^ others on behalf thereof to repair such chapel, or to p'ay any 

stipend to the minister thereof, or otherwise in relation to or in 
connection with such chapel, ceases (o). 

SecT. 2. — Builditig tq>on Disused Burial Grounds. 

Prohibition 1127. The erection of any buildings upon a disused burial ground, 
against except for the purpose of enlarging a church, chapel, meoting- 

buiiduig. house, or other place of worsliip, is prohibited by statute (p), 

except where the bui'ial ground has been sold or disposed of under 
the authority of any Act of Parliament (q), or where a faculty 

(o) Biiriiil Act, l8o2 ^15 & 16 Viet. c. 85), 8. 51. No exp(3iitlitiii*Q out of the 
ratefl is authorised by tlie section, and, that being so, it seems that the powers 
of the vestry under it cau iu no case be powers in relation to any expense or 
rate within the provisions of s. 7 (3) of the Local Government Act. 1894 (06 & 57 
Viet. c. 73), referred to in note (/), p. 531, ante. Jf so, the powers of the vostrj'' 
under the section, being clearly for ecclesiastical purposes, are not alTectod by 
any of the enactments mentioned iu that nolo. 

(p) Disused Burial Grounds Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 72), s. 3. There is 
no statutory provision as to the consequences of breach of the prohibition, and 
A person contravening it is consequently liable to indictment for misdemeanour, 
or he may be restrained by injunction in an action by the Attornuy-Genoral. 
Jn Jioyce v. l^addingion Borough Council, [1903] 1 Ch. 109, BuCKLEY, J., held 
that where a building infringing the prohibition blocked the access of light to a 
house on adjoining land the owner of the house had, as a person specitilly 
damuged by the breach of the prohibition, a good cause of action against those 
erecting the building. On appeal ( [1903] 2 Ch. 55G) doubt was expressed as 
to the correctness of this holding, but decision of the point was evaded, as, after 
the case had been partly argued before the Court of Appeal, the Attornoy- 
Oeiieral was added as a plaintiff. The case ultimately went to the House of 
Jjords (suh vom. Paddington Corporation v. A.-G., [1906] A. C. 1), where it was 
held that there had been no contravention of the prohibition. See note (s), 
p. 533, post. 

In St. James the Less, Bethnal Green {Vicar) v. Parishioners, [1899] P. 55, ‘ 
the Consistory Court of London, notwithstanding the prohibition, granted a 
faculty, the grant of which was not opposed, for rebuilding and enlarging schools 
and a parish Inill on a disused buiial ground, holding that the work came within 
the saving with regard to the enlargement of a church, chapel, meeting-house, or 
other place of worship.,^ The decision in that cose was, however, in effect, over- 
ruled in London County Council v. Duudas, [1904] P. 1, where the Consistory 
Coui‘t of London refused to revoke, at the instance of the London County 
Council, a faculty issued for the erection on a disused burial ground of a hall 
for parochial purposes communicating with a church, together with vestrioa, 
lavatories, and a tochon, in substitution for existing smaller buildings, on the 
ground that the work authorised was, within the moaning of the section, the 
enlargement of the church ; baton appeal the Court of Arches, while holding 
that, as the faculty had been obtuiiTed without fraud and had not been api)caleJ 
against, it could not bo revoked, held that, in view of the section iMider con- 
sideration, the faculty was a nullity so far as the ball, lavatories, and kitchen 
were concerned. In lie St. Sepulchre, llolborn Viaduct (1903), 19 T. L. E. 723, 
the Consistoiy Court, following London County Council v. Dundae, supra, refused 
a faculty for the rebuilding, for the purposes of enlargement, of schools on a 
disused burial ground. As to the buildings prohibited by the section, see further 
note (^), p. 533, post. 

(7) Disused Burial Grounds Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 72), s. 5. In Re 
Sf. Saviour* i Bectory Trustees and Gyle:}' (188G), 31 Ch.*.IX 412, the trustees of a 
di^ised burial ground held by them under a private Aol of 1883, which gave 
them express power to seU or let the land for building, proposed to sell the land 
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for the erection of the building was obfcdrined before August 14, estoa?. 2 . 
1884 (r). 

For the purposes of the prohibition the expression building” ’ upon 
includes a temporary or movable building (b) ; and the expression Jtflsused 

disused burial ground ” means any burial ground, whetW conse- Burial 
crated or not, which has been at any time set apart for the purposes 
of interment, and is no longer used (t) for interments, whether or not Meaning of 
the ground ^has been partially or wholly closed for burials under “Mining” 
the provisions of any statute or Order in Council (i^), and whether 
or not the ground has been lawfully set apart as a burial ground (a), ground." 

The prohibition attaches to the whole of a site which has been site of 
set apart as a burial ground, whether it has ever been used for church, 
interments or not (h) ; but the site of a church which is palled 
down is not ground set apart for the purpose of interment,” 
although intramural interments have taken place in the church (c)* 

Sect. 3. — Conveyance and Utilisation of Burial Grounds 
for 0]}en Symces. 

1128. The owner {d) of any disused burial ground may convey the Conveyance 
burial giouiid to, or grant any term of years or other limited 

in 1885 for building purposes; but Bacon, V.-O., held that the piircbasor would 
bo precluded from building by the Act of 1884, apparently considering that the 
exception in b. o did not apply to a sale after the Act of 1884 under an earlier 
Act. In Re Ecdesi anti cal CommiBswnerB and New City of London Brewery 
Co., n895] 1 Ch. 702, however, North, J., held that a sale of a disused 
burial ground after the Act of 1884 under a scheme made pursuant to the 
Union of Benefices Act, 1860 (23 & 24 yict. c. 142), would be a sale under the 
authority of an Act of Parliament within the meaning of s. 6 of the Act 
of 1884, and that the purchavsers would consequently not be prevented by 
that Act from building on the land; and in A,^0. v. London Ihnochial 
Charities Trustees, [1896] 1 Ob. 641, Stirling, J., following the decision of 
North, J., in preference to that of Bacon, V.-O., held that, by reason of the 
saving in s. o, the Act of 1884 did not prohibit building on a portion of a 
disused burial ground acquired, after that Act, by a motTopolitan authority for 
street improvements under the Metropolitan Paving Act, 1817 (57 Get^. 3, 
c. xxix.), which was sold by that authority as superfluous land under that Act. 

(r) Disused Burial Grounds Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet. c. 72), s. 4. 

(fi) Open Spaces Act, 1887 (oO & 51 Viet. c. 32), s. 4, left un repealed for this 
purpose by the Open Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 25), s. 23 and Schedule. A 
band-stand is a building within the prohibition (A.-G. v. St. Pancras Vestry 
(1893), 69 L. T. 627) ; but a wall to separate the ground from a street, the inner 
side of which is so built as to form an arcade or covered way for the protection 
of frescoes on that side of the wall, is not such a building (St. Botolph, 

Aldersffate Without (Picar) v. Parisliioners^ [1900] P. 69), nor is a screen erected 
to prevent the ac<pii8ition of a right to light over the ground (Paddington 
Corporation v. A.-G., [1906] A. C. 1). Soe also note (p), p. 532, ante. 

if) The wovds "no longer used” here rriban no more than "not used” (He 
Pon 8 /ord*a 7 id Newport District School Boards [1894] 1 Ch. 454). 

(li) Disused Burial (Irounds Act, 1884 (47 a 48 Viot. c. 72), s. 2, as amended 
by provisions in the Open Spaces Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. o. 32), s. 4, left 
unrepealod by the Open Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw, 7, c. 25), s. 23 and Schedule, 

(a) ReBosworth and Gravesend Corporation^ [1905] 2 K. B. 426. 

(b) Re Pons/ord and Newport District School Boards supra ; Re Boswortk and 
Gravesend Gorporaiion, supra, 

(c) Re Ecclesiastical Commissioners and New City of London Brewery (7o„«tpra. 

(d) The Open Spaqps Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 25), the provisions of which as 
to burial grounds form the subject-mattor of the ensuing section, is a consolir 
dating Act repealing and replacing, with little alteration in substance, the Open 
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Sect. s. interest! therein to, or make any agreement with, any local authority 
Coi^veyance within the meaning of the Open Spaces Act, 1906 (<j), for the purpose 
etc. of • of giving the public access to the burial ground, and preserving the 
same as an open space accessible to the public and under the 
control of the local authority, -and for the purpose of improving and 
laying out the same (/). 

1129. A local authority within the meaning of the Open Spaces Act, 
1906, may, subject to the provisions of that Act, acquire by agree- 
ment and for valuable or nominal consideration by way of payment 

gross or of rent, or otherwise, or without any consideration, the 
freehold of, or any term of years or other limited estate or interest 
in, or any right or easement in or over, any burial ground, whether 
situate within the district of the local authority or not ; and may 
undertake the entire or partial care, management, and control of 
any burial ground, whether any interest in the soil is transferred 
to the local authority or not ; and for these purposes may make 
any agreement with any person or persons authorised by the Act 
or otherwise to convey or to agree with reference to any burial 
ground, or with any other persons interested therein (g). 

1130. A local authority who have acquired any estate or interest 
in or control over any burial ground under the Act are, subject to 

hoidTuS'^^ any conditions under which the estate, interest, or control was so 
ground. acquired, to hold and administer the burial ground in trust to 
allow, and with a view to, the enjoyment thereof by the public os 
an open space within the meaning of the Act (h), and under proper 
control and regulation, and for no other purpose, and are to maintain 
and keep the burial ground in a good and decent state. 


omm 
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for Open 
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Power* of 
local 

authorities. 


Purposes for 
which local 


Spaces Acts, 1877 to 1890 (40 & 41 Viet. c. 35; 44 & 45 Viet. c. 34 ; 60 & 51 
Viet. c. 32 ; 63 & 54 Viet. c. 15), as amended by s. 17 of the Commons Act, 1899 
(62 & 63 Viet, c, 30). In the Act of 1906, nuloss the context otherwise requires, 
"owner ” used in relation to a burial ground means the iierson in whom the 
freehold of the burial ground is vested, whether as appurtenant or incident to 
any benefice or cure of souls or otherwise; “burial ground** includes any 
churchyard, oemoteiy, or other ground, whether consocrated or not, which has 
been at any time set apart for the puiyose of interment; "disused burial 
ground*’ means any buiial ground whi^u is no longer used for interments, 
whether or not the ground has been partially or wholly closed for burials under 
the provisions of a statute or Order in Council ; “ open space ’* means any land, 
whether inclosed or not, on which there are no buildings or of which not more 
than one twentieth part is covered with buildings, and the whole or the 
remainder of which is laid out as a garden, or is used for purposes of recreation, 
or lies waste and unoccupied ; and “ teulding ** includes any temporaiy or mov- 
able building. The definitions of “disused burial ground” and “building” 
are practically the same as those dbtaining for the purposes of the Disused 
Burial Grounds^ Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet c. 72), as to which see p. 533, ante. 
Pdr other provisions of the Act, see title Open Spaces and Recbeation GROUNtis. 

(e) The following bodies are local authorities for.Jthe purposes of the Open 
Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 25): the council of any county, of any 
municipflJi or metropolitan borough, or of anj^ district ; the Common Council of 
the City Bondon ; and any parish council invested by order of the county 
council the powers of the Act, or vho had before the Act been invested by 
«ich an with the powers of the Acts thereby repealed (ibid. as. 1, 23 (b) ). 

(/) Ihid^ See note (d), p. 533, anU, «. ^ 

/5td.,'S« fv See note (d), p. 533, 

' Seat .P* onfe. 
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Part 5t.— C losed and Misused Purial GrounjiM, 

The local authority may inclose it or keep it inclosed with Siiot- 3. 
proper railings and gates, and may drain, level, lay out, turf, plant, Conveyance 
ornament, light, provide with seats, and otherwise improve it, and ‘ etc. of 
do all sUch works and things and employ such officers and servants 
as may be requisite for the above purposes, or any of them (i). 

The local authority, however, may not exercise any of the powers 
of management under the Act with reference to any consecrated 
burial ground unless and until they are authorised so to do by the 
licence or faculty of the bishop (A). 

The playing of any games or sports is not to be allowed in Games or 
the burial ground, except that in the case of a consecrated burial sports, 
ground the bishop by licence or faculty, and in the case of an 
unconsecrated ground the persons from whom the local authority 
have acquired the estate, interest, or control in or over the same, 
may expressly sanction any such use of the burial ground, and may 
specify any conditions as to the extent or nature of such use (/). 

1131 . In the case of any disused burial ground, at least three Removal of 
months before removing or changing the position of any tombstone tombstones, 
or monument, the local authority must (1) prepare a statement 
sufficiently describing by the name and date appearing thereon the 
tombstones and monuments standing or being in tho ground, and 
such other particulars as maybe necessary, and cause the statemeiiD 
to be deposited with their clerk, and to be open to inspection by all 
persons, and (2) insert an advertisement of the intention to remove 
or change the position of such tombstones and monuments three 
times at least in some newspaper circulating in the neighbour- 
hood, and by that advertisement give iiotico of the deposit of the 
above-mentioned statement and of the place at which, and the hours 
within which, it may be inspected, and (8) place a notice in terms 
similar to the advertisement on the door of tho church (if any) to 
which the burial ground is attached, and deliver or send by post 
a notice to any person known or believed by tho local authority to 
be a near relative of any person whose death is recorded on any 
such tombstone or monument (r/t). 

In the case of a consecrated ground, no tombstone or monu- Licence or 
ment may be removed, or its position changed, without a licence or fruity for 
faculty from the bishop, and no application for such licence or faculty ^n^crated**^ 
may be made until the expiration of one month at least after the ground, 
appearance of the last of the advertisements. But on an application 
for such a licence or faculty the bishop is at liberty to direct or 
sanction (n) the i*emoval or change of position of any tombstone or 
monument, if he is of opinion that reasonable steps have been taken 
to bring the intention to effect ^such removal or change of 
position* to the notice of some person Jaaving a family interest in 
the tombstone or monument (o). 

g Open Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, o. 25), s. 10. 

) Ibid., 8 . 11 (1). 

(1) Ibid., B. 11 (2). 

(m) Ibid., 8 . 11 (3). 

(7i) The words are, “ provided that on an application for a licence or faculty 
nothing shall prevent the bishop from directing ” etc. 

(o) Ibid., 8. 11 (4). On an appUcatioi^ for auch faculty inquiries will not be 
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A iicehce or faculty for the above purposes may be ^raPted 
by the bishop of the diocese within which the consecrated burial 
ground is situated on the application of the local authority who 
have acquired any estate, interest, or control in or ov6r th® burial 
ground, and may be granted subject to such conditions and 
restrictions as to the bishop may seem lit (p ). 

U32. The powers above meniioned respectiug burial grounds 
may be exercised by a local autborlLy in respect of any burial 
grounris of a similar nature vested in them in pursuance of any 
statute or of wliieb they are otherwise the owners (g), 

1133. No estate, interest, or right of a profitable or beneficial 
nature in, over, or afteci.ing a burial ground, may, except with the 
consent of the person entitled thereto, be taken away or injuriously 
affected by anything done under tlie Open Spaces Act, 1906, without 
compensation being made for the same ; and such compensation is 
to be paid by the local authority by wliom the estate, interest, or 
right is taken away or affected, and is in case of difference to be 
assessed as if the same were for lands taken otherwise than by 
agreement or injuriously affected under the Lands Clauses 
Acts (r). 

1134. A local antliority may with reference to any burial 
ground in or over which they have acquired any estate, interest, or 
control under the Open Spaces Act, 1906, make bye-laws for the 
regulation thereof and of the days and times of admission thereto, 
and for the preservation of order and prevention of nuisances 
therein, and may by such bye-laws impose penalties recoverable 
summarily for the infringement thereof, and provide for the 
removal of any person infringing any bye-law by any officer of the 
local authority or police constable (.v). 

1135. Local authorities may combine for the purpose of the 
exercise of the above powers (t). 


made into questioni of title (He Camden Town Burial Ground (1889), 6 T. L. K. 
311). If a vault be in good repair, the faculty will not allow interference there- 
with without the consent of the family ; but if in bad repair, it may sanction its 
being levelled and filled up (St, Botolph-without-Aldyate (Vicar) v. rarUhionera 
(No. 2), [1892] P. 173). 

(p) Open Spaces Act, 1906 (6 Edw. 7, c. 25), 8. 11 (5). 

(q) Jbid,t 8. 12. 

(r) Ibid., a. 13. As to the Lands Clauses Acts, see title Compulsoby 
Pub CHASE and CojirENSATION. 

(s) Ibid., B. 15. The section specifies, in the case of each class of local autho- 
rity, the enactments subject to and in accordance with which the jpower of 
making the bye-laws is to be exorcised. 

{t) Ibid,, 8. 16. 
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Part XI.— Supervision of Burial Grounds by 
• ■ Government Departments. 

Skct. 1, — Sanitary liegulation and Inspection of Burial Groniuh. 

1136. Tho Local Government Board (a) may from time to 
time make regulations in relation to burial grounds and to places 
for tho reception of bodies previously to interment provided 
under the Burial Acts for the protection of tlie public health 
and the maintenance of public decency ; and burial authorities 
and all other persons having the care of sucAi burial grounds and 
places for the reception of bodies must conform to and obey such 
regulations (h). 

Any person who violates or neglects or fails to comply with any 
such regulations is liable upon summary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding £10 (c). 

The Local Government Board (d) are empowered to appoint 
and authorise persons to inspect any burial ground or cemetery, 
parochial or non-parochial, or place for the reception of bodies, to 
ascertain its state and condition, and, where regulations in relation 
ihereto have been made under the powers above referred to, to 
ascertain whether such regulations have been observed and com- 
plied with. Any person having the care of any such burial ground 
or cemetery or place who obstructs any person so authorised to inspect 
it is liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding £10 (c*). 

1137. On the representation of the Local Government .Board (/) 
Orders in Council may be made ordering acts to be done by or 
under the directions of the churchwardens or such other persons 
os have the care of any vaults or places of burial for preventing 
them from becoming or continuing dangerous or injurious to the 
public health. Every such Order must be published in the London 


(rt) Substituted for a Socrotary of State by the Biiriai Act, 1900 (03 & Oi 
Viet. c. 16), s. 4 and Sched. I. 

(6) Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet, c, 85), s. 44. The power of making regu- 
lations under this section appears to have been exercised in relation to particular 
burial grounds only. A scries of model regulations issued by the Homo Office, 
as reprinted in 1899, will be found in Mackenzie and Handford, Model Bye- 
laws, p. 487, and another series also issued by the Home Office, differing in 
some important particulars from the above, is set out in Brooke Little, [..aw of 
Burials, 3rd ed., p. 713. Both series deal with the fencing, draining, and 
planning of the ground, the area and registration of graves, the closing of vaults 
after bunal, the burial of more than one body in one grave, the reopening of 
graves, ^nd the depth of maves. The Local Government Board nave not 
themselves issued any model regulations. • 

(c) Burial Act, 1856 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 8. The penalty is imposed not 
only in respect of the violation etc. of the regulations in question, but also of 
•• any regulation imposed by this Act.” It is difficult to say what the regulations 
thus referred to are. 

(df) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Burial Act, 1900 (G3 A 64 
Viet. 0. 15), 6. 4 and Sched. I. 

(a) Burial Act, 1865 (JS & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 8. 

(/) Substitute f6r a Secretary of State by the Burial Aot. 1900 (63 A 64 


R150T. 1. 

Sanitary 

Regulation 

and 

Inspection 
of Burial 
Grounds. 


Breach of 
fcgulatioris. 


Inspection of 
burial 

grounds etc. 


Orders in 
Council to 
prevent 
danger to 
health. 




S88 


BuBUIi and Crbmatjon- 


t^BOT. f. ' Gazette f and the churchwardens or other persons must do or fcnuse to 
Sanitaiy be done all acts so ordered, and the expenses incurred in and about 
Relation the doing thereof are to be paid out 6f the poor rates of theparisli (<;). 

and, power to make such Orders in Council does not, however, 

Inspecuf^ extend to unconsecrated land which, though it has been used 
OroBmds burial, is no longer bO used, and is not subject to any trust 
preventing its use for purposes other than burial ; and an Order in 
Council purporting to be made under the power in question with 
regard to such land is consequently a nullity (/<)- 
UefauHin Jf it appears ^to the Local Government Board (?), on tlie repre- 
comphance flentation of a jierson authorised by them to inspect any vaults or 
with Order, of burial in relation to which such an Order in Council has 

been made, that any “acts ordered by such Order to be done by or 
under the direction of persons other than churchwardens having 
ihe care of such vaults or place of burial are not done within a 
reasonable time and according to tlie intent of the Order, the 
Board may authorise and direct the clmrcliwardens of the parish in 
which the vaults or place of burial may l)e situate, or the parish 
council or other authority subject to the civil duties of such church- 
wardens O'), as the case may be, forthwith to do or complete the 
acts mentioned in the Order, or such of them as remain undone ; 
and the church w^ardens, parish council, or other authority must 
obey such direction, and for that purpose they and all persons 
acting under their direction have the same powders of entry and 
otherwise as if they had been directed to do such acts by the Order 
in Council, and such vaults or place of burial had been under tlieir 
care; and any person obstructing them or removing or interfering 
with the work done by them is guilty of a misdemeanour (fc). 
Kftcultyinaicl If the Order in Council directs any acts to be done in any church 
uf Older. or churchyard, the persons thereby directed to do such acts must, 
according to the decisions of the Ecclesiastical Courts, first obtain a 
faculty permitting them to do such acts {!). 

(9) Burial Act, 1S57 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 23. The lirst braTicli of Iho 
eection provides that the Cider in Council may “order such acts to be done 
... for preventing^* etc., and is thus, as it stands, ungiammatical. Piobahly 
the word “ such *’ should be 1 ejected as meaningless. The section provides for 
notice before the representation of the Local Government Boaid is made. So 
far as it refers to churchwardens, the section should probably fetiH be read as 
lefpiiing to these officers oven in the case of paribhes where the civil functions 
of the churchwaidens have been transfeiied to a parish council or other autho- 
rity by or under the Tjocal Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), ss. 6 
(1) (b), 33, since it appears to be as custodians of vaults etc. that the section 
enables duties to be imposed on them, and it is in pursuance of their ecclesiastical 
duties, in ordinary cases at least, that they are such custodians. 

(//) Foster v. Dodd (1867), L. R.*3 Q. B. 67 ; Jacobson v. St, Pancras Vestry 
(1880), 44 J. P. 184. 

(1) Substituted for a Socretaiy of State by the Burial Act, 19001^63 & 64 
Viet, c, 15), 8. 4 and Sched. I. 

(y) See Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73), ss. 6 (1) (b), 33 
It would seem that the duties of cbuichwardens under the section are in no 
case “ocelosiastioal,** so as to be reserved to them in a parish where the civil 
duties of churchwardens have been transferred by or under the Act of 1S91, 
though there might possibly be some doubt upon the point in the case of a 
consecrated burial mound. 

(4) Burial Act, 1859 (22 Viet. c. 1), s. 1. * • 

{1} St. ^c. [Rector) y. I\iriihi07iers, [1892] P, 394 i Si, 
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1138; On the representation of the Local Government Board (m)f 
Orders in Council may be made establishing regulations for the 
protection of the public health, and for the maintenance of public 
decency; in a^espect of all burials in common graves in any ceme- 
teries named in Sched, B to the Burial Act, 1852 (n), or in any 
cemetery established under the authority of any local Act* Kvery 
such Order must be published in the London Gazette, and all 
persons having the care of such cemeteries must conform to and 
obey such regulations, and any person violating or wilfully neglect- 
ing to observe the same is liable on summary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding JilO (o). 

Sect. 2. — Inquiries by Secretary *of State. 

1139. A Secretary of State may appoint a person to inquire into 
any matter relating to the consecration of any part of a burial 
ground or the building of any chapel therein, or to the fixing, 
varying, commutation of, or compensation for, fees payable to 
ministers of religion, ecclesiastical olBieers, and sextons in connec- 
tion therewith, and may assign to such person remuneration not 
exceeding live guineas a day and an allowance for expenses, payable, 
except so far as otherwise provided, out of moneys provided by 
Parliament. 

lie may, however, make such order as he thinks just as to the 
payment by the burial authority or other parties of the whole or 
part of the costs of the inquiry, including such remuneration and 
expenses. Such order may direct payment to the Exch^qu(*r 
or other parties, and may be enforced as an order of the High 
Court ( 2 ^). 


Part XII. — Burial of Poor Persons. 

U40. The expression “poor law union*' is, for the purposes of 
the present Part of this title, used to include a parish with a 
separate board of guardians (<7) ; tho expression “union" is used to 
mean a union consisting of two or more poor law parishes under 
a board of guardians, whether such union was constituted under 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (r), or otherwise; and the 


Buasishaw {Rector^ y. /^an’-s/iionerfi, [^1893] P. 233; Leey, Hawtreyj [1898] P. 
63. The authority of these decisions is, however, very doubtful, and the 
decisions themselves are in opposition to the expressed opinion of the law ofilcers 
of the Grown, • 

(m) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 

Viet, c, iS), s. 4 and Sched. I. • 

(n) 15 iSk 16 Viet. c. 85. 

( 0 ) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet, c. 81;, s. 10. Tho section provides for 
notice being given before tho representation of the Local Government }k)uid is 
made. 

(p) Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viot. c. 15), s, 5. 

Iq) This is in acooidance with the delliiition in the laterpretatiou Act, 1889 
(52 & 53 Viet, c, 63), s. 16 (2), 

(r) This is in substtmeS the efiect of the elaborate definition of union " in the 
Poor Law Amendmont Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s, 109, the definitions 
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expression “ common fund** is used to include the fumt out of 
which the expenses of a board of guardians for a single parish are 
paid {«)• 

II 4 I 4 Boards of guardians are bound, as occupiers 6t their work- 
houses, to provide for the burial of poor persons dying therein ; and 
there is a similar obligation on other poor law authorities in respect 
of poor persons dying in their institutions. Except in the case of 
persons dying on premises in their occupation, there appears to be 
no obligation on poor law authorities to provide for the burial of 
Ijanjxu’s (0* 
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1142< It is, however, lawful for a board of guardians to bury, at 
the expense of tlie common fund, the body of any poor peison 
wliich may be within their poor law' union (a). 

The enactment conferring this powder on the guardians contains 
provisions as to the place where the burial is to take place, the effect 
of whicli is not quite clear, but under which it seems that, subject 
to certain enactments providing that, for the jiurposes of burial, 
paupers dying in workhouses and other poor law institutions are to 
be regarded in some cases as dying elsewhere, and to some excep- 
tions introduced by later legislation (/>), tlio burial ought in general 
to take place in the churchyard or other consecrated burial ground 
of the parish etc. where the death occurred (c). 


ii\ wbicli are applicable to the interpretation of the vaiiouR Poor Law Ainond- 
niont Acts referred to in the preBent part of the article. 

(^^) Tliis is in accordance with the modern j^'actice, though iu)t Hanctioned by 
any general statutory definition. 

(t) Pi. V. Stewart (iSlO), 12 Ad. & El. 773. The enactmenfs referred to later 
conferring powers on boards of guardians for the burial of paupers are all 
expressed iis enabling enactments : and there appears to be nothing imposing 
a legal obligation on the guardians to avail thoinselvea of those powers. 

As to the duties of guardians of the poor in general, see title Poor Law. 

(a) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1814 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), s. 31 ; Union 
Chargeability Act, I8G0 (28 & 29 Viet. c. 79), s. 1. 

(h) See pp. 341, 342, post. 

(f) The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 {1 & 8 Viet. c. lOl), s. 31, after 
providing that it shall be lawful for the guardians to bury the body of any 
poor person wliich may be within their union or parish, and making provision 
(now superseded as to parishes in unions) for charging Die expense on the poor 
rate of the parish to which the person in question “may have been chargeable, 
or in which he may have died, or otherwise in which such body may be,** con- 
tinues as follows : and unless the guardians, in compliance with the desire 
expi essed by such person in his lifetime, or by any of his relations, or for any 
other cause, direct the body of such poor person to be buried in the churchy ai‘d 
or burial ground of the parish to which such person has been chargeable (which 
they are hereby auUiorised to do), every dead body which the guardians or any 
of thoir officers duly authorised sluEll direct to he buried at the expense of the 
poor rates shall (unless the deceased person, or the husband or wife pr next of 
kin of such deceased person, have otherwise desired,^ be buried in the church- 
yard or other consecrated burial ground in or belonging to the parish, division 
of parish, chapelry, or place in which, the death may have occurred,*’ The 
question of the effect of this obscure language is now further complicated by the 
fact that since the Union Chargeahility Act, 1865 (28 & 29 Viet c. 79), the 
chargeability of paupers has become a chargeahility to the union as a whole, 
and not to any particular parish therein. In s. 2 of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. c. 101), it should be added, ivider which guardians ai’e 
empowei'ed to provide and contribute to the provision of \>uiial grounds and to 
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Where guardians or any of their olBcerg duly authorised in thalr 
behalf undertake, or contribute money or other aid towards, the Siitri^ of 
burial of a poor person, and the burial cannot take place in the 
l)ariflh ^whe»e, according to tlie provisions above referred to, the' 
same would have been required to take place, by reason of the public , ’ 
burial ground of such parish having been closed and no oilier 
provided, or where, in consequence of the crowded state of such 
burial ground, the guardians are of opinion that the burial of such 
dead body therein would be improper, it is lawful to bury the body 
in a public burial ground (some part of wliich has been consecrated) 
of or in some other parisli as near as conveniently ii'iaj" be to the 
first-mentioned parish (d), 

1143. There are provisions under which, fur the purposes of the Constructive 
burial of paupers dying in a workhouse, the workhouse is in many situationof 
cases to be considered as situate in a j)ariHli oilier tlian that in l^ouse, 
which it is actually situate. Under tliese provisions, if the work- , 
house belongs to a parish not in union, and the pauper was charge- 
able to that parish, the workhouse is, for tlie purposes of the 
pauper's burial, to bo considered as situate in that jiarish ; and 
if the workhouse -belongs to a union, and the paui>er resided in the 
union before removal to the workhouse, the workhouse is, for the 
purposes of the pauper’s burial, to be considered as situate in 
the parish in which the pauper last so resided. The effect of the 
lirovisions in other cases is very doubtful (d). 

If a union is comprised in any school or asylum district, the Constructive 
death of a pauper in the school or asylum of such district is for of 

the purposes of burial to be deemed to have taken place in the oi-^asyfum. 

bury paupers dying in the workliouse therein, there is a saving, evidently 
intended to refer to the provisions of the Act of 1844, above quoted, for “the 
obligation now imposed by law upon the guardians to bury the dead body of 
such ])oor person elt^e where, in case the deceased person, or the husband, or 
wife, or next of kin of such deceased person, shall have so requested,” 

(ri) Poor (Burials) Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 79), s. 1. Although it may be 
lawful for tlie guardians to bury the body in a neighbouring parish, there is no 
express obligation upon the incumbent and churchwardens or upon the burial 
authoi’ity of such parish to allow the interment to take place in the parish 
churchyard or burial ground. 

(e) The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. o. 101), a. 50, provides 
that, for the ])urp()ses of the bxirial of the poor, the workhouse of any union or 
parish and every district school of a school district constituted under that Act 
shall be considered as situated in the parish to which each poor person to be 
buried is or has been chargeable; and s. 10 of the Union Oliargeahility Act, 

1865 (28 & 29 Viet, c, 79), provides that, “for the purposes of the burial of any 
poor person dying in the workliouse of any union, such workhouse shall be 
considered as situated in the parish in the union where such poor person resided 
last, previously to his removal to the workhouse.” The provisions of s. 10 of 
the Act of 1865, no doubt, in cases where they are applicable, override those of 
B. 66 of the Act of 1844, but the provisions olthe last-named section still apply 
where the workhouse belongs to a parish not in union, and also, it would 
seem, where the workhouse belongs to a union, but the provisions of s. 10 of the 
Act of 1865 are incapable of application, in tho case of the death of a child 
born in the workhouse and dying there without having left it. The provisions 
of s. 66 of the Act of 1844 are, however, difficult of application in tho case of a 
union now that paupers are chargeable to the union as a whole, and not to a 
particular parish. Witt regard to the provisions of the section as to district 
schools, see f'a/m. * 
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'parish of the union from which such pauper was sent to such 
school or asylum » or to the workhouse of the union, as the case 
may be, and the charges of the burial must be borne by the common 
fund of the union (/*). This provision is confined to the case of a 
pauper sent from a union as distinguished trora a parish not in 
union {g). There are, however, provisions under which the death 
in a district school, or in an asylum of a district founded under the 
Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867, of a pauper sent from a parish not in 
union, is in most, if not all, cases to be deemed, for the purposes of 
burial, to have taken place in that parish, and under which the 
expenses of burial fall on that parish (h), 

1144. In all cases of burial under the direction of guardians 
under the powers above referred to, the fees payable by the custom 
of the place where the burial may be, or by statute, are to be paid 
by the guardians for the burial of each such body to the person or 
pci sons who by such custom or statute are entitled to receive the 
same (i). 

1145. A board of guardians may pay the costs of the burial of 
any poor person dying out of the limits of tlieir poor law union 
who was at the time of the death in receipt of relief from them (/). 
And they may, when necessary, pay the expenses of the burial 
of any idiotic pauper sent by them to a public asylum or establish- 
ment for idiots under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 18C8, and of 
any idiotic, imbecile, or insane i)aiiper sent by them under that Act 
to the workhouse of another union or parish (A). 

1146. Ill the event of the death of any pauper having in his 
possession or belonging to him any money or property, the 
guardians of the union or parish wherein such pauper dies may 
reimburse themselves the expenses incurred by them in and about 
the burial of such pauper (/) ; and the cost of burying any poor 


( /*) Divided Puiishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 187(3 (39 & 40 Vict. 
c. 81), ii. 21. 

(</) Ibifl.y 8, 44, incorporates the definitions in the Pool Law Ameiidmont Act, 
1634 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), s. 109, and “ union” in the Act of 187G, therefoie, 
seems clearly not to include a paiish not in union. 

(A) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), s. 56; Metro- 
politan Poor Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Vict. c. 6), as. 24, 32. As to s. 56 of the Act of 
1844, see note (c), p. 541, aafe. Ss. 24 ana 32 of the Act of 1867 provide that with 
reference to burial an asylum under that Act shall, in refeienoe to each inmate, 
be deemed to be in the union or parish from which the inmate was sent, and that 
the expenses incurred by the managers in or about the burial of the inmates 
shall be separately charged to the unions or parishes from which the inmates 
are sent. These provisions of the Acts of 1844 and 1867 are, no doifbt, over- 
ridden by those of 8. 21 of the -tfet of 1876 cited m note (/), swpra, in cases 
conilng withm that section, bit appear to be' still operative in other cases. 

(«) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 101), s. 31 ; Poor (Burials) 
Acty 1855 (18 & 19 Vict. o. 79), s. 1. 

( j) Poor lisw Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 103), s, 17. 

Ik) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Vict. c. 122), s. 13. 

(?) Poor X^w Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 103), s. IC. The 
section, after prbvisions to the effect, briefly, that vfhere a paupei has aiiy 
money or valuable security for money the guardians of the union or parish to 
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person tiy or under the direction of any guardians is recoverable in’ 
like manner and from the same parties as the cost of any relief 
(if given to such person when living) would have been recover- 
able (m). The guardians are not preferential creditors of the 
deceased pauper for such expenses, and the pauper’s executor may 
accordingly retain a debt due to him from the pauper's estate 
before satisfying the claim of the guardians (n). 

Administration of the effects of a pauper who is buried by the 
guardian^ may he granted to a nominee of the guardians on the 
footing that they are creditors for the expenses of such burial (o). 

1147. It is unlawful for any officer connected with the relief of 
the poor to receive any money for the buriaj of the body of any 
poor person which may be within the parish, division of parish, 
chapel ry, or place in which the death may have occurred, or to net 
as undertaker for personal gain or reward in the burial of any such 
body, or to receive any money from any dissecting school, or school 
of anatomy, or hospital, or from any person to whom any such body 
may he delivered, or to derive any, personal emolument whatever 
for or in tespect of the burial or disposal of any such l)ody. A 
breach of this prohibition is punishable on summary conviction by 
a penalty not exceeding £5 (p) 

1148. Where the guardians of any parish or union are possessed 
of land suitable for the purposes of a burial ground, and the Local 
Government Board consent to the same being appropriated to the 
reception of the dead bodies of any poor persons whom the 
guardians are authorised or required by law to bury, the ordinary 
may, if he see fit, consecrate the whole or a part of such land for 
burial purposes, and after consecration the guardians may law* 
fully direct any such dead body to be buried therein 


which he is chargeable may take and appropriate so much of the money or pio- 
duce of the security, or recover the same as a debt, as will reimburse them for 
their expenditure on his relief during the preceding year, enacts that, ‘*in the 
event of the death of any pauper having in his possession or belonging to him 
any money or property, the guardians . . • may reimburse themselves the 
expenses inourred by them in and about the burial of such pauper, and in and 
about the maintenance of such pauper at any time during the twelve mouths 
previous to the decease.” In Laver v, Botham tih Bons^ [1895] 1 Q. B. 59, the 
opinion was expressed that the provisions for the appropiiatiou of money etc. 
in the first branch of the section cannot be read into the second, and that the 
effect of the second branch is memly to make the guardians ordinary creditors 
for the expenses there referred to. The guardians appear, it should be added, 
to be in the position of ordinary creditors in respect of relief given to a pauper 
independently of the section. See the coses cited in note (o), infra, and Birkenhead 
Union Guardians v. Broolces (1906), 95 L. T,^359. 

(w) Poor Law Amendment Act, 1849 (12 & 13 Viet c. 103), s, 17. As to the 
recovery bf the cost of relief given to paupers^ see title Poos Law, 

(n) Laver v. Botham Sons, supra. 

(o) See Cleaver v. McKenna (1865), 35 L. L (P. & M.) 91 ; Be Beeves (1890), 55 
J, P, 24 ; Be Lilliorap (1891), 55 J. P. 825 ; Windeatt v. Bluirland (1871). L. 11. 
2 P. A D, 217, 26d 

(p) Poor liow Amendment Act, 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 101), g. 31. The prohibi- 
tion appeal's to be of ^neral character, though it is enaqted in the form of a 
proviso to the section, me first part of which givee tbe guardians the poweif 
for the burial of pauper^ referrea to p. 540, anie, 

(jr) Bw-iftl Act, 1857 & n Vkt. o- 81), s. 
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The land so consecrated must not thenceforth be used for any 
other purpose than for burials according to the rites of the Church 
• of England (r), and is to he kept in decent order ; a^d the fences 
thereof, and any building or other erection thereon or adjoining 
thereto used for the performance of tlie burial service, are to be 
maintained by the guardians out of their common fund. But the 
guardians are not authorised to direct the body of any poor person 
to be buried in such grounds who, or whose husljaiid, wife, or next 
of kin, shall, by letter addressed to the master of the wof^house or 
otherwise, have expressly desired burial to take place elsewhere (s). 

1149 . A board of guardians may contribute out of their common 
fund such sum as 4ihe Local Government Board may approve 
towards the enlargement of any cliurchyard or the enlargement or 
obtaining of any consecrated public burial ground in the parish in 
wdjich the workhouse is situated, or in any other parisli of the 
union ; and where such burial ground is enlarged or obtained with 
the aid of such contribution, they may l)ury therein the body of any 
poor person dying in the workhouse, unless, it seems, the husband, 
wife, or next of kin of such person have expressed a dei^fe ifoat the 
body should be buried elsewhere (t). 

la all cases of burial under the direction of the guardians in 
pursuance of this provision, the fee or fees payable by the custom 
of the i^lace where the burial may be, or by statute, are to be paid 
by the guardians to the person or persons entitled to receive such 
foe or fees (f). 

1150 . Guardians may make agreements in such form and with 
such Bliinilations as the Local Government Board may approve with 
the propiietors of any cemetery established under the authority of 
.Parliament, or \\ith any burial hoard or authority exercising the 
powers etc. of a burial board, for the burial of the bodies of poor 
persons which they may undertake to bury, or towards the burial 
of which they may render assistance; and tbereujjon the burial of 
any such body under the direction of the guardians or tlieir oflicer, 
or \vitli their aid, in such cemetery or in the burial ground of such 


(r) It may be doubted whether the provisions of tho liiuial Laws Amendment 
A\ct, 18S0 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), referred to at pp. 424 et srr/., a/i(e, authorising 
burial in consetTotecl ground without the performance of the burial service 
accorduig to tho rites of the Established Church, apply to such burial ground, 
but as “gravoyaj cl ” is not defined in that Act in such terms as to exclude such 
a burial ground, it might well be held to be a graveyard within the Act. 

(.s) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 6 ; and see note (c), p. 644), ante. 
As the ground is provided under one of the Burial Acts, it may not be used for 
burials within one hundred yards oi a dwelling-house already erected when the 
gi'ound was provided without certain consents (Burial Act, 1855 (18 19 Viet, 

c. 128), R. 9, as amended by Buriiil Act, 1900 (0 Edw. 7, c. 44J ; and see p. 404, 
uwfe). Tlio Consecration of Churchyards Act, 1867 (30 & 31 Viet. c. 133) (as to 
which SCO p, 411, ante), is extended by s. 2 of the Consecration of Churchyards 
Act, 1808 (31 & 32 Viet. c. 47), to burial grounds attached or belonging tounipn- 
houses. 

(0 Poor Law Amendment Act, 1850 (13 & 14 Viet. o. 101), s. 2. The pro- 
visions of the section authorising the burial of paupers in the churchyard 6r 
burial ground are subject to the proviso that nothing in the Act shall “discharge 
pr vary the obligation now imposed by law upon the guardians to bury the de2i 
h()dy oi poor perepo elaowk^rpf \ix cfise the 40O0^spd persog, or tbf 
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buHal board or authority, is lawful, unless the deceased person, or 
the husband, wife, or next of kin of the deceased, have otherwise 
expressly desifed (u). 

1161. ^^he provisions of tlic Burial Laws Amendment Act, 
1880(^0, authorising burial in consecrated ground without tlio 
performance of the burial service according to the rites of the 
Church of England, extend to the case of a pauper buried at 
the expenjip of the guardians 

1162. The visiting committee of an asylum, with, the consent of 

the local authority by whom they are appointed and of a Secretary 
of State, may provide for the burial of lunatics dying in the asylum 
and of the officers and servants belonging theVeto— (1) by appro- 
priating land belonging to them or acquiring land, not exceeding in 
either case two acres, for providing a new or enlarging an existing 
burial ground ; (2) by agreeing with any corporation or persons 
or body of persons willing to provide for the burial of such persons. 
They may procure consecration of a new or enlarged burial ground, 
and nrov M e for the appointment of a chaplain for a new burial 
ground- incumbent of the parish in which such new or 

enlarged burial ground is situate is not entitled to any fee for 
the interment of any j)erson buried tlieroiu by direction of the 
committee (^). 

Where the visiting committee of an asylum undertake the burial 
of a pauper lunatic, and the public burial ground of the parish 
where the death took place is closed or inconveniently crowded, the 
burial may take place in a public burial ground of some other 
parish with the consent of the minister and churchwardens of that 
parish, and in that case the visiting committee must pay to the 
person entitled thereto the burial fees payable under any statute or 
custom (a). 

The necessary expenses attending the burial of a pauper lunatic 
in any institution for lunatics are to be borne by the poor law 
union to which the lunatic was chargeable, or by the local 
authority liable for his maintenance when alive, aiul must be paid 
by the gmardians of the poor law union or the treasurer of the 
local authority {h). This provision applies to expenses of the burial 

husband, or vrifo, or next of kin of such deceased person, shall have so requested ” 
As to the meaning of this proviso, see noto (c), p. 540, ante, 

(w) Poor (Burials) Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 79), s. 2; and see note (c), 
p. 540, ante, 

fu?) 43 & 44 Viet. c. 41 ; and see pp. 424 et eeq., ante, 

(a*) For the special provisions applicable in such a case, see p. 425, ante, 

(y) Lunacy Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. s. 258. See generally, as to 
pauper luniitics, title Luitatios and Persons of Unsound Mind. 

(o) 1}M,^ s. 259, If the public burial ground of su^ih other parish is under 
a burial authority, the visiting committee can obtain their object by agreement 
with such authority under s. 258, supra, 

(h) Ibid,, 8. 297. The provisions for determining whether a lunatic is charge- 
able to a union or whether a local authority is liable for his maintenaiico are 
contained in ss. 286—291 of the Act. The provisions of es. 287 and 291 as to 
the making of orders on guardians and local authorities for the payment of 
Expenses of lunatics are e^ressly extended to burial expenses ; but see 
Leeds Guardians v. Wakdteld (guardians (1857}« 7 E. & B. 258 ; R, v. Bruces 
[1892] 2 Q, B. 136. 

HI. ^ 
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of lunatics in institutions for lunatics wbo become paupers (c) ; and 
it also applies to the expenses of the burial of persons confined as 
pauper lunatics sent to any institution for lunatics under any Act 
other than the Lunacy Act, 1890, authorising their reception therein 
as pauper lunatics, and (sate as provided by the Lunacy Act, 1890, 
concerning any lunatic who may appear to have any real or per- 
sonal property applicable to his maintenance) of all other lunatics 
sent to any institution for lunatics under an order of ^ justice or 
juHtices made before May 1, 1890, or under a summary reception 
order made by* a justice under the Lunacy Act, 1890, or under an 
order made by two or more of the Lunacy Commissioners at any 
time, as if such last-mentioned lunatics were, at the time ,of being 
so sent, actually chargeable to the poor law union from which they 
are sent (d). 

A resolution of the visiting committee under s. 270 of the 
Tjiinacy Act, 1890, for the reception into their asylum of pauper 
lunatics from* areas other Uian their own, may require that no 
pauper lunatic, should be admitted under the resolution without an 
undertaking by minute of the guardians of tlu^ poor law union to 
which the lunatic is chargeable for the payment of the expenses of, 
intrr alia, his burial if he dies in the asylum (>). 


Limitation of 1153. When any body is buried in any of the cemeteries rnen- 
tces ill certain tioiied ill Sched. B to the Burial Act, 1852, at the expense of 
any union or parish, or in any other cemetery established under 
the authority of Parliament, at the expense either of any union 
or parish or of any hospital or infirmary, the fee or sum to 
be paid or payable on tho interment or otherwise in respect of 
such body to the incumbent of the parish or ecclesiastical district 
from which such body is removed for interment is not to exceed 
one shilling, or where the incumbent formerly received in respect 
of the like burial in the ground of his parish more than a shilling 
is not to exceed the sum then received, and is in no case to exceed 
two shillings and sixpence. No fee or sum whatever is payable in 
respect of such interment to any person as officer of or for or on 
behalf of such parish or district (/), 


(c) Lunacy Act, ISlil (54 & 55 Viet. c. 05), 8. 2‘2. 

(f/) Lunacy Act, 1800 (5;5 & 54 Viet. c. 5), s. 298. 

(^) 7 Hi/., a. 270. 

(,/') liuiial Act, 1852 (15 & 10 Viet. c. 85), fl. 49, which applied originally to 
tho ccirioteries (most of them established by companies under special Acts) raeii- 
tioned in ibid:,' Sched. B, as extended by Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet, 
c. 134), 8. 7, to all other cemeteries “established under the authority of Parlia- 
ment.'’ These words, in the context, seem clearly to mean established under 
special Acts, so that enaetpaont would not, ay., extend to the btirial ground 
of a burial board. See R, v. Manchester Justices (1855), 5 E. & B. 702, decided 
on 8. 6 of the Act of 1853. The words of s. 49 of the Act of 1352 referring to the 
fees formerly received by incumbents are “ where the incumbent now receives ” 
etc., so that as regards the cemeteries mentioned in Sched, B to that Act tho 
critical date is that of the passing of that Act (July 1, 1852). As regards other 
cemeteries the critical date would seem to be that of the passing of the Act of 
1853 (August 20, 1853). 
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Part XIII. — Burial of Persons found 
Drowned. 

U54. The overseers (including the churchwardens where they are 
ex oj/icio overseers (, 7 ))of any parish in which any dead human body 
or bodies may be found thrown in or cast on shore from the sea 1 )y 
wreck or otherwise, or found in or cast on shore from any tidal or 
navigable waters, or found floating or sunken in any feucli waters and 
brought to the shore or bank, must upon notice to them that any sucl) 
body or bodies are thrown or cast on shore by the sea, or as the case 
may be, and that the same is or are lying within the parish, cause the 
same to be removed forthwith to some convenient place, and witlj all 
convenient speed cause the same to be decently interred in the church- 
yard or burial ground of the parish, so that the expenses attending 
such burial do not exceed the sum which at the time is allowed in 
the parish for a j^aiiper funeral (h\ 

Any overseer neglecting to remove, or cause to be removed, such 
body or bodies from' the shore or bank (i) to a convenient place, prior 
to the interment thereof, for the space of twelve hours after notice 
given to him or left in writing at liis last or usual jdace of abode 
by any person whomsoever, or neglecting or refusing to perform 
his other statutory duties in the matter, is liable to a penalty of 
£5 (/c), to be paid personally by him, and^not by the parish (/). 

1155. The minister, clerk, and sexton of the parish must, without 
any improper loss of time, admit such bodies to be interred in 


(ff) Tho reference in the Burial of Drowned PersoiiH Acf, 1808 (48 Oeo. 3, 
c. 7o), is to the cUurchwardons and overseers. In rural ])avislios, under pro- 
visions in 8. 5 of tho liOcal Government Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Yict. c. 73), the 
churchwardens have couhod to bo ex officio overseers, and as regards sm-h 
parishes statutory references to chui oh wardens and overseers (except in relation 
to alfairs of the church) are to be (jonstrued as references to the overseers. 'J’liese 
provisions of s. o of tlie Act of 1894 apply also, inututia in tlio 

majoi-ity of urban parishes by virtue of orders of the Local Govern in on t Xipaid 
made iinder s. 33 of that Act. As regards metropolitan parishes, except the 
City of London, the raotropolitaii borough councils are the overseers under s. 1 1 
of the Ijondon Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Viet. c. 14), and by s. 23 (3) 
of that Act statutory references to the churchwardens and f)vorsoor.s (oxcr.j)t in 
relation to affairs of tho church) are to be construed as references to those 
councilB. 

(A) Biiiial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 75), s^l, as extended 
by Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1886 (49 & 60 Viet. c. 20). This latter 
Act was passed in consequence of the decision in Woolwich Oueraeers v. 
BoherUon (1881), 6 Q. B. D. 654, to the effect that pei'Sftps drowned in and cast 
up on the bank of the Thames at Woolwich wfere not^ cast on shore from the 
sea” within the meaning of the earlier Act. The Act of 1808 contains pr(» vi- 
sions as to places where there are no overseers; but it has been thought 
unnecessary to refer to these provisions in the present title, as there are 
baldly any, if any, such places left. 

(f) The expression in the Act of 1808 is ** sea- shore ” ; but an extended 
meaning must be given to it by virtue of the Act of 1886. 

{k) Buiial of D row qpd •Persons Act, 1808 (48 Goo. 3, Q. 75), s. 7. As to 
penalties under the Act, see p. 648, j>os^, 

(0 Ibid., 8 . 13 . 
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the parish churchyard or burial ground, and perform their cus- 
tomary duties in respect of the burial, and are entitled by way 
of compensation to such sums as are usually parid oq pauper 
funerals (m). 

1156. The necessary expenses attending such removal and burials 
must be paid in the first instance by the overseers (w) ; and a justice 
of the peace, having jurisdiction in the county or place where any 
such body is buried, may then by writing under his hand order the 
treasurer of the county to pay to such officers such sum in respect 
thereof (o) as may seem to such justice reasonable and necessary, 
and the, treasurer must forthwith pay such sum to the person or 
persons empowered to receive the same, and will be allowed tlie 
same in his accounts 

1157. Any person or persons finding any such body or bodies as 
above mentioned, and within six hours thereafter giving notice 
thereof to some one of the overseers of the parish, or causing such 
notice to be left at his last or usual place of abode, or giving notice to 
a police constable (who is bound to communicate such notice forthwith 
to an overseer), is entitled to receive from the overseers of the parish 
the sura of five shillings for his, her, or their trouble. Such sum is to 
be paid to the person or persons first giving notice only, and no greater 
sum than five shillings is to be paid for any one notice, although there 
may be more bodies than one(q). 

Any person or persons finding any such body, and omitting to 
give such notice within six hours thereafter as above mentioned, is 
liable to a penalty of £5 (r). 

1158. All penalties which may be incurred in respect of any of 
the matters above mentioned are recoverable summarily («), and 
when recovered are to be paid to the informer or informers (t). 

1169. Any person aggrieved by any judgment or determination, 
or by any matter or thing done in pursuance of any of the foregoing 
provisions, may appeal to quarter sessions, who may mitigate any 
penalty, and also order such further satisfaction to be made to the 


(7/1) Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 75), s. 2. 

I'u) Iln'd.f 8. o. 

(</j The words of the statute are, for his or their costs and expenses in or 
about the execution of this Act.” 

(p) Burial di Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 75), s. 6. T)ie 
justice's order must show that the expenses were incuiT^ in and about tlin 
execution of the Acts, so that it may appear or be inferred that he had juris- 
diction to make the or^er, otherwise the treasurer need not, and will not be 
com])elled to, pay (/?, vl Kmt County Treasurer (1889), 22 Q. B. D, 603), 

{ 7 ) Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo, 3, c. 75), s. 3, as extended 
by Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1886 (49 & 50 Viet. c. 20). 

fr) Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, c. 75), s. 4. 

(«) Provisions in /Wd., ss. 8, 9, 11, regulating the recovery of penalties under 
the Act, are repealed by the Summary Juriscuction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet, 
c, 43), St 4 ; and tho Summary Jurisdiction Arts are applied to the recovery 
thereof by s. 5 of that Act. As to the Summary Jurisdiction Acte, see tjtle 
l^fAGISTRATBS. 

Bul’ial of prowiied Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo. 3, 0 . 75),. s, 8, 
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parly injured as they shall judge reasonable, and whose determina- 
tions therein tire final (a). 

1160! Where the lord of any manor claims to he entitled to 
wrecks, he may if so disposed,* ae evidence of his right to 
wreckage, pay to the parish officers the like sums that have been 
usually paid by him for burying any such body or bodies as have 
been cast up on the manor, such sums to go in part payment of 
the expenses to be incurred in respect of such body or bodies by 
such officers, and to be credited in their accounts (b). 


Part XIV. — Burial of Persons dying of 
Infectious Diseases. 

Sect. 1 . — Provisions ajyplicahle to T^ovdon. 

1161. In London, where (1) the body of a person who has died 
of any infectious disease is retained in a room in which persons 
live or sleep, or (2) the body of a person who has died of any 
dangerous infectious disease is retained without the sanction of 
the medical officer of health or any legally qualified medical prac- 
titioner for more than forty-eight hours elsewhere than in a room 
not used at the time as a dwelling-place, sleeping-place, or work- 
room, or (3) any dead body is retained in any house or room so 
as to endanger the health of the inmates thereof or of any adjoin- 
ing or neighbouring house or building, a justice may, on a certificate 
signed by a medical officer of health or other legally qualified 
medical practitioner, direct that the body be removed, at the cost 
of the sanitary authority, to any available mortuarj% and be buried 
within the time limited by the justice, and may if it is the body 
of a person who has died of an infectious disease, or if he considers 
immediate burial necessary, direct that the body be buried imme- 
diately without removal to the mortuary. 

Unless the friends or relations of the deceased undertake to 
bury and do bury the body within the time so limited, it is the 
duty of the relieving officer to bury such body, and any expense so 
incurred must be paid in the first instance by the guardians of the 
poor law union, but may bo recovered by them in a summary 
manner from any person legally liable to pay the expense of such 
burial. • 

Any person who obstructs the execution of any direction given by 
a justice as above mentioned is liable, on summary conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding £5 (c). 


(a) Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 G^eo. 3, c. 75b s* 10, The pro- 
visions of the section regulating the procedure are ropealea by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1884 (47 & 48 Viet c. 43), s. 4, as superseded by the provisions 
of the Summary Jurisdiij^tion Acts as to appeals to quarter sessions from courts 
of summary juiisdictieu. As to such appeals, see title Magistrates. 

(b) Burial of Drowned Persons Act, 1808 (48 Geo, 3, c. 76), s. 13. 

(f) Public Wealth (Lopdop) Act, 1891 (54 » ^ yict. o. 76), e, 89. Art 
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1162. In London a person must not, without the sanction in 
.writing of the medical officer of health or of a legally qualified 
medical practitioner, retain uiiburied for more than fort^y-eight 
hours elsewhere than in a room not used at the time as a dwelling- 
place, sleeping-place, or worE-room, the body of any person who 
has died of any dangerous infectious disease. A person acting in 
contravention of this prohibition is, on the information of the 
sanitary authority, liable to a penalty, recovera))]e sumiuarily, not 
exceeding £5 (rf). 

1163. If in London a person dies in a hospital from any 
dangerous infectious flisease, and the medical officer of health or 
any legally qualified medical practitioner certifies that in his 
opinion it is desirable, in order to prevent the risk of com- 
municating such infectious disease, that the body l)e not removed 
from such liospital except for the purpose of being forthwith buried, 
it is not lawful for any person to remove the body except for that 
puiqiose; and the body when taken out of the hospital must he 
forthwith taken direct to the place of burial, and there buried. 
But this provision docs not prevent the removal of a dead body 
from a hospital to a mortuary, and such mortuary is, for the 
purposes of the provision, to be deemed part of such hospital. 
A person wilfully offending against tlio above provisions is, on the 
information of the sanitary authority, liable to a fine, recoverable 
summarily, not exceeding ilO (c). 

1164. The expression ** infectious disease ” is not defined for 
the purpose of the foregoing provisions, and thoi’efore includes 
every infectious disease. But the expression “ dangerous infectious 
disease ” is defined as meaning any of the following diseases : 
small-pox, cholera, diphtheria, membranous croup, erysipelas, the 
disease known as scarlatina or scarlet fever, and tlie fevers known 
by any of the following names, typhus, tj’phoid, enteric, rcla[)sing, 
continued, or puerjieral, and any other infectious disease to wliich 
the provisions in question may liave been applied in the manner 
provided by the Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (/). 

SifiCT. 2. — Provisions of ihe Infeciious Disease {Prereuiion) 

Act, 1890. 

1165. AVlieroin an area in which the provisions of the Infectious 
Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890, in that behalf are in force (^) the 
body of any person who has died from any infectious disease remains 

applies to the administrative county oi Loudon only, but is in force through- 
out it. * 

(rf) Tiiblio Health (London) Act, 1891 (64 & 55 Viet. c. 76), s. 72. 

(f) Ihitl, H. 73. The expression “hospital" in the Act means any premises 
or vessels for the reception of the sick, whether ponnaneutly or temporaiily 
applied for that purpose, and includes an asylum of the Meti'opolitan Asylum 
Managers {ibid,, s. 141). 

(/) ifttVL, 8S. 55 (8). 56, 58. 

(f/) The Infectious Tliseaso (Prevention) Act, 1800 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 34), or 
any section or .sections of that Act may bo adopted for any urban or rural 
district, and such adoption may be subsequently rescinded (ibtd., ss. 3, 21) ; and 
the Locftl Goyominent Board may assign to any p^rt sanitary authority any 
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unburied elsewhere than in a mortuary or in a room not used at 
the time as a dwelling-place, sleeping-place, or work-room, for more 
than forty-eight hours after death without the sanction of the’ 
medical oflScer of health or of a registered medical practitioner, or 
where the dead body of any person “is retained in any house or 
building so as to endanger the health of the inmates thereof or of 
any adjoining or neighbouring house or building, any justice may, 
on the application of the medical officer of health, order the 
body to be removed at the cost of the local authority to any 
available mortuary, and direct the same to be* buried within a 
time to be limited in the order ; and any justice may in the case 
of the body of any person who has died of any infectious disease, 
or ill any casein which he shall consider immediate burial necessary, 
direct the body to be so buried. 

Onless the friends or rf3latives of the deceased undertake to 
bury and do bury the body within the time limited by such order, 
it is the duty of the relieving officer of the relief district from 
which the body has beeii removed to the mortuary, or in which 
the body shall be if it has not been so removed, to bury such 
body, and any expense so incurred may be charged by the relieving 
officer in his accounts, and may be recovered by the board of 
guardians in a summary manner from any person legally liable to 
pay the expenses of such burial (h). 

1166. Where the provisions of the above-mentioned Act in that 
behalf are in force, no person, without the sanction in writing of 
the medical officer of health or of a registered medical practitioner, 
may retain unburied elsewhere than in a public mortuary or in a 
room not used at the time as a dwelling-place, sleeping-place, or 
work-room, for more than forty-eight hours, the body of any 
person who has died of any infectious disease (i). 

1167. If, where the provisions of the above-mentioned Act in 
that behalf are in force, any person dies from any infectious disease 
in any hospital or place of temporary accommodation for the sick, 
and tiie medical officer of health or any other registered medical 
practitioner certifies that in his opinion it is desirable, in order to 
prevent the risk of communicating any infectious disease or of 
spreading infection, that the body shall not be removed from the 
hospital or place except for the purpose of being forthwith buried, 


powers, rights, duties, capacities, and obligations under tho Act with the 
necessai'y modifications (Public Health (Ports) Act, 1S96 (69 & 60 Viet* 
c. 20), B. 1). . * 

(A) Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 34), s. 10. 
The local authority ** for the jjurposes of ^e Act are the urban authority, 
rural district council, or port eanitary authority for whose area its provisions 
are in force {ibid., ss. 2, 3; Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889 
(62 & 63 Viet. c. 72), s. 16 ; Public Health (Ports) Act, 1896 (59 & 60 
Viet. c. 20), s, 1). “Medical ofiicer of health” for the purposes of the Act 
includes any person duly authorised to act temporarily as such (Infectious 
Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 34), s. 2). As to the meaning 
of “infectious disease” •ee p. 352, post. For other provisions of tho Act, see 
title Public HEAurn etc. 

(t) Ibid^t B. 8. 
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Sect. 2. it is not lawful for any person to remove the body from the hospital 
Prpvisions or place except for that purpose, and when the body is taken out of 
of the the hospital or place for that purpose it must be forthwith carried 
I^ectiou^ or taken direct to some cemetery or place of burial and be forthwith 
Disease there buried. But this provision does not prevent the removal of 
AcTTsoo hospital or temporary place for the accom- 

* ’ modation of the sick to any mortuary, and such mortuary is for 

the purposes of the provision to be deemed part of such hospital 
or place (A*). 

Penalties. 1168. Penalties, recoverable summarily, are imposed for breach 
of the foregoing provisions and for obstructing their execution (/). 

Meaning of 1169. For the purposes of the foregoing provisions “ infectious 
disease means any of the following diseases : small-pox, cholera, 
diphtheria, membranous croup, erysipelas, the disease known as 
scarlatina or scarlet fever, and the fevers known by any of the 
following names, typhus, typhoid, enteric, relapsing, continued, 
or puerperal, and any other infectious disease to which the 
provisions in question may have been applied in the statutory 
manner (w). 

Sect, 3 . — Provisions of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

Burial of Wy 1170. Where (except in London) the dead body of anyone who 
^ has died of any infectious disease is retained in a room in which 
persons live or sleep, or any dead body which is in such a state as 
to endanger the health of the inmates of the same house or room 
is retained in such house or room, any justice may, on a certificate 
signed by a legally qualified medical practitioner, order the body to 
be removed, at the cost of the local authority, to any mortuary 
provided by such authority, and direct the same to be buried within 
a time limited in such order. Unless the friends or relations of the 
deceased undertake to bury the body within the time so limited, 
and do bury the same, it is the duty of the relieving officer to bury 
such body at the expense of the poor rate, and any expense so 
incurred may be recovered by the relievitig officer in a summary 
manner from any person legally liable to pay the expense of such 
burial (u). 


(k) Infectious Prevention) Act, 1890 (63 & 54 Viet. c. 34), s. 9. See 

note (A), p. 551, ^ . 

(l) Ibid., Bs. 9, 16, 18. f 

(m) Ibid., 8. 2 ; Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889 (52 & 63 Viet. 
0. 72), 8. 6. 

(n) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. o« 53), s. 142. The section is 
apparently confined to areas for which the local authority have provided a 
m<^uai*y (see p. 566, post); but, subject to this limitation, it is of 
general application outside liondon. It is, however, practically superseded by 
the similar, b\it moi-e stringent, provisions of the Infectious Disease prevention) 
Act, 1890 (53 & 54 Viet. c. 34), s. 10, as to which see pp. 550 et aeg., ante, where 
those provisions are in force. House” for the pu^osos of the Act of 1875 
include schools, also factories and buildings in which persons are employed. 
See the definition of ** house ” in s. 4 of the Act of 1875 as amended, by the 
repeal of certain words, by the Factory and Workshop Act, 1878 (41 & 42 Viot, 
% 16), s. 107* ^'Infectious disease ” is not defined for tne purposes of the section. 
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Sect. 4. — MisceUaneom. 

1171. There are provieionB in the Public Health Acta Amendment 
Act, 1907 (o),* which may be brought into force in certain areas, with 
or without modification, as in that Act provided (p), prohibiting, 
under penalties, the holding of a wake over the body of any person 
who has died of infectious disease {q). 

1172. Special provisions are made by orders of the Local Govern- 
ment Board with regard to the disposal of the bodies of persons 
dying of cholera, yellow fever, or plague on board ships detained 
in quarantine (r). 


Part XV. — Disinterment of Dead Bodies. 

1173. As there is no property in a corpse, it cannot be the 
subject of larceny (/?) ; but it is a common law misdemeanour to 
disinter a dead body without lawful authority, whether for the 
purpose of dissection or sale or other indignity {t), or even for a 
pious and laudable purpose (a). 

1174. Except in cases where a body is removed from one conse- 
crated place of burial to another by faculty, it is unlawful to remove 
any body, or the remains of any body, which may have been 
interred in any place of burial, without licence of a Secretary of 
State, or without observing such precautions as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of State as the condition of such licence ; and 
any person who removes any such body or remains contrary to 
this provision, or who neglects to observe the precautions prescribed 


(o) 7 Edw. 7, c. 53. 

Ip) See ibid., s. 3. 

(y) 75td., s. 68. For the purposes of the Act “ infectious disease,” by s. 13, 
means any infectious disease to which the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 
1889 (52 & 53 Viet. c. 72), for the time being applies within the district of the 
local authority, i.e., any of the specific diseases mentioned on p. 652, ante, and 
any other infectious disease to which the Act of 1889 may have been duly 
applied. See ss. 6, 7 of the Act of 1889. 

(r) See art. 17 of the Eegulations of the Local Government Board dated 
September 9, 1907, made under s. 130 of the Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 
Viet, c, 65), and the amending enactments, with regard to cholera, yellow fever, 
and plague on ships arriving from foreign ports (Stat. K, and 0., 1907, No. 710). 
(.'ei’tain ports are excepted from the oporatioti of that order, and are subject to 
special orders of similar character. See title Public Hicalth etc. 

(tf) Compare Jluyucs^s Case (1614), 12 Co. Eep. 113. It was, however, at ono 
time felony to steal dead bodies for the purpose of witchcraft (stat 1 Jar. 1, 
c. 12, repealed by tht Witchcraft Act, 1735 (9 Geo. 2, c. 5). As a corpse 
cannot possess property, the shroud in which it is buried remains the property 
of him m whom it was when wrapped round the dead bod 5 '’, and should be so 
described in an indictment for stealing the shroud after burial [flaynes's Case, 
supra), 

(^) R. V. Lynn{lim), 3 Term Rep. 733 ; Foster v. Dodd (1867), L. R. 3 Q. B. 
67, per Btles, J,, at p. 77. 

(a) R, V. Sharpe (1857), Dears. & B. 160. 
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Pakt XV. as the condition of the licence, is liable on summary conviction to 
Disinter- a penalty not exceeding £10 (b). 
jn^nt of . 

bead* 1175. It is an offence against ecclesiastical law ta remove the 
Bodies. « remains of the dead from consecrated ground without a faculty in 

Bemo^from '^^half (c). 

co^^ecmtelT”* Faculties are frequently granted to authorise the removal of the 
ground. remains of the dead from one consecrated place of burial to another. 

And in a proper case a faculty will even issue for the removal of a 
dead body from consecrated to unconsecrated ground (rf). 

Considera- On an applica'tion for a faculty for the removal of a body from 
place of burial to another consideration will he paid to the 
facu?™*^ ^ expressed wishes of the deceased as to the place of burial (0- 
Removal for In a proper case a faculty will also be decreed for the removal of 
sanitary remains from consecrated ground for sanitary reasons, and provi- 
rcasons. sions will bo inserted in the faculty authorising members of families 
whose relatives are buried therein to remove the remains of their 
relatives to any consecrated ground selected by them ( /’). 

Purposes for The jurisdiction of the ordinary to grant a faculty foi‘ the disintej-- 
which facuiiy Qf remains is not confined to cases where the purpose is to 

remove such i*emains to another place of burial, it extends to 
cases where the exhumation is required for purposes of identifica- 
tion (ff), or for the purpose of taking out of the coffin papers etc. 
which liave been buried with the dead body (h). 

Effect of 1176. A faculty for the disinterment of a dead body, though it 

faculty. prevents the disinterment of the body from being an ecclesiastical 
offence or, it would seem, an offence at common law, does not 
dispense with statutory restrictions upon the disinterment of the 
dead. Consequently, where such a faculty has been obtained in a 


(h) Burial Act, 1857 (20 & 21 Yict, c. 81), s. 25. 

(c) Adlumw. nolihnmt (1807), L. B. 2 A. ; and see VofitnY. /Wr/, 

(1867) L, B. 8 Q. B. 0'’. per Byles, J., at p. 77. 

(d) Re Talbot, [1901] P. 1, where a faculty \vas granted i.o the superior of a 
college for the removal of the remcains of a former superior fi’om a chui’ch- 
yard to a vault in uncoiisecrated ground under the college chapel ; and the 
court pointed out that, since by the provisions of s. 25 of the Burial Act, 1857 
(20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), above referred to, the removal of dead bodies from uncoii- 
secrated places of burial has been subjected to the continl of the Secretary of 
Slate, the objection to the grant of a faculty for the removal of remains to 
u noon secrated gi’oiliid formerly arising from the absence of adequate protection 
against their disturb.nice no longer exists. The faculty was granted subject to a 
condition tliat it should not bo acted upon until a licence from the Sccrctiary of 
State had been obbiined. See note (/;), p. 555, 2tost. 

{r) See 7k Dixon, [1892] P. 3H6,j)cr Dr. Tiustjiam, at pp. 891, 892, roferring, 
f filer oJia, to an unreportod case qf Smith v. RoherU. In Re Dixon, supra, the 
(‘oin t, r(‘fusod a faculty for the disinterment of a body that had been buried for 
oightetui y(‘ar8 in consocratod ground in order that it might bo cremated; although 
the Jcci'asftd liad expressed a wisn that his wife, at whoso instance the faculty 
was applied for, should have the option either of bui'png or cremating his 
remains. 

( f) St HeleiCs, Rishopsgaie, with St. Mary Outwich [Rector etc.) v. Parishioners, 
[1892] P.259. 

(f/) Re Pope (Sarah) (1851), 15 Jur. 614 ; R. v. Tristram (Dr,) (No. 1), [1898] 
2 ti. B. 871. 

(/*) Re Hall (Edward) (1893), not reported, cited in 7?. V. Tristram (Dr.) (No. 1), 
#u^ra, at p. 373* 
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case where the disinterment is desired for a purpose other than thai 
of the removal of the body from one consecrated place of burial, to 
another, the disinterment cannot lawfully take place unless, in. 
addition to the faculty, the licence of a Secretary of State (i) has 
been obtained ; but it is not essential to the validity of the faculty 
that it should contain a clause providing that it is nob to he acted 
upon unless a licence is obtained (fr). The Ecclesiastical Court has 
no jurisdiction to insert in a faculty for the disinterment of a dead 
body buried in the consecrated part of a cemetery belonging to a 
cemetery company an order requiring the company to disinter or 
permit the disinterment of the body (/). 

1177. If a faculty for the removal of hunoan remains from con- 
secrated ground lias been obtained by misrepresentation, or if the 
permission thereby granted be exceeded, the Ecclesiastical Court 
may revoke the faculty and order the remains removed to be 
decently reinterred in their original position (?/i). 

1178. By the common law a coroner may order a body to be 
disinterred within a reasonable time after death either for the 
purpose of taking an original inquisition where none has been 
taken, or a furtlrer inquisition where the first was insuflicient (u). 


Part XVI. — Registration of Burials. 

Sect. 1. — Burials in Churchyards etc. 

1179. Registers of burials solemnised according to the rites of the 
Church of England within, all parishes or chapelries in England, 
whether subject to the ordinary or peculiar or other jurisdiction, 
are to be made and kept by the rector, vicar, curate, or officiating 
minister of ev^ery parish, or of any cliapelry where the ceremony 
of burial has been usually and may according to Jaw bo performed, 
for the time being, in books to be provided for the puiqiose (o). 

(/■) Under s. 2o of the Burial Act, 1857 (‘20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), referred to 
pp. 553, 554, ante. 

(k) li. v. Tristram {Vr.) (No. 1), [1898] 2 Q. B. 371; It. y. Tristram {Dr.) 
(No. 2) (1809), 80 L. T. 414, where the iligh Court did not accept the view 
expressed by l)r. Tristram in Drare v. Yoiuvj, [1899] P. 84, that the faculty 
might be acted upon without a licence from the Secretary of State. 

(/) R. Vc Tristram {Dr.) (No. 2), supra. 

(m) St. Fancras Vestry v. St. Martin -in-the-Fiehh {Vicar e^c.) (1860), 6 Jur, 

(n. s.) 540. * 

(n) Stanforde’s Les Pleas del Coron. 51 ; Hale’s Summary, p. 170 ; 2 Hawk. 
P. C., c. 8, 23. It is still undecided whether the licence of a Secretary of Stito 
ift necessary to legalise the disinterment of a corpse under u coroner’s order. See 
also title CoriONERS. 

(o) Parochial Kegisters Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 1. This Act, which 
forms the basis of the existing law with regard to the registration of burials, 
originally provided for the keeping of registers of baptisms, Tnarriagos, and 
burials, but now applies only to registers of baptisms and burials, liavmg been 
repealed as legards tlio registration of maitiages by the Births and Heaths 
Registration Act, 1836 (b & 7 Will. 4, c. 86h s. 1. Its chief object appears ftom 
the preamble to have been to facilitate prooi of pedigree. The chapelries in which 
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The hooks at^ to be provided from time to time by thfl 
churchwardens or chapelwardens of each parish or chapelry, at 
the expense of the parish or chapelry (p), on the requisition of the 
rector etc., and must apparently be obtained from* the . King's 
Printers. Detailed provisions are made as to the form of such 
books and of the entries to be made therein (9). 

It is the duty of the rector etc* as soon as possible after 
the burial (and in no case, unless prevented by sickness or other 
unavoidable impediment, later than within seven days thereafter) 
to record and enter in a fair and legible handwriting in the register 
book the several" particulars contained in the prescribed form, i,e,, 
“ name," “ abode," “when buried," “age,” “by whom the cere- 
mony was performed, and to sign the entry (»•). 


1180. If the ceremony is performed in any other place than the 
parish church or church3\ard of any parish or the chapel or chapel 
yard of any chapelry providing its own distinct registers, and is 
performed by a minister not being the rector, vicar, minister, or 
curate of such parish or chapelry, the minister who performs the 
ceremony must on the same or the next day transmit to the rector, 
vicar, or other minister of the parish or chapelry, or his curate, a 
certificate of the burial in a statutory form, and the rector, vicar, 
minister, or curate of the parish or chapelry must thereupon enter 
the burial, according to the certificate, in the register, adding to 
the entry, “ according to the certificate of the Rev. , 

transmitted to me on the day of " (. 9 ). 

In all cases of burial according to the rites of the Established 
Church in any extra-parochial place where there is no church or 
chapel, it is lawful for the officiating minister within one month 
after the burial to deliver to the rector, vicar, or curate of such 
parish immediately adjoining the place where the burial takes place 
as the ordinary shall direct, a memorandum of the burial signed by 
the person employed about the same, together with two of the 
persons attending the same ; the memorandum is to contain all such 
particulars as are required for filling in the register ; and every such 
memorandum delivered to the rector, vicar, or curate of such adjoin- 
ing parish or chapelry is to be entered in the register of his parish 
and to form part thereof {t). 


registers are to bo kept under s. 1 of the Act ai e there described as ^hapelries 
“ where the ceremonies of baptism, maniage, and burial ” have been usually 
pei-formed etc. ; but these words must doubtless be read disjunctively. Neither 
“parish nor “ chapelry” is define^ for the purpose of the Act. 

(p) The fund out of which the expense is to be met is not specified. 

0 Farodiial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), ss. 1 — 3 ; see Encjclopsedia 
of Eoms, Vol. III., p. 135. The provision of the register books appears to be an 
ecclesiastical purpose, so that the duties of churchwardens in the matter are not 
affected by the transfers of the civil functions of churchwardens that have taken 
place under the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Viet. c. 73). 

(r) Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 3. 

(s) Ihid^t 8. 4 . It is expressly provided by s. 16 of the Burial Act, 1857 (20 
4^ 21 Viet. 0 . 81), that s. 4 of the Act of 1812 shall not apply in the case of burial 
in a burial ground provided under the Burial Acts. « 

(0 Parochiali Bo^fisters Act, I 812 (52 Geo. 3, c. H6), s. 10. 
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the Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (a), are to be deemed to belong Burials in 
to the parish or chapelry, and are to be kept by and remain in the Church- 
power and custody of the rector, vicar, curate, or other officiating yaf da e to« 
minister thereof (h). • 

The books are to be kept in a dry ’well-painted iron cheat, to be CusUxiy of 
provided and repaired as occasion may require at the expense of ^^oka. 
the parish or chapelry (c) ; and detailed provisions are made for the 
care of the chest, and the constant keeping of the books in it under 
lock and key, except when temporarily removed for certain specified 
purposes, such as making fresh entries and inspection (d). 

1182. Every rector, vicar, or curate who has the keeping for the Scarchtsand 
time being of any register book of burials must at all reasonable certified 
times allow searches to be made of any register book in his keeping, 
and must give a copy certified under his hand of anyejitry or entries 
in the same on payment of the fees following : for every search 
extending over a period not more than one year, one shilling, and 
sixpence additional for every additional year ; and two shillings and 
sixpence for every single certificate (e). The copy is subject to stamp 
duty of one penny, payable by the person requiring the copy. An 
adhesive stamp, which must be cancelled by the person signing the 
copy before ha delivers it out of his hands, custody, or power, may 
be used (/). 

S a) There were statutory provisions for the keeping of registers of burials 
ore tbo Act of 1812; but these provisions, though not repealed by that Act, 
have since been repealed. The practice of keeping such registers, moreover, 
dates hack to a time prior to the first statutory provisions on the subject See 
Phillimore, Ecclesiastical Law, 2nd ed., pp. 496, 497. 

(b) Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Goo. 3, c. 146), s. 5. The Tiocal Oovorn- 
ment Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), s. 17 (8), which made new provision as 
to the custody oi parish documents in rural parishes, expressly preserves the 
existing law as to the custody of registers of burials. 

(c) Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 5. There is uo 
provision as to the person by whom the chest is to be provided, nor as to the 
fund out of which the expense is to be met. It has been suggested, but 
apparently without good ground, that the euactmout in the Jjocal Goveriiineut 
Act, 1894 (56 & 57 Yict. c. 73), s. 6 (1) (c) (ii.), transferring the functions of the 
churchwardens and overseers as to the provision of a “ parish chest,” refers to 
this iron chest. 

(d) Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 6. 

(«) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), s. 35. 

The section provides that “ every rector, vicar, or curate, and every registrar, 
registering officer, and secretary, who shall have the keeping for the time being 
of any register book of births, deaths, or marriages,” shall allow searches etc. 

But it is obvious that the expression “ register of deaths^* in the section must 
include re^sters of burials kept by rectefrs etc., as these persons keep no 
registers pf deaths as distinguished from registers of buiials ; and the section 
is treated as applicable to registers of burials kept by rectors etc. in the Burial 
Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Yict. c. 134), s. 8, and the Registration of Burials Act, 1864 
(27 & 28 Yict. c.'97), s. 6. See title Evidence. 

(/) Stamp Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Yict. c. 39), ss. 1, 64, and Schedule, Copy 
or Extract, Certified. These provisions impose a stamp duty of W. on any 
certified copy of or extract from a register of births, baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, or burials, subject to some exemptions which appear not to apply to 
the copies of register of burials to be furuishi^d nuder provisions abovf 
jrefenec’ to. 
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1183. Provisions are made for the annual transmission of copies 
o£ entries in the register to the registrar of the diocese, and for the 
preservation of such copies by the registrar (ff), of which the effect 
is fis follows : — 

Two months after the end of every year (December 31) copies of 
all the entries of burials which took place during the preceding year 
are to be made by the rector etc. or under his direction, and to be 
verified and signed by him in a specified manner, and his signature 
is to be attested by the churchwardens or chapel wardens, who are, 
on or before June 1, to transmit these copies to the registrar of the 
diocese, or if, owing to the default of the rector etc. in duly verifying 
and signing the copies, they cannot do so, to certify to that effect to 
the registrar. The rfegistrar is to cause the copies transmitted to 
him to be arranged and indexed, and is to preserve them ; and the 
copies with the indices are to be open to public search on payment 
of the usual fees (//). The registrar is to report annually to the 
bishop with regard to the transmission of the copies to him. 

1184. Besides the provisions above referred to, the Parochial 
Registers Act, 1812, contains a section preserving the existing law 
as to fees payable to any minister in respect of the performance of 
the duties with which the Act deals (i) ; a section providing for the 
application of pecuniary penalties (/c) ; and a section providing for 
the extension of the Act to cathedral and collegiate churches 
and college and hospital chapels and burial grounds belonging 
thereto (1). 

1185. The rector, vicar, curate, or officiating minister of any 
parish, district parish, or chapelry, who discovers any error in the 
form or substance of the entry in the register of any burial by him 
solemnised, may, within one calendar month after the discovery of 
the error, in the presence of two persons who attended at the burial, 
or in case of the death or absence of such persons, then in the 
presence of the churchwardens or chapelwardens, correct the entry, 
according to the truth of the case, by entry in the margin of the 
register, without any alteration or obliteration of the original entry, 
and sign the entry in the margin, adding the date when the 
correction is made. The correction and signature are to be attested 
by the persons in whose presence they are directed to be made, and 
in the copy of the register transmitted to the registrar of the 
diocese the rector, vicar, curate, or officiating minister is to certify 
the corrections so made by him (7/1). 

(f/) Parochial Registers Act, 1812t(d2 Geo, 3, c, 146), ss. 6 — 9, 11, 12. 

(A) It is possible that s. 3o of the Births and Deatns Registration Act, 1836 
(6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86), applies t 9 the inspection of these copies ; se'e note (e), 
p. 567 f a7ite. 

(i) Parochial Registers Act, 1812 (52 Geo. 3, c. 146), s. 16. It is difficult to 
see now there can be any right to such fees, seeing that the duties are statutory, 
and the statute does not provide for the payment of fees. 

(Zc) Ihid., s. 18. The Act does not impose any pepuniaty penalties. 

(/.) /5id., a. 20. 

(m) Forgery Act, 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4, c. 66), s. 21. The section Is 
expressed as a proviso on earlier provisions of the*" Act (now rraealed and 
replaced) impo^ng penalties for forgery etc. of registers, to the effect that if 
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Sect. 2 . — Burials in Burial Grounds, Cemeteries etc. 

1186 . All buriftls in any burial ground provided under the Burial 
Acts, 1852 tp 1906 (n), in any cemetery provided under the Public 
Health tin terments) Act, 1879(0), in any cemetery provided under a 
local Act incorporating the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (p), so far 
as the special Act contains nothing to the contrary, or in any otlier 
burial ground (an expression for this purpose including a vault or 
other place where any body is buried) not subject to special statu- 
tory provisions as to the registration of burials, are to be registered 
in register books provided, as the case may b^ by the burial 
authority, or the company, body, or persons to whom the cemetery 
or burial ground belongs, and kept for that purpose in accordance 
with the laws by which registers are to be kept by rectors, vicars, 
and curates of parishes or ecclesiastical districts (^)* 

In the case of a cemetery under a local Act incorporating tlie 
Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (r), or of a cemetery undei' the Public 
Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (s), for which a chaplain is still in 
office, the register book, as regards burials in the consecrated part 


the course stated in the text is followed, the rector etc. shall not bo li.iblo to 
such penalties. 

{n) See p. 445, ante, 

(o) 42 & 43 Viet. c. 31. See p. 506, ante, 

(p) 10 & 11 Viet. c. 65. See p. 614, ante, 

Iq) Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 134), s. 8; Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 
(10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), 6, 32; Registration of Burials Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Vict. 
c. 97), 6S. 1, 7. The Burial Act, 1853, s. 8, applies in toruia to burial grounds 
provided under that Act or the Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c. 85), but extends 
to all burial gi’ounds provided under the Burial Acts by virtue of the incoi jjoia- 
tion of the more important of those Acts with each other. See p. 4 18, ante. The 
provisions of the Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847, as to the registration of burials, 
are confined to burials in the consecrated 2 >art of the cemetery. Besides epplj ing 
to burials in the consecrated jiart of a cemetery provided under a local Act 
incorporating the Act of 1847 so far as the local Act contains nothing to the 
contrary, they apply to burials in the consecrated part of a cemetery provided 
under the Public Health (lutermeuts) Act, 1879 (42 43 Vict. c. 31), if a 

chaplain appointed for the cemetery is still in oUice. See p. 510, ante. If, 
however, there is no chaplain in office for a cemetery under the Act of 1879, 
burials in the consecrated part of the ground are by the Burial Act, J906 
(63 & (>l Vict. c, 15), s. 7, to be registered in like manner and suljjoct to the like 
provisions as burials iu the uuconsecrated part of the cemetery, that is, under tlie 
provisions of the Registration of Burials Act, 1864. The last-mentioned Act, 
by s. 1, aiiplies to th^e registration of burials in any burial ground burials in 
irhich are uot “now by law” required to be legistered ; and by s. 7 oC that 
Act it is provided that “the term ‘burial ground’ iucludos a vault or other place 
where any body is buried.” The Act of 1864 thus applies to burials in the 
uucouseemted part of a cemetery provided under a local Act incorporating the 
Clauses Act, 1847 (io & 11 VicC. c. 65), or iu a cemetery provid 
under a local Act not incorporating the Act of 1847, in the absence of provisions 
in the local Act for the registration of siich*burials ; to burials iu cemettMios 
under the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 31), except 
as regards the consecrated part of the ground iu the cases above rofeiicil to 
where a chajdain appointed for the cemetery is still in office ; and also, it seems, 
to any burial in private gi’ound. As to the legality of such burials, boo ]). 512, 
ante. The law with regard to tho keeping of registers of burials by reotom 
etc. apjdied by the enactments above mentioned is stated at pp. 555, 556, ante* 

(r) 10 & 11 Vict. c..65f 

(s) 42 & 43 Vict. c. 31, 
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of tbe ground, is to be bept by the chaplain of the cemetery (t). 
In other cases it is to be hept by an officer appointed to that duty 
. by the burial authority or by the company, body, or persons to 
whom the burial ground or cemetery belongs, as the case may 
be (u). 

In the case of a burial ground provided under the Burial Acts it 
is required that iu the register books shall be distinguished in what 
parts of the burial ground the several bodies the burials of which 
are entered in such register books are buried, and, where the whole 
of the burial grpund is not consecrated, whether in tKe conse- 
crated or unconsecrated portion ; and where the burial ground has 
been provided for more than one parish, the register must be kept 
or indexed so as to facilitate searches for entries in the register 
books in respect of bodies from the several parishes (w). 

1187. The register books kept under the above provisions, both 
for burial grounds provided under the Burial Acts and for all other 
burial grounds, are as to searches therein and copies thereof and 
extracts therefrom subject to the regulations of the Births and 
Deaths Begistfation Act, 1836 (ar), so far as those regulations relate to 
register books of burials kept by rectors, vicars, or curates (2/). 

1188. The register books kept under the foregoing provisions, or 
copies thereof or extracts therefrom, are to be received in all courts 
as evidence of the burials entered therein (^). 

1189. Copies or transcripts of the register books kept under the 
foregoing provisions must from time to time be sent to the registrar 
of the diocese to be kept with the copies of the register books of 
the parishes within the diocese (a), 

1190. Where a register of burials is required to be kept by the 
Eegistration of Burials Act, 1864, wilful failure on the part of the 
company, body, or persons to whom the burial ground belongs, or 


(i) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 32. 

(yf) Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viet. c. 134), s. 8 ; Eegistration of Burials Act, 
1864 (27 & 28 Viot. c. 97), s. 2 ; and see note (</), p. 559, ante. 

(w) Burial Act, 1853 (i6 & 17 Viet. c. 134), s. 8 ; and see note (7), p. 559, ante, 
(cc) 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86. 

(v) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 184T (10 & 11 Viet. c. 60), s. 33; Burial Act, 
1853 (16 & 17 Viot. c. 134), s. 8 ; Registration of Burials Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, 
c. 97), 8. 6. As to the application of these enactments, see note (f^), p. 559, 
ati/e. For the regulations of the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1836 
(6 7 Will. 4, c. 86), 8. 35, seep. 557, avfe. 

(z) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 1 1 Viet. c. 65). s. 32 ; Burial Act, 1853 
(I6.fe 17 Viet. c. 134), s, 8; Reg^tration of Burials Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, 
c. 97), fi. 5. 

(a) Cemeteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65), s. 32; Burial'Act, 1853 
(16 17 Viet. c. 134), 8. 8; Registration of Burials Act, 1864 (27 & 28 Viet, 

c. 97), 8. 3. The sections are not equally explicit as to the sending of the copies. 
S. 32 of the Act of 1847 merely provides that the copies or transcripts 01 the 
register shall be sent; s. 8 of the Act of 1853 provides that copies or 
transcripts verified and signed by the officer appointed to the duty of keeping 
the regist^ shall be sent ; and s. 3 of the Act of 1864 provides that copies or 
fj-auscripts shall from time to time be made, verified, and signed by the oflBoer 
appoint^ to the duty of keeping the i*egl6ter and Sbnt by him. As to the 
apljlication of the several sections, see note (g), p. 559, ante. 
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any officer or person appointed by them to the duty of keeping the 
register, to fulfil the obligations imposed on them or him as above 
stated is punishable on summary conviction by a penalty for every 
such offence*not exceeding £5{b). 

Sect, S. -Bvrials in Consecrated Ground ivithout Church of 
England Service. 

1191. When any burial has taken place in the consecrated ground 
of a churchyard or graveyard without the rites pf the Church of 
England under the Burial Laws Amendment Act, *1880, the person 
having the charge of or being responsible for such burial must on 
the day thereof, or the next day thereafter, tuansmit a certificate of 
such bui’ial in the form scheduled to the Act or in a form to the 
like effect to the rector, vicar, incumbent, or other officiating 
minister in charge of the parish or district in which the churchyard 
or graveyard is situate or to which it belongs, or in the case of any 
burial ground or cemetery vested in a burial authority to the person 
required by law to keep the register of burials therein, who must 
thereupon enter such burial in the register of burials of such 
parish or district or of such burial ground or cemetery. Such 
entry, instead of stating by whom the ceremony of burial was 
performed, must state by whom the same is certified. 

Any person wilfully making a false statement in such certificate, 
and any rector, vicar, minister, or other person as aforesaid 
receiving such certificate and refusing or neglecting duly to enter 
such burial in the register, is guilty of a misdemeanour (c). 

A rector etc. refusing to enter such burial may be compelled by 
mandamus to make the entry (d). 

Sect. 4. — Destruction^ Forgery^ and Falsification of Register. 

U92. It is a felony, for which the maximum punishment is 
penal servitude for life, unlawfully to destroy, deface, or injure, or 
cause or permit to be destroyed, defaced, or injured, any register of 
burials by law authorised or required to be kept or any part 
thereof, or any certified copy thereof or any part thereof, or to 
forge or fraudulently alter in any such register any entry relating 
to any burial or any part of such register, or any certified copy 
thereof or of any part thereof, or knowingly and unlawfully to insert 
or cause or permit to be inserted in such register or in any certified 
copy thereof any false entry of any matter relating to any burial, or 


(ftj Registration of Burials Act, 18Gi (27 jk 28' Vici. c. 97), s. 4. • As to the 
application of this Act, see note M, p. 57)9, ajitr. The section imposes tho 
penalty if the company etc. “ wilfully fail to gomply with any of the provisions 
of this Act.” Thei‘e does not appear to be any cjonesponding provision wilh 
l egard to registers of burials required to be kept under the Burial Acts or the 
Oemoteries Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 65). 

(c) Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. 10, and Sohed. 
B., extended to cemeteries imder the Public Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (42 
& 43 Viet. c. 31), by Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Viet, c. 15), s. 9. As to 
burials under the Act of 1880, see pp. 424 et seq., ante; and for the definition 
of “ graveyard” for^h^ purposes of that Act, see note (/), p. 424, ante. 

[d) Jt. V. Hall (1881), 45 J. P. 436. 
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knowingly and unlawfully to give any false certiificate relating to 
any burial, or to certify any writing to be a copy or extract from 
any such register knowing such writing or the part of the register 
of which it is a copy or extract to be false in any maleriVil particular, 
or to forge or counterfeit the seal of, or belonging to, any register 
office or burial board, or to offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such 
register, entry, certified copy, certificate, or seal, knowing the same 
to be false, forged, or altered, or any copy of any entry in any such 
register knowing the entry to be false, forged, or altered (e). 

It is also a felony, for which the maximum punishment is penal 
servitude for life," to do any of the following things to any copy of 
any register of burials directed or required by law to be trans- 
mitted to any registrar or other officer — that is fo say, knowingly 
and wilfully to insert or cause or permit to be inserted therein any 
false entry of any matter relating to any burial, or to forge or alter, 
or to offer, utter,' dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged 
or altered, any such copy ; knowingly and wilfully to sign or verify 
any such copy which shall be false in any part thereof knowing 
the same to he false ; unlawfully to destroy, deface, or injure any 
such copy ; or for a fraudulent purpose to take any such copy from 
its place of deposit or to conceal it (/). 

Skct. 5. — Coroneys Order and Registrar's Certificate for Burial, 

U93. A coroner upon holding an inquest upon any body may 
if he thinks tit, after view of the body, by order under his hand, 
authorise the body to he buried before verdict and before registry of 
the death, and in such case must deliver the order to the relative 
of the deceased or other person who causes the body to be buried, 
or to the undertaker or other person having charge of the 
funeral y hut, except upon holding an inquest, no order, w^arrant, 
or other document for the burial of a body is to be given by a 
coroner (g). 

A registrar of births, deaths, and marriages, upon registering 
any death, or upon receiving a written requisition to attend at a 
house to register a death, or upon receiving written notice of the 
occurrence of a death, accompanied by due medical certificate, must 
forthwith, or as soon after as he is required, give, without fee or 
reward, either to tlie person giving information concerning the 
death or sending the requisition or notice, or to the undertaker or 
other person having charge of tlie funeral of the deceased, a 


(y Forgery Act, 1801 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 36. The burial Act, 1857 
(20 & 21 Viet. c. 81), s. 15, coutaius similar, though slifjhtly less elaborate, provi- 
sions, expressed to apply with reference to “ any register bpok of burials kept 
accoi’ding to the provisions of thil Act.” The requirements of the Burial Acts 
as to the registration of burials are, however, contained, not in the Act of 1857, 
but in the Burial Act, 1853 (16 & 17 Viejb. c. 134), s. 8. See p. 559, ante. As 
to forgery, see title Criminal Law and PaocEDiniE. 

(/) Forgery Act, 1861 (24 & 26 Viet. c. 98), s. 37. See further, title 
Criminajl Law and Procedure. 

(ff) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 88), s. 17, as 
amended by Coroners Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Viet. c. 71), ss. 1^ (6), 45 and Schedl. IIJ* 
As to oorouers generally, see titie Cobonsbs, 
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Certifi(?afcG under his hand that he has registered or received *81 ect. 5. 
notice of the death, as the case may be. . Coroner’s 

Every such order of the coroner and certificate of the registrar. Ordered 
is to he delivered to the person wlio buries or performs any funeral Rtfiptrar’s 
or religious service for the burial of the body of the deceased ; and Cerfaficate 
any person to whom such order or 'certificate was given by the 
coroner or registrar who fails so to deliver or cause to be delivered Order or 
the same is liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding 
forty shillings. toper^^* 

The person who buries or performs any funeral or religious performing 
service for the burial of any dead body as to w*liich no order or 
certificate as above provided is delivered to him must within seven registmr'of 
days after tlie burial give notice thereof in wfiting to the registrar, noa-deiivery. 
and if he fails so to do is liable on summary conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding iClO (h). 

1194. If, however, the body of the deceased is buried in conse- Burial in 
crated ground without the rites of the Church of England under 

the Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880, the order of the coroner or out^church of 
certificate of the registrar is to be delivered to the relative, friend, England 
or legal representative of the deceased having the charge of or being 
responsible for the burial, instead of to the person who buries or 
performs any funeral or religious service for the burial of the body 
of the deceased ; and any person to whom the order or certificate is 
given by the coroner or registrar who fails so to deliver or cause to 
be delivered the same is liable to a penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings ; and any such relative, friend, or legal representative 
above mentioned to whom no such order or certificate is delivered 
must within seven days after the burial give notice thereof in 
writing to the registrar, and if he fails to do so is liable to a penalty 
not exceeding X*10 (t). 

Sect. 6. — Still-bom Children. 

1195. A person may not wilfully bury or procure to be buried Child horn* 

the body of any deceased child as if it were still-born. buried os stilT 

A person who has control over or ordinarily buries bodies in any born ® ‘ ‘ 
burial ground may not permit to be buried in such burial ground Ci>ndition9 of 
the body of any deceased child as if it were still-born, and’ may not of child 
permit to be buried or bury in such burial ground any still- 
born child, before there is delivered to him either — (a) a written 
certificate that such child was not born alive, signed by a registered 
medical practitioner who was in attendance at the birth or has 
examined the body of such child, or (b) a declaration signed by 
some person who would, if the child had been born alive, have been 
required by the Births and Deaths Eegistration Act, 1874, to give 
information concerning the birth, that b to say, the father or 


as Btill*born. 


fA) Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Vici o. 88), ss. 17, 45. 
(iV Burial Laws Amendment Act, 1880 (43 & 44 Viet. c. 41), s. ll,as amended 
by Burial and Begistration Acts (Doubts Bemoval) Act, 1881 (44 & 45 Yiot. 
c. 2), s. 2. As there is no express provision for the recovery of the j^nalties 
under these Acts, they flQspear only to be recoverable by action at the instance 
of the Crown. See BraMaugh v. Clarke (1883), 8 App. Cas. 354. 
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■ toother, or the oOcllpier of the house in which to his knowledge the 
child was born, or any person present at the birth, to the effect that 
no registered medical practitioner was present at the birth, or that 
his certificate cannot be obtained, and that the child was pot born 
alive, or (c), if there has been an inquest, an order of the coroner. 

. Any person acting in contravention of any of these provibiona is 
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding £10(i;). 

Sect. 7 . — Coffins containing more than one Bodi}> 

1196. Where (.here is in the coffin in which any deceased person 
is brought for burial the body of any other deceased person or the 
))ody of any still-born child, the undertaker or other person who 
1ms charge of the funeral must deliver to the person who buries or 
performs any funeral or religious service for the burial of such body 
or bodies notice in writing signed by such undertaker or other 
person, and stating to the best of his knowledge and belief with 
respect to each such body the following particulars : (a) if the body 
is the body of a deceased person, the name, sex, and place of abode 
of the said deceased person ; (b) if the body has been found exposed, 
and tlie name and place of abode are unknown, the fact of the body 
having been so found and of the said particulars being unknown ; 
and (c) if the body is that of a deceased child without a name, or a 
still-born child, the name and place of abode of the father, or, if it 
is illegitimate, of the mother of such cliild. 

Every person failing to comply with any of these provisions is 
liable on suiiiniary conviction to a penalty not exceeding i!10 (/)• 


Part XVII. — Mortuaries. 

1197. An elective burial board may, with the approval of the 
vestry or body having the powers of the vestry in this behalf (with 
the necessity for w^hich approval the Local Government Board (/a) 
have, however, power to dispense (n)), and subject to the provisions 
of the Burial Acts and the regulations to be made thereunder (o), 
hire, take on lease, or otherwise provide fit and proper places for 
the reception of bodies previous to interment, and make arrange- 
ments for the reception and care of bodies to be deposited therein, 
and for providing such places may exercise all the powers vested 
in them under the Burial Acts for providing a burial ground (p). 


{k) Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874 (37 & 38 Viet. c. 88), ss. 1, 18, 
40(3), 45. 

(/) Ibid., ss, 19, 45. • 

(m) Substituted for a Secretary of State by the Buiial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 
Viot. c. 16), 8. 4 and Sohed. 1. 

(w) Burial Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 128), s. 6, See p. 461, ante* 

(o) M tp. ipgulations under the Burial Acts, see p. 637, ante. No regulations 
of a general kind have been made under the Acts with regard to mortuaries. 

( joj Bunal Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. o. 85), s. 42* As to the body to whom 
the functions of the vestry now attach where an eicetiye ^burial board act for a 
rural parish ur part of a rural parish, see pp. 49S, 499, unie. There U no gonerai 
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This -power of providing a mortuary may be exercised also by 
authorities (other than elective burial boards) in whom the powers 
of a burial board are vested, and in some cases is exercisable 
without^ any approval on the part of a vestry or body substituted 
for a vestry (q). 

The enactment conferring the power above mentioned also 
enables a mortuary to be provided for a parish not under a burial 
board or an authority having the powers of a burial board, but there 
'is some doubt as to the authority by whom and the manner in which 
this power is exercisable (r). 


provision substituting any other body for the vestry for the purposes of the 
section in the case of an urban parish ; and if, as is probably the better view, 
the approval of the vestry required is “iu relation to any expense or rate ” 
within s. 7 (3) of the Local Government Act, 1894 (56 & 67 Viet. c. 73), so that 
the power of approval is exercisable by tho parish meeting in the case of a 
rural parish with a parish council, it follows that the power of approval could 
not be transferred from the vestry in the case of an urban parish by order under 
8. 33 of the Act of 1894. 

(vj See pp. 485, 488, 490, 502, ante. 

{r) The Burial Act, 1852 (15 & IG Viet, c, 85), s. 42, gives the power to pro- 
vide a mortuary, subject to the provisions of tho Burial Acts and of the 
regulations to be made thereunder, not only to any burial board, but also to 
‘ ‘ the churchwardens and overseers of the poor of any parish [i/i the metropo/id] 
for which a burial board shall not have been appointed under this Act, by the 
direction of the vestry,” and provides that such churchwardens and overseers 
may exercise all such powers as under the Poor Belief Act, 1819 (59 Geo. 3, 
c. 12), or otherwise ** the churchwardens and overseers of any parish not having 
a workhouse might exercise for providing a workhouse for such parish.” The 
words referring to the metropolis wore impliedly repealed by the Burial Act, 
1853 f 16 & 17 Viet o. 134), s. 7, and expressly by the Statute Law Revision Act, 
1894 (57 *& 58 Viet. c. 56), s. 1 and Sched. 1. At the time when the Burial Act, 
1852, was passed, the powers of the churchwardens and overseers under the 
Poor Relief Act, 1819, for the provision of workhouses had by the Union and 
Parish Property Act, 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69), s. 4, been declared to be 
exercisable, under the control and subject to the rules etc. of the Poor Law 
Commissionors (afterwards the Poor Law Board and now the Local Government 
Board), by the overseers (including the churchwardens as ex officio overseers, see 
ihid.f B. 9) in any parish not under a board of guardians, and by the guardians 
of any union or parish formed or established by viitue of any Act of Parliament. 
In 1852, though there were still numerous parishes elsewhere not under any 
board of guardians, there appears to have been no longer any such parish in the 
metropolis. Consequently there was no parish to which, as originally passed, the 
Act of 1852 applied, in which the churchwardens and overseers had actually any 
power to provide a workhouse under the Act of 1819. S. 42 of the Act of 
1852 refers, however, not to the powers which the churchwardens and overseers 
“ exercise,” but to those which tney ** might exercise,” and must, doubtless, be 
read as meaning that the church widens and overseers shall, for the purpose of 
providing a mortuary, have the powers that they would have under the Act of 
1819 and otherwise for providing a workhouse if their parish were not under a 
board of guardians. Ss. 8 — 10 of the Act qf 1819, which empowered church- 
wardens and overseers to provide workhonsea, are repealed by the Statute Law 
Revision Act, 1876 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 66), but ui^der the provisoes to that Act are 
still in force for the purposes of s. 42 of the Burial Act, 1852. The oth(*r 
enactments as to the provision of workhouses by churchwardens and overseers 
still in force are — Poor Relief Act, 1601 (43 Eli*, c. 2), s. 4 (s, 5 in some editions 
of the Statutes); Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76), 
ss. 21, 23; Union and Parish Property Act. 1835 (5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 69); and 
Union and Parish Property Act, 1837 (7 Will. 4 & 1 Viet, c. 50). See also 
Divided Parishes and Poor Law Amendment Act, 1882 (45 & 46 Viet c. 58), 
e. 14 ; Commons Act,d859 (02 & 63 Viet. c. 30), s, 22 and Sched. I. 

it remains to be considered, in the view of the effect of a. 42 of the 
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PaetxVii.' ,1198. Any local authority under the Public Health Acts may, 
Mortuaries, and if required by the Local Government Board must, and every 
Powers of » sanitary authority in London must, provide and tit up a mortuary, 
local author!- a proper place for the reception of dead bodies befpfe inter- 
ties umierr ment, and may make bye-laws with respect to the management 

Acia.*^ ' and charges for use of the same. They may also provide for the 
decent and economical interment, at charges to be fixed by such 
bye-laws, of any dead body which may be received into a 
mortuary (s). 


Buildings for 
conduct of 
post-iHorteni 
examinations. 


1199. A local authority under the Public Health Acts may provide 
and maintain a proper place (otherwise than at a workhouse or at a 
mortuary) for the reception of dead bodies during the time required 
to conduct any post-mortem examination ordered by a coroner or 
other constituted authoiity, and may make regulations with respect 
to the management of such place (t) ; and a sanitary authority in 
London may, and (except in the Ciise of the Common Council of 
the City (u ) ), if required by the London County Council, must, 
provide and maintain a proper building (otherwise than at a 
workhouse) for the reception of dead bodies during the time 
required to conduct any post-mortem examination ordered by a 
coroner or other constituted authority, and may make regulations 


Burial Act, 1802, taken above, in whom the powers of the vestry and church- 
wardens and overseers under consideration are now vested. In the case of 
a rural parish with a parish council the powers of the vestry appear to be 
vested in the parish council under s. 6 (1) (a) of the Local (ioverument 
Act, 1894 (50 & 57 Viet. c. 73), for s. 7 (3) of that Act, substituting the 
parish meeting for the vestry for certain purposes of the Burial Acts, appears 
only to apply whore the Burial Acts have been adopted. By a. 6 (1) (e) (iii.) of 
the Act of 1894, the powers of the churchwardens and overseers as to the 
“ holding or management of parish property^’ are in such a parish transferred 
to the parish council ; but these powers would not seem to include the powers 
of the churchwardens and overseers for tho provision of a mortuary. 

The host view accordingly seems to be that in a rural parish with a parish 
council the powers in question are exercisable by the overseers alone (see 
ibid., s. 5 (2) ) under the direction of the parish council. Possibly, however, 
the conveyance of the land acquired should bo made to the parish council. 
Similarly it seems that in the case of a rural parish not under a pariah council 
tho powers would be exercisable by the overseers alone under the direction 
of the palish mooting. See ibid., s. 19 (4). In the case of an urban parish, in 
the absence of an order under s. 33, affecting the matter, the power would 
still be exercisable by the churchwardens and overseers under the direction of 
the vestry. In the county of London the powers in question for the provision 
of a mortuary appear to attach in all cases to tho metropolitan borough council. 
See Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (18 & 19 Viet. c. 120), s. 8; Metropolis 
Management Amendment Act, 1856 (19 & 20 Viet. c. 112), s. 3; London 
Government Act, 1899 (62 & 63 Vipt. c. 14), ss. 4, 23 (3). 

(«) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viot. c. 66), 6. 141; Public Health 
(London) Act, 1891 (54 & 65 Vict,^ c. 76), s. 88. As to the removal of the bodies of 
persons dying of infectious diseases to such mortuaries, see pp. 5-19 aeq., ante. 
The Local Government Board have issued a series of model bye-laws for 
mortuaries under the Act of 1875 (series 15). See Mackenzie and Handford, 
Model Bye-laws, p. 507. 

(t) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55), s. 143. 

(u) Public Health fLondon) Act, 1891 (64 & 65 Viet. c. 76). s. 133. The 

Common Council are the sanitary authority for the City in succession to the City 
Commissioners of Sewers under the City of London Sbwers Act. 1897 (60 & 61 
Yict. 0 . cxxxiii.)^ ' 
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with respect to the management of such building. The building 
may be provided in connection with a mortuary, but this provision 
does not authorise the conducting of any post-mortem examination 
in a mortuary (a). 

A coroner may order the removal of a dead body to or from 
a place so provided for the purpose of conducting a post-mortem 
examination (t). 

Any sanitary authorities in London may, with the approval of 
the London County Council, execute their duty with respect to 
mortuaries and buildings for post-mortem examinations by com- 
bining for that purpose, or by contracting for the use by one of 
the contracting authorities of any such mortuary or building pro- 
vided by another of such contracting authoritifes, upon terms to be 
agreed upon(c). Similar arrangements might be made by local 
authorities under the Public Ilealth Acts un^ler their general 
Iiowers of combination for the purposes of those Acts {<1), 

Borrowing powers are available to local and sanitary autliorities 
for the above pui’poses (c). 

The London County Council are required to provide and main- 
tain proper accommodation for the holding of inquests, and nniy, 
by agreement with a sanitary authority, jirovido and maintain the 
same in connection with a mortuary or a building for post-mortem 
examinations provided by that authority, or with any building 
belonging to that authority, and may do so on such terms as may 
be agreed on with the authority (/). 

1200. The London County Council are also empowered to provide 
and fit up one or two buildings as mortuaries for the reception, under 
a coroner’s order, of unidentified dead bodies found in London (y). 


(a) Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c. 76), s. 00. 

(h) Coroners Act, 1887 (50 & 61 Yiot. c. 71), s. 24. 

(c) Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & 55 Vict. c, 76), s. 91. 
id) Public Health Act, 1875 (38 & 39 Vict. c. 55), s. 285. 

(e) The general borrowing powers of the Public Health Act, 1875 (see ihid., 
8S. 233 — 244), are available for the provision of a mortuary or place for post 
mortem examinations under that Act, as for other purposes of the Act ; see 
title IjOCAL Government. The Public Health (Londou^ Act, 1891 (54 & 55 
Vict. c. 76), fl. 105(2) (r), expressly enables sanitaiy autliorities in Jiumlon to 
boiTow for the purpose. 

(/) Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (54 & o."> Vict. c. 76), s. 92. Kee title 
Coroners. 

(ff) Ibid., s. 93, The section contains somewhat detailed provisions as to 
such buildings, the reception etc. of dead bodies thoroin, and the holding ol 
inquests over such dead bodies. 
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Part XVIII.— Cremation. 

Sect. 1. — Statutory Provisions. 

Sub-Sect. 1. — Introductory, 

1201. It is not unlawful at common law to burn a dead body 
instead of burying it, provided that the burning is done in such a 
manner as not to amount to a nuisance Qi). But the place and 
manner and conditions of burning are now defined by the Crema- 
tion Act, 1902 (i), and the regulations made by the Home Secretary 
under that Act, and, it is an offence to effect any cremation in 
contravention thereof (j). 

1202 . In the Cremation Act, 1902, “ burial authority is defined 
as meaning any burial board, any council, committee, or other 
local authority having the powers and duties of a burial board, and 
any local authority maintaining a cemetery under the Public 
Health (Interments) Act, 1879 (X), or under any local Act; and 
“ crematoi ium ” is defined as meaning any building fitted with 
appliances for the purpose of burning human remains, and as 
including everything incidental or ancillary thereto (/). 

Sub-Sect. 2,— Crematoria, 

1203. The powers of a burial authority to provide and maintain 
burial grounds or cemeteries, or anything essential, ancillary, or 
incidental thereto, extend to and include the provision and main- 
tenance of crematoria ; but no human remains may be burned in 
any such crematorium until the plans and site thereof have been 
approved by the Local Government Board, and until the crema- 
torium has been certified by the burial authority to the Secretary 
of State to be complete, built in accordance with such plans, and 
properly equipped for the puiq^ose of the disposal of human remains 
by burning {m). 


{h) It T. Price (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 247 ; 11. v. Stephemon (1884), 13 Q. B. D. 
331. 

(i) 2 Edw. 7, c. 8. 

(7) Ibid., 8. 8 ; and son p. 57-5, post, 

{k) 42 &43 Vict. c, 31. 

(0 Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 2. The definition of burial 
euihority” is the same as that in the Burial Act, 1900 (63 & 64 Vict. c. l.i), 
1 1. See p. 4o0, a7U€. 

(?/?) (heiTiation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. Sh s. 4. It will be observed that the 
section leaves the provision of a prcniatoiium optional. A burial board or 
nn authority with the powers of a burial board are bound, under s. 25 of the 
Burial Act, 1852 (15 & 16 Vict. c^85), to provide a burial ground, uihess they 
avail theinsolves of the alternative of contmeting with a cemetery company for 
interments under s. 26 of that Act. See p. 460, a7ite. Such a burial authority 
consequently, though they may provide a crematorium in addition to a burial 
ground, c&nnot provide a crematorium in substitution for a burial ground. 
Similarly a local authority within the meaning of the Public-Health (Interments) 
Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 31), can only provide a crematorium in addition to, 
but not in substitution for, a burial gi'ound, since it is only where such a local 
authority are maintaining a burial ground that they cdm« within the definition 
“ burial authority.” 
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A crematorium may not bo constructed nearer to any 
dwelling-house than 200 yards, except with the consent in writing 
of the owner, lessee, and occupier of such house, nor within fifty 
yards 6t any public highway, nor in the consecrated part of tho 
burial ground of any burial authority (w). 

A burial authority may accept a donation of land for the 
purpose of a crematorium, and a donation of money or other 
property for enabling them to acquire, construct, or maintain a 
crematorium (o). 

Suu-Sect. 3. — IncuinhenU anJ (yorcmers. 

1204. The incumbent of any occlesiastical parish is not, with 
respect to his parishioners or persons dying *in his parish, under 
any obligation to perform a funeral service before, at, or after the 
cremation of their remains, within the ground of a burial autliority, 
but upon his refusal so to do any clerk in holy orders of tho 
Established Church not being prohibited under ecclesiastical 
censure may, with the permission of the bishop i.nd at the request 
of the executor of the deceased person, or of the burial authority 
or other person having charge of the cremation or interment of the 
cremated remains, perform such service within such ground {]))• 

1205. Nothing in the Cremation Act, 1902, is to interfere with 
the jurisdiction of any coroner, or authorise a burial authority to 
create or permit a nuisance (3). 


Sub-Sect. 4. — Feea. 

1206. A burial autliority may demand payment of any such 
charges or fees for the burning of human remains in any crema- 
torium provided by them, as may be authorised by any table 
approved by the Local Government Board, and such charges or 
fees, and any other expenses properly incurred in or in connection 
with the cremation of a deceased person, are to bo deemed to bo 
part of the funeral expenses of the deceased (r). 

In any table of fees respecting burials to be made or 
approved by the Secretary of State, a fee may be fixed in respect 
of a burial service before, at, or after cremation, and if no fee is 
fixed, the fee, if any, fixed in respect of a burial service applies {s). 


mo 
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fw) Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 6. The distance of 200 yards is 
to oe measured as the crow flies (Interpretation Act, 1889 {d2 & Yict. c, 63), 
a. 34) from the walls of the dwelling-house, not from the boundary of tho 
curtilage adjoining the house {Wright v. Wallasey Lveal Board (1887), IS 
Q. B. D. 783)./ For the meaning of “any public highway,"' see title 
Highways, Streets and Bridges. ♦ 

(0) Crqpation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 6. 

Ip) Ibid,, 8. 11. • 

(3) Ihid,t 8. 10. It is a misdemeanour at common law to burn or otherwise 
dispose of a dead body with intent thereby to prevent the holding upon mucU 
body of an intended inquest where the inquest is one which the coroner baa 
jurisdiction to hold(.S. v. Brice (1884), 12 Q. B. D. 247; Yi. v. Stephenson (1884), 
13 Q. B. D. 331). 

(r) Crematiou Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 9. As to funeral expenses, sea 
pp. 406, 407, ante. , 

{a) Ibid., B. 12. Ab to such table of fees, see Burial Act, 1900 (63 A 64 Yict 
c. 16), f, 3; and pp. 479, 480, ante. 
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Burial Am> Crematiojt. 

If the ashes of any cremated body are disposed of or interred by 
a statutory cemetery company, the company are in some cases 
required to pay fees to the incumbent and clerk of the parish or 
ecclesiastical district from which the body of the deceased was 
removed for cremation (a). ■ 

Suii-SECT. 6 . — Jiepeal of certain Enactments, 

1207. By virtue of the Cremation Act, 1902, any provisions in any 
previous local and personal Act for the like purpose as that Act 
and any bye-]a^}^8 or regulations made thereunder, so far as they 
related to that purpose, ceased to bo in operation as from the date 
wJien regulations under that Act came into force, Le.^ August 11, 

Ki'XT. 2. liegulations for Cremation. 

»S on -Sect. 1 . — Defin it i ons. 

1208. For the })urposes of ilio Cremation Regulations, 1903 (c), 
the expr(‘,ssion cremation authority means any burial authority or 
any company or person by whom a crematorium has been estab- 
lished ; and “medical referee” means a medical referee or deputy 
medical referee appointed in pursuance of the provisions in the 
regulations in that behalf (d). 

Other expressions in the regulations have, unless the contrary 
intention appears, the same respective meanings as in the Crema- 
tion Act, 1902 (e). 

8uii-Sect. 2.~ ■Maintenance and Jnspevtion of Crevnaturia, 

1209. Every crematorium must be (1) maintained in good work- 
ing order, (2) provided with a sufiiciont number of attendants, 

(«) Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. S), a. IS, by which ss. 52 and 67 of 
tho Oemeterioa Clauses Act, 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 65) (as to which see 
pp. 522, 526, ante\ and any similar piovisions in any local and personal Act 
authorising the making of a cemetery, are to apply to tho disposition or inter- 
ment of the ashes of a cremated body as if it were tho burial of a body. 

Uj) Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. 14 ; and seo note (r), infru. 

(c) The regulation.s referred to in the present section uro cjjiitaiiied in an order 
of tne Home Secretary (Stat, 11. and O. Rev., 190"1, Vol. IV., “Cremation 
(England) ” ) dated March 31, 1903, and made under s. 7 of the Cremation Act, 
1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8). That section empowers the Secretary of State to make 
regulations with regard to various matters there enumerated in connection 
with cremation, and provides that a copy of regulations so made shall be laid 
before both Houses of Parliament, and that, after having lain for forty days 
before Parliament, they shall, unless an address is presented by either House 
praying His Majesty to withhold assent therefrom, have effect as if enacted in 
the Act. The Regulations of 1903 were duly laid before Parliament, and, no 
address having been presented against them, came into force on May 11, 1903, 
when they had Iain before Parliament for forty days.. In view of the provision 
that the regulaticms shall have effect as if enacted in the Act, they must be 
taken conclusively to be intra iHres (Institute o/ Patent Agents v. Lockwood^ 
[169^1] A. 0. 347). The regulations nave no short title, and are referred to in 
the present part of this title as the Cremation Regulations, 1903. 

A schedule to the regiilations contains a series of forms for the certificates etc. 
reqiured by the regulations in connection with cremation. The regulations do 
not contemplate any departure from the prescribed forms, for they prescribe the 
use of the scheduled forms in absolute terms, and not only the use of these 
forms or forms to the like effect. * 

id) Cremation Regulations, 1903, preliminary provisions. 

(e) Interpretation Act, 1889 (52 A 53 Viet. o. 63), s. 31. 
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and (3) kept constantly in a cleanly and orderly condition. But a 
crematorium may be closed by order of the cremation authority if 
not less,iiban*one month’s notice be given by advertisement in two 
papers circulating in the locality, and by written notice llxed at the 
entrance to the crematorium. The* cremation authority must 
give notice in writing to the Secretary of State of the opening or 
closing of any crematorium (/). 

Every crematorium must be open to inspection at any reason- 
able time by any person appointed for that purpose by the Secre- 
tary of State or by the Local Government Board (g), 

Sub-Sect 3 — Conditions uiulci' which Grematv}j(i may iahejilacem 

1210. No cremation of human remains may take place except in 
a crematorium of tlie opening of which notice has been given to the 
Secretary of State (fe). 

It is not lawful to cremate the remains of any person who is 
known to have left a written direction to the contrary, or to 
cremate human remains which have not been identified (r). 

No cremation is to be allowed until the death of the deceased has 
been duly registered, except where an inquest has boon held and a 
certificate given by a coroner (/c). 

No cremation is to be allowed to take place unless application 
therefor be made, and the particulars stated in the application be 
confirmed by statutory declaration. Such application must be 
signed and the statutory declaration made by an executor or by the 
nearest surviving relative of the deceased, or, if made by any other 
person, must show a satisfactory reason why the application is not 
made by an executor or by the nearest surviving relative (1). 

1211. No cremation is to be allowed to take place unless (1) a 
certificate be given by a registered medical practitioner who lias 
attended the deceased during his last illness, and who can certify 
definitely as to the cause of death, and a confirmatory medical certifi- 
cate be given by another medical practitioner, who must be qualified 
as hereinafter mentioned (m),or (2) b, j> 08 Umortevi examination has 
been made by a medical practitioner expert in pathology, appointed 
by the cremation authority (or in case of emergency appointed by 
the medical referee), and a certificate given by him (n), or (3) an 
inquest has been held and a certificate has been given by the 
coroner (o). And no cremation may, in any case, take place except 
on the written authority of the medical referee (p). 

The confirmatory medical certificate above mentioned, if not 


(/) Cremation BegulationB, 1903, r* 1. 
m Ihid.f r. 2. 

(A) Ibid,, r. 3. 

(i) Ihid,^ rr. 4, 6, 

(k) Jbid.f r. (>. For the proscribed form, see ibid., Schedule, ]<^orm lil. 

(/) Ibid, 9 r. 7. the prescribed form, see lAtW., {Schedule, l^'orm A. 

1 bid,, r. 8. For the prescribed forms, see ibid,, Schedule, Forms B 

und C. 

(n) Ibid, For the^, p>escribed form, see ibid,. Schedule, Form TJ. 

i o) Ibid, For the prescribed form, see ibid,, Schedule, Form E. 

p) Ibid, For the prescribed fonUi see ibid,, Schedule, Form F, 
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Burial Cremation.- 

given by the medical referee, must bo given by a registered medical 
practitioner of not less than five years' standing, who must either 
(i) be appointed for the purpose by the cremation auih,o,rity, or 
f2) hold one of the following appointments : medical officer of 
health ; police surgeon ; certifying surgeon under the Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1901 (q ) ; medical referee under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act, 1906 (r), or (3) hold an appointment as physician 
or surgeon in a public general hospital containing not less than 
fifty beds (s). 

1212. A cremation authority must appoint a medical referee, 
who must be a registered medical practitioner of not less than five 
years’ standing and possess such experience and qualifications as 
will fit him for the discharge of the duties required of him by the 
Cremation Regulations of 1903. If otherwise qualified he may be 
a person holding the office of coroner or of medical officer of 
health. They must also appoint a deputy medical referee possessing 
the like qualifications to act in the absence of the medical referee 
and in any case in which the medical referee has been the medical 
attendant of the deceased. On making any such appointment they 
must notify the name, address, and qualifications of the medical 
referee or deputy medical referee to the Secretary of State ((). 

The medical referee, if he has personally investigated the 
cause of death, may give the prescribed confirmatory certificate, 
and if he has made the post-mortem examination may give the 
prescribed post-mortem certificate. He may also, if a coroner, 
himself give the prescribed coroner’s certificate (w). 

1213. The duties of the medical referee are as follows : — 

He must not allow any cremation to take place if it appears that 
the deceased left a written direction to the contrary, nor (except 
where an inquest has been held and a certificate given by a coroner 
in the prescribed form) unless he is satisfied that the death of the 
deceased has been duly registered, by the production of a “ certifi- 
cate of registry of death ” on one of the forms provided by the 
Registrar-General for production in case of burial. 

He must, before allowing the cremation, examine the application 
and certificates and ascertain that they are such as are required by 
the Cremation Regulations, 1903, and that the inquiry made by 
the persons giving the certificates has been adequate. He may make 
any inquiry with regard to the application and certificates that he 
may think necessary. 

He must not allow the cremation unless he is satisfied that the 
application is made by an executor or by the nearest surviving 
relative of the deceased, or,af made by any other person, Jhat the 


1 Edw. 7, 0 . 22. 


(r) The regulations lefer to the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1897 (60 & 61 
Viet. 0 . 37), for which the Act of 1906(6 Edw. 7, c. 58), s. 10, is now substituted. 
(«) Cremation Regulations, 1903, r. 9. 

(<) lUd., r. 10. . 

(If) lUd,^ r, U. J’or the prescribed foriijs^ lee I'Wd., Schedule. Forms 
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fact that the executor or nearest relative has not made the applic,a- 
tion is sufliciently explained, and that the person making the 
application tb a proper person to do so, nor unless he is satisfied 
that the fact and cause of death have been definitely ascertained ; 
and in particular, if the cause of death assigned in the medical 
certificates be such as, regard being had to all the circumstances, 
might be due to poison » to violence, to any illegal operation, or to 
privation or neglect, ho must require a posi -mortem examination to 
be held, and if that fails to reveal the cause of death, or if it appears 
that death was due to poison, to violence, to any^illegal operation, 
or to privation or neglect, or if there is any suspicious circumstance 
whatsoever, whether revealed in the certificate'^ or otherwise coming 
to his knowledge, he must decline to allow the cremation unless an 
inquest be held and a certificate given by the coroner in the 
pi’oscribed form. 

If a coroner has given notice that he intends to hold an inquest 
on the body, be must not allow the cremation to take place until 
the inquest has been held. 

The medical referee may in any case decline to allow the crema- 
tion without stating any reason. 

In the case of the remains of a person who has died in any place 
out of England the medical referee may accept a declaration con- 
taining the prescribed particulars if it be made before any 
person having authority in that place to administer an oath or to 
take a declaration ; and he may accept medical certificates if they 
be signed by any medical practitioners who are shown to his satis- 
faction to possess qualifications substantially equivalent to those 
prescribed in the case of each certificate by the Cremation 
Eegulations, 1908 (v). 

1214. The regulations above referred to, save those prohibiting 
cremation except in a crematorium of the opening of which due 
notice has been given, and prohibiting the cremation of the remains 
of a person who has left written directions to the contrary (w), do not 
apply to the cremation of the remains of a deceased person who 
has already been buried for not loss than one year. Such remains 
may be cremated, subject to such conditions as the Secretary of 
State may impose in the exhumation licence granted by him or 
otherwise; and any such cremation in wliich those conditions are 
not observed is to be deemed a contravention of the Cremation 
Regulations, 1903 (a;). 

1215. In the case of any person dying of plague, cholera, or 
yellow fever on board ship or in a h’ospital or temporary place of 
receptidn of the sick provided by a p^ort or other local authority 
under the Public Health Acts or by a hospital committee under the 
Isolation Hospital Acts, the medical referee, if satisfied as to the 
cause of death, may dispense with any of the requirements of certain 


(v) Oremation Begulationa, 1903, r. 12. For the pieacribed fortw of 
dedaration and medml'certificates, see ihtd., Schedule^ Forms A — 

(w) Ibid,, rr. 3, 4 ; and see p. 671, “OJft 
(j:) Ibid., r. W, 
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of the regulations above referred to (a). These regulations may 
also be temporarily suspended or modified in any district during an 
‘epidemic or for other sufficient reason by an order of the Secretary 
of State on the application of a local authority (b). 

1216. Notwithstanding the foregoing regulations, the medical 
referee may permit the cremation of the remains of a still-born 
child if it be certified to be still-born by a registered medical prac- 
titioner after examination of the body, and if the referee after such 
inquiries ashem^y think necessary is satisfied that it was still-born, 
and that there is no reason for further examination (c). 

Sf/B-SECT. 4 . — JHajmsal o/ Asfies. 

1217. After the cremation of the remains of a deceased person 
the ashes must be given into the charge of the person who applied 
for the cremation if he so desires. If not, they must be retained by 
the cremation authority, and, in the absence of any special arrange- 
ment for their burial or preservation, must be decently interred in 
a burial ground or in land adjoining the crematorium reserved for 
the burial of ashes. In the case of ashes left toinporarily in the 
charge of the cremation authority and not removed within a 
reasonable time, a fortnight’s notice must be given to the person 
wlio applied for the cremation before the remains are interred (d). 

Sub-Sect. 6 . — Bajistraiion of Cremafitms efr. 

1218. A cremation authority must ajipoint a registrar, who must 
keep a register in a prescribed form of all cremalioiiB carried out by 
the cremation authority. He must make the entries relating to each 
cremation immediately after the cremation has taken place, except 
the entry in the last column, relating to the disposal of the ashes, 
wliich he must make as soon as the remains of the deceased have 
been handed to tlie lelatives or otherwise disi)osed of (c). 

All applications, certificates, statutory declarations, and other 
documents relating to any croimitioii must be marked with a 
number correspondhig to the number in the register, filed in order, 
and carefully preserved by tlie cremation authority. All such 
registers and documents may be inspected at any reasonable hour 
by any person appointed for that purpose by the Secretary of State, 
the Local Government Board, or tbe chief officer of any police 
force (/). 

When any crematorium is closed as hereinbefore mentioned, 
the cremation authority must send all registers and documents 
relating to the cremations which have taken place therein to the 
Secretary of State, or otherwise dispose of them as he may direct (^). 


i rt) Cremfttion Regulations, 1903, rr. 4—9 and 12. 

6) jm.y r. 14. 
c) Ibid,, r. ]r>. 
d) Jhid*\ r, 1(5. 

(p) JUd.t r. 17. Ab to the prescribed form of register, see i Schfdub, 
Form G. « , 

(/) Jhul, r. 18. 

‘ Jhid., r. 19. 
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1219. All statutory provisions relating to the destruction and 
falsification of registers of burials, and the admissibility thereof 'as 
evidence iu courts and otherwise (ft), apply to the register of* 
cremafions, and the provisions as to stamp duty on certified copies 
of registers of burials (i) apply to theTegister as if it were a register 
of burials (,/). 

1220 . The Secretary of State may make any inquiry he thinks 
fit as to the carrying out of the Cremation Kegulations, 1903, in 
connection with any crematorium (/c). 

Skot. 3. — Penalti/ Jar Breach oj Statute or Itcgidations. 

• 

1221. Any person who contravenes any regulations made under 
the Cremation Act, 1902 (/), or knowingly carries out or procures or 
takes part in the burning of an}' human remains except in accord- 
ance with such regulations and the provisions of the Act, is (in 
addition to any liability or penalty wdiich ho may otherwise incur) 
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding .toO ; 
but any person aggrieved by such conviction may appeal to quarter 
sessions. 

Any person who wilfully makes any false declaration or ropro- 
sentalion, or signs or utters any false certificate, with a view to 
procuring the l)urning of any human remains, is (in addition to 
any penalty or liability which ho may otherwise incur) liable to 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, not exceeding two 
years. 

Any person who, with intent to conceal the commission or impede 
the prosecution of any offence, procures or attempts to procure the 
cremation of any body, or, with such intent, makes any declaratioji 
or gives any certilicaie under the Cremation Act, 1902, is liable on 
conviction on indictment to penal servitude for a term not exceeding 
five years {m). 


{ft) Ah to these provisions, seo pp, boo et Acy., ante, 

(i) Stamp Act, 1891 (M & 5.5 Viet. c. 19), ss. 1, fi4, Sched. I., Copy or Kxtraot 
Certified. 

fj) Cremation Act, 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 8), s. ?• 

(k) Cremation Ttegnlaiions, 1908, r. 20. 

(/) 2 Edw. 7, c. 8. 

(r/i) Ibift.f B. 8. 
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BARBED WIRE, See Boundahies kto. 

BILLS OF QUANTITIES. See Building Contbacts eto. 

BILLS OF SALE, 1—77 
absolute dispositions, 29 
accidental omissions, relief against, 74, 76 
act of bankruptcy by grantor, no right of seizure on, 69 
grant of bill as, 68, 69 

addition to bill, 29 

address and description of attesting witness, omission of, 35 
adjudication against grantor, seizure on, 69 
affidavit and bill, discrepancies etc. in, 49 
of attestation, requisites of, 46 
V on registration, 48, 49 
after-acquired property, assignment of, 37 

in pui-suancc of marriage setLlcmcnt, 17 
inclusion of, in bill or schedule, 28, 29 
agreement to give bill, 13, 14 

hold goods at creditor’s disposal, 18 
amount of consideration, 30 

apparent possession, husband and wife, in case of, 17, 57 
meaning and effect of, 5G 
termination of, 56, 57 

“ as beneficial owner,” effect of insertion of, 35 
assignment, as bill, 6, 8 

for creditors, not bill, 6, 16 

avoidance of certain absolute bills in case of, 56, 

of bill, 72, 73 

renewal of registration not necessary on, 52 
debt arising under unregistered mortgage of ohattels, 22 • 

farm lettings etc., 23 
fixtures, 24 
growing crops. 23 
reversionary right to chattels, 22 
rights under hire agreement, 22 
share in partnership, 22 
trade machinery, 25, 26 

attestation, avoidance of security bills for want of, 63, 64 
necessity for, 45 
statement of, in affidavit, 48 
attesting witness, insertion of name etc. of, 35, 43 
attornment clause in mortgage, 14, 15 
auctioneer, memorandum in book of, 10* 
avoidance of bills, 63 — 64 etc. 

* apparent possession, 66, 57 ^ 

as against execution creditors, 61 
rates and taxes, 63 
trustee in bankniptcy, 57 — 59 
by fraudulent conveyance, 61 , 62 
effect of possession under void bill, 54 

extent of, in various cases where bill given for security, B4 
events in case of abw>lute bill, 66, 56 
grounds for, ii^case of security bill, 63 
partial, in 5ertain cases, 29, 31, 45 

( 1 ) 
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^ IllfiLB OF HALR— 

avoidance of bills — continued. 

• reputcii ownership, Ijiy doctrine of, 5D— <!1 
. successive bills, in case of, 64 

avoidance of registration, 64 * * t 

bailee, chattels in possession of, may be in grantor’s apparent possession, 5fi * 
bankers, letters to, for advance on goods outstanding, ID 
bankrupt, undischarged, grant of bill by, 65 

bankruptcy of grantor, extent of distress on assigned goods in case of, 70 
grantee’s rights on, 67, 58 
teizure by grantee on, 69 

beneficial interest, constitution of “ true ownership ” by, 30 

bills of lading, 6, J 8 , 

boat, transfer of, 17 • 

bonus, agreement in bill for, 38 

breach of covenant for maintaining security, seizure on, 69 
building contracts, powers in, 12, 25D, 264, 205 
cancellation by successive bills, 64 

certificate of registration, iusutlicicncy of, as proof of registration, 76 
chattels real, effect of inclusion in bill, 22 
choses in action, assigninent of, 22 

not “personal chattels,** 21 
classes of bill of sale, 6 

clerical errors in copy of bill etc., effect of, 47 

collateral agreement, bill requiring to be read with, not in statutory form, 36 
incorporation of, 44, 45 
to be stated in consideration, 32 
companies, capital in certain, not “ peisonal chatrtLs,'’ 21 
composition, bill given by debtor after, 65 

by grantor, no right of seizure on, 69 
condition, effect of univ*gistcied, 54 
incorporation of, 43 

consent of true owner, application of doctrine of, in case of grantee of bill, 60, 61 
consideration, 30 — 34, 53, 54 

agreement to repay part on demand, effect of, 31 
amount, 30, 53 
deductions, 33 

expenses of transaction, inclusion of, 33, 34 
mis-statement of, 31, 53, 61 
must be complete, 32 
“ now paid ” etc., meaning of, 32, 33 
promissory note not due, addition of, 31 
consolidation, applicability of doctrine of. 72 
construction of instruments made bcl'ore 187D.,.4 
constructive possession of goods, effect of, 7 

costs'of raaiutaiiiiiig lights under security, relontinn by grantee of proceeds of sale 
for, 71 

countries to which Acts apply, 4 

county court, filing and inspection of abstract in, in certain cases, 62 

court, payment into, effect of, in interpleader 63 

creditors, assignment for benefit of, 16 

custom, exclusion of reputed ownership by, 60 

damages for wrongful seizure, measure of, 67 

date cc execution of bill, statement of, in affidavit, 48 

debentures, 19, 20 

debt under unregistered mortgage of chattels, assignment of, 22 

declaration of trust, incorporation of. 43 

declarations of trust without transfer, 6, 9 

deductions from consideration money, 33 

deed of charge, 20 

deeds, effect of inclusion in bill, 22 * 
default of j)ayment, seizure by grantee on, €8 
defeasance, effect oif unregistered, 64 
^'.'corporatiqp of, 43 
nocan in g of, 40, 4.4 
definit fon, 5, 6 , 

delivery of <diattels, effect of, 6, 7, 22 

up of bill, by grantee on payment, 74 
demand of possession, exclusion of reputed ownership by, fib * 

( 2 ) 
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BlCiLS OF KALE — coiitinued. 

de«criptiou of grantee, omission of, 35 

grantor and attesting witness, biu'den of pioof of insufTuM'encv 
, of, 50 ' ' ^ 

witnesses, supplementing omission of, 49 * 

parties and attesting witnesses, necessity for, 48, 49 * 

specific, of chattels, extent of avoidance by want of, 54. i>rr nhtt 
speciftc description etc. 
distress, bill no protection against, 54, 70 

extent of, where assignor bankrupt, 70 
form of instruments giving powers of, 34 
grantee’s indemnity in case of, 70 

on assigned and other goods, marshalling in cS^sc of, 70 

powers of, in document, 11, 12, 14, 15 

removal of goods by grantee to avoid, 70 

seizure by grantee on, 69 , 

surplus in case of, 70 

di\isiblc, void and effectual parts of bill may be, 35 
documents accompanied by dcliveiy' not bills of sale, 6. 7 
confirming oral contracts not bills of sale, 7, 8 
of transfer, 5, 6 

to be deemed and not deemed bills of sale, 6 
entering up satisfaction, 73 
effect of, 74 

equitable right to take chattels, effect of, 6, 13, 14 
estoppel, grantor of void bill liable to, 55 

no “ true ownership ” by reason of, 30 
evidence, admission of office copies etc. as, 75, 76 

extraneous, of description of attesting witness inadmissible. 43 
execution against grantor, seizure by granU*e on, 69 

avoidance of certain absolute bills in case of, 55, 5C 
chattels seized under, not in grantor’s appaient possession, 57 
creditor, and grantee, priority between, 72 

avoidance of bills in certain cases as against, 01 
of bill, statement of, in affidavit, 48 
expenses of transaction, inclusion of, in consideration, 33, 34 
explanation of effect of absolute bill, necessity for, 45 
expunging bill from register on payment, 74 
extension of time for registration, 74, 75 

extraneous evidence of description, of attesting witness inadmissible, 43 

false pretences, fraudulent acts of grantor constituting, 68 

farm lettings, etc., assignment of, 23 

farm stock, certain, not “ personal chattels,” 21 

fees on registration, 77 

fixed sum to be secured, 38 * 

fixtures, conditions under wliich deemed “ per.«!onal chattels,” 20, 21, 24 
no reputed ownershij) of, 00 

separately assigned, limitation on rules as to true ownership and specific 
description in case of, 29 • 

foreign parts, bill of sale of goods in, 18 * 

form, requisites of, 34 — 53 etc. 
absolute bill, in case of, 34 
acknowledgment of receipt of money, 37 
agreements for maintenance or defeasance of security, 39, 40 
powers deemed to be, 40, 41 

assignment of proiierty other than personal chattels specifically described, 37 
attestation, 45, 40 
attesting witness, name etc. of. 43P 
defeasances etc., meaning and incorporation of, 43, 44 
fixed sum to be secured, 38 • 

growing crops, no deviation in case of, 37 
inclusion of non-existing chattel, 37 
instalments, provision for payment by, 39 
interest, in respect of, 3S 
joint grantees, 37 
grantors, 30 

manner of repayment, 38, 39 

material ^mbnon- material divergences, 35, 38 

ouiissiou uf c<mchidiiig proviso, 42 
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BII«TjS of SALK — coTUinufid, 
form, requisites of — o€mtinued. 

' paxol agreements, incorporation of certain, 44, 4!5 
parties, 36 

personal chattels, necessity for subject-matter to be, 21 

powers of distress, form of instruments giving, 3 1 

registration, 46 — 53. See registration. 

retention of bill after payment, agreement for, 42 

sale, insertion of powers of, 41, 42 

schedule, 43 

seizure, insertion of power of, 40, 41 
specific description, goods must be capable of, 27 
substituted articles, no deviation in case of, 37 
time of repaymenf, 38 
variations, effect of, 35, 36 
want of statutory form, effect of, 31, 35 
formal defects, 36 * 

fraud, repudiation of bill induced by, 67 
fraudulent conveyance, evidence of solicitor as to, 61 

facts constituting and not constituting, 61, 62 
impeachment of bill as, 58, 61 
disposal or removal by grantor, 67 — 69 
preference, bill of sale as, 69 

Government securities, interests in, not “personal chattels,’' 21 
grantor, person entitled to be, 64, 66 

growing crops, conditions under which deemed “ j)er8onal chattels,” 20, 23 

limitation on rules as to true ownership and specific description in 
case of, 23, 29 

no deviation from statutory form in case of, 37 
guarantee of third party, incorporation of, 45 
hiring agreement, assignment of rights under, 13, 22 
licence to seize, in, 12, 13 

household furniture etc., no reputed ownership of, GO 
hypothecation, letter of, 18 

identification of grantor and attesting witnesses in aflidavit filed with registrar, 
49 

immaterial omissions, 36 

imported goods, instrument creating charge on, 9, 19 
inconsistent clauses, effect of, 35 

incumbrances on chattels, retention by grantee of proceeds of .sale foi discharge of, 
71 

indemnity of grantee in case of distress on assigned goods, 70 
India warrants, 6, 18 
injunction against grantee, 65, 66 
injuiyato goods after lawful seizure, effect of, 67 
instalments, effect of provision for payment by, 39 
seizure by grantee on default of. 68 
insurance, insertion of power for grantee to pay, 41 
, interest, mode of charging, 38 
interpleader , tertii in case of, 63 
order for sale on, 62, 66 
payment into court, effect of, 63 
inventories and receipts, conditions under which bills of sale, 9 
of goods with receipt attached, 6 
inventory, catalogue of chattels not necessarily, 47 
invoice and receipt given separately, 9 
Ireland, Acts do not extend to, 4 
joint giantees, 37 «• 

grantors, 36 

not “ true owners,” 30 

judgment, bill given to defeat, not within Debtors Act, 62 

for rates, protection of goods comprised in bill against, 63 
jus terti% defendant setting up, in interpleader, 63 
legal interest, constitution of “ true ownership by,” 30 
letter of hypothecation, IS 

letters to bakers for advance on goods outstanding, 19 
licence to seize, bill void for want of form not deemed, 34, 35 
in building cimtracts, 12 ^ 

general, 6, 11 
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BlfcJbS OK SAI.E—ww^'nw^rf. 

licence to Bri?:e, in hiring agrrerarnfp, 12, 15 
sell, 1 1 

li«n, chailcls hehl under, not in grantor's apparent possession, 56 
^ document giving rights t(» holder of, 7, 11 
* * purporting to create, 11 

for unpaid purchaso-moncy given^ in writing, 10 
loan, grantor obtaining, by false representation, 68 
local registration, necessity for, and mode of, 61, 52 

notice of entering up satisfaction in case of, 74 
' of renewals, 63 

T.ondon Bankruptcy District, local registration where grantor or chattels outside, 
51, 52 

maintenance of security, meaning of agreement for, 4(J* 
powers <lecmcd to be for, 40, 4-1 
stnzurc on breach of covenant for, 69 
manner of repayment, 38, 39 • 

marriage settlements, 6, 16, 17 

^ married woman, chattels belonging to, not in husband’s apparent possession, 67 
grant of bill by, 64 

marahalliiig in case of distress on assigned and other goods, 70 
memorandum of agreement for marriage settlement, 17 
sale in auciioriccr’s book, 10 
satisfaction, 73 

mining lease, power of distress in, 16 
mis-statement of consideration, 31 
Money-lenders Act, powers of relief under, 66 
mortgage, attornment clause in, 14, 15 
mortgagee and grantee of fixtures, rights as between, 24 
in possession, demise by, 15, 16 
name. Slee description, 
non-existing chattel, inclusion of, 37 

*‘now paid ” etc., meaning of, in statement of consideration, 32, 33 
object and scope of Acts, 3, 4 

occupation, sufficient description of, in affidavit, 50, 51 
office copies, 76 

omission of concluding proviso, effect of, 42 
omissions, accidental, relief against, 74, 76 
oral contracts, collateral, 44, 45 

independent, 7, 9, 10 

ordinary course of business, transfers of goods in, 6,18 
“other assurance of personal chattels,” meaning of, 9, 10 
owner, application of Acts limited to dealings by, 6 
true. See true owner, 
parol agreement. See oral contracts, 
parties, sufficient description of, 36 
partnership, assignment of share in, 22 

past debt, act of bankruptcy by giving bill as security for, 68 
effect of consideration being, Cl 
payment by instalments, effect of provision for, 39 
delivery up by grantee, on, 74 
into court in interpleader, effect of, 63 
under void bill, allowance of, by trustee in bankruptcy, 69 
“ personal chattels,” meaning of, 20 — 22 
places to which Acts apply, 4 

plant, limitation on rules as to true ownership and specific description In case of, 
22, 23, 29 

pledge, chattels held under, apparent possession in case of, 6C 
of stock in trade obtained on^credit, 18 
^pledgee and grantee, priority between, 72 
possession, licence accompanied by, 11 • 
post-nuptial settlements, 17 
power of attorney, as absolute bill, 6, 10 

bill of sale nnder, 10, 11 
seizure, insertion of, 40 
powers of sale, insertion of, 41, 42 
principal sum, time for repayment of, 38 
priority between bills comprising same chattels, 71, 72 
• * grantee and execution creditor, 72 
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Lte OF SALE— 

priority between grantee aud pledgee, 72 
proceeds of sale, aiiplication of, T1 

jiroduction of receipts for i<*nt etc. by griiiilor, seizure by grantee on failure of, (>9 
promissory note as consideration, 151 • , ^ 

ilefcaaanee. by giving, 44 
proviso, ciTect of omission of concluding, 42 
purchaser from grantet;, title of, 73 

grantor, title of, against grantee, 67, 68 
rates, distress foj, on goo^ls subject-matter of bill, 63, 70 

judgment for, protection of goods compn'sed in bill against, 63 
seizure by giantcc in case of tUslrcss for, 69 

^ non -prod net ion of receipt for, 69 

real estate, chattel interests in, not “ personal chattels,” 21 
“ reasonable excuse ” for non-production of receipt for rent, 69 
“ receipt attached,” meaning of, 9 
receipts for piirehasc-money gootls, 6 

rent etc., seizure by grantee on non-production of, 69 
receiver, seizure or removal by grantee after appointment of, 68 
rectification of accidental omissions, 74, 76 
redemption before time for [luymoiit, 66 
by grantor, 66 
register, contents of, 75 

expunging bill from, on payment, 74 
iiis}>cction etc. of, 76 
registrar, persons holding otiice of, 76 
registration, 46 — 63 etc. 

aibdavit and bill of sale, discrepancies etc. in, 49 
on, contents and swearing of, 18 
assignment of registered bill, not necessary’ on, 72 
avoidance of, 64 

bill for want of, 63, 54 
cases where not necessary, 56, 72 

county court, filing and inspection of abstract in, in certain Ctases, 62 

description of parties and attesting w'ituesses, 48, 49 

fees on, 77 

local, 51, 62 

mode of, 46 

necessity for, 46 

occupation, sufficicut description of, in affidavit, 50, 51 
place of, 47 

priority between grantees dependent on, 71, 72 
relief against accidental omission, 74, 75 
renewal of, 62, 63, 72 

residence, sufficient description of, iii affidavit, 50 
iitne for, 47 

“ true copy ” of bill etc., meaning of, 47 
validity previously to, 47 
registry, entry of satisfaction of debt at, 65 
’ relief against accidental omissions, 74, 75 

removal or sale after seizure, application for, by grantor, 65, 70, 71 
removal and sale of goods by grantee after seizure, 65, 70 

to avoid distress, 70 

of goods by grantor without fraud, effect of, 69 
renewal of registration, 62, 53 
on assignment of bill, 72 
rent, bill no protection against distress for, 70 
inaeTtioii of power for grantee to jj^y, 41 

seizure by grantee on distress for, or non-production of receipt for, 69 
repairs, insertion of power for grantee to pay for, 41 * 

repayment, time and manner of, 38, 39 
repealed Acts, 3 

replacement of chattels, provision for, 29, 30. See also substitution, 
repudiation of bill induced by fraud, 67 
reputed' ownership, 21, 69, 60 

residence etc. of grantor and attesting witnesses, statement of, in affidavit, 48, 50 
retention of bill iuter payment, agreement for, 4 2 
retrospective, how far Acts to be deemed, 4, 6 
reversionary right to chattels, assignment of, 22 
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BfLliS OF SALE — continued-, 

sale by grantee, conditions of, ami relief against, 65, 70, 71 
effect of, on claim for interest, 66 
insertion of power of, in bill, 4 1, 42 
* • fraudulent, by grantor, 67, 68 

order for, in interpleader, 62, 66 
satisfaction of bill, 73, 74 * 

effect of, 74 

schedule, catalogue of chattels not necessarily, 47 
necessity for, 26, 27, 43 
registration of copy of, 27 

scheme of arrangement by grantor, effect of, with regard to seizure, 60 
Scotland, Acts do not extend to, 4 % 

sea, bills of sale of goods at, 18 
searches of register, 76 

security, maintenance of, and defeasance of, 39-5-41 

seizure on breach of covenant for, 69 
seizure by grantee, effect of lawful, 65, 67 

wrongful, 66, 67 

insertion of power of, in events not, permitted by Acts, 40 
no power of, except for statutory causes, 69 
relief against, 65, 66, 70, 71 
right of, 40, 68, 69 
separate assignment of fixtures, 2 1 

growing crops, 23 
trade machinery, 25, 26 
setting aside bill induced by fraud, 67 
settlements, marriage, 16, 17 
post-nuptial, 17 

ship, transfer or assignment of, 6, 17, 18 
solicitor, attestation of absolute bill by, 45, 46 
specific description of chattels, 21, 23, 26 — 28 
sufficiency of, 27, 28 

stamps on bill, necessity for, and amount of, 76, 77 
stock, sufficient description of, 28 

subsequent agreements, incorporation of, not re(iuircd, 45 
substitution, no deviation from statutory form in case o£, 37 
of fixtures, 24, 29 

new for damaged articles, 29 
]>laiit, 22^ 23, 29 
successive bills, 64 
trade machinery, 25, 29 
successive bills, avoidance of, 53, 64 
meaning of, 53 
substitution of, 64 

Sunday etc., effect of time for registration expiring on, 47 
surplusage, rejection of, 49, 51 
tacking, applicability of doctrine of, 72 
taxes, distress for, on goods subject-matter of bill, 63, 70 
seizure by grantee in case of distress for, 69 

non-production of receipt for, 69 
tender of principal, interest, and costs, after seizure, effect of, 65 
time of payment, statement of, in consideration, 32 
repayment of principal sum, 88 
trade machinery, as personal chattels, 20, 21, 25 
assignment of, 25, 26 

limitation on rules as to true ownership and specific description 
in case of, 29 * 

meaning of, within Bills of Sale Acts, 25 
name, party named by, 36 * 

transfer of bill, renewal of registration not necessary on, 52, 7S 
transferee of bill, position of, 72, 73 
transfers of chattels, 5, 6, 8 
true copy ” of bill etc., meaning of, 47 
true owner, extent of avoidance where grantor not, 84 

necessity for grantor to l>e, and Hmita to rule, 21, 27, 29 
who is, 80 

trust, decIaration»of, to l)e deenuul part of bill etc*t 43 
effect of unregistered declaration of^ 64 , 
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BILLS OF BALE — catUintied, 

trustee in bankruptcy, avoidance of certain absolute bills as against, 65, 56 
, rights of, as against grantee, 68 

unregistered defeasance, effect of, 54 
f variations from statutory form, 35, 36 
verbal contract. See oral contract. ^ 
errors in copy of bill, 47 

statement of consideration, 81 
omissions, 36 
vessel, transfer of, 17, 18 
void bill, possession under, 6 i 
warehouse keepers’ certjficatcs, 6, 16 
warrants for delivery oC goods, 6, 1 8 

witness, attesting, name etc. of, material parts of form, 35, 43 
wrongful seizure by gi'antee, 66, 67 

• 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS. See BuRiAi. and Cremation. 

BONDS, 79—105 

accord and satisfaction, discharge of obligation by, 97 
• with one of joint obligf'(‘s, 98 

acknowledgment, effect of, on Statute of Limitations, 100 
action on, 101 — 103 

in case of joint bond, 102, 103 
administration of assets, priority in, 89 

agreement, amount recoverable under bond for performance of, 94 

injunction to restrain breach of, where penalty imposed by bond, 90 
alteration, discharge of obligation by, 98 
alternative conditions, 84, 93 
ambiguity, construction in case of, 87 
annuity, bond for payment of, 81, 82, 94 
stamp duties, 104 
arbitration bonds, 82, 95 
assignment, 97 

“ assignment of breaches,” 94, 102 

beyond seas, extension of time for bringing action in case of, 100 
blank, tilling up, after execution, 98 
parol evidence to supply, 83 

breach of condition, amount recoverable on, 93 — 96 etc. 

application of statutes of Anne and William III., 94, 95 
in case of bond for performance of covenant, 94 
bonds other than penalty bonds, 95, 96 
common money bond, 93, 94 
forfeiture of bond, 80 
interest, 95 
penalty and costs, 93 

or liquidated damages, rules for determining, 96 
, cancellation, discharge of obligation by, 98 
capacity of parties, 83 
classification, 81, 82 

cohabitation, bonds in consideration of, 85, 86 

collateral security by mortgagor, bond as, Statute of Limitations in case of, 99, 100 
common money bond, 81 

amount recoverable on, 94 
condition, breach of. See breach of condition etc, 
impossibility of, 84, 85 
performance or breach of, 92^^93 
uncertainty, unlawfulness etc. of, 85 , 86 
validity of, 84 

conditions, alternative, 84, 93 • 

conditional bon<^ definition of, 80 

conflict of laws in case of Statute of Limitations« 101 

consideration, no necessity for, 83 

oonstmetion, 86—89 

indorsed memorandum, 88 
intention to be regard^, 86, 87 
joint and several liability, 88, 89 
obligatory part and condition, 87 
parol evi<^nee, 87 
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BON OS — twntifiuetU 

coiibi met ion — voiUi/t%tcd» 
recitals, 87, 88 

time of payment or performance, 88 
* * corporation sole, cflEect of bond given to, 83 
costs, recovery of, on breach of condition, 93 
court, payment into, 94, 103 • 

covenant, amount recoverable under bond for performance of, 94 
bonds to secure performance of, 81 
by one of joint obligees not to sue, effect of, 98, 99 
differcuce between bond and, 81 

injunction to restrain breach of, where penalty imposed by bond, 90 
not to sue, difference between release and,* 98, 99 
discharge of obligation by, 97 * 
crime, bonds conditioned for, 8o, 8ii 

damage biistainc*!, amount recoverable under ccrttiin bonds limited to, 94 

date of bond, effect of want of etc., 81 * 

definite sum, boml to be for, 83 

definition, 80 

delivery, effect of, 84 

demand for payment or performance of condition, 92 
discharge of obligation, 97 — 99 

in case of joint obligees, 98, 99 
obligors, 99 
modes of, 97, 98 
double bond, definition of, 80 
escrow, operation of bond as, 84 
estoppel,' 90, 91, 97 

evidence, parol, admission of, 83, 85, 87 
execution, 84, 102 

executor of obligee, right of, to sue, 91 
form, 80, 81 

fraud, release by one of joint obligees by, effect of, 93, 99 
gaining, bonds for money lost at, 85, 8C 
grammar etc., effect of defects in, 85 
heirs, bond binding on, 89 

impossibility of condition, effect of, 81, 85, 93, 97 
indorsed memorandum, construction of, 88 
infant, capacity of, as party, 83 

extension of time for bringing action in case of, 100 
injunction to restrain breach of agreement where penalty imposed by bond, 90 
instalments, bonds for jifiymeut of sum by, 81, 82, 94 
default in payment of, 92 

whole sum becoming due under bond on failure to pay, effect of, 01 
intention, regard to, in construction, 86, 87 • 

interest, agreement to paj^ on certain bonds implied, 95 
on judgment, recovery of, 93 

principal becoming due under bond on failure to pay, effect of, 96 
interpretation. See construction, 
joinder of joint obligees and obligors, 102 
joint and several obligees, 80, 91 

obligors, 80, 88, 89, 91 
bond, construction of, 99 

obligees, discharge of obligation in case of, 98, 99 
joinder of, 102 

obligors, discharge of obligation in case of, 99 
execution by one of, 84 
joinder of, 102 • 

judgment against some of, 102, 103 
judgment for penalty, effect of, 102 » 

recovery of interest on, 93 

justice, bonds affecting due administration of criminal, 85, 86 
kinds, various. 81, 82 

Liimitations, Statute of. See Statute of Limitations, 
liquidated damages, effect of sum lamed in obli^tion being, «2 
or penalty, rules for determining, 96 
Lloyd’s bond, object and effect of, 82 
lost bond, action on, 101 
lunatics, capacity of, as parties, 83 
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lonatics, extension of time for bringing action m case of, 100 
marriage, bonds in restraint of, 8(> 

bi’ocagc Ijonds, effect of, 80 
( jbarricd women, capacity of, as parties, 83 
, memorandum iDdorsed, construction of, 83 
merger of simple contract debt in, 00 ^ 

iniatakc, effect of cancellation by, US 

mortgagor, bond as collateral security by, Statute of Tamitations in case of, 99 
100 

name in blank, effect of, 83 

obligation, discharge of. See dischiirgo of obliguLion. 

obligee, definition of, 80^ 

obligor, definition of, 80 

parol evidence, admission of, 8.3, 85, 87 

part payment, bond conditioned to l>e void on, 95 

cllcct of, on SUitutc of Liirnitutions, 100 
parties, capacity (jf, 83 

partners, construction of joint bond given by, 91 
payment, discharge of obligation by, 94, 97, 98 
into court, 91, 102 
time for, 88 

penalty bond, definition of, 95 

statutes of Anne and William IJT. only applicable to, 95 
breach of condition where sum named in obligatory part is, 89 
injunction to restrain breach of agreement where bond imposes, 9C 
judgment for, 102 

money bond with, amount recoverable under, 93, 94 
performance of condition of bond secured by, 80 
or liquidated damages, rules for determining, 96 
performance, discharge of ohligatioii by, 97 

of covenant, bond for, amount recoverable under, 94 
or breach of condition, 92, 93 
personal representative of obligee, right of, to sue, 91 
po»t obit bonds, 82, 94 

precedent act of obligee, performance of condition dependent on, 92 
priority in administration of assets, 89 
real estate, bond binding on, 89 
recitals, construction of, 87, 88 
estoppel by, 90, 91 
position of, in bond, 80 

release, and covenant not to sue, distinction between, 98, 99 
by one of joint obligees, effect of, 98 
discharge of obligation by, 97 
representative of obligee, right of, to sue, 91 
repugnancy of condition, effect of, 85 
restraint of marriage, bonds in, 86 
trade, bonds in, 86 

seal of joint obligor, effect of destruction of, 99 
,* several acts, default in performance of one of, 92 
and joint obligees, 91 

obligors, 88, 89 

simoniacal resignation bonds, effect of, 85, 86 
simple bond, definition of, 80 

contract debts, bond debts have no priority over, 89 
merger of, 90 

single bond, definition of, 80 
specially indorsed writ in action on bonc^ 101 
spelling etc., effect of mistake in, 85 
stamp duties, 103 — 105 

annuity bonds, 104 * 

excise or customs bonds, 104, 106 
money bonds, 103, 104 
{Statute of Limitations, 99—101 

acknowledgment of part payment, effect of, 100, 101 
to stranger, effect of, 100 
collateral security by mortgagor, 100 
confilct of laws, 101 
extension of time, 100 
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BCTHDS — continued. 

Statute of ljjm'tation« — contivneff. 
when irnierly barrc<1, l‘»» 
time begins to ron, loo 
• aurvi^oJ'Kliip in case nf joint hoiuj, 91 
third person, effect of delivery to, S4 
time of payment or performanre, 88, 92 
tort, bonds conditioned for, 85, 88 
trade, bonds in restraint of, 8(> 
un certainty of condition, 85 
unlawfulness of condition, 85, 86 

unsoutKl iniinl, extension of time for bringing action in ease of person of, 100 
valitlily, 8:^ — 86 

esKcntiala to, * 

execution, 84 
false grammar etc., 85 
impossibility of condition, 84 
unlawfulness of condition, 85, 86 
varieties of bond, 81, 82 
words necessary to create, 81 

BOUNDARIKS, FKKt^KS AND PAllTY-WALDS, 107-150 

accretion, application of rales of, to land bounded by river, 122 

aea, 119, IJO 

agreement, fixing of boundaries by, 109, 110 

luj plied, in respeel <tf fencing, lol 
allotments, <luty to fence, loO 
ambiguity 'of descj'iptioii of boumlary, 139, 140 

area, discre[)ancy between, and boundary indicated by physical objects, 138 
assessments etc., admission of, as evidence, 1 16 
assurance of bouiida '-y by deed, 110, 111 

Attorney-General, joinder of, as defendant in suits ugainst Crown respecting 
boundaries, 118 
barbed wire fences, 128 

bishop, duty of, to fence ecclesiastical property, 130 
Board of Agiieiilture and Fisheries, jurisdiction of, 112 - 114 
apportionment of rent, 113 

award, making, confirming and correction of, 113 
commons, IJ3 

for purpose of Copyhold Act, 1894,..! 1 1 
I iiclosuiv Acts, 112 

in case of inconveniently' intermixetl lands, 112, 113 
tithe commutation, 113, 114 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, orders etc. of, admission of, as ovidcnco, 146 
boundary wall, repair of, under covenant to repair exteimal parts, 131 • 
buiUliug, user of pai ty-wall for purposes of, 137 

cattle, liability for injury to, and by, through non-repair of fences, 132, 133 
market, liability of owner of, for fences, 127, 128 
pens, liability of owner of cattle market for dangerous, 127, 12S 
straying, distress on, damage feasant, 132 
for rent, 133 

commission to ascertain boundaries, issue of, by court, 117 

commons, power of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to settle boundaries of, 3 1 3 
commutation of tithes, powers of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in respect of, 
113, 114 

conflicting descriptions of boundary, 140 

confusion of boundaries, jurisdiction of court in case of, 116, 117 

conveyance of boundary by deed, 1 10^111 

copyholds, boundaries of, 112, 114, 149. See aleo manor. 

£osta of commission by court to determine boundaries, 117, 113 
counties, evidence of boundaries of, 141 
court, jurisdiction of, over boundaries, 115 — 118 
courts of equity, 116 — 118 

cases for exercise of jurisdiction, 117 
costs, 117, 118 

Crown, rights of, involved, 118 
courts of law, 115, 116 

court rolls of ma^or, admissibility of, as evidence, 1 49 
Crown, constriction of grant by, 110 
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BOUNDARIES, FENCES AND PAKTY-WALLS-tvwi^iwtt^. 

Crown, procedure in suits agaiust, to determine boundaries, 118 
survey, evidence of, 143, Ml 
• dangerous fences, 127, 128 
deceased persons, evidence of, 141, 142 

dedication to public of roadside waste, presumptions as to, 123 
deed, conveyance of boundary by, 110,* 111 
definition of boundary, 108 
fences, 126 
freeboard, 126 

description of lx>undaries, modes of, 110 
discovery of title deeds, 150 
distress damage feasant, 132 
disused mine, duty to 'fence, 130 

ditch, evidence of boundary from act of cleansing, 148, 149 

loss of, by dispossession, 111, 112. tSf^e also hedge and ditch, 
diversion of public footway,* duty to fence in case of, 129 
Domesday Book, evidence of, 143 

casement, right to have fence repaired not an, within Prescription Act, 132 

easements over walls, 136 

ecclesiastical property, duty to fence, 130 

“terriois,” admission of, as evidence, 143 

enfranchisement of copyhold land, definition of boundaries by Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries for purpose of, 114 
entry on neighbour’s land, justification for, 127 

equitable obligation to preserve boundaries, jurisdiction of court in case of, 116, 117 
estovers, allowance of, to occupier, 128 
evidence of boundaries, 138 — 160 
acts of ownership, 148, 149 
admissibility of extrinsic evidence, 139, 140 
ambiguous or conflicting descriptions, 139, 140 
arbitrator's award, 146, 146 
auction, particulars of sale at, 148 
copyholds, in case of, 149 
Crown survey, 143, 144 
discovery of title deeds, 160 
Domesday Book, 143 
ecclesiastical “ terriers,” 146 

Falsa demonstratio etc., application of maxim, 140, 141 
former verdict of jury, 145 

orders of sessions, certificates, assessments etc., 146 
ordnance and other maps, 144, 145, 147 
perambulations, 148 

physical objects and stated area, discrcpHiicy between, 138 
plan, identification of, 139, 140 
private documents, 146 — 148 
agreements, 148 
county histories, 148 
inscriptions, 147 
leases etc., 140 
maps and surveys, 147 
public documents, 143 
reputation or beai’say, 141, 142 
examples of, 146 — 147 
excavation, duty to fence, 128, 129 
by statute, 130 

Falsa demonstratio etc., application of maxim, 140, 141 
fences, dangerous, 127, 128 « 

definition of. 126 

liability for erection and repaj,;r of, 126 — 184 cto. 
allotments, in case of, 130 
at common law, 129 
by agreement, 131 
prescription, 132 
statute, 130 

coveimnt running with land, 131 
ecclesiastical property, 1 30 
evidence of, 149 
extinguishment of, 134 
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BOUNDABIB8, FENCES AND PABTY- WALLS— confiwiKA 
fences, liability for erection and repair of — oiynJtAm,ued^ 

In general, 128 

injury to and by cattle through non-repair, 132, 133 
• pit, shaft, quarry etc., 128 — 130 

railway company, in case of, 130, 131 
ilsbing, OTidence of boundary from act of, 148 

in river, presumption of ownership of river bed from, 121 
fixing boundaries, modes of, 109 
footway, public, duty to fence on diversion of, 129 
foreshore, inclusion of, within boundary of grant, 118, 119 
freeboard, meaning of, 126 

fruit, overhanging, possession of, 127 • 

grant of boundary by deed, 110, 111 • 

hearsay evidence, 141, 142 

hedge, clipping, trimming etc., evidence of boundary from act of, 148, 149 
and ditch, boundary line of land bounded by, 124, 126 
loss of ditch by dispossession, 111, 112 
highway, boundary line of land bounded by, 122 — 124 
histories, admission of, as evidence, 148 
horizontal boundaries, 109 
implied agreement in respect of fencing, 131 
inaccuracy in statement of dimensions, effect of, 110 

Inclosure Acts, power of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries to settle boundaries 
for purpose of, 112 

inclusion of boundary in property bounded, 109 

injunction against overhanging trees, 126 

inscriptions on boundary wall, admission of, us evidence, 147 

intermixed land, settling boundaries of, by Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
112, 113 

island in midstream, boundary line of property in case where, 122 

lake, boundary line of land bounded by, 120 

landlord and tenant, duty to repair fences as between, 130 

Land Transfer Act, 1897, description of land or boundaries registered under, 115 
leases etc., admission of, as evidence, 146 
legal presumption as to boundaries, 118 — 126 
hedges and ditches, 124, 125 
highways and private ways, 122^124 
lakes, 120 
railways, 124 
rebuttal of, 118 
rivers, 120—122 
sea-shore, 118 — 120 
level crossing, duty of fencing, 131 
Limitations, Statute of. Se& Statute of Limitations, 
lopping trees, right of adjoining owner in respect of, 126 
manor, evidence of boundaries of , 141, 148. See also copyholds, 
maps, plans and surveys, admission of, as evidence, 1*4, 146, 147 
mine, disused, duty to fence, 130 
mistake in conveyance, remedies for, 110, 111 
modes of fixing boundaries, 109 
non-user on part of owner, effect of, 112 

occupier and owner, liability to repair fences as between, 128 
ordnance maps, evidence of, 144 
overhanging fruit, possession of, 127 

trees, no right to, by prescription etc., 127 
right of action in respect of, 126 
to cut, 126 • 

owner and occupier, liability to repair fences as between, 128 

<fwnerehip, evidence of boundary derived^from acts of, 148, 149 

parish, evidence of boundaries of, 141 

parson, duty of, to fence ecdeaiastical property, 130 

party -walls, 134 — 138 

common user, evidence from, 135 
contribution to building of, 1 88 
divided ownership, 136 
easements over, 136 
meauings of ,^134 

9WiierBbi|9 in common, presumption of, 136 
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BOOilDAEIBS, FENCES AND rAUTY-WALDS— 

par ty- wall s — covt inued^ 

•partition, 138 
. pulling dow'n, 135, 138 

remedy for excluaion from, 137 
right of support, 136 

Statute of Limitations, applicationi of, 138 
user of, for building purposes, 137 
“ perambulations,’* evidence of boundaries of manor from, 148 
petition of right, procedure by, for determination of boundaries, 118 
physical objects, discrepancy between boundary indicated by, and stated area, 
138 

pit, duly to fence, 128, ?29 
by statute, 130 * 

plan, description of boundaries by, 110 
identification of, 139, 110 

poisonous trees overgrowing boundary, liabilil.y for, 126 
pof^ession, acquisition of boundary by undisturbed, 111, 113 
prescription, liability to repair fence by, 132 

no right to overhanging trees by, 127 

Prescription Act, light to have fence repaired not an easement within, 133 
* presumption as to boundaries. See legal presumption as to bomularies 
private documents, admission of, as evidence, 146 — 148 
way, boundary line of land bounded by, 123 
]irojecting roots, no property in tree by reason of, 127 
public documents, evidence of, 143 

footpath, diversion of, duty to fence in case of, 129 
pulling down party- wall, 1 35 
quarry, duty to fence, 129 
by statute, 130 

railway, boundary line of land bounded by, 124 

company, duly of, in respect of fencing, 130, 131 
rectification of conveyance, 110, 111 
rector, duty of, to fence ecclesiastical propeity, 130 
repair of fence. See fences etc. 
reputation, evidence of, 141, 142 
rescission of conve^'^ance, grounds for. 111 
river, boundary line of land bouiidcil by, 120 — 122 
roadside waste, presumption of dedieation to public of, 123 
roots, projecting, no property in tree by rcasou of, 12r 
sea-shore, boundary of, 118 — 120 
settlement of boundaries, modes of, 109 
shaft, duty to fence, 1 29 
by statute, 130 

shifting boundary in case of sea-shore, 119, 120 
soil, boundaries descending into, 109 
spiked fences, liability for injury through, 127, 128 
Statuteof Limitations, acquisition of boundary by. 111, 112 

apjdicatiou of, to use of neighbour’s wall, 138 
no right to oveihanging trees by, 127 
street, boundary line of land bounded by, 124 
support for wall, right of, 136. 136 

“ terriers,'’ ecclesiastical, admission of, as evidence, 145 
titlal and uon-iidal rivers, distinction between, as boundaries, 120, 121 
Tithe CoinmiHsioners, certificate of proceedings before, admission of, as evidence, 1 46 
commuialion maps, admission of, as evidence, 144 

i>owers of Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in respect of, 
113, 114 ^ 

town, evidence of boundaries of, 141 

trees, evidence ot boundary from act cif felling, 148 • 

no property in, by reason of projecting roots, 1 27 
overhanging, no right to, by prescription etc., 127 
right of action in respect of, 126 
to cut, 126 

trespass in res^iect of party- wall, 137 

trespasser, reeaisdy of, for injury through neglect to fence pit, 13Q 
vertical boundaries, 109 

vicar, duty of, to fence ecclesiastical property, 130 

walls. See party-walls, * 
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BUICmNQ CONTRACTS, ENGINEERS, AND AUCmTBOTS, 16S- 3t7 
abandonment of contract, applicaljoii of arbitration clause in case of, 289 
breach constituting, 238, 239 
by mutual consent, ]9(i 

) 9 • recovery by employer of payments on, 225 

abut, meaning of, 175 

acceptance of materials not equivalent to affixing to freehold, 1C5 
tender, 167—170 

by corporation, 168 
conditional, 167 

further document to be prepared, effect of, 167 
misrepresentation, obtained by, 169 
ratification of, 169 

secret commission, obtained by, 168 '• 
stamping, 170 
unauthorised, 169 

work, implication and effect of, 203»— 205, 213 
liability of employer by, 231 

of sub-contractor, no contract with employer by, 275 * 
waiver of right to certificate by, 221 
accession, application of doctrine of, 165 

accidents, unforeseen or unavoidable, effect of, on contractor’s liability, 190 
account, liability of employer to furnish, on completion after forfeiture, 257 
payment on, 117, 212, 225 

recovery of, by architect, 306 

acquiescence by cm])loyer in assignment of contract, effect of, 271 
knowledge of defects not equal to, 201 
' liability of employer to quantity surveyor through, 310, 313 
waiver of performance by, 199 

action for breach of covenant, accrual of employer’s right of, 237 
additions. See extras, 
adjacent, meaning of, 175 
adjoining, meaning of, 175 

owner, architect’s liability towards, 296 
administrator. See executor, 
advertisement for tender, 166 
agency of arbitrator, effect of, 286, 287 
architect, 218, 219, 288, 289 

contractor for employment of snb-con tract or, 276 
agent, effect of misrepresentation by, 169 

liability of employer for acts of architect as, 220, 221 
unauthorised acceptance of tender by, 169 
agreement, secret, between employer and architect, 201, 218 
alteration of contract, effect of, 173 

immaterial, surety not discharged by, 280 
mode of, 179, 180 

unauthorised, 230. See, also variation, 
antiquities dug up, bhiJder not entitled to, 187 
appointment of architect or engineer, implied condition as to, 108 
apportionment of contract, 182 
appraisement. See valuation, 
appraiser, 162 

appropriation of payments, 227 

approval by architect as condition precedent to payment, 207 
employer and aiclntect, effect of, 208 
architect’s liability after, 297 
fraudulent or unreasonable withholding of, 206 
not an Implied ^ndition precedent to payment, 205 
withdrawal of, 204, 208 
withholding of, 205, 206 
meaning of, 175 * 

approved plan, meaning of, 176 

arbitration, agreement to be bound by certificate not a submission to, 

cases where valuation or certificate equivalent to award in, 284. 

also arbitration clauses, 
elauses, 281 — 288 etc. 

application of, to snb-con tracts, 283 
cases^ where inoperative, 286 
• conffnement of, to disputes, 285^ 266 

( 16 ) 


Se* 



Indxx. 


BDltDma OONTBAOTS, SKGINEIEBS, AKD ARCHITECTS— eomnutid. 

arbitration clauses — aontinuad, 

construction, 282, 283 
effect of, on architect’s powers, 245, 246 
■cope of, where certificate agreed to be final, 285, 286 * 
inconclusive, 286 
stay of action in case of, 282 
usual, 281, 282. See also arbitrator, 
arbitrator, architect giving certificate not, 218 
certifier a quasi-^ 209 
disqualification of, 286 — 288 
distinction between certifier and, 283, 284 
extent of architect’s authority as, 2 >7 
removal of,* 288 

substitute on death etc. of, 285 
See also arbitration clauses, 
architects and engineers, 288 — 309 etc. 
agency, extent of, 288, 289 

no disqualification by, 218, 219 
appointment of, 288 
approval of, effect of, 204, 205, 207 
authority of, to employ quantity surveyors, 309 
order deviations etc., 233 
extras, 289, 290 

bankruptcy of, 309 

breach of warranty of authority by, 291 
certificate of, forfeiture in pursuance of, 250 

mistake in, 216. See also certificates, 
communications by, as certifier, duty as to, 220 
contractor’s duty to obey, 207 
corruption of, 300, 301 
death, illness etc. of, 293, 305, 306 
default of, employer’s liability for, 202, 220, 221 
definition of, 160 
deviations, measurement of, 291 
dismissal of, by employer, 222, 294, 295 
contractor by, 290 

disqualification of, as certifier, 218 — 220 
dual function of, 207 

duties of. See duties of architects ; liabilities of architects etc. 
errors or want of skill in, effect of, 216, 217, 219. See also negligence, 
extent of power and liability of, as arbitrator, 207, 218 
failure by employer to provide, 198, 238 
for the time being, meaning of, 294 
„ for purpose of certificate, 222 

fraud of, employer’s liability for, 202, 250, 289 

personal liability for. See liabilities etc. 
fraudulent agreement by employer with, 201 
implied condition as to appointment of, 198 
liabilities of, in general. See liabilities etc. 

to quantity surveyor, 314 

lien of, 308 

non-completion through default of, 202 
powers of, construction of, 288 
qualifications of, 160 
quantities, authority to take out, 291 
remuneration. See remuneration etc. 
secret agreement of, with employer^ 218 
sub-contractors, employment of, by, 290 
tenders, authority to procure, 28^ 290 
unauthorised order by, ratification of, 231 
variation of contract by, 290 
warranty of plans etc., 289 
working drawings, duty of supplying, 289 
as far as pomble, meaning of, 175 

assignment of agreement, including plant and materials, a bill of 269 
liabilities, 270—274 

by act of contract, or, 270, 271 
employer, 271 
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BtMDDlNG CONTRACTS, ENQINEEUS, AND ARCHITKOTS -amtinued. 
asBignmctil of liabilities — ^conthiued. 

by bankrupicy of contiactor, 272 

emplo 3 'er, 272, 273 
death of contractor, 273, 271 
employer, 273 
rights, 2C6 — 270 etc. • 

by contractor before breach, 227, 260, 267 

of rights against sub-contractor, 275 
employer before breach, 260 
way of mortgage, 268 
effect of bankruptcy on, 268, 269 
notice of, 267 . 

of entry under forfeiture clause, 2C£f 
instalments, 267, 268 
retention money, 268 
share of profits. 267, 268 • 

priority as between, and attachment, 274 
stamp on, 267 
stipulation against, 268 
subject to equities, 227, 267, 209, 270 
forfeiture, 270 

attachment of instalments and retention money, 274 
authority, breach of warranty of, by architect, 291, 301, 302, 314 
award as condition precedent to payment, 286 

cases where valuation or certificate equivalent to, 281 
certificate not an, 209 

bad weather, non-performance by reason of, 200 

balance due, ascertainment of, when no provision for, in contract, 214, 215 
bankruptcy of architect or engineer, payments in case of, 309 

contractoi*, completion of contract by trustee on, 272 
effect of, in general, 272 

on £LS6ignmcut of instalments, 268 
employer* 8 lien, 265 
forfeiture on, 252, 251, 272 
vesting of materials on, 262, 263 
employer, 272, 273 

benefit of extras, liability of cinploj’^cr taking, 235 
bill of exchange, payment by, 226 

sale, agi'eement conferring lien constituting, 14, 265 
forfeiture clause as, 12, 259 
vesting clause not, 12, 264 

bills of quantities, architect’s authority to obtain, 309, 310 
inaccuracy in, 164 
liability of architect for, 298, 302 
lithographer’s charges for, 312, 313 
meaning of, 161, 163, 164 
warranties or representations as to, 109 
blanks, constmetion of, 173 

boards of giiardians, requisition of sureties by, 279 
bonus, 224 

breach of contract, 238 — 249 
by contractor, 239 
employer, 238, 239 

measure of damages for, on breach by contractor, 240 

employer, 242 

penalties and liquidated damages. See liquidated dam ages, 
specific performance, 248, 249 . 

breach of covenant, accrual of employer’s right of action for, 237. See also breach 
* of contract. 

warranty of authority by architect, 291, 301, 302, 314 
bribe, architect’s liability for taking, 299 
tender obtained by, 168 
brick- built, meaning of, 176 
builder, meaning of, 169. See also contractor, 
builder’s merchant, definition and duties of, 163 

liability of building owner to, 278, 279 
building, meanipg of, 176, 176 

ov^er, meaning of, 159. See also employer, 
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SjUltniN^ CONtEACTK, ENGINEEIIS, AND AKCHITECIS— 
bniiding purpose?, meaiuiig nf lauds used for, f <6 
biuisl groiiud, cout-racl to buiM on, fJlO, 532, 533 
^byo-laws, otunpliance with, by ajcjhileot, 2115, 295 
effect of disregard of, 195 
carjccllation of contract inade by inistake, 181 
cash <liscouot, contractor’s light to, 278 

in case of litliographer’s charges, 312 
liaymcnt in, 225 

cease work, effect af Jiolice to, 239 
certiticales, 208 — 222 c.lc. 

architpot’s duty and in respeet of, 209, 299 

MS condition precedent to payment, 210 — 212 

niatteis to wkieh condition [•rcccdent applies, 211 
pcj’soiis bound by, 212 
award, tlisf inguisbable from, 209 

equivalent !«•, in*ceitain cases, 284 
classes of, 209 

control of arbitration (dausc over, 285, 280 
final certificate, 213 — 222. iSV’c final cci 1 ilicate, 
forfeituie in j»iirsuance of, 250 
fraudulent 'wdtbboldmg of, 201 
inclusion in, of iiocosaary works as extras, 229 
necessity for, 208 
parties bound by, 210, 212 
progress certificalcs, 212, 213 
€M*rtiijer, distinction between arbitrator and, 283 - 285 
charge on contractor’s interest, 281 

charges of architects, scale of, 306, 307. remuneration of architects anil 

engineers. 

quantity surveyors, scale of, 312 
clerical errors, construction, rectification etc., of, 173, 171, 181 
clerk of the w'orks, architect’s responsibility foi, 293, 299 
deiiuition and duties of, 163 

collusion between contractor and architect, effect of, 270 

employer and architect, effect of, 201, 217, 220 
commission, secret, architect’s liability for taking, 299, 300 
tender obtained by, 1 68 

communications by architect as certifier, duties as to, 220 
company, contract with, 172 

proof of new contract with, 231 
compensation for trivial omissions in entire contract, 187, 188 
compet ition drawings, estimate of value of, 307 

completion after forfeiture, employer’s liability to account on, 257 
by employer, effect of, 204 
• surety on insanity of contractor, 280 

trustee in bankruptcy, 252, 268, 269, 272 
extension of time for, effect of, on claim for damages, 243 — 245 
in general, 182 — 192 
meaning of, 176 
payment on, 226 

prevention of. See prevention of completion, 
relief fi-om stipulations as to, 238 
security for, 226 
time for, 189, 190 

extension of, effect of, 244, 245. Sii?e aldo non-com [.Id Ion. 
eonoealment, discharge of surety by, 280 
oonclusive certificate. See final certificate, 
csondition, implied, as to existence of site, 198, 238 

subject-matter, 194 * 

furnishing of^lans, appointment of architect etc., 198 
workmanship, 189 

precedent to conti'actor’s liability, failure by employer to perform, 198, 
238 

forfeiture, 256 

payment, approval of architect as, 207 

employer, not implied, 205 
award as, 286 

certificate as, effect of arbitration clause on, 285 
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BUlLmNni CONTRACTS, ENaiNKKUS. ANO ARCHITfiria 

condition precedent to payment, certificate as, in general, 2!U— 212 

waiver of, 220, 221 
final, aR, 214 

waiver of, 221 
progress, as, 212 
for extyas, 224 

waiver of, 2.*12, 22o, 225, 290 
\v'\v far capable of creation by express words, 2nri 
pr(»v(sion of sureties as, 280 
conditional acceptance of tender, 167 
payment to arcliitcct. 208 
coTiditioTiP, usual, as to defects anti repairs, 236 

of forfeiture, 251, 252 *• 

consent of local authority, effect of luit obtaining, where iiecesstiry, 196 
consideration, failure of, ret;ovcry of payments made on, 225 

where work not fit for particular purpose, 188 
for contract, 170 

increase of price, 223 

conspiracy, agreement not to tender not a, 170 

between architect anti employer, 201 
construction. 173 — 178 

admission of evidence for purpose of, 173 
blanks, erasures, and clerical ciTors, 173 
custom, evidence of, 173 
implied stipulations, 174 
partncrsliip contracts, 174 

words and phrases judicially considered, 175 — 178 
continuing breach of contract, effect of, on right of forfeiture, 256, 267 

waiver of, 258 

contractor, abamlon incut of work by, 239 

agency of, to employ sub-contractor, 276 
assignment of liability by, 270, 271 
bankru[)tc.y of. bankruptcy of contractor, 
charge on interest of, 281 
death of, 273 

default of, damages for, 239 — 242 

dismissal of, by aichitect, 290 

duty of, to obey architect or engineer, 207, 208 

forfeiture of contract as against. forfeiture. 

insanity of, cofnpletioii by surety on, 2S0 

liability of, to quantity surveyor, 313, 314 

lien of, 264 

meaning of, 159, 160 

payment to architect by, 308 

remedies of, on employer’s def.ault, 238, 239 

solvency of, architect's liability for, 29tS 

sureties for financing, 281 

copies of specifications, charges for, by architect, 299, 300 
corporation, acceptance of tender by, 1G8 

apfiointmcnt of architect by, 288, 289 
contract with, in general, 172 
effect of payment on account by, 179 
implication of new contract with, 231 
corruption of architect, 300, 301 
counterclaim by employer, payment subject to, 325 
covenant for repair, construction of, 236 
covenants, onemus, not implied, 174 

criminal liabilities of agents, architccts,*and engineers, 168, 300, 303, 304 
custom. See usage. 

damages for breach of contract by contractor, 183, 239 — 241 

employer, 242 

liquidated. See liquidated damages. 

measure of, against architect for breach of warranty o£ authority, 301, 302 

useless design, 297, 296 

recovery of unliquidated, after loss of right to liquidated, 248 
dangerous work, duty of employer in case of, 315, 316 
day work, meaning of, 176 
death of architi£ct,*293, 305, 306 
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BUILWNG CONfRAC'TB, ENGlNEKfiS, AND ARClllTEOTS—coniifiitfd. . 
death of contractor, 273 
' employer, 273, 294 

, dcbculurca, payment by, 226 

deceit, action ngaiiibt architect for, 301, 302 
employer for, 169, 201 
deductions from prioe, by employer, 524 
default of contractor, damages for, 239 — 242 

employer, non-completion through, 196 — 199, 239 

damages for, 242 

defective design, architect's liability for, 297 
defects by sub-contractor, 277 

assignment of contractor’s rights in respect of, 275 
clauses, liabKity under, 236, 237 
in construction, deductions for, 242 
design, architect’s liability for, 297 
soil, effect of, 191 
notice of, by emplo.yer, 237, 238 

patent, effect of approval of work on rights in respect of, 204 
remedies of employer in case of, 241, 242 
usual conditions as to, 236 
definitions, 158 — 166. Sea various ierins. 

delay, damages for, effect of progress certificate on right to, 213 
measure of, 240 

release of claim for liquidated, 243, 244 
forfeiture for, construction of right of, 257 
in delivering certificate, 220 
delegation of duties by arch i feci, 293, 294 
fielivery of certificate, prevention of, 220 
<leparture from specification. extras, 

design, defective, architect's liability for, 297 

destruction of subject-matter, contractor’s liability in case of, 194, 199, 237 
deviations, architect’s and builder’s authority to employ quantity surveyor to 
measure, 310, 31 1 

measurement of, by architect, 291, 300, 308 
devisee of employer, rights of, 273 

devolution of rights and liabilities on death, 273, 274. See assignment etc. 
difficulty of performance, 193, 200 
diploma, architect not bound to obtain, 160 
disclaimer by contractor’s trustee in bankruptcy, 272 
discount for cash, in case of lithographer’s charges, 312 
right of contractor to, 278 

quantity surveyor to, 312 
dismissal of architect, 222, 294, 305 
^ certifier, 222 

* contractor by architect, 290 

disputes, confinement of arbitration clause to, 285, 286 
disqualification of arbitrator, 286 — 288 

architect or engineer as certifier, 218 — 220 
drawings, defective, liability of architect for, 297, 298 
implied condition as to furnishing, 198, 199 
lien of architect on, 308 
probationary, payment for, 304, 305 
property in, 298 

duties of architects, 291 — 294 etc. 

byc-laws, knowledge of, and compliance with. 295, 296 
delegation of, 293 
duration of, 294 

effect of death, illness, etc. on 293* 
examination of site etc., 296, 297 
necessary notices, 296 • 

^«<wi-3udicial, 292, 293 
skill and care etc., 291, 292 
superyision, 298, 299 
dwelling-house, meaning of, 1 76 

earnings, estimate of loss of, in employer's damages, 240, 241 
easements, architect’s duty respecting, 296 

employer, approval of, not implied condition precedent to payment 206 
withdrawal of, 208 r, .r ^ 
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BUIJCDINQ contracts, ENOINEBRS, and architects— ciwCinii^d. 

employer, assignment of riglits by, 266 — 270 
bankruptcy of, 272, 273 
^ death of, 273. 294 

default of, damages for, 242 

non-completion through, 197, 198, 200, 201 
dofiiiition of, 159 • 

failure by, to perform condition precedent, 238 
fraudulent or secret agreement by, with architect, 201, 218 
injunction against, 250 

interference by, effect of, on certificate, 217, 220 
liability of, for acts of aichitect, 202, 220, 221 
fraud of architect, 289 
sub-contractors, 202 

to contractor on completion after forfeiture, 257 
quantity surveyor, 313 
sub-contractor, 232 

lien of, 265 

notice by, to cease work, effect of, 239 
prevention of completion by. Sre prevention e.ic, 
delivery of certificate by, 211, 220 
remedies of, in case of defects, 236 — 2S3, 241 
repudiation of contract by, 200 
employment, contract constituted by, 184 
engineer, charges of, 307 

contractor's duty to obey, 207, 208 
disqualification of, 218 

fraudulent agreement by employer with, 201 
implied condition as to ai^pointmcnt of, 190 
meaning, qualifications and classes of, 160, 161 
not arbitrator, 218 

^z/aji-judieial duties of, 292. See also architects and engineers, 
entire contract, effect of non-completion of, 183 
meaning and classes of, 182 
payment of architect in case of, 308 
performance of, 186 — 189 
entry on site by contractor after forfeiture, 253 

trustee in bfinkruptcy of contractor, 252 
equitable assignment of debt, priority of, over attachment, 274 
equities, assignment subject to, 227, 267, 2G9, 270 
erasures, construction and effect of, 173 
essence of contract, cases where time is of, 190, 191 
estimate for tender, effect of, 167, 168 

of cost by architect, effect of, 218 

estoppel, application of, to employer acquiescing in assignment of •contract, 
271 

evidence, parol, adniission of, 173, 174, 178 
examination, architects not bound to undergo, 160 
exclusion from site by employer, effect of, 197, 201 

remedy of architect against, 211 
excuses for non-completion, 192 — 205 

acceptance before completion, 203 — 205 
difficulty or impossibility, 192 — 195 
defects in soil, 194 
destruction of subject-matter, 194 
during performance, 199, 200 
unforeseen impediments, 193 - 
illegality, 196, 200 • 

, amounting to impossibility, 196 

during performance, 200 « 

prevention by architect etc., 202 
employer, 196 — 199 

during performance, 200 — 202 

waiver, 199 

daring peiTormauce, 202, 203 

execution against contractor, effect of, on employer’s right of forfeiture, 253 

employer’s Hen on materials subject to, 266 
miy^erials exempt from, in certain cases^ 261 
executor of architect, claim by, 306, 306 
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‘ BUILDING CONTRAOTS, ENGINEERS, AND AROniTfiOXS— ' 
executor of contractor, rights and liabilities of, 273, 274 
employer, rights and liabilities of, 273 ^ 

^ existence of subject-matter, implied condition as to, 194 
' expedition, extra payment for, 223, 224 
expulsion by employer, Injunction against, 248 « 
extension of time, efEect of, on right of forfeiture for delay, 257 . 

liquidated damages for delay, 213, 241 
no waiver of agreement by, 199 
external part, meaning of, 176 
extras, appropriation of payments to, 227 

architect’s authority to order, express, 228 

, not implied, 289, 290 

• proof of, required in claim by contractor, 233 

duty to keep down, 219, 220 

conditions under which contractor bound by architect’s order for, 208 
definition of, 228 * 

final certificate, effect of, on claim for, 233, 23+ 
liability of employer tor, by taking benefit, 235 

in general, 228, 229, 233 

lump sum contracts, in case of, 231 

where ordered by architect, 233 

performed by sub-contractor, 232 
written order condition precedent to pay 
ment, 232, 233 

refusal to give written order, in cast 
of, 236 

matters outside contract not classed as, 230 
necessary works not included in, 229 
no general duty respecting, 228 
orders in writing for, 234 — 236 

ordcis constituting, 234, 235 
promise to pay for specified work as, 232 
usual conditions prece<lent to payment for, 234 
failure of consideration, recovery of payments on, 225 

where work not fit for particular purpose, 183 
final certificate, 213 — 222 etc. 
as condition precedent, 214 
classes of, 213 
conclusiveness of, 215 — 218 
conditions of, 215, 216 
fraud or collusion, effect of, on, 217, 218 
interference by employer, in case of, 217 
mistake etc. in case of, 216 
•ultra vires certificates, 216, 217 
(ffelay in delivery of, 220 
dispensing with, 220, 221 
disqualification of certifier, 218 — 220 
extras, effect of, on, 233, 234 
form of, 214 

loss of claim for liquidated damages for delay by, 217 

person to give, 221, 222 

prevention of delivery, 220 

subjection of, to arbitration clause, 285 

unreasonable refusal of, 220, 221 

waiver of, 220, 221 

where payment postponed for fixed period, 214 
withholding, 220 ^ 

fire, contractor's liability in case of, 237 

insurance companies, effect of election by, to reinstate baildJiigs, 191, 192 
fitness of work for intended purpose, ^88 
fixtures, regard to, In making progress certificate, 21 3 
forfeiture, 249 — 269 etc. 

absolute or qualified, 255 
accrual of right of, 251 

assignment of right under clause, by employer, 269 
eomt>let4on after, liability of employer to acc«»uut on, 257 
condition precedent to right of, 256 
defeat of attachment of accruing debt by, 274 
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forfeit 111 > // up*f. 

defeat of rigid of li<jui(iated damages iur t,lcla-y ihioitgii, Ulti ■ 

exercise of right of, 236 — 25S 
, , for^leJuy, construction of riglit nf, 237 
further rights of coidavictt^r, on, 2oli 
implied right of, 258 . 

injunction against, 250 
loss of right of, 25:i 
meaning and effect of, 251 
new agreement after, 251 
on bankruptcy, 252, 251, 272 

events other than ■*»ankru|>tcy, 239, 255 
premature, 257, 258 *• 

property of contractor liable to, 252, 2oli 

registration of ngrceincnt for, as bill of sale, necessity for, 259 
sub-con t racliur, rights and liabilities of, in casoof, 276, 277 
use of materials and plant on, 253 
usual conditions of, 251, 252 
waiver of right of, 258 
wrongful, 201, 219, 250, 258 
remedy in case of, 246, 250 
foundations, builder’s right to soil dug for, 187 
fraud, architect’s liability for, 299, 300, 303 

power to certify obtained by, 218 
of architect, effect of, on final certificate, 215, 217 
employer’s liability for, 202, 250, 289 
ein[)loycr in collusion with architect, 201, 217 
quantity surveyor, employer’s liability foi, 164 

quantity surveyor’s own liability for, 312 
withholding of approval by, 206 
certificate by, 220 

freehold, materials affixed to, 164, 165 
front main wall, meaning of, 177 
garnishee order, attachment by, 274 

priority as between assignee not giving notice, and creditor 
obtaining, 267 

gratuitous, evidence that services of architect were, 304 
ground, defects in, 194 

guarantee, writing required for contract containing, 171. See also sureties, 
heir of emjiloycr, rights of, 273 
hoardings, property in, 261 

holidays, computation of, in estimating penalties for delay, 243 
house, meaning of, 177 

ignorance of particulars of work on making tender, effect of, 192 
illegality of con tiact, 195, 196, 200 

distinction between impossibility and, 190 
non-completion by reason of, 200 
recovery of quantum meruit in case of, 200 
illness of architect, 293 
impartiality of architect, duty of, 218, 219 
impediments to completion, relief in cases of, 193 
implied acceptance of work, 203 

condition precedent to payment, employer’s approval not, 205 
contracts, conditions, and stipulations, as to consent of local authority, 196 

existence of site and subject, 
matter, 194 


lien on materials, 265 


employment of architect, 293 
payment of architect, 304 

contractor, 179, 225 
provision of site, plans, archi- 
tect etc., 198, 199 
workmanship, 189 
in general, 174 


impossibility of completion, 188 

performance, 192, 193, 199, 200 
through act of employer, 197 

independence of A’chitect in making certificate, necessity for, 215, 217 
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BUIIiOlNG (’ONTHACTS, KNGINKERS, AND AUOUITECXS— . 
iiidiofmeTii of architect for jaanalauf^h^er, 304 
i^ijunction against contractor continuing work, 250 
disniissal etc. of architect, 201 
• expulsion by employer, 218 

forfeiture, 250 

injuries to persons or property, 315—317 * 

insanity of architect, 293 * 

contractor, completion by surety on, 280 
instalments, agreement for payment by, effect of, 183 
assignment of, 267, 268 
attachment of, 274 

claim for, by executors of architect, 274, 305, ;i0fl 
forfcitr^^rc of, 255 
payment by, 183, 181, 225 
recovery of, by employer, 195, 225 

refusal by en\Dloyer to pay, 201, 202. Sre alxo progress certificates, 
insurance companies, effect of election by, to reinstate buildings, 191, 192 
interest, claim for, 223 

interference by employer, effect of , on architect’s certificate, 215, 217, 220 
interpretation. See construction. 

intra vires, subject-matter of final certificate must be, 215, 216 
joint contractors, assignment by one of, 271 
death of one of, 273 
employers, death of one of, 273 
stock companies, contracts with, 172 
land, cases where building contracts involve an interest in, 171 
payment in, 227 

liabilities, assignment of. See assignment of liabilities, 
of architects and engineers, 295 — 301 etc. 
adjoining owner, towards, 296 
certificates and raeasuremeuts, as to, 299 
contractor, towards, 291, 301 
criminal, 300, 303, 301 
fraud or secret commission, 299, 300, 303 
limitation of actions, 301 
materials, in respect of, 302 
negligence. See negligence, 
plans, specifications etc., defects in, 297, 298, 302 
quantities, in respect of, 298, 302 
site, examination of, 296, 297 
solvency of contractor, 298 
supervision, 298, 299 
warranty, 301, 302 

licence, architect generally docs not require, 160 
• of valuers and appraisers, 162, 163 

to seize contractor’s property, 12, 253—261 
lien of architect, 308 

builder or contractor, 165, 261 
employer, 265 

limitation of actions against architects, 301 
liquidated damages, distinction between penalties and, 243, 255 
recovery of, 246, 247 

release of claim for, by extension of time, 214, 245 

failure to deduct from payments, 246 
forfeiture or abandonment, 246, 247 
prevention of work, 244, 245 
uncertainty of time from which to 
• run, 243, 244 

waiver, 247 • 

relief from stipvlations as to, 238 
demand, when price a, 222, 223 
Ifthographei^s charges, 312, 313 

quantity surveyor’s right to discount on, 278 
Lloyd's bonds, payment in, 226, 227 
local authority, contracts with, 172 

effect of not obtaining consent of, where necessary, 196, 197 
implied condition os to obtaining consent of, 19G 
locality, construction with reference to custom of particulaf, 173 
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BUIEDING CONTRACTS, ENGINEERS, AND ARCHITECTS— coafinwerf. 
loss of rent, estimate of, in employer’s damages, 240 
lump sum contract, claim for, a liquidated demand, 222 
efEcct of, 183, 184 

. liability for extras in case of, 231 

meaning qf, 182, 185 
machinery, forfeiture of, 252 , 

maintain, meaning of, 177 
maintenance and defect clauses, 23C — 238 
distinction between, 236, 237 
notice to remedy defects, 237, 238 

reconstruction, liability for, under maintenance and repairing clause, 237 
usual conditions as to, 236 

mandatory order for employer to allow architect to value?, 211, 2U4 
manslaughter, indictment of architect for, 304 
market price, meaning of, 224 

materials, 260 — 266 etc. • 

affixed to freehold, 164, 105 

bill of sale, vesting clause as to maierials not, 12, 2iH 
claim for, where better than stipulated. 187, 232 
contractor's right of user, when property in, has passed, 202 
deduction of value of, from price, 266 
execution against, 261 

failure by employer to supply according to contract, 201 
forfeiture of, 249, 252, 253 
implied agreement to pay for, 184 
condition as to quality, 189 
liability of architect for, 301 
lien on, 264, 2G5 
old, 266 

regard to, in making progress certificate, 213 
removal by contractor, 263, 260, 262 
reputed ownership of, 254, 2G3 

rights of contractor's trustee in bankruptcy where vesting clause, 262, 263 
vesting of, 260 — 262 

rights qualifying, 262, 263 

measure of damages against architect for useless design, 297, 298 

breach of warranty of authority, 301, 302 
for breach of contract by contractor, 240 
^ employer, 242 

measurements, architect’s liability in respect of, 299 
merchant, builder's, definition and duties of, 163 

liability of building owner to, 278, 279 
minerals, effect of reservation of, 187 
meaTiiiig of, 177 

misconduct of arbitrator, removal for, 288 

misrepresentation, architect's power to certify obtained by, 218 
as to bills of quantities, 169 
rescission of tender given through, 169 
mistake by architect, effect of, 216, 219, 292 

cancellation etc. of contract made by, 180, 181 
in bills of quantities, relief in case of, 164 
modification of original scheme, provision for, 1 65 
money had and received, brilje to architect recovered as, 168 
morals, contracts contrary to, 195 

recovery of quanttim. meruit in case of, 200 
mortgage of moneys payable under contract, 267, 268 
registration of, in certain casq^, 259 
mutual agreement, rescission by, ISO, 196 
ntfval architects, 160 ^ 

necessary, meaning of, 178 

works not included in extras, 229 
negligence, architect's, facts constituting, 296, 297 

liability for, in general, 292, 295 — 299, SOI, 302 
Loss of right to payment by, 806 
where due to clerk of works etc 293, 299 
contractor’s liability to third persons for, 31 5, 31 7 
employer's liability for, 315, 316 
quemtity surveyor’.^ liability for, 311, 313 
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BCIIiDING CONTRACTS, ENGINEERS, AND ARCHITECTS— ■ 
new contract, agreement constituting, 180, 202, 203 
by novatiop, 179, 274 

, incorporation of old conditions in, 199, 251 

with corporation, 231 

non-completion, damages for, 183, 186, 190, 241. 

effect of, in various kinds of contract, 183 — 185 
on price, 224 

recovery of instalments, 225 
excuses for. See excuses for non-compleJion. 
facts not amounting to, 188 

omissions constituting and not constituting, 186 
throijgh default of employer, 197, 198, 200, 201 

' sub-contractor, architect etc., 202 

impossibility or impracticability, 186, 188 
within agreed time, effect of, 190. See also completion, prevention 
of completion. 

notice, architect’s duty to give, whenever required, 296 
by employer of defects. 237, 238 

matters of which parties employing architect etc. to certify, possess, 219, 
220 

of assignment, 267 

to contractor to cease work, effect of, 239 
novation. See new contract. 

occupation or possession, acceptance not to Vjc inferred from, 203 
old materials, property in, 266 
omissions, express power to order, 228 
construction of, 230 
oral. See parol. 

order and disposition of bankrupt, application of rule as to, 254, 263 
orders for extras. See extras, 
in writing, 234, 235 
refusal to give, 236 

parol agreement, waiver b 3 ’’, of right to certificate in certain cases, 221 
certificate by architect, 214 
evidence, admission of, 173, 174, 178 
partial prevention of completion by eniplojxr, 198 
particular purpose, work ordered to be constructed for, 188 

substance, construction of statute requiring use of, 198 
partners, contract by member of firm of, 174 
patent defects, no i-ecovery in respect of, after approval, 204 
payment, accrual of, where no express agreement, 184, 185 
approx)riation of, 227 

assignment of right to, by contractor, 267 
^ by instalments, 183, 184, 225. See also progress certificaleS:, 
condition x>rccedent to. See condition precc<lent, 
detention of, by employer for fixed period, 214 
effect of non-completion upon right of, 183, 184 
for extras. See extras, 
forfeiture of, 252 
modes of, 226, 227 

of architect. See remuneration of architects etc. 
quantity surveyor, 312 — 314 
retention money, 209, 214, 226 
sub-con tractor, 275, 276 
on account, effect of, 179, 212, 225 

re<;overy f>f, by employer, 306 
completion, 226 , 

premature, discharge of surety by, 280 
recovery of, by employer, 226, 306 
right to, in case of entire cSntract, 182, 183 
set-off against, 272 
time for, 184 

nnder itlegal contract, recovery of, 194, 195 
where no provision for ascer (aining price, 184, 185 
** p.c.,’* meaning of, 277, 278 

penalties and liquidated damages. liquidated damages, 
performance, impossibility or difficulty of, 192, 193, 199, 2*J0 

of entire contract, 186 — 189 * 
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BGILDlNa CONTRACTS, BN01NI5RRS, AND ARCHITECTS -eantinurii. 
performance, .waiver of, 199 

personal contract, effect of contractor’s death in case of, 274 
meaning and effect of, 270 
, phrases, construction of, 174 — 178 
plans, architect’s lien on, SOg 

defective, liability of architect for, 297, 298, 302 
duties of archiiect in respect of, IGO 

quantity surveyor in respect of, 162 
implied condition as to furnishing, 198, 199 
property in, 298 

plant, assignment of agreement including, a bill of sale, 27*9 
construction of clause giving right of seizure ul‘,,253 
damages for loss of use of, 212 • 

forfeiture of, 253, 254 
vesting an<l removal of, 253, 201 
plastering, meaning of, 178 • 

policy, x)ublic, contracts contrary to, 105 

recovery of quantum mermt in case of, 200 
possession, acceptance not to be inferred from, 203 
premai ure forfeiture, 257 

payment, discharge of surety 1 > 3 ^ 280 
promises, meaning of, 178 

preparatory work, inclusion of, in contract, 186, 187 
prevention of complctior bv architect, 202 

assignee of contract, 271 

employer, by failure as to condition precedent, 193 
wrungl’nl forfeit me, 201, 249, 250 
in general, before performance, 196 — lOS 
iliiring performance, 200 — 202 
pa 3 'mrnl to architect on, 305 
delivery of certificate, 211, 22U 
price, 222 — 224 etc. 
bonus, 224 

deductions from, 221, 266 
defects, reduction in case of, 240,^241 
increase of, 223 
interest, 223 

liquidated demand, 222, 223 

market price, meaning of, 221- 

mode of ascertaining, 185 

qvatiUvm meruit, iiec quantum meruit. 

reasonable, when not fixed, 185, 223, 224 

schedule, pa^Tnent in accordance with, 222, 223. 230, See aJs.e payment, 
prime cost sum, menning of, 277, 278 
private rights, duty of architect to inquii-e as to, 29(5 
privitj'’, want of, between emplo 3 ''er and sub-contractor, 275 
probationary drawings, meaning of, 178 
payment for, 304 
professional assistance, necessity for, 165 
profits, assignment of share of, 267, 268 
progress certificates, 212, 213 
provisional sums, meaning of, 278 

Public Health Acts, contracts of urban authorities under, 17*1 
public policy, contracts contrary to, 19.5 

recovery of qv4>mtum meruit^ in case of, 200 
qualification of architects and engineers, 160 
quality of materials, implied condilioy as to, 189 
quantities, architect’s authority to take out, 291, 310, 311 
• liability for, 298, 302 

employer’s, 164, *169 
quantity surveyor, 309 — 314 etc. 

architect or engineer as, 312, 314 

architect’s authority to empio 3 ', 309, 310, 31S 

builder’s authority to employ, 311 

definition of, 160 

duties of, 161, 310—312 

fiaud of, 312 

iiabiljtie9of*311, 312 
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'bDJLDING CONTRACTS, ENGINEERS, AND ARCHITECTS— 
quantity surveyor — contirmed, 

' lithographer’s charges, discount on, 278, 312, 313 
person with whom privity of contract, 311, 312 

remedy of, against architect for breach of warranty of authority, 344 
remuneration of, by architect, 314 

contractor, 313, 314 
employer, 313 

scale of charges, 312 

quardum meruit^ claim on, by architect, 305 

executors, 274 
for extras, 223 

^ work under illegal contract, 200 

* in case of continuation of work after breach, 203 
delay by act of employer, 198 
non-completion of entire contract, 183 
wrongful forfeiture, 250 
where new contract supervenes, 179, 224 
no price fixed originally, 166, 223 

^f/^W-arbilrator, architect as, 218 

quicqvid plajittUur application of maxim, 164, 165 
« railway companies, specihc performance against, 249 
ratification of agent’s acceptance of tender, 169 

architect’s unauthorised order for employment of quantity surveyor, 

310,313 
extras, 231 

reasonable price. See quantuin nieruU. 

time, employer’s right to demand completion within, 189 — 191 
reasonableness of custom, 173 
rebuild, meaning of, 178 

reconstruction after fire etc,, contractor's liability for, 237 
recovery of instalments by employer, 195, 225 
liquidated damages, 247, 248 
rectification of contract, 180 — 182 
reduction of price in case of defects, 240 
registration of forfeiture clause, 259 

reinstate buildings, effect of election by insurance companies to, 191, 192 
relief from completion in case of certain impediments, 193 
forfeiture, 250 

stipulations in contract, 234, 238 
removal of arbitrator by court, 288 

materials etc. by contractor after attachment to soil, 260 

on forfeiture without right of seizure by 
employer, 253 

^ rejection of materials, 262 

remuneration of architects and engineers, 304 — 309 etc. 
amount of, 306, 307 

bankruptcy of architect, in case of, 309 
conditional, 308 

death of architect, effect of, ou, 305, 306 
employer’s discretion as to, 304 
express contract for, 304 
implied contract for, 304 
lieu for, 308 

negligence, in case of, 295, 306 
person liable for, 307, 308 
probatiouary drawings, 304, 305 
procuring tenders, 305 * 

quantum meruit on termination of employment, 305 
right lo reasonable, where no price fixed, 304, 307 
time for, 308 ^ 

work outside design and superintendence, 307 
rent, loss of, estimate of, in employer’s damages, 240 
repair, cases where contract for, entire, 184, 185 
construction of covenant. fr»r, 286 
meaning of, 178 

repairs, usual conditions as to, 236 

^presentation, statements not amounting to, 169, See also misrepresentation, 
repiulialion of contract, 196—198, 200 • 
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BtJlDDlNO OONTBAOT8, BNQINBKUt*, AND AIH'HITEC’TS - • 
reputed ownership, application of rule of, 254^ 26.1 
rescission of contract, application of arbitration clause in ease of, 283 
breaches constituting, 238, 239 
by agreement, 180, 196 
contractor, 239 

employer witjiout express right of forfeiture, 258 
wrongful, 200 

mutual, 180 

on ground of fraud, 169 

illegality, 195, 196 

mistake, 181. See alao breach of contract. 

resident engineer, 161 

retention money, assignment of, 26S \ 

attachment of, 274 
forfeiture of, 255 

meaning anil payment of, 209, ^14, 226 
revocation of submission to arbitration, 284, 285 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 160 
Ryde’s scale, 307 

salary of architect or engineer, effect of bankruptcy on, 309 
satisfaction, certificate of, implied, 2 1 4 
scaffolding, forfeiture of, 252 

scale of charges of ai'chitects, 306, 307. See also remuneration of arcViitect s and 
engineers. 

quantity surveyor, 312 

schedule, payment in accordance with, 222, 223 
scope of authority of architect. See architect, 
seal, necessity for use of, by corporations, 108, 172, 288, 289 
variation of contract under, 179 
waiver of certificate in case of contract under, 221 
contract under, 199 

secret agreement between architect and employer, effect of, 218 
commission, architect's liability for, 299 
tender obtained by, 168 

security for completion, retention money as, 226. See sureties, 
seizure by sheriff, loss of right of forfeiture by, 253 

separate works, or separate parts of work, noU’Corupletion of contract for, 184 — 186 
set off of claims by employer against payment, 225, 266, 272 
in case of assignment by contractor, 269 
severable contract, 184 ’ 
several works, meaning of, 178 
share of profits, assignment of, 267, 268 

shares, effect of architect holding, in company which employs him, 219 
payment by, 226, 227 

ship, distress on, 263 * 

ownership of things fitted to, 165, 260 
reputed ownership of. 263 

materials for, 254 

shipbuilding contracts, 165, 2G0, 271 
liquidated damages for delay, 247 
site, duty of architect to examine, 194, 296, 297 
effect of exclusion from, by employer, 197, 201 
implied condition as to provision of, 198, 238 
skill, architect’s liability for want of. See negligence, 
in giving final certificate, 209 
of quantity surveyor, necessity for, 311, 312 
workman, implied condition as to, 189 
soil, defects in, 194 * 

jiolv^ncy of contractor, architect’s liability for, 298 
special damage, employer’s right to, on breach by contractor, 240, 24t 
specialist, meaning of, 160 

specially indorsed writ for lump sum contract, 222 
specific performance of building contract, 197, 248, 249 

contract for employment of architect, 294 
payment in land, 227 
specifications, charges by architect for copies of, 299, 300 
defective, liability of architect for, 297, 298 
. daties of quantity surveyor in respect of, 162 
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cation 8 , moaning of. 1 78 
staoip duty un acceptance of tender, 170 
valiialions, li>3 

‘Statute of Frauds, application of, 171, 172 
statutes, iilogulily by disregard of. iOri, lOG 
’ kiiowlctige 4 ^f, required of an*(dtect, 205* 296 

statutory power, extra expense cauKe<t by employer’s exercise of, 236 
slay of proceedings in ease of arbitration clause, 282 
stipulations implictl. jSW? implied contracts etc. 
strikes, effect of, on time for completion, 200 
meaning of, 1 TS 
structure, meaning of, 178 

sub-contractor, iUMu-pbinec of work of, by employer, effect of, 275 
assignniont of contractor’s liglits against, 275 
eont I actor’s liability to, through breach by employer, 242 
dsnuigcs agiuiist, by contractor’s trustee, 272 
(h'fcctivc work by, 277 

efle«‘t ot lei iijs of jirineipal cont ract on rights ot. 277 

cin]>loyjncnt of, by architect., 290 

guiuantce for payment of, 281 

liability of ernploy'er for extras done by, 232 

meaning of, 1 GO 

non-completion through default of, 202 
payment to, by employer, 232, 275, 276 
rights and liability of, on forfeiture of contract, 276, 277 
of contractor’s trustee against., 272 
on contractor’s bankrui>tcy, 275 
iSe/J also sub-contracts. 

lub-oon tracts, 275 — 277, 283 

application of arbitration clause to, 283 

relations between sub-contractor and employer, 275, 276 

principal contractor, 270, 277 
terms of principal contract, ciTcet of, on, 277 
See also sub-contractor. 

subject-matter, effect of destruction of, 19-1:, 195, 199, 237 
submission to arbitration, agreement to be bound by ccrtiiicatc not, 209 
substantial performance of contract, effect of, 187, 188 
substituted contracts. See new contract. 

Sundays, computation of, in estimating penalties for delay, 243 
siipeiintendence, <iuties of architect in resx^ect of, 298, 299 
necessity for, IGC 

sureties, 279 — 281 

fur due performance by contractor, 27^ 2 S 0 
financing contractor, 281 
• payment of contractor, 281 , 1 ? •' ‘ ^ 

position and discharge of, 280 
surveyor, duties and dclinitiou of, 162 
taste, em^iloyer’s discretion in matters of, 206 
temporary difficulty or impossibility, effect of, 195 
tender, acceptance of, 167 — 170. See acceptance of tender, 
agreements not to make, 170 
authority of architect to procure, 289, 290 
effect of ignorance of particulars on making, 192, 193 
invitation for, 166, 167 
payment to architect for procuring, 305 

reduction of, architect’s authority to employ quantity surveyor for, 310 
withdrawal of, or of invitation for, 167 
terms of contract, ascertainment of, 170^ 

third persons, injury to, 315 — 317 • 

time, cases in which, of essence of contract, 190 

extension) of, e&ect of, on claim for liquidated damages for delay, 243, 244 
right of forfeiture for delay, 267 

for compilation, 189, 190 

effect on, of strike^ 200 

variation of work, 243, 244. See also completion ; non-com* 
pletlon. 

measure of damages for non -completion within, 241 
reasonable, employer's right to demand completion wltlftD,*189 
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BOILDING CONTRACTS, ENGINEERS, AND ARCHITECTS— <!»»»<{««<•<*, 

time, reasonable, mode of calculating, 189 * 

relief from stipulations as to, 197, 238 
I , waiver of condition as to, by implication, 204 
trade or business, construction of words peculiar to particular, 173 
trading corporations, contracts with, 
trivial omissions by contractor, 187, 188 

trustee in bankruptcy of architect or engineer, rights of, 309 

contractor, claim of, to assigned instalments, 288 

completion of contract or disclaimer V»y, 254, 
255, 268, 269, 272 

rights of, where contract forfeited on bank- 
ruptcy, 252 

materials subject to em- 
ployer’s lion, 
- 265 

vest in employer, 
262, 263 

ultra vires certificates, 216, 217 

umpire, reference to, 282, 285 

unauthorised acceptance of tender, 169 

unfixed materials, vesting of, 261 

unforeseen or unavoidable accidents, 190, 193, 104 

unlawful work, employer's liability for, 316 

unreasonableness of architect, 207, 221 

urban authorities, contracts of, under Public Health Acts, 172 
security by, 279 

usage, admission of parol evidence to prove, 173, 178 
examples of void, 300, 302 

use and occupation of work, no implied acceptance by, 203 

of building, estiraafe of loss of, in employer’s damages, 240, 241 

materials and plant of contractor, construction of clause giving right of, 253 
uselessness of work, effect of, 188, 189 
usual conditions of forfeiture, 251, 252 

precedent to payment for extras, 234 
valuation of work and materials, cases where equivalent to award, 2r'4 

duties of architect in respect of, 160 
effect of, 210, 211 

value of work done, meaning of, for purpose of progress certificiite, 213 
valuer, architect acting as. 160, 284 
valuers and appraisers, 162 

variation of contract, express p<^wer to order, 228 

construction of, 230, 290 
immaterial, surety not discharged by, 280 
in general, 179, 180 
specification, effect of order for, 228 
verbal. See parol, 
vesting of materials, 260, 261 

construction of clause for, 263 
rights qualifying, 262, 263 

voluntary performance of extra work, employer not liable for, 228, 229 
waiver of certificate as condition precedent to payment, 220, 221 
condition as to time, 203 

written order for extras, 232, 233 
precedent to payment for extras, 235 
contract in w'riting, 180, 199 
defects, 203 ^ 

notice of defects from employer, 238 
performance, 199, 202, 203 
right of forfeiture, 258 , * 

to liquidated damages, 212, 213, 244, 247 
warranty as to bills of quantities, 169 
by architect, 289, 301 — 303 
contractor, 188 

of authority, l5i*each of, by architect, 291, 301, 302, 9i 4 
way, right of, duty of architect to inquire into^ 297 
wear and tear, liability in respect of, 236 
weather, non -performance by reason of, 200 
weekly acc^mots^ ineRn\n|g of, 178 
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BUILDING OONTBACT8, ENGINE BBS, AND ABCHITEOTS— 
withdrawal of approval by employer, 204 
^ final certificate, 216 

I invitation for tender and of tender, 167 

, withholding approval, 205, 206 

certificate, 220 , 

words, construction of, 174 — 178 
work and labour, implied agreement to pay for, 184 
workmen and workmanship, implied condition as to, 189 
writ, specially indorsed, for lump sum contract, 222 

writing as condition precedent to payment for extras, waiver of, 232 — 234, 290 
cases where necessary for building contract, 171, 172 
not requix-ed for exercise of powers of forfeiture, 249 
making fin^ certificate, 214 
variation or rescission of contract in, 180 
written contract, productioi. of, to prove extras, 231 
waiver of, 199 

order, nature of oidei constituting, 234, 235 
wrongful forfeiture, 201, 246, 249, 260, 257 
year, contracts not to be performed within one, 172 

• 

BUILDING SOCIETIES, 321—400 
account, annual, 355, 389 

duty to render, 337, 338, 389 
examination and attestation of, 842, 344 
on dissolution, 390, 393, 394 
accountant, one of auditors must be, 343 
action against oflicer by society, 338 

by or against treasurer of unincorporated company, 348 
administration of deceased member, avoidance of necessity for, in certain cases, 342, 
353 

advanced members, 351 

bankruptcy of, proof in, for future instalments, 370 
advances, 363 — 373 
by ballot, 363, 364 
mortgages for, law applicable to, 363 
transfer of, 364 

security on which made, 364, 366. 

See also mortgages for advances 
affairs of society, inspection of, 390, 391 
agency of secretary, 343 

agent, sale to, under power in mortgage, 368, 369 

signature of instrument of dissolution by, 393 
amalgamation, 391 

annifiil account, presentment of, 355, 389, 390 
appeal from cancellation or suspension of registrj^, 397 
none from award, 384, 387 

opinion of Court on case stated by arbitrator, 383 
appointment by court of person to transfer property for unincorporaled company, 
348 

arbitration, 381—385 
award, effect of, 384 

enforcement of, 384, 386 
making of, 384 

refusal or neglect to make, 383, 884 
discovery imder, 383 
election of arbitrators, 38], 382 
hearing, 383 * 

notice of intention to pixiceed, 382, 383 
BtHtenieut of case for Supreme Gourt, 383 
arbitrators. See arbitration, 
attestation of account by auditors, 344 
audit of accounts, mode of, to be set out in rules, 333 
auditors, duties of, 344 

to be set out ju rules, 332 
award. Slee arbitration. 

of registrai’. dissolution by, 394 

back payments, 326 c ^ 

liailee, liability of ofiloer of unincorporated company, as, 34^ 
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ballot, choice of arbitrators by, 382 

for advances, discontinuance of, 334, 335, 363, 364 
(bankruptcy of advanced member, proof in, for future instalments, 370 
etc. of officer of unincorporated society, effect of, 346, 347 
benefit for loan, receipt of, by officer, 339 
bequests etc. of shares, 357 
bills and notes, liability of officers on, 340 
bonus for loan, receipt of, by officer, 339 
books of society, inspection of, 390 
borrowing, limits of, to be set out in rules, 332 
members, position of, 351 
powers, 373 — 377 

conditions of repayment, 376, 376 

directors, personal liability of, for borrowing ultra i-ires, 377 
exercise of, 373 — 377 * 

excessive, 376, 377 

In case of incorporated societies, 373 — 375 
unincorporated societies, 375 
limitation on, in case of permanent society, 373, 374 
terminating society, 374 
notice of withdrawal of loan, 374 
security for loan, 376 
statemont of, in rules, 373 
ultra vires, 376, 377 

calculated to deceive, refusal to register name which is, 329, 330 
cancellation of mortgage, 365 

registry, 396, 397 

appeal from, 397 
effect of, 397 

power of, when exercised, 396, 397 
case, statement of. See statement of case, 
certificate of discharge of registered mortgage, 372 

incorporation, cancellation of. See cancellation cC registry, 
necessity for, 327 
requisites for, 328 
cessation of membership, 349 
change of chief office, 330, 331 
name, 330 

charge on land, registration of, 364, 365 

under Land Transfer Acts, discharge of, 372 
chief office, 330, 331 

children, priority of, in winding-up, 360, 361 
classes of members, 351 
classification, 324 

commission for loan, receipt of, by officer, 339 

committee of numagcmenl, powers, duties etc. of, to be set out in rules, 332 

rights and liabilities of, 341, 342 
unincorporated society, powers of, 317 
Companies Acts, winding-up under, 394 — 396 

unincorporated society, in case of, 398 — 400 
copies of proposed jniies required for registrar, 327, 328 
copyholds, mortgage of, 365 

corporation, capacity of, to be member, 350, 361 

officer, 337 

costs of foreclosure, 370 

counsel, refusal by arbitiators to hear^ 383 

county court, enforcement of award by, 384 

^ Jurisdiction of, in case of dispute, 363, 384, 385 

over foreefbsure, 370 
wiuding-np of society in, 395 

court, appointment by, of person to transfer property for unincorporated 
company, 348 

jurisdiction of, when ousted, 381, 387, 388 
statement of case for opinion of, 383 
creditor, judgment, petition for winding-up by, 396 
crethtors, liabililjes towardt!, 352, 396, 399, 400 

not^rejudiced by amalgamation etc., 391 
criminal proceedings against officer, 338 
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criminal proceedings for niisappropriatiou, 348 
death of arbitrator, 382 

depositor, 374, 376 
member, 349, 353 

officer of unincorporated society, 346, 34^ 
debts of unincorporated society, liability for, 399 
deceased members, privileges regarding estates of, 353 
defaults of society, liability of officers for, 339, 340 
dehnition, 323 

deposit, notice of withdrawal of, 374 
deposits, temporary, by incorporated societies, 379, 38C 
^ unincorporated societies, 379 
directors, general position, rights and liabilities of, 341, 

powers, duties etc. of, to be set out in rules, 332 
discharge of mortgage, 370 — c372 
discovery in case of disputes, 383, 387 
disputes, 380 — 388 etc. 

arbitration, 381 — 386. See arbitration 
county court, jurisdiction of, 386 
justices, juri^iction of, 380 

meaning of, for purpose of reference to special tribunal, 3S7, 388 
mode of settlement of, to be set out in rules, 332 
special tribunal for hearing, 380, 381 
dissolution etc., 392 — 400 

incorporated society, 392 — 397 
by award of registrar, 394 

cancellation or suspension of registry, 396, 397 
instrument of dissolution, 392, 393 
winding-up under Companies Acts, 394 — 390 
under rules, 393, 394 
unincorporated society, 397 — 400 

by winding-up under Comi>anies Acts, 398 — 100 
under Friendly Societies Act, 397 
distress, enforcement of awarcl 385 

documents, liability of officers, for false statements in, 340 
donatio mortis caiisa, shares not subjects of, 357 
equity of redemption, transfer of, 369 
escrow, delivery of statutory receipt as, 371 
estates of deceased members, privileges as regards, 363 
evidence, copy of rules as, 331 
of rules, 335 

examination of society’s affairs, 390, 391 
executors, bow far members, 350, 388 
• mortgage by, 363 
expelled member, reinstatement of, 386 
expulsion of member, 349, 350 

false representations, obtaining society’s money by, 346 
' statements in documents, liability of officers for, 340 

fines, payment of, on redemption, 367 
anil forfeitures, 361, 362 

provisions regulating, to be set out in rules, 332 
foreclosure of mortgage, 369, 370 
forfeiture, 362, 363 

cessation of membership by, 349 
form of award, 384 
forms, schedule of, 332, 335 

fraud, obtaining certificate of incorporation by, 396 
society’s money by, 346 

order by directors for proceediRgs against persons guilty of. 342 
funds, mode of raising etc. to be set out in rules, 331 
surplus. See surplus funds, 
future instalments, proof in bankruptcy for, 370 
gazetting award of registrar for dissolution, 394 
illegal purpose,, society existing for, 396 
income tax, 372, 373 
incorporation, 327 — 329 

vesting of pi-operty, on, 328, 329 
indemnity to directors, extent of, 341 
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BDILDING SOCIBTIBS— 
indlctmeDt of officer, 830 

proceedings hj uniiiro^)orated society by way of. 310 
infant, consent to dissolution by, 31)2 
' • * incapacity of, to hold office, 337 

membership of, 350* 
mortgage by, 363 * 

injunction, not available against award mtra Hf^es, 384 

order of justices, 386 
registrar, 387 

insolvency, effect of, on withdrawal, 360 
iii.sj>ectiori of books or affairs, 31)0, 301 
instalments, future, proof in bankiuptcy for, 370 » 

iiistrunjent of dissolution, 392 
interest in case of withdrawal, 361 
on fines, 362 

investigation inlo affairs of society, 390, 391, 394* 
investing members, position of, 3r>l 
investment of surplus funds, 378, 379 

unincorporated society, in c‘ase of, 347 
investraenfs, unauthorised, 379 
joint holdei-s of shares, 357 

stock companies, not to be deemed, 352 
judgment creditor, petition lor winding-up by, 395 
jurisdiction in winding-up, courts having, 395 
of courts, ousting of, 381 
justices, enforcement of award by, 385 

jurisdiction of, over disputes, 382, 383, 385, 386 
letters of administration to member, avoidance of necessity for, in certain cas(« 
342, 353 

liabilities of members, 351, 352, 396, 399, 400 

liquidators, vesting ])roperty of unincorporated society in, 398, 399 
loan by incorporated society, indorsement on security for, 374 
person depositing money as, not a member, 350 
receipt by officer of commission etc. in retuiii for, 339 
loans to uiuncorporatcd society, liability for, 399. See ol.so borrowing 
powers. 

losses, liability for. 351 

mode of ascertaining and providing for, to be set out in rules, 332 
lunacy etc. of trustee of uu in corpora ted company, 348 
majority, award by, 384 

niaudamus against registrar refusing to register, 333 
married woman, right of membership of, 350 
transfer of shares by, 358 
matured members, position of, 359 
meetings of members, 353 — 355 etc. 

annual account to be presented at, 355 
mode of calling, tc be specified in rules, 332 
place of, 330, 331, 355 
powers of members at, 364 
special, 355 

members, 348 — 355 etc, 
classes of, 351 
coiporations as, 350, 351 

deceased, privileges regarding estates of, 35$ 
executors as, 350, 388 
expulsion of, 349, 350 

reinstatement after, 386 • 

infants as, 350 

liabilities of, 361, 362, 396, 399, 40^ 
married women, 350 
meetings of. See meetings of membera. 
number of, 348 
persons who are not, 350 
punishment of, 353 
rights of, 352, 353 
membership, cessation of, 349 

test of, 348,^349. See also members, 
in isapplicatidn etc. of securities, 353 
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BUILDING 8001ET1ES— 

xnUappropriation, criminal proceedings for, 338, 339, 346 
mifirepresentatioDB, obtaining securities etc. by, 353 
mistake, certificate of incorporation obtained by, 306 
statutory receipt given by, 371 
• “ moneys," sbares not included in bequest of, 357 • 
mortgage, investment of surplus funds an, 379 
mortgaged property, purchase of by oflScer, 339 
mortgages for advances, 363 — 373 
by executor, 363 
infant, 363 
cancellation of, 365 
construction and effect of, 365, 366 
copyholds, of, 365 
discharge of, 370 — 372 
enforcement of, 368 — 370 
foreclosure of, 360, 370 ^ 
implied covenant to pay, B65 
law applicable to, 363 
property liable to, 364, 365 

redemption of. redemption of mortgagee, 

registration of, 364, 365 
sale under, 368, 360 
stamp duties on, 372 
transfer of, 364 
transferee of, rights of, 369 
Mortmain Acts, shares not within provisions of, 357 
name of society, change of, 330 

limitations on choice of, 329 
to be in rules, 331 

notes, promissory, liability of officers on, 340 
notice of amalgamation or transfer, 391 

cancelling or sus}>ension of registry, 307 
change of chief office, 330^ 331 
name, 330 
dissolution, 303, 394 
inles, presumption of, 331, 337, 344 
winding-up, 396 
withdrawal of deposit, 374 

shareholder, 359 
number of members, 327, 348 

obtaining securities etc. by misrepresentation, 353 
officers, 336 — 348 etc. 

account, duty to, 337, 338 

• unincorporated company in case of, 34A 

action against, 338 
appointment etc. of, 337 

by court in certain cases, 348 
unincorporated company, in case of, 344 
auditors, 343 

bills and notes, liability on, 340 

borrowing by, in case of unincorporated society, 375 
committee of unincorporated society, powers of, 347 
criminal proceedings against, 338, 339 

in case of unincorporated company, 346 
death, bankruptcy etc. of, in case of unincorporated society, 340, IH't 
defaults of society, liability for, 339, 340 
directors, powers and liabilities of, ^1, 342 
distress on goods of, 385 

false statements in documents, Utility for, 340 
misappropriation of money etc., 338, 339 
mode of appointment etc. to be set out in rules, 332, 337 
necessary and usual, 336, 337 

unincorporated companies, in case of, 344 
purchase of mortgaged property by, 339, 368, 369 
receipt of commissions etc. by, 339 
secretary, position and duties of, 342 
security by, 337 

in case of nnincorporated company, 345 
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officcrn — 

Ueaanrpr of ijniTJCorporafc»l fuiiciiona of, 347, 348 

inistr.p of unincorporated Rorioty, functions of, 347 
tiUiUide creditors, liabilities towards, 3f>2 
overdraft at. bank by society^ effect of, 374 
participation in profits, rifjhts of, 3r>l • 
partnerships, societies not to be deemed, 352 
penalties, fines not, 3fi2 

permanent society, limitation on iMUTOwiiig powers of, 373, 874 
personal liability of directors, 311 

representatives of ilee<‘ased members, membership of, 350, 388 
Kcciirify, advances on, 3(>4 , 

petition for windiri{jj-up, 335 • 

place of incetinp, 330, 331 
powers, borrowinfj. S/’c Ixirrowiiig powers, 
preferential sliarcs, 356, 357 • 

presumption of notice of rules, 331, 337, 344 
priorities of payment tin winding-up, 360, 393 
proceedings against officer, civil, 338 

criminal, 338, 339 
profits, right to share in, 351 
proof in bankruptcy for future instalments, 370 

property, transfer of, appointment by court of person for, in certain cases, 834 
vesting of, in case of unincorporated society, 398. 399 
on amalgamation, 391 
incorporation, 328, 329 
punishment of members, 353 

purchase of land, investment of funds in, 378, 379 
mortgaged property by officer, 339 
quarter sessions, confirmation of alteration of I’ules by, 336 
receipt, statutory, exemption of, from stamp duty, 372 

re-vesting of mortgaged property by, 370, 371 
recital in mortgage, effect of, 400 
re-conveyance of mortgage, 370 
by statutory receipt, 370, 371 
rectification of register during winding-up, 396 
recleuiption of moi'tgagcs, 366 — 368 

contribution by redeeming member, 368 
payment of fines on ,^367 

proportion of losses on, 368 
statement of conditions of, in rules, 366 
subjection of, to rules, 367 

terminating and permanent societies, difference in case of, 306, 367 
w-inding-up, effect of, on, 368 

register, rectification of, during winding-up, 396 * 

registered mortgage, discharge of, 371, 372 

name, necessity for use of, 329, 330 
registrar, disselution by award of, 394 
duties of, 324 
investigation by, 394 

jurisdiction of, in case of disputes, 386, 387 
registration of alteration of rules, 333, 336 
chargG on land, 364, 365 
Instrument of dissolution, 392 
notice of union of societies, 391 
rules, 323, 329 

s scheme for discontinu^ce of ballot for advances, 334, 335 
registry, canoellation or suspension of, 396, 397 
reinstatement of expelled member, 386 
representations, falde, obtaining society*# money by, 346 
rights and liabilities of membeis, 361 — 353. See aUo members, 
of action, vesting of, on incorporation, 328, 329 
rules, 331 — 336 etc. , 

alteration of, 332 — 336 

discontinuance of ballot for advances, 334 
extent of power of, 333, 334 
in case of unincorporated society, 335, 336 
mode of, 332, 333 
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BtJjr,DlNG SOCIETIES — continued. 
rules — cont i n ved. 

alteration of — eonittinu4*d, 
registration of, 333 
contents of, 331, 332 

* contract between fM>eiety and members contained in^ 33.t 

copies of, as evi<leTico etc., 331 
for registrar, 327, 328 
dissolution iiTi<ler, 3i*3, 394 
general power of making, 332 
incorporation of, in mortgage, 3G5 
notice of, presumed, 331, 337, 314 
registration of, 328, 329 
seheilule of forms 'to, 332, 335 
ujiincorpoi'ateri societies, of, 335 
sale of foreclosotl land, 37C> 

under power in iyiorlga^\ 3GS, 309 
schedule of forms, provision of, 332, 335 

selieme for discont innaneci of l>al1ot loi a<lvanccs. 331, 335 
seal, matters i elating to, to be set out in rules, 332 
registered name to appear on, 330 

sealing of statutory receipt on inorigagt', ordci for, by directors, 312 
secretary, position a7id diilica of, 343 

sale to, under power in niorlgage, 368, 369 
security, accounting to society ft>r, 389 
by ollicers, 337, 345 

society for loans, 376 
misappi'opriation etc. of, 363 
mode of custody of, to be set out in rules, 332 
set oiT of siiliscriptions against money due on mortgage, 366, 366 
shares, 356 — 3(i3 etc. 
advances on, 364 
classes of, 356 

distinction of, from shares in company, 355 
donatio inortiit ctiusa in respect of, 357 
forfeiture of, 362, 363 
joint holders, 357 

limit to value of, in unincorporated societ it s, 356 
moneys, do not pass under bequest of, 357 
mortmain provisions, not within, 357 
preferential, 350, 357 

terms of issue of, to be stated in rules, 331 
title to, 357 
transfer of, 367, 358 

• during wiiidiTig-ui.>, 396 
withdrawal of. See withdrawal, 
solicitor not necessarily ofliccr of, 337 

sale to, under power in mortgage, 368, 309 
^ stamp duties on mortgages, 372 
• statement of case by arbitiators, 383 

county court, 385 
registrar, 387 

statutory liabilities of directors, 342 

receipt, re- vesting of m or 1 gaged propeily bv, 370, 371 
receipts, exemption of, from stamp duty, 372 
. stock, transfer of, 380 

application for, 342 

stoppage of business, effect of, on withcbpawal, 360 
Bul^cription, limit to amount of. In unincorporated societies, 350 
set-off of, against monej due on mortgage, 366, 366 
surplus funds, 378 — 380 

investment of, 378, 379 

by unincorporated society, 347 
transfer of stock, 380 
suspension of registry, 396, 397 
“ tacking,** by holder of statutory receipt, 371 
temporary deposits by incorporated societies, 379, 380 

unincorporated societies, 379 
terminating and permanent societies, 325, 326 
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BUI1.DING SOCIETIES— 

terminating society, limitation on borrowing powei« of, 374 
termination of society, provisions regulating to be set out in rules, 333 
test of membership, 348, 349 

luHnsfcA* of engagements by incorporated society, 391 

mortgage, 364 • ^ 

j)roperiy, appoiniment by onirt of person for purpose of, in certain 
cases, 348 

on amalgamation, 391 
shares, 357, 358 

<luiing winding-up, 396 
stock, 380 

application for, 312 , 

treasurer of uniiuaujjojalctl S(w'J(‘ty, fun<‘tions of, 347, 3fS 
tiihunal, spc‘(,ial, foi hofiring disputes, 380, 381 
tiust^ic, appointment and removal of, by diicctors, 312 
in bankruptcy of niemb^'r, not a mcmbor,*3r)0 
liability of, on dissolution, 393 
necessity fcjr, 325 

of unincorporated society, functions of, 347, 348 
ultra virex acts, liability of directors for, 311 
award, 3^S4 

exercise of borrowing jiowers, 376, 377 
iin advanced members, 351 

unauthorised acts, liability of directors for, 341 
investments, 379 

unincorporated and incorporated societu*s, 324, 325 

society, investment of surplus funds by, 347 

rights and duties of members of. under various heads, 
rules of, 335, 336 

vesting of property in case of unincorporated societies, 317, 318, 398, 399 
on amalgamation, 391 
incorporat ion, 328. 329 

widows and children, priority of, in winding-up, 360, 361 
wincling-up, effect of, on rights of members, 352, 3t>0 
in lespect of redemption, 368 
membership for purposes of, 350 
under Companies Acts, 394 — 396 

in case of unincorporated society, 398 — 400 
withdrawal, 358 — 361 

interest, right to, on, 361 
liability after notice of, 359, 360 
loan after notice of, effect of, 361 
loss of right of, 360 
notice of, 359 
of deposit, notice of, 374 
winding-up, effect of, on, 360 
witnesses, cases where defendant and wife competent, 340 


HlUllAL AND CKEMATION, 401—675 
accounts by burial board, 458 

cemetery com[>any, 622, 523 
local,.authoricjes n^lating to cemelerieB, 512 
non-municipal urban district council as burial looard, 4S8 
overseers in relation to rate for burial board, 476 
acquisition of land by parish council for purposes of burial, 497. See also burial 
grounds. 

administration to pauper, grant of, tosnomiuee of guardians, 543 
adoption of Burial Acta, meaning of, 450 
• , transfer of powgr of, 447 

alienation of land acquired by parish oouncil for purposes of burial, 497 

allotment of unconaecrated ground, 467 

alteration, fraudulent, of register of burials, 661. 662 

annuities, terminable, burial board’s power ot boi rowing by means of 478 
annuity certificates, burial board's power of Dorrowing by means of, 479 
appeal as to grant of faculty for erection of monument, 417 
from conviction for brawling in churenyard. 422 
penalties in connection with cremation, 675 
' dead body found drowned, 648 

( 89 ) 



Index 


'burial and cremation— 

areas, alteration of, bj county rouncila, for purpofic of Burial ^^cts, £>05 
other than parishes, provision of burial grounds etc. for, 446 
, ashes, disposition of, on cremation, 674 
assault in churcliyard, puuisUmcnt of clergyman fur, 423 ^ f f 

assignmcnl of exclusive right of burial, proyisj,ons as to, in Cemeteries Clauses 
Act. 521 

audit of accounts of burial board, 458 

non-municipal urban district council, 488 
overseers in relation to rate for burial board, 476 
board of guardians, powers and duties of, respecting burial, 540 — 542 
body, mode of disposing of, 401 
no property in, fOr* 
possession of, 405, 406 

books for entering proceedings of burial board, duty to keep, 457 

inspection of, 458 

registration of burtal, duty to keep, 566, 657, 659 — 561 
borough council, metliods of investing, with powers of burial boards. See 
urban authorities with powers etc. 
powers of, under Burial Acts, 447 

metropolitan, powers of, as burial authority, 502, 503 

traiibfcrof functions of burial authorities to, 603, 604 
borrowing powers of borough council, 486 
burial authority, 483 
board, 476 

modes of exercise of, 477 — 479 
joint committees with powers of burial boards, 500 
local and sanitary authorities for mortuaries etc., 567 
metropolitan borough council, 502, 503 
non-municipal urban district council, 488, 489 
parish council, 496 
meeting, 498 

boundaries of consecrated and unconsccrated burial grounds, 467 

provisions dealing with burial authorities in orders as to, 505 
brawling in churchyard, 422 
building in disused burial grounds, 532, 533 
Burial Acts, provision of burial grounds under, 446 — 606 
alterations of areas, 505 

burial authorities for areas in London, .500 — 508 

in rural areas. See rural areas, burial authorities ia. 
board, establishment of, 446 

boards, elective, in urban districts. See elective burial boards etc. 
definitions for purpose of, 448 — 450 

joint committees with powers of burial boards, 499, 600 
Hjetropolis, meaning of, for purpose of, 446 
special application to, 445, 446 
modifications of original scheme, 446-— 448 
transfer of functions, general provisions on, 60S — 506 

urban authorities with powers of burial boards. See urban authorities etc. 
vestries, meaning and powers of, for purposes of, 446, 460, 451 
burial authority, meaning of, 448, 450 

for purpose of cremation, 568 

notice to, of burial without Church of En^aud service, 425 
boards, elective, in urban districts. See elective burm boards etc. 
establishment of, under Burial Acts, 446 
transfer of powers of, 447 

‘ Burial Ground Act, sale of land for churchyard under, 436 
burial grounds, alienation of land for, 4^2 — 445 

Crown lands and waste manor lands, 435 
Mortmain Acts, effect of, 433 
perpetuity, gran^qf land or money in* 433 
under Burial Ground Act, 436, 445 

Church Building Acts. See Church Building Acts etc. 
Consecration of Churchyards Acts, 4 41, 442 
Gifts for Churches Acts, 434, 435 
New Parishes Act, 441 
Places of Worship Bites Acts, 442 — 444 
Trustee Appointment Acts, 444 ^ 

provision of, by burial board. See elective burial boards etc. 
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BUMAD AND TREMATION— 

burial groundB, provision of, under Inin’al Acts. See Burial Act® etc. 
service at cremation, 56f> 

V»ye-l»ws for purpose of hiirial without, fiir) , 

t • • in cases to which Oonieleries Clauses Act applies, 519 

• Public Ilcallli ClntcrmcTits) Act applies, 610 • 

churchyard, 420, 421 

ground provided under Burial Acts, 469, 472 
of paupers, 54 5. See also Church of England service etc. 
bye-laws for management of burial ground converted into open space, B36 

cemeteries under Public Health (Interments) Act, 508, 
.509 

cIosc<l burial ground, BtlO • 
mortuaries, 566 * 

purpose of burial without service, 425 
Cemeteries Clauses Act, 514 — 526 

accounts, preparation of annual, nmlcr, 622 * 

burials, provisions as to, 517 — 519 

chapel on land acquired under, 516 

compulsory acquisition and use of land iindci, 515 

dchnitions, 514 

drainage, 517 

exclusive rights of burial etc., 520 — 522 
incOTporation with otlier Acts, 514 
maintenance, improvement etc, of cemetery, 516 
miscellaneous provisions, 525 

payments to incumbents and parish clerks. 522, 523 
prevention of nuisances, 617 
protection of cemetery, 523 
recovery of penalties, dain.^ges etc., 523, 524 
cemeteries under Public Health {interments) Act, 1879. ..506 — 512 
accounts by local authorities, 612 
acquisition of land for, 507 
alienation of land acquired for, 507, 508 
allotment of unconsecrated portion in, 509 
bye-laws as to, 508, 609 

chaplains appointed for, before 1900, position of, 510 

consecration of, 509 

control of local authority, 611 

damage by local authority in exercise of powers, 508 

donation of land or money for, 507 

erection of chapel in, 509 

fees for services of minister, 610 

incumbent, fees and duties of, 510 

injury to, 512 

liability of local authority to provide, 506 
outside district, 607 
maintenance etc. of, 608 
monuments etc. in, 511 
performance of burial service in, 610, 511 
rating of, 509 

cemetery, meaning of the, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 514 
certificate by registrar of deaths, 662, 563 
false, relating to burial, 561, 562 
to procure cremation, 575 
of burial without Church of England service, 561 
certificates required before cremation, 571, 572 
certified copy of entry in register of bijrials for public, 557, 660 

registrar of diocese, 558, 660 

* regjslt^ of cremations, s^mp duty on, 575 

chapel, burials under, 512, 519 ^ 

erection of, for burial service, under Burials Acts, 468 

Cemeteries Clauses Act, 616, 518 
• Public Health (Interments) Act, 509 

chaplain, appointment and payment of, 510, 618 
notice to, of burial without service, 425 
charges of burial board for burial, 473, 474. See also fees. 

charitable corpor,^tions, grant of land by, for churchyard under Church Building 
Acts, 438 ^ 
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charitable purposes, conveyance of land held for, as churchyard, 443 
charity, provision etc. of buj i-il ground a, 432, 433 
f niainlenanoe of tomb or raoiuinient, cases in which a, 433, 434 

cholera, l>iirial of persona dying of, in quarantine, 5r>3 * * ‘ 

cremation of person dying of, 573, 674 • 

Christian burial, exclusion from, 421, *4 22 

religion, penalty for attempting to bring into contempt at burial service, 
426, 427 

service, meaning of, 426 
Chriatmas Day, burial on, 426 

Church Building Acta, acquisition of land for burial under, 436 — 440 
* charitable corponilio;»H, grants by, 438 

*■ consecration, 438 

Crown lands, 437 
general scope, 436, 437 
butside area, or for several areas, 440 
power'J of Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 437 
stamp duty, exemption from, 438 
vesting of land, 430, 440 

Commissioners, powers of, now vested in Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioneis, 437 

of England, ministers of, saving as to, under Act of 1880. ..428 
service, burial witliout, 424 — 428, 511 
fees and regulations, 427 
maimer of, 426, 427 
notice of, 424, 425 
substituted service, 426, 428 
time for, 425, 426 

under Public Health (Interments) Act, 511 
use of, in uncousecrated ground, 427. aLw 

burial service. 

churches, burial in, 415, 416 
gifts for, 434, 435 

cliurch wardens, control over chuiehyards by, 410 

meaning of, under Burial Acts, 440 

obedience by, to Order in Council lespecLing vaults, 537, 538 
payment of foes to, 421), 480, 481 
lepair of churchyard by, 411 

summoning of paitsh meeting by, to consider acquisition uf 
burial ground, 453, 454 
churchyards, 407 — 424 

brawling and nuisances in, 422, 423 
burial service iu, 420, 421 
^ exclusion from, 421, 422 

churchwardens, control by, 410 
closed. See closed churchyard, 
consecration of, 412, 413 
constitution of, 408 
erection of monument in, 416 — 418 
exclusive right of burial in part of, 419 
faculty for making alterations in, 411 
felling trees in, 409, 410 
freehold of, 408, 409 
iulcrforence with, 410, 411 
maintenance and repair of, 411, 412 
' ownership and occupation of, 408 — 410 

parish, 407, 408 , 

right of burial in, 413 — 416 

strangers to parish, in case of, 4/^ 
to herbage and timber in, IQD, 410 
nse of, for secular purposes, 423, 424 
City of London, Cor oration of, powers of, as burial doard, 447, 503 
clergyman. See clci^ in holy orders, minister, 
clerk, abolition of fees to, 482, 483 

appointment of, by burial board, 459 
cemetery company, 519 

duties and payment of, in respect of burial of persons fopud drowned. 547, 548 
in holy orders, where service may be performed by any, 640, 618, 669 
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clerk, meaniog of, under Burial Acts, 449 

payment to, in respect of interment, 482, 483 
closed cjiurchyard, faculty for way over, 423, 424 \ 

' • use of, as open space, 424. See also closed and disused burial 

grounds • • 

powers of Ecclesiastical Commissioners in respect of, 412 
burial ground, purchase of, by burial board, 463. See also closed and 
disused burial grounds, 
closed and disused burial grounds, 525 — 536 
building in, 532, 533 
lease or sale of un con secrated, 530, 531 
maintenance of, 529, 530 

Order in Council for discontinuance of burials in, 526 
grounds for, and Tariation of, 527 
limitations on, 527. 528 
powers of urban authority as to, 530 
property in, 629 
purchase of, by vestry, 531 

transfer, in certain cases to trustees for parish in which situate, 531 
use of, as open spaces, 533 — 536 
closing of crematoiium, 571 

coffin containing more than one body, regulations for burial of, 564 
opening of, 554 

committee of parish council, exercise of ])owers as burial authority by, 491, 408 
common fund, meaning of, 540 

company, meaning of the, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 514 
compensation foi compulsory acquisition of land, 515 

damage in exercise of powers under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 516 
interests injured by converting disused burial ground into open 
space, 636 

compulsory acquisition of land for burial, 436, 437, 516 

consecrated and unconsecrated portions of burial ground or cemetery, divisions 
between, 467, 517 

ground, licence for removal of tombstones from, 535, 536 
right of burial etc. in, 521 
sale and disposal of, 462, 508, 515 

consecration of cemetery under Public Health (Interments') Act, 509 
churchyards and burial grounds, 412, 413, 466 
land belonging to guardians, 543, 544 
new or additional burial ground, 438 
private cemeteries, 512 

provision for, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 517 
refusal by bishop in respect of, 467 

use of grou/jd before, 467 • 

Consecration of Churchyards Acts, conveyance of land for churchyards under 
441, 442 

construction of vault, 415, 419 

fees for, 430 ^ 

sale by burial board of right of, 473 • 

contempt, penalty for attempting to bring Christian religion into, at burial service, 
426, 427 

contracts of burial boards, 459, 460 

convenient warning to minister of burial, necessity for, 420, 421 
conveyance of body to place of burial, 483 

copyholds, acquisition of, as burial grounds under the Places of Worship Sites Act 
443 

copy of entry in register of burials for«public, 657, 560 

registrar of diocese, 668, 660 
* register of cremations, stamp dut^ on, 575 

coroner, jurisdiction of, unaffected by (Cremation Act, 569 
order of, disinterment under, 555 
for burial on inquest, 562 

• removal of body tox post-mortem examination, 5G'“ 
postponement of cremation for inquest by, 673 
provision of accommodation for inquests by, in Tiondon, 567 
corporation, grant of land for <thurcliyard by, 435, 443 
VI case of charitable corporation, 438 
• in case of ecclesiastical corporation, 436 
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corporation of City of London, powers of, as burial board, 447, 503 
powers of burial board as, 456 

* joint burial board as, 456, 457 « 

corpse, possession of, 405, 406 
corse-presents, 431, 432 

county councils, alteration of areas for purpose of Burial Acts by, 505 
creditor, retention of debtor’s body by, 406 
cremated body, deposit of ashes of, 626 
cremation, 568 — 575 

against written directions, 671 

apart from Cremation Act, 668 

application for, ^71 

burial service, 669 

buried bodies, in case of, 573 

certificate, necessity for, 671, 672 

conditions of, 571 — 574 

coroners, jurisdiction of, unaffected, 569 

crematoria. See crematorium. 

definitions, 568, 670 

disposal of ashes, 574 

fees, 569, 570 

inquiry as to carrying out of regulations, 575 
medical referee, appointment and duties of, 572, 573 
penalties in connection with, 575 
persons dying abroad, in case of, 573 

plague etc. suspension of regulations in case of, 573, 574 
prohibition or postponement by medical referee, 673 
registration, 574, 576 
repeals by Cremation Act, 1902. ..570 
still-born child, 674 
suspension of regulations, 573, 574 
cremation authority, meaning of, 570 
crematorium, closing of, 671, 574 

donation of money for, 5 69 
inspection of, 671 
maintenance of, 570, 671 
meaning of, 568 
provision of, 568, 569 

criminal proceedings, cremation to avoid, penalty for, 675 

Crown lands, grant of, for burial ground under Church Building Acts, 437 

churchyard, 435 
custom, payment of burial fee by, 428, 429 

damage in exercise of powers under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 516 
* to burial grounds and cemeteries, 466, 523 
dangerous infectious disease, meaning of, 550 

debentures, burial board's power of borrowing by means of, 479 

deceased pauper, omission of burial service on reciuest of relative etc. of, 426 

decency, observance of, at burial, 420, 427 

in mode of burial, 404 

declaration, false, to procure cremation, penalty for, 576 
deed, mortgage of rates by burial board to be by, 477 
sale of exclusive right of burial to be by, 474 
definitions for purposes of Burial Acts, 448 — 450 

burial of poor person, 539 
Cemeteries Clauses Act, 614 
cremation, 5 JO 

denominational chapels, erection of, by burial authority, 468 
destruction of register of burials, 561 , 5G2 
cremations ,"'5^5 

diocesan registrar, copies of entries of Burials to be sent to, 558, 560 
directions of deceased as to burial, 405 

cremation, 405, 571 

discontinuance of burials, Order in Council for, 526 

grounds for, and variation of, 527 
limitations on, 527, 528 

disease, infectionB, burial of persons dying of. tSee infectioi^ disease etc. 
disinterment for purpose of cremation, 573 • 

in general, 553 — 555 
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disinterment under Cemeteries Clause Act, 518 
disorderly conduct at burial, 426, 427 

district school or asylum, burial of pauper dying in, 641, 543 
disturbance in churchyard or cemetei7,^422, 623 

disused churchyard. See clo^bd churchyard ; closed and disused burial grounds, * 
donation of land or money for cemetery; 607 

crematorium, 569 

drainage of cemeteries under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 617 

Public Health (Interments) Act, 508 
drowned persons, burial of, 647 — 649 

Duchies of Cornwall and Lancaster, grant of land of, for burial ground, 435, 437 
duty to dispose of body, persons under, 406 •. 

dwelling-house, cemetery in neighbourhood of, 607, 615 
crematorium in neighbourhood of, 669 
interment in neighbourhood of, 4^4 

removal from, of body of person dying of infectious disease, 649, 
651, 562 

easement, exclusive right of buiial in nature of, 474 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, burial fees fixed by, 451 

grants to, of laud for burial ground, 444 
powers of, in respect of churchyards, 412 

under Church Building Acts, 437 
corporation, sale of ground for churchyard by, 436 
elective burial boards in urban districts, 451 — 484 
accounts and audit, 458 
burial ground, provision of, 460 — 466 

alienation of laud provided, 461, 462 
appropriation of parish lands, 462 
contract with cemetery owners, 461 
in neighbourhood of dwelling-house, 404 
purchase by agreement, 460, 461 
of closed cemetery, 463 

redemption of tithe rent-charge in respect of, 463 
refusal by vestry of consent to expenditure, 461 
rights and duties in respect of giound, 465, 466 
transfer of ground provided under Church Building Acts, 463 
chapels, 468 

charges for burial, 473, 474 

consecrated and uncOiisccratcd grounds, duties as to, 466, 467 
contracts of, for necessary works, 459, 460 
with cemetery owners, 461 
coiitrol and management of burial ground by, 465 
conveyance of body to burial by, 483, 484 
establishment and election, 451 — 456 
appointment of board, 451 — 456 
filling vacancies, 455 

meetings for adoption of Burial Acts, 453, 454 
sanctions reipiired, 451 — 453 
fees of ministers etc. See fees on burial etc. 
finances of board, 474 — 479. See finances of burial board, 
joint burial boards, 456, 457 
meetings and proceedings, 457 
mortuaries, provision of, 564 — 566 
office of, 459 

rates, liability to, 465, 466 

right of burial in ground provided by etc., 468 et seq^ 
sale of exclusive right of burial etc. by, 473 
, servants and officers, 469 

transfer of powers, 447 • 

entry in register of burials, copy of, f#r public, 567, 660 

registrar of diocese, 666, 660 
false, 561, 562 

epidemic, crematioA of person dying during, 674 
ei'ection of monument, fees for, 430, 480, 481 

in cemeteries under Public Healib (Interments) Act, 611 
in cliurchyard, 416 — 418 

reservation of right of, under CJonserration of Churchyards 
AoU, 441, 442 
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er^crtlon of monument, sale of right of, 473, 520 
' evidence, minutes of proceedings at burial board meetings as, 457, 458 
r of burial, register bo^a as, 560 ^ ^ 

register of cremations as, 676 

• exclusion from Christian burial, 421, 422 * 

exclusive right of burial, in cemeterielb under Public Health (Interments) Act, 611 
order for discontinuance of burials in ground reserved 
for, 628 

provisions as to, in Cemeteries Clauses Act, 620 
reservation of, 441 
sale of, by burial board, 473, 474 
to perform burial, fees in i-espect of, 480, 481 
excommunicated persons, exclusion of, from Christian burial, 421 
excommunication of clergyman for assault in churchyard, 423 
executed criminals, burial (\f, 422 
executor, allowance to, for funeral expenses, 406 
duty of, 405 

of pauper, rights and liabilities of, 643 
exhumation for purpose of cremation, 573 
, in general, 553 — 555 

expenses of funeral, 406, 407 
faculty for burial in church, 415 
disinterment, 553, 554 
erection of monument, 417 
vault, 419 

way over churchyard, 423, 424 
false certificate relating to burial, 561, 562 
entry in register of burials, 661, 562 
statements etc. to procure cremation, 575 
falsification of register of cremations, 675 

fees on burial in cemeteries under Public Health (Interments) Act, eiJO 
churchyard, 428 — 432 
by custom, 428, 429 

fixed by Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 431 
mortuaries or corse-presents, 431, 4 32 
on erection of monuments etc,, 430 
recovery of, 429 
special, 430, 431 
cremation, 569, 570 

registration of exclusive right of burial etc., 521 
under Burial Acts payable to burial board, 473, 474 

minister etc., 479-483 
collection of, 480 

• rights of incumbent and chiircuwajilens 

480—482 

sexton, clcii'k etc., 482, 483 

ffilo de ge, burial of, 421, 422 

• fencing of cemetery under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 616 
* finances of burial board, 4 74 — 479 

application by burial board of money received, 479 
control over expenditure by vestry, 474, 476 

payment of board’s expenses, raising money for, by borrowing, 4'/t>— 479 

rates, 475, 4/6 

firearms, discharge of, in cemetery, 523 
» forgery of register of burials, 561 , 562 
fouling of streams by cemeteries, 517 

Frauds, Statute of, exclusive right of bift’ial not within, 474 
funeral expenses, liability for, 406, 407 
games in disused burial giound, 535 
gifts for churchyards, 434, 435 ^ 

Good Friday, burial on, 426 

gravediggers, employment of, 459, 511, 519 

guardians, notice to, of burial of pauper without service, 

heirloom, monument constitutes, 418 

highway, public, crematorium in ueighbonrbood of, 569 

hospital, cremation of person dying in, of plague etc., 573, 574 

removal from, of body of person dying of iiifocLicus dise^ise, 550, 551 
householder, duty of burial by, 405 
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husband, duty of burial by, 405 

liability of, for cost of wife's fujiemi, 407 
identiilcation, exhumation for, 554. See also uiiidentiflod bodies* 

• -idiot^or imbecile pauper, cost of burial of, 542, o4.> 
inclosure of cemetery under Cemeteries Clauses Aet, 616 
income tax, liability of cemetery companies to, 513 
incumbent, control over churchyard by, 409, 

duties of, in cemeteries under Public ffealth (Interments') Act. 6 TO 
respect of burial service on cremation, r><»vi 
exclusive right of, to perform burial service in certain cahca, 472 
fees payable to, by custom, 429 

on cremation, 670 • 

under Burial Acts, 480, 481 

Cemeteries Clauses Act, 522 
Public Health^flnterriienls) Act, 610 
meaning of, under Burial Acts, 449 
indecent behaviour in churchyard, 422 

infant, liability of, for funeral expenses of husband or parent, 407 
iiilectious disease, burial of poisons dying of. Sli) — 553 
meaning of infectious disease, 550, 552 
provibiuns applicable to London, 5 19. 550 

of Infectious Disease Prcvtailinn Act. ] S90...55i)-- 552 
Public Health Act, 1H75...552 
shi]i3 in qiiaiantine, in case of. 553 
waLes, piohibitioii of, in certain ca'^es, .5.53 
IniuTiction -against interference with churchyard, 400, 410 
injury to burial grounds or cemeteries, 400, 512, 523 
register of burials, 501, 502 

inquest, previaiting, by disposal of body, 40.5. See nho coi< nor. 
insane pauper, cost of burial of, 542, 545 

inscription, monumental, decision of (lueslion in respect of, 4tl5 

in cemeteries under I'ublic Health (Interments) Act, 51 1 
Bale of light of placing, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 
520 

supervision of, 418 

insolvent estate, allowance for funeral expenses in case of, 400 
inspection of burial grounds, 537 — 539 
crematoria, 671 

minute books of burial board, 458 
register of cremations, 574 
interest in land, exclusive right of burial not, 474 
interference with clergyman ofliciatirig in churchyard, 422 
monument, action for, 4X8 

interment, fees and charges for. See fees on burial etc. 
irregularity at vestry meetings, effect of, 451 
Jews, burial of, 527 
joint burial boards, 453, 450 

expenses of, 476, 476 
ground, performance of service in, 4 72 
committees with powers of burial boards, 499, 500 
justice, removal or burial of body on order of, 549, 551, 552 
land, acquisition of. See burial grounds, 
hinds, meaning of the, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 514 
laying out of burial grounds by burial board, 404 
lease of closed unconsccrated burial groiin«l, 53o, 631 
land acquired by burial board, 462 
levy of rate for burial expenses, 485^486 
liability for funeral expenses, 406, 407 
to dispose of body, 405 , 

licence for burial after order for discontinuance, 528 
disinterment, 553, 556 

for purpose of cremation, 673 

interments Vjy archbishop on bishop’s refusal to consecrate, 467 
loans, powers of raising, for burial expenses by borough council, 486 

non-municipal urban district 
council, 488, 489 

local Acts, urb^n authorities with functions of burial Ijoard by, 491 
authonties, liability of, to provide cemetery, 500 
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local authoriticH, powers of, as to acquisition etc< of disused burial ground for 
j open space, 

c provision of mortuary etc. by, 566, 567 ' • * 

, Liocui Government Acts, trtinsfer of functions under, 503 — 505 

urban authorities invested with powers of burial board 
urjder, 489, 490 

Board, necessity of sanction of, for establishment of burial 
board, 452, 453 
regulations by, 537 

Ijondon, accommodation in, for inquests etc.. 567 
aieas, burial aivthorities in, 500 — 503 

‘ powers of metropolitan borough councils as, 

502, 503 

burial of persona dying in, of infectious iliscaso, 549, 55(t 
sanitary authority, ^jroviaioii of inoituary etc. by, 566, 567. See ala* 
metropolis. 

lord of manor, payment by, for burial of body cast up by scu etc., 549 
lunatics, pauper, burial of, 545, 546 
maintenance of cemeteries, 508 
* closed burial grouml, 529, 530 

crematoria, 570, 571 

mandamus to compel entry of burial, 661 

miiiisLer to bury parishioner, 420 
manor lands, waste, grant of, for churcliyani, 435 

lord of, payment by, for burial of boily cast up by sea etc., 549 
master of workhouse, notice to, of burial of pauper without sei mi'C, 425 
medical referee, ap{>ointment of, by cremation authority, 572 
duties of, 572, 573 

meaning of, for purposes of cremation, 570 
meeting in nature of vestry, 450, 451 
meetings «jf burial boards, 457 

metropolis, meaning of, for purpose of Burial Acta, 446 

opening of new burial ground in or near, cnnsent for, 525, 526 
special application of Burial Act^ to, 446, N7. Itondon. 

metropolitan borough councils, transfer of powers under liurial Acts to, 447, 
501—604 

minister, duties of, in respect of burial of persons found drowned, 547, 548 
fees to, for funeral services, 474, 510, 547, 548 
meaning of, under Burial Acts, 449 
notice to, of burial without service, 425 
saving as to, under Act of 1 880, 428 
minutes of proceedings of burial boards, 457, 458 

misrepresentation, faculty for disinterment etc. obtained by, 556. Slee aUo 
representation. 

money, grant of, in perpetuity for burial ground, 433 

tomb or monument, 433, 434 
monument, erection of. See erection of monument. 

* iuscriptioii on, decision of question in respect of, 465 
unauthorised, removal of, 522 

mortgage of rates by burial board, 477, 478 

Mortmain Acts, effect of, on grant of land for burial ground, 483 
mortuary, nature of, 431, 432 

2 ?ost-moftem examination at, 567 

provision of, by elective burial board, oi* authorities having their 
“ powers, 564, 566 

local and sapitary authorities, 566 
removal of body to, on justice’s order, 549 —562 
negligence, funeral expenses of i>erson filled by, 407 , ' 

new burial ground, necessity of approxal of Local Government Board for, in 
certain cases, 526, 626 

rarishea* provisions as to burial in case of, 470, 471 
Kew Paiiabe^ Act, conveyance of land for churchyards urnter, 441 
non-municipat urban district council, investing 'with f>owers of burial boards. 

See urban authorities with powers etc* 
meaning of, 450 

non-parishioner, burial of, in parish churchyard, 414, 419 „ 

fees for burial of, 430, 431 * 

notice of finding bpdy of drowned person, imyment for etc., 548 
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notice of omission of burial service, 424, 425 

parish meeting for a» {option of Burial Acts, 403 
vestry meeting to consi<lor acquisition of burial grounH, 454 
• tiiuifufhce, disposal of dead l)ody constituling, 401 
in churchyard, 42C, 423 

no authority for, )jy reason of Crcnialion Acl, 55i> 
under Cemetenes Clauses Act, prevention of, f>17 
obstructing burial of body removed or buried on order of justice, 610, 551 
inspection of burial ground, 537 
service at burial, 426, 427 
office of burial board, hiring of, 459 

officer of burial board, appointment of, 459 ^ 

open spaces, use of closed churchyards as, 42 i 

clisuseil burial grouiuls as, 533 -536 

Order in Council, application to metropolitan b iroiigh of Burial Aels by, 501 
for discontinuance of burials, !>24> 

grounds for and variation of, 527 
limitations on, 627, 62S 
respecting vaults etc., 637, 638 

orders, statutory, urban authorities with functions of hiiruil Ijoard, by, 401 
overseers, ciuty of, in respect of persons found di owned, 547 
meaning of, under Biinal Acts, 449 

powers aiul duties of, in relation to rate rr»r burial board, 475, 4 76 
parent, duty of, 405 

parish charities, appropriation by burial Ixiaid of laml held for, 462 
churchyard, churchyards. 

clerk, provision as to payments to, in (Jcmctcrips f llauses Act, 622, 523 
council, acquisition and alienation of land by, 497 

borrowing powers of, for purpose of bui iiil, 496 
committee of , for exercise of powers as hnnal aiithoril.y, 491 
control of parish meeting over, in certain cases, 495, 4 96 
defrayment of burial expenses by, 496 
transfer of powers of burial boards to, 447, 603, 601 
land, approjiriation of, by burial board, 462 
convr>anco of, for churchyard, 443 
meaning of, under BnriHl Acts, 448 
meeting, adoption of Burial Acts by, 492 

appointment of committee by, 498 
borrowing powers of, for purpose of burial, 498 
control of, over parish council in certain cases, 495, 496 
defrayment of burial expenses by, 49S 
transfer of certain of vestry’s jiGwers to, 44 7, 494, 495 
powers of burial board to, 447, 503, 50 1 
parishes, areas other than, provision of burial grounds etc, for, 4 16 « 

uniou of, for purposes of burial, 467 
pauper. poor persons. 

jienalty, appe.al frorn, to quarter sesaions. *Sirr quarter sessions, 
perpetuity, grant of land or money in, for Imrial ground, 433 

tomb or monument, 433, 434 

person liable to duties of burial, 405 

expenses of burial, 406, 407 

petition by borough council for powers of burial }>oard, 484 

effect of Older on, 485 

non -municipal urban district council for powers of burial >)oard, 487 
place of burial, conveyance to, 483 

Places of Worship Sites Acts, conveyance of land for churchyards under, 442 — *44 I 
' plague, cremation of person dying 573, 574 
persons dying of, in quarantine, 553 

• poll, demand for, by parochial elec tor, ^regarding adoption of Burial Acts, 493 
poor law authorities, duties of, rcspcoting burial, 540 
parish, meaning of, 448, 449 
union, meaning of, 639 
persons, burial of, 539 — 646 

agreement by guardians with proprietors of cemetery or burial 
board, 544, 545 

board of guardians, powers and duties of, 540, 641 
burial service, 545 

• * omission of, on request, 425 
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[UTRIAT, AND CBEMATION— 

poor pcrsuus, bunal — turnfvnned. 

consecration of land belonpins to pnardiaiiB, 543, 644 
definitions for purpose of, 339 , 

district school or asjhini, persons dying in, 541, 542 
enlargement etc. of bujial ground by board of guardians, 644 
fees and expenses, amount of, 515 

payment ami reiniburscmcnt, 512 — 644 

lunatics, 645, 546 

poor law authorities, duties of, 540 

officers not to derive profit from, 543 
rights and liabilities of executor, 643 
iinii)n, persons dying outside limits of. 512 
workhouses, persons dying in, 540, 511 
possession of body, 405, 406 

yo8t-7no7‘te}}i examination bef^^rc cremation, 573 

provision of place for, 566, 567 

powers of borrowing of joint committees with powers of burial boards, 500 
parish council, for purj^oses of burial, 49fi 
meeting, for purposes of burial, 498 
prescribed, meaning of, under Cemeteries Glauses Act, 514 
private Ads for establishment of private cemeteries, 512, 513 

burial groniuls, exemption of, from o])eratiou of Order in Council for 
discontinuance of burial, 627, 528 
cemeteries, 512, 513 
property m nionunients, 418 

proiection of burial grounds and cemeteries, 466, 523 

public highway, crematorium in neigh bourhoofl of, 569 

J*ublic Works Ixians Acts, burial board's power of boirowing under, 479 

purchase of closed burial ground by vestry, 531 

Quakers, burial of, 527 

quarantine, persona dying in, 553 

quarter sessions, appeal to, from penalty for Inawling, 422 

in conneetiou with body found drowned, 
518 

cieniation, 675 

quorum for meetings of burial boards, 467 

rates, bon owing by bun’al board on sccuiity of, 476, 477 

defrayment from, of burial expenses of borough council, 185, 486 

inetiopolitan borougli council, 602 
non-municipal urban district coun- 
cil, 188, 490 
parish council, 496 
meeting, 498 

* costs of repair of closed burial ground, 530 

liability for, of burial grounds, 465, 466 

cctnderics under J'ubli<; Health (Inter incuts) Act, 509 
private cemeteries, 513 

* ratepayers, election of burial board from, 454, 455 

meaning of, under Burial Acts, 449 
rector, contiol over churchyard by, 409 
icdemplion of tithe rent-charge by burial board, 463 
lefusal to perform burial service, on cremation. 669 

penalty foi, 420 

register of burials. See registration of burials. 

• cremations, destruction etc. of, 57.5 
registrar, appointment of, by cremation aiitliorities, 574 

of float hs, certificate by, 562, 6tf3 

diocese, copies of entries of burials to be sent to, 656, 560 
registration of burials, 665 — 664 etc. « • 

coffins containing more than one body, 664 
coroner’s older, in case of burial under, 662 
destiniction, forgery etc. of register, 561, 562 
in burial grounds and cemeteries, 669, 660 
churchyards, 665 — 658 

correction of errors, 668 
duly of keeping books, 656, 667 
fees etc., 667, 563 

searches and copies of register, 657, 658 
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BURIAL AND CREMATION— 

registratiou of burials -- 

in consecrafcd gi'ounds without Church of Englaiirl service, 5€>H 
I « ^ private ceiiieteries, 51.‘i 

registrar's certificate, 5G2, GGS 
still-boni children, 5r>3, T>fil 
registration of cremations. r>74, r>75 * 

grant etc. of exclusive right of burial, rp2n. ri21 
mortgages of rates by biiiiaj board, 4 78 
regulation, sanitary, of burial grounds, 537 — 531). alvt uye-laivs. 

religious service, burial without, 42R 
removal of monument, 418 

tombstones from disused burial ground, 536 
repair of cemetery etc. untlcr Cemeteries Clauses Act, 516 
closed burial ground, 526, 630, 53 4, 535 
monument, 4.17 

representation, false, to procure cremation, penalty fur, 575. iSce also misrepre- 
sentation. 

reservation of exclusive right of burial, 441 
reversion of land on discontmu.ai!oc of burials, 424 
revocation of faculty for disinterment etc., 555 
right of burial, exclusive, reservation of, 441 

sale of, by burial b lard, 47.3, 474 
riotous behaviour at burial, 426, 427 
111 churchyard, 422 

roa<ls, making and improvement of, under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 516 
rural aicas, burial authorities in, 492 — 499 

authorfi.y to execute Acts, 493, 494 

burial board for entire ru.'*al parish without parish oonnml, 
position of, 498 

part ol rural parish under a parish couiumI, 
position of, 498 

parish council, acquisition and alienation of land by, 497 
exercise of powers of, by committee, 494 
expenses of. 496 

parish meeting, adoption of Buiial Acts by, 492, 493 
consent and approval of, 494, 495 
control of, over parish council in certain 
cases, 495, 496 
expenses of, 498 

vestry, abrogation in certain eases of powers of, 494, 496 
district council, liability of, to provide cemetery, 606 
sailors, funeral exjx'nses of, 407 
Kt. Paul's Cathedral, burial in, 627 
sale of closed imcon.secr.ated burial grountl, 5,‘»(>, 531 
exclusive right of burial, 473, 474 
land acquired by burial board, 461. 462 
B.anitary authority in Ijondon, provision of inoitiiary etc. by, 666, 667 
regulation of burial gioumls, 537 — 639 
sea, burial of bodies east up by, 547 — 549 
seal of burial board, forgery of, 456, 562 

necessity of, for contracts, 460 
seamen, funeral expenses of, 407 
searches in register of burials, 657, 560 

Becretary of State, inquiry by, regarding burial grounds. 539 
jurisdiction of, over cremations, 568 — 673 
licence by, for disinlcrment, 553, 655 
secular purposes, use of churchyard rfor, 423, 424 
. select vestry, meaning and powers of, 450, 451 
servant of burial board, appointment Qf, 459 
service. Spo burial service. ^ 

sexton, duties and payment of, in respect of burial of persons found drowned, 647, 

648 

• under Burial Acts, 459, 473, 482, 483 

ship, cremation of person dying of plague etc. on, 673, 574 
in quarantine, persons dying in, 653 
shore, burial of bodies cast on, 647 — 649 

sinking fund, •establishment of, by burial boai*di for payment mortgages, 

478 • 
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BUETAJ/ AND CRJCMATION— 

Bjvecial Act, cemeteries piovicterl under, exclusion of, From Order in Council for, 
cliscontiniuincc of huiiaJs, .'>28 
meaning of, under (^oiueteries Clauses Act, i514 
Bporfsln disused burial ground, .035 ^ ^ | 

Btaiiip duty, conveyance of land for cliurcbyards under certain Acts exempt from, 
43S, 441 

on certified copy of register of cremations, .‘>75 
copy of entry in register of burials, 5.57 
Statute of Frauds, exclusive right of burial not within, 474 
statutory orders, urban authorities with functions of bunal board, by, 491 
still-born child, burial of, r>t»3, .5ti4 
cremation of, 574 

strangers to parisli, fe^s for burial of, 430, 431 

streams, fouling of, by cemeteries under Cemeteries Clauses Act, 517 

suicides, burial of, 421, 422 

Sunday, burial on, 426 - 

supervision of bunal groumls, 537 — .539 

surplus moneys, application of, by bunal bfiard, 4 79 

siisi>ension of minister brawling in churchyard, 4 22 

refusing burial service, 420, 1*21 

terminable annuities, burial board’s power of borrowing by means of, 473 
the cemetery, meaning of, under Cemetenes Clauses Act, 51 1 
the conijiany, meaning of, under Cemeteries Clanscs Ac,t, ;,J4 
the lands, meaning of, under Cemeteries Clauseii Act, 514 
time for burial in certain cases, 42.5, 426 
^ tithe rent-chaige, redemption of, by burial board, 463 
tolling bell, sexton’s right of, 473 ^ 

transfer of functions under Local Government Acts, general provisions on, 503 — 50.5 
powers of burial board to urban authonty on resolution, 49(t, 491 
trespass, action of. for injury to monument, 4 18 
in churchyard, action for, 409, 410 

Trustee Appointment Acts, conveyance of land aenuiied for burial ground under, 
444 

turnpike tolls, exemption from, of persons atlorirhiig funerals, 4H.3, 484 
unbaptssed persona, exclusion of, from Christian biuial, 421 
un consecrated ground, .allotment of, 467 

use of Church of Kngland burial service in, 427 
for other purposes than burial, 462 
undertaker, grant of administration to, 407 
payment to, 406, 407 
unidentified bodies, cremation of, 571 

reception of, in London, 567 
union, moaning of, 539 

of ]>arishcs for burial purposes, 4.57 
urban aLiithoritJCS with powders of bunal boards. 484 — 492 

met ho<l.s of investing urban autlioritios with powers, 484 
miscellaneous, 491, 492 

Order in Council investing non-municipal urban district council with powers 
^ of burial board, 487 — 489 

powers of raising money unclcr, 488, 489 
Order in Council investing urban authorities with functions of burial board 
484—487 
effect of, 485 
petition for, 484, 485 

powers of borough council under, respecting acquisition of land, 486, 487 

raising money, 485, 486 

under Local Government Act, 1858. ..489, 490 

1894..V491 

Sanitary Act, 1866. ..4 90 

urban authority, consent of, to adoption of Burial Acte, 461* 
liability of, to provide demetery, 506 
meaning of, 450 

powers of, in respect of closed burial ground, 530 
under Burial Acts, 447 ' 

^ transfer of powers of burial boards to, 447, 603, 604 

district, elective burial boards in. See elective burial boards etOv 
meaning of, 460 
Tftcancies on burial board, 465 
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ntJHlAL AND CliEMATlON—co/Uhiued. 

.vault, coiistructiou of, in charchyardj 415, 419 

fees for, 430 

sale by burial boarrl of right of, 473 
under a church, 415, 416 
Orders in Council respecting, 637^ 638 

vesting of land conveyed for burial ground under Chnrc'n Building Acts, 433, 440 
vestry, abrogation of powers of consent and approval in certain cases, 434, 435 

cuiitrol by, over council acting as burial board under J^ocal Government 
Act, 1858. ..490 

expenditure of burial board, 474, 475 
moaning of, 450, 461 » 

meetings of, duty to convene, for considering acquisition of burial ground, 
453, 454 

powers of, under Burial Acts, 4 46, 450 
visiting committee* eif asylum, powers of, 545, 646 
wake, prohibition of, in case of infectious <list*aso. 553 
warning to minister of burial, necessity for, 4‘2U, 421 
waste manor lauds, grant of, for chuichyani, 435 
way over churchyard, faculty for, 423, 424 
Westminster Abbey, burial in, 527 
will, disjiosal of body by, 4t)5 
workhouse, burial of }>crsous elyiiig in, 540, 541 

without service, 425 

wreck, burial of botlies from, 647 — 649 
yrllow fever, cremation of persons dying of, 573, .374 
persons dying of, in quarafitiue, 553 


CKUTIKIGATE, BuiLUiNu Contracts i?rrc. ; Burial ani> Cremation. 

CHAI'IjAIN. BURTAL AND CREMATION. 

CHUllCH YARDS. Sre Burial and Crkaiation. 

C!LIGRK OB' THE WORKS. Sre Building Contracts bto. 
COJSSICUKATION. Sre Burial and Cremation. 

DECLARATION OB" TRUST, Bills of Salk. 

DEB'EASANCE. Sffe Bills of Sale. 

DITCH, See Boundaries etc. 

DOMESDAY BOOK. See Boundaries etc* 

DROWNING. See Burial and Cremation. 


ENGINEERS. See Building Contracts ETa 
B]STOVERS. See Boundaries etc. 


B'RUIT. See Boundaries etc. 

• • 

GRAVEDIGGER. Burial and CREfiATioN 


HEDGES. See Boukda'^ies etc. 


IDENTIFICATION. See Burial and Cremation. 

• • 

INCUMBENT. See Burial and Cremation. 
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INDIA WARRANTS. I5ir.T.s or Same. 

INSCllIPTIONS. See BuRiATi and Cremation : Boundaries kTO, 
t 

INV ENToillES. *S^<? Bills of Sale. 

ISLAND. See Boundaries kto. 

r.AlCK. See Boundaries icto. 

LKTTEU OF H YPOTHJpCA TION. See Bills of Sale. 

LEVEL CROSSING.'' See Boundaries etc. 

MAPS. *S>^ Boundaries etc. 

MATERIALS. See Buildtxo Contracts kto. 

>1 

MINISTER. See Burial and Cremation. 

NA^VAL ARCHITECT, See Buildino Contracts kto, 

OBLIGEE. See Bonds. 

OBLIGOIL See Bonds. 

ORDER JN COLJNCHL. S*e Burial and Cremation^ 


PT.AGUB. See Burial and Cremation. 

PLANS. See Buildtnq Contracts etc. ; Boundaries, 

PLANT. See Bills op Sale : Buildinq Contracts etc. 
I^OST-MOllTEM liJXAMlNATION. See Burial and Cremation. 
PRIVITY^ See Buildino Contracts etc. 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS. See Building Contracts kto. 

j\I£:RU 1T. See Buildino Contuacts etc. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICE. See Burial and Cremation. 
RETENTION MONEY. See Building Contracts kto. 
HYDE’S SCALE. See Building Contracts kto. 
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•SUB-CONTRACTORS. Set Building Contracts kto. 
IgURVlEYOBS. See BuiLniN<; Contracts eto, 

TIME. See Building Contracts iJtc. 

TRAUE MACHINERV. See Bills of Sadr. 

TREES. See Boundarik.*? etc. 

1 

UNDERTAKER. Se ^ Burial and (Cremation. 
VAULTS. See Burial and Cremation 
WARRANT FOR DELIVERY. See Bills OP Sale, 
TKTiLOW FEVER. See Burial and Cremation. 


r 

PRIM HD tft (..RI'AI KRTI'Am BY WA1 CI.OWES AND SONs. I.l n , 
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